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INTRODUCTION. 


Ths  History  of  Wyoming  remains  to  be  written.  The  book  of  Mr. 
ChapmaD  b  certainly  valuable,  so  far  as  it  extends.  A  man  of  taleoti» 
research  and  industry; — bad  his  life  been  prolonged,  he  woold  have 
produced  a  work  worthy  of  the  subject,  and  his  own  tame.  Cat  off 
in  mtd-life,  his  manuscript  was  the  first  rude  essay— the  mere  out- 
line of  what  he  must  have  intended  to  accomplish.  The  eageroesi 
with  which  the  volume  was  sought  after  and  read,  shows  the  lively 
interest  which  the  public  mind  jwssesses  in  respect  to  the  subject. 

Col.  Stone's  popular  book,  "  Tiic  Toclry  and  History  of  Wyoming,** 
deserves  commendation.  His  polished  pen  has  thrown  a  charm 
around  the  narrative,  easier  to  admire  than  imitate.  But  the  fact 
that  he  was  obliged  to  reprint  CampbelTs  Gertrude,  with  Irviiiir's 
Biography  of  the  Author,  shows  that,  in  his  view,  the  materials  of 
interest  relating  to  the  subject  were  either  too  few,  or  too  remotely 
accessible,  to  form  the  ground-work  for  a  respectable  volume.  Most 
of  the  more  striking  facts»  and  many  of  the  more  touching  peraooal 
Incidents,  he  has  wrought  np  with  a  master  hand,  and  given  with 
all  the  sparkling  taciness  which  genius  Imparts  to  an  interesting 
stibject 

I  came  to  Pennsylvania  in  1709,  a  settler  under  the  Connecticut 
claim. ,  The  grounds  of  that  claim,  connected  as  they  were  with  the 
early  hopes  of  the  writer,  were  then  exLiniiaed  with  care.  Editor  of 
a  Paper,  at  Wilkesbarre,  for  thirteen  years,  including  the  period  ot" 
the  sharp  conflicts  under  the  Intrusion  Law,  the  claun  ol  Connecti- 
cut was  discussed — the  scrvire*?  and  sufferings  of  the  early  settlers 
were  mquired  into,  until  the  whole  subject  became  one  of  absorbing 
concern,  interwoven  with  the  most  interesting  associations  of  my  life. 
When  Judge  Marshall  published  his  first  edition  of  the  Life  of 
Washington,  I  took  the  liberty  of  writing  to  him,  statiQg  that  the 
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account  of  the  Wyoming  Massacre  was  eieeedingly  erroneotw»  and 
gave  him  a  version  of  the  affair,  derived  from  the  best  soorcea  I 
beg  leave  to  remarkt  that  no  important  subject  was  ever  belbie  in* 
Tolved  in  such  embarrassing  contradictions.  The  reason  I  take  it  is 
this :  On  the  invasion  by  Butler  and  his  Indians*  most  of  the  leading 
men  were  slain,  and  the  rest  of  the  inhabitants  scattered  in  the 
wildest  state  of  alarm.  Rumour  brought  to  every  flying  group  a 
talc  of  scvcii-fbld  horror,  and  these,  repeated  by  the  Higitives,  where- 
ever  they  fled,  were  told  and  received  as  historic  truth.  Hence  the 
exaggerated  account  published  at  PoujihkcLpsie  a  few  weeks  nfter 
the  massacre,  which  was,  without  doubt,  the  ground-work,  probably 
the  sole  authority,  of  Gordon  and  Ramsay,  as  they  were  the  sources 
from  which  Marshall  derived  materials  for  his  first  edition.  Black 
with  cruelty*  and  crimsoned  with  blood,  sufficient  to  harrow  up  the 
soul  with  horror,  is  the  simple  narrative,  attested  by  truth,  which 
displays  the  ferocity  of  demons — the  malignity  of  fiends*  The  felse 
acoount  was  immeasurably  worse.  It  may  eicite  inquiiy.  Why  the 
•ft  published  error  was  not  earlier  corrected  T  It  is  obvious  that  the 
fidse  statement  which  took  its  published  form  at  Poughkeepste,  and 
was  thence  circulated,  not  only  in  the  United  Colonies,  but  throughout 
every  Nation  in  Europe,  was  calculated  to  arouse  the  most  powerful 
emotions  of  the  human  soul — pity  for  American  suirering— detesliiiion 
of  blackest  perfidy — and  horror  at  unheard  of  cruelty  on  the  part  of 
Great  Britain  and  her  Savage  allies :  and  hence  to  strengthen  our 
cause,  by  bringing  popular  aeotimeot  to  bear  in  our  favour  both  at 
home  and  abroad* 

With  motives  so  powerful  to  allow  the  published  story  to  run  its 
course*  it  may  be  doubted  even  if  the  truth  was  known  whether  any 
Asnwicatt  would  at  the  time  have  felt  it  bis  duty  to  hunt  up  the  evi* 
dencot  and  publbh  a  new  version  of  the  matter.  After  the  war» 
Wyoming  was,  from  her  remote,  reduced  and  harrassed  state,  too 
much  engaged  in  more  immediately  pressing  concerns,  to  leave  her 
people  free  to  study  her  early  annals,  and  correct  the  errors  of  the 
llistorian. 

In  1832  I  returned  lu  Wyoming  from  Chester  County,  where  I  had 
resided  fifteen  years,  and  commenced  farming.  Much  excluth d  by 
local  position  from  society,  I  sought  relaxation  from  labour,  with 
more  than  usual  pleasure,  in  my  books.  Four  volumes  of  the  Jour* 
nal  of  Congress,  during  the  Revolution,  were  upon  the  shelf,  present* 
ing  in  their  details  slight  attraction,  as  I  had  thought,  and  of  little 
VSSf  eieept  Ibr  occask>nal  reference :  but  the  leisure  now  afforded  M 
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me  to  exaniine  them  with  more  care,  and  I  presently  found,  scattered 
through  a  mass  of  interesting  matter,  much  that  related  to  Wyoming. 
Coiiimuniciiting  some  facts  which  I  had  discovered,  that  seemed  of 
particular  interest,  Geu.  William  Ross  nimdoned  to  me,  that  a  lirnind 
voluriio  conlainini:  the  old  Westmor^^land  Records  wa«!  in  the  posses- 
sion of  a  person  in  the  Borough,  who  had  used  the  blank  leaves.  A 
treasure  to  the  antiquarian  oC  tbemaelvest  they  came  to  me  with  the 
increased  charm  that  their  eooleolf  humoitiied  with  early  and 
cherished  ttodies.  Every  pegs  opened  new  views  to  ma  Light 
broke  in  upoo  the  deep  gloom  thet  bad  heretoforet  in  an  especial 
MDiier»ensfaveaded  Umi  Civil  fiwiory  of  Wyominf.  From  the  Atctt 
obtained  la  theee  precioaa  reooids,  aod  those  elieited  by  the  peruMl 
0f  the  Journals  of  Congr^s,  I  formed  the  ooaclusioa  that  the  old 
aoffiurers  bad  endured  grieTous  aod  unredressed  wrongs,  from  their 
own  CkMintry  as  well  as  from  the  Briton  and  Savage.  Two  or  three 
numbers,  setting  forth,  though  very  imperfectly,  the  grounds  of  their 
claim  to  redress,  1  published  in  the  Wilkesbaiie  papers,  when 
Chester  Bailer,  Esq.,  in  whose  prudence  and  judgment  I  had,  and 
have,  the  utmost  confidence,  came  to  mo,  and  said,  "Mr.  Miner,  the 
case  you  are  stating  seems  to  me  a  very  strong  one,  indeed  almost 
irresistible;"  and  he  immediately,  with  the  greatest  kindness,  ofiisred 
me  the  use  of  the  papers  of  CoL  Zebulon  Butier,  his  grandfather. 
Mr.  Anderson  Dana  also  placed  in  my  hands  some  very  interesting 
papers  belonging  to  his  father.  Thus  eicited  and  oheeredi  I  resolved 
to  lose  not  a  moment  in  obtaining  all  the  facts  which  obliterating 
time,  and  relentless  death  had  spared,  relating  to  the  History  <%f 
Wyoming.  To  this  end  I  feided  up  little  books  of  blank  paper,  for 
ooavenieDt  carriage,  took  pens  and  ink,  and  accompanied  by  my 
daughter  Sarah,  (who  though  blind  is,  I  think  it  not  inapprojn  late  here 
to  say,  besides  being  a  most  cheerful  and  agreeable  companion,  quick 
to  fiear,  ready  to  understand,  sound  to  j-jdo^e,  retentive  of  memory, 
and  like  myself,  deeply  interested  in  the  subject,)  we  visiiid  thirty 
or  forty  of  the  ancient  {joople,  who  were  here  at  the  time  of  the  ex- 
pulsion. "We  have  come  to  inquire  about  old.  Wyoming,  pray  tell 
us  all  you  know.  We  wish  an  exact  picture,  such  as  the  valley  pre^ 
jented  sixty  odd  years  ago.  Give  us  the  lights  and  shadows,  its 
jogFS  and  its  sorrows."  In  every  instance  we  were  treated  with 
eourtesy  and  kindness— communications,  full  and  free,  were  madoi 
not  only  with  patieoocb  but  cheerfulness.  This  is  said,  as  many  of 
tka  statmentSt  being  combined  of  matters  within  the  personal 
knowledge  of  the  one  examined,  and  things  learned  from  others,  our 
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inquirief  WM  oAea  aloMl  ttdioasly  miiHilt.  At  ttight  M  Monio 
ing  home,  I  read  orer  to  Sarah  what  I  had  taken  down,  and  care- 
fully corrected  any  error  into  which  the  pen  had  fallen.  If  in  ex- 
amining Severn!  persons  I  ffjund  a  material  fact  stated  diflferently, 
they  were  revisited,  the  subject  considered  again,  and  new  sources 
of  iJiformaiion  sought  until  we  were  satisfied  of  having  arrived  at  a 
correct  conclusion.  This  particular  care  was  the  more  necessary, 
•ince,  from  tlie  cause  stated,  multitudinous  errors  prevailed  in  res- 
pect to  namerottt  details,  in  tbe  mioda  of  nany  intelligent  persons. 

With  a  view  at  once  to  oommonicate  and  elicit  informatioa,  I 
made  from  time  to  time,  poblicatioBi  of  what  we  had  (earsedy 
der  the  name  of  the  Hauiim  DraveUtn/*  The  title  prB«aupfwaad 
that  two  gentlemen  were  traveling  from  Haieltoii  throogh  Wyoming. 
One,  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  valley,  its  fjeople  and  history, 
the  other,  eager  to  learn  every  thing  that  concerned  them.  The  com- 
munications of  one  to  tlie  other  in  their  passing  conversation  con- 
stituted these  nunibers  which  have  excited  so  much  public  attention, 
and  have  been  liberally  used  by  Col.  Stone  in  his  recent  work.  I 
\vi«h  here  distinctly  to  say,  that  the  ccn??ure  cnst  iijxjn  (^ol.  Stone 
for  making  use  of  those  materials,  because  he  was  aware  that  I  was 
coUecting  the  facta  for  my  intended  history,  was  wholly  unmerited 
on  his  part.  They  %vcre  before  the  world  in  a  newspaper— this 
would  have  been  sufficient.  But  moreover,  that  gentleman  had  my 
most  full  and  unreserved  assent  to  his  using  them  at  his  pleasure. 

Interesting  as  are  the  incidents  growing  out  of  the  Revolutionary 
war,  other  matters  of  scarcely  less  moment  will  claim  the  reader's 
altenlion.  For  nine  years  Wyoming,  or  Westmoreland,  was  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  Connecticut — derived  its  laws  from  that  State-* 
and  sent  Representatives  to  her  Assembly. 

For  seven  years,  Civil  war  prevailed  or  raged,  between  Wvoming 
and  Pennsylvania.  The  events  attendant  on  those  unhappy  contiicts 
demand  from  the  liistoric  pen  a  faithful  record. 

I  have  chosen  to  give  the  subject  the  form  of  familiar  letters  to 
my  son,  because,  besides  being  indebted  to  him  for  aid  and  many 
valuable  suggestions,  it  must  be  obvious  that  a  variety  of  minnte 
details  necessary  to  be  preserved  to  present  a  perfect  picture  of  life, 
manners  and  events,  among  a  plain  people^  in  a  new  and  rude  setlle- 
ment,  requires  an  easier  style  and  freer  scope  of  pencil,  than 
might  be  deemed  fitting  to  the  grave  Delineator  of  the  fate  of  Na- 
tions, or  to  the  Historian  who  records  the  revdotions,  the  riaa  and 
the  fall  of  Empires. 
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Tfianks  are  in  the  first  place  due  to  the  Hon.  Edward  Everett, 
our  minister  at  the  Court  of  St.  Jamei?:  With  characteristic  kindaess, 
on  my  soliciting  his  good  offices,  he  applied  to  Lord  Aberdeen,  who 
gave  directions  that  access  should  be  had  to  such  documents  in  the 
State  paper  office  as  might  with  propriety  be  copied :  whereupon 
Co\.  J.  R.  Brodhead  voluntarily  took  upon  himself  the  trouble  of 
making  the  necessary  sitrobatj  and  of  transcribing  whatever  related 
to  Wyoming.  I  feel  very  sensibly  my  iodebtednats  io  CoL  Brod> 
head,  and  acknowledge  it  with  pleasure. 

Tiie  fioQ.  Jobn  N.  Qtmynifuim  with  pirtitl  kuidiieai  hat  anqmiod 
ftr  aad  obtaiaed  lor  im^  while  ta  the  northern  portion  eC  lue  cimitt 
neriooe  ftnlii  Iram  old  eettlen,  whom  I  codd  not  oottreniently  lee. 
•ad       eepeoieUy  «fnnd  eneienl  Mnuecripts  of  awieh  vahiBk  . 

Semtor  Kidder  and  Mr.  Speaker  Wright»  for  their  attention  and 
politeness  in  obtaining,  by  vote  of  the  Assembly,  the  ancient  Susque- 
hanna Company  s  Eecuids,  are  desired  to  accept  my  most  I'ospect- 
ful  thanks. 

Wm.  S.  Derrick,  Esq.,  in  the  State  department,  Washington,  res- 
ponded with  liis  accustomed  kindness;  to  my  inquiries^  and  Airnishfid 
me  the  ancient  maj),  and  other  valuable  papers. 

Amoi^  the  persons  visited,  nnd  to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  infor- 
mation, are  Samuel  Carey,*  Mrs.  Carey,  Thomas  Williams,  Cor- 
nelius Courtrightt  £iq.,  Mrs.  Cooper,  Stephen  Abbott,  Andenon 
Dana,  Biifiii  fieanett,*  llie,  Beanatt,  £liiha  BleobBaa,*  £JeaaMr 
Blackmaa,  Mre.  Blackman,  Nathan  Beach.  Em^  Alexander  Jameeoo, 
Bfrs.  Jenkins,  and  eeveial  members  of  her  lamily,  Mrs.  Myeit, 
Bev.  Ifr.  Bidleok,  Mrs.  Bidlack,  Col.  Jolu  Batler,  George  M,  HoUea- 
baok,  Joseph  Sloeum,  CoL  G.  P.  Ransom,  Jose  Rogers,  Col.  Benjamin 
Dorrance,  CoL  Edward  Inman,  Samuel  Finch,*  Elisha  Harding, 
Esq.,  Mrs.  Young,  David  Perkiiis,  Es(j.,  Aaron  Perkins,  John  Carey, 
Comfort  Carey,  Mrs.  Carey,  Rev.  Mr.  Dana,  Gen.  Wm.  Ross,  Wm. 
Swetland,  Esq.,  Col.  Erastus  Ilill,  Mrs.  Ives,  Mrs.  Town,  Mrs. 
Davis.  The  four  ^vllose  names  are  desifrnated  by  a  star  were  in  the 
battle.  With  one  or  two  exceptions,  the  others  were  inhabitants  of 
Wyoming,  at  the  time  of  the  massacre  and  expulsion,  and  most  of 
Ihesn  of  an  age  to  remember  disthictly  the  events  that  then  took 
pkce. 

To  CoL  Joseph  Kiqgsbnryt  I  take  pleasare  in  making  my  ae* 

lor  a  journal  kept  by  that  geatlemai^  for  seviral  years,  duriaf  the 
contest  with  the  Fennsyhania  taod  claimants.  In  an  especial  asan* 
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ttWf  I  beg  htffm  to  nake  my  grni^M  mImwiedgmeBto  to  C.  L. 
Ward,  Esq.,  That  gentleman  had  been  gathering  materials  for  a 
History  of  Wyoming,  and  had  copied  from  the  archives  at  Harris- 
burg  numerous  documents  bearing  on  the  suljject,  several  of  vvliich 
were  new  to  me,  and  of  great  interest.  On  the  unfurtunate  des- 
truction, by  fire,  of  what  he  had  written,  with  various  papers  oh- 
tamed  from  CoL  Franklioy  he  sent  me  those  documents,  and  placed 
tlwm  at  my  disposal* 

To  Henry  R.  Strong,  Esq.,  Stale  Librsrian>  I  am  indebted  for 
iralmble  estraets  from  booki  and  doettmeot*  at  Harrisburg,  fumiahed 
with  ao  mueh  promptitude  as  greatly  to  enhance  the  obligntimk 
Thanks  are  doe  to  Redmond  Conyngham,  Eaq.,  whose  thorough 
knowledge  of  our  anoient  history  has  enabled  him  to  throw  light 
upon  nnroerous  passages  regarding  the  Indians.  I  cannot  but  ex- 
press the  hope  that  he  will  gather  into  a  yohsroe  and  publish  the  gar^ 
nercd  treasures  of  his  anticiuarian  researches;  Thomas  Elder,  Esq., 
of  Harrisburg  (whose  father  the  Kcv.  John  Elder,  at  once  a  minister 
of  the  gospel,  and  Colonel  of  a  regiment,  who  used,  surrounded  by 
blood  seekinc;  savages,  to  a^fcend  the  pulpit  with  his  biblo  in  one 
hand,  and  ritie  in  the  other,  and  fought  and  prayed  with  Pui  itaii 
courage  and  zeal)  with  the  utmost  kindness  and  confidence,  sent  me 
numerous  family  papers,  bearing  espeeially  on  incidents  of  the  old 
French  and  Indian  war.  Extremely  Taluable,  I  cannot  withhold 
my  earnest  wish  that  the  facts  they  contain  may  be  embodied  in  a 
irolumOi  Few  of  them  come  within  the  scope  of  a  work  so  local  and 
isolated  as  this  in  which  I  am  engaged;  but  such  have  been  selected 
with  care.  Bfiner  8.  Blackman*  Esq.,  Tisiting  Harrisburg,  with  hta 
aecustomed  politeness  copied  fbr  my  use  several  valuable  documents. 

Thus  prepared  with  materials,  I  venture  upon  the  arduous,  but 
pleasing  task  of  writing 

THB   HISTORY  OP  WYOMIMQ. 

P.  S.  Philadelphia,  August  2, 1845. 

To  Mr.  J.  Jordan,  Jr.,  of  Philadelphia,  Member  of  the  Historical 
Society,  I  make,  with  pleasure,  my  very  best  acknowledgments,  not 
only  for  numerous  acts  of  kindness  connected  with  the  publicatkm  of 
tins  work,  but  for  a  number  of  interesting  facts  and  documents,  which 
his  antiquarian  resaarehes  and  taste  had  enabled  him  to  gather  and 
pvsaof  le* 
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1  hardly  know  how  to  express  iny  deep  sense  of  the  considerate 
kindness  shown,  and  unremitting  aid  afforded  ma  by  Joseph  U. 
Chandler,  Esq.,  duriog  the  protracted  and  perplexing  negotiations 
for  the  printing  and  pnUiihiiig  this  Hiftoiy.  The  generous  confi- 
dence advaneed  by  a  gentleman  of  his  ettaUiahed  litmry  reputation, 
lad  the  way  to  a  mott  satisfactory  anangaoMBt ;  and  I  hope  he  will 
pardon  ma  for  sayhig  that  his  eflbrts»  so  lar  tnuMoending  the  claims 
of  firiendship»  could  only  have  proceeded  from  bis  characteristic  lore 
of  doing  good.  My  most  gratdnl  aeknowladgments  wait  upon  him. 
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CONTAIMKa    A    BRIEF    DEiCEIPTIOK    OF  WYOMINO. 


WTOMiMOt  io  its  more  limited  significationt  is  the  name  given  to  a 
valley  oo  the  Susquehanna  river,  about  twenty  miles  in  length  from 
-northeast  to  southwest,  and  from  three  to  four  miles  in  width ;  but 

in  itg  more  enlarged  sense,  it  is  used  to  designate  the  part  of  the 
coufiiiy  witiiin  the  limits  of  Pennsylvania,  embraced  within  the  42d 
dcfrree  of  north  latitude,  claimed  by  Connecticut,  and  partially  set- 
tied  by  a  co!ony  sent  forth  under  her  auspices.  Thus  the  inhabit- 
ants of  Salem,  Huntington,  Providence,  Exeler,and  other  townships, 
though  not  within  the  limits  of  the  valley,  have  always  been  de- 
signated as   Wyoming  Settlers.''* 

The  general  aspect  of  the  territory,  out  of  the  valley,  is  hilly,  and 
no  inconsiderable  portion  of  it  mountainous — ^ridge  after  ridge,  and 
peak  after  peak,  rising  one  above  another  in  sublime  elevation, 
wherein  are  interspersed  extensive  bodies  of  hill  and  vale,  rough  but 
fertile  land,  yielding  to  laborious  culture  remunerating  returns*  The 
Susquehanna  river  rising  in  lake  Otsego,  running  southerly,  crosses 
the  line  dividing  the  i2d  and  43d  degrees  of  latitude;  ihencc  courses 
its  way,  westerly,  about  twenty  miles,  when  turning  to  the  north- 
west it  rccrusses  the  line,  and  pursuing  its  westerly  course  about 
forty  miles,  again  turns  to  the  ?onlh.  and  presently  receives  the  Che- 
mung, at  Tioga  Point,  when  it  bears  away  southeasterly  in  a  deep 
chasm,  closely  bounded  by  hills  and  mountains,  rising  precipitously, 
from  five  hundred  to  a  thousand  feet ;  the  rock-bound  shore  relieved, 
occasbnally  by  patches  of  rich  intervale,  until  it  comes  to  latitude 

*  In  Joly,  1753^  <m  the  fonnatlon  of  the  Susquehanna  Company,  at  Windham,  Cmuwe- 
licut,  a  coinmitleo  was  sent  out  to  pxplorc  "  A  certain  tract  of  latuJ,  Iviug  on  Susquehanna 
river,  »t  or  amt  a  place  called  Chivaumuckt  aa  ulaod  ia  Mid  liver,''  presttined  to  be  the 
Miuocasjr. 
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41  and  about  20  noioules,  when  it  breaks  through  its  lofty  barriers. 
Meeting  the  Lackawanna,  it  again  changes  its  eooTse  and  glides  in  a 
bright,  broad  and  beautiful  stream  to  the  southwest  Easterly, 
within  the  great  bend  of  the  river,  the  land  (comprising  parts  of 
Wyoming,  Bradford,  and  the  whole  of  Susquehanna  counties)  though 
used  as  hunting  ground,  was  impervious  to  Indian  labour,  and 
mained  until  long  after  the  revolutionary  war,  untouched  by  the  axe 
I  of  the  white  man — majestic  in  the  extent,  the  depth  and  the  loftiness 
of  its  forests — sublime  as  it  came  from  the  hand  of  the  Creator.  A 
solitary  Indian  path  from  the  Lackawanna  to  Oquago,  marked  the 
chord  of  the  arc,  beinir  ubout  forty  miles,  while  following  the  bow  of 
the  river,  the  (li>;taiice  exceeded  one  hundred  and  thirty  miles.  But 
wc  arc  now  in  the  valley;  lovely  as  ever  enthusiast  dreamed  of,  or 
poet  sung.  Standing  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  a  little  below  the 
mouth  of  the  Lackawanna,  and  looking  northward,  it  appears  as  if 
by  some  power,  little  short  of  Omnipotent,  the  solid  rock  had  been 
cloven  down  near  a  thousand  feet  to  open  a  passage  for  the  water.** 
Being  on  the  river  bank,  twelve  years  ago,  with  the  able  and 
lamented  Mr.  Packer,  then  chairman  of  the  senatorial  committee,  to 
view  the  coal  region  of  Luxerne,  he  pointed  to  a  huge  mass  of  broken 
and  contorted  rock,  evidently  out  of  place,  which  now  lies  at  Pittston 
Ferry,  between  the  canal  and  river,  and  expressed  the  decided  and 
not  improbable,  o[)inion,  that  in  the  convulsion  of  nature,  which  sepa- 
rated the  mountain  above  us,  this  mass  must  have  been  turn  away, 
and  borne  by  the  ruslnng  flood,  to  its  present  resting  place.  Twenty 
miles  below,  where  the  Susquehanna  takes  leave  of  the  plains,  the 
mountains  are  equally  lofty  and  precipitous.  In  many  places  the 
rocks  distinctly  exhibit  the  abrasion  of  water,  many  feet  above  the 
highest  pitch  to  which  the  river  has  ever  been  known  to  rise,  going 
to  show,  that  at  some  very  remote  period,  this  had  been  a  lake,  and 
indicating  that  there  had  been  a  chain  of  takes,  probably  akmg  the 
whole  line  of  the  stream*  Banks  of  sand,  hills  covered  with  rounded 
stone,  manifestly  worn  smooth  by  attrition,  similar  stones  being 
found  wherever  wells  are  sunk,  tend  to  confirm  the  opinion.  The 
soil  is  chicily  alluvial,  and  the  whole  depth  and  surface,  so  Ikr  as 
examined,  show  ^reat  changes  by  the  violent  action  of  water. 

•  Near  tbe  rammH  of  tto  northetitern  clifT,  the  naked  i<oiw  picMMto  to  the  eve  a  groy 
CTCsrcnt,  which,  preciaely  ol  twolvc,  reccivw  the  direct  rayt  of  the  sun,  and  hrnce  '\%  called 
"  Dial  Htx-k  ;'  -giving  noticp  tn  the  lahonrinp:  htT8?»9nHman,  that  it  is  ttrnc  to  turn  out  Ui 
team,  and  repoaiog  under  the  thade  of  elm  or  walnut,  to  take  hia  noontide  repast. 
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The  geological  structure  of  Wyoming  affords  to  the  inquirer  a 
matter  of  lively  interest.  Were  I  able  to  do  the  subject  justice,  this 
would  not,  perhaps,  be  deemed  tiie  tiuing  place.  The  richness  and 
beaaly  of  the  coal  formation,  however,  al  least  demand  a  momeat'a 
liatioe.  On  the  top  of  tbo  southani,  or  second  range  of  mouatakiiy 
strata  of  rocks  make  tbeir  a|ipevaiice.  The  red-shale,  fiur  iostanee* 
Uimi  by  the  pebbly  oeDglomerate,  (which  ia  the  cradle  or  bed  in 
wbieb  the 'lower  itrEliUi  of  aathracile  vepoMii)  with  other  aeooo^ 
panyiog  redu^  axe  ap|iemt.eiid  easily  traceable.  ■  On  the  oppoeiter 
the  north veetem*  or  eeooad  Baottntain,  the  same  rocks  ap|ieer» 
llmi^  lew  dbtiaetly*  BuurkiAg  the  oater  limiti  of  the  coal  bado,  in 
that  direction.  Within  the  valley  sixteen  strata  of  coal,  varying  in 
thickness  from  four  to  twenty-six  fuet,  have  been  clearly  ascei  taiiied. 
The  quality  of  this  mineral  is  unsurpassed  in  purity;  several  vein^ 
in  an  especial  manner,  being  particularly  excellent  for  the  fusion  of 
ores  and  the  working  of  iron.  During  the  war  of  the  revolution, 
several  boat-loads  were  taken  down  the  Susquehanna,  it  is  supposed^ 
by  Capt*  Daniel  Gore,  for  the  use  of  the  armory  fivgos  at  Carlisle. 

Mag  eras  eiiit  io  limited  extent ;  argillaceous  oiee  are  koowa  to 
pre¥ail  in  near  prnxinity  with  vetni  of  coal,  and  an  extensive  strm- 
tnm  of  moontain  oro  ie  mm  hmg  wrooght  on  one  of  the  hilli  soiith 
of  the  I^Mduwaiua.*  These  brief  pretinuttaiy  notices  of  the  oeal 
end  ore  of  Wyoning  have  been  ouide^  thai  the  distent  jreeder  may 
leceive,  at  least,  a  partial  idea  of  its  alumberiiig  wealth.  The  snb- 
jeet  may  be  adverted  to  more  in  detail  hereajftert  if  our  limits  shall 

permit. 

The  valley,  itself,  is  diversified  by  hill  and  dale,  upland  and  inter- 
vale. Its  character  of  extreme  richness  is  derived  from  the  exten-* 
sive  dats,  or  river  bottoms,  which  in  some  places  extend  from  one  to 
two  mUes  back  from  the  stream,  unrivalled  in  expansive  beauty ; 
unsurpassed  in  luxuriant  fertility.  Though  now  generally  cleared 
end  coltiTated,  to  protect  the  soil  from  floodst  a  fringe  of  trees  is  left 
along  each  bimk  of  the  river :— the  sycamore,  the  dm,  and  more 
especially  the  blackrwahint,  while  here  and  there  scattered  throogh 
the  fields,  a  huge  shellbark  yields  its  summer  shade  to  the  weery 
1ftborer»  and  its  automn  fruit  to  the  black  and  gray  squirrel,  or  the 

*  Snffidoik  pioof        to  thow  that  thu  rich  vein  of  iroa  on  extends  thioflf  boat  the 

wfiole  vdlef;  beneath,  and  nol  &r  below,  the  red-thaJc,  at  Solomon's  creek,  in  Hanover, 

fillocn  miles  southwest  from  the  mine  so  surressfully  worked  by  the  Mea«r*  !^rr,inton«  A.  Co.,  4 
in  Lnckawannn,  the  vein  i«  cxposcil  by  tl>e  dt*ej>  cuttinfj.s  of  thn  Mnurh  Lhuuk  (JomytJOJ^a 
Railroad,  and  ut  expected  soon  to  be  wrought  by  Mr.  Uibiur,  lixe  iuxiuxiato  owner. 
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rival  plough-boy.  Pure  streams  of  water  come  leaping  flrom  the 
moimtains,  imparting  health  and  pleasure  in  their  course ;  all  of 
them  abounding  with  the  delicious  trout.  Along  those  brooks  and 
in  the  swales^  scattered  through  the  uplands,  grow  the  wild  pltm 
and  the  bttttemnt»  wbilet  wbererer  the  hand  of  the  white  roan  hat 
spared  it»  the  native  grape  may  be  gathered  in  unliinited  profoiioiit 
I  have  leen  a  grapevine  bending  beneath  itt  pnr}^  dnaten»  eae 
hnmeh  eHmbing  a  bettemnt*  loaded  with  fruit ;  another  braneb  rm^ 
ing  on  a  wiU  plttm»  red  with  its  delieioas  burden  $  the  while  growing 
in  their  shade,  the  hazlennt  was  ripening  its  ronnded  kernel 

Such  were  common  scenes  when  the  white  people  first  came  to 
Wyoming,  which  seems  to  have  been  formed  by  nature,  a  perfect 
Indian  paradise.  Game,  of  every  sort,  was  abundant.  The  quail 
whistled  in  the  mendow;  the  pheasant  rustled  in  its  leafy  covert; 
the  wild  duck  reared  her  brood,  and  bent  the  reed  in  every  inlet  ;  the 
red  deer  fed  upon  the  hills,  while  in  the  deep  forests,  within  a  few 
hours  walk,  was  found  the  stately  elk.  Several  persons,  now  living, 
delight  to  relate  their  hunting  prowess,  in  bringing  down  this  noblest 
of  oar  forest  inhabitants.  The  river  yielded,  at  all  seasons*  a  supply 
of  fish.  The  yellow  perch»  the  pike>  the  catfish,  the  bass,  the  roach* 
and  in  the  spring  season,  myriads  of  shad.* 

FroiD  various  points,  the  valley  may  be  seen  to  advantage.  Pros- 
pect Rock,  on  the  eastern  mountain,  near  the  tnmpike,  aflbrds  ft 
very  fine,  thongfa  rather  distant,  view.  From  Ross's  Hill,  on  the 
Kingston  side,  looking  up  the  river,  Monockasy  island,  seeming  to 
repose  so  sweetly,  on  the  glassy  bosom  of  the  Susquehanna,  is  a 
landscape  worthy  the  ablest  pencil.  But  from  Inman  s  Hill,  the  eye 
embracing  part  of  Hanover,  and  the  broad  expanse  of  the  Wilkesbarre 
and  Kingston  meadows,  the  prospect  is  eminently  picturesque ;  pre- 
senting a  scene  rich  in  a  single  aspect,  but  in  detail,  studded  with 
innumerable  beauties. 

•  Tilt  ftflt  ii  worth  iwoidinf  titat  lliif  Ibh,  «xeelient  ■■  H  ww  joaUj  MtMiMd,  ctoght 
in  the  Cbenpeake  htf,  <w  it  die  mmth  of  the  river,  attained  lo  %  Mpaiior  m»  and  Mw99t 

when  taken  lo  far  up  txa  Wyoming.  In  point  of  fatness  and  exodlmeay  thaie  oonUI  bo  no 
compariiMin.  Probably,  only  the  largest  and  strongest  rculj  stem  the  current  for  eo  great  a 
distance  ;  but  a  better  reason,  I  apprehend,  10  to  be  found  ui  a  favorable  chan'^r  in  qnrtntitv 
mod  quaUty  of  congenial  food.  In  1798  a  haul  was  made,  at  iS'anticoke,  ot  uncounicU  tboti- 
iindi.  The  flthemieD  tbraw  aalmo  while  purchaam  oraU  bo  liraod,  and  then  gavo  to 
those  who  were  unabia  to  biij.  The  supply  of  aalt  being  ezhaoitad,  tbo  aeine  was  labed, 
and  the  rest  allowed  to  escape.  The  Willcesbarre  Gazette  announced,  at  the  tioM^  in  an 
cxnltin<T  parairraph,  euch  was  the  multitude,  "That  Bonapaito  (then  playing  tba  oonqaerar 
ia  Italy t)  and  all  his  aimy  was  captured  1*' 
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The  name  Wyoming  was  long  supposed  to  mean,  being  inter* 
preted, A  Field  of  Blood  but  Mr.  Heckewelder,  perfeeUy  vened 
in  Indian  language,  to  the  inquiry  of  Mr.  Chapman,  replied :  **  Wyo- 
ming  it  a  comptioa  of  Manghwaawamay  by  which  it  wai  designated 
by  the  Bdaware  Indiant»  being  a  compoond  of  maughwaUf  meaning 
large,  and  toamOf  lignifying  pltnnst  to  that  it  o»y  be  translated 
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iabtbitanto  ^  Wyoming— Six  Nftriem  Qmt  Imd,  «r  Cooncit  fiie,  it  Ooond^fo.. 

MflhawktL 

To  WuAUM  Psfir  M uiBft,  E«i* 

My  Detr  Son, 

Having  presented  you  with  a  brief  sketch  of  Wyoming,  I  pro- 
ceed lo  trace  the  history  of  its  earliest  inhabitants.  Speculations 
upon  the  origin  of  the  Indians,  whether  they  are  derivations  from 
one  stock — ^whether  this  contioMit  was  peopled  from  Asia,  the  colo- 
nkta  landiog  on  the  northwest  coast — whether  the  lost  Tribe  of 
Iirael  may  have  been  removed  and  planted  in  America  by  tome 
miraculotts  intefpodtion  of  Frovidence,  pleasant  as  they  may  pfore 
to  the  learned  antiquarian,  or  the  in^knis  idler,  give  little  promise 
of  solving  the  perplexing  questiott.  Indeed*  with  advancing  know- 
ledge and  increasing  research,  doubts,  instead  of  being  dissipated, 
thicken  around  us.  The  recent  and  most  wonderful  discoveries  in 
Central  America,  Mexico  and  Yucatan,  the  remains  of  vast  eitics, 
temples  oi  hewn  aiona,  rivaling,  in  grandeur  of  design  and  magnifi- 
cence of  execution,  the  noblest  ruins  of  Egypt, — the  varied  and  linished 
sculpture,  speak  of  population  and  wealth — arts  and  arms,  at  a  pe- 
riod so  remote,  as  to  render  it  a  problem  which  is  the  old  world  and 
which  the  new.  Nor  would  those  disquisitions  be  regarded  as  exactly 
in  place  in  a  limited  work  like  the  present;  but  so  deeply  interwoven 
is  the  early  history  of  Wyoming  with  that  of  the  Indians,  a  few  pages 
in  reference  to  those  tribes  which  governed,  or  inhabited  here,  suffi- 
cient to  fix  attention  without  fettguing  it,  may  be  reg^ed  as 
proper. 

By  those  most  deeply  versed  in  the  subject  it  is  supposed  that 
there  were  three  distinct  Nations  in  North  America,  radically  diflbiw 

ing  m  their  languages.  Oi  tliis  opinion  was  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hccke- 
welder,  certainly  authority  in  a  high  degree  entitled  to  coosidcraiioo. 
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He  enuroeratw  the  Leni-Lenape,  or  I>elawarei.  The  Mengwe,  or 

Iix)qnoi9,  and  the  Algonquios.  Of  these  the  Leni-Lenape  and  Iroquois 
were  the  principal  Jiihabitants,  cast  of  the  Mississippi,  and  south  uf 
the  great  lakes— But  these  were  divided  and  subdivided  into  in- 
numerable tribes,  w  ith  most  unutterable  nanies,  many  of  thern  sj)eak- 
ing  dialects  so  little  resembling  the  parent  language,  as  to  create 
doubts  of  their  common  origin.  Mr.  Jeflferson  speaks  of  tribes  on 
the  Potomac  and  James'  river»  who  could  not  converse  but  through 
an  interpreter.  Without  pursaing  this  point  further,  I  proeeed  di- 
lectly  to  the  matter  which  coDoerna  our  inmiediate  suhjeet 

Aa  early  after  the  first  aettleneiita  made  by  Europeans  in  Vir- 
ginia, Plymouth,  and  Ifew  York,  as  Savage  policy  and  power  could 
be  at  all  comprehended,  they  found  the  Iroquois  or  Mengwe,  five 
united  nations  of  Indians,  situated  north  of  the  blue  mountainst 
amidst  the  lesser  lakes,  and  on  the  head  waters  of  the  Hudson,  the 
Delaware,  aad  the  Susciufjlianiia,  claiming  empire  and  exacting 
homage  through  an  extent  of  territory,  equal  to  ilio  old  Thirteen 
Btates.  Their  names  were  Mohawks,  Seneca?,  Onomlaffos,  Onei- 
das,  Cayugas,  to  which  was  afterwards  atJded  the  Tuscaroras,  con- 
stituliiig  the  well  known  and  long  dreaded  confederacy  of  the  Six 
Nations.  Prood^  ambitious,  warlike,  Rome  in  the  zenith  of  her 
power,  did  not  exercise  dominion  as  empiesa  of  the  earth,  with  moie 
dietalorial  and  absolute  sway. 

This  valley  having  been,  for  centuries,  subject  to  their  aothorityt 
and  here  having  been  eihibited  the  last  dread  scene  in  the  fearfiil 
drama  of  their  national  eiistence,  I  shall  endeavour  to  give  a  sketch 
of  their  history,  policy,  and  power,  so  far  as  such  exposition  may 
tend  to  illustrate  the  annaU  of  Wyoming.  It  does  not  appear  to 
me  that  any  writer  has  set  forth,  distinctly,  in  sufficiently  bold  re- 
lief— their  extent  oi  dominion — their  aiisoiute  sovereignty — their  pro- 
found poiicy — their  inij^enal  swny. 

In  unraveling  tlic  tangled  web  of  Indian  history,  we  found  our- 
selves in  the  outset  extremely  embarrassed,  especially  when  reading 
the  pages  of  Hecke welder,  and  other  writers  of  the  United  brethren. 
The  removal  of  tribes,  or  parts  of  tribes,  to  the  valley;  their  rematn- 
hig  a  brief  period,  and  then  emigrating  to  some  other  place,  with- 
out any  apparent  motive,  founded  in  personal  convenience,  consist* 
eney^  or  wisdom,  perplexed  us  exceedingly,  as  we  doubt  not  it  has 
others.  The  domineering  spknk  of  the  Six  Nations  is  spoken  of,  and 
incidents  are  related  showing  their  assumption  of  power  over  the 
iurrouDdiu|$  inb^a ;  but  Mr.  Ueckewelder  will  not  admit  that  the 
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Dela wares,  his  beloved  Leni-Lenapc,  were  a  conqiierefl  people;  the 
▼assals  of  the  Si?c  Nations.  Yet  t?uch  was  unquestionably  the  fact, 
as  were  most  of  the  surrounding  nations;  and  when  this  truth  is  once 
admitted,  what  was  before  doubtful,  becomes  perfectly  dear  oreasilf 
espltcable. 

In  treating  this  flmtter,  I  feel  a  imly  assurance,  that  old  facts 
will  be  presented  in  snob  new  aspects  and  relatioos,  and  so  nach  of 
-  ao^ty  will  be  introduced,  as  to  repay  the  best  learned  in  Indian 
story  the  labour  of  perusal. 

Whether  the  eonjeetore  be  well  founded,  which  I  Tentttre  to  sng^ 
gest,  namely; — That  the  Empire  was  divided  for  easier  government, 
into  three  provinces,  the  Muha\vks  taking  tlic  country  east  uf  ihe 
I )(  I  a  ware,  and  along  the  St.  Lawrence — the  CayiKjas  having  ad- 
mi  ii  is  t  ration  westerly,  south  of  the  great  lakes,  along  the  Ohio,  and 
generally  beyond  the  Alle^iiJiny  inountains  to  the  Mississippi: — 
The  Senecas  and  Oneidas  governing  the  country  west  of  the  Dela- 
ware, east  of  the  Alleghany,  and  indefinitely  south,  perhaps  to  the 
Saluda  Gap,  thence  to  the  Mississippi :  while  the  Onondagos 
tiere  eminent  as  counsellors,  distinguished  for  eloquence,  perhaps 
revered  like  the  tribe  of  laivi  as  the  Priesthood  of  the  confederacy, 
to  whose  care  was  cooMuitted  the  keeping,  or  kindling,  the  sacred 
Fire  around  wfatch  their  most  solenin  deliberations  were  hekU*tha 
critical  reader  will  determine,  after  the  facts  which  bear  on  the  case 
are  Mly  exhibited* 

But  this  must  be  kept  constantly  in  mind,  that  the  **  Gfreat  Head,** 
or  council  at  Onondago,  was  supreme; — that  whatever  was  done, 
every  mntcrial  transaction,  no  matter  by  which  nation,  tribe  or  di- 
vision uiidertaken,  was  the  result  of  united  councils  at  that  Federal 
Congress. 

With  these  preliminary  remarks,  I  proceed  to  sketch  the  Iroquois 
in  the  eastern  division  of  their  empire,  under  the  more  immediate 
administration  of  the  Mohawks. 

In  1669  there  was  war  between  the  Mohawks  and  Massachusetts 
Indians.  It  had  raged  for  several  years.  Six  or  seven  hundred 
warriors  under  the  command  of  a  great  chief,  Cfaikataubutt,  a  wise 
and  stout  roan,  were  led  out  two  hundred  pules  to  attack  a  Mohawk 
fort.  They  were  repelled  and  ambtished  on  their  retreat,  and  a 
great  fight  ensued.  **What  was  most  calamitous  in  this  disastrous 
expedition,  (says  the  Historian)  was  the  loss  of  the  great  chief  Chik- 
ataubutt,  who,  after  performing  prodigies  of  valour,  was  killed  in 
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repelling  the  Mohawks  fn  their  last  attack,  with  almost  all  his  cap- 
tains.** I  copy  from  Drake's  muliitudinous  collection  of  facts,  con- 
nected wrth  Indian  story;  and  he  from  collections  of  the  Mass.  Hist. 
See :  The  authority  adds: — The  Mohawks  considered  themselves 
th^  moMters,  and  although  peace  was  brought  about  between  theoif 
by  the  mediation  of  the  English  and  Dutch,  yet  the  Massachusettv, 
and  othervy  often  sufoed  from  their  incursiooSb^ 

The  OTerthrow  of  fheae  0  or  700  warriors  was  nnmiiestljr  totaK 
One  European  nation  was  not  saffieient^ — ^the  English  and  Dutch 
were  obliged  to  unite  their  powerful  mediation  to  restrain  these 
terrible  barbarians.  It  is  evident  that  long  before  this  period  (1069) 
the  Mohawk  power  had  been  established,  probably  for  centuries. 
No  date  has  ever  been  given  when  tin-  neighbom  ini,'  jm Lions  were 
finally  subdued.  The  Mohawks  clumied,  not  tliat  naii^  \hc.y  had 
conquered  the  I\Iussuchusetts,  bot  that,  for  an  indefinite  jKirio<l,  liiesc 
had  been  their  vassals.  In  the  fiislni  v  ol  tiie  New  England  Indians, 
nt  a  period  thirty  years  previous  to  tfie  defeat  and  death  of  Chik- 
ataubutt,  we  have  an  account  of  a  great  sachem  of  the  Narragansetts, 
who  was  slain  by  the  Mohawks.  "  In  the  beginning  of  July  1676, 
those  Indians  who  were  known  by  the  name  of  Mauguawogs,  or  Mo- 
hawks, i,  t,  man-eaters,  had  lately  fallen  on  Philip  [the  renowned 
Narragansett  chief,  whose  Indian  name  was  Pometacom] — and  killed 
forty  of  his  men."* 

About  this  time  the  Mohawks  sent  a  threat  that  they  wodd  de^ 
stroy  all  the  Indians  from  Uncas  and  Mount-Hope,  to  the  eastward 
as  far  as  Pegypscot. 

The  New  York  Historian,  Saiith,  sets  forth  ;  "When  the  Dutch 
began  the  settlement  of  New  York,  all  the  Indians  on  Long  Island, 
and  the  northern  shore  of  the  Sound,  on  the  banks  of  the  Connecti- 
cut, Hudson,  Delaware,  and  Suscjuehunna  rivers,  were  in  subjection 
to  the  Five  Nations." — The  same  author  asserts  that,  within  the 

*  The  Qowrnor  or  New  TIampshirc,  in  1G85,  recehcd  a  letter  wrillen  liy  t  dkHngoiibed 
aagomore,  and  signed  hy  fifteen  Chief*,  of  which  the  following  is  nn  extract. 

"  Mnv  15,  Honor  Oovcrnor,  my  friend,  you  my  friciul,  I  tU'sire  vonr  worship  and 

your  power,  because  1  hoiie  you  can  do  sutiie  great  matter*  llu«  one.  I  am  \iOoi  and  naketl, 
and  have  no  men  at  my  place,  becauae  I  afraid  always  Mohago  ho  will  kill  mc  every  day 
•lid  night.  If  your  wonhip  when  pleaae  ftvf  help  me  yoa  no  let  Mohago  kiH  me  et  mj  plaoe 
at  Malanttke  (Mefiiinadt)  liver,  edied  Fknukkogf  aal  Nnlikkkog,  I  will  eubuiil  your  wop- 
•hip  and  your  jxiwcr." 

By  Moha^'o  tin-  Mohawk*  were  dcarij  ioditleteU.  Soiiu  eeat  ea  the  Mcfiiauek  wef« 
their  arms  a  source  of  terror. 
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memory  of  persons  then  living,  a  small  tribe  on  the  Hudson  paid  an 
annual  tribute  of  twenty  pounds  to  the  Mohawks. 

In  August,  1G80,  the  Iroquois  sent  out  an  army  of  1200  warriors, 
^lio  attacked  Montreal,  burnt  tlie  huuseSf  sacked  tiie  planiatioDJB»  and 
fiiew  great  numbers  of  the  French. 

Smith  further  says,  in  1756,  "  These  Indians  (Iroquois)  universally 
concur  in  the  claim  of  all  the  lands  oot  sold  to  the  Englisht  from  ttie 
month  of  Sorel  river,  on  the  sooth  side  of  lakes  Erie  and  Ontario^ 
on  both  sides  of  the  Mississippi,  and  on  the  north  side  of  those 
lakes,"  &c 

An  extract  from  Remarks  on  the  Policy  and  Practice  of  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain,  m  their  treatment  of  the  Indians,'* 
by  Gov.  Cass,  published  in  the  North  American  Review,  April  1627, 
(a  paper  pregnant  with  important  matter,  and  written  with  eztraor* 
dinary  power,)  will  illustrate  the  view  I  have  taken.    (See  p.  50.) 

"Charlevoix,  long  since  described  the  Wyandots,  as  the  nation 
of  ali  Canada,  the  most  remarkable  for  its  defects  and  virtues.  Wiiea 
Jacques  Cartier  ascended  the  St.  Lawrence  he  found  them  established 
near  Hockeiega,  now  Montreal ;  and  when  Chnmplain  pnt(  r<  d  the 
same  river  their  war  with  tlic  Irocjuois  had  already  commenced,  and 
that  entcrprizing  officer  accompanied  one  of  their  parties  in  a  hostile 
expedition  against  their  enemies.  The  event*  of  the  war  tsere  mo$t 
dUasirciUMt  and  they  were  driven  from  their  country  to  the  northern 
there  of  lake  Huron*  But  distance  afforded  no  securityt  owi  the 
Iroquoie  pursued  them  with  rdenden  fury.  Famine,  disease  and  war 
made  frightful  havoc  among  them,  and  the  account  of  their  su&rings 
given  fay  the  old  Missionaries,  who  witnessed  and  shared  them, 
almost  tasks  the  belief  of  the  reader."  **  TAey  toer«  HteraUy  hunted 
from  their  resting  place^  and  the  feeble  remmmt  of  this  onee  powerful 
and  haughty  tribe  owed  their  preservation  to  the  protection  of  the 
Sioux,  in  jL'hose  country^  west  of  lake  Superior,  they  found  sa  fctj/  and 
tranquiUityy  Surely  that  nation  must  have  been  tremendous  m  its 
power,  as  terrible  in  its  wrath,  that  could  thus  nearly  exterminate  a 
powerful  tribe,  hunting  them  throtii^'h  twenty  degrees  of  longitude! 
Nor  can  it  be  doubted  that  the  western  Indians,  to  lake  Superior, 
most  have  been  their  obedient  allies  or  trembling  vassals* 

I  should  4eem  myself  unpardonable  if  I  withheld  the  following 
interesting  paper;  for  to  a  large  proportion  of  the  readers  of  this 
volume  it  probably  will  be  new. 
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AN  INDIAN  TRADITION, 

CONCERNING   THB  O&IOIN   OF   TUB  FIVB  NATIONS* 

The  following  is  the  ftccount  given  by  old  Cannassatego,  of  the 
manner  in  which  his  country  was  made  and  peopled. 

"When  our  u^ood  Manitta  raised  Akanishionegy*  out  of  the  great 
waters,  he  said  to  his  brctlueii,  how  fine  a  country  is  this!  I  will 
iiiuke  Redf  men,  the  best  of  men,  to  enjoy  it.  Then  w  ith  five  hand- 
fuls  of  red  seeds,  like  tlie  eggs  of  Ihes,  did  he  strow  the  fertile  fields 
ofOnondago.  Little  worms  came  out  of  the  seeds,  and  penetrated 
the  earth,  when  the  spirits,  who  had  never  yet  seen  the  light,  entered 
into  and  united  with  them.  Manitta  watered  the  earth  with  his  rain, 
the  sun  wanned  it,  the  wornM»  with  the  spirits  in  them,  grew>  putting 
forth  little  arms  and  legs,  and  moved  the  light  earth  that  covered 
thero.  After  nine  moons  they  came  forth  perfect  boys  and  girls. 
Manitta  covered  them  with  his  mantle  of  warm,  purple  cloud,  and 
nourished  them  with  milk  from  his  fingers  ends.  Nine  summers  did 
he  nurse  them,  and  nine  summers  more  did  he  instruct  them  how  to 
live.  In  the  mean  time  he  had  made  for  their  use,  trees,  plants,  and 
animals,  of  various  kinds.  Akanishionegy  was  covered  with  woods 
and  filled  with  creatures.  Tlien  he  assembled  his  children  together 
and  said,  **  Ye  are  Five  Nations,  for  ye  sprang  each  from  a  different 
handful  of  the  seed  I  sowed;  but  ye  are  all  brethren;  and  I  ana 
your  father,  for  I  made  ye  all  ;  I  have  nursed  ai»d  brought  you  up: 
Mohocks,  1  have  made  you  bold  and  valiant,  and  sec,  I  give  you 
corn  for  your  food :  Oneidas,  I  have  made  you  patient  of  pain  and 
of  hunger,  the  nuts  and  fruits  of  the  trees  are  yours.  Senekas,  I 
have  made  you  industrbus  and  active,  beans  do  I  give  you  for  nour- 
ishment :  Cay ugasy  I  have  made  you  strong,  friendly  and  generous, 
ground  nuts  and  every  root  shall  refresh  you:  Obondagos,  I  have 
made  you  wise,  just  and  eloquent;  squashes  and  grapes  have  I  given 
you  to  eat,  and  tobacco  to  smoke  in  Council.  The  beasts,  birds  and 
fishes  have  I  given  to  you  all,  in  common.  As  I  have  loved  and 
taken  care  of  you  all,  so  do  you  love  and  take  cam  of  one  anoLher. 
Comnuiaicate  freely  to  each  other  the  good  things  I  have  given  you, 
and  learn  to  imitate  each  other's  virtues.   I  have  made  you  the  best 

•  The  country  of  the  F  ive  Nntiona. 

t  They  thus  distincuishr*!  iln  iii»  hi"»  from  whitfi  mm  Qml  Wack  men.  Bttt  their  COIlk* 
ptezkm  u  not  pru|icii^  red.   it  m  ratiier  the  cuiot  of  coppci,  or  ukaU^an^v* 
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people  in  ihc  world,  and  I  give  you  the  best  country.  You  will  de- 
fend it  from  the  invasions  of  other  nations,  from  the  children  of  other 
Manittns,  and  keep  possession  of  it  for  ynurselvef?,  while  the  sun  and 
moon  i^ive  light,  find  the  waters  run  in  the  rivers.  This  you  shall 
do  if  you  observe  my  words.  Spirits,  I  am  oow  about  to  leave  yoa. 
The  bodies  I  have  given  you  will  in  time  grow  old,  and  wear  out* 
80  that  you  wiil  be  weary  of  them ;  or  from  various  accidents  they 
nay  become  unfit  for  your  habitation,  and  you  will  leave  them.  I 
cannot  remain  here  always  to  give  you  new  ones.  I  have  great 
aflhirs  to  mind,  in  distant  places,  and  I  cannot  again  attend  so  long 
to  tlie  nursing  of  children*  I  have  enabled  you  therefore  among 
yourselves  to  produce  new  bodies,  to  supply  the  place  of  old  ones, 
that  every  one  of  you,  when  he  parts  with  his  old  habitation,  may 
in  due  time  find  a  new  one,  and  never  wander  longer  than  fie  chose 
under  the  earth,  deprived  of  ilie  light  of  the  sun.  Nourish  and  in- 
struct your  children,  as  I  have  nourished  and  instructed  you.  Be 
just  to  all  TiRQ  and  kind  to  strangers,  that  come  among  you.  So 
shall  you  be  happy  and  be  loved  by  all :  and  I  myself  will  sometimes 
visit  and  assist  you*"  Saying  this,  he  wrapped  himself  in  a  bright 
cloud  and  went  like  a  swift  arrow  to  the  sun,  where  his  brethren 
joiced  at  his  return.  From  thence  he  often  looked  at  Akanishionegyt 
and  pointing,  showed  with  pleasure,  to  his  brothers,  the  country  ha 
had  formed,  and  the  nations  he  had  produced  to  inhabit  it*** 

b  it  not  beautiful  ?  And  does  it  not  in  some  degree  warrant  tha 
opinion  I  have  suggested,  that  the  Onondagos  were  regarded  as  thft 
wiliest,  perhaps,  ihe  Sacred  I^uiion?" 
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Massn wampus  of  Wyoming— Srnpcas  fin«1  Oneulas — TnJinn  Fortification*— Medal  «f 
Gonrijo  I. — niirying  PInces — Exbumati«Mi  of  an  Indian  Kitifj — Probable  likpneM  of 
dui-eu  Anne — Spirit,  puwcr  and  doDuniuu  oi  the  Iroquois,  or  Great  Confederacy. 

Thbse  previously  related  facts  make  sufficiently  plain  the  extent 
and  spiiii  oi  domiiiioii  claimed  and  exercised  in  the  eastern  and 
northern  }X)rtions  of  the  Continent  by  this  tremendously  formidable 
power.  We  now  turn  to  the  southern  Province,  west  of  the  Dela- 
ware, east  of  the  Alleghany  mountains;  nml  southerly  from  the  head 
waters  oi  the  Susquehanna,  administered  by  the  Senecas  and  One  idns: 
and  as  in  this  territory  Wyoming  is  included,  we  hope  to  throw  more 
incident  into  our  narrative,  and  impart  greater  interest  to  the  subject. 

Mr.  Jefferson,  after  describing  the  numerous  tribes  in  lower  Vir- 
ginia»  in  wbtch  the  Powhattan  confederacy  is  estimated  at  6000» 
says :  **  Westward  of  alt  these  tribes,  beyond  the  nunintains,  and 
extending  to  the  great  lakes,  were  the  Massawamees,  a  moti  fomtr' 
ful  confederacy^  who  barrassed  tmremiuingly  the  Fbwfaattans,  and 
Manahoacs.  These  were  probably  the  ancestors  of  tribes  known  at 
present  as  the  Six  Nations/'  I  am  strongly  of  opinion  that,  at  an 
early  period,  Wyoming  was  the  head  (juai  tors  of  one  or  two  of 
those  nations,  though  not  the  scite  of  their  great  Council  fire; — that 
was  at  OnoodaL^d.  Thry  were  then  known  by  the  name  of  Massa- 
wamees, Is  not  the  inference  fair  that  th>^  name  they  tfien  bore  was 
derived  from  these  extensive  plains  1  The  reader  will  bear  in  mmd 
that  Indian  names  are  not  arbitrary  selections  of  fuicy,  but  uniform- 
ly are  given  as  descriptive  of  the  thing  named. 

Massachusetts  was  thus  called  from  the  blue  hills,  says  Roger  Wil- 
liams. The  Rev.  John  Cotton  defines  Massachusetts,  in  his  vocabu- 
lary of  Indian  vrords,  An  bill  in  the  form  of  an  arrow  bead.'* 
The  name  of  the  terrible  *foes  of  the  Powhattans,  then,  was  formed 
of  the  two  wordsy  Mium»HUl$^Waug?imee8,  plains— meaning  A 
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people  among  the  hills,  seated  upon  extensive  plains — an  exact  de- 
scription of  Wyoming. 

I  have  purposely  left  a  notice  of  Indian  furtifications,  found  in 
the  valley,  for  this  connexion,  because  the  aspect  they  present 
Strengthens  the  conclusion,  that  Wyoming  was  the  rcskiefice  of 
several  chie&  and  tribes  of  this  gigantic  empire.  Mr.  Chapman  has 
giTeo  a  clear  descriptioo  of  the  Ibrt  remaioiiig  on  the  weat,  or  King- 
stooaideof  the  river. 

In  the  valley  of  Wyoming*  there  exists  some  remains  of  ancieiit 
lorttficattoos»  which  appear  to  have  been  oonstmcted  by  a  race  of 
people  very  diflerent  in  their  habits  from  those  who  oecapied  the 
place  when  first  discovered  by  the  whites.  Most  of  these  rains  have 
been  so  much  obluerated  by  the  operations  oi  agi  icukurc,  that  their 
forms  caiinot  now  be  distinctly  ascertained.  That  which  remains 
the  most  entire,  was  examined  by  the  writer  during  the  summer 
of  1H17,  and  its  dimensions  carefully  ascertained;  altiiough  from 
fn  (juent  plonc^hing,  its  form  had  become  almost  destroyed.  It  is 
situated  in  the  township  of  Kingston,  upon  a  level  plain  on  the  north 
side  of  Toby's  creek,  about  one  hundred  and  ddy  feet  from  its  bankf 
and  about  half  a  mile  from  its  confluence  with  the  Sasquehanna.  It 
is  of  an  oval  or  elliptical  form,  having  its  longest  diameter  from  the 
northwest  to  the  southeast,  at  right  angles  to  the  creekt  three  hundred 
and  thh^ty-seven  feet»  and  its  shortest  diameter  from  the  northeast  to 
the  soathwestt  two  hundred  and  seventy*two  feet  On  the  south* 
divest  side,  appears  to  have  been  a  gateway  aboot  twelve  feet  wide, 
opening  toward  the  great  eddy  of  the  river,  into  which  the  creek 
falls.  From  present  appearances,  it  consisted,  probably,  of  only  one 
mound  or  rampart,  which,  in  height  and  thickness,  appears  to  have 
been  the  same  on  all  side?,  and  vvas.constructcd  of  earth;  the  plain 
on  which  it  stands,  not  abounding  in  stone.  On  the  outside  of  the 
rampart,  is  an  entrenchment  or  ditch  formed,  probably,  by  removing 
the  earth  of  which  it  is  composed,  and  which  appears  never  to  have 
-been  walled.  The  creek,  on  which  it  stands,  is  bounded  by  a  high 
steep  bank  on  that  side,  and  at  ordinary  times,  is  sufficiently  deep  to 
admit  canoes  to  ascend  from  the  river  to  the  fertificatioo.  When 
the  first  settlers  came  to  Wyomingt  this  plain  was  covered  with  its 
aative  forests,  consisting  principally  of  oak  and  yellow  pine;  and  the 
trees  which  grew  in  the  rampart  and  in  the  entrenchment,  are  said 
to  have  been  as  large  as  those  In  any  other  part  of  the  valley  $  one 
large  oak  particularly,  upon  being  cut  down,  was  ascertained  to  be 
£cveu  hundred  years  old.   The  Indians  iiad  no  tradiliua  concerning 
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these  forlificalions,  neither  did  they  appear  to  have  any  knowledge 
of  the  jMirposcs  for  which  they  were  constructed.  They  were,  per- 
haps, erected  about  the  same  time  wlili  those  upon  llie  waters  of  the 
Oiiio,  and,  probably  by  a  simliar  people,  and  for  similar  juirposes." 

1  am  happy  to  be  able  to  add  some  very  mteresting  facts  to  this 
detcription  of  my  lameoted  friend.  Another  fortification  existed  cm 
Jacob's  PiaiiMi*  or  the  uppor  flata»  in  Wilkeaborre.  its  sitvation  k 
the  highest  part  of  the  low  groandiy  so  that  only  in  extraordinary 
foodf,  ia  the  apoC  eovered  with  water.  Uooking  over  tha  flate,  in 
ordiaarily  high  fimhea,  tha  site  of  tha  fiirt  prooenti  to  tha  eye  an 
ialaod  in  tha  vast  sea  of  waters*  The  eaeten  aztremity  is  near  tha 
line  dividing  the  fiurms  of  Mr.  John  Searle  and  Mr.  James  Hanooek» 
where,  from  its  safety  firom  inundation,  a  fenee  has  long  sinee  been 
placed  ;  and  to  tills  circumstance  is  to  be  attributed  the  preservation 
of  the  embankment  and  ditch.  In  the  open  field,  so  entirely  is  the 
work  levelled,  that  the  eye  cannot  trace  it ;  but  the  extent  west,  15 
known,  "  for  it  reached  tiuough  the  meadow  lot  of  Capt.  Gore," 
(said  Cornelius  Courtright,  Esq.,  to  me,  when  visiting  the  ground 
several  years  ago)  **  and  oan^  on  to  my  lot  one  or  two  rods.''  The 
lot  of  Capt.  Gore  was  seventeen  perches  in  width.  Taking  then 
these  two  hundred  and  eighty  feet,  add  the  distance  it  extended 
aastwardly  on  the  Searle  lot,  and  the  eztennon,  westerly,  on  the  lot 
of  Esq.  Conrtright,  we  have  the  length  of  that  measured  by  Mr. 
Chapman,  so  very  nearly,  as  to  render  the  inlerence  almost  oertain^ 
that  both  were  of  the  same  siae  and  dimensions.  Huge  trees  were 
growing  oat  of  the  embankment  when  the  white  people  began  to 
clear  the  flats  for  cultivatioR.  This,  too,  in  Wilkesbarrc,  is  oval,  as 
is  still  manifest  from  the  segment  exiubited  on  the  upper  part,  formed 
by  the  remaining  rampart  and  fosse,  the  chord  of  the  arc  being  the 
division  fence.  A  circle  is  easily  made ;  the  elliptical  form  much 
more  difficult  for  an  untutored  mind  to  trace.  Triflini?  as  these  cir- 
cumstances may  appear,  the  exact  coincidence  in  aize  and  shape,  and 
that  shape  difficult  to  form,  they  appeared  to  me  worthy  of  a  distinct 
Botioe.  The  WUkesbarre  fortification  is  about  eighty  rods  from  tha 
fiver,  towards  which  a  gate  opened,  and  the  ancient  people  conoar 
in  statii^  thai  a  wall  existed  in  the  interior,  near  the  soothero  line. 
Oft  the  bank  of  the  river  these  is  an  Indian  burying  place,  not  a 
barrow  or  hill,  such  as  is  described  by  Mr.  Jefl^orson,  but  where 
l^vas  have  been  dog,  and  the  deoeased  kid,  horicontally,  in  regular 
vows.  In  excavating  the  canal,  cutting  through  the  bank  that  bor- 
ders ilk&  Hats,  perhaps  thirty  rods  south  from  the  fort,  was  another 
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tNnyiag  plaeedMoMd,  eridmitlj  flnte  mommt ;  fertheboBMalsMt 

immediately  crnmbled  to  dust*  on  exposure  to  the  nirj  and  the 
deposits  were  far  more  niiiiicrous  than  in  that  near  the  river.  By 
the  representation  of  James  Stark,  Ks(j.,  the  skeletons  were  count- 
ies^, and  the  deceased  had  been  buried  in  a  sitting;  |)Osture.  In  a 
considerable  portion  of  the  bank,  though  scarcely  a  bone  rernaineci 
of  sufficient  tirmni^s  to  be  lifted  up,  the  closeness  and  position  of  the 
buried,  were  apparent  by  the  diacoloration  of  tbe  earth.  In  this 
placa  of  depositee  ao  beads  ware  kmdf  whUe  thejr  were  oeanim  k 
that  Bear  the  river. 

In  1814,  I  visilad  this  ibrtifioation  in  eea^Miny  with  the  present 
Chief  Jostice  Gibson,  and  Jaeob  Cist,  Bsqsi  The  whole  line, 
althoagh  it  had  been  ploughed  for  more  than  thirty  years,  was  then 
distinctly  traeeable  by  the  eye.  Fortune  was  noexpeotedly  propitioai 
to  ear  search,  for  we  Ibond  a  medal  bearing  on  one  side  the  impress 
•  of  King  George  the  First,  dated  1714,  (the  year  he  commenced  his 
reign,)  on  the  other,  an  Indian  chief.  It  was  awarded  to  Mr.  Cist, 
as  the  most  em  inns  and  careful  in  such  matters,  and  by  him  was 
deposited  wiiii  the  riiihidelphia  Historical  Society.* 

Three  years  ago,  an  ice  Hood  passed  over  the  flats,  and  left  several 
skeletons  exposed.  Mr.  Hancock  politely  sent  for  me,  but  being 
absent,  I  did  not  visit  the  spot  until  the  next  day.   A  profusion  of 

'  blue  beads  remained  ;  a  skull  or  two»  and  some  well  preserved  bones 
were  taken  by  Dr.  Boyd  $  but  all  were  regretting  that  I  had  not  seen 
n  picture  of  a  lady,  found  npon  the  breast,  worn  as  a  locket,  of,  from 
this,  the  beads  and  other  ornaments,  it  was  supposed  a  great  chie£ 
Various  were  the  conjectures  who  it  could  have  been.  Some  sup- 

'  posed  a  European  officer  had  presented  the  chief  with  a  miniature 
of  his  mistress ;  this  I  thought  improbable.  The  Kkeness  was  not 
painted  on  ivory,  but  a  punt  pasted  on  an  oval  piece  uf  glass,  about 
lour  mches  the  longest  way.  Taken  in  connexion  with  the  medal  of 
George  the  First,  I  oppressed  the  conviction  that  the  picture  must 
have  been  that  of  (^leen  Anne.  What  greatly  Rtrenirthons  this 
opinion  is  the  fact,  that  in  1710,  in  the  reign  of  that  Queen,  a 
deputation  of  chiefs  of  tiie  Five  Nations  visited  England,  where 
they  were  received  with  marked  distinction.  Clothed  like  tragedy 
Idngs,  by  tailors  of  the  theatre ;  taken  in  the  coaches  of  state,  they 
were  waited  upon  by  Sir  Charles  Cotterell,  and  on  the  19th  of  April, 

*  Should  it  not  be  placed  with  the  Indian  relics  in  a  ^iuseum  to  be  formed  in  Wilke** 
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latrodnoed  lo  h«r  Majesty  hy  the  Duke  of  Shrew^aiy.  They  wm 
entertained  by  maoy  noble  peraoos,  particttlerly  the  great  Doke  of 
Ormond,*  who  regaled  them  with  a  review  of  the  life-guards.  Their 

portraits  were  taken,  and  arc  now  in  the  British  Museum. 

Their  visit  is  noticed  by  Sir  Richard  Steele,  ia  thg  Tattler/'  of 
May  13,  1710. 

The  delegation  consisted  of  five  chiefs,  of  v%honi,  the  names  of 
four  are  preserved  : — 1.  Te-Yee-Neen-Ho-Ga-Prow  ;  2.  Sa-Ga-Yean* 
Qua-Peah  Ton ;  a  £low-Oh-Koam,  and  4.  Oh-Nee-Yeath-Toa-No- 
Prow — the  two  last  named  being  River  Iadiaii8.t 

It  aeemst  then,  probable,  that  the  ekeletoo  found  with  the  picture 
on  h»  breatt,  was  one  of  the  two  latter  ehief9»  who  had  visited  the 
Court  of  Queen  Anne,  received  her  HkmieH,  pasted  on  gjaai,  which 
was  worn  as  a  badge  of  honour,  and  was  buried  with  him. 

Mr.  Jefierson  further  states,  that  the  Tuioaroras  became  united 
with  the  Iroquois,  in  1712,  thus  making  the  confederacy  Six  Nations. 
Oi  course,  when  the  delegation  visited  England  in  1710,  two  years 
l)Llbi  e,  the  confederacy  was  constituted  of,  as  it  was  called,  the  Five 
Nations.  Five  chiefs  went  to  England.  The  inference  is  quiie  ()ro- 
hdlAe,  nay,  almost  certain,  that  a  distinguished  sachem  went  from 
each  nation.  One  died  in  England,  leaving  four,  whose  names  we 
have  mentioned.  They  were  spoken  of  at  the  time  as  kings,  and 
treated  with  great  distinction.  Two  of  these  arc  stated  to  have  beea 
River  Indians.  We  have  given  our  reasons  for  believing  that  one  of 
those  kings  died  at  the  Indian  fort  at  Jacob's  Plains,  Wilkesbarre, 
and  that  it  was  bis  skeleton  which  the  flood  washe^  out,  of  which  I 
have  spoken.  IIe,then,wasoneof  the  River  Indians.  But  there  wae 
anothcar.  Our  inference  is,  that  he  occupied  the  iKirtilication  deecribed 
by  Mr.  Chapman,  on  the  west  side  of  the  river ;  that  Wyoming, 
therefore,  must  have  been*  so  late  as  1715,  and  for  a  time  indefinitely 
previous,  the  occasional  residence  uf  the  kings  ui  two  of  the  Five 
Nations.  Depending  on  liunting  and  fishinc:  for  subsistence,  the 
tribes  would,  for  the  sake  oi  plenty,  be  lornted  some  distance  apart, 
however  rkise  tlieir  alliance;  and  Wyonijiig,  from  its  superabund- 
ance of  game  and  iish,  would  not  be  overlooked  or  neglected.  What 

•  The  Duke  of  Ormond'*  family  name,  wa*  Btitler.  I  throw  out  I  he  conjertuir,  that  the 
ancestors  of  Col.  John  Butler,  the  intimate  friend  oJ'Sir  William  Jolinsoii,  and  lender  of  the 
Intliana,  maj,  probably  at  this  time,  have  received  an  opptiinUncnt  from  his  relative  and 
PMDWfcto,  to  fetam  with  tbne  cluefii  to  Ajnerica,  ind  iict  m  tgfiit  of  Um  Brittth  Govem> 

BWOL 

t  For  Uiia  iofbriMlbn,  nj  lekunrlcdginenU  aio  due  to  Dnke'«   Book  of  tlio  IndUni.*' 
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two  nations,  Ihen,  inhabited  the  valley  ?  Not  the  Mohawks ;  they 
were  located  the  farthest  cast,  as  we  have  seen,  and  gave  or  received 
their  name  from  the  Moliawk  river.  Not  the  Onondagos,  for  they,  I 
take  it,  were  a  di^t iniinished  or  favored  frihe,  to  ^vhom  was  commit- 
ted the  preservation  of  the  Sacred  Council  Fire ;  the  **  Great  Head," 
or  Coogrcss,  ever  holdiDg  their  sessions  within  the  limits  of  that 
nation.  Whether  there  are  additional  facts  to  warrant  such  an  infer- 
ence, I  am  not  prepared  to  assert ;  but  the  Great  8bikeUanras»  the 
Yice  Roy  over  the  Fennaylyania  Indians,  being  an  Qnondago, 
might  lead  to  the  conjectnret  that  the  more  eleyated  civil  oflkea  of 
authority  and  honour^  were  exercised  by  that  tribe.  Not  a  fact  pre- 
sents itself,  in  my  research,  to  lead  ne  to  suppose  that  the  Cayugas 
had  ever  any  special  interest  or  influence  here.  But  the  Senecas 
and  Oneidas  acted  so  conspicuous  a  part  in  the  affairs  of  Wyoming, 
that  I  incline  strongly  to  the  ojjiuion,  ihey  were  the  nations  who 
occupied  the  two  fortifications  described.  A  Seneca  chief,  Gi-en- 
gwah  toh,  commanded  in  the  battle.  A  delegation  of  Senecas, 
attempted  and  executpd  the  impudent  deceptiofi  upon  Congress.* 

These,  then,  were  probably  tiie  two  nations  whose  kings  kept  their 
court  in  the  valley.  When  the  Moravian  Indians  were  struck,  it  is 
stated  to  have  been  done  by  the  Oneidas,  the  war  party  coming  from 
Wyoming,  showing  this  to  have  been  within  the  special  jurisdiction 
of  those  two  nations.  I  ofier  another  conjecture,  which  the  unbiassed 
mind  will  readily  receive  as  true :  namely,  That  these  were  the 
Massawamees,  who  so  incessantly  harrassed  the  Pbwhattans  of  Vir- 
ginia ;  struck  the  Catawbas  of  South  Carolina,  and  took  scalps  and 
prisoners  from  the  Cherokees  on  the  Mississippi.  The  nations  most 
southwesterly  located  would,  naturally,  be  best  acquainted  with  the 
southwest  country  and  nations — know  the  war  patlis,  and  be  best 
able  to  strike  an  effective  blow  in  their  own  quarter.  And  although 
acting  as  one  of,  and  by  orders  from,  Tu£  Great  Head,  at  Goon- 

•  WUhont  anticip«tinsr  erents,  which  will  hp  related  in  thf^  soqiipl  iT!«etrfitivp  nf  thf  point 
in  qupslion,  I  may  here  relate,  that  Mary  Jemisoti  was  taken  prisoner,  from  the  low.  r  ymrt 
of  PenmylvaniA,  in  1755,  bj  a  bond  of  Senccati.  Mttny  year^  aikrwarUii  she  married  Iliuk- 
atoo,  an  Indian  wanior,  in  the  Seneca  tribe,  "that  inhabitei]  the  banki  ol  the  Su^uc- 
hanna."  Her  busbanil  eomm&ndod  the  Indians  in  the  battle,  near  NortbombcflaBd,  ia  17)9. 
Relating  to  her  the  events  of  bis  youth,  Hiokatou  stated,  that  "  in  1730,  then  aged  about 
twenty,  he  was  appointed  a  runner  to  collect  an  army  to  go  againit  the  Cnta\v!ny,  ('herokeea 
and  other  bouthcrn  Indiana."  He  toUl  uf  a  battle  in  which  twelve  hundred  of  ihc  enemy 
were  slain,  «poke  of  adventures  ou  the  Mobile,  and  of  being  two  yean  upon  one  expedition } 
CBBrtantly  pvofeMlnK  an  mwsliQgiiUiilik  hoftilitj  to  the  Chewtew  inckknti  whkh  fD  ftr 
to  omobonle  ttw  c^niflo  cipvNHd* 
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da^  their  cMMiiet  wooM  be  apt  to  detigmrte  their  foes  hf  the  dmm 
of  the  partieiihr  i»lioo>  whose  ^Muriori  readied  Ihem. 

A  portba  of  the  WyaodoCs»eitaete  near  Detroit,  (having  been  per* 
nritted,  probably,  lo  retiirD»)  were  cleinnd  by  the  Iroqaois  as  their 

cousins.  Mr.  Jefferson  speaks  of  a  tribe  of  Mingoes,  on  the  Sokit% 
having  eighty  warriors.  The  former,  probably,  were  confederates, 
or  in  close  alliance  with  the  Six  Nations  ;  subservient,  but  politically 
treated  as  it  not  subjugated  ;  too  remote  to  be  admitted  to  an  equality 
and  free  participation  of  power,  at  the  Council  Fire,  at  Onondago ; 
and  yet  trusted,  aod  used  to  extend  and  perpetuate  the  power  of  tho 
eonfederacy  in  the  west,  while  the  Mingpes  mentioned,  were  the 
anoie  knowdiate  agents  sent  out  by  the  Iroquois,  to  the  waters  of  the 
Ohio,  as  Romaa  legioas,  aoder  her  piMOOSuhi,  were  inarahed  le 
EgyploriSaiil* 

**  la  war  coaeeras,**  says  Hecbewelder,  speaUag  of  the  Iroqaois^ 
they  assoiBed  an  authority  over  eiaay  other  nations,  so  that  l4€y 
ealy  hod  to  dioiatef  aad  others  to  obey.  Not  only  those  tnhabiliag 
Fenasylvaaia,  bat  those  dweiling  within  the  limits  of  other  pro* 

vinces,  and  the  adjacent  country,  together  with  the  Western  or  Lake 
Indians,  were  called  upon  by  liiu  Six  Nations  to  juia  the  conflict, 
and  such  among  them  as  were  averse  to  war,  were  tlureatened  with 
destruction  if  they  did  not  join  them." 

Growing  jealousy  of  the  English,  who  were  rapidly  peopling  tiio 
ocean-shore ;  increasing  attachment  to  the  French,  whose  less 
haughty,  but  more  attractive  manners,  as  well  as  their  advancing 
power  OB  the  north,  may  have  been  one  motive  with  the  coolederaey 
to  concentrate  the  residence  of  their  obiefe,  and  to  iix  on  a  bmhw 
aorthera  loeatioo,  aearer  to  their  preferred  allies.  The  posiUoa  they 
now  assmaed,  it  aaist  be  eoafessed,  if  less  attractive  ia  beaaty,  was 
aot  less  fitted  for  the  seat  of  extended  eaipire*  embracing,  partioularly , 
the  opper  breaches  of  the  great  riven,  the  Mohawk,  the  Deiawara 
and  the  Susquehanna,  and  the  lesser  lakes.  They  had  settlements  at 
Aughquago,  Owego,  Tioga  and  Chenango.  The  banks  of  the 
Cayuga  and  Seacca  lake^  were  spotted  with  their  villages.*  Though 
still  ia  the  acme  of  power  and  pride  of  dominion,  the  hour  of  inevita- 
ble decline  was  approaching  with  the  approach  of  the  arts  and  arms 
of  the  white  man — whether  French  or  English. 

The  Leni-Lenape,  or  Delaware  Indians,  had  long  before  been  sub- 

•  A.  powerfid  bfineh  of  tlw  Scoeea  mtido,  tha  nuMl  nuneniM,  it  bMlewd,  d  dis  con- 
Mmmj,  hids looilHii,  In  ITM^ newiskt  OotaiiQ. 
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J u gated  by  the  Iroqoora.  "We  httve  made  you  womeo;  we  heve 
plact'd  pcUicuatij  oa  yuu,"'  was  the  uniformly  insulting  Inni^yage  of 
the  victors.  Cowering  with  fear  under  the  haiiti  of  their  oppressors, 
yet  possessing  an  Indiarfs  pride,  \m  passions  and  love  of  independ- 
ence, the  numerous  and  wide  spread  tribes  of  i!ie  Delawarea  are  sup- 
posed to  have  given  the  white  men  a  less  jealous  reception  than  their 
MAterfly  hoping  to  find  in  their  increasiog  power,  protection,  if  not 
the  meaira  of  revengt.  bnce,  the  Deiawaiw  lii^red  in  the  iiei§li- 
borhood  of  the  whUcw  lODght  their  society — opened  their  ears  more 
jwndiiy  lo  the  imtmelkin  nf  mmwoMim,  Ihui  thoee  red  men  wh9 
ipm  engaged  m  wnrii  intent  en  cenqnest  and  fired  by  embitieft 
Thete  oonriderations  nie  deonwd  unporlant  ee  tflbidii^  «  huf  to 
what,  otherwies,  woold  be  perplexing  diffiimltieii 

A  few  fiirther  ihote»  ehowing  the  extent  and  epirit  of  the  power 
exercised,  and  authority  claimed,  by  the  Six  Nations,  deniand  notice. 
,  The  quotation  from  Mr.  Jellerson,  showing  the  incessant  and  harass- 
ing attacks  ot  the  Six  I^auons,  on  tiie  Indians  of  Virginia,  occupies  a 
preceding  page. 

Mr.  IleckewcMer,  in  narrative,  mys,  "  Tlie  Six  Nations,  under 
a  pretence  that  they  had  once  conquered  the  Delaw'ares,  asserted 
tliat  lAcrei^  lAe  whole  country  had  become  thein,  and,  therefore, 
asranied  the  power  of  dictating  who  aimld,  end  wh^ehould  oet  be 
permitted  to  dwell  thokein." 

Agms— ^The  intenlioo  wee  ef  lettling  eertaio  DeleMvee  li 
Wyoerii^;  bat  tbey  eljjeDted,  en  the  ground  that  Ihtt  piece  ley  in 
the  rend  of  the  warriors  going  to  and  oemiDg  from  the  dOawbrn/* 

Gelawfane,  a  ri? er  then  peopled  by  a  tribe  of  Indians,  in  Soatb  Care- 
line,  foil  e  thomnd  nnles,  by  any  aeeeeaible  rente,  from  the  Conoeil 
Fire  of  the  Iroquois !  This  single  fact  is  worth  dwelling  on  a  mo- 
ment, as  at  once  illustrative  of  tiie  extent  of  dominion  claimed,  as 
also  the  character  of  that  wonderful  peof>le.  A  band  of  warriors, 
armed,  taking  in  a  leathern  bag  a  preparation  of  Indian  corn, 
parched,  and  pounded  with  maple  sugar,  (called  by  the  ^lohef^ans 
Yokeag,)  set  out  on  a  war  path,  to  strike  an  enemy,  and  take  a  scalp, 
a  thousand  miles  distant.  Courage,  fortitude,  ambitioQ;  the  lofty 
aspirations  of  Alexander  or  Napoleon  were  here.  Nor  were  these 
all ;  for  the  geography  of  an  extensive  country  must  have  been  Wk» 
derstood ;  the  position  and  power  of  all  the  neighboring  nations,  com* 
prehended  by  them.  Books  they  knew  not,  bat  ignorant,  it  were 
false  to  deem  them.  It  is  clear,  an  enemy  would  not  be  soi^ht  so 
fiVf  if  the  nearer  tribes  had  not  been  previously  subjugated* 
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Mr.  H.  adds  another  objection  of  the  emigrating  D6lawam»  name* 
ly,  that  Wyoming  **  obtmnMt  with  Indians  whom  they  miitrttsted*'* 
So  that  the  yalley  was  then  nnmeronsly  peopled. 

The  Iroquois,  it  is  well  known,  in  the  old  French  war,  took  part 
with  that  nation  against  the  English.  Though  the  intelligent  Mora- 
vian Missionaries  passed  freely  through  their  country,  yet  such  was 
their  cautious  concealment  that — says  Hcckewelder,  "they  kept 
their  designs  a  profound  secret,  and  it  was  not  until  those  Indians 
made  a  sally,  and  murdered  fourteen  white  people  within  five  miles 
of  Shamokin,  where  the  Brethren  had  a  small  mission,  that  they  were 
aware  of  danger/'  He  adds : — "  It  became  erident  that  a  cro^ 
Indian  war  would  be  the  resnlt  of  the  influence  the  French  had  ac- 
quired among  the  Indians;  and  especially  those  of  the  Six  Nations, 
who  long  since  on  all  eoeasunUf  and  particolarly  in  war  concerns, 
assumed  an  authority  over  many  other  nations,  so  that  they  only  had 
to  dictate,  and  othen  to  aibeyJ* 

This  reluctant  admission,  from  the  friend  and  patron  of  the  Dela- 
warcs,  shows  thnt  ilic  Six  iNiatiQiiii  were  mdeed  conquerors,  aud  ovtir 
a  vast  territory  supreme. 

When  [jeace  came,  Mr.  Heckcwelder  says: — "  And  the  Iroquois, 
the  Six  Nations  being  reconciled,  they  caused  the  Other  nations  to 
lay  down  the  hatchet."  1764. 

By  whatever  name  the  confederacy  should  be  styled :  a  Republic, 
an  Empire,  or  an  Oligarchy,  we  behold  these  United  people,  with  the 
*  Great  Head*  or  Council  at  Onondago,  clothed  with  dominion^  and 
enthroned  in  power*  Certainly  from  the  Lakes  U>  the  Ocean,  tbny 
were  as  absolute  as  a  nation  could  be  without  forts,  or  standing  ar> 
mies.  With  the  left  hand  they  lighted  up  consuming  fires  on  the 
St  Lawrenee*  even  in  the  strong  holds  of  the  warlike  French  {  hunt* 
*ed  their  broken  enemies  two  thousand  miles  inlo  desolate  regione 
beyond  lake  Superior,  brandished  the  tomahawk  over  trembling 
vassals  easLvvardly  to  tiie  Merrimack,  while  with  the  right  they 
smote  the  Catawbas  on  the  southern  coast  of  Carolina,  and  brought 
home  scalps  as  trophies  from  the  remote  Cherokees,  on  the  distant 
banks  of  the  Mississippi. 
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Union,  pride  and  policy  of  the  Confcdcnitp  .Vatioiw — Subjugated  tribe*,  ranored  to  Wto- 
noing— <!irajid  Council  in  Plii]a<Jr[i>tii,i— < 'iin.is>^atPiTo — Count  7<iti/<  nilorf  visits  Wyoauog 
-^Remarkalile  incideut — MoraTians — Mu&iuii  irum  Wyoumig  to  (jioadeuiiutteo. 

Having  presented  a  general  view  of  the  Six  Nations,  we  now  pro- 
ceed to  speak  more  particularly  of  them  as  connected  with  the  Dela- 
ware, Shuwai^esc,  and  other  Indians,  the  principal  iiiiiabitaot8»  not 
only  of  Wyoming,  but  of  Pennsylvania. 

00  fDUiy  yeafs,  perhaps  ages,  had  elapsed  since  their  independ* 
eaee  was  lost,  that  time  and  misfortune  had  obtHerated  the  re- 
cord of  their  greatiien»  or  their  &U*  Several  centories  previooB  te 
bad  probably  aeeii  them  in  their  defpmisd  state.  Formerly  they 
•lainied  to  have  been  poweifal  in  nuinbersv  valiant  warriors^  and 
great  eenqnerors;  poiiibly  net  an  Idle  beatft,  bat  every  fret  in  their 
wttory,  alW  tlMir  aoqnaintanee  with  the  Bniopeanst  shows  at  onoe 
their  subserviency  and  terror,  when  they  baud  the  voice  of  their 
imperious  masters. 

On  the  appearance  of  the  English,  the  expansion  of  their  settle- 
ments, and  the  development  of  their  power,  hope  seems  to  have  en- 
liered  the  minds  uf  the  Lcnape,  that  from  tlic  new  people  they  might 
derive  proieetion,  or  what  would  be  dearer  still,  to  an  Indian  heart, 
the  means  of  revenge. — Hence  their  wekome  to  the  whites, — hence 
their  lingering  around  the  new  settlenientsi — hence  their  reluctance 
to  retire  when  ordered,  into  the  interior. 

The  ^Christian  Library,'  detailing  the  Moravian  Missions  in  North 
Ameriea,  says,  speaking  of  the  Ddawaret^— They  had  not 

cndy  ft  kind  of  tax  hapoatd  npon  them,  to  show  their  dependence 
tipon  the  Iroquois ;  imt  tlie  Mowing  very  singular  message  was 
aant  Uiem>— The  Great  Head,  that  is,  the  Ocm$e9  m  OnofuUtgOf 
speak  the  tmth,  and  lie  not they  lejoke  that  some  of  fSub  bdisving 

a 
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Iiidiriris  had  removed  toWavomick;  but  now  they  lift  up  llie  re- 
maining Mohickans  and  Dei  a  wares,  and  set  them  downinWayo 
mick,  fur  there  a  fire  is  kindled  for  them,  and  there  they  may  plant 
and  think  on  God:  but  if  they  will  not  hear,  the  Great  Head  will 
come  and  clean  their  em  with  a  red-bot  iron.''  To  this  iordl/ 
threat  we  shall  again  recur* 

The  Historian  adds — "  It  was  soon  discovered,  that  this  proposal 
did  not  originate  in  the  Great  Council  at  OnondagiH  but  with  ths 
Oneida  tribe,  and  the  warlike  MobicaoB  and  Delawares."  Let  the 
reader  eiamine  all  the  authorities,  and  he  will  be  aatiified — that 
neither  of  the  Six  Nations  took  any  important  step,  without  consuU 
tatlon  and  the  consent  of  the  Great  Head,  or  Council,  at  Onondago. 

Perfect  union — and  harmonious  Councils  were  the  Ibundatioa  of 
their  power ;  as  secrecy  in  regard  to  their  intentions,  and  vigour  in 
carrying  them  into  effect,  were  characteristic  of  their  policy.  By 
leave  obtained,  the  Moravian  Missionaries  passed  freely  through  the 
settlements  of  the  Six  Nations,  associating  unreservediy  with  chiefs 
and  pe(j{)l(j,  immediately  preceding  hostilities  that  commenced  the 
French  war ;  yet  not  a  word  escaped  from  any  lip — not  a  whisper 
came  to  the  ear  of  any  one  of  them,  not  a  suspicion  even  was 
awakened  in  the  minds  of  those  inteliigenty  quick  discerning  white 
men. 

Similar  to  our  own  Federal  Go^emmentt  the  Six  Nation^  like  the 
several  states,  attended  each  to  whatever  strictly  related  to  its  own 
local  concerns;  but  in  every  matter  aflecting  war,  peace,  their  es- 
ternal  relations,  or  general  interests,  the  Great  Head,  or  maitad 
cbieis,  assembled  at  the  Council  fire,  at  Onondago,  was  soprema 
The  government  also  possessed  the  most  marked  characteristics  of 
the  feudal  system.  Lands,  for  residence,  or  hunting  grounds,  were 
apportioned  out  by  the  chief  power — taxes  and  tribute  were  collect- 
ed, and  military  service  demanded.  Hence  the  wLirlikt;  ?kIohicans, 
Delawares,  Shawanese,  and  others  spukr  n  of,  it  is  evident,  were 
the  soldiers  of  the  Troqnois,  bound  to  implicit  obedience.  If  at  any 
time  they  seemed  to  act  independently,  it  was  to  effect  some  sinister 
political  purpose  of  their  profound  and  most  sagacious  masters.  A 
flhawnnasci,  n  tributary— a  dependent,  was  sent  upon  the  ano* 
gant  and  ungracious  errand  to  the  Christian  Indians  near  Bethiehein. 
Those  to  whom  it  was  delivered,  comprehended  it  well,  for  general 
^wtematioa  spread  through  GnadenhutteB,"  A  Shawmum  carried 
the  message.  It  migkt  become  politic  on  the  part  of  the  Iroquois, 
to  disavow  it 
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Bot  the  Delawares  had  their  kings.  Tedetucung,  we  are  told^ 
was  elected  king  of  the  DelawaresI  Most  trae.  It  would  be  a 
gro88  error  to  suppose  the  Six  Nations  who  had  conquered,  and  held 
in  ▼assalage  so  extensive  an  empire,  were  a  rude  rabble  of  igncnrant 
Indians.  Letters  and  the  arts  of  civilized  life  they  had  not ;  nor  had 
Attila  or  Ghengis  Khan,  bat  they  were  profoundly  versed  in  all  the 
wiles  of  diplomacy,  the  subtlest  stratagems  of  w  ar,  and  all  the  arts  of 
Savage  Govcnimeiit,  which  they  made  subservient  to  the  gratifi- 
cation of  an  ambition  as  lofty  and  insatiable  as  that  of  the  greatest 
conquerors,  civilized  or  barbarian,  we  read  of  in  story.  Napoleon 
was  not  more  proud  to  be  king  of  kings,  emperor  Kupremo  over, 
nominally,  independent  kingdoms ;  but  mark  the  sequel,  when  we 
come  to  speak  of  Tedeuscung*s  fate. 

The  Iroquois  had,  too,  like  Rome,  their  pro-consuls,  to  preside  over 
distant  Provinces.  Thus  we  find  Shikellimus  whom  Loskiel  desig- 
nates first  magistrate  and  head  chief  of  all  the  Iroquois  Indians  liv- 
ing on  the  banks  of  the  Susquehanna,**  had  his  residence  at  Cones- 
toga.  In  1742,  with  other  chie6,  and  warriors  of  the  8ix  Nations, 
he  attended  a  great  Council  in  Philadelphia.  At  a  subsequent  perbd 
he  was  stationed  at  Shamokin to  transact,"  says  Heckewelder,  '^in 
the  capacity  of  agent,  the  business  between  the  Six  Nations,  and  the 
Government  of  Pennsylvania.** 

After  the  removal  to  the  lakes  of  the  Oneida  and  Seneca  Indians?, 
^vho  occupied  Wyominjr  at  the  commencement  of  the  last  century, 
the  valley  was  appropriated  to  the  residr  nee  of  such  tribes,  or  parts 
of  tribes,  as  claimed  protection  of  the  Six  Nations,  or  portions  of 
thi'ir  rcfrartorv  subjects,  ^\hom  they  desired  to  place  more  immedi- 
ately under  their  inspection.  A  tribe  of  Nanticokes,  formerly  in- 
habitants of  Maryhind,  was  divided,  part  placed  at  Chenango, — Cho- 
eimat,  and  Owego— and  a  portion  was  settled  on  the  cast  side  of  the 
river,  in  the  lower  part  of  the  Wyoming  valley.  The  Shawanese^ 

*  Gov.  Cam  ihus  npt  aks  nf  the  SLawanese.  '  Then  history  i$  iovolved  in  much  o^urU/. 
Thdr  Itnguage  w  Al<iori«^utn,  and  doidy  aUiBd  to  the  Bockapoo,  and  other  dblectt  aftolMa 
l^liibMiHiolwvtlifndilvifM  MCthiiftlMOMft,  But  UMf  i»  kmiwn  to  hnfn  reeentiy- 
«g|glMad  iton  the  South,  wheia  Umj  Wm  tmioonded  by  a  family  of  tribes,  Craaka,  CImo* 

kees,  Chociaws,  &c.,  wilh  whow  language  their  own  had  no  affinity.  Their  tra«litions  «»- 
Ft<^n  to  thorn  a  foreign  origin,  and  a  wild  fitcry  lta»  coinc  down  to  them  of  a  solemn  proces- 
sion, in  tile  midat  of  the  ocean,  and  of  a  mimculous  jmsMge  through  the  grpat  deep.  That 
ttmf  MM  dm^mmnUti  with  the  Kiekapooa,  tbe aolnd Ueotity of  language  flnafabM 
faidnfiUe  |iM9(  aad  the  iaddflnta  4tf  tte 

We  «ra  atrongly  inclined  to  believe,  thai  aot  kng  before  the  anriti]  of  the  French  upon  theet 
gfHit  hkm^  the  Kkkipooi  end  ShnwaiiMn  cempoeed  the  tiibe  known  m  the  Em;  ttving  on 
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tribe  was  also  divided,  a  portion  having  tbeip  residence  on  the  Sioto, 
tnd  a  large  number  were  permitted,  or  directed,  to  erect  their  wig- 
wams on  the  extensive  and  luxuriant  flats  on  the  west  side  of  tho 
^i^uchanna,  now  Plymouth,  but  more  popularly  designated  Bhawney* 
fJm  Delawares  at  this  time  occupied  the  country  htkm  the  him 
fKMBOtaioS}  between  the  Sutqaehanim  and  Dekware,  from  whom 
|«rehiief  of  lend  had  hma  nwde  by  the  Govenion  of  FeoMjIvania, 
ImI  ffom  vihieh  the  occopuiti  rafuaed  lo  leonifB.  Tiwrning  tbetth* 
Nation  elaiined  to  be  the  ownen  of  the  eowitry>  they  were  ooa* 
filiated  by  proper  neansr  and  a  grand  Conncil  ifas  held  to  the  emii* 
per  of  174Sy  in  the  city  of  PhUadelphiat  to  adjust  all  mafttere  ki 
dispute.  More  than  two  hundred  chiefs  and  warroirsof  the  Six 
Nations  nttcnded,  who  were  met  by  all  the  chief  Sachems  of  the  De- 
laware tribe.  A  general  Council  was  oj)encd  in  jjresence  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Colonial  GoTemmcnt,  and  a  large  concourse  of  ci^izea% 
in  the  great  hall  of  the  Council  house. 

The  Governor,  by  means  of  an  interpreter,  operiL'd  the  Conference 
9a  the  part  of  the  Proprietaries  in  a  hng  talk,  which  set  forth,  that 
the  proprietariei  of  Fenntylvania  liad  purchased  the  lands  io  tho 
fIvM  of  Delaware  sever^il  years  before,  of  the  Delaware  tribes  wh^ 
Ihen  pogiewod  them*  That  they  had  afterwards  received  inihrmfc^ 
tion  that  the  eame  lands  were  claimed  by  the  SijL  fielionsr  and  n 
pnrebaee  wae  alio  made  of  theeo^that  in  both  tbaee  porebaaee  Ifao 
proprietariei  had  paid  the  ellpnlated  price;  but  the  SflKwaie  Ipd^ 
ane  had  neverthebii  refiiied  In  giee  «f  poiMmioft;  andae  liie  Si« 
Nations  claimed  anthority  over  their  eeunlry»  it  had  been  thought 
pro  per  to  hold  a  Council  of  all  parties,  that  justice  might  be  done^ 
The  chiefs  of  the  Six  Nations  were  then  iiiiarmed,  tliat  as  they  had 
on  all  occasions  required  thp  Government  of  Pennsylvania  to  remove 
any  wlute«  that  settled  upQO  their  lan^  so  oow  il^  Qfmfammk  oi 

t!ip  easlorn  shore  of  tho  lake,  to  whicli  tfiey  have  given  iheir  name.  Jt  is  said  that  fhim 
trUfe  tccur  esterminaied  by  liu  Kictoriout  froguoi*.    But  il  i«  more  probable,  Uial  a  bcnt:^  of 

^mttmtdamiti  clMniaiotwoputM%«Mof  wtuok,  uotlv the nwai of  Vjialu(K>oB,  eouglit 
MlagBfiVMi  tlwir  eMBMM  io  the  Imineiiit  pnirin  betitMii  iIm  UfiiMMcod  IHhriwiinij )  va4 
the  other,  undrr  the  OMM  of  Shatvanese,  fled  into  the  Chccukce  ceuntry,  and  thi|¥in  filllhiV 

»o{ith     Father  Segnrd,  in  lG3i,  calleti  the  Erie*  the  "  nulU/n  du  cAo/,'**  or  the  racoon, 
acc' lint  o/  tb(>  nm^iiilude  of  thcH?  an'uiial^  in  thtrir  couDtrv  ;  ami         if  cott^ri^iM^ 
wtticii,  tu  Utw  da^,  toi  a|*)jltt!d  by  tiie  Cauuuuji«  U»  tii«  bliavvautbe." 
The  v«i(l*r  mil  lhaal;  imtfaer  ihett  etaen      in  thb  note,  long  m  it  is ;  Ivetii^  lfa» 
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PefiiiSylvania  G\j)ectr(l  that  the  Six  Nations  would  rfiase  these  Indi- 
ans to  remove  from  the  lands  which  it  had  purchased.  The  deedi 
from  the  Indians,  and  drafts  of  the  dtspoted  lands  were  then  produced, 
and  ffee  whole  submitted  to  the  contidMration  of  the  CoaneiL  After 
•one  delifoeration  among  the  iMferent  chiefs,  Canas$atego,  a  veoe- 
i«Mo  eUeAAfa^troM  la  tbe  teM  of  aH  depotieiii  ciid  iiiibriiml 
OMcfttor,  ^Hucc  they  saw  tli^  Balawftrol  had  been  wnhf 
people,  and  iltogalliir  in  the  wroa^  iad  that  they  had  con-' 
cMed  f»  reifiote  them/'  And  add^reiMng  hinwetf  (he  Delamra^ 
hi  li  TMeM  nuMner,  be  ea!d>-'^Q«i  deanrve  to  be  fahen  by  the  hair 
6f  yoor  heads,  and  shaken  till  you  recover  your  senses,  and  become 
sober.  Wc  have  seen  a  deed  signed  by  nine  of  your  chiefs  above 
fifty  years  a»o,  for  this  vefy  land.  But  how  came  you  to  take  upon 
yourselves  lo  sell  lands  at  all  ?  We  conqtiercd  you — we  made  wonii  n 
of  you;  yoti  know  you  nrc  ^vontfn,  and  can  no  more  lands  than 
women.  Nor  is  it  fit  you  should  have  the  power  of  selling  lands,  since 
^ou  would  atmse  it.  You  have  been  furnished  with  clothes,  meat, 
And  drink,  by  the  goodi  paid  you  for  it,  and  aew  you  want  it  again 
like  chlMMi  eayou  are.  Bot  what  makes  you  sell  lands  in  thedarkf 
Did  ytm  ever  tall  na  that  yds  had  told  this  land  ?  Did  we  ever  rfr* 
Mveany  fMrtt  eM  the  tmlua  of e  pipe  ehadhfor  itt  Too  hatetoM 
m  a  hlhid  etory  that  jttn  seat  a  mesaenger  to  ni,  to  mfom  M  of  the 
Me>  hat  ho  mw  canie  aanongst  ns,  ner  have  weaver  heard  anjthbg 
dhtmt  H.  Hilt  Mfoffnd  you  are  none  of  onT  bleod,  yod  act  a  diaboneiC 
part,  not  only  in  this,  bat  in  other  matters.  Yoer  eera  are  ever  open 
to  slanderous  reports  about  your  brcJhren.  For  all  these  reasons,  we 
charge  you  to  remove  instantly;  we  dont  pve  you  liberty  to  think 
about  it.  You  are  women;  take  the  advice  of  a  wise  man,  and  re* 
move  instantly.  You  may  return  to  the  other  side  of  the  Delaware 
Where  yoo  came  from,  but  we  do  not  know  whether,  considering  how 
yon  have  demeaned  yourselves,  yon  will  be  permitted  to  live  there,  or 
whether  you  have  not  swallowed  that  land  down  yottT  thfoati  ai  well 
aa  the  landi  on  thii  eida  Wo  therefore  assign  yna  tWb  plices  to  §» 
to^  either  to  Wyommgt  or  Shamokin,  Ton  may  go  to  either  of  these 
ptaoea,  and  linen  we  ifaali  bava  yon  mora  under  our  aya,  and  ahall 
faa'howyeiibehnvn.  PentdeKharnt^ bat  iamovBntfay,a»dtriwlhai 

h^l  of  wampunt** 
Be  then  eommahded  them  to  laate  the  Conacil,  ai  ha  had  hntfaieiA 

to  do  with  the  English. 

This,  it  will  be  admitted,  is  the  language,  not  of  equals,  but  of 
masters*  to  the  most  abject  of  slaves.   A  Roman  General  would 
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faudly  bm  dared  thw  to  adUvw  tlio  ftlta  Jm^  atar  tha  da* 
•tnicti9Q  af  thair  city  by  Tituf.  Tlie  uaparioua  conMad  waa  abef* 
ad;  pari  naaafadto  Shamokin,  and  ai^  larger  paitei»  Wjfo- 
miog,  who  eatabliriied  UwmidlTea  on  tba  eaal  aide  of  tlw  riw^ 

occupying  the  flats  below  the  present  town  of  Wilkesbarre. 

New  and  interesting  personages  now  appear  upon  the  scene. 
Zeal  for  the  propagation  of  the  Gospel  caused  the  fxtt  of  the  first 
white  man  to  tread  the  soil  of  Wyoming.  Long  the  residence  of 
kings,  it  may  not  bo  improper  to  relate,  that  the  first  white  visiter^ 
should  have  been  of  ooble  birtbi — and  of  kingly  extraction.  So  ad- 
mirably is  the  event  related  by  Mr.  Chapmaoy  Uiat  i  co^  hia 
onigioai  and  well  authenticated  narrative  entire. 
.  <*Sach  was  the  origin  of  the  Indian  town  of  Wyoaiafl|^  Soon  aftai 
tha  axrWal  of  the  Dalawaras^  and  duriag  tha  aaaaa  eeaeon,  tha  (sum- 
ver  of  the  year  1743„)  a  distiafiiMhad  foccMigper,  Conat  Zmaandof^ 
of  SamQr»airh«d  lo  tha  vaUay  ona  laligioiia  miwiion  to  the  Iadku» 
Thia  DobkaMD  is  beliefed  to  have  beao  tha  firal  white  penan  thai 
aver  vititad  Wyoaaiag.  He  war  the  revivor  of  the  anoient  ohorch 
of  the  United  Brethren,  and  had  given  protection  in  his  dominions 
lo  the  jxjrsecuted  Protestants  who  had  emigrated  from  Moravia, 
thence  taking  the  name  of  Moravians,  and  vviio»  two  years  before 
had  made  their  first  settlement  in  Pennsylvania. 

*'  U[Joii  his  arrival  in  America,  Count  Zuizeridorfmaiiifcsted  a  great 
anxiety  to  have  the  Gospel  preached  to  the  Indians ,  and  although 
he  had  beard  much  of  the  ferocity  of  the  Shawanese,  formed  a  reso- 
lalioA  10  ilsil  (hem. — Witli  thia  view  he  repaired  to  Tfiifdiockmg 
the  raidencc  of  Conrad  Weiaer,  a  celebrated  intarfurater  and  ladiaA 
a^anl  Ibr  tha  Governmentt  wfaon  he  wished  to  ai^i^  in  tha  oauaar 
and  to  aceoaspany  hbn  to  the  Shawanese  town.  Waiaer  waa  laoi 
wieh  oconpiad  in  bnsiaass  to  go  immediately  to  Wyoming,  bal  ka 
tenishad  the  Coonl  with  letlBrs  toaMisaioaary  of  thenanaof  Machf 
and  the  latter*  aecompanied  by  his  wife,  who  could  speak  the  Indi- 
an language,  proceeded  immediately  with  Zin^ndorf  on  the  pro* 
jected  mission. 

"The  Sliawanese  appeared  to  be  alarmed  on  the  arrival  of  tho 
strangers,  who  pitched  their  tents  on  the  banks  of  the  river  n  little 
below  the  town,  and  a  Council  of  the  chiefs  having  assembled,  tha 
declared  purpose  of  Ziozendorf  was  deliberately  considered.  To 
these  unlettered  children  of  the  wilderness  it  appeared  aUogether 
ken^Mahabla  thai  a  atraafsr  afaonid  have  braved  the  dangora  of  a 
haisHi'uni  oaean  thiaa  thousand  milea  bread,  for  the  aale  pnrpoae  ol 
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irtitrncting  them  in  the  means  of  obtainin2f  happiness  after  (tenths  aiwf 
that  too  without  requiring  any  compensation  for  his  trou})lc  nnd  ex- 
pense ;  and  as  they  had  obsenred  the  aniiety  of  the  white  people  to 
porchase  land  of  the  IndiaM,  tbejr  Dfttortlly  eondoded  that  the  real 
object  of  Zinzeadorf  was  either  to  procure  from  them  the  kndaat 
Wyomiag  for  hk  own  we,  to  learcfa  for  hidden  treasoreiy  or  loes> 
mniii^  tlio  oottBtiy  iHth  a  Tiew  to  lutwno  uwM|iMist«  It  wva  sooord* 
'miff  Mohed  to  aMiariMte  him^  and  to  do  it  privately,  leM  the 
ImoirMge  ofthe  truMaotkMi  ehould  produee  a  warirkh  die  Engibb, 
who  wcto  wllliai^  the  eomtry  below  die  monslaitts* 

'^Zinzendorf  was  alone  in  hin  tent,  seated  upon  a  bundle  of  dry 
creeds  which  composed  liis  bed,  and  engaged  in  writing,  when  the 
assassins  approached  to  execute  their  bloody  commission.  It  was 
night,  and  the  cool  air  of  September  had  rendered  a  small  fire  neces- 
sary to  his  comfort  and  convenience.  A  curtain,  formed  of  a 
blanket,  and  hung  upon  piasi  was  the  only  guard  to  the  entrance  of 
his  tent 

"  "nie  heat  of  his  fire  had  aroused  a  large  raitlesnahe  which  lay  in 
the  wetfds»  not  far  from  it ;  and  the  reptile  to  enjoy  it  more  effeclnal- 
Vf  erawM  dowly  into  the  tent,  and  passed  over  one  oC  his  legs  nn« 
dieeofenA  Withent,  all  was  still  and  ^puet,  en^it  the  gende  aMi^ 
jBor  of  the  mm  at  the  rspidf  abont  a  mile  faeieiw.  At  mooMrt 
tiw  MlaoB  eoAly  approaehed  the  door  of  hie  tent*  and  slightly  re*> 
Moving  the  emMn,  eonteaipiated  the  veasrable  man,  too  desi^ 
eiigaged  m  the  sobject  of  Ms  thoughts  to  notice  eKher  their  approach, 
or  the  snake  which  lay  extended  befoie  him.  At  a  sight  like  this, 
even  the  heart  of  the  savage  shrunk  firom  the  idea  of  committing  so 
horrid  an  act,  and  quitting  the  spot,  they  hastily  returned  to  the 
town,  and  informed  their  companions  that  the  Great  Spirit  protected 
the  white  man,  for  they  hsui  found  him  with  no  door  but  a  blanket, 
and  had  seen  a  largo  rattlesnake  crawl  over  Iiis  legs  without  at« 
luayting  to  iajnri  him.  This  circumstaaoe^  together  with  the  arr^ 
▼al  soon  afterwards  of  Ck>nrad  Weiser*  procured  Zmaimlerf  the 
inendship  and  confidence  of  the  Indians,  and  probably  oeattibMed 
ewentialiy  tesratdo  indwrnig  many  of  tfaeoik  at  a  anheeqaent  period, 
to  smbraes  the  Christian  BeHgisn,  The  Coont  hayhig  §ptM  twenty 
days  at  Wymmg,  returned  lo  BethiehenH  a  tewa  then  building  by 
his  christian  brethien  On  the  north  bank  of  the  Leh%;fa»ifcont€)toven 
miles  from  its  junction  with  the  Delaware." 

Count  Zinzendorf,  learning  the  supremacy  claimed  and  exercised 
by  the  Six  Nations,  applied  to  their  chiefs  for  leave  to  visit  the 
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Indian  villages,  and  instruct  the  nalivea  in  the  doctrintt  of  ropeoU 
Slice  and  salvation,  through  the  merits  of  the  Saviour. 

He  could  not  have  been  received  and  replied  to  with  more  polite- 
ness, at  the  most  refined  court  in  Europe.    The  answer  is  so  beauti- 
ful in  its  Aimfht  yet  digoifisd  eio<}aeace»  that  I  takfl  {lieasurQ  in  trails 
BcribfDg  it. 

Brother,  you  have  made  a  loi^  jowtnef  over  tke  Mi  M  |)fBteli 
the  Ckispei  to  tb»  while  pedpla  aad  to  the  Indians.  Tou  did  Mi 
know  that  ws  ware  her^  and  we  koew  aotfan^  of  yod*  ThiB  jow  ■ 
ceedt  from  above.  €kmmi!tmnSomionMfhtrihyoa9My^ 
Wo  Ud  7<Ni  Mooaio  img  «■.  Ttica  iIm  flilbMdf  itMpattj  io 
oodnilkHi  of  the  tnMli  of  ow  word&.* 

The  Moravians  whd  had  established  themselves  at  Bethlehem, 
were  indefatigable  in  their  labour  of  love  to  Christianize  the  Indians. 
Neither  the  heats  of  summer,  winter's  storms,  the  dangers  of  the  en- 
tangled forests,  nor  the  toil  in  ascending  precipitous  mountains,  could 
check  the  holy  enthusiasm  of  the  missionaries.  Eight  or  ten  made 
themselves  masters  of  the  Indian  languages,  with  their  kindred  dia- 
lects, that  they  might  be  anderatood.  7wo  bishops,  Cilmmerboff  and 
Do  WatteviUe  traversed  the  wilderness  on  ftdt>  visited  the  varioo^ 
tribes  and  settlmmta  atong  tho  fiusqnelMDiiii  (yreaching  Ub  Sovloitr 
tml  eihertim^  to.  npentaaooi  tko  Mner  taerifieim  hiv  lifh»  Iff 
ospomOf  to  tha  behtela  of  d«t;f *  tto  tint  in  Wyoming,  tfao  euriiHt 
Bwt>peaa  oooootg  dmt  weoo  hctrd,  wow  MMto  of  fwMi  tod  lof^i 
bfooikiiig  of  graoo,  cad  loMm  of  iMitof.  If  w  now  dbKMM  m  Imm 
dMd  yoBto  MMMT  theio  jiioQt  ■finiokwriw  fNmetrated  to  this,  then 
remote  valley,  and  for  thirty  years  afterwards,  uncultivated  wilder^ 
ness. 

There  is  pleasure  in  casting  the  eye  of  imagination  back,  and 
beholding  the  learned  bishops,  with  the  zeal  and  eloquence  of  Paul, 
at  Athens,  (How  different  the  scene  !)  proclaiming  to  the  children  of 
Nature,  "  The  unknown  God,  whom  ye  ignoNiilly  wonbipy  HioH 
declare  I  unto  you.*' 

A  lai^  numboi^  of  eooTerts,  wfiom  pOmoKtlon  had  compelled  td 
fly  from  their  horoe%  tomoved  firom  the  eastern  bordiii  of  Now  Yorli 
to  be  neor  the  Biothnm,  wto  had  pvrefaasid  laod^ami  nfule  tft  «M> 
Ukimieiit  ftr  thmi  ckm  the  weterfb^  of  ibe  LeMgh»  at  the  ooil* 
flvoMoflimMahofty  aiidtlmtiCiett&,oppoiitotoFbrt  A06&  Tli 
mune  given  the  place*  wee  Gnadeibntteny  or  Rlite  of  Merey.  St* 
cept  itm  eraetioer  of  the  ftrt,  tine  wai  tim  Arst  settlement  in  a  north 
direction,  in  Pennsylvania,  above  the  Kiltatinny  Ridge  or  Blue 
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Mouataio.  The  village  was  eighteen  miles  above  Bethlehem,  and  on 
tlie  warrior's  path,  about  forty  miles,  soutlierljf,  through  a  roost 
iahotpkable  wilderness,  from  Wyoming.  For  several  years  the  set- 
tleinept  flourished*  AgncoHiife  opened  to  theoft  the  slofos  of  plenty  $ 
wli9e  moral  eoltnre  and  religions  hope  imparted  eheeHblness;  and 
tl»  whole  aeened  to  be  penraded  by  the  "sunshine  of  the  breast** 
BiPlWi;ibe  Bnts  of  Merey  nombered  five,  hundred  sonlSi  In  the 
nMiWeFtlMe  pleasing  scenes  of  present  peace  and  antieipated  enjoy- 
ment, they  were  visited  by  a  deputation  of  Nanticokes  and  other 
Indians,  from  ^VyomiuLT,  consisting  of  more  than  a  hundred  persons, 
ostensibly  on  a  ini>--ioii  of  peace,  with  whom  a  solemn  lea!!ue  of 
miiUKd  tVieiidaiiip  was  entered  into, after  ^vhich  their  numerous,  per- 
hap??  not  vtry  wefroTin^  visiters,  returned  to  the  valley.  Doubt 
lite^  were  spies,  sent  by  the  Iroquois;  their  large  number,  with 
oxqTTT'^Tte  art,  coaoealing  the  purpose  of  the  journey*  The  way  tra» 
ii«isd»  Mllf^  irarrior's  path»  thirty  or  forty  young  savages,  befcra 
%'liilun  of  the  route,  might  unsuspeotedly  attend  such  an  embassy, 
iipgWihiiiF  ^  iiii^ilili'nib  and  on  the  passage  leeem  thv  iflatrtotion 
HMriNAMMNfei'Who  nest  have  led  the  pnrty^  preparaloiy  lo  beln^ 
lMflMniiM|>te  expeditions  ngafaMt  tlM  inhaMtaots  below. 
«MlM(||Mitoef  thianMon,  (and  preMbia  mosiage)  idMnit  eighty 
WflmitkMiiM  Ihdiins,  under  Tedsnseung,  a  Deli^veto  ^toft 
already  of  so&mnotej  hnd  destined  to  appear  more  conspicuously  on 
another  paije.  aeeomjJLinied  the  party  back  to  the  Susquehannai  and 
e»tabiitehed  their  lodgei  at  Wyoming.  ' 

Th'}^  step  wa'^  taki  n  as  a  preparatory  measure  to  the  old  French 

ivtff.  The  sequel  is  full  of  stirring  and  painfal  ef  outs* 
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LEIXEll  IT. 


OU  French  War— Influence  upon  Wyoming— Paxinos— Second  Mimon  to  BAomtiaii 

«giiviiidl^MMMen  at  Foit  Aiigiiir»— MdanfMy  aiiiicni  of  Matvkm  CymSng 
and  foooait  of  Iroquois  at  Fort  Allen— >Kiflgt  Tadamc  nnJ  Tedetnetti^g— Ghnnd  CotUidl 
at  Easton— Mur  lcr  of  the  Governor's  mmongUf  Cbarlas  ThoDpMa— Soeond  CoogfCM 
at  £asloa— Peace  agreed  upon. 

With  the  movenicnti<;  of  France  aod  England,  the  two  chief  mari* 
tiM  Mtiooi  of  EwropOy  the  destinies  of  this  distant  and  sodaded 
▼alley  were,  for  omojr  yem*  ao  iatioMLtaly  bteaded*  ibal  a  rapai 
ezpoiitnii  of  tfaeir  policy,  on  this  contliniitt  my  not  be  ngiided  ae 
fiNnngii  le  the  porpoie  of  these  p^git  In  1001^  Fnaoe  ffntbd  m 
ehartar  §k  e  large  portioB  of  Notrtk  Aaarioa.  Two  yeeii  aSm^ 
wwtd,  ebarteve  of  esluMive  limite  were  giealed  by  Eaglaad*  At  m 
vwf  early  poriodf  Fraooe  eomnweed  settleneDta  upon  the  noHli* 
eaatern  ooast,  on  the  walen  of  the  8t  Lawrence,  and  on  the  Missie> 
sippi ;  while  England  began  to  plant  colonies  on  the  whole  line  of  the 
Atlantic  shore,  from  the  St.  Croix  to  St.  Mary's.  Sharp  collisions 
arose.  Each  endeavoured  to  enlist  the  Indians  in  their  respective 
quarrels.  To  the  keen  encounter  of  opposing  interests,  ^vas  added 
the  excitinc;  rivalry  of  towerint^  ambition,  national  pride,  hereditary 
hate,  and  personal  revenge.  Increasing  knowledge  of  the  dormant 
wealtht  and  ezteosive  fesouiees  of  America,  gave  teofoid  unpolse  to 
all  their  passioM^ 

Whiieihe  oentfe  was  rqiidly  peopliiig  luuler  the  aoqnoes  of  B&g- 
landf  hmnee^  actuated  fay  a  policy  vast  as  her  anbitioii,  piifiaed  wi^ 
m  Tigoer  winrthy  <^  her  poiier»  was  endeawMiring  to  luail  and  Ofer> 
awe  the  British  settlements  by  a  eordon  of  fbfts,  firom  Qeebee,  abng 
the  St  Lawfeneoi  at  Bfootreal,  Oswego,  Niagara,  Detroit,  Da  Qaosnep 
on  the  Ohio,  and  onward,  embracing  the  most  defensible  points  to 
the  delta  of  the  Mississippi.    The  design  was  grand — the  execution 
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tpirtted.  The  savages,  formerly  in  amity  with  the  British,  but  now 
favorably  disposed  to  ilie  French,  who  liad  promised  to  restore  the 
country  taken  from  Ihem  by  the  English,  were  e^iLcited  by  the  defeat  of 
Bnddock,  in  1754,  to  entor  with  redoubled  zed  into  the  war  against 
thecoloniea.  Th*  iMiohet  waa  unburied — tfatt  war  knife  was  unsheath- 
ed, and  the  remorseleit  fturiei  of  Indian  war  were  let  iooae  along  a  thou- 
•and  BMiBi  of  dftfatirelnii  fro>tier>  TbemfglityieiUM  of  Pitt  guided 
tbedeetiiiiefofE^glaiid;  b«t  tke  mbg  i^wIm  of  his  idiniittBtratkMi 
JmuI  aol  y«t  dftwaed  upon  thb  oootiiieBC*  and  the  Iroquok,  ooofide&t 
in  tlieur  own  fimieM,  and  repc^ing  impKott  fiuth  io  tlie  power,  if  not 
the  promises  of  the  French,  pushed  the  war  with  unceasing  vigilance 
along  the  whole  line  of  their  widely  eitended  empire.  Coiitracliug 
oar  view  lo  the  limited  range  of  our  appropriate  subject,  we  proceed 
with  our  narrative. 

The  spring  following  the  first  visit  to  the  Christian  Indians,  at 
Gnaderilmtten,  (i.e.  1753,)  to  their  great  consternation,  there  came 
a  second  band  firon  Wyoming*  eQMiiting  of  twenty-three  persons,  ^ 
iwdsr  the  chief  wmwMind  of  Pazinos,  a  Sbawanese  chief,  or  kiag»  of 
name  distinction,  accompaniod  by  three  Irofmu  amkaamtkn,  who 
duinii  the  whole  Mttlennt  at  Gnadenbutten  to  removo  to  Wyo- 
ming. Not  oafy  wen  tboy  indiipoted  to  yield  obedieiico  to  tbe  na- 
Maaoaafala  inandatib  b«t  i«Iyi^  prabaUy,  on  tba  jifemiBiM  and 
poww  of  tbe  Skretbnn^  and  tba  eontigai^of  Fort  Alleny  ibr  pro' 
taation  agriaat  their  aneiit  oowfnMwra  and  dalaated  tyrants,  leyeral 
▼entured  to  make  replies,  little  calctilated  to  conciliate  their  haughty 

masters. 

**  W'liat  can  the  chiefs  of  the  Six  Nations  give  me  in  exchange  for 
my  souT^"  said  one.  "They  never  consider  how  that  will  fare!" 
**  God  who  made  and  saved  me,  can  protect  me,"  replied  another, 

I  am  not  atraid  of  the  wrath  of  man,  for  not  one  hair  of  my  head  can 
laU  to  tba  ground  without  his  will  i" — Another,  with  s^  greatw 
ooofidence,  declared  to  the  ambassadorst  -  If  even  one  of  them  ' 
should  lift  up  his  hatchet  against  me,  and  say»  Dapart  from  the 
Lord  and  the  Brethren,  I  woaU  not  do  it."  Somewhat  tart»  if  not 
tannting  repliea*  These  decitm,  and  aepedally  tho  latter  peremi^ 
tory  rafmaL  roused  the  ehiefr  to  angor»  when  the  terrible  antwer» 
beibrB  <|ooled,  waa  giiRM*  "  The  0vttK  Ood,  L  a  tbe  Council  at 
Onondago,  speak  tbe  truth  and  lie  not  Th^  rejoiee  that  soaw 
bdieving  Indians  had  moved  to  Wayomick ;  but  now  they  \\(t  up  the 
remaining  Mohickaiis  and  I)clawarps,  and  set  ihcm  flown  also  in 
Wayomick  i  for  there  a  ^e  is  kindled  for  themt  .and  where  they  may 
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plant  nnd  think  on  God.  But  if  they  will  not  hear,  the  QrM  Mead 
iciil  come  and  dean  their  tart  with  a  red  hot  poker 

taxinos,  w1r>  delivered  thk  memgei  theb  turned  to  the  fnisiiofift* 
riea,  and  in  a  grave  and  solemn  manner,  eanMkfdmnMM  ^  lAMb 
rays  the  Historian,  not  to  hhulMr  thefareottfertft^Ml  laHwwiiBg  M 
Wayomidu'^ 

The  trllb  of  Faxinoi  liad  iMseomiMhiied  hiiii,  and  «Mte^  tfciNM|li 
Divine  Fower,  or,  ifrhat  iii  tfcii  iii«tanee  ii  IteM 
policy  of  ihe  Iroquoid,  and  the  eoMMmd  of  her  lrailmnd»  Mai  «» 
aflbcted  to  become  converted,  wts  bap^lied,  and  athnHted  a  wmAm 

of  the  congregation.  A  Sliawanese  queen  might  be  presumed  t6 
have  great  influence  in  inducing  the  Christian  Indians  to  yield  to 
the  earnest  wishes  of  the  Six  Nations,  and  return  under  their  au- 
thority and  protection ! 

The  first  blow  struck  by  the  savages,  sufficiently  near  to  be  con- 
nected with  Wyoming,  Was  in  the  neighborhood  of  Sharookin,  (after- 
wards Fort  Augusta,  now  Suabnrjr*)  The  Moravians  had  a  small 
toissfott  there ;  and  as  it  vras  over  a  i^le  of  action  of  that  aaeellent 
|)eopla  to  do  all  the  good  in  Hieil-  poww,  they  had  ml  oat  vritli  tlM 
idinistar,  a  blacksmitli  witli  hts'took  Thas  religion  and  the  mMk 
arts,  advanced  hand  in  hand  together.  None  of  the  Moravians  wra 
injnradrf  init  fmrteen  white  persons  werh  nmrderad  nod  ocalped. 
llie  date  is  not  precisfely  stated,  bat  it  vmls  after  Bnuldoek*^  dsMl^ 
in  1754,  and  previous  to  November,  1755,  probably  in  the  summer 
of  the  last  named  year. 

Hostilities  commenced,  the  reader  cannot  doubt  but  the  settlement 
at  Gnadcnliuttcn  was  marked  for  vengeance.  •*  Late  in  the  evening 
of  the  24th  November,  1755,"  we  copy  from  the  Christian  Library* 
"  while  the  missionaries  were  at  supper,  their  attention  was  suddenly 
aroused  by  the  continual  barking  of  d<^>  which  was  followed  by  the 
Report  of  n  gnn.  On  openhig  the  door  of  the  nMen  iMisOf  tiMf 

IHth  the  Oneija  Mbi,  tnj  warlike  MohitetM  fend  Ddgwnei.  A  total  lajwirifiHiii 

TheMohkam  and  Drfawarps  were  slavw,    Tt  i«!  probnUI^,  th«t  to  the  Oneidaa  wrs  supie^ned 

the  duty;  for  that  naliun,  r\8  we  1j;ivo  Hcen,  f.irmorlv  h.i;l  fluir  head-qnfirter^  nt  Wvoming  : 
4nd  £rom  pulicy,  thej  may  have  mode  the  Mohicans  and  Dclawares,  the  agcnta  to  da  theft 

Mh*  fltfcM^to^i  wiSdwwthstluJ  act ih>  mwtiott  <rfin>  stliftjhn'>i.jf. 

'  flat  II  silt  MainM8A««m^«lllHkil«BiM.  Tte  Imr  party  M.  diMN< 

cbiaf  shikelUmuai  the  Vice  Roj  of  the  IroquoM,  wbtta  niident  of  Shamokin.  Indeed  their 
■ettlement  at  th!tt  pi  .TCC  hfid  HfN'n  mrnlr  by  Ins  piprpM  dpsir**.  T^rnrning  the  situation  of  th0 
ftsiliima,  Paiitma  aeot  from  Wjomii^  kia  two  aona  to  oondiict  them  io  wietj  to  BoChUMtt* 
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observed  a  party  of  liostile  ladians  b landing  before  tiie  house,  with 
their  pieces  poiiiied  towards  the  door.  On  its  being  opened,  they, 
immediately  fired,  and  Martin  Nitschiiian  was  killed  on  the  spot, 
Jiu  wife  and  iome  ol^^rf  were  wounded,  but  ran  up  stairs  into  the 
gMTCft*  and  biurriqfide4  the  door  with  bedstefdi*  Hither  the  sayages 
pursued  thM»  bttl»  9P(  b^Mg  i^ble  to  Ibrce  open  the  door,  they  set 
%m  to  th»  hovei  wklf  b  WM  90^  enT^Poped  in  flames.  Two  of  the 
biiethM  M  ffP^QVIlif  vMe  thr^ir  «|Mmpie^  bj  juoipiw  ovt  of  thflr 
kmik  mnim*  W  »  boy  lo«p«l  down  fiom  t|ie  flamlog  looC 
ihwuh  PQt  |pl«i»  9f  Imh  ytuplM  M  bofagiuad  by  a  Vall,  «ii4  bit 
budmwrhibmwpjj  8i«ter  PfurtMh,  whoio  hosband  had  ospapiMl  01^ 
<lf  tU^  wiodow»  likewjw  veotiired  to  leap  down  from  the  burning 
roof.  Unobserved  by  the  enemy,  she  hid  herself  behind  a  tree,  on 
rising  ground,  from  whence  she  had  a  full  view  uf  the  tragical  i>cone. 
Brothiir  Fabricious,  in  atteaiptiog  to  make  his  escape  in  the  aaose 
manner,  was  perceived  by  the  Indians,  and  instantly  wounded  by 
two  balU.  They  tiien  seized  him,  and  having  despatched  luiu  with 
their  hatohotfy  too^  Im  scalp,  and  left  him  dead  on  the  grouod. 
£|o«^ |)^r^x^,  belonglp^  to  the  ipisMoo,  were  burned  alive;  am^Qg 
wl^,        A  ohild  9f4y  •Hipnths  ol<jL    Sister  Senseman, 

illroady  iwrpvmded  by  Ito  4mm%  ^  heard  to  ex^buin;  aU 
iMifft  dflflip  MMiitMri  J  itincitd  inrfftiir  ilif*"  9!Vi8  sraideBBn  now* 
fo  |9  tkn  hafRi  WW  «Mijl>l«i»  by  wUch  all  iho  pin^,  hay,  and 
^Mto  «ovt  ndwmMtf  9ftd»  having  fluado  a  haprty  vf^,  tk^T 

Tbii  melancholy  ^^oorreoce  proved  the  daliverance  of  the  Chris, 
tian  Indians ;  for,  wpon  hearing  the  report  of  guns,  seeing  the  ilames, 
and  learning  the  dreadful  cause  from  those  who  escaped,  they  oliijred 
to  attp^k  the  enemy  without  delay;  but,  being  advised  to  the  con- 
trary, they  all  (led  into  the  woods,  and  the  settlement  was  thus  in  a 
%W  minutes  cleared  of  its  inhabitants.  By  the  ex^tioos  ^nd  p^r* 
suasions  of  ti^^  niisiioriary,  BhebQsb»  whe^  alonc^  remained  at  6na^ 

denhnMM*  iMfl  «f  Ml?  f«ig^fe  qtu^mM  rat«ri^4  tha  naxt  day. 

They  now  hoped  I9  wmaup  in  safety,  as,  in  oonseqt^ipoa  of  a  petitioa 
ppeaavM  by  the  flk^thnei^  at  Bethlahmi  ibo  Qowiior  of  Fepuyl^ 
▼aajf  pant  a  |Wly  of  .aoMiarf  into  lhapa  paru  lor  the  proteetbn  of 
the  Chriitian  lodiaoi  and  the  country  in  ganeraL  But,  oi^  New 
Vmi^eday,  V»%  tim  aavafw  attaaked  thete  troopv,  set  $re  to  tiie 
aettt^ineat,  and  laid  waale  ail  the  plantations,  by  which  hoth  the 
congregation  a^d  the  mispioqiu-ies  wofc  reduced  to  the  greatest 
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We  add  a  few  anecdotes,  gleaned  from  Torious  sources.  The 
troops  sent  np  by  the  Government,  of  course,  occupied  Fort  Allen; 
and  for  recreation,  amused  themaeWes  with  skating.  It  is  no  part 
of  savage  warfare  to  attack  ramparts  of  stone,  defended  by  ordnance; 
but  in  the  stratagems  of  war^  the  Boldien  were  no  matdi  fyt  the 
trained  and  wily  Iroqaois.  Thus  one  or  two  Indiana  wm»  finr  somi 
timet  aeen  nngnardedlj  akattog  too^  on  tlie  fnutn  boeom  of  the 
Lehigh,  bnt  at  a  diitanoe^  At  length  a  party  UA  the  Fort  to 
mrpriBe  them ;  when,  with  seeming  caretessoen,  they  woold  lirit 
apf>roach,  and  tlien  extend  their  playful  raoe,  fhrther  and  forther. 
Thus,  by  degrees,  drawing  the  party  of  whites  beyond  the  reach  of 
protection  ur  rulrcat. — The  scheme  succe€ded.  Suddenly,  from  an 
ambush,  cracked  the  deadly  rifle — a  yell  arose — a  large  party  rushed 
forth  to  seize  the  scalps  of  the  slain, — scarcely  one  returned  to  the 
fort  unhurt.  Then,  as  if  satisfied  with  their  trophies,  they  gave  the 
garrison  to  understand,  (probably  by  a  wounded  prisoner,  released 
on  pnrpoBe,)  that  they  were  about  to  retire,  threatening  to  retnm 
the  next  year,  and  skate  with  them  again.  Taking  up  their  mareh 
oo  the  war  path,  they  left  a  strongly  marked  trail,  as  far  as  their  ene> 
nues  woold  be  apt  to  pmrsoe;  when,  returning  fay  another  mlBtV' 
queoted  ronte^  they  again  lay  in  embtuh,  waiting  patienUy,  endnring 
the  extremity  of  odd,  rather  than  haxard  exposure  hy  kimHiBg  firea 
At  length,  eonfidence  being  restored,  the  gatrison  went  out  and  in, 
hunting  or  hauling  wood,  as  if  no  enemy  were  wfddn  an  hundred 
miles.  F^tal  security!  The  Indians  again  fell  upon  them,  and  made 
such  slaughter,  that  the  troops  abandoned  their  fort,  and  fled  below 
the  mountains  for  safety,  leaving  a  rich  prize  of  booty  to  their  emi- 
nently superior  enemy. 

War  was  formally  proclaimed  by  Great  Britain  an:ainst  France, 
in  1756,  when,  if  possible,  a  renewed  impulse  \\as  given  to 
savage  ferocity.  As  our  purpose  is  only  to  record  those  etentu 
Which  are  more  immediately  connected  with  ^Vyoming,  we  com:* 
mend  the  bloody  narrative  of  desolation,  in  Westean  Pennsylva- 
nia, to  some  abler  hand.  The  writer  should  risit  each  interesting 
location,  and  gather  from  the  children  of  the  sufierers,  every 
particular  which  tradition  has  handed  down,  and  Ihithful  memory 
preserved. 

On  the  death  of  Tadame,  treacherously  murdered,  but  by  whom, 
or  for  what  cause,  we  find  no  record,  Tedeuscung  was  elected  king 
of  the  Delawarcs,  at  Wyoming;  "a  lusty,  rawboned  man,"  snys 
Major  Parsons,  **  but  haughty,  and  very  desirous  of  respect  and 
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rwiMDili  He  1WBI kw nig TiihiUp ia  VWi,mtdmuwmr itoa 

fifty  yemold.'' 

TlkB  Pem^IvaBM  QmnummU  ^naiam  to  «Dfwilkte  Ibo  MtiMi 
nvitod  the  ▼arions  nations  to  a  council,  which  WM  Moordiogly  hcM 

at  Easton,  comraenclug  on  the  8th  of  November,  1766.  Imposing 
ceremonies,  botli  ior  stritc  and  security,  were  kept  up  througlioui  ilie 
Degotiatious.  At  three  o'clock,  Guvei  uor  Dennie  marched  from  his 
lodging*!,  to  the  place  of  Conference,  j^iiarded  by  a  party  of  the  royal 
Aoiericans,  m  front  and  on  the  Hanks,  and  a  detaclunent  of  Col. 
Wetsar'a  Pmiaetali»  in  subdivisioBa  in  the  rear*  wkh  oolouni  flyi^ 
dniina  beating,  and  mmio  playing ;  whiek  order  wai  alwaytobaerve^ 
ia  goiiag  to  tlie  place  wfam  tha  Cooaeil  ma  held. 

Tadaaaoqag,  wbo  had  baan  aoocMnpa&ied  dnm  Wyomm^,  hy  mott 
of  hia  prinaiptl  narrim*  pef  fanned  the  part  af  chisf  apaaltar  on  thia 
ocoaaion*  far  all  tin  tribea  pwaant,  aa  lie  had  done  at  the  preceding 
conferences.   He  is  represented  to  have  supported  the  rights  and 
claiiiki  of  liic  Indians  in  a  dignified  and  spirited  manner.  Tedcus- 
ciing»  in  his  talk  before  the  Council,  said  in  subsiance  as  follows:— 
•*  There  are  many  reasons  why  the  Indians  have  ceased  to  be  the 
friends  of  the  English.    They  had  never  been  satisfied  with  the 
conduct  of  the  English  after  the  treaty  of  1737,  when  their  fathers, 
TtMhekunk  and  Nutimus,  sold  them  the  lands  upon  the  Delaware : 
thai  althangh  the  righ^  ^  ^  pnrchase  were  to  extend  **m 
far  OS  a  nmm  ems  go  im  o  day  nnd  a  hdfi"  from  Neahamony 
creek,  yal  the  nan  who  was  appointed  to  go  over  the  groundt 
did  ODl  walk*  h«l  mn;  and  it-wna  aleo  enpeeted  he  would  fO 
nkog  the  bank  of  the  ffiver«  whiofa  he  did  aott  bnt  wnni  in  n 
atinjght  line;  and  beoanae  they  had  bean  nnwiliiqf  lo  give  vp 
the  tawl  lo  the  EagMA*  aa  far  as  the  walk  exteiried»  the  Go* 
temor  who  then  had  the  command  in  Pennsylvania,  aant  far  Aeir 
cousins,  the  Six  Nations,  who  had  always  been  hard  masters  to 
iheui,  tu  coaie  down  and  drive  them  from  the  land. — ^Tliat  when  the 
Six  Nations  did  come  down,  they  met  them  at  the  Governor's  house, 
in  Philadelphia,  in  1742,  with  the  view  of  explaining,  why  they  did 
rot  give  up  the  land;  but  the  English  made  so  many  presents  to  the 
Six  Nations,  that  they  would  hear  no  explanation  from  the  Deia- 
wnWt  and  the  Chief  of  the  Council  of  the  Six  Nations  (Canassatego^) 
nbnnsd  tbenv  and  called  them  women.  The  Six  Nations  had,  how- 
ever, given  to  them  and  the  Shawaneae*  the  country  npon  the 
Juniata*  fac  a  banting  ground,  and  had  so  infarmad  the  Governor  i 
bnt.notwithstandiog  tto>  the  latter  pemitted  the  whiten  lo  go  noi 
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settle  upon  those  Uods.  That  two  yean  before^  the  Governor  iMd 
been  to  Albany,  to  buy  more  of  the  lands  of  the  Six  Nations,  aod 
}iad  described  their  purcUase  by  poinLs  of  compass,  which  they  did 
not  understand,  inciudiag  not  only  tho  Juniata,  but  aigo  the  West 
Branch  of  the  Susquehanna,  which  the  Indians  did  not  intend  to 
aod  whfin  ftU  ii)@«e  things  wei-e  kaowo»  tbey  declared  they 
WQuld  OQ  loQge^  he  friendt  Ip  tkm  iittgUab»  «l»  wm  tiyiog  to  gtl 
fll  their  ^atry  from  them. 

8e  Mwnni  <te  Ctiiac»l».that  thiqr  glad  ta  meei  thdr  M 
fav^  Ite  to  Moke  lh»  pipe  nf  pewM  villi  tlmB»  and 

that  jitilto  wqnU  h»  4m  to  tfam,  te  aH  die  i^mt  tlMf 
bad  received.  Thi»  Cpafareiiee  ooatiaaed  dne  da;ye»  daring  viMoii 
^oie,  att  laalton  Qf  dii^^nNioe  were  ooamtaNlt  aad  tlia  Bknmatm 
and  Delawarea,  the  two  prineipal  tribes,  beeame  peooaelM  to  tte 
English,  with  whom  they  concluded  a  treaty  of  peace.*' 

fecl^usGung,  you  will  perceive,  bore  at  this  Council  a  conspicaom 
part.  Treaties  of  friendship  were  entered  into  with  the  Shawaoeae 
and  Delawares— presents  were  received — snfioke  from  the  calumet 
ascended  io  the  j^kies  to  beftr  aloft  the  record  of  recoociliatioii ;  and 
the  vain  and  flattered  king  returned  in  proud  triomph  to  the  waMtf* 
It  was  his  d%y  of  glory-— bright  hat  iiriafl  la  my  via«  of  tbm 
falw  of  tiMPf  ttMipQib  Ito  lrQaty»«if  aourse,  I  r^rd  as  nugatiry» 
9Kfoep|  10     a*  it  njghl«pa«itotoawairaR  lippee  of  iadimpdoaaa, 

tnfct  wedad  Ibf  appro^tiaii  of  lha  ''Graad  HmmI  at  Olaiadaga.'' 

We  ipclioe  \q  Mm^  the  aynmiffi  bad  faaen  adopted,  independently 
of  M^eiir  wishee,  they  being  then,  with  thdr  warriora,  extremely 
engaged,  if  not  severely  pressed,  in  other  quarters.  What  strengthens 
this  opinion,  are  the  facts,  that  almost  immediately  afler  the  treaty, 
i^urdcrs  were  committed  below  the  Blue  Mountains,  which  the 
Wyoming  Indians  solemnly  disavowed  ;  and  when  the  Governor  sent 
Mr.  Hill  on  a  message  to  Tedeuscung,  he  was  waylaid  on  his  jour- 
if/^y  irofn  Mioisiok  to  the  valley,  by  the  Iroquois,  and  murdered, 
{qdisedt  HerMwaldpr'  etates  that  the  Delawarae  asaared  him  thoia 
9l«M:dei9  met  committed  by  the  Nalioaii  to  prevent  tha  al&eto 
Qf  tl^  traely.  CiHute  Thompeaa,  than  a  feppectod»  aiaae^  a  meal 
vanaraUa  oaa^  me  pwaoat,  and  aatod  aa  oae  of  Ika  Seaiatarfaa 
diiripg  the  negotiatiaiifl.  The  fiwi  ke  italed  to  tfaa  wnm^  at  Laa- 
aaatoTf  in  IW$  wheve  BIr.  TliompeoD,  being  oa  baaiome  paadio^ 
t>efore  the  Assembly,  spent  part  of  the  winter,  and  boarded  at  tha 
hevaEU  He  further  xel{ited»  that  Tedtiu^cung,  pleased  witb 
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^HHit  lie  eonndeMd  as  <Im  ctadivr  and  faimeia  of  Mr.  T«y  wSffpM 
hkm  m  a  nwn<l>ei'  of  tlie  Delaware  mHod,  and  gave  hkn  a 

signifying,  "  He  who  speaks  the  Truth."  After  the  breaking  up  of 
Council,  Mr.  Thompson,  in  coiiipliaoce  with  the  wishes  of  the  Go- 
vernment, and  ail  irn  itation  from  the  king,  accoiiipanied  him  to  Wyo- 
ming. Wlien,  pursuing  the  Indian  path,  (near  the  route  of  the  pre* 
sent  turnpike)  they  came  to  the  top  of  the  first  mountain  which  over- 
looks the  valley,  the  king  expressed  fears  lest  there  might  be  danger 
belowy  (dieading,  I  apprehend,  a  visit  from  the  InKfiiois.)  Mr. 
Thonipwm,  and  ail  the  traifn»  but  one  or  two,  who  accompanied  the 
king,  tamed  down  southwesterly  from  the  path,  and  sought  repoaa 
Ibr  the  night,  while  the  cautious  chief  went  in,  to  reconnoitre ;  but  he 
Mlumed  early  the  neit  moming,  reporting  that  all  was  weU. 
Mr.  T.  spoke  of  the  valley  as  a  dellgbtfiil  spot.  He  did  not  woo* 
der  at  the  contest  waged  Ifar  its  possession.*  In  respect  to  the  sobse- 
c^aent  massacre  of  the  first  settlers,  he  gave  me  a  fact,  and  an  opinion, 
whicli,  not  being  recorded  al  the  time,  though  indelibly  imprinted 
oil  my  memory,  I  think  it  more  prudent  to  omit  tfiLiu  to  tell. 

But  the  Government  of  Pennsylvania  knew  t<x>  well  the  import- 
nncc  of  haviu<^^  the  assent  of  the  Six  Nations,  to  rest  satisfied  with 
the  treaty  as  made. 

The  influence  of  Sir  William  Johnson,  agent  ibr  Indian  affairs, 
wafl  invoked  to  bring  the  Six  Nations  to  a  new  Congress.  Neither 
pvesents  nor  promises  were  spared,  and  in  October  1758,  there  was 
opened  at  Easton,  one  of  the  most  imposing>issemhlages  ever  beheld 
in  Pennsylvania.  Chiefh  from  the  Nations  were  theie^  namely, 
Mohawks,  Oneidas,  Onondagos,  Cayugas,  Senecas,  and  Tuscaroraa. 
There  were  also  present  ambassadors  fWmi  the  Iribiitary  triiies  of 
Nanticokes,  Canoys,  Tuteloes,  Chenangoes,  Delawares,  Unamies, 
Minisinks,  Mohicans,  Wapingers,  and  Shawanese.  Both  the  Gover- 
nors of  Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersey,  attended;  with  Sir  William 
John?'on,  and  George  Crogan,  Esq.,  sub-Indian  agent,  a  deputation 
from  the  Provincial  Assembly  at  New  Jersey,  and  a  Inrge  concourso 
of  eminent  citizens  from  Philadelphia,  and  the  neighboring  counties. 
Alt  the  military  pomp  and  parade  exhibited  at  the  previous  treaty, 
were  here  renewed  with  additional  eeremoniesi  and  our  intelligent 
'  neighbours  of  that  flourishing  town,  should  cause  a  splendid  bistort 
eal  painting  (o  be  executed  oommensorative  of  an  event  so  imposing, 
«nd  so  impurtant  in  tfaeir  annals. 

IMeuscung,  on  the  way  to  the  ConferoDce,  having  fallen  In  eom- 
pany  wllk  the  ebSef  who  had  commanded  the  expedltioD  againU 
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Gnadenhutten  and  Fort  Allen,  high  words  arose  between  them,  when 
the  king  raised  his  tomahawk  and  laid  the  chief  dead  at  his  feet. 
From  this  moment,  though  vengeance  might  slumber,  he  was  a 
doomed  man,  a  sacrifice  alike  to  policy  and  revenge. 

At  the  Congress,  Tedeuscung,  eloquent,  and  of  imposing  address, 
took  at  first  a  decided  lead  in  the  debates.  But  one  of  the  chiefs  of 
the  Six  Nations,  says  Chapman,  "  on  the  other  hand  expressed  in 
strong  language  his  resentment  against  the  British  Colonists,  who 
had  killed  and  imprisoned  some  of  his  tribe,  and  he,  as  well  as  other 
chiefs  of  those  Nations,  took  great  umbrage  at  the  importance  assum- 
ed by  Tedeuscung,  whom,  as  one  of  the  Delawares,  they  considered 
in  some  degree  subject  to  their  authority.  Tedeuscung,  however, 
supported  the  high  station  which  he  held,  with  dignity  and  firmness, 
and  the  difierent  Indian  tribes  at  length  became  reconciled  to  each 
other.  The  Conference  having  continued  eighteen  days,  and  all 
causes  of  misunderstanding  between  the  English  and  Indians  being 
removed,  a  general  peace  was  concluded  on  the  twenty-sixth  day  of 
October.  At  this  treaty  the  boundaries  of  the  different  purchases 
made  from  the  Indians  were  more  particularly  described,  and  they 
received  an  additional  compensation  for  their  lands,  consisting  of 
knives,  hats,  caps,  looking  glasses,  tobacco-boxes,  shears,  gun  locks, 
combs,  clothes,  shoes,  stockings,  blankets,  and  several  suits  of  laced 
clothes  for  their  chieftains,  and  when  the  business  of  the  treaty  was 
completed,  the  stores  of  rum  were  opened,  and  distributed  to  the 
Indians,  who  soon  exhibited  a  scene  of  brutal  intoxication." 

Great  offence,  it  appears,  was  given  to  the  ambassadors  of  the  Six 
Nations  at  the  consequence  assumed,  and  the  forward  part  taken  by 
Tedeuscung;  and  yet  no  immediate  measures  were  adopted  to  chas- 
tise his  supposed  contumacy.  A  solution  of  what  might  otherwise 
seem  difficult,  both  in  his  more  bold,  independent  conduct,  and  the 
forbearance  of  the  Iroquois,  may  be  found  in  the  fact,  that  the  power 
of  their  allies  was  already  sensibly  shaken,  and  Great  Britain  was 
preparing  with  unexampled  vigour  to  drive  the  French  from  this 
continent.  Fort  William  was  taken  in  1757;  Louisburg  surren- 
dered to  their  victorious  arms  in  the  summer  of  1758 ;  and  far  more 
important  to  the  lro(}uois,  as  it  was  almost  in  the  heart  of  the  do- 
minions claimed  by  them,  the  shame  of  Braddock's  defeat  was  washed 
out,  and  Fort  Du  Quesne,  (afterwards  named  Fort  Pitt,)  had  sur- 
rendered to  the  English  the  February  preceding  the  October  of  1758, 
when  the  Conferences  at  Easton  were  holdcn.  That  event  was  a 
fatal  blow  to  the  widely  extended  claim  of  power  on  the  part  of  the 
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eonfederaey;  altiiougb  tbe  Cowicil  fiie  at  Onoodafo  ww  fi>r  muiy 
years  afbr  nmneroiuily  surrouoiled  by  bold  and  am^tioai  chiefii  and 
renowned  warrion.* 

*  The  Six  Natioqa,  with  ioAtiocUve  sagacity  aeeing  Ihe  rapid  exttoction  of  French  power, 
wfthdnw,  tp  we  ham  noladi  fiwi  the  eonlMk.  Ww  bstween  Englaiid  tad  FnuiM  ilil 
nged,  the  cokniei  perfomdiig  for  the  motbor  eoontiy,  all  that  zeal,  hardihood  and  eottraf* 
could  wootmgBdk.  As  our  ilory  is  little  further  connected  with  the  French  war,  we  may 

here,  thoiiffh  in  nJtranc**  of  our  dates,  statp; — That  CXuebec  was  taken  Sept.  17'>0.  The 
battle  (111  Ai'riihuoi's  plains,  between  Wolf  and  Mantcalm,  in  perhaps  rendered  more  fami- 
iuu  to  the  American  reader  than  aaj  other  eveiU  ui  Liie  content,  by  the  popular  aong, 

moalderiBg  owe,  whwd  the  wrelehed  retreat,'*  6tc 

Niagara,  Ticondcroga,  and  Crown  Point,  surrendered  tbe  same  year.  Montnal  in  ITGO. 
The  Moro  Caatle,  in  1762.  In  this  hazardous,  hut  successful  enterprise,  a  company  (if  prcH 
tfincials,  commanded  by  Capt  7t.  Rnflor,  shared  the  dan^fcr  and  glory.  Peace  was  concfu- 
ded  in  1763 ;  France  yielding  all  the  northern  part  oi  the  continent  to  the  victorioua  aimi 
md  MMiMib  afGnil  Britain,  guided  by  Pitt 
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Renewed  eflbrts  to  Chrifltianizc  Wyoming  Indbne-^PleMing  succeM— Wjalusini; — Mur- 

tlt-r  of  King  Tedeuicung—First  ConnerticMt  Settlement— Tlieir  mnssarre  an<I  expul- 
sion— Expt>ditJon  under  Col.  Boyd  to  Wvoniinij— John  and  Emanuel  Uoover — iicoiova] 
of  Christian  Indiaus  to  the  Oliio — Lx^iuou  ul  an  luipuruxU  uiatle^ . 

Tub  peace  concladed  at  £a8ton»  allows  us  but  a  nioaieiit's  respite 
from  the  record  of  war  and  crime.  Turning  to  more  congenial 
themest  we  eeue  the  moment  and  trace  with  pleasure,  the  {nrogrees 
of  the  Moravians  in  propagating  the  Grospel  among  the  Indians.  A 
large  number  of  the  Delaware  nation  were  established  in  the  valley. 
Waughwawaine,  their  principal  town»  being  situated  not  far  bdow 
the  sile  now  occupied  by  Wilkesbarre.  Though  suffering  many  pri- 
vationp,  the  zeal  of  the  missionaries  did  not  co<>l  ;  neillicr  did  tlieir 
faith  waver,  nor  their  eflforts  relax:  their  souls  sl(  med  to  glow  with 
a  divine  ardour;  success  crowned  their  labuuis;  several  hundred 
Indians  received  the  rite  of  baptism.  Nnr  was  it  a  mere  formal  pro- 
fession on  their  part,  tor  their  lives  were  wholly  changed,  and  the 
moral  precepts  of  the  Gospel  regulated  their  conduct,  while  their 
hearts  yielded  assent  to  its  doctrines.  At  Wyalusing,  or  as  it  is 
written  by  the  German  missionarieSf  Machwihilusing»  a  number  of 
Christian  Indians  had  united  together,  without  a  teacher,  for  pur^ 
poses  of  worship,  and  thither  the  Rev.  Band  Zeisberger  repaired, 
and  became  their  pastor.  Under  his  wise  direction,  the  settlement 
soon  assumed  a  very  pleasing  aspect  Order,  industry  and  neatness 
vrere  established;  lands  were  cleared  and  fenced.  Grain,  cattle, 
horses,  poultry,  every  sort  of  useful  stock  were  introduced,  and 
schools  were  opened  for  the  education  of  Indian  children.  A  bell, 
the  first,  probably,  ever  heard  in  Pennsylvania,  north  of  the  Kitla- 
tinny  mountains,  sounded  from  the  chapel,  calling  the  Indians  to 
worship.  Methinks,  as  its  tones,  loud  and  clear,  vibrated  on  the 
undnlatinsr  air,  and  were  borne  by  the  breeze  beyond  the  hills,  to  the 
Strange  Indian,  roaming  the  ibrest  or  approacbii^  the  place,  the 


Digiii^uu  L>y  Google 


HI8T0BY  OP  WYOMINO. 


toand  most  hare  come  li^e  a  tpfant's  voide»  a  death  kilell  to  bin  niee» 
awakening  speeial  vHmdet, 

Three  yean  thmr  paswd,  the  settlemeiit  iborfohtcig;  a  fose  tn  • 
dnert,  and  grring  tb6  highert  prDinise  of  fiitore  uKfntneiB,  when  tbt 
■odden  outbreak  of  Indian  war  reached  their  ean,  and  created  tfaa 
tttmott  alaroL  it  had  been  a  dehinve  hour  of  f  unihine  in  the  ttiidst 
of  a  gathering  storm.  Strange  ms  H  may  appear,  though  near  ihil 
Iroqnoig,  and  in  daily  intercourse  with  them,  the  missionaries  had 
not  the  leaat  intimation  of  their  purposes  agniiist  the  white  settle* 
ments.  When  hostilities  commenced,  Mr.  Zeisberger,  and  the  other 
preacherg,  were  left  uiiniolested.  But  imminent  danp^er  threatening 
the  Christian  Indifin??,  near  Bethlehem,  occasionrd  the  recall  of  the 
piotis  missionary,  and  he  attended  them  from  that  place  to  Phila- 
delphia, whither  they  were  sent  for  safety  from  the  fury  of  tii^ 
exasperated  frontier  inhabitants,  who  had  been  led  to  belietre^ 
notwithstanding  their  religioaii  profiBsaioBSt  that  the  Motarvian  In* 
dians  were  gaSLif  of  the  ctobI  murders  perpefrated  upon  tfaei^ 
friends. 

lo  the  mehn  time,  Wyoimnf  was  the  dieatre  of  highly  iaieresting 
etenti^  la  d  privioos  letter^  I  have  slated  the  beKef  that  king 
Tedeuseung  was  doomed,  sooner  or  later,  to  destniclioa.  Indiaa 

revenge  may  sleep,  but  never  dies ;  the  hoar  may  be  postponed  fcr 
months  or  years,  but  at  last  will  come  as  sure  as  fate.  Tedeuscung, 
besides  the  independent  airs  assumeJ  at  Easton,  had  slain  witli  his 
own  hand'  the  chief  who  commanded  the  Iroquois  war  i>art  y  in  their 
devastation  of  Gnadenhutten.  War  upon  the  whites  being  now 
renewed,  it  is  not  improbable  that  the  king  may  have  declined  to 
lead  his  tribe  to  battle.  Certain,  however,  it  is,  that  for  some  time 
aemral  of  the  Six  Nations  had  been  visiting  at  Wyoming,  Withoat 
any  ostensible  object,  miogiing,  socially,  with  the  Delawares,  and 
appearing  on  friendly  teroM  with  the  old  chie&  Whishey  bad  btea 
obtained*  whioh,  when  in  his  power,  the  Indian  ptopenrity  was  ttb 
stroi^  to  be  resisasd,  and  he  drank  oatil  ioebriatkm  overpowered  Mh 
sanses,  and  he  lay  sleeping  in  his  wigwam,  learoely  conseioos  of  lifb^ 
and  wholly  imsuspicious  of  danger.  In  the  dead  of  the  night,  ott  ^ 
19th  of  April,  1763,  the  hnt  of  Tedeuscung,  and  twenty  of  the  sor* 
ix>unding  dwtdlings  burst,  ahnost  at  the  same  moment,  into  flames, 
and  thus  the  great  Delaware  king  miserably  perished. 

Indian  cunuing  ascribed  the  murder  to  the  New  England  people, 
who  were  just  commencing  settlements  in  the  valley. 
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It  IS  tufficieot  to  say,  in  the  absence  of  the  slightest  evidence,  that 
sach  a  measure  on  their  part  vould  have  been  a  oompound  of  wick* 
edness  and  foUy»  so  stopid  and  base,  that  it  cannot  be  sapposed 
trae,  for  a  moment.  Surrounded  by  Savages,  far  removed  finom  tbe 
whites,  their  policy  was  too  obvious  to  be  rabtaken,  namely,  to  eoti- 
ciliate  the  Indians,  by  every  fair  means.  The  charge  was  made  in 
far  deeper  roalcvolericc  ihan  mere  waiUon  mischief,  for  the  desUuc- 
tion  of  the  Counecticut  settlers  had  also  been  resolved  upon  by  the 
Six  Nations. 

The  preceding  year,  that  is,  in  1702,  a  considerable  number  of 
emigrants  had  arrived  in  the  valley  from  Connecticut.  After  sow- 
ing grain,  they  returned  to  their  fiuntlies,  with  whom,  early  the  fol- 
lowing Spring,  they  came  back,  prepared  to  establish  themselves 
permanently*  bringing  theur  stock,  household  furniture,  indeed,  it 
B  most  probable,  all  they  possessed  on  earth.  Strange  to  say, 
although  my  inquiries  have  been  faithfully  pursued,  wherever  the 
least  prospect  existed  of  obtaining  information,  they  have  proved 
fruitless,  and  I  am  unable  to  state  from  what  towns  in  Gonneetieot 
they  came,  or  who  were  their  principal  leaders.  Their  town  was 
built  nearer  the  river  than  the  Indian  village  of  Maughwawaaie,  on 
the  flats,  below  Wilkeabarre.  The  season  had  been  favorable;  their 
Tarioiis  crops  on  those  fertile  plains  liad  }>ruved  abundant,  and  they 
were  looking  forward,  with  hope,  to  scenes  of  prosperity  and  ha[ipi- 
ness  ;  but  suddenly,  without  the  least  warning,  on  the  15th  of  Octo- 
ber, a  large  party  of  savages  raised  the  war  whoop,  and  attacked 
them  with  fury.  Unprepared  for  resistance,  about  twenty  men  fell, 
and  were  scdped ;  the  residue,  men,  women  and  children  fled,  in 
wild  disorder,  to  the  mountains.  Language  cannot  describe  the 
fluflerings  of  tbe  fugitives,  as  they  traversed  the  wilderness,  deetitttto 
of  food  or  clothing,  on  their  way  to  theur  former  homes. 

Mr.  Chapman  states,  that  Col.  James  Boyd,  ordered  by  Gow. 
Hamilton,  repaired  to  Wyoming,  found  the  valley  abandoned  by  the 
Indians,  wiio  had  scalped  those  whom  they  had  killed,  and  carried 
away  their  captives  and  j)! unde  r.  The  bodies  of  the  slain  lay 
strewed  upon  the  field,  and  Cul.  Boyd  havinrr  caused  them  to  be 
decently  interred,  withdrew  with  his  detachment  down  the  river. 
I  am  not  able  to  reconcile  this  with  certain  information  derived  from 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Elder's  correspondence  with  Gov.  Hamilton. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  John  Elder  to  the  Governor,  dated 
Ftalon,  30th  September,  1768. 
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*'  As  a  number  of  voiunlecrs  from  this  countv,  on  the  return  of 
CoL  AfiDstroDgr  design  to  scout  a  little  way  into  the  enemy's  coun- 
tryt  oor  troops  would  gladly  join  the  volunteers,  if  it's  agreeable  to 
your  Honour ;  and  as  that  favour,  they  imagine  has  been  granted 
the  troops  on  the  other  side  of  the  8u8qaehanna«  they  flatter  them- 
selves it  will  not  be  refased  these  two  companies.  Their  principal 
view  is  to  destroy  the  immense  quantities  of  com  left  by  the  New 
England  men  at  Wyoming,  which,  if  not  consumed^  will  be  a  con- 
siderable magazine  to  the  enemy,  and  enable  them,  with  more  easet 
to  distress  the  inhabitants,  etc."  How  the  corn  of  the  New  England 
settlers  could  be  spoken  of  September  '(j.>,  as  '*  left,''  those  people 
being  thcH  in  undisturbed  possession,  I  cannot  conceive,  unless  it 
was  a  delicate  mode  of  covorini^  their  purpose,  by  cutting  off  their 
means  of  subsistence,  to  expel  them. 

Lieat.  Gov.  Hamilton,  under  date,  Philadelphia,  October  5tb,  *6d, 
answers  :— 

With  regard  to  what  you  mention,  touching  an  expedition  into 
the  Indian^s  country,  I  could  have  no  objection  to  their  scouting 
as  fiir  as  Wyoming,  and  destroying  the  corn,  if  any  left  there,**  etc. ; 
but  positively  prohibits  the  troops  destroying  the  Indian  Wya- 
hising  settlement,  which  was  contemplated. 
Another  letter  from  Gov.  Hamilton,  is  dated,  Oct.  10th,  1768 : — 
**  Having  wrote  to  you  a  few  days  ago,  I  should  not  have  any 
thing  to  add  at  this  time,  but  for  a  letter  the  Commissioners  and  I 
have  received  from  Mr.  Robert  Callendcr,  acquainting  us  that 
Major  Clayton  has  applied  to  him  to  furnish  provisions  for  two  hun- 
drud  men,  for  twenty  day?,  by  which  it  is  conceived  that  he  hath  an 
intention  of  going  upon  some  expeditiun  against  the  Indians,  without 
having  communicated  the  same  to  me,  and  received  my  approbation. 
A  step  I  can  by  no  means  approve  in  an  officer  bearing  the  king's 
commission,"  etc 
On  the  17th  October,  Commander  Elder,  writes : — 
Your  (avour  of  the  10th,  I  received  last  night,  and  am  sorry 
to  find  that  our  proceedings  are  any  way  disagreeable  to  the  Legis- 
lature. Our  two  companies,  fired  with  resentment,  on  hearing  the 
barbarities  committed  by  the  savages,  and  willing  to  serve  their 
country  to  the  utmost  of  (heir  power,  signified  to  me  their  strong 
desire  to  join  in  any  expedition  that  might  be  undui  t;ikcn  against 
the  common  enemy.  And  encouraged  by  your  acquainting  me  that, 
'  you  had  no  objection  against  our  destroying  the  corn  left  at  Wyo* 
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roing,  I  ordered  them  to  proceed  on  that  service ;  strictly  prohibit- 
ing thcra,  in  obedience  to  your  Honour's  command,  to  make  any 
attack  on  Wialusing.  The  party,  though  small,  set  out  from  Hun- 
ter's, last  Tuesday,  in  high  spirits  ;  so  that  it  is  jmpossible  (o  sus- 
pend the  expedition  now,  as  the  troops  are,  by  this  time,  advanced, 
I  doubt  not,  as  far  as  Wyoming.  What  success  they  may  have,  I 
know  not ;  but  if  they  destroy  the  corn  and  improvemeQls  made 
there,  by  the  New  Eo^nd  man,  to  the  great  dbpleasure  of  the 
Indians,  and  in  caotempt  of  yoor  Hononr's  uitbority»  and  can  hnp- 
pily  intercept  tbe  nnrdering  party  on  their  retam  finwi  Norlbampi* 
ton»  I  preflume  it  will  be  of  conaiderable  aernce.'* 

Comonnder  Elder  again  writes  to  tbe  Gorenor^  under  dnin^ 
Fbacton,  35ih  October,  1768. 

I  acquainted  your  Honour,  the  17th  instant,  that  it  was  impossi- 
ble to  suspend  the  Wyoming  expedition  ;  tlic  party  is  now  returned, 
and  I  shall  not  trouble  your  Honour  with  any  account  of  their  {to- 
ceedings,  as  Major  Clayton  informs  me  he  trausmilted  to  you,  from 
Fort  AuLHista,  a  particular  account  of  all  their  transactions,  from 
their  setting  out  from  Hunter's,  till  they  returned  to  Augusta.  Tlie 
mangled  carcasses  of  those  anbappy  creatures,  who  had  settled  there, 
presented  to  our  troops  a  most  melancholy  scene,  which  bad  beea 
acted  not  above  two  days  before  their  arrival ;  and  by  the  way  (he 
savages  came  to  Wyoming,  it  appears  they  were  the  saoie  party 
that  committed  the  ravages  in  Northa&apton  county/'  etc 

Thus  it  would  seem  the  expedition  of  CoL  Clayton  to  Wyoming* 
^as  principally  intended  to  destroy  tbe  grain  **  by  the  New 
England  people,  and  also,  their  improvements.  The  IndianSt  two 
days  before,  had  effectually  prevented  any  resistance.  The  com  and 
buddings  kU,  were  now  given  up  to  dcstruclion.* 

Did  not  Col.  Clayton  bury  the  dead  ?  It  is  impossible  to  believe 
otherwise  of  a  gallant  soldier  1 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  PmUhi,  in  Lanouter  Counly,  dutcd  Oct.  SSd.^*  Oilf  ptfty,  vn- 

der  Capt.  Clayton,  has  returned  from  Wyoming,  where  tbey  met  with  no  Indians,  bat  fMmd 
tlie  New  Enfjlamlpri*,  who  bad  been  killp'l  and  scalped  a  day  or  two  bcfurc  thry  got  tbers. 
They  buried  the  dead,  nine  men  and  a  u-onmn,  who  had  been  moat  cruelly  butchered ;  tbe 
w&mn  1VM  fouttd,  and  ImiJ  two  bingw  in  her  hftoda,  tuppoaed  to  be  pat  in  red  hot,  and 
••Mialoftht  own  bad  awktbniit  into  tfacbeyva;  ftadf|iMTCtam«N^pkflhM«,«to^illolt- 
ing  in  tbeif  faodica.  They  burnt  what  hmiMs  the  Inditiw  bad  left,  and  deatroyed  a  qauiti^ 
of  Indian  corn.    The  enemy's  tracVi;  were  up  tfic  river,  townrda  Wighaloaaing.** 

ft  nm  indebted  for  thi>4  Fxtmrf  tiv  mv  frirnd  Mr.  Jordaa«  Th^  cfuel  toftoxn  night  hnw 
been  mltirred }  but  betorc,  waa  unicuown  to  toe.] 
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Was  Col.  Boyd  wiih  him  ?   There  could  not  have  been  two  Colo- 
nels, with  two  hundred  men  ! 

Cfipt.  Lazarus  Stewart  was,  probably,  in  command  of  one  of  the 
companies.  It  is  not  a  little  curious  to  anticipate.  Col.  Clayton 
and  Cspt.  Stewart  aoee  more  inet  al  Wyoauog,  nearly  ten  yearg 
allennunlsf  the  formar,  agani»/Oii  an  eifiedition  to  destiay  the  Yan- 
kee gettIeiiieat-«"WliUe  Stewart  was  defending  ihem.  . 

Col*  StoM  mppoaef  this  deed  to  have  beea  perpetrated  by  the 
Delawanw,  ia  revenge  lor  the  death  of  Tedeuonng,  while  our  ood- 
▼ictKHis  are  clear,  that  it  wae  the  ivork  of  the  aane  hands  that  slew 
the  king.  Two  men^  named  John  and  Emaattel  Bkiover,  were  at 
work  npon  a  ehinaflyy  bemg  bvilt  in  a  booee  on  the  flats,  when  they 
were  made  prisoners  by  the  Indians,  who  had  already  another  cap- 
tive with  tliern.  The  Indians  immediately  took  the  path  northward, 
and  ascenditig  the  hill,  near  where  the  Plains  School  House  stands, 
in  Wilkesbarre»  they  met  a  man  corniiig  down,  thoughtless  of  dan- 
der,  carryino;  a  small  bundle  in  his  hand.  Instantly  surrounding 
hina,  they  drew  their  spears,  and  before  he  had  time  to  beg  for  iife, 
or  cry^  **  God  have  mercy  on  my  lonlt"  thrust  him  through,  and  he 
lellf  covered  with  wounds;  after  flGal|ttng  hun  they  marched  on. 
They  took  their  priaoners  to  near  where  Geneva  now  8tandi»  in  the 
settlements  of  the  Six  Nations;  from  wheooe  John  Hoover  and  the  » 
other  prisooer,  whose  name  we  do  not  ksow,  attenpled  to  make 
their  escape  s*-— the  latter  fiwod  hb  waj  to  the  white  settknent  at 

*  The  following  is  from  Mr.  Stone's  Work,  p.  I^: — "Among  the  individual  uiddrats 
inir"'*^  this  ilmpdar  tragedy,  was  th«  ftlfewiag  :--Smm  oT  the  ta^t&MKw&OB  pmnmA  fiir 
a  tiiM,  hgr »  portion  of  the  ladions;  uid  tinong  Ihem  wie  «  iittlBr  naniidl  Noeli  Hopkins^ 
•  weeltbj  man,  rrom  the  county  of  DutcheM^  in  the  state  of  New  YoA,  bordering  upon  Con- 
necticQt.  Ho  had  dbposed  of  a  handsome  patrimony  in  hi^  natire  town,  Armenia,  and  in- 
Te<tted  the  proceeds,  a  shareiml<lrr  of  the  Susquehanna  Company,  and  in  making  prep«- 
ratioDs  for  moving  to  the  new  colony.  Finding  by  the  soonds,  that  the  Indians  were  upon 
his  tail,  ftfter  ranoing  a  long  distance,  lie  fbrtunately  dimyfeml  the  trunk  <tf  a  large  hoUow 
iMt^  n|Nm  the  gnMindt  into  which  he  eieiit.  AAer  Ijing  diene  eefeiel  lionai^  his  appielieo- 
enne  of  dufsf  mee  gnetly  qniekened  Iqr  the  trcaJ  of  footstepe.  They  approached,  and  in 
a  few  moments  two  or  three  savages  were  actually  seated  upon  the  log,  in  consaltalion.  He 
Iienn]  the  buIIctR  rattle  luosely  in  their  poucbei^.  They  actually  looked  into  the  hoHow  trunk, 
suspecting  that  he  might  be  there ;  but  the  cxoauoation  must  have  been  slight,  as  they  dis- 
covend  no  taoee  of  his  preaeaoe.  The  inject  of  their  setreh,  however,  in  after  life,  atui- 
huled  hieeeeepe  to  the  lebonfe  of  n  bnqr  spider,  whioh,  aSwr  he  lied  crawled  hito  Ihelc^ 
hed  been  indnstrionelx  et^eged  in  weeviiif  a  web  over  the  entrance.  F<»Kmfing  thiii  tfan 
Indians  supposed,  as  a  matter  of  course,  that  the  fugitive  could  not  have  entered  there.  This 
is  rather  a^ne  spun  th«^ory  of  hi*  ertc«[>e ;  but  it  wan  enough  for  him  that  ho  was  not  disco- 
vered. After  remaining  in  his  place  ol  concealment  as  long  as  nature  couid  endure  the  am" 
finement,  Hopkins  crept  forth,  wandering  in  the  wilderness,  without  food,  nntii  he  wa«  oo, 
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Shamokin,  and  afterwards  published,  in  the  gtate  of  New  York,  a 
pamphlet,  containing  an  account  of  his  captivity  and  sufferings  ;  a 
copy  was  in  the  valley  io  1785,  but  cannot  be  found.  Some  time 
after  his  escape  the  body  of  John  Hoover  was  IbuDd  in  the  modi^ 
he  having,  it  was  not  doubted,  died  of  fatigue  and  hung^.  Hii  bn^ 
ther  EmaDoel  Tisitod  Wyoming  after  the  revolutionary  war,  and 
related  the  cireumBtanoea  to  Comelii»  Courtright»  Esq^  to  whom  I 
am  indebted  for  neariy  all  I  have  been  able  to  learn  of  the  mumen 
of  1768b  From  these  facts  it  is  plain  that  the  mischief  was  perpe- 
trated, not  by  the  Ddawares,  bat  by  the  Six  Nations. 

After  the  murder  of  Tedenscung,  the  Christian  Indians  fled  to 
Bethlehem,  but  upon  the  restoration  of  qntet,  they  returned  in  1765  to 
the  Susquehanna,  and  nuidu  their  resting  place  again  at  Wyalusing. 
The  people  of  that  now  liighly  cultivated  and  populous  place,  we 
cannot  doubt,  ^^  ill  be  pleased  to  see  the  description  of  the  Mora- 
vian Indian  settlement.  "Having,  after  many  toilsome  wanderings, 
reached  the  Susquehanna,  they  got  a  few  boats,  some  sailing  up  the 
river,  and  others  traveling  along  its  banks,  and  arrived  at  Machwi- 
hilosing,  on  the  9th  of  May»  after  a  journey  of  five  weeks. 

**  Having  filed  on  a  convenient  spot  for  a  settlement,  th^  irame- 
diately  began  to  erect  a  town,  which,  when  completed,  consisted  of 
thirteen  Indian  huts,  and  upwards  of  Ibrty  houses  built  of  wood*  ia 
the  European  manner,  besides  a  dwelling  Ibr  the  missionaries.  Ia 
the  middle  of  the  street,  whksh  was  eighty  fiaet  braad,  stood  a  Uurge 
and  neat  chapel.  The  adjoining  grounds  vrere  laid  otit  into  neat 
gaideus ;  and  between  the  town  and  the  river,  about  two  hundred 

the  point  of  famishing.  In  this  situation,  knowing  that  he  oottid  but  die,  he  cautiously  atole 
down  into  tbe  valley  again,  frhtoee,  S«e  day*  befora,  h«  hail  0ed.  AH  waa  desolatioa  thei*. 
TIm  oopa  were  destroyedi  tbe  cattle  gone,  and  the  smouldering  brands  and  entbem  wcie 
•11  that  remained  of  the  houses.  The  Indians  had  retired,  and  the  stillness  of  death  pM- 
Tailed.  He  roamed  about  for  hour?,  in  search  of  something  to  satisfy  the  cravings  of  nature-, 
fording  or  swimming  the  river  twice,  in  his  search.  At  length  he  diBcovcred  tbe  carcass  of 
a  wild  turkey  which  had  been  shot  on  tbe  morning  of  the  massacre,  but  which  bad  been  left 
in  the  fligbt.  He  qoieUy  atripped  the  biid  oCile  Ibathefs,  dtbouf^  it  bad  beoome eonewlMt 
ofiensire  faj  lying  in  dw  ann,  diwed  and  washed  it  in  tbe  river,  and  the  first  meal  be  made 
therefrom,  was  ever  afterwards  pronounced  the  sweetest  of  his  life.  Upon  the  strrngtb  d 
this  turkey,  with  wrh  roots  and  horb«  nn  he  rouM  frnthor  in  his  tvny,  he  trnvt^lw!  imlif, 
after  incredible  hardships,  hia  clothes  bctug  turn  from  his  \nn\y&  m  the  thickets  he  v\  >>l  ligcd 
to  encounter,  and  his  body  badly  lacerated— he  once  more  found  himself  among  the  dwell. 
ingaordflilMdmen.'* 

"  The  facto  of  this  Uule  incidental  naimtlve,  wereeooununioatid  to  tbAantboTfljMr.  Q.  P. 
Hopkins,  tho  printer  of  this  present  volume,  and  a  nephew  of  tbe  aoflher,  wiw  dkd  at  Filln. 
field,  MaamoboMtt^  at nvBiyadvnnoedage,  about  thirty  yearn  1^  He nwn teiy  leapec^ 
able  man*'' 
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and  fifty  acres  were  divided  into  regular  jjlanlations  of  Indian  corn. 
The  burying  ground  was  situated  at  some  distance  back  of  the  huild- 
iogs.  Each  family  had  its  own  boat.  To  this  place,  they  gave  the 
Mine  of  FhedeotbuaOeii*  (ineaniog  Huts  of  Feace.")  This  new 
■Bttfemmt  loon  assumed  a  very  flourishing  appearaaoe.  The  inha- 
VitanU  were  industnonsy  and  dwelt  together  in  peace  and  unity. 
Many  Indians  visited  the  town,  adauriqg  the  fine  situation  and  good 
order  maintained  in  the  piece/*  etcw— OMt  lAbtmy* 

At  Sheshequin,  or  as  it  is  written  hy  the  Moravians,  Tschechsbe- 
quaunink,  there  was  a  large  settlement  of  Indians,  many  of  whom 
became  converts,  and  the  missionary,  Rothe,  attmded  to  their  spi- 
ritual wants,  with  pious  zcai. 

For  six  years,  those  two  congregations  under  the  guidance  of  the 
Moravians,  continued  to  flourish  in  peace;  but  many  causes  now 
combined  to  render  them  uneasy  in  their  respective  situations.  The 
Six  Nations  had  sold  the  land  on  which  they  lived  without  con- 
sulting Uiem,  to  the  Connecticut  people.  Neighboring  wliite  set- 
tlers  persisted  in  tempting  the  weaker  brethren  with  spirituous 
liquors;  and  more  than  either,  the  Delawares  on  the  Ohio  were 
anxious  they  should  emigrate  and  join  their  religious  brethren  in  the 
West.  In  consultation  with  Zeisberger  and  Heckewelder,  at  Wyalu^ 
•tog  in  1770t  the  final  decision  to  remove  was  adopted*  and  the  suc- 
ceeding year,  about  260  Indians  from  that  place  set  out  on  their  way 
lo  Ohio,  divided  into  two  parties.  One  chiefly  of  men,  with  eighty 
oxen,  and  other  stock  in  proportion,  went  through  the  wilderness, 
Buffering  great  privations  and  hardships.  Another  party,  with  the 
women  and  children,  descended  the  river  in  canoes,  spent  a  day  at 
their  beloved  Wyoming,  shed  a  tear  over  the  graves  of  their  buried 
friends,  and  then  departed  from  their  almost  wwshipped  Susque- 
hanna, to  return  no  more  forever.  The  fate  of  these  poor  creatures, 
at  nearly  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  I  am  happy  it  is  not 
my  painful  duty  to  record* 

*Io  his  general  view  of  the  subject,  Cd.  Stone  has  ezpresaed,  with  toflicient  dbtinctneii, 
Inderd  with  cmphapia,  the  fact  nf  the  mnfrtcry,  ahsolutc  and  unqualified,  of  the  Six  Nations 
ovrr  thr  Dclrtwnrr?,  nnd  nrir:;lil)<inti<:  tribes;  but  in  bis  details,  it  appears  to  mr.  of  the  policy 
and  conduct  of  those  tnbes,  a  voUUofi  and  independence  is  descnbed,  inco£n[>aiil)le  vniih  the 
IdM  of  Bttbsernency  •oA  ooetood  obedieoot.  Hence,  like  every  author  who  has  written  in 
irdatioQ  to  thote  Indianii  1m  iMvtt  the  mind  perplexed  by  the  ■totement  of  M^wllonilib 
atfli»  inirolnBg  iawplioMe  contntfielioa. 

Admit  for  a  moment,  the  Delawares  yet  a  great  people,  retaining  their  political  organize* 
lion,  clectinr^  thrtr  own  kinf^s,  allowed  to  enter  into  couiKiil,  to  unite  in  the  negotiation  of 
Ueatlei  j  their  bfaves  courted,  flattered,  tniated,  sent  Qpoo  the  war  path  {  aod  yet  tubocdt* 


Digiii^uu  L>y  Google 


06 


HISTORY  OF  WYOMING. 


mte,  thi  high  and  inptriotti  tone  of  iDdigoilioaHid  oontonpc  Mvodi  llnivmilj  mtd  hf 
their  nnibm  opon  lue  oaeaaiooi^  when  tb«y  bad  ptanimwl  too  £0  ia  oflwIodiiidopMldflMii 

and  nccileil  t  >  ;  >  clu  c  koc],  yuu  will,  wo  think,  percttvo  thoir  tnii  eondition.  This  view  u 
illufitrateJ  by  King  PaxitioH  of  llie  Shnwanes*?,  bcin^  acnt  on  the  rr«pon»i!-'r  m!<*sion  lo  the 
Chrislian  IriJians  at  (Inadi-tihutten ;  the  return  of  Te(!eu<>cung  in  obodirncc  to  the  tnc—ago 
■cnt  bira,  his  Ix-iti},'  furtUwith  elevated  to  the  station  of  King  of  hie  Nation ;  and  whfen, 
•eripCnnl  language^  "he  waxed  &t  and  hfeked,"  anandiig  a  tone  of  bdependence,  Mm 
odhnee  taken  bj  the  Iioqooie,  and  their  terrible  vengeanoe  wrought  npon  him.  The  aanM 
lomark  il  applicable  to  the  speech  of  Canaseat^  at  the  Treaty  in  Philadelphia  in  WiyOCt 
to  the  misconduct  of  the  Delawarrs,  in  refusing  to  ifmovR  from  laml  they  had  sold. 

The  Confc'di'ration  of  tlie  Rhine  was  CA)mf)08cJ  of  sovereiga  etates,  independent  com* 
muniiiea,  Kings  who  held  their  court  in  gorgeous  state,  free  to  do  their  own  will— excflfii 
that  Napoleon  ww  their  maater.  80  too,  the  Frnidi  Senate  and  Senatoni  wate  lodaptfidant; 
tbqr  net|  daKbeiated;  the  Eopofor  fieqnontlj  attoodiiv  rnnenHath»n»  Ugtiag  dMnnal 
qtieetiona,  and  aometimee  yielding  hia  own  opimon,  fot  the  aaeiidole  ia  frmiliar ;  one  of Ih* 
members  pressed  with  earnestness  some  point  agninrt  Napoleon'?  wishes,  until  he  became 
impntient.  "Stop,  stop,"  !  he  with  suppressed  emotion,  "do  not  obhgo  mc  to  speak 
witii  more  decision."  The  inxjuois,  if  less  learned  than  the  French  Chief,  were  as  profotmd 
fltatesmeu,  and  as  perfect  adepts  in  the  arte  of  QovMaflMBt  aa  the  Emperor;  and  be,  holding 
Poland  b  hia  fiat,  with  pomrto  tfanwher  ialothelapof  Roarfaor  Awbia,  yotbf  pofcjp 
bound  the  Polish  Lancers  so  closely  to  hia  itandaid  and  person,  that  they  would  rush  into  th« 
itiuam  at  bis  bidding,  and  the  last  expiring  cry,  when  swallowed  by  the  flood,  was  "  Vive  la 
Napoltxtn  .  "  So  too,  1  take  it,  the  subject  nations  of  the  Iroquois  were  held  in  bondage  by 
the  Uvii  uf  jtolicy,  as  well  aa  by  the  rod  of  power  \  until  that  Confederacy,  wounded,  yet  not 
slain ;  broken,  though  not  crushed,  with  inattnetive  perception  of  the  true  condition  of  affiure, 
they  began  moio  and  more,  ami  with  bolder  tone,  to  lear  thecreat,  and  apeak  the  language 
freeoMn. 

Again,  Col.  Stone,  while  he  speaks  of  tlie  Six  N.-itions,  the  A  quanuschionis,  meaning  tha 
"United  People,"  le.ives  the  imprf«?''inn  that  they  were  disunited  in  c^^uncil,  divided  ia 
action,  some  of  the  Confederacy  taking  part  with  the  French,  and  others  with  the  Enghsh. 
Such  view  of  the  matter,  the  reader  is  aware  is  at  rariaoce  with  the  opinions  we  have  con- 
alaatly  exprMMd  in  thia  wotk^  and  akieeMly  entertato*  8ooh  aeparaitiMi  and  dlviaioa,  I 
Oiidt,  waa  racier  appMoot  than  nal.  The  froittiaia  were  neither  dahidbd  hj  the  FnnA 
nor  the  English,  to  adopt  any  system  of  p(rficj  they  did  not  deem  for  their  own  pecuBav 
interest.  They  were  Iroquois,  proud  of  their  long  continued  national  existence  and  supre- 
macy; fond,  to  enthusiasm  of  their  country;  ambitiotis  of  power;  desirous  of  renown j 
avaricious  of  dominion.  They  watched  the  daily  aogmenting  strength  of  both  England  and 
Ftanea^  with  hitler  jealom^  and  inextingoiahabla  hate.  No  momant  had  ecdited  liaoi 
thcii  porpooea  and  power  had  been  davafa^Md^  ao  that  laara  fiir  tlielf  own  indepenJenee  had 
been  awakened,  but  the  Indiaiu  would  have  been  rejoiced  if  the  whole  wUle  race  bad 
but  one  neck,  and  that  submitted  to  their  exterminating  hatchet  Like  every  other  people 
they  were  compelled  to  yield  to  circutustances.  The  French  were  favored  in  former  veArs 
because  they  erected  trading  houses,  bought  furs,  and  made  little  eucroochment  on  their 
landi^  while  the  Britiah  eoloniaa  awakened  gieater  jeakmsy  by  the  dreaded  invanon  of  the 
woodman's  axe^  and  tlie  hated  encroachment  of  tbe  leiniar*a  ploaghi  yet  they  wavered  with 
the  vicissitudes  of  war,  and  their  policy  varied  with  the  shiAing  success  of  the  rival  paitia0| 
jneanin<»  on  thv  imuc,  if  possiblo,  to  be  on  good  terms  with  the  strongest. 

"But  nt  Ira-it  for  a  part  of  the  war  the  Mohawks  and  Onondagoa,  aided  with  tho 
British,  being  under  the  mtlucnce  of  Sir  William  Johnson." 

Say  rather,  Sir  William  Johnaon  was  the  anbaervient  agent  of  their  policy.  With  the 
firing  atar  of  BrMdi  aaeendaney  the  apparent  inflnenee  of  Sir  William  ineicaaed.  Hnd 
ihi  FibikIi  cmfiiniiid  fieloiieaai  had  not  Fort  William,  X<oiiiabiixgh,  Oamgo^  Da  Uncana^ 
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ftHeii,  itlf  Ml  H,  Hit  infldanet  of  Sir  Williuii  Johntoo  wmiU  havt  bira  figlitor  wflik  tbcm 

than  the  down  of  the  thistle.  But  Sir  William  took  to  his  bed  ft  Mohawk  maiden,  the 
ttster  of  n  grrat  chiff.  Say  rather  the  sist<*r  of  a  Moliawk  chief  wn-^  ['crmitted,  or  dircctPi]  to 
become  the  partner  of  Sir  William  Johnson.  However  pnifound  his  policy,  it  was  at  least 
equally  wute  and  effective  on  the  part  of  the  InJianit.  If  Nupulcuii  wedded  a  daughter  of 
Bapsbarg  remember,  a  dmgMer  of  Hapsburg,  it  was  hoped,  would  prove  a  powerfal  ally; 
tad  nfaiiilMr  in  tlw  eooit  of  llw  Empsiw,  tpdeftnd  and  Miitaaii  bar  IMu/a  ftiling  fitftuma, 
aaao  perbapa  to  reveal  to  him  the  rtecreta  of  her  husband. 

Thp  union  of  thf>««p  two  tribes  with  English  inlerents,  I  rogarfl  a-*  a  deep  stroke  of  }>olirv  ; 
painful,  perhaps  humiliating,  but  the  Iroquois  were  now  Ix'twten  two  fires,  hard  prcsst-d  und 
obliged  to  report  to  every  wile  to  preserve  their  tottering  existence.  The  Mohawks  were 
naaiaat  tba  English,  being  within  striking  diilanee  of  the  aottlmanla  on  the  Rodaon.  How 
aanilMl  the  poBej  that  tbaee  aboald  Hem  to  side  with  the  EngKab,  do  jtiit  enough  to  pia- 
aerve  themselvea  from  attack,  and  serve  as  a  ahield  and  barrier  to  tbelr  «)nfederQtu  nntions, 
who  thereby  couk!  put  forth  tln  ir 'vho|<»  forre  on  other  points  in  favnr  nf  flv<  Fn  nch.  What 
it,  but  a  new  edition  of  the  old  policy  practised  in  England  for  hutnireds  of  years,  in 
civil  wars,  iur  iaiuiltus  to  divide  ao  that  whichever  party  might  prevail  the  evtatea  should  be 
paw w id  fitem  wnflscatien.  Every  step  of  appelant  diviricHV  aa  mil  as  united  action,  I  am 
jiiiisibid  naa  iha  lOMilt  a#  ood  delibscalioQ,  fbil  eoamHation,  niatttn  oottnciJ^  and  unani* 
nsona  eonasoL  United  certainly  they  were  before  the  war — still  wa  find  them  united,  acting 
in  perfect  harmony  in  1758,  at  the  treaty  lieKl  in  Easton,  which  would  have  been  inconceivable 
if  they  had  L»een  really  at  variance  with  each  other  a  few  muuihs  Ix-tore.  In  our  Revolution 
the  aame  game  of  apparent  neutrality  or  diauDion  of  the  nation  wa^  attempted  to  be 
played. 

A  brief  note  was  aHI  intondsd,  but  lot  this  azposito  has  awoUon  to  batftbo  linuta 
alaMif. 


Digiii^uu  by  (jOOgle 


LEITEfi  VI. 


Brief  outline  of  controversy  lietween  Pentisylvania  and  ronnfytirnt^KarUcsl  Charter*  of 
Franco  ami  Engl.mi?— Grr-it  Plymouth  Council  tneorporatutl — Ma«»achu8ctt9  carved  out 
of  the  Pl^mouUi  Fatent — Warwick's  Charter — Colony  of  Connecticut — Charter  of  Ki^ 
CIi«tlB%  I663^E«feat of cUim  under ConiMetieQt  Chtrter, inehidid  WjwBiiig  Pinwh— 
of  Indiia  ilgbft  bj  Siii|iMl»niift  CompMiy— InoldantiJ  malt—  TtelKwrnfe  Comfiatty^ 
FurchMo— Firat  ■Ueo^  to  Mttlt  tiM  liiii*— AdMnt  cUm  of  Fmhi  m*  IwA^liiHW 
to  Wm,  P«nn,  1681. 

Hatino  brought  down  the  history  of  Wyoming  to  17C3,  including 
the  murder  of  Tedcuscung,  the  massacre  and  expulsion  of  the  first 
Connecticut  settlers,  and  the  general  removal  of  Indians  from  the 
Valley,  other  matters  of  weighty  interest  call  for  our  consideration. 

For  many  years  the  public  mind  has  been  made  familiar  with  the 
fact  that  a  dispute  long  existed  between  Ptonaylvania  and  Connecti* 
cut»  for  the  jurisdiction  and  soil  over  a  large  extent  of  temtoiyt 
within  which  the  valley  of  Wyoming  is  included.  So  many  im- 
portant eveott  trace  their  origin  to  this  controrersy,  that  it  beoomea 
necessary  to  set  forth  the  grounds  thereof  somewhat  in  detail  In- 
deed, we  cannot  doubt  but  a  fair  and  candid  exhibition  of  the  claim 
of  the  respective  parties,  will  be  acceptable  not  only  to  the  general 
reader,  but  particularly  so  to  every  intelligent  person  resident  within 
the  contested  limits.  In  an  especial  manner  may  it  be  desirable  to 
the  numerous  descendants  of  those  who  first  removed  from  New 
England,  to  make  their  home  in  this,  then  savage  and  inhospitable 
wilderness.  The  Connecliciit  Claim  is  at  rest ;  dead  and  buried. 
Pennsylvania,  so  far  from  being  regarded  as  an  unkind  step-mother, 
extending  reluctant  protection  to  the  New  England  people,  and 
their  children,  is  universally  esteemed  as  a  kind  parent,  entitle^  to 
the  warmest  affection  of  every  good  citiaen,  who  has  the  happiness  to 
live  within  her  borders,  among  whom  the  population  on  the  old 
Susquehanna  Claim,  aresecond  to  none  in  true  allegiance»  teneratkm 
and  km* 
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Wm  it  coooeded  that  the  ckia  of  Coodectievt  was  a  batelM* 
apeoolatioii,  merited  reproach  would  Deceasarily  attach  to  all  thoee 
mmieKms  settlent  who  came  to  this  debated  land,  with  a  view  to 
it!  poBfevioo*  Nor  would  the  pareot  eolonyf  or  State,  escape 
seTcre  censure.  With  the  two-fold  Ttew,  therefore,  of  imparting 
information  to  those  who  wish  to  understand  the  ancient  grounds  of 
controversy,  and  to  vindicate  tlie  State,  and  the  early  colonists  from 
being  reckless  and  unprincipled  invaders  of  the  property  of  others, 
we  shall  proceed  to  show — not  that  the  Connecticut  claim  was 
absolutely  just,  but  that  there  were  at  the  time,  with  the  lights  beiore 
them,  such  grounds  to  believe  in  its  justice,  as  to  warrant  the  adop- 
tion of  all  proper  measures  to  secure  its  possession. 

Early  after  1600,  a  contest  commenced  between  France  and  Eng- 
land for  the  possenioD  of  North  America.  In  November,  1603^ 
Henry  IV.  of  Franee,  (a  name  that  awakens  all  that  is  chivahwus 
Id  war,  gallant  in  love,  or  romantic  in  incident,)  granted  to  Sieor  de 
Mbnts,  American  Territory,  under  the  name  of  Acadia,  extending 
from  the  40th  to  the  40th  degree  of  latitude^  Aroused  by  this 
measure  king  James  of  England,  three  years  afterwards,  that  is,  in 
1606,  divided  that  part  of  North  America  lying  between  the  34th 
and  45th  degrees  of  latitude,  into  two  nearly  equal  parts  ;  the  north- 
ern half,  namely,  the  country  between  the  *iSth  and  45th  degrees  of 
latitude,  he  granted  by  patent  to  Thomas  Hanham  and  others,  prin- 
cipally inhabitants  of  Plymouth  and  Bristol.  Out  of  this  grant,  as 
we  shall  trace  it  step  by  step,  grew  the  Connecticut  claim. 

Subsequently  the  King,  by  letters  patent  dated  November  3,  1620, 
incorporaled  the  Great  Plymouth  Council,  and  granted  "  all  that 
circuit,  continent,  and  limits  in  America,  in  breadth,  from  40  degrees 
of  northerly  latitude,  from  the  equinoxial  line  to  46  degrees  of  ml 
northerly  latitude,  and  in  length,  by  all  the  breadth  throughout 
the  main  land  from  sea  to  sea,  with  all  the  rivers,  seas,  dec,  within 
the  same  degrees  of  latitude  and  longitude ;  and  incorporated  the 
Duke  of  Lenox,  and  divers  other  persons,  by  the  name  of  the  council 
established  at  Plymouth,  in  the  county  of  Devon,  for  the  planting, 
ruling,  ordering  and  governing  of  New  England  in  America  ;  and  to 
them  and  their  successors  grants  all  the  lands,  &c.,  viz:  that  afore- 
said part  of  America,  lying  and  being  in  breadth  from  10  degrees  of 
northerly  latitude,  from  the  equinoxial  Ime,  to  48  degrees  of  the 
said  northerly  latitude,  inclusively,  and  in  length,  of  and  within  all 
the  breadth  aforesaid  throughout  the  main  lands,  from  sea  to  sea, 
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together  alio  witk  ail  tin  firm  lande^  eoibv  ^roaodfi  te.»  aad  all  and 
•iogttlar  other  oommoditMBy  jarwdictioQSf  royaltiesi  privilegBa,  fian 
chiaet  and  pre-e«ioenoea»  both  within  the  said  traet»  ttpoo  the  landt 
upon  the  main,  and  aho  within  the  mid  iiiands»  and  seaB  a^j^oining: 
folded  always,  that  the  said  islands,  or  any  of  the  piemiaea  faerein- 
before  mentioned,  and  by  these  presenta  intended  and  meant  to  be 
granted,  were  not  actually  possessed  or  inhabited  by  other  Christian 
prince  or  state,  nor  within  the  bounds,  limits  or  territories,  of  that 
southern  f  oloay  heretofore  by  us  granted,  to  be  planted  by  divers 
of  our  lovincj  subjects  in  the  south  pert.  And  did  further  command 
and  authorize  the  said  Council  and  their  successors,  or  the  major 
part  of  tbem»  to  distribute,  conveyt  asfign,  and  set  over  such  parti- 
cular portioat  of  said  lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments*  to  each 
sobjects,  adventurers  and  planters*  as  they  should  think  proper." 

You  will  observe  not  only,  that  authority  is  given,  lint  the  chaifpe 
is  expressly  made,  that  the  Plymouth  Council  **  shall  distribute^  as- 
sign, and  set  over,**  to  others,  such  portions  of  the  territory  as  might 
be  deemed  politic  and  proper.  Accordingly,  Massachusetts  was 
carved  out  of  the  Plymouth  patent  in  168fll — The  grant  for  that 
purpose  to  Sir  Henry  Uusawell  and  others,  runs  thus :  "  All  that 
part  of  New  England  in  America  aforesaid,  which  lies  and  extends 
between  a  great  river  there,  commonly  called  Monomack,  alias 
Merrimack,  and  a  certain  other  river  there,  called  Charl^  river, 
being  in  the  bottom  of  a  bay  called  Massachusetts,  alias  Mattachu- 
setts,  alias  Mattattusetta  bay,  and  all  and  singular,  the  lands  and 
hereditaments  whatsoever,  lying  within  the  space  <^  three  Engliah 
miles,  on  the  south  part  of  said  Charles  river,  or  of  any  or  every  part 
thereof;  and  all  and  singular,  the  lands  and  hereditaments  whatsoever, 
lying  and  bemg  vrithin  the  space  of  three  English  miles  to  the  soutb* 
ward  of  the  southemoiost  part  of  the  said  bay;  and  also^  all  thoae 
lands  and  hereditaments  whatsoever,  which  lie'  and  be  within  the 
space  of  three  English  miles  to  the  northward  of  the  satd  river,  called 
Monomack,  alias  Merrimack,  and  to  the  northward  of  any  and  tvery 
part  thereof;  and  all  lands  and  hereditiunents  Avliatsoever,  lying  with- 
in the  litniia  aforesaid,  north  and  south  in  latitude  and  in  breadth,  and 
in  len;j:;th  and  longitude,  of  and  within  all  the  breadth  aforesaid, 
throughout  the  main  lands  there,  from  the  Atlantic  and  western  sea 
and  ocean  on  the  east  part,  to  the  south  sea  on  the  west  part;  and  all 
the  lands,  and  grounds.*'  etc, 

Ring  Charles  oooArmed  this  charter  in  1629.  It  will  attraet 
particular  attention  that  the  words  are  dear,  the  language  eipUcit 
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in  the  description,  that  the  grant  extendis  **  throughMit  IIm  umu 
lauds  from  the  wc^lern  ocean  to  the  souih  sea.** 

Next  in  order  we  come  to  the  Connecticut  charter.  In  1030  the  " 
Earl  of  Warwick^  president  of  tlie  Plymoutli  council,  received  a 
grant  of  a  large  tract  of  land,  which  he  conveyed  to  Ix)rd  Say  and 
Seal,  Lord  Brook  and  others,  after  having  obtciined  the  king's  charter 
of  ooofirmtion.  His  deed  is  daled  March  19,  1631,  and  the  foIloMiu 
ing  is  a  copy  of  the  descriptive  part :  **  All  that  part  of  New  £of- 
kod  io  AoMriea,  which  ilea  aad  eKfteiidB  itaelf  ftov  «  river»  thm 
GiUlod  Namgantett  riw,  the  spaoe  of  katy  leegeee  opoa  a  itraiglit 
line  near  the  ihoie^  toiwanh  the  aoathiieit«  weat  and  fay  mth»  or 
wmL,  as  the  coatt  lieth,  towardt  Yifglntav  aeooiiatiiig  three  Eoglidbi 
miles  to  the  league ;  and  also^  all  and  singular  the  lands  and  here- 
ditaments whatsoever,  lying  and  being  within  the  lands  aforesaid, 
north  and  south  in  latitude  and  breadth,  and  in  length  and  longitude, 
of  and  tril/iin  all  the  breadth  aforesaid,  thioughout  the  main  lands 
there,  from  the  western  ocean  lu  the  south  sea,  and  all  lands  and 
grounds,  place  and  places,  soil,  wood  and  woods,  grounds  and  ha- 
vens, ports,  creeks  and  rivers,  waters,  fishin^^s  and  hereditaments 
whatsoever,  lying  within  (he  said  space,  and  every  part  and  parcel 
fbereof;  aad  also  all  islands  lying  in  America  aforesaid,  in  the  said 
•eas,  or  either  of  them,  on  the  western  or  eailMrn  coasts,  or  parts  of 
the  iaid  tracta  of  lande»  by  theae  presents  neotiooed  to  he  given, 
granted,**  etc 

Again  it  will  he  obcerved  that  the  words  of  description  expresriy 
iaelttde  '*the  main  lands  Iron  the  western  ocean  to  the  south  sea*** 
This  grant  having  been  partially  settled,  an  association,  under  the 

name  of  the  colony  of  Connecticut,  purchased  out  the  right  of  Lord 
Say  and  Sen  I,  L<jrd  Brook,  and  others,  for  16,000  pounds  sterling. 
In  166^,  Af)ril  king  Charles  the  2nd  renewed  and  confirmed  the 
charter,  distinctly  recognizing  the  territory  us  part  and  parcel  of  the 
old  Plymouth  grant,  set  otf  and  allotted  accordin^^  to  national  policy 
and  tho  royal  will.  As  this  is  the  Connecticut  charter  proper,  we 
quote  the  descriptive  words. — ^*  To  the  Governor  and  company  of 
the  English  colony  of  Connecticut,  in  New  England,  in  America," 
with  certain  privileges  and  powers  of  government;  and  ''granted 
aad  confirmed  to  the  said  Governor  and  company,  and  their  socees> 
•ors»  all  that  part  of  our  dominions  in  New  En^and,  in  America, 
bounded  on  the  east  by  Narragansett  river,  oommonly  called  Nar> 
laganeett  bay,  where  the  said  river  fidleth  into  the  sea  \  and  on  the 
norib,by  thelioeof  thellaisnehusettsPlantataon}  and  on  the  sonl^ 
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by  the  sea;  and  in  longitude,  as  ihe  Massachusetts  colony,  running 
fruiii  east  to  west,  that  is  to  aay,  from  the  said  Xai  ragansett  bay, 
on  the  east,  to  the  south  sea,  on  the  west  part,  with  the  isiandj/ 
thereunto  adjo^ni^«^^  together  with  all  firm  land?,  soil?,  jrrotinds, 
havens,  ports,  rivers,  waters,  fisfiings,  mines,  minerals,  precious 
stones,  quarries,  and  all  and  singular  oilier  eominodities,  jurisdictiofis, 
JK^altieSt  privileges,  franchises,  pre-eminences,  and  hereditamentt 
vhalsoeveri  within  the  said  tract,  bounds,  lands,  tnd  ishinds  afore- 
■Bidt  Or  to  thett  or  any  of  them  bdonging:  To  have  and  to  hold  Ihe 
•am  iiiit6  the  wM  Gownor  and  company,  their  suooesaoia  md 
nsignsy  finrever,  upon  trast;  and  for  the  ate  and  henefit  of  them* 
aalves  and  their  ai»oeiateB»  iWemea  of  the  said  eobny,  their  Mn 
and  assigns.*' 

A  third  time  it  will  strike  the  reader,  the  descriptive  words  die^ 
tinclly  mention,  "from  the  said  IVarra^anseii  Ijay  on  the  east,  to 
the  south  sea  on  the  west."  More  parlieularly  is  attention  directed 
to  the  repetition  of  those  words,  because  Mr.  Btooe  quotes  a  some- 
what recent  opiiiioii  ot  Col.  Pickering,  that  in  early  times  the  con- 
tinent was  (probably)  supposed  to  be  oi  comparatively  little  breadth.^ 
In  respect  to  an  opinion  from  authority  so  re^}ectable  we  nMiy  ofe^ 
aerve»  1st.  That  several  of  the  Southern  colonial  chartera  were 
also  bounded  westerly  by  the  aonth  sea.  8nd.  A  boundary  tiaed 
and  repeated  many  tiines»  for  more  than  My  years^  by  a  goTermneal 
so  intelligent  in  maritime  af&irs*  and  consequently  of  the  positiott  of 
the  Oceania  shores,  it  would  be  an  unwarrantable  presmnptkMi  to 
suppose  them  ignorant  of.  M.  That  Col.  Pickering  having 
ed  to  Wyoming,  as  a  Fennsylvenlan,  and  snfilered  violenee  from  the 
Connecticut  settlers,  would  be  little  apt  to  form  an  impartial  opinion 
on  any  point  connected  with  the  dispute.  4th.  And  more  iniportant, 
the  great  extent  of  those  early  grants,  was  niatter  of  profound  policv, 
thereby  to  ap(>ropi  iate  as  much  of  the  continent  as  possible,  a  settle- 
ment on  one  part  of  the  grant  being  claimed  as  possession  of  the 
whole,  by  such  means  strengthening  the  claim  of  England  agaiiMit 
that  of  France,  or  any  other  nation.  It  is  moreover  asserted  by 
Avery,  I  know  not  on  what  aotbority,  that  at  the  time  of  the  Con- 
necticut charter,  the  distance  from  the  Atlantic  ocean  to  the  south 
tea  was  spohen  of  in  public  doenments  as  about  three  thousand  mllon. 

A  grave  question  here  presents  itself.  Why,  on  each  new  graat 
■growing  oat  of  the  Plymouth  Company's  eharter,  did  the  Crown 
renew  the  conveyance,  and  Issue  a  new  charter?  was  it  claimed  or 
admitted  that  the  crown  could  resume  its  grants  at  pleasure  t — Cor«> 
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tahihr  not.  All  the  rights  of  soil  and  property  paised  by  grants 
from  the  proprietors:  hut  thf  powers  of  government  were  considered 
of  a  nature  so  sacred,  that  they  could  only  be  derived  directly  from 
the  king.  It  was  held,  that  lo  aasigs  the  power*  of  govcrmiieat  w«i 
to  relinqotih  Iheok 

opinion  exiMedt  where 
0old»  that  m  deed  from  the  proprietort  was  tufteient*  Wbere  n  iKe# 
eoloiiy,  ynHk  pownn  of  governieiit  ivfte  to  be  eetttWIilled,  n  t^aleeel^ 
was  inade  tb  the  «ffown,  eod  a  new  eharter  gf^ntod,  yet  expreealy 
feoogniting  the  rights  of,  and  eonArmhig  the  oomreyanee  frofn  flMMO 
who  had  derhfed  tide  from  the  old  Tlymath  Company. 

In  the  Connecticut  Charter,  it  will  be  noted  that  no  exception  in 
terms  is  made  of  lands  "  actually  possessed  or  inliabited  by  nnf 
other  rhri«?tifin  power  or  State,"  yet  the  exception  in  the  patent,  of 
old  Plymouth  Charter  was  suppo!?pd  «?ufficicnt,  nnd  held  to  govern  in 
all  grants  growing  out  of  it.  The  descriptive  words  of  the  charter, 
etaU  north  and  west,  are  clear  and  explicit — Narragansett  rhrer  oik 
the  eaf;t ;  on  the  north  by  the  Massachusetts  Plantatioo — a  well 
established  boundary ;  bcino^  the  ending  of  the  4Snd,  and  beghimng 
of  the  ^rd  degree  of  iatitode— on  the  west  the  unOk  ma?  It  win 
be  seen  hereafter  that  good  ose  was  made  by  Eng^nd  in  her  nego^ 
tiations  with  France,  of  these  extensive  charter  boondsries,  as  pres* 
eient  sagacity  contemplated,  when  the  grants  were  <xriginal1y  made. 
How  Ar  south  the  sonthem  line  would  have  mn  if  aeearately  de- 
fined, it  is  not  necessary  here  to  inquire.  A  degree  of  latitude  was 
claimed. — That  these  boundaries  included  Wyoming,  has  never, 
that  we  are  aware  of,  been  controverted.  • 

The  colony  of  Connecticut  then,  claimed  west  of  Delaware  river  •' 
the  forty-second  degree  of  latitude,  west,  until  hounded  by  the 
south  sea.    The  territory  cast  of  the  Delaware  within  that  parallel 
of  latitude  to  the  line  dividing  New  York  and  Connecticut,  being  in  \ 
possession  of  the  Dutch  when  her  charter  was  granted,  was  of  course 
excepted  oat  of  the  grant. 

In  that  part  of  America  claimed  by  England,  three  requisites 
were  demanded  to  render  title  to  lands  periectw— First, — a  grant  or 
charter  limi  the  king;  Secondly^-^  purchase  of  the  soil  from  the 
Indians Thirdly,  possession.  Having  exhibited  the  Connecticut 
claim  by  charter,  we  proceed  briefly  to  examine  their  title  by  pur- 
chase of  the  natives. 

In  17.51  a  Con<iress  of  Delegates,  from  a  number  of  the  British 
colonies  was  called,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Crown,  to  assemble 
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ftl  Albany,  to  hM  ft  oonfiureQce  with  tbe  Sis  Natioiit  of  Indianvr  ^nd 
womdt  ^offiUhMT  of  tbe  genml  welfitfe*  That  PBnnsylyank  wu 
folly  and  ably  represented,  will  be  seen  when  we  state  tliat  her 

delegation  coiisisted  oi  Juliu  Peuu,  Isaac  i^uni;^,  B^ujaima  rraaklia, 
ajid  Kichard  Peters. 

The  preceding  year,  1753,  a  number  of  persons  had  united,  wiih 
a  view  to  purchase  the  Indian  tille,  within  the  charter  limits  of  the 
colony  of  Connecticut,  on  the  waters  of  the  Susquehanna. 

Tiie  fWTf*>^ff-  00  uniting  were  styled  "  The  Connecticut  Susque- 
Imu^  Compaoyy**  and  ooDsistod,  at  first,  of  eight  hundred  and  forty 
per800t»  including  a  large  proportion  of  the  leading  men  of  tbe  colony* 
AfierwaHa  the  oumbor  of  proprietoni  wot  aogmeated  to  twelve  hun- 
dred* It  may  bo  regarded  ai  an  iinoffidat  popular  mot emeot  of  tho 
colony  itiel£^MeaniDg  fairly,  they  proceeded  openly.  Thai  a  time 
•hottld  have  been  aelected  tot  the  negotiation  and  purchaaCt  when  ao 
large  an  assembly  of  delegates  had  convened,  would  seem  to  evince 
consciousness  of  right  and  fairness  of  purpose.  In  error  they  might 
havu  bec[i ;  ignoraiU  or  stupid  they  were  not;  and  yet  to  suppose 
they  selecied  the  time  of  such  a  public  meeting,  to  make  clandestine- 
ly a  fraudulent  Treaty  with  the  Six  Nations  of  Indians,  would  be 
the  imputation  of  unexampled  folly. 

Durinji  tlic  session  of  this  Concrress,  under  ihc  eve  of  the  Pennsvl- 
vania  Delegation,  a  treaty  with  the  Indians,  tlie  acknowledged  pro- 
prietors of  the  territory,  was  executed,  dated  July  11»  1754,  and  m. 
purchase  of  land  made.  **  After  describing  the  grantors,  and  their 
right  and  authority,  as  '  chk&f  sachems  and  heads  of  the  Five  Na* 
tions/  and  the  native  proprietofs  of  the  land,  and  that  the  same  lies 
.within  the  limits  of  the  Royal  Charter  to  Connecticut ;  mentioBing 
the  application  of  the  grantees  being  subjects  of  king  George  the 
Second,  and  inhabitants  of  Connecticut,  and  expressing  the  good 
understanding  which  had  mutually  subsisted  between  tbe  parties, 
their  wish  for  its  continuance,  and  the  benefits  which  would  result 
from  a  settlement  on  the  premises,  the  deed  contains  these  words: — 
*  Now,  thereupon,  for  and  in  consideration  thereof,  and  for  the  fur- 
ther, full  and  ample  consideration  of  the  sum  of  two  thousand  potinds 
of  current  money,  of  the  province  of  New  York,  to  us,  to  our  full 
satisfaction,  before  the  ensealing  hereof,  contented  and  paid,  the 
ireceipt  whereof,  to  our  full  content,  we  do  hereby  acknowled^ ; 
thereupon  do  give,  grant,  bargain,  sell,  convey,  and  confirm  to,'  etc 
(Hero  follow  the  names  of  the  grantees^  etc.)  **  Which  said  given 
and  gntlkted  tract  of  land  is  batted,  boonded  and  described  as  lot- 
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loweth,  viz. — Beginning  from  the  one  <\u<\  fortieth  decree  of  north 
fotitate,  at  ten  miles  distance  east  of  Susquehanna  river,  and  frofn 
tlieiioey  with  a  northerly  line  ten  miles  east  of  the  mer,  to  the  forty 
•econd,  or  beginning  of  the  Ibrtythird  degree  of  north  latitude^  and- 
10  extend  west  two  degreee  of  longitude,  one  hnndred  and  twenty 
milesy  and  from  thence  eooth  to  the  beginnilig  of  the  totj^eeoond 
degree,  end  from  thence  east  to  the  afi»rementioiied  boonde,  whieh  ie 
ten  milee  east  of  the  Aotqnehanna  riWt  together  with  all  and  Ofwy 
the  mines,  etc,  and  all  other  the  hereditaments,  etc^  to  have  and  to 
hold  the  above  granted  and  bargained  firemises,  etc.,  to  them  and  la 
their  heirs  and  assigns  forever,"  etc.  There  are  also  the  usual  covo» 
nanis  of  seisin  aiul  warranty." 

The  deed  was  signed  by  eighteen  chief  sachems  of  the  Six  Nations. 
It  is  slated  that  the  consideration  money  wa??  counted  out  in  the 
Btoof)  of  <'ol.  Lydius.  agent  and  interpreter  for  the  Company,  taken 
by  the  Indians  in  a  blanket,  in  open  day,  into  an  orchard,  and  there 
divided  among  them.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Heckewelder  states,  that  one 
principal  reason  given  by  the  Christian  Indians,  at  Wyalusing,  for 
wishing  to  remove  to  the  Ohio  was,  that  the  Six  Nations  had  sold 
the  lands  they  resided  on,  to  the  New  England  people.  The  Rev. 
Samuel  Kirkland,  a  missionary  to  the  Six  Nations,  in  an  affidavit 
taken  on  the  subject,  some  years  after;  ''deposetli,  that  sooii  after 
he  eame  to  reside  among  the  five  confederate  nalioBs  of  Indiaas, 
which  was  in  17<I5,  an  Indian  chief  with  whom  he  resided  near  two 
years  in  the  Seneca  country,  told  him  that  the  Five  Nations  (or  Six 
Nations  as  they  were  then  Htyled,)  had  sold  a  large  tract  of  land  on 
the  Susf^uehanna,  or  Wyoming,  to  the  New  England  people,  and  had 
received  a  large  sum  of  mtncy  for  it;  and  that  one  T.ydius,  of 
Alban\,  was  concerned  in  the  purchase,  as  interpreter  or  principal 
agent.  This  information^  with  many  other  transactions  of  a  similar 
nature,  the  said  deponent  reeelfed  from  the  Indians,  at  their  owa 
voluntary  motion,  while  they  were  giving  him  an  historical  aoeomt 
ef  their  country,  and  various  negotiations  of  the  white  people^  Hie 
same  account  of  the  Susquehanna  purchase,  and  others  similar  to  it^ 
the  deponent  has  frequently  heard  related  by  different  Indians  of  the 
Five  Nations,  baving  resided  in  their  territory  for  near  thirty  years, 
and  scarce  ever  absent  from  them  more  than  three  months  at  a  time, 
during  that  term ;  and  never,  to  his  remembrance,  heard  any  of  tlw 
said  Indians  complain  of  said  purchase.** 

Snbsequentiy  to  the  Susquehanna  Cornpauy's  purchase:  a  second 
assocmtioo  of  persons  took  place  in  Conneeticttt,  styled    The  Dsla^ 
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ware  Company,"  who  bjugiit  wuli  less  forraality,  the  Indian  tid^ 
ik-oin  ct^rtain  e  hieis,  of  all  l!ie  land,  bounded  east  by  Dclawiire  river, 
"within  tiie  forty-second  de^^n^e  of  lalitadc,  west  to  the  Um  of  tbe 
^usquehaiiQa  purchase,  to  wit,  ten  miles  east  of  that  river. 

10  May,  n66i»  %  conunitiee  of  it»  8«isquehaiu>a  Compaoy,  coo* 
mi\n§  of  Phttieas  Lyman  tnd  otheiSf  palitioDed  the  Asseoibj^  o£ 
Conoecticttl*  Mitiiig  Ikmr  purchase  aforesaid  of  th»  ludMOi^  wid 
IMyMg  Ida  «o<|iiicmiiod  of  the  AiNiiiMy»  Mi  ^ir  emamai  fbr  aa 
•pptioitm  to  hui  Mftjeityi  to  erect  tben  iaio  m  ne^  colooy  or  pka* 
tttioo.  WheroMpoo  it  wea,  anong  other  leeo&ved  fay  tbo 

AwMmMy,  thett  *  Iley  aoeoftfceg/y  kerti^  wmnifegt  Ukkr  reotfy 
etcenee  therein^**  etc.   During  the  same  year,  the  Company  sent  ew* 
veyors  to  begin  ilie  layiri<z  out  of  the  land;  but  the  war  wUh  the 
Frefich  prevented  any  actual  settlements.** 

Two  of  the  three  requisites  for  the  acquisition  of  a  perfect  utle, 
havmg,  as  alleged,  been  obtained,  namely,  tlie  Charter  Rif:hl  and 
Indian  Tiile,  the  Proprietor:!  jiej^t  proceeded  to  edd  th»  third*  ^y 
tfUklog  possession  of  the  soil. 

So  early  es  1757,  a  settlemeot  was  oomoieiiced  fay  the  Delaware 
Con^Mny  at  Coshutunk,  to  establish  m  oolony  on  the  Delaware 
rifOTt  whieh  flgwiifaed  inr  reYeril  yeere»  beviBg  in  1769,  thirty 
dveHiag  faoowe»  a  hlooh-hoose  for  defoiiee,  with  a  griat^mill  and 
aawmill.  A  pnwwm  attaotpt  to  ^tablnh  a  eotony,  nade  fay  peepid 
of  Gonaeeticiity  n  1670^  at  the  Mkuieiake,  wae  ahnoit  hnmMiiately 
abandoned,  the  Indian  tftb  not  havmg  been  extiagaiibed }  and  tl^e 
fact  is  thought  worthy  of  preservation,  chiefly  as  it  proves  the 
opinion,  then  existing,  that  tlic  Charier,  passing  over  New  York» 
vas  in  full  fufce  west  of  that  province. 

We  have,  before,  recorded  the  attempted  settlement  in  1762,  at 
Wyomine-,  and  iTie  massacre  tiie  year  following.  In  1769,  the  set- 
tlement was  renewed*  and  with  various  interruptions*  rendered  per- 

The  adverse  claim  of  Pennsylvania  we  shall  endeavonr  to  set  fortb 
with  ei|ual  preeisioo  and  lairness.  To  do  so,  we  copy  "  The  State- 
flMttt  aiid  Bepresentation*  of  Mcsars.  Bradford^  Reed,  Wtieoo»  ami 
Saigeant,  agentSt  od  the  part  of  the  8iate»  at  the  Tkanton  trial. 

^  To  the  Honorable  the  Commwsbners  and  Judges,  appointed  to 
hear  and  finally  delenmne  the  controversy  snbsisting  between  the 
8late  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  State  of  Conneetiottt  The  Agents  of 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania  beg  leave,  humbly,  to  state  and  represent 
in  behalf  of  the  said  State, 
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"  Ist.  That  king  Charles  the  Second,  then  king  of  Great  Britain, 
on  the  4th  day  of  March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  1081,  by  his  let- 
ters patent,  dated  on  the  same  day  and  year  Fifurosaui,  did  grant  to 
William  Peon,  tho  first  proprietary  and  governor  of  Peonsylvania, 
kit  beirs  and  iimignB^  *aU  that  tract  or  part  of  iaad  iu  Americaf  with 
the  isbodi  thereio  oontained*  at  tfaa  samie  is  bounded  on  the  east 
Delaware  river*  from  twelve  miles  distance  nortlivv^i  of  Newcastle 
lown*  UBtQ  tha  three  and  fi>rtietfa  degree  of  sorthem  latitvdei  if  the 
said  river  doth  eitead  eo  fiir  northward;  but  if  the  aaid  river  shall 
BoC  extend  so  lar  iuirthward»  then  by  the  said  river  so  fiur  as  it  doth 
extend*  and  from  the  h^d  of  the  said  river  the  eastern  bounds'  m 
to  be  determined  by  a  meridian  line  to  be  drawn  from  the  heod  of 
the  said  river  unto  the  said  forty-third  degree;  the  said  land  to 
extend  westward  five  degrees  in  longitude,  to  be  computed  irom  tlie 
said  eastern  bounds ;  and  the  said  lands  to  be  bounded  on  the  north 
by  the  beginning  of  the  three  and  fortieth  degree  of  norlhui  n  lati- 
tude, and  on  the  soutli  by  a  circle  drawn  at  twelve  miles  fii-^tance 
from  Newcastle,  northward  and  westward  unto  the  beginning  of  thf 
Ibrtieth  degree  of  northern  latitude^  a|id  then  by  a  straight  line  west- 
mrd  to  the  limits  of  longitude  above  msntioned.'  By  which  letters 
I>atent  the  jurisdiction  and  right  of  gofernment  within  the  limiia 
tibmaid,  and  also  the  right  of  soil  were  conveyed*  and  |U|der  which 
FooDiylvanin  hath  been  held,  s^tled  and  possessed. 

Sd.  That  the  said  William  Fenn,  and  the  sueoeeding  proprietap 
nes  of  Pennsylvania*  at  difoent  periods,  purchaMd  from  the  native 
Indians  their  right  of  soil  within  different  districts  of  the  limits- 
aforesaid,  and  received  deeds  of  tlicrn  for  the  same,  and  particularly 
on  the  25th  day  of  October,  in  tlie  year  of  our  Ixird,  1786,  the  said  In 
dians  conveyeti  to  Thomas  Penn  an(i  Richard  Penn,  the  then  proprie- 
taries of  Pennsylvania,  the  full  and  absolute  right  of  pre-emption  of, 
and  in  all  the  lands  not  before  sold  by  them  to  the  said  proprieta- 
ries, within  the  limits  aforesaid. 

8d.  That  the  southern  bounds  of  Pennsylvania,  so  far  as  the  same 
adjoins  on  Maryland,  have  been  long  simse  settled ;  and  the  same,  so 
Ihr  as  the  State  adjoins  upon  Virginia,  nave  also  been  settled  by  a 
line,  called  Mason  and  Dixoo*s  line,  continued  to  the  end  of  five 
degrees  of  longitude  from  the  river  Delaware;  that  the  northern 
bounds  hive  always  been  deemed  to  extend  to  the  end  of  the  Ibrty- 
•econd  degree,  where  the  figures  43  are  marked  on  the  map,  the 
river  Delaware  being  found  to  extend  so  far  north. and  farther;  that 
the  said  river,  pursuing  the  cast  or  main  brancii  thereof  above  the 
forks  at  £aston,  h^th  ever  beea  deemed  to  be  one  bo^IMl^^y  of  P^m^ 
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sylTania,  from  twelve  miles  nbove  Newrastle,  on  the  mid  river,  to 
the  said  end  of  the  forty-second  dei^ree,  and  that  a  straight  linr,  from 
thenrc  to  the  place  where  the  same  shall  intersect  another  straight 
line,  drawn  from  the  end  of  the  said  southern  line  of  t>ouodary  of 
Pennsylvania,  commonly  called  Mason  and  Dixon's  line,  continoed 
to  the  extent  of  five  degrees?  of  longitude  from  the  rifer  DelBware»  is 
toother  boundary  of  the  said  State  of  Pennsyl? ania. 

■*4th.  That  the  late  prorince  of  Peniisylvairia«  on  the  4th  day  of 
July,  10  the  year  of  our  Lord*  1776,  did  join  with  the  other  twdve 
late  pnmoeea,  now  States,  in  the  declaration  of  independence*  and 
soon  after  established  a  Constitntion  and  Government,  fbnoded  oo 
the  authority  of  the  people,  which  they  conttnoe  still  to  exercise  and 
enjoy;  and  they  did  also  join  in  the  Articles  of  Confederation  of  the 
United  Slates;  and  that  being  so  independent  and  sovereign,  on  the 
27th  day  ol  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  1779,  they  did  by 
an  act  of  their  Legislature,  consisting  of  the  representatives  of  the 
freemen  of  the  said  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvariin,  in  General 
Assembly  met,  duly  made  and  passed  according  to  the  directions  of 
their  frame  of  government,  vest  the  right  of  soil  and  estate  of  the 
late  proprietaries  of  Pennsylvania  in  the  said  Commonwealth  ;  and 
that  by  mmns  thereof,  end  cf  the  several  matters  and  things  herein 
before  set  forth,  the  said  Commonwealth,  or  State  of  Fennsylvanioy 
is  entitled  to  the  right  of  Jurisdiction,  and  right  of  soil,  within  all  the 
limits  aforesaid*'* 

The  charter  of  Pennsylvania,  was,  therefore,  in  1681,  mneteea 
years  after  that  to  Conneetieut.  It  would  hence  appear,  that  both 
cover  the  conlrovert-jd  territory. 

The  Pennsylvania  Agents  do  not  set  forth  a  conveyance  of  the 
land  from  the  Natives ;  but  a  deed  of  pre-emption,  or  the  promise  to 
convey  at  some  ftiture  time. 

No  settle[]ieju  or  possesoion  is  alleged. 

From  this  fair  and  candid  statement  of  the  facts  in  the  case,  we- 
infer,  confidently,  and  claim  for  Connecticut,  and  tlie  early  settlers, 
this  verdict : — ^That,  withoul  deciding  the  nice  question  of  absolute 
right,  the  reasons  of  the  case  were  [ao  strong  in  favour  of  Connect!- 
cut,  that  intelligent  and  honorable  men  may  have  regarded  her  title 
so  far  just — ^that  the  Susquehanna  and  Delaware  Companies,  and  the 
settlers  under  them,  may  have  felt  warranted  in  taking  possession 
of^he  lands,  and  defending  them  by  all  fair  and  lawful  means,  until 
legally  dispossessed  by  a  solemn  judicial  decision. 

So  much  for  the  outlirif  .  In  our  next  we  shall  proceed  to  more 
minute,  but  we  trust,  not  unioteresting  particulars. 
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A  oiMtdiUibd  HewoftlM  coalMvmqr— ObjectioMte  tb*  CofmeeUent  Claim  hj  Cliancr— 
Intertamiif  ietthmeoli  of  the  Dutch— Dividing  line  between  Vevr  York  and  Cnnnecd* 

'  eut— Letter  of  King  Chtrles— Final  adjustment  of  that  line,  and  pUosible  inft-rpnre — 
Gov.  Penn— Pratt  C British  Attorney  Genpral'*)  opinion — Co!  Dyer  cent  to  Enrjlnnd — 
Counter  o[Niuona  of  WedUerhurne,  Thurlow,  Jackson  and  Dumiing — Powerful arguaioat 
of  a  known,  Imt  namelew  Ainefican — Rev.  Dr.  Smiih — TencU  Coxe  Eaq. 

In  %ht  fMreoedlng  letter  we  hm  endeamed  to  praent  m  brief  bvl 
deer  e&hibit  of  the  tides  reipeeti^ly  of  Psomylvenia  and  Cooeectl- 
e«ti  Tlieeortory  reader,  teelutgeDHiieineiit  and  fto 

may  deem  such  general  view  eaffieient.  Bat  as  almoit  every  inta*' 

resting  event  m  the  histor)  of  Wyoming,  had  its  origin  in  these  con- 
flicting claims,  it  seems  fit tinsr  that  a  more  full  and  detailed  statement 
should  be  made  of  them,  than  has  been  attempted  by  any  recent 
historian. 

For  half  a  ceotnry  tbe  aabject  occupied  no  inconsiderable  share 
of  public  attention ;  engaged  the  pens  of  many  a  ready  writer,  and 
enlitted  en  one  side^  or  the  ollier»  both  in  England  and  Ameraca,  tbn 
beet  talent  and  the  ablest  eonnsel  that  a  po|Mlar  eentiwei»y»  eoip 
braeing  inillicns  in  Talaey  or  liberal  retaining  free  eoald  onnwnandi 
Every  weapen  of  party  warfare  was  enploTed  with  m1*  Tbe 
newspeper  paragraph,  tbe  eloquent  debate,  tbe  Legisktive  protest, 
elaborate  essays,  and  numerous  pamphlets  now  before  me,  show  the 
interest  and  ability  which  the  contest  awakened.  If  the  matter  itself 
be  regarded  as  dry  and  forbidding,  we  can  promise  some  relief  from 
enlivening  incident,  more  from  studied  brevity,  and  most  from  the 
assurance  that  this  and  the  succeeding  Letter,  are  indispensable  to 
a  just  comprehension  of  the  subject. 

Shaking  then  from  these  multitudinons  pnperSi  the  venerable  dust 
with  which  antiqnity  bed  shronded  thaoiy  we  preoeed  with  ebenM 
lonnrtasK. 
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It  was  objected:  Ist.  That  the  Crown  must  have  been  deceived, 
and  the  Connecticut  Charter  could  never  have  been  intended  w 
cover  so  vast  an  extent  of  territorv  as  was  clciimed  under  it. 

In  reply  it  was  said — that  it  embraced  oo  more  thao  the  Charter 
I  of  MasMchusettt :  That  thoM  grants  were,  for  state  reasons,  piw- 
1  posely  extensive.   That  being  made  to  a  notnerous  company,  it  was 
'  less  comparatively  than  that  to  Mr.  Penn,  an  individttaL  That  the 
Colonial  Congress  at  Albany,  in  1754,.  acting  in  reference  to  coi^ 
flicting  English  and  Fpenoh  clains,  nuide  a  report  containiiig  this 
express  reoognition^  viz :  The  ancient  colonies  of  the  Massachusetts 
Bay  and  Connecticut,  were  by  their  respective  charters  made  to  ex- 
tend to  the  south  sea,"  which  was  transmitted  by  Messrs.  Pcnn. 
Peters,  Norris  and  Franklin,  to  liie  Government  in  Philadelphia,  and 
entered  on  the  records. 

It  was  objected— 2d.  That  in  establishing  the  county  of  Litchfield, 
the  act  declares  it  located  in  the  north-west  corner  of  the  colony ; 
acknowledging,  therefore,  that  the  charter  extended  no  farther  west; 
or  that,  if  before  the  charter  had  greater  limits,  this  was  a  wavsf 
of  all  claim  beyond  the  bonmis  assigned  to  LttehiekU 

In  aHwer  it  was  said :  That  the  idinqaishoMot  of  so  ioqiortaal 
an  intemi  oodd  not,  by  any  iainiess*  be  pndioated  i;^kni  on  e» 
pMsioQ,  so  maaitsstly  ia  relation  to  the  great  questioa  of  chartst 
boonds,  inoonsfalertle  and  inapplicable.  That  if  a  farmer  had  s 
plantation  half  &  mile  wide,  east  and  west,  and  two  miles  long,  north 
and  south — 100  acres  on  one  end  in  cultivated  fields — the  rest  a 
wilderness — were  he,  in  a  lease,  to  speak  of  the  most  distant  cleared 
field  adjoining  the  forest,  as  the  outer  limits  of  his  farm,  no  one 
would  assume  it  as  an  abandonment  of  what  lay  beyond,  being  fsw 
ifths  of  his  whole  estate.  The  construction  would  be  forced  aai 
ttBBatvraL  Aad  indeed  it  was  maintained  that  the  absurdity  sf 
iacfa  plea  was  evideooa  that  no  snfikieatiy  valid  ohisclnii  axisted,  at 
eaa  m  prepestmns  woald  aot  he  orgad 

ad*  A  far  waam  grave  and  weighty  objeotioa  next  preseats  iiisif 
iM*  eonshlaiation ;  which  was  carried  up  before  the  king  in  cxmndlf 
and  engaged  the  first  talents  on  the  'stage  of  action  at  that  period, 
distiuguished  for  eminent  legal  abibties.  Piatt,  aflerwards  Earl 
Camden;  Wedderburne,  afterwards  Lord  Loughborough,  Thurlou^ 
Dunning  and  Jackson,  gave  opinion*?  upon  the  point. 

The  early  settlements  upon  Uudson  river  by  the  Dutch  from  New 
York  to  Albany,  are  presumed  to  be  huniliar  to  the  reader.  On  the 
weatt  the  claims  of  the  Duteh  were  clearly  defiasd,  the  Delawm 
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river  bein^  the  boundary;  but  east  and  north,  their  limiu  were  ex- 
tremely indefinite.  Hence  tbe  most  spirited  contests  arose  between 
than  aod  tbe  adiMing  colooy  of  ConaeoticMW  ia  respect  to  the 
^miioo  lioe  between  tbe  two  Provinces.  Irving,  in  the  delightful 
inflrt  oC  lilt  Knickerborlnr.  has  Ibund  m  UmI  4itpQle  imtertaii  for 
■wflo  tfavi  <m  of  kii  inoil  plpwiiig  chapleiii.  For  »  tine  civil  war 
mgtdy  tUft  P«leli  picitii^  tb^  «a«tm  bouwiary  towarda  Goonecti^ 
flm^  ta  wUob  Ihity  etainoisds  tlw  PM!pl»  of  that  eolooy,  with  a 
Msl  aad  parliMcilsr  in  way  iaferior>  argiag  tbeir  liniti  west 
towards  tlie  Hudson.  At  length,  in  1650,  "  Articles  of  agreement 
were  made  and  concliided  at  Hartford,  on  Connecticut  river,  be* 
twixt  the  dek'i^ates  of  the  honored  cointnissioners  of  the  United 
Colonies  (of  Hartford  and  New  Haven,)  and  the  delegates  of  Peter 
Stuyvesant,  Governor  of  tbe  New  Natiieriaada We  <|ttote  ao  muck 
M  ii  gennain  to  tbe  matter  in  hand. 

"Concerning  the  bounds  and  limit?  betwixt  the  Ei^lkh  United 
Colonies,  end  tbn  Dmob  ppo?iaon  of  New  JMberlaadi^  wa  agree  aa 

''The  bomida  «poo  tbe  Mto  to  ^egin  at  the  waat  aide  nf  Green^ 
wiab  Bayt  beieg  %bont-  foof  «ilei  {ban  Stanlordt  aad  ae  lo  mn  a 
Mrtherly  line,  twenty  lailee  up  into  the  eowitry^  and  after  aa  il 

shall  be  agreed  by  tbe  two  governments,  of  the  Dutch  and  New 
ilaven,  provided  the  said  line  come  rjot  within  ten  miles  of  Hudson's 
river.  And  it  is  agreed  that  the  Dutch  shall  not,  at  auy  tiuie  here- 
after, build  any  house  or  habitation  within  six  miles  of  said  line.  The 
inhabitants  of  Greenwich  to  remain,  (till  further  coosideratioa  thereof 
be  had,)  under  the  govenunent  of  the  Datch.** 

This  was  the  first  anaoable  e*ay  towarda  a  aeltlement  of  the 
diepoted  line.  This  agmnentt*'  eaye  aa  eUe  wrilMv  whuafl  voik 
me  firinled  Marly  fifty  yeata  agn^  *  doea  im  appaar  to  have  faeaa 

eaededt  aew  coaplaita  maa  nude,  and  aair  elaine  edfaaoed> 

la  ihitatate  maliera  eonthMed  fill  tin  ebartcr  of  1669,  whieh  com- 
prehended both  the  New  Haven  and  Connecticut  Plantations,  and 
until  the  conquest  of  the  Dutch  in  1664.  Their  territory,  with  all 
its  appendages,  liad  been  transferred  to  the  Duke  of  York,  by  a 
royal  patent  or  charter,  dated  March  12th,  1664.  On  the  26th  day 
of  April,  a  commission  had  been  given  to  Col.  Riobard  Kiehols,  to 
dispossess  the  Dutch,  and  pat  the  Doha  k  posaBBMoa^  mbicb  the 
Oekmel  neeenipliihad  in  Augoali  wbeieapaa  it  bacaMe  necessary  ia 
Mlila  iba  eMpt  eC  tbe  Datcli  pliatili— i  €aHwaid»  aad  Iheaaby  la 
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ascertain  the  divisionary  bounds  of  the  Duke's  patent,  and  the  patent 
of  Connecticut.  Fcht  the  last  meotioned  being  the  earliest,  the  other 
could  not  efiectOAlljr  convey  any  part  of  what  waa  before  conveyed 
firom  the  crown.  Though  the  Duke'i  charter  contained  withiD  ka 
premiM»  all  the  land  between  Cooneetiettt  nww  and  4lie  Ddawara, 
yet  the  colony  contended  that  a  part  of  the  land  thot  granted  to 
him,  was  theirs  by  their  older  charter.  Bat  how  moch  of  it  was 
▼ested  in  them,  so  as  not  to  pass  to  him,  or,  in  other  wovds,  wiiera  Iha 
division  line  ought  to  be,  was  still  an  unsettled  question,  the  lor* 
mer  settlement  not  beincj  satisfactory  or  conclusive-  Here  was  a 
direct  interference  between  the  Dutch  claim,  to  which  the  Dake 
had  now  sucrecdrfl,  and  that  of  the  colony.  Each  party  insisted 
on  Long  Island,  aiul  the  tract  between  CoDoecticut  river  and  a  line 
a  few  miles  east  of  Hudson's  river. 

As  the  colony  of  Connecticut  had  now  a  prince  of  the  blood 
royal,  and  the  presomptive  heir  of  the  crown,  to  contend  with, 
it  became  a  serious  object  with  them,  to  obtain  as  eariy  and  as 
favorable  an  adjastment  of  the  line  as  possible.  Commissioners  bad 
Come  over  with  extensive  powers  to  adjust  dispvted  questions,  at 
issue  between  the  colonies.  New  Torfc  was  now  the  property  of  the 
king's  brother,  who  was  anxious  he  should  hold  it  in  peace,  and 
especially  that  all  contests  should  cease  in  respect  to  the  boundnry 
claimed  by  bim.  King  Charles  by  his  commissioners,  transmitted  a 
letter  to  the  Connecticut  colony,  full  of  gracious  expressions.  As  it 
is  not  long,  we  will  give  the  letter  entire  >— 

**  Charles  R. 

Trusty  and  well  beloved,  we  greet  you  well^  having  accofdiBg 
to  the  resohitm  we  decbred  to  Mr.  John  Winthrop,  at  the  tins 
when  we  renewed  your  charier,  now  sent  these  persons  of  kaowB 
abilitiasaiid  afieolioii  to  os,  that  is  to  aay,  CoK  Richard  Niefaola^tet 
evr  conoMoMm,  to  Tisil  these  oar  several  coionies  stnd  plantatioM 
in  New  Engknd,  to  the  end  that  we  may  be  the  better  inlbined  ef 
the  state  and  welfiire  of  our  ^ood  subjects,  whose  prosperity  is  very 
dear  to  us.  We  can  make  no  question  hut  that  they  shall  find  that 
reception  from  you,  which  may  testily  your  respect  to  us,  from  whom 
they  are  sent  for  your  good.  We  need  not  tell  you  how  careful  tee 
are  of  your  liberties  and  privjle^es,  whether  ecclesiatticid  or  dvU, 
which  we  wiU  mi  suffer  to  be  violated  in  the  least  degree  ;  and  that 
they  may  not  be  ia  the  prineipal  business  of  our  said  commission* 
ars,  aa  Ukawisa  In  take  oara  thai  tha  boanda  and  jmdietioii  of 
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our  several  colooies  there,  may  be  clearly  agreed  upon ;  that  every 
one  may  ciijoy  what  of  right  bi  longeth  unto  them,  without  strife  or 
contention  i  and  especiully  that  the  natives  of  that  country,  who 
are  willing  to  live  [>eaceably  and  neighbourly  with  our  English  sub- 
jects, may  receive  such  justice  and  civil  treatmeot  from  them,  as  may 
make  them  the  more  m  love  with  their  leligion  aod  manoers ;  so^  not 
doubting  of  your  full  ooam>liMioe  and  submission  to  our  desire,  we 
bid  yott  DupeweU.  Given  al  cut,  eoiirtf  at  WhitehaU»  the  8dd  day  of 
April,  1664»  is  the  16th  year  ef  our  leign.  By  his  Majesty's  eommand* 

The  colony  of  Connecticut,  more  than  ever  desirous  to  have  the 
disputed  ime  linalJy  settled,  immediately,  that  is,  Oct.  13,  1664,  ap- 
pointed a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Allen,  Mr.  Gould,  Mr.  Rich- 
ards, and  Mr.  Winthrop,  to  repair  to  New  York,  to  bear  the  con- 
gratulations of  the  colony  to  the  Royal  commissioners;  for  the  period 
was  emioeatly  distinguished  by  ceremonial  politeness ;  and  the  com- 
mittee were  expressly  authorized,  if  pQssible«  io  tmie  the  boundM  be* 
iween  the  Duke*$  patent  and  omn/* 

A  second  adjustmeDt  of  bouodary  |p»w  out  of  this  mission.  Long 
lelaod  was  adjudged  to  New  York*  aiid  the  contested  line  was  eatab- 
liahadlhiM. 

**  ileleraitealm  ef  his  Majesty's  commistkmers,  respecting  the  haun' 
diaries  of  Hie  Royal  Highness  the  2hhe  of  York's  patent,  and  the 
colony  of  Connecticut. 

"  By  virtue  of  his  Majesty's  commission,  we  have  heard  tlie  diSsr* 
enccs  about  the  bounds  of  the  patents  granted  to  bis  Royal  HigfanesSi 
the  Duke  of  York'  aod  his  Majesty's  ookmy  of  CoBiisotiout ;  aad« 
havii^  deliberately  considered  all  the  reasoM  alleged  by  Mr*  Alien, 
Secretaiyt  Mr.  Gould,  Mr.  Riehardsi  and  C^pt  Wiathro|i^  eppeinled 
by  the  assembly  held  at  Hartfiard.  the  lath  day  of  Oolofaer,  to 
aceoespaay  John  Winthrop,  Esq.,  Governor  of  his  Majesty's  ooiony 
of  CoDneelioot,  to  Hew  York,  and  by  Mr.  Howell  and  Capt.  Young, 
of  I^N^  Island,  why  the  said  Long  Island  should  be  under  the  go- 
vernment ut  CoiHieelicut,  which  are  loo  long  here  to  be  recited;  We 
do  declare  and  order,  that  the  southern  bouads  of  ids  Majesty's  colony 
of  Connecticut  is  the  sea ;  and  that  Long  Island  is  to  be  under  the 
government  of  his  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  York;  as  is  expressed 
by  plain  words  ia  th^  said  patents  respectively.  And  also  by  virtue 
of  1^  Majesty's  oomniiBsioni  and  by  the  consent  of  both  the  Goteraof 
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and  the  iTcntlemcT}  above  named,  we  also  order  and  declare,  that  the 
creek,  or  river,  rn^hd  Mamaroncrk,  which  i§  reputed  to  Ixj  about 
twelve  miies  to  the  cii'^t.  ot  West  Chester,  and  a  line  drawn  frorn  the 
east  poistp  or  side,  where  the  fresh  water  fails  into  the  salt,  at  higli 
water  mark,  north-northwest  to  tbe  lh»  of  Matsachasetts,  be  4km 
fMHam  btmnd$  of  the  said  colony  tf  CownMnvA  s  maA  tiw  pUmtatKm 
lyiflqg  weslmiVl  of  tliat  creek,  and  line  ao  4rawti,  lo  be  oadM*  hk 
Royal  Highneis's  gorernnient?  and  all  pfonMion  lying  eantnwd  «f 
that  creek  and  Kne,  to  be  nnder  tbe  goveMnent  of  Cemafetieot 

Gffen  nnder  oar  handa  at  Fort  Jameit  in  New  York,  on  Bfanlmt* 
tan*8  Island,  this  90th  day  of  November,  1664. 

RioiiA&n  Nichols,"  eta. 

Tbe  assent  of  the  agenta  was  expressed  as  follows,  Tia: 
''We,  iipdarwritten,  on  behalf  of  tbe  colony  of  Conneeticnt,  bmTte 
assented  unto  tbis  determination  of  bis  Majesty's  commisskaera,  in 

relation  to  the  bounds  and  limits  of  his  Royal  Highness,  tbe  Duke's 
patent  and  the  paleai  of  CooaecticuL 

JOKK  WufTHKOF,  elC 

November  30, 

¥he  plantation  of  New  Barah  tbongb  inehided  m  tbe  ebarler  tn 

Connecticut,  had  nerertheless  muntained  their  own  separate  govern* 
roent,  and  refused  to  join  with  the  other  colony,  until  after  this  de- 
termination of  his  Majesty's  commissioners;  so  that  they  were  not 
as  yet  parties  to  the  settlement.  After  much  correspondence  and 
negotiation,  however,  they  concluded  to  unite  under  the  chnrter;  and 
accordingly,  on  the  5th  of  January,  1665,  communicated  their  final 
acquiesoenee,  in  a  fetter,  in  wbacb  (among  other  things  not  dtreetif 
perfinettt  to  this  point,)  they  say,  We  now  signify,  that  having  sees 
the  copy  of  his  Majealy'a  oommlsskmers*  determtoatioii,  {iedHmg  lie 
htmnd9  helmsti  Ms  Milfimm  tin  JMw  sf  IM,  oimI  CanntOkmi 
€hmiier^  we  do  declare  submiasiott  tberenntew** 

Soercely  had  tbe  lines  been  settled,  when  tbe  missitadea  ef  war 
again  threw  the  colony  of  New  York  into  tbe  hands  of  the  Dutch, 
which  they  retained  until  1674,  when,  by  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  it 
was  finally  restored  to  the  British  Crown.  A  new  charter,  with 
precisely  the  former  houndnrTe«»,  was  forthwith  issued  to  the  Duke  of 
York,  and  the  ancient  dispute  with  Connecticut  revived. 

Col.  Dungan  having  been  appointed  Govenior  of  New  York,  Con« 
nectlcat,  in  1666,  appointed  corawisakwera  to  repair  to  that  place, 
to  bear  tbe  coagratnlntMms  of  the  eeleny  mt  bia  arrival,  and  to  wijfult. 
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if  prarticaWe,  for  the  third  time,  the  contested  boundary.  Accord- 
ingly, the  Governor,  Major  Goulf],  Cnpt.  Aliyn,  and  Mr.  Wm.  Pit- 
kin, were  designated,  and  set  forth  on  their  mission.  A  new  line 
wfts  fixed  upon,  which  ooostitntes  the  praeiit  limits  between  Coa- 
ucctical  and  New  York. 

The  fHKde  ef  this  Idng  contest  is  so  far  detaBed^  and  regntled  im- 
portant In  i«latleii  to  the  Wyoming  History,  beeatise  h  is  asserted  to 
luLvt  been  a  reHnquislinient  on  the  part  of  Connecticut  of  all  claim 
most  oTNew  York.  It  was  dedarod,  thst  the  line  filed  upon  ^'sftidl 
l)e  the  vjestem  hounds  of  the  said  colony  of  €hnnecHcut,  and  the  plan- 
tations lyin^  westward  of  that  creek,  and  line  so  drawn,  to  bii  urxicr 
his  Royal  Jlii^hness's  jjovcrnmcnt ;  and  all  plaritaiions  eastward  of 
that  creek  and  line,  to  be  under  t!ic  government  of  CoTinrrtirut."  It 
is  said  these  expressions  are  clear  and  unequivocal,  and  whatever 
rights  Connecticut  might  have  previously  had  to  the  Susquehanna 
lands,  that  deelaration  Iras  a  Waver,  or  reHnquishinent  of  them,  for 
war. 

Governor  Penn  sets  fbrth  tins  view  of  the  case  wt^  marked  em* 
piMMisi*  **The  uneertainty,''  says  he,  ''in  the  bonndi  and  extent  of 
tfio  Comectiettt  Charter,  as  wdl  as  of  other  of  the  New  England 
grants,  oeessioned  a  Royal  commission  to  issoe,  so  «ar]y  a^  wHMn 

two  years  aHer  the  date  of  that  charter,  for  the  declared  purpose  of 
sottlinij;  the  bounds  and  limits  of  their  several  cliarters  and  jurisdic- 
tions; in  consequence  of  which,  a  north-northwest  line,  drawn  from 
Mamaroneck  river  to  the  line  of  Massachu<?ott?!i,  was  declared,  and 
expressly  fixed  and  established  to  be  the  western  bounds  of  the  colony 
of  Connecticut,  which  boundary  was  then  solemnly  assented  to, 
ratified  and  oonfinned,  by  the  Chivemor  and  Commiasioners  of  the 
oolony.^ 

Still  ssere  foil,  authoritative  and  empliatie,  was  the  opinion  of  ih6 
Attorney  General  of  the  Crown,  Mr.  Pratt,  given  in  1T61,  in  answer 
lo  the  fi)tlowing  query  by  the  Pftiprietary  Grovemment,  to  witt 
••Whether  the  people  of  Connecticut  have  any  colour  or  pretence 
under  their  charter  to  set  up  this  rigrht  to  this  tract  of  land  west- 
ward of  New  Jersey  throiiHrh  Pennsylvania,  as  far  as  the  south  sea  ; 
and  what  is  most  adv!sal)lc  for  the  proprietaries  lo  do  in  case  the 
Government  of  Connecticut  persist  in  their  claim? 

**If  all  the  colonies  in  North  America,"  says  Mr.  Pratt  were  to 
remain  at  this  day  bounded  in  point  of  right  as  they  are  described 
in  the  original  grant  of  each,  I  do  not  helteve  there  is  one  settlement 
in  that  part  of  the  globe  that  has  not  been  encroached  upon»  or  else 
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vinrped  upon  iU  aeqiMm^  tNnwliw 
the  only  rale  between  ttie  oonlending  piaotatioiiiy  them  oe? er  would 
be  an  end  to  the  dispute,  without  unsettling  large  tracta  of  land 

where  ihe  Lahabilants  have  no  better  title  to  produce  than  either 
possession  or  posterior  grants,  which  in  point  of  law  would  be  sus- 
pended by  prior  charters.  Hence  I  conceive  that  nnany  other  cir- 
cumstances must  be  taken  into  consideration  besides  tlie  parchment 
boundary,  for  that  nuiy  at  this  day  be  extended  or  narrowed  by 
jpoMeasion,  acquiescence,  or  agreement^  by  the  situation  and  coor 
dition  of  the  territory  at  the  time  of  the  grant,  as  well  as  by  vmriont 
other  matters  with  raspect  to  the  pramt  diapote.  The  wcatara 
boundary  of  Connecticut  was  barred  at  the  time  of  the  original 
grant,  by  the  Dutch  settlements,  and  the  Creum  was  deoeivod  whea 
they  were  prevailed  upon  to  convey  a  territory  which  belonged  te 
anoLher  Slate  then  in  amity  wuh  the  Crown  of  England.  Besides 
this  objection,  ihe  settlement  of  the  new  boundary  under  the  kings 
commission  in  16G4,  and  what  is  still  stronger,  the  new  line  marked 
out  by  agreement  between  this  Province  and  New  York,  has  now 
conclusively  precluded  Connecticut  icom  advancing  one  foot  beyond 
those  limits.  It  was  absolutely  necessary  for  the  Crown,  afler  the 
cession  of  the  New  Netherlands,  to  decide  the  clashing  rights  of  the 
Duke  of  York  and  the  adjoining  colonies ;  and  therefim  all  that  was 
done  by  virtue  of  the  oommisskw  then  awarded  fi>r  thai  purpose 
must  at  this  day  be  decreed  valid,  as  the  nations  have  ever  iiaoa 
that  time  submitted  to  those  determinations,  and  the  oolonies  of  New 
York  and  New  Jersey  subsist  only  upon  the  authority  of  those  acts. 
I  ani  of  opinion  therefore  that  the  colony  of  Connecticut  has  no  right 
to  resume  its  ancient  boundary  by  overleaping  the  Province  of  New 
York  so  as  to  encroach  ujion  the  Pennsylvania  grant,  which  was  not 
made  until  after  the  Connecticut  boundary  had  been  reduced  by  oew 
couliaes,  which  restored  the  land  heyomd  ihote  ieiUmenis  wegtward^ 
to  the  Croumf  and  laid  them  open  to  a  new  grant.  The  state  of  tba 
country  in  dispute  is  a  molerta^  itate  reamm  why  the  Crown  oqghl 
to  interfere  in  the  present  case,  and  put  a  stop  to  this  growing  mis- 
chief. But  I  doubt  this  business  cannot  be  adjusted  very  soon,  be- 
cause Mr.  Penn  must  apply  to  the  Crown  ibr  relief,  which  method  of 
proceedings  will  necessarily  take  up  time,  as  the  province  of  Connec- 
ticut musL  iiave  noliee,  and  be  heard." 

This  secnas  justly  to  have  been  regarded  as  a  most  impregnable 
fortress  to  the  Pennsylvania  claim.  But  the  Attorney  Geoemi 
admits,  that  the  Couneclicut  Charter  did  originally  cover  the  lands 
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wegt  of  the  Dekware ;  for  he  says,  *'  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  colony 

of  Connecticut  has  no  right  to  resume  its  ancient  homidai  y,  by  over- 
leaping the  province  of  New  Y^n  k  thus  distinctly  recogoiziog  the 
fact  that  the  **  ancient  boundary'  did  overleap  New  York. 

The  reader,  we  are  sure,  \v\\\  bo  .inxious  to  see  the  authorities  on 
the  other  side,  and  weigh  the  objections  which  truth  or  ingenuity 
may  have  marshalled  in  opposttioa  to  this  formidabley  if  not  conelo' 
sive  array  of  fact»  and  opintoo. 

Questions  in  raspeat  to  the  contested  landa  having  been  made 
before  the  king  in  council,  the  Susquehanna  company  despatched 
Col*  Eliphalet  Dyer,  at  their  agent,  to  England.  This  gentleman^  a 
native  of  W3rndham,  was  one  of  the  most  eminent  lawyers  of  Con- 
oecticot:  His  name  will  frequently  occur  in  the  subsequent  pages 
of  this  work,  accompanied  with  some  amusing  anecdotes.*  Of  good 
form,  of  pleasing  address,  an  ardent  advocate  of  the  Connecticut 
claim :  a  more  suitable  selection  could  not  have  been  made.  A 
countryman  hearing  him  plead  before  the  court,  went  away  and 
saici — **  No  man  need  ever  speak  again** — noeaning  he  could  not  be 
surpassed^— On  an  occasion  when  in  the  Connecticut  assembly,  he 
was  endeavoring  to  awaken  the  house  to  strenuous  efibrts  in  behalf 
of  their  Wyoniiig  setttomfliit*  a  wit  penned  this  impromptu : 

"OiMMn  «f      M  W0  ftft  loU, 

Where  it  did  rain  down  Manna ; 
Wa'nt  half  so  good,  for  heavenly  iigod| 
At  Dyer  makes  SiMqnehanoa.^ 

His  voice  was  a  fine  tenor,  which  he  modulated  with  arty  and  be 
was  an  agreeable  and  effective  debater.    But  this  is  a  digression. 

Mr.  Pratt  having  given  his  opinion  in  fiivour  of  Mr.  Penn,  the 
Connecticut  agent  propounded  the  following  questions  to  the  gentle- 
men whose  names  are  subscribed  to  the  answer. 

Have  not  the  said  Governor  and  company  of  the  colony  Con- 
necticut,  the  right  of  pre-emption,  and  the  title  under  the  Crown  to 
the  lands  aforesaid,  withiti  the  limits  and  bounds  of  their  patent 
aforesaid,  lying  westward  of  the  province  of  New  York,  and  not  in- 
cluded in  the  patnit  of  king  Charles  the  second  to  the  Duke  of  York, 
notwithstanding  the  several  settlements  of  boundaries,  between  tlie 
colony  on  the  east,  and  the  Province  on  the  west,  made  as  well  by 

*  There  are  f  w  rCmv  Englawl  people  wbohave  Dot  rrm!,  and  laogbed  at,  the  storj  of  tbs 
Fivgtiii  lha  Wittiauuitic,  comMctod  widi  lbs  warn  eC»  CoL  Djrw-BlitaiUa  too." 
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agreement  between  the  parties,  as  under  the  royal  authority,  and 
notwilhstandins^  the  subsequent  charter  to  Sir  William  Teiiiit 

To  u  hicli  tiiey  unanuiiuiHly  answered,  "  The  agreement  between 
the  colony  of  Conneeticut  and  the  province  of  New  York,  can  «• 
tend  no  larthcr  than  to  settle  the  boundaries  between  the  respec- 
tive parties,  and  has  no  eflfect  upon  other  claims  that  either  of  them 
had  in  other  parts ;  and  as  the  charter  to  Connecticut  was  granted 
bat  eighteen  years  before  that  to  Sir  William  Peiin,  there  is  oo  good 
ground  to  contend^  that  the  crown  cooldt  at  that  period,  make  an 
efiectnal  grant  to  him  of  that  country,  which  had  been  so  recently 
granted  to  others.  But  if  the  country  had  been  actually  settled 
under  the  latter  grant,  it  would  now  be  a  matter  of  considerable 
doubt,  whether  the  right  of  the  occupiers,  or  the  liilo  under  which 
they  hold,  could  be  impeached  by  a  prior  grant  without  acluti 
settlement. 

(Signed)  E.  Tiiurlow, 

M.  Wedderbciism, 
Rd.  Jackson, 
Jn.  Dusomio." 

With  regard  lo  the  circtmistance  mentioned  in  the  latter  daw 
of  their  answer,  the  reader  will  please  to  recollect,  that  the  land  now 
in  dispute,  was  first  actually  settled  under  the  former  grant,  and  not 

the  latter. 

Here  then  we  have  weighty  opinions,  against  opinions  of  equal 
weight.  Legal  gentlemen  who  nvdy  honor  these  pages  with  a  pe- 
rusal, will  probably  agree  with  me  in  sentiment,  that  the  learned 
council  in  each  case,  gave  opinions  agreeable  to  the  wishes  of  their 
respective  employers ;  and  if  they  had  happened  to  be  retained  on 
directly  opposite  sides,  their  opinions  would  have  been  exaedy 
reversed. 

It  will  be  then  but  fitting  and  fair,  that  we  examine  the  qoeelion, 
and  decide  impartially  for  ourselves.  Such  examination  is  deemed 
more  important,  because  I  regard  the  whole  matter  mainly  to  raat 
on  the  point  of  charter  right ;  for  surely,  if  the  Connecticut  charter 

did  not  embrace  the  territory,  it  would  be  little  short  of  absurdity  to 
maintain  that  the  puople  of  that  colony  had  any  right  to  come  within 
Mr.  Penn's  charter  to  buy  lands  of  the  Indians.  Charter  rights,  in 
my  opinion,  give,  as  matter  of  course,  the  pre-emption  or  right  oi 
Indian  purchase. 

The  pride  of  authorship  would  naturally  lead  me,  afler  th(»tiugbly 
eomprsheading  the  reasoaing  of  difieroat  writers,  to  removki  thorn 
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in  my  own  language,  adding  whatever  might  appear  perlioent  or 
illustratrtre.  But  an  argument  lies  before  roe  00  neat,  perapicooiM, 
and  ef^tive,  that  it  would  be  inexcusable  to  change  a  word  or 
flyltable,  as  for  a  common  maaon  to  alter  a  llmtbed  piece  of  Grociaii 
eedpture*  It  would  be  deemed,  perhaps,  too  much  to  aver,  that 
there  it  but  one  man  now  liring  who  could  improve-  the  pieee.  A 
strong  motive  for  presenting  it  entire,  arises  from  the  wish  to  exhibit 
to  the  reader  an  evidence  that  if  the  talents  of  chancellors  and 
attorneys  general  in  England  were  en^i^aged  on  the  question,  abilities, 
if  less  distinguished,  certainly  not  less  powcrfit],  discussed  the  point 
on  this  sidf  the  Atlantic.  We  have  been  assured  that  the  able 
pennian  was  endowed  with  powers  of  eiocuiion  fitted  to  <iive  per- 
ffuasive  utterance  to  the  conceptions  of  his  strong  understanding  and 
well  disciplined  mind.  In  the  brightness  of  mid-day  usefulness  and 
fame,  a  cloud  gathered  round  his  brow*  A  whirlwind  swept  hioi 
from  the  scenes  of  his  early  triumphs,  and  his  rising  glory  scatter» 
iog  his  fortune,  his  honors  and  his  hopes  to  the  scorn  of  an  unleeling 
world;  the  malignant  triumphs  of  envionB  fitws,  and  the  deeper 
wounding  pity  of  a  thousand  friends.  A  false  and  fatal  step,  in- 
^▼ing  a  questioa  of  integrity,  sent  him  to  die  aa  exUe  in  a  foreign 
land. 

'*  No  furtber  aeek  hn  nerite  to  diadoM^ 

Or  draw  bis  frailties  from  their  dnod  abode; 
There  they  alike  in  tremhlinji^  hope  repoM, 
Tho  bdMm  of  hia  firtber  ABa-hU  Qod." 

But  to  the  argument 

^  The  reader  being  preaented  with  a  particular  statement  of  all  the 
reqsisite  focts  and  docoanents,  is  now  prepared  to  judge  whether 
anything  in  this  whole  transaction,  can  operate -as  a  bar  of  the 
Connecticut  claim  to  the  Susquehanna  lands.  What  conclusion  does 
the  mind  naturally  draw  from  all  these  premises  ?  Is  it  not  this, 
that  the  settlement  in  1050,  by  the  arbitration  of  the  commissioners 
of  the  United  Colonies  ;  that  in  tluough  the  intervention  of 

the  royal  commissioners;  that  in  1683,  and  all  the  succeedinnr  settle- 
ments, were  only  different  adjustments  of  the  same  dispute,  and 
respected  merely  the  divisionary  line  between  New  Netherlands, 
afterwards  New  York,  and  Connecticut,  without  the  remotest  r^ 
lation  to  the  question  whether  the  charter  gave  Connecticut  any 
landa  west  of  the  Delaware?  If  the  determination  of  1664  ban  . 
the  right  of  Comwctient  to  the  western  laads»ili  validiqr  most  be 
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founded  either  upon  the  authority  of  the  comraissioners,  derived 
from  the  crown,  or  upon  the  consent  of  Connecticut,  expressed  by 
her  agi  iits.  I^t  us  examine  tiie  amount  of  each.  The  commission- 
ers had  no  authority  to  reduce  the  UbmIi  of  the  charter.  1st.  The 
toff  Qouki  give  them  no  such  power;  for  he  had  none  hiaisel^ 
especially  afler  having  sobmnly  stipulated  ia  Ihii  ohwlert  tint  it 
tkoM  be  good  and  ^Soeimi  m  law*  to  all  iaiaiitt  aad  fmipoaM 
iritetew*  aad  leeeive  aaoh  eoitttiiietbn*  ae  alioald  be  meet  §kw 
able  to  tbe  graateei.  A  charter  is  eacfed  aad  inviglable  in  ita 
aature.  It  b  not  an  act  wUch  may  be  reversed  at  pleaaare ;  but  a 
solemn  compact,  to  which  there  are  two  parties,  whose  joint  consent 
is  necessary  to  the  revocation  or  alterntiot]  of  it.  The  royal,  or  rather 
ministerial  attempts  to  alter  and  abridge  the  colonial  charters  wei-e 
con*^idered  illegal  and  unconstitutional  stretches  of  prerogative.  The 
American  revolution  occasioned  by  them,  is  a  standing  memorial 
ef  tbe  light  in  which  they  ought  to  be  viewed.  d(L  Tbe  com* 
missKNi  to  Niobois  and  otherit  imports  no  saeb  authority.  Tbe 
objccti  of  tbe  commiastoQ  ate  expreaeed  io  tbe  pteamble.  80  ftr  aa 
'  relatee  to  thu  peiiit,  there  appear  to  be  cartaiDcoanplainis  that  than 
ware  difierenoef  about  inleribriDg  ckinB  of  limits*  by  raaaon  whereof 
all  the  coloniet  did  not  enjoy  the  liberties  and  privileges  granted  to 
them  by  their  several  charters,  "  u|>on  confidence  and  assurance  of 
whicii,  they  transported  themsilves  and  their  estates,  into  these 
parts."    Here  it  is  plain,  that  the  intent  of  this  commission  was  not 

10  give  or  take  away,  not  to  enhirge  or  curtail,  any  charter  rights; 
but  oniy  to  adjust  the  existnig  disputes  about  such  rights,  and  to 
see  that  every  one  enjoyed  his  own  peaceably  and  fully.    3d.  This 

11  made,  if  possible*  still  more  evident,  by  the  letter  which  the 
commissioners  brought  over  from  the  king,  to  the  oolony  of  Cc» 
Beetieuty  ia  which  his  Majesty  says,  Your  liberties  and  phvtkigea 
we  will  not  sufer  to  be  violated  in  the  least  degree;  and  that  tiMjr 
may  not  be,  is  the  principal  business  of  our  said  coaMaisBioDars»  aa 
Kkewise  to  take  care  that  the  bounds  and  jurisdictioNs  of  cur  several 
colonies  there,  may  be  more  clearly  agreed  upon;  that  everyone  nsay 
enjoy  what  of  right  belongclh  unto  them,  vviliiout  strife  nr  contention.** 
Their  authority,  we  see,  extended  oily  to  the  proiecliun  of  char- 
ter rights,  and  the  adjustment  of  dis;pules  respecting  such  rif:lits. 
Now  there  were  in  fact,  110  opposite  or  adversary  claims,  as  to  the 
western  land,  covered  by  the  Connecticut  charter.  No  foreign 
nation  had  any  pretentions  to  it.  The  Duke  did  not  and  could  not 
ehiim  it^  tbe  Delaware  being  expressly  made  bis  western  limit.  Th^ 
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king  advanced  no  claim  to  it,  and  gave  no  intimation  that  he  was  dis- 
■arirfad  with  his  own  gniot  of  it  to  Connecticut.  In  skort*  there  vfas 
no  Dianner  of  dispute  or  conteotion  abovt  it.  The  commissioomt 
tlMrefore*  maeoMag  to  the  tenor  of  tMr  eominitsioo,  had  nothing  ia 
tbo  woridlodoor  doterMoeraqKotiiigit.  If  they  did  undnlake  to 
deoido  with  feguwd  to  it,  and  to  redoco  the  Cooneetievt  gront)  they 
t»owliii  thoir  joriidieciDii;  and  their  lOtf  «o  6r  ftrth,  wore  ooiw 
M^oeud^  i^d,  unlefls  lenctioned  by  the  ooneent  of  OotinoutieQl* 
Let  us  then  see  how  far  the  colony  consented.  The  Hartford  or 
Connecticut  plantation,  which  then  acted  by  itself,  expressed  their 
assent  by  their  agents,  which  could  bind  the  colony  no  farther  than 
these  agents  were  authorized.  A  stream  cannot  rise  higher  than 
its  fountain.  The  actt  of  agents  must  be  so  construed,  as  to  be  ooan 
sisrent  with  their  oomnisakHi;  fin*  beyond  that  they  are  of  no  ibree. 
Now  the  whole  amount  of  power  delegated  in  this  caie,  waa  merely 
H  to  tma  tAe  bommiB  between  Ike  I>Me  polemic  and  thai  of  the 
veUmy!*  Aa  to  the  qaeation,  whether  the  ohartor  did«  or  did  not,  gim 
m  title  to  the  kad  west  of  the  Duke's  patent^  that  weat  of  the 
Dolawara  river,  the  agents  had  not  the  smallest  particio  of  authority 
to  agree  or  to  treat.  The  assent  of  the  colony  therefore,  is  confined 
solely  to  issuing  the  bounds  between  New  York  and  Connecticut, 
that  is,  to  settlinjr  the  partitionary  line.  The  same  limitation  quaiified 
the  assent  of  the  New  Haven  jurisdiction,  when  they  acrrcied  to  the 
united  government,  and  to  this  settlement.  They  say,  "  having  seen 
a  copy  of  his  Majesty's  commissioners'  determination,  {deciding  the 
hommiM  betwixt  his  H^hncss,  the  Duke  of  Yerkf  and  Cenneeticni 
ukartet)  we  do  declare  subnission  thereuttta" 

*  Now  can  it  be  pretended  with  any  color  of  reason,  that  thaf 
amaants  to  eitber  a  surrender  of  the  land  west  of  the  Delaware  to  the 
orown,  or  a  transfer  of  it  to  the  Duhe,  or  an  authoritative  determinai' 
tion,  that  no  such  land  was  indnded  within  the  charter  of  16099 
Had  these  documents  been  well  attended  to,  I  am  persuaded  no  man 
5n  his  senses,  would  ever  have  contended  for  such  a  wild  and  mon- 
strous conclusion, 

*'  The  drtcrriiination  itself,  taken  altogether,  neither  expresses  nor 
implies  any  such  thing.  In  the  first  place,  nothing  is  eipressed  with 
««gard  to  the  western  land.  It  is  not  so  much  as  mentioned.  And 
anrely  «  positive  grant,  which  was  to  be  reputed  and  construed  in 
lha  OMBl  fhvorable  sense  Ibr  the  grantees,  was  not  to  be  taken  away 
by  doolMfnl  construction  and  implication.  2d.  The  subject  matter, 
whidi  is  easily  learned  fimn  the  eircunstances  of  the  tines,  is  alia 
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staled  in  the  preamble,  or  recital  of  the  insti  uuient  of  determiimUon, 
in  which  the  commissioners  say,  "We  have  heard  the  ditTerencei 
about  the  bounds  of  the  patents  granted  to  hu  Royal  Highness,  the 
Duke  of  York,  and  his  Majesty's  eokmy  of  Ckmnecticat,'  etc  WlMt 
tbey  heudp  and  undertook  to  determine,  was  evidently  notbiiig  more 
or  less  than  diapotes  ensting  between  the  Duke  (who  had  now  fl«e-> 
oeeded  to  the  Dutch  claims  and  pretensiona)  and  Connediciitt  re- 
specting the  bounds  of  their  patents.  These  disputes^  wfaieh  appear 
10  be  all  that  was  submitted  to  them»  bad  no  reference  to  any  land, 
to  which  the  Duke  made  no  claim.  The  only  interfering  chitms 
respected  the  land  \vl)ich  was  included  in  the  Duke's  patent,  as  well 
as  (hat  of  Conaeeticut.  Unless  the  determination  therefore,  is  to 
operate  upon  a  subject  not  Rubmitted  or  heard,  it  can  have  no  effect, 
but  upon  Long  Island,  aod  the  laud  between  Hudson  and  Connecii- 
cut  rivers. 

If  this  settlement  is  to  be  viewed  in  the  light  of  a  judiciai  adju- 
dication, or  award  of  arbitrators,  it  was  only  of  a  controTersy,  or 
controversies,  subsistiog  between  the  Duke  and  the  colony*  Tbey 
were  the  only  parties,  and  were  present  by  their  respective  repre- 
sentatives. If  we  consider  it  rather  as  an  agreement,  it  was  still 
between  the  same,  and  no  other  parties.  And  can  a  judgment,  or 
ail  agj-eemeat  betwccQ  any  two  parties,  respecting  iliiir  mutual  de- 
mands, be  conclusive,  as  to  the  claims  or  disputes,  which  may  tiien 
exist,  or  afterwards  arise,  betweeu  either  oi  ihemand  another  party! 
Common  sense  and  common  law  answer  in  the  negative. 

**  Though  the  terms  '  western  bounds  of  the  colony  of  Connecti- 
cut,' are  used  in  the  report,  tbey  are  certainly  to  be  understood 
with  reference  to  the  subject  matter,  about  which  they  are  so  used, 
and  in  connection  with  the  whole  instrumentr-^They  are  ezplaiaed 
and  limited  by  the  words  which  immediately  follow^*  Andihcplam* 
tatiom  lying  loaiward  of  that  creek  mui  Ime,  ao  draim,  eo  be  under 
hie  Royal  Wghnee^s  govenmetUf  and  all  plantaikme  lying  eatlwwrd 
of  thai  creek  and  line,  to  be  under  the  gover  nment  of  Connecticut^ 
How  far  eastward  is  the  country  here  adjudged  to  Connecticut? 
The  expression  is  not  limited,  unless  it  be  by  the  limits  uf  tlie  com- 
missioners' aulhuiUy,  or  liie  subject  of  this  their  determination. 
Could  Connecticut,  by  virtue  of  it,  claim  Rhode  Island,  for  example, 
because  it  lies  eastward  of  that  creek  and  line,  though  it  was  noi 
within  the  submission?  Or,  to  take  an  instance  exactly  in  pointy 
could  this  determination  be  pleaded  in  bar  against  the  claim  of  the 
Duke  to  the  tract  of  country  at  8t.  Croiztor  Nantucketsor  Martha'a 
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Vineyard,  which  was  granted  to  him,  by  his  charter,  because  lliat 
tract  is  bituated  eastward  of  the  line  here  spccitlud?  If  not,  then 
neither  can  the  expression  "  western  bouiitU  of  the  colony  of  Con- 
necticut," be  a  bar  to  the  claim  of  Connecticut,  to  laud  lying  west 
of  tbe  D«k#'9  palfintf  and  covered  by  their  charter.  This  conclusioa 
afjpears,  to  my  mind,  to  bo  imsistible.  The  whole  detefmioalio)! 
mutt  bo  iotefpreted  in  the  same  limited  or  unlimited  aense. 

"But  the  only  true,  naturaly  and  legal  cooatnictkm  of  the  settle- 
ment, ifly  that  it  wai,  and  was  understood  and  intended  to  be,  co-ex- 
tseneivewiih  the  dispute  tubmitted,  which  was  relative  merely  to 
Liong  Island,  and  the  tract  of  country  east  of  Hudson's  river,  and 
"\*cst  of  Connecticut  river;  or,  if  viewed  in  the  utmosl  extent,  east 
of  Delaware  and  west  of  Narragansett,  beyond  which  the  claims  of 
the  two  parties  did  not,  and  could  not  interfere.  Mamaroiieck 
creek,  and  a  north  north-west  line  drawn  from  thence  to  Massachu- 
setts, was  determined  and  consented  to  be  the  line  of  division,  that 
iSf  the  eastern  bounds  of  New  York,  and  the  western  bounds  of  Con- 
neeticut;  as  to  the  controverted  territory,  so  much  of  which  as  lay 
eaat  of  line^  was  to  be  considered  as  belonging  to  that  cobny, 
and  so  moeh  of  it  as  lay  west,  to  the  Buke^  and  that  according  to 
the  true  intent  of  the  two  charters  taken  together.  As  to  Nantucket, 
Martha's  Vineyard,  St  Croix,  or  any  plantation  or  place,  which 
lay  cast  of  the  claim  of  Connecticut,  this  determijiation  has  nu  opera- 
tion, notwithstanding  the  generality  of  the  phrase,  that,  **  ail  plan- 
tations eastward  of  that  lifie  were  to  be  under  Connecticut."  With 
regard  to  those  plantations,  the  Duke's  claim  was  left,  to  be  after- 
wards contruverted  and  decided  on  its  original  merits.  So,  likewise, 
notwithstanding  the  generality  of  the  phrase,  **  the  western  bounds 
of  the  colony  of  Connecticut,"  any  lands  west  of  the  Duke*s  claim» 
and  within  the  limits  of  the  Connecticut  charter,  were  entirely  out 
of  this  determination,  and  the  title  to  them  consequently  was  left  to 
be  disputed  and  determined  upon  its  own  original  merits. 

^  This  is  the  sense  in  which  a  Judge  or  a  Juror,  a  Lawyer  or  a 
man  unacquainted  with  law,  would  understand  it. — For  the  truth  of 
the  remark,  ]  a|»[>eal  to  the  candid  reader;  and  would  cuuhdcudy 
risk  iliv.  wliole  controversy  upon  the  appeal." 

T!ic  most  cons[)icnous  and  able  writers  on  behalf  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania claim,  were  the  Rev.  Dr.  Smith,  and  Tench  Coxe,  Esq.  The 
former,  distinguished  for  learning,  eloc]uence  and  eccentricity,  lent 
his  pen  to  the  subject  before  the  Revolution;  the  latter,  highly  in- 
telligent, indefatigable  in  whatever  cause  he  engaged,  entered  into 
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the  controversy  with  a  zeal  that  left  no  source  of  information  unex- 
plored, and  willi  an  ability  tliat  gave  to  liis  facts  the  most  powerful 
impression.  All  the  proceedings  of  the  guvernrnent  of  Connecticut 
were  very  fairly  scrutini^d  for  matter  to  show  a  waver  on  the  pari 
of  that  colony,  of  anj  right  west  of  New  York.  Two  points  made 
by  thaw  gentlemoD,  and  regarded  ai  important,  especially  demand 
attentioo. 

Fintr— That  in  reply  lo  a  message  sent  by  Mr.  John  Armstrong,* 
by  Got*  Hamilton  of  FenasylTania,  Gov.  Woloolt  of  Connecfwiit,  in 

a  letter  dated  Wmdsor,  March  18, 1754,  wrote  thus:  *'  Some  of  o«r 

inhabitants  hearing  of  this  land  at  Susquehanna,  and  that  it  was 
noj  lli  of  the  erant  made  to  Mr.  Penn,  and  that  to  Virginia,  are  upon 
a  design  of  makiitg  a  purchase  of  the  Indians,  and  hope  to  obtain  a 
grant  of  it  from  the  Crown.  Thi*?  appearinn:  a  (K^sif^n  to  proaM>le 
his  Majesty's  interests  and  render  the  country  more  defensible  we 
were  all  wishers  to  it.  But  Mr.  Armstrong  ioiiNnns  me  tliat  tlna  is 
certainly  within  Mr.  Penn*s  grant.  If  so,  I  dont  snpposa  onr  paopis 
liad  any  purpose  to  quarrel  witb  PennsyWantans.** 

A  tart  sarcasm  on  the  supposed  folly  of  tins  epntle,  is  aR  we  find 
in  the  ardent  pages  of  the  advocate  for  the  Coaneotient  claim*  Biay 
it  not  be  regarded  a  stroke  of  policy,  to  lull  the  jeakrasy  of  Mr.  Fsnn^ 
government  ?  There  is  nothing  so  very  explicit  in  its  wording  as  to 
be  taken  as  a  formal  abjuration  of  claim. — **  I  dont  suppose  our  peo- 
ple had  any  purpose  to  quarrel  with  Pcnnsylvanians !" 

Second, — That  in  1761,  in  reply  to  certain  inquiries  sent  out  froin 
the  king  to  the  Governors  of  the  several  colonies,  one  of  which  was 
to  ascertain  the  exteat  of  their  respective  boundaries.  Gov.  Filaii 
of  Connecticut  answered — "  That  the  colony  was  bounded  west  by 
New  York  — It  was  therefore  annmed,  and  powerfully  urged,  that 
this  was  either  an  acknowledgment  that  the  charter  limits  never  ex- 
tended beyond  the  Delaware ;  or  was  to  be  regarded  as  a  solemn  re* 
linquishment  of  such  claims. 

Mr.  Avery,  who  treats  this  point  more  folly  than  any  other  writer, 
on  behalf  of  Connecticut,  sets  forth, — 

**  That  the  Coiiiaiittee  of  Assembly  drew  ihc  reply  staling,  as  \vas 
the  usna!  nnswrr,  that  the  colony  was  bounded  by  their  charter,  to 
which  they  reterred  : — that  so  worded,  the  report  was  adopted.  That 
the  subject  was  then  handed  over  to  the  Executive,  to  receive  pro* 

*  Tlw  mine  of  John  AiUMtrang  will  appetr  fnqwnllj  in  these  pageg,  and  bis  clisncter 
mofs  fully  ds»dflpsd  heMsAef . 


Digitized  by  Google 


BISTORT  OF  WTOMIira. 


per  ftirm,  and  be  forwarded  in  reply.  That  Governor  Fitch,  without 
authority,  of  his  own  mere  motion,  bo  changed  the  matter  as  to  de- 
d«re»  **Tbat  the  oolooy  was  bounded  oo  the  west  by  New  York." 
That  when  discovered,  a  nnmnal  burst  of  censure  pervaded  the 
oolony*  Got.  Fitch  was  left  out  at  the  neit  election,  Mr.  Pitkin  be* 
ing  chosen  in  his  place;  and  that  from  this  fril  he  never  recovered." 
Mr.  Avery  adds,  bat  gives  no  antbority  for  the  opinion,  that  Gov. 
F.  was  suppoaed  to  have  received  a  bribe  of  twelve  hundred  dollars 
for  this  abjuration  of  claim  west  of  New  York.  In  the  absence  of 
any  proor,  tliis  imputation  \vc  should  deem  unfounded.  Who  would 
have  givcQ  a  sum  so  considerable  for  an  opinion  which  could  weigh 
so  little  111  a  sokinn  adjudication  of  the  question?  It  seems  much 
more  probable  that  Gov.  Fitch  supposed  the  inquiries  related  to  the 
settled  parts  of  the  colony;  as  a  man,  when  asked  the  size  of  his  plan- 
tation, answers  two  hundred  acres,  not  thinking  it  pertinent  to  the 
inquiry  to  speak  of  nninqiroved  ont  lots  of  one  thonsand  nam,  whieh 
be  may  possess. 

Justice  demands  of  us  to  record  some  fbrther  obfeetionB,  made  by 
Dr.  Smith  and  Mr.  Coxe,  to  whieh  the  replies  of  adverse  writers  fur- 
nish so  little  of  interest  to  detain  the  reader,  that  a  brief  reamrlc  will 

be  sufficient  to  dispose  of  each. 

Objection  first.  That  the  Susquehanna  Company  never  had  a  for- 
mal grant  from  the  colony  of  Connecticut. 

Second.  That  the  colony  of  Connecticut  received  nothing  from  the 
Company  as  a  consideration  ior  those  lands. 

Third.  That  the  Company  made  their  porolmse  of  the  Indlnasy 
contrary  to  the  laws  of  Connecticut 

Fourth.  That  the  king,  in  1V68,  forbid  the  settling  this  territory. 

In  reply  to  the  first  three  objections,  it  may  be  said  lo  be  matter 
exelosively  between  the  Susquehanna  Company  and  the  colony,  or 
Slnte.  The  whole  proceedings  of  the  Company  ha^g,  agaui  and 
again,  received  the  most  full  and  explicit  recognition  and  confirma- 
tion from  the  Connecticut  government. 

In  reply  to  the  fourth,  it  may  be  asked,  after  the  king  had  r'rantod 
iiie  lands  by  charter,  what  authority  had  he  reserved  to  forbid  the 
settlement? 

In  conclusion.  The  Connecticut  cbartsr  was  granted  in  IMS* 
That  to  William  Feaa,  m  I681^ineleen  years  afterwards. 
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Smquchanna  Company's  Indian  Purchai^o— Runs  the  gaantlet — Keenly  assailed — Spiritedly 

ilef't-ri'lril — Pr<H'iV<liii','i»  in  CoLmcil — Pt-trr  Ht*nilrick's  Speech — Lclt«  r«  from  Gov.  Morris 
Ivichnnl  PcUts,  Ei^q.—Piirrh (if  rcrin-sv  Iv  ania  nt  Fort  Stanwix — PieiOe  asaattif 
on  tixat,  DeeJ,  h)/  Counecticut  ciaimauu — Cluae  of  DocutueuUry  ie*liiiiooy. 

The  Susquehanna  Company'^  purchase,  and  their  Indinn  Deed,  has 
now  to  run  the  gauntlet  through  a  long  asr&y  of  iiUeUigeiUi  well  dis- 
ciplined, and  eager  controversialists. 

•  My  betteffiirts  have  been  directed  to  simplify  and  arrange.  Tboi 
a  geoeral  outline  of  tbo  lodiao  history  has  been  givw  by  itielf,  down 
tQ  1770»  embracing  events  in  which  the  whites  were  ooDeemedt  so 
hr  only  as  seemed  indiipMWsble. 

Then  we  have  let  forth  a  clear  geaervZ  view  of  the  Pennsyhaala 
aid  Cooneetrnt  daims. 

Thirdly,  We  have  taken  up,  in  detail,  the  Connecticut  Clun. 
First,  by  Charter,  and  considered  the  ohjcciioiis  thereto.  Keeping 
separate  the  coosidei  aiion  of  the  title  by  purchase  of  the  Indians,  we 
now  proceed  to  that  interesting  topic. 

In  our  opening,  we  have  stated  that  the  Susquehanna  Company 
claioi  to  have  purchased  of  eighteen  chief  sachems,  representing  tlie 
Six  Nations,  in  open  treaty,  at  the  colonial  Congress,  held  ai  Albany, 
in  July,  1753,  the  dispoted  territory  on  the  Susqaebaana. 

The  purchase  awakened  the  greatest  alarm  in  the  Proprietary 
Government,  and  steps  were  immediately  taken  to  coimteiact  Ibe 
eftcts  of  a  measure  so  pemieioas,  if  not  &tal,  to  their  tnteresta. 
Some  facts  of  unquestionable  authenticity,  are,  at  this  time,  wholly 
inexplicable.  The  Susquehanna  Company  advanced  to  their  object, 
not  111  secret,  hat  openly  avowing  their  purpose.  Indeed,  lUeir  being 
eight  hundred  original  proprietors,  each  of  wlioiii  must  be  taxed  to 
raise  the  requisite  funds,  all  notions  of  secrecy,  even,  if  ever  thought 
politic,  must  have  been  deemed  impossible.   The  letter  of  Goveraor 
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Hamikori,  sent  by  Armstrong,  to  Gov.  Wolcott,  previously  quoted, 
shows  that  the  GovernmcDt  of  PennsyivaDia  was  fully  apprised  of 
the  purpose  of  the  Connecticut  people.  Why  then  was  not  the 
Treaty  of  Albany  prevented  ?  If  done  in  opposition  to  the  wishes 
of  the  Six  NatioDiy  there  asBembled  in  full  cooncil»  why  did  not  those 
anlipm,  on  the  remoostnnee  of  the  respectable  Fennsylvania  Dele- 
gation, disavow  the  Deed*  and  inflict  condign  panisbment  on  those 
Indians,  who  had  presnmed  to  speak  and  act  in  the  name  of  the 
whole  Confederacy,  and  to  dispose  of  one  hoodred  and  twenty 
miles,  by  seventy,  of  the  ternlory,  embracing  nearly  five  millions 
oi  acres  ? 

la  iniih  the  Delegates  from  Pennsylvania  were  neither  faithless 
nor  idle.  The  utmost  elVurl^^  were  made  to  |)rcvenl  the  sale  to  the 
Susquehanna  Company,  and  to  purchase  the  lands  for  the  Proprie- 
tary  Gofernnient.  In  their  report,  made  the  6th  of  August,  after 
their  return  to  Pfailndelphia,  is  the  following  senteoen:-^  The  Com- 
imesioners  of  Pennsylvania,  having  held  a  private  treaty  with  the 
Six  Nations,  whilst  at  Albany,  for  the  purobeee  oi  lands,"  etc.  Their 
Report  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  entered  on  the  nunutes*  Sfots, 
it  appears,  were  made  July  4th  and  filh,  to  induce  the  chieft  to  sell 
them  the  Wyoming  lands,  to  which  they  steadily  refused  to  accede. 

There  were  two  chiefs  of  ilie  Muliawks  by  the  Dutch  name  of 
Hendrick;  one  of  wiiotii  signed  the  Susquehanna  Deed;  the  other, 
Peter  Hendrick,  an  eloquent  sachem,  and  warrior  of  great  note, 
being  in  (lie  Proprietary  interest,  made  the  following  reply  to  the 
urgent  application  of  the  Commissioners ; — "  We  have  heard,  since 
we  came  here  that  our  brother  Onas,  (Sir  Wm.  Penn  having  received 
that  name  on  first  landing,  it  meaning,  in  the  Indian  lai^age,  a 
qmU  or  |i«n,)  and  oor  htothm  of  New  Bnglaad,  havte  had  some  dis* 
pute  about  the  lands  of  8usi|nehanna,  a  dispute  of  the  same  kind  as 
that  of  the  Governor  of  Canada  and  Assaragoah;  h«it  we  desire  you 
would  not  diftr  with  one  another  about  it,  Ibr  neither  shall  have  it. 
We  will  not  part  with  it  to  either  of  you — wc  w  ill  reserve  it  for  our 
western  Indians  to  live  on." 

From  this  declaration,  placed  on  record,  opposing  advocates  draw 
different  conchision^.  On  beiiaif  of  the  Proprietaries,  it  is  claimed 
as  evidence  that  the  head  chiefs  of  the  Six  Nations  refused  to  sell, 
and  could  not,  therefore,  have  concurred  in  Lydins's  purchase. 

On  the  Coooeeticut  side^  it  is  said: — "  This  was  not  in  open  Cooa- 
ctl,  but  in  secret  Treaty.  Peter  Hendricfc  had  been  won  over  to 
Fennsylvaoia'a  interest,  bnt  wunt  alone*  It  does  not  appear  that  any 
other  chief  cooeimd  with  haa  The  deehuntion  that  they  would 
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k«ep  Wyoming  for  their  western  Indians,  a  matter  too  imfirolMible 
to  be  wortfi  a  moments  consideration,  showing  that  Hendrick  meaat 
nothing,  or  more  probably  did  not  know  what  he  nierint. 

But  at  tliose  secret  conferences,  the  Commissioners  made  a  pur- 
chase of  lands,  between  the  Blue  Mountains,  and  the  Forks  of  the 
Susquehanna,  (at  Fort  Augusta*  8iiobiir]r«.)  ofooune  bebwibA  tact 
•old  to  the  Conneoticut  ptople. 

Behold/'  sayi  Arwy,  "  This  porahm  OHide  in  the  dark,  is  un- 
queitioodii  and  unqjaetCtooabla^-^good  beyond  do«ib|p-fiur  hofomA 
all  etmtrvwmj  i  while  the  openly  obtaimd  Deed  of  the  fiaBqoebMM 
Company,  is  a  ottllity»  ibnooth  r 

Sir  Williem  Johnfoiit  prineifMd  Agent  of  the  king,  for  ladiaa 
afiairs,  lent  the  whole  weight  of  his  influence  to  render  nugatory  the 
Susquehanna  Company's  Deed.  A  letter  from  the  Governor  of  Penn- 
sylvania, dated  Nov.  15th,  1751,  requested  him  "  to  induce  the  In- 
dians, if  possible,  to  deny  the  regularity  of  the  contract,"  and  to  this 
end,  by  all  means,  *'  to  win  over,  cOectually,  Peter  Ueadriek  to  his 
interest,  and  prevail  on  him  to  visit  Philadelphia."  Got.  Morris 
wrote,  bi«MK  to  Ifandridu  The  letler  ie  too  innportaat  to  be 
omitted. 

**  Sone  matten  of  greet  mcMaeat  to  tbw  Goffernwant,  aa  well  as  to 
the  Indiam  of  the  Six  NatioM,  having  latdy  follen  oat»  wfaidi  melees 
it  neeesiMiry  for  me  to  have  a  prhrate  eeafansDce  with  yoa,  bsfere  I 
een  prooeed  to  give  publio  notice  to  them  of  my  eTrivel  here;  and 
et  3rou  Wes  so  good  as  to  promise  to  the  Commtssiooers,  when  et 
Albany,  that  you  would,  at  ihc  request  of  Govcrnient,  come  at  any 
time  to  Phihidelphia  and  give  your  sentiments  on  any  ihinji  that 
might  be  pix>posed  for  the  public  service,  I  now  earnestly  desire 
that  you  would  favour  us  with  a  visit,  in  order  to  consult  on  some 
a&iia»  ia  which  the  safoty  of  the  Indians,  and  His  Majesty's  colo- 
■ies  are  very  mnch  concerned,  thai  cannot  be  dons  by  message,  bat 
must  first  be  eommnaioated  to  yon  in  personal  conference.  If  you 
shottld  ioeliae  to  tahe  with  yon  <tm  or  two  of  your  best  friends,  it 
will  be  the  more  agreeeble.  Mr.  Daniel  Clause  is  well  ecqmmiled 
with  the  nserost  and  best  mds  to  this  city,  and  be  has  mydireotions 
to  accompany  you,  furnish  the  necessaries,  and  make  eiery  thing  as 
agreeable  to  you  as  possible.'' 

** Behold  1"  says  the  Connecticut  Advocate;  "A  single  chief  is 
invited  to  Philadelphia — Heaven  and  earth  are  to  moved  !  The  aid 
of  Sir  Wm.  Johnson  is  invoked!  Hendrick  is  requested  to  bring 
one  or  two  of  his  best  friends ;  not  more  1 — Daniel  Clause  will  / nrmsh 
tfmm§ommimi  He wiU  amhs eeeiy  Mag m  agieeeblo as  possible 
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Sir  Wm.  Johnson  in  his  reply  to  the  Governor,  says : — *' I  have 
been  honored  witii  yours  of  the  15th  ultimo,  by  Mr.  Daniel  Clause, 
whom  1  immediately  seot  u>  call  Heodnck  to  my  house.  Upon  hia 
atnvai*  i  Mtvered  and  interpreted  your  Honaur's  letter,  or  iDstmc* 
tiom  to  Unv  umI  urged  bis  mating  os  yoo  immediately,  which  when 
k»  af  md  to^  I  s|aoiw  to  him  concerning  tke  a&ir  aa  m  1  j«dg«d 
aeeenaiy ;  and  i  flatter  myM  it  wiU  Iteaia  a  good  aftel»  ha  ha«iog 
inlhfiilly  pvoniiad  laa  to  mart  hitaadl^  and  ota  hia  ntmoat  aiida%< 
voan  for  tha  intaicst  of  the  Propriatariat  againat  the  Connaotiattt 
attempt  After  my  expatialing  aom  lieM  on  the  injustice  of  their 
proceedings,  more  es|)ecially  so,  after  what  had  passed  at  Albauy, 
last  June,  Hendrick  then,  with  some  warmth,  disapproved  of  them, 
as  well  as  the  weakness  of  those  of  his  brethren  who  were  seduced 
by  Lydius,  and  promised  to  do  all  he  could  lo  make  thorn  revoke  or 
ratract  what  they  had  so  shaniefulty  done.'* 

**  Mark  aay  the  Connecticut  advoontes,  **  the  maam  aaed,  and 
tfaa  influences  brought  to  bear,  to  destroy  the  effect  of  aaiiioaUad 
daad«  elaadastinafty  ablainad  of  m  fcw  dnMikao  Indiana 

Meaanrai  being  adopted  in  Connactioat»  to  aommenoa  a  aattlamant 
si  Wyoming^  Mr.  Jolui  AranBtrong  waa  again  aant  aa  an  agent  to 
tbat  colony  to  gather  ail  tha  infomntkm  in  lui  power.  He  waa 
also  the  bearer  of  a  letter  horn  Governor  Morris  to  the  Go^rnor 
of  Connecticut,  m  which  the  former  again  refers  to  tfie  deed  from 
the  Six  Nations  to  Wiiliain  Penn,  dated  October  11,  1736,  and  to 
the  engagement  then  made  by  the  Indians  to  sell  al!  the  lands  in 
Pennsylvania  to  WiUiam  i:'eiui,  and  to  no  one  eiae ;  alter  which  he 
proccoda  to  wtiy 

**  Yoa  vnW  give  ma  laava  fnrtiier  to  obaerva  to  yon,  that  the  Six 
Nstiona  at  tha  iate  Gongresa  al  Albany,  in  open  oonnoil  roaartioned 
9m  applicatiott  than  made  to  titem  liy  agents  Iroin  Conneetiout  Ibr 
tba  pnreliase  of  aoaM  of  the  Snsquahanna;  landa,  and  that  they  had 
abaohitely  rolhjad  to  give  any  ear  to  snoh  proposal,  telling  the  save* 
ral  governments  then  present  by  their  comniissioners,  that  they 
Were  determined  the  lauds  at  a  place  called  Wyomink  on  the  Sus- 
quehanna, should  nut  be  settled,  but  reserved  for  a  place  of  retreat.*' 
He  further  observes:  "  Nolwilhstandins^  which,  I  am  infuirfnd  tbat 
Mr.  John  Lydius,  who  is  known  to  be  a  iionian  Catholic,  and  in  iho 
Faeaoh  interest,  has  been  since  employed  by  some  people  of  your 
pminee^  to  purchase  from  the  Indians  soma  lands  withia  this 
goacrmnent :  thai  ho  has  in  a  olandsstiaa  manner,  by  every  m^ir 
nmans»  prevaiM  on  soma  fow  Indians  lo  whom  be  saeratly  applia4» 
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to  s\rrn  a  dned  for  a  considerable  part  of  the  lands  of  this  province, 
inchuiin:z  tliDsc  at  Wyoniink.  And  m  wo  stand  ent^Tiged  to  ihe  SiX 
Nations  by  treaty,  neither  to  settle  the  lands  at  Wyomink,  or  coffer 
them  to  be  settled,  this  government  thought  it  proper  (among  otiiar 
things)  to  infiNrm  iho  Indians  tint  those  people  were  not  autiioriMd 
or  even  countenanced  by  this  government^  and  their  attempts  were 
disavowed  by  the  govemosent  of  Connecticut,  and  weni  to  be  looked 
upon  as  a  lawless  set  <^  people^  fin*  whose  conduct  no  govemoMfc 
is  anooontable.*' 

On  the  return  of  Bfr.  Armstrong,  heoomuHimnaftsd  the  inibrnMtioa 

obtained,  and  among  other  things  curious,  and  worthy  to  be  known, 
wliicli  wc  have  found  no  where  else  so  fully  slated — That  "  there 
were  formerlv  five  hundred  subscribers  to  the  Susquehanna  Com- 
pany at  seven  dollars  each,  to  which  are  now  added  three  hundred 
at  nine  dollars  each."  The  a^fJifre^ate  would  he  6200  dollars.  The 
consideration  in  the  Indian  deed  was  stated  to  be  two  thousaad 
pounds,  New  York  currency — or  five  thousand  dollars  ;  which,  from 
this  exhibition  of  the  funds  of  the  company,  seemi  prebaWc  Isiaving 
twelve  hundred  dollars  for  contingent  expenses. 

Letters  fimn  Conrad  Weiser»  a  celebrated  Indian  interpreter,  nuidk 
employed  by  the  Proprietaries,  written  to  the  Governor,  dated  the 
16th,  and  27th  October,  1754,  and  entered  by  order  of  council  on  the 
records,  are  too  important  to  be  passed  over  without  notice.  The 
following  are  extracts:— 

**  As  to  the  Connecticut  affair,  I  am  clear  of  opinion,  that,  by 
order  of  the  Governor,  you  should  write  to  Hendrick,  potting  him 
in  mind  of  his  promise  he  made  to  the  commissioners  of  tliis  pro- 
vince in  Albany,  when  he  said  he  would  come  down  to  us  upon  any 
occasion,  to  advise  with  the  Oovcfnor,  as  in  the  presence  of  the 
Most  High.  That  the  Governor  wants  to  see  him  in  this  critieal 
time  about  matters  of  moment  Daniel  Clause  might  come  with 
htok  He  knows  the  way  by  land.  If  Hendrick  refuses  to  cooae,  fae 
may  be  suspected  to  have  a  hand  in  it ;  and  we  must  then  act  hf 
Shickalsmy  and  Jonathan,  and  as  secret  as  possible,  otherwise  Ly- 
dius,  and  that  wicked  priest  at  Canojoharry,  will  defeat  our  designs. 
I  would  advise  in  the  mean  time,  to  have  belts  of  wampum  provided, 
and  two  or  three  large  belts  all  black.  You  will  want  a  couple  to 
send  to  the  south  l^cf  )i  c  long,  and  one  must  be  made  use  of  to  de- 
molish Lydius's  proceedings.  Mr.  Clause  must  be  ordered  to  keep 
every  thing  relating  to  this  affair  as  a  secret,  and  to  search  very  dili* 
gently  whether  Henry  had  any  hand  in  signing  the  deed  10  the  Ce«> 
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necticut  people.  If  ho  had  not,  we  shall  succeed  without  doubt. 
He  must  have  liijorty  to  bring  one  or  more  Indians  with  him.  If 
all  wont  dD^  and  that  Haodriek  will  mi  cooM^  we  mmt  aaad  to 
OoonciagD  next  spring,  &:c. 

Aoaoril^  to  the  iimtetioB  00  pwwiiag^y  givem  Hendrisk  and  Ian 
atkar  TiaBam  casaa  to  PhiladMplria. 

hf  CoaMmi  Ja$immy  16*  175ft.  Theamneil-advitad  tba  Qwmmor^ 
dnt  after  tltankiag  Hendnekaod  the  Miam  aeoonifMBying  him,  §ot 
this  undertaking,  etc.,  to  mention  these  several  points,  viz :  to  state 
sundry  matters  relative  to  the  grant  of  Pennsylvania,  their  deed  from 
Governor  Duiigan,  their  deed  or  promise  of  the  right  of  pre-emption, 
1730,  etc.,  and  lastly,  of  the  deed  to  the  Conru  cticut  people  from  the 
Six  Nations,  that  it  is  incumbent  on  them  to  represent  this  matter 
to  the  government  of  Connecticut,  and  to  nuiet  that  the  deed  be 
delivered  up  by  Lydiw^  by  order  of  thai  Govemina&t»  as  a  fraod  and 
■Bpositioo.*' 

Extrad  of  BsndndCM  8]mdk,  Jatnuuy  15,  1755.  Wa  have 
eooaidered  what  yon  aaid  to  us  about  the  deeeitliil  deed  which  John 
Lydia$  inveigled  some  of  os  to  sign.  We  agree  with  yoa  that  the 
deed  eboald  be  destroyed.  We  agree  whh  yon  that  it  is  a  fiilse  pro- 
ceeding. We  will  give  you  our  assistance;  but  you  know  that  we  can- 
not destroy  the  deed  ourselves.  That  would  be  another  mistake.  It 
would  be  to  do  as  bad  as  thev  have  done.  It  must  be  the  act  of  the 
Council  of  the  Six  Nations.  We  will  think  of  the  proper  means.  We 
advise  the  Governor  to  send  for  two  deputies  from  each,  or  oi  every 
nation,  to  meet  here,  or  at  Albany,  tokindleaeouncil  fire,  to  find  oat 
a  way  to  oblige  Connecticut  to  diseountcnanoe  the  deed,"  etc. 

III  Coimoa,  January  17, 1755.  The  Governor,  Mr.  Feters,  aad 
Mr.  Weieer,  had  many  coaiereoees  with  the  ladiaDS,  in  which  it  waa 
considered,  what  might  be  the  proper  methods  for  the  Indians  to  take, 
in  order  to  invalidate  the  deed  of  Lydios,  ete.  Among  other  things, 
it  was  proposed,  that  at  the  Coiinei!  of  Onondago,  this  affair  shoaM 
be  nicniioned,  and  Lydius's  deed  declared  to  be  no  deed  of  the  Six 
Nations:  and  to  prevent  this,  and  other  like  attempts,  that  it  should 
be  profMised  by  the  Council  of  Onondago,  to  convey  to  the  Pro- 
prietaries, by  a  formal  deed,  the  lands  lying  within  the  province  of 
Pennsylvania,  etc.  The  Indians  consc!!ted  to  this,  and  engaged  to 
confer  with  Col.  Johnson  first,  and  to  settle  everything  with  him,  of 
which  he  should  acquaint  the  Governor;  and  when  the  matter 
should  be  brought  to  eflect,  then  Mr.  Weiser  and  Mr.  Peters  might 
€0m  to  CoL  Johnson,**  eto. 
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Egirm:t  of  a  kUer  from  Qw*  Manii  to  Cci.  Muaoih  daM  PUU^ 

delphia,  January  23,  1755. 

'*  Sir, — I  lim  favored  with  yours  by  Ueadrick,  and  heartily  thank 
you  for  the  part  you  have  beea  so  good  as  to  take  in  the  Con- 
nectkttl  afikir.  Hendrick  has  been  tery explicit  on  the  subject;  and 
I  have  eDtertaiaed  him  and  hi«  companioin  ki  the  beat  manner  I 
mid.  IToa  will  give  we  leave  to  lefer  yea  to  a  letter  you  will 
Meeive  with  tbii»  htm  lir.  Feiere,  Ibr  the  particQlarB  that  have  pMi> 
ed  hete^  and  for  the  plan  that  we  have  agreed  to  proeaeete,  to  pel 
an  end  to  this  afiair ;  in  which  I  hope  fbr  the  eontinnance  of  your 
friendly  ofliccs.  Yoa  wilt  observe,  we  propose  that  the  Six  Nations 
should  be  invited  to  send  deputies  to  your  liousc  early  in  the  spring, 
with  full  powers  to  treat  and  agree  upon  this  matter,  relative  to 
the  purchase  of  LydiuR,  and  to  y>revent  the  like  for  the  future, 
when  I  shall  send  commissioners  to  meet  them,  and  it  will  give 
me  particular  pleasure,  if  yoa  will  pennit  me  to  name  you  io  the 
eeimiiiioB**' 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Richard  Peters  to  Col*  John$OH,  dated 

January  23» 

■'He  (speaking  of  Heodriok)  told  me  yoa  had  made  him  a  hearty 
firiend  to  this  Flrovinoe,  and  would  join  with  and  snpport  him  in  any 
measurea,  which  the  Government  of  Pennsylvania  should  adivisa,  to 

get  rid  of  this  Oonneetiettt  Deed. — heartily  thank  you  for  this  sin* 
gular  kindness.  In  consideration  of  this  hearty  coin  urreucc  uf  yours 
and  the  Mohock,  his  Honour,  the  Governor,  gave  Hendrick  a  bell, 
with  a  strinf?  of  wampum  tit  d  to  it.  By  the  bell  he  was  asked  to 
undertake,  along  with  you,  the  breaking  of  the  Connecticut  Deed. 
And  for  that  purpose^  and  because  there  13  no  other  toay  in  the  woorld 
to  get  rid  of  itt  h&  was  further  desired  to  consider  with  you,  what 
wiU  be  the  best  method  to  proeuFe  the  meeting  of  a  CkMmcil  at  ymm 
hoMe,  as  soon  as  possible^  to  consist  of  two  or  three  Depntiea  fraoi 
eneh  nation^  and  no  more,  in  order  to  consult  together  of  tfae  most 
ejfcctnel  manner  how  to  do  it.  And  by  the  string  you  are  dsmad 
to  convene  such  a  Council 

We  further  intimated  to  Hendrick,  and  now  inform  you,  that  to 
get  rid  of  this  Deed,  we  cannot  devise  any  other  method  that  will  be 
efiectual,  unless  the  Six  Naiiuns  m  Council,  will  execute  a  convey- 
ance to  the  Proprietaries,  of  all  the  hinds  lying  within  their  grant, 
on  such  conditions,  and  in  such  manner,  as  shall  be  agreed  on,  at 
yotti  house*   And  to  show  the  Indians,  and  yourself  their  just  ioten* 
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lions,  they  propose  to  oaaie  you  one  oi  the  Commkiiiout^rs,  with  Mj  . 
Penn  and  myself. 

'*  Hendi  ick  seems  to  apjjrove  much  of  this  proposal ;  and  I  believe 
the  more  you  think  of  the  matter,  the  more  you  will  be  persuaded 
thai  no  other  way  «an  do  the  thing  efiectuaily.  If  U  moals  with 
josr  approba^QBi  wbidi  I  hope  it  will  doi  tbe  Qor^mat  hegt  tbt 
Hifioorof  you  loHUNDMftCoiMieilt  at  your  booM^Mid  leaves  it  you 
fee  fis  the  luMb  aad  to  take  eiieii  maaarai  witk  the  ladiane  piwiew 
la  the  BMWfii^g,  aa  yoa  and  Jfaadriek  ahaU  thiak  profwr.  It  m 
thought  that  more  than  three  depatiee  aeed  not  cone  iniiii  aay  oaa 
natbn ;  but  that  there  shoald  be  three  from  eaeb." 

The  purpose  so  sedulously  pursued  was  not  finally  accoiiipiiiihed 
aatii  Nov.  5th,  17(3S,  when  at  a  treaty  held  at  Fort  Stanwix,  the 
Proprietaries  obtained  a  deed  from  the  Six  Nations,  oi  the  Susque- 
hanna lands,  being  tlie  same  previously  daiaied  to  have  beea  iioil* 
veyed  to  the  Susquehanna  Compaoy. 

Pennsylvania  was  no  longer  in  pursuit.  She  had  carried  off  the 
priae.  Victory  perahed  on  her  standard :  And  forthwith  ail  oon- 
<s6med  in  the  Connecticut  claini»  opened  in  luU  cry  to  run  down  the. 
ladian  Deed  of  Fort  Stanwis.  That  wicked  Priest  of  Caiw|<H 
taarry,"  as  he  ie  leroied  by  Mr*  Weiser,  the  Rev.  Jacob  Johasovi, 
appeals  lint  upon  the  tapis*  and  nahes  the  foiknaring  affidavit}^ 
That  some  time  in  the  aaonth  of  NoreaAer,  1768^  he  was  pment  ai 
a  Treaty,  held  at  Fort  Stanwix,  with  the  Indians  of  the  Six  Nations* 
end  that  Sir  William  Johnson,  Superintendant  of  ihe  8i\  Nations, 
John  Penn,  Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  Gov.  Franklin,  of  jNe\s  Jersey, 
Col.  Elizur  Fitch,  of  AV^indharn,  arid  the  chiefs  of  the  Six  Nations, 
S^uaaathua,  a  Tuscarora  chief,  and  chief  speaker,  and  maoy  other 
persons  were  present — that  the  business  of  lbs  treaty  was  to  settle  a 
division  line  between  the  dahns  of  the  Kio^  and  the  Indians,  and  to 
dietfibola  a  donatioa  eeat  by  the  King,  w  Sir  William  Johnson 

was  at  that  tine  a  miaNonary  to  the  Indians  of  the  Six  Naiioas,  and 
Mded  at  the  Oneida  Upper  Castle— that  Gov.  John  Fson,  at  this 
tinoe,  by  the  agency  of  Sir  Willtaoi  Johnion,  endeavored  to  obtain 

from  the  Indians  a  deed  of  the  lands  on  the  Susquehanna — that 
several  private  consultations  were  had  with  the  said  chiefs,  from 
whicli  tins  deponent  was  excluded,  and  that  there  was  no  agent  pre- 
sent at  said  treaty,  to  represent  tlie  State  of  Connecticut  or  the  Sus- 
quehanna Company.   That  this  deponant»  during  the  trsaty»  was 
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jnTormed  by  several  of  tlie  Indians  present,  that  Gov.  Penn  wanted 
the  Indians  present  to  give  [lim  a  deed  of  the  lands  on  the  Susque- 
hanna, and  they  replied  that  they  had  given  the  New  England  white 
people,  a  deed  of  the  same  laodfl,  aad  bmd  received  tbeir  pay  tor  the 
Moe,  and  could  not  seii  Uw  same  again.  Bat  tbey  said  Ibajr  hmi 
nfiroed  to  give  Gov.  Peno^  ft  deed  of  the  atM  kadi  tuaiwat  Kr 
WiiliMi  JoiMMoo  bad  told  that  that  tbmr  fnifr  awwqpMW  li» 
Now  Bngkod  wfaita  people  waa  ndlawiiil— thai  tlief  hid  ao  rigbl  c» 
IMiduMe  that  laad,  whioh  waa  wichiD  Ftei*a  dnttar*  md  Pmm 
aieae  liad  iIk  right  of  punluMing  the  aawo^that  near  the  oad  ef  lha 
treaty  the  deponent  well  recolleeta  to  have  beard  Segnanalhaa,  ehief 
speaker,  in  a  public  speech  declare  the  same  reasons  as  above  said— 
for  seiliiur  the  land  a  secoud  lime,  which  was  publicly  ioterpreicd  by 
Sir  Wilbam  Johnson," 

Coi.  Eiizur  Fitch,  of  Windham,  was  present  in  the  Penn  interest. 
I  an  not  able  to  learn  whether  this  gentleman  was  the  Governor  of 
Goonecticut,  of  that  name,  who,  in  1761,  bad  boiwdad  that  ealMi|y> 
waat»  by  New  York»  or  a  relative.  If  either*  the  fact  umf  throw  a 
nf  of  light  OB  that  traMctton. 

-  The  Rev.  Bfr*  RiriilaBd»  an  Indian  aii8iiQiiary>  abo  depoaalh^ 
•^That  he  attended  the  Treaty  with  the  Five  KatMna»  baU  at  Fort 
fitanvris,  in  the  year  1768»  for  aeveral  of  the  leal  dayi  of  the  Innii^ 

and  thut  on  his  arrival  on  the  grooiid,  die  Rev.  Jacob  Johnson,  then 
a  missiunLiry  to  the  Oneida's,  told  the  deponent  that  he  had  been  for- 
bid by  Sir  William  Johnson  to  sit  in  Council  vvith  the  Indians,  and 
that  Cob  Butler,  and  several  others  liad  given  him  the  sameinforma* 
lion — that  several  Indian  chiefs  told  the  deponent,  at  that  time,  that 
they  had  sold  the  Susquehanna  land  to  the  Fennsylvanians,  and  that 
they  were  finally  induced  to  do  it,  by  the  oonncil  and  advioe  nf  the 
ComnaiaioBerit  urging  thai  the  Connecticut  people  bad  done  wionf 
in  eening  over  the  tine  of  FennigrlTmni«»  to  buy  lend  of  ibe  Indinni 
tkat  it  was,  hoinefer,  not  eieeled  wkboot  gieat  diflknltyi  At  the 
deae  of  the  bnsineait  the  Indiana  were  oalM  npen  to  enaentn  the 
writings,  which  were  nol  poblicly  rend  in  the  English  language,  bnt 
one  of  the  Mohock  chiefs  gave  a  brief  statement  of  their  general  pnrw 
port  in  the  Indian  language;  and  the  deponent  further  sailh,  that 
one  of  the  Clit  istian  Indians,  of  the  Oneida  nation,  by  name,  Tiieon- 
dintba,  or  Thomas,  some  months  after  said  treaty,  voluntarily  and  of 
his  own  mere  motion,  told  tiie  deponent  that  some  undue  influence 
bed  been  made  use  of*  at  said  treaty*  raspeotiog  aaid  lend;  thni  b% 
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hkmelf,  namely,  Thomas,  had  been  the  s!jhjf»€t  of  this  undue  in- 
fluence, and  nine  or  ten  more  Indian  chiefs  were  tti  the  same  predica- 
meaty  and  that  he  felt  much  troubled  in  his  mind  aboat  it." 

Om  of  Ibe  hintH  and  ablest  writers  in  fimor  of  the  StiM|oehaiiim 
ompsny,  observes : — *  Conacioiis  that  the  purclMie  at  Port  StaiiwiK 
vnm  rtdieally  dafeetifiB,  ifaef  molfed  to  naake  one  mora  €ibrt»  la 
pioom  fron  the  lodiaoa  a  piiblie  disavoaral  of  the  ComiectHMt  deeift 
•nd  aa  aekaowledgmeiit  of  their  owiu  Jo  lTf5  a  traalT'  waa  hekl  at 
Aibany»  wUii  tboea  TodSain,  under  tha  aothority  of  CongreM,  by  Ma^  ' 
sieurs  Woolcot,  Schuyler,  Edwards,  Franeis  and  Dow,  to  explain  ta 
them  the  causes  of  the  American  war.    Col.  Francis  was  a  Pennsyl- 
vanian,  a  clalmaTit  of  large  tracts  of  the  contested  land,  a  U  a(]er  of 
the  opposition  to  the  Connecticut  sel tiers,  and  a  principal  npont  of 
Penn.    Notwithstanding,  the  Commissioners,  by  their  interpreter, 
had  told  the  lodians  that  nothing  was  to  be  said  or  done  at  the 
Iraaty,  concerning  landa,  yet  Col.  Francis,  towards  the  close  of  it, 
aeat  for  Tegohagwaada  and  two  other  Onoodago  obieii*  to  hia  lodg^ 
inga  at  Mr.  Bloodgood%  logadier  with  Thomaa  Palmar,  tha  him- 
prater  employ  ad  by  the  Commiisionefm  Mr.  Palmer»  in  hia  affida?it» 
aweart,  tliat  after  noM  praleminary  eonvaraation  about  tha  Basque- 
Imuma  laiidf»  Col.  Francw  aaid,  did  yon  not  aell  those  laada  to  tha 
Pennsylvanians,  and  receive  a  Beaver  skm  full  of  dollars  for  them  T 
To  this  one  of  the  chiefs  made  answer,  and  said,  no,  we  sold  them  to 
the  Westemlonians  (that  is  Bostonians,  the  name  by  which  the  New 
Enrrland  provinces  were  called  among  the  Five  Nations)  and  we  re- 
<:eived  the  Beaver  skin  full  of  dollars  from  them.    There  was  not 
amy  paraoa  present  at  this  private  meeting  but  CoL  Franeis,  this 
deponent,  and  the  three  Indian  chiefs  before  named.   At  the  close 
of  thia  maating  Col.  Pranoia  enjoined  it  upon  the  Indians,  and  tha 
dapooam  ttlnrwisa^  not  to  tail  any  one  that  he  had  said  this  to  them 
•bent  the  8iiM|uahanna  lands***  Tha  said  Fulmar,  in  anotlier  plaoa^ 
awears  fortliart  eonoaraing  this  interview,  ^  that  they  ameked  and 
^Kseooraod  togetlier  for  same  time,  until  the  Indians  appeared  to  this 
deponent  to  be  considerably  in  liquor,  when  Col.  Francis  told  ihera 
Gov.  Penn  had  requested  him  to  ask  the  Ononda^^os,  who  had  first 
bought  the  lands  called  Wywamick,  the  said  Gov.  Penn,  or  the 
New  England  people?  that  the  ««aid  Indian  chief"  thereupon  answer- 
ed, that  he  had  heard,  from  his  uncle,  that  Gov.  Penn  had  bought 
tba  laiKis  on  the  east  side  of  the  Susquehanna,  and  that  he  did  not 
Imow  whether  the  New  England  people  had  bought  any  lands  or 
apt  Thai  the  said  CoL  Francis  further  askad  tha  said  Indian  chief, 
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if  he  did  not  know  how  many  dollars  Gov.  Penn  had  paid  at  Fort 
Stanwix,  for  said  lands  ?  The  said  Indian  answered  that  he  had  not 
seen  all  ihc  inuae) ,  vlI  he  had  heard  that  he  paid  10,000  dollars. — 
That  the  said  Col.  Francis  thereupon  asked  the  said  Indian  ^^  hether 
be  would  oo  tlM  IbUowing  day,  in  tlie  public  conference,  when  the 
other  business  was  done,  declare  the  same  in  pubtict  bul  not  roeoiioB 
hm  MOM?  Which  the  taid  ladiao  piomued  to  do^Whereii|MMi 
CSoi.  Frtneat  lold  him,  if  he  did  that,  he  aod  CSot.  PeoD  would  make 
a  preaent  to  the  Onoiidago  Indiamb  Which  said  dtsooaraa*  at  tte 
leqaeat  of  Col  Fnmcii,  waa  tiiterpreled  between  them  by  this  dap^ 
neat.  That  when  the  Indians  left  his  lodgings,  he  prsaeoted  then 
with  a  bottle  of  rum.  And  this  deponent  further  saiih,  that  on  the 
following  day,  m  the  public  conference,  the  said  Onondago  chief 
muile  mention  of  the  sale  of  these  lands;  but  this  deponent  hath 
understood  from  the  otiier  Indians  that  it  was  without  their  know- 
ledge." 

"Tho  Rev.  Mr.  Kirkiand,  in  his  affidavit,  respecting  this  speech 
or  deciaratioii  of  the  Indian  chief,  depoaeth*  that  it  was  received 
with  many  marks  of  disapprobatKMi  and  acme  d^ree  of  resentowo^ 
expressed  by  laany  Indians,  of  the  best  character  in  said  natioo, 

saying  it  was  entirely  foreign  to  the  business  of  the  treaty,  and 
known  beforehand  only,  to  a  few  individuals,  and  several  Indians 

soon  luld  the  deponent,  that  upon  their  complaining  to  their  chief 
speaker  Tegohagwanda,  and  his  chief  lilacU  Cap,  of  the  impropriety 
of  such  a  piece  of  conduct,  at  that  time,  they  replied  that  the  Indi- 
ans were  not  to  blame — that  it  originated  wholly  from  the  white 
people,  and  they  were  importuned  and  pressed  hard  to  make  the 
speech.  A  few  hours  after  Thomas  Folmer,  interpreter  at  said 
treaty,  told  the  deponent  that  Col.  Francis  sent  for  him  to  his  lodg- 
ingSi  the  evenii^  before,  and  had  a  private  conferenoe  with  the 
Onondagn  ehiefii  upon  the  subjeett  and  prevailed  upon  tbem  to  wutke 
the  speech.** 

Here  closes  the  documentary  evidence  respecting  those  two  ad- 
verae  and  conflicting  Indian  deeds*  too  iniportant  to  be  omitted ;  and 

which  cannot  fail  from  the  interesting  facts  disclosed,  amply  to  repay 
a  careful  perusal. 

It  addition,  it  |)roper  to  say — that  on  the  part  of  Penn?yl\ noia, 
it  is  strenuously  contended  that  the  right  of  pre-emption  before  men- 
tioned, granted  by  the  Six  Nations  m  1736,  of  all  lands  within  their 
ofaartert  precluded  them  £rom  seUing>  and  making  a  valid  convey- 
aooe  la  the  Sosqiiahuiia  Conpany.    So  atroo^y  was  this  pva- 
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emption  right  relied  on,  that  in  the  exhibilion  of  claim  at  Tr(  nton,  it 
was  alone  mentioned,  of  her  Indian  grouiuls  of  ciaim — the  suinequtiH 
deed  of  1768  not  being  adverted  to. 

To  this  it  is  replied — that  the  Indiana  then,  and  long  after,  sup- 
posed the  claim  of  Mr*  Peno  not  to  extend  above  the  Bioe  Mouii- 
takis  ID  a  difeetkm  towards  Wyc»iiig. 

On  the  part  of  Peniieylvania  it  was  contended  that  Goveraor 
Dungan  of  New  Yorfc^  had  obtained  a  pieeniptiao  right  to  those 
huidsy  and  sold  the  same  to  the  Pennsylvania  Proprietaries. 

Tliat  the  descriptive  part  of  the  Susquehanna  deed  was  written 
uu  an  erasure. 

To  this  it  was  answered  :  The  alteration  to  ok  place  before  signing, 
at  the  desire  of  the  Indians;  that  it  lessened,  instead  of  increasing 
the  boundaries.  That  the  deed  was  left  by  Col.  Dyer  in  the  hands 
of  an  agent  in  England,  from  whom  it  was,  as  is  alleged,  unfairly 
obtained  by  the  opposite  party,  who  had  it  in  possession  in  Phila* 
delphia  in  1782,  and  could,  and  would  have  produced  it  at  the 
Trenton  trial*  if  it  had  been  vitiated  by  interlineation  $  and  that  as 
they  did  not,  the  presumptions  were  all  in  favour  of  its  fairness. 

Surprise  having  been  expressed,  that  the  Six  Nations  should  so 
readily  have  made  (or,  if  you  please,  permitted  to  be  made  in  their 
name,)  a  deed  for  the  contested  territory,  against  the  remonstrance 
of  the  Pennsylvania  commissioners ;  and  the  still  more  powerlul 
influence  of  urgent  solicitations  to  sell  to  them;  we  beg  leave  to 
advert  to  a  suafc^estion  previously  made,  viz  :  that  the  Pennsylvania 
Proprietaries  were  not  favorites  of  the  Six  Nations,  for  the  reason 
that  they  had  declined  to  reeosmize  the  Deiawares  as  their  sub- 
jects,  but  had  persisted  in  regarding  them  as  nn  independent  people, 
and  as  such  making  treaties,  and  purchasing  lands  of  them.  Pride, 
jealousy,  revenge,  the  strongest  motives  that  sway  the  sava^ 
breast,  would  lead  them  to  thwart  the  wishes,  and  counteract  the 
policy  of  the  Proprietaries,  and  throw  themselves  into  the  embrace 
of  the  subtle  Yankees. 

The  Six  Nations  being  admitted  by  both  parties  to  have  been 
the  original  owners  of  tlie  land,  the  piil)lic  or  a  jury  of  the  country 
will  decide,  which  of  the  two  deeds  was  valid,  and  conveyed  the 
soil,  that  at  Albany  of  July  11,  1754,  to  the  Susquehanna  Com- 
pany, or  that  of  November  5,  1768,  at  Fort  Stanwix,  to  the  Penn- 
sylvania Proprietaries.  The  reader  vrill  remember  that,  as  a  his- 
torian, meaning  to  be  as  impartial  as  early  convictions,  and  long 
cherished  prejudice  will  admit,  I  only  dainiy  that  there  were  such 
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iMwwMtt  groaadt  to  bdUm  the  Connecticiit  title  jnet*  as  that 
kMieet  meD  might  have  given  their  assent  thereto»  and  be  joetified 

in  taking  every  legal  means  to  assert  and  defend  it,  until  the  question 

could  be  legally  adjudicated. 

The  great  trial  at  Trenton  will  be  fully  considered  in  due  chro- 
nological order  ;  when  unimpeachable  facta  will  be  presented,  lead- 
ing to  irresiBtible  conclusions,  which  will  create  astonishment  tiirougb- 
ottt  both  Connecticut  and  Pennsy  Wania. 

Autc.  —  The  It  ttcr  of  Mr.  Peters  to  Col.  Johnson  m  entitled  to  tpecial  ronsiJcrnlion.  f  ien-J- 
lick  enters  thoroughly  into  the  wi&hes  of  the  Proprietary  Government.  He  bad  been  -  aiatia 
ft  hearty  friand."  Ha  would  join  wich  Cd.  JohiMOii,  tod  taiipoit  Mm  In  any  neaMMi 
wUflbtlM  OovvnwNiitorFBiiiiqrlviaiadMldadi^togetild  of  tlw  CoottMlknt  deod.** 
"fiocuMO  lAort  itoa  no  other  way  in  the  world  to  gHHd  ^it,  bo  waM  liiftlMt  dc«nd  l» 
consider  with  you  what  will  be  the  hest  method  to  procure  the  meeting  of  a  coundl."* 
What  councin  Lookback  to  HendrickV  speech,  January  15,  1755  "We  rtn;r»^  with 
you  that  the  deed  should  be  destroyed.  We  agree  with  you  that  it  is  a  false  prrtccedinf. 
We  will  give  jou  our  aaaiitance^  but  you  know  that  we  cannot  destroy  the  deed  ma- 
oalfoi.  Thtl  woidd  bo  onolbor  tniittke.  It  would  bo  to  dp  m  bod  m  tbcj  liovo  dsMb 
It  rnnit  bo  tho  oet  of  tho  Coondl  of  Ibo  Six  NatMno." 

The  remarks  aro  loo  obvious  to  escape  attentbn,  and  they  weigh  on  the  mind  with  too 
tnucli  force  to  be  snppreseed.  That  if  the  deed  had  been  fraudulent,  if  it  had  been  withoot 
adequate  consi<Jt'niiK)n— if  it  had  been  agreed  upon  not  "at  any  pul.-lic  c<.)ui]cil,  hut  of  little 
knou  of  unaulhorucd  cbie£i,"  no  such  difficulties  would  h&vc  uitciposed  them«4:ive&  to  its 
ioilaiitt  iod^gnont  olgttMtaoD. 

It  nHty  bo  Imlnictiw  to  wtO  oo  anoaing  to  eontiut  tho  9000  ponndo  poU  hf  Uil 
taifMboaiio  OoBpiny,  wWi  tbo  onnrfdowlfan  poid  Ifae  ladhno  ftc  Ind  Wsw  Us 
mountains. 

The  deed  to  William  Fcnn^  to  which  we  in  paiticolar  lefiBr,  waa  ^vea  in  1665^  and 
ran  thus : — 

**  This  Inoemtobs  wmreaasTH,  that  We,  Packenah,  Jarckbam,  Slkala,  Partqueaott, 
lonK  EMipwaab,  SVIkltogr,  HoekaUappan,  Seooai»  fliaohkrii^  fiMeonga,  Wima, 
Ptoioiif,  Induui  Kiqgik  Sadiofoakef%  light  owoori  of  att  laadoi  fiom  Cfcoingqaiagaib 
called  DodL  Cicek,  unto  Upland,  called  Chester  Creek,  all  along  by  tbo  vest  side  of 

Delaware  river,  nnd  so  between  the  said  creeks  backwards  a-'  far  as  a  man  can  ride  in  fifxJ 
days  icUk  a  hiirsc,  tor  and  iti  a)risit!eration  of  these  foHowin^  ^thhIs  to  us  in  hand  {mid,  and 
aecuicd  to  be  paid  by  Vi  Ulium  J-'cnn,  Proprietary  and  Governor  of  the  province  of  Peno^lp 
tank  and  toniloiMO  tboioof,  vis:  90  guus,  20  fathomo  matdvcaat,  90  iatboma  Stnmdwaler, 
90  blankcUs  90  kettlea,  90  poanda  powder,  100  ban  dflead,  40  lomahawka,  100  knivei^  dO 
pairs  of  atodtlngs^  1  banet  of  heer,  90  poanda  red  lead,  100  fathoms  wampum,  90  glaao 
betllt  s,  30  pewter  spoons,  100  awl  blades,  300  tobacco  pipes,  100  hands  of  tobaooo^  fiO  tubaoeo 
tongH.  lH)  steels,  300  flints,  30  pair  of  scisstirs,  .'10  comba,  fM)  looking;  <:^1«s«e^,  SiK)  ni'edle^i, 
one  skippie  of  salt,  30  pounds  sugar,  5  gallons  molasses,  CO  lul  ii  tti  bdxi  s,  KXi  jew,^l.:ir[ 
20  hoes,  30  gimblets,  30  wooden  screw  boxes,  100  string  of  beads. — Do  hereby  acknowledge, 

etc.,  gitoB  adbf  oar  Immls,  &c.,  at  Now  Ciatbi  oeeoad  day  of  tbo  tlgblh  saaiil^  190^** 
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Commencement  of  Scuiemeat,  1769 — Ftnt  Pennymite  War—Conepicaoat  men  of  (be  two 
p&rliM  niMihtUad  tat  Uw  liekU-Ctpt.  Zeboloo  Butler,  OH  Jobn  DiirkM--DMii«M\  tlw 
GoiM,  U*0iiweU,  Shoemaker,  Slewut  mmI  otheti,  <m  the  part  of  the  Ytokece.  CapL 

^  Amos  Ogden ;  John  Jcnoinge^  Eoq  ,  Charles  Stewart,  with  Clayton,  Francis,  Dkk, 

Morris,  Ledlie  and  Craig,  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Penn — Capt.  Ogden  invested  in  Block-houte 
at  mouth  of  Mill  Creek — A  parley — Yankcrs  outwitted — Taken  prisooera  and  cent  to 
Easton  Jail— Liberated,  rvturn  and  take  i>os«e:>!iion  of  Wyoming — Fort  Durkee  built — 
Expedition  of  Col.  Fianda— Miacion  of  CoL  Dyer  and  Elderkin  to  Pbikdelphia— Capt. 
Ogdan  letuma— The  fetir-poaiider— Durltee  taken  priaoDar  and  aant  to  PldhdalpUa^ 
The  Fettaunndcia— Saeond  aipaUan  of  the  Yankaaa. 

Tu  Susquefaanmi  CoQtpany  having  completed  thrar  porchtae  of  tbe 
soil,  proceeded  to  make  amogemeiite  for  establuhtog  lettleiiieiits'at 

Wyoming,  possession  only  being  necessary^  in  their  estimation,  to 
render  their  utle  complete.  Their  purpose,  unquestionably  "was,  to 
do,  as  all  the  previous  companies,  cut  out  of  tlic  original  Plymouth 
Charter,  had  done,  namely,  to  obtain  n  confirmatory  charter  from 
the  King,  and  establish  at  Susquehanna,  an  independent  colony. 
FfWD  all  the  lights  before  us,  we  regard  the  proceedings  as  a  spon- 
taoeoos  uno&ial  movemeot  of  the  people  of  CoDoecticut.  Perfect 
maniiBiijr  wa«  not  to  be  expected.  The  aatare  and  history  of  man ; 
reaioa  and  6Xperieiioe»  preclude  the  idea.  Bat  we  are  confident  in 
the  opinioDr  that  a  people,  generally,  were  never  less  divided  open 
aoy  point  of  magnitiidei  than  those  of  Connecticat  on  this  subject 
One  thing  more  waa  deoMUMled  to  satisfy  the  law.  An  assent,  pre- 
vious or  subsequent  to  an  Indian  purchase  within  the  limits  of  the 
colony,  was  required  to  render  such  purchase  valid.  Accordingly  in 
May,  1755,  on  the  petition  of  Phineas  Lyman,  and  others,  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Susquehanna  Company,  reciting  their  purchase  of  the 
Indians,  and  praying  the  acquiescence  of  the  Assembly,  and  their 
consent  for  an  application  to  His  Majesty,  to  erect  them  into  a  new 
colony,  or  plantation,  it  was  among  other  things.  Resolved,  that. 
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They  (the  Legidatore)  lieraby>  aeoofding1y»  OMuiiftf t  thttir  imtf 
aequiesoeoce  tbereifi^**  etc 

Subsequently,  to  wit :  In  1789,  the  Agents  of  Connecticut  in  set* 
ting  forth  their  claim  before  the  Court  at  Trenton,  distinctly  declare, 
That  the  purchase  of  the  Susqueiiaiuia  udventurera  had  the  approba- 
tion of  the  Assembly. 

An  attempt  to  establish  a  colony  at  Wyominir,  in  1702  ;  the  mas- 
sacre of  twenty  of  the  settlers,  and  the  expulsion  of  the  remainder,  the 
sabtequent  year,  has  been  already  noticed.  The  purchase  of  the  soil 
from  the  Indians  by  the  Pennsylvania  Government,  in  1768,  has  beeo 
mentiooedL  And  now  eoimnenoed  the  itrife,  foot  to  loot,  nod  hnnd  to 
hnodt  of  the  conflicting  perties  for  the  pomession  of  this  beaalifiil 
Talley.  Gallent  ipiritSt  with  a  will  to  do»  and  courage  to  date,  net 
spirits  equally  gallant  and  determined.  We  approach  the  contest, 
still  known  in  the  common  parlance  of  the  country,  as  "  The  First 
Pennrjmiie  IVar."*  In  the  bosom  of  the  wilderness,  far  removed 
from  any  civilized  settlement,  extensive  plains,  beautiful  as  Persian 
groves,  or  Eden's  bowers,  the  pri/e  to  crown  and  reward  the  victor. 
Though  widely  separated  by  rugged  hills,  and  deep-tangled  forests, 
from  the  busy  mart,  or  the  church-warning  bell,  yet  were  the  com- 
batants fully  aware  that  the  eyes  of  anxioas  multitudes  were  npoa 
them.  All  Connecticttt  was  on  tiptoe  to  watch,  to  cheer,  and  to  wm^ 
tain  her  adventturous  cokniy  at  Wyoming.  Philadelphia,  the  first 
oityoB  the  continent— aboonding  in  wealth,  dbtingaisbed  lor  talents, 
with  such  portions  of  the  snmMinding  country  as  was  more  especially 
within  the  circle  of  her  iafloencet  gaxing  with  anxioas  suspense,  were 
eqoally  eager,  and  not  less  zealously  determined  to  stand  by  the 
party  that  had  nobly  volunteered  to  defend  the  honour  and  maintain 
the  riizlits  of  Peiuisylvanin.  The  respective  combatants,  in  no  incon- 
siderable di  uree  resembliniz  tlic  Roundheads  and  Cavaliers  the 
civil  wars,  the  preceding  century. 

Before  the  charge  is  sounded,  and  the  battle  begins,  each  partj 
most  be  traced  in  its  march  to  the  field  of  action. 

First,  then,  of  the  Sosquebanna  Company«^Pk«paratory  to  a 
recommencement  of  their  settlement,  a  meeting  was  convened  at 
Hartford,  in  1768,  at  which  it  was  resolved.  That  five  townships,  five 
miles  square,  should  be  surveyed  and  granted,  each  to  Ibrty  settlen, 
being  Proprietors,  on  condition  that  those  settlers  should  remain  upon 
the  ground,    man  their  rights**  as  was  the  phrase,  and  defend  them- 

*  "Pcnnymito"  and  "  Yankee"  being  the  ivrm%  by  which  the  pwtiM  WCVB  genenUy  do* 
Mfiiatid  al  Um  tiiM{  wwi avs  iiaed  bj  ua  in  no  imidkHM  " aenae." 
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Rf»lves,  and  each  other,  from  the  intrusion  of  all  rifol  claimnnts. 
Forty  wore  to  <?et  forth  \vithf>iit  delay  :  the  otbors,  fo  the  amount  in 
ail,  of  two  hundred,  were  to  follow  the  succeeding  Spring.  As  fur- 
ther emKMRBgement,  a  sum  of  two  hmidred  po«odt»  Connecticut  car- 
rency,  i.  e.  six  hundred  and  sixty-seven  dollars,  was  appropfwtod  to 
provide  impleiDeDti  of  husbandry  and  provisions,  (iaoltiding,  probn* 
bl^Tf  wins  wd  aiAmonitiony)  for  those  who  might  req«ife  assistaoee. 
To  those  two  hondred  who  emigrated  on  setting  rights*  must -he 
added  all  those  other  proprietors  of  the  Sutqoehamia  parehaee»  who 
eboee  to  take  possession  of  their  western  property*  Among  the  forty 
who  obtained  land  on  settlement  rightfi,  were  no  inconsiderable  num- 
ber of  substantial  farmers,  who  by  tfiis  means,  added  to  (h(  ir  other 
claims  as  proprietors,  the  choice  of  some  of  the  most  desirable  lots, 
embracing  the  inviting  river  bottonii*,  uiit(|imHeH  in  fertility.  Five 
townships  in  the  heart  of  the  valley,  were  allotted  for  those  adven- 
turers, to  wit; — ^WtUbesbarre,  Hanover,  Kingston,  PlynMutb,  and 

PittStOIL 

Snbsequently,  three  other  townships,  to  be  located  on  the  west 
linuKh  of  the  Sosqoehamia,  were  appropriated  to  fi>rty  settlers  each. 

Among  the  emigmnts  irom  the  east,  several  bore  parts  so  promt* 
aent  in  the  scenes  which  transpired  as  to  demand  a  porticular  intr»- 
dnedon  to  the  notice  of  the  reader.  The  "  Old  Pretioh  War,"  then 
recent,  had  developed  (he  talent,  and  called  into  action  the  energies 
of  a  large  number  of  young  men  in  the  colonies  of  New  England. 
Connecticut  furnished  her  full  complement  for  that  wnr.  Cnpt,  Ze- 
bulon  r»uller,  of  Lyme,  after  sharing  in  the  campaign  at  Ticonde- 
roga  and  Crown  Point,  in  1758,  cominaDded  n  company,  and  earned 
reputaiioo  at  the  taking  of  the  Havanna,  17d2.  A  brave  and  vigi- 
lant officer,  his  superior  manners  and  addrem  at  once  commtoded 
gaoeral  respect,  and  conciliated  the  attachment  of  his  soldisnk  Tine 
gentleman,  if  not  clothed  with  official  power,  was,  by  eommoo  con- 
seot,  regarded  as  the  leader  of  the  ConnectieDt  train.  Cnptnlne 
Dorkee  and  Ransom,  both  of  whom  had  seen  hoDoraUe  service  in 
the  French  war,  accompanied,  and  rallied  under  their  old  companion 
in  arms.  Full  of  enterprise,  never  doubtini;  the  entire  justice  of  the 
Connecticut  claim,  tired  of  the  piping  son^^s  of  peace,  they  sou;:ht 
action,  honour  and  independence  in  the  stirrinrr  scenes,  opening 
on  the  Susquehanna.  Obadiah  Gore,  £sq.,  with  his  seven  sons  (who 
will  figure  conspicuously  in  the  succeeding  pages,)  were  among  the 
early  emigrants.  Nathan  Denison,  from  Stooington,  a  descendant  of 
Capt,  Denison,  distinguished  in  the  old  Peqnot  wars,  mild  yet  firm. 
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grave  yet  ■eti^g,  oaiMlitiiltd  m&  «f  tiM  Munhitw  Nar  wm  the 

policy  neglected,  of  obtaining  friends  and  adherents  within  tiM  lialli 
of  Pennsylvania.  IIovv  effected,  no  account  remains;  but  above  the 
Blue  Mountains,  on  the  Delaware,  a  settlement  existed  near  by,  or 
embracing  Stroudsbur^,  the  present  seat  of  justice  of  Monroe  county, 
"whereof  a  number  of  the  principal  inhabitants  united  with  the  Con- 
necticut people,  and  entered  heart  and  hand  into  their  cause.  Ttie 
•id  ffff^f^  bf  time  FeBBsylvania  allies,  was  of  iIm  utmost  import* 
anee  to  the  aew  colony*  Bn«jimin  Sboemaker,  one  of  the  becutive 
GomoMttee*  wee  from  thie  aettkeNiiL  Joho  M'DoweU,  e  weelthy, 
htfi-toned  CnieeffODiee  Sootcluiieiw  beoeaM  e  tree  frieed  to  the  Yea* 
leei.  With  Highlead  eeelt  he  espoiMed  their  ceuMb  Hk  gteaeriti 
eed  pme  were  ever  tendered  to  the  snftrerai  whli  a  Higtilend 
Welcome."* 

Other  and  eflicient  aid  was  found  in  the  Stewarts,  Youngr,  with 
other  bold  and  daring  leaders  from  Hanover,  near  the  Susquehanna, 
then  in  Lancaster  county,  now  in  Dauphin,  who  will  presently 
appear  among  the  armed  combatants  upon  the  field  of  action. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Pi  oprietaiies  of  Pennsylvania  designated 
their  lcadem»  end  mersballed  their  forces  for  the  contest.  CheHet 
Stewart,  e  senreyor*  tceiaed,  like  Washington  and  Wayne,  in  the 
herdsbips  eod  deofon  of  a  fiifett4ile»  lo  lead  in  the  patlw  of  gkMry* 
etanda  Ibrth  meet  eonipionenriy.  He  wee  efterwerda  e  popular  end 
eiieieni  offioer  of  the  Pennsylvania  linet  and  lor  aome  tiae  en  eid  le 
Geeerel  Waabwigton.  With  hen  wea  eaaocialed  Cqrt.  Amoa  Ogdeii, 
and  John  Jenoingii  £ac^»  Ogden  nniting  to  the  traeat  ooaraga,  end 
untiring  activity,  an  intuitive  perception  of  all  the  arts  and  strata- 
gems of  war,  was  the  indefatigable  military  leader.  John  Jen- 
nings, Esq.,  High  Sheriff  of  Northampton  county,  was  the  civil 
magistrate.  These  three  constituted  the  Chief  Executive  Directorv, 
to  conduct  the  Proprietaries'  atfairs  at  Wyoming.  To  these,  a  lease 
had  been  executed  for  a  hundred  acres  of  land  for  seven  years,  open 
condition  that  they  should  eataUiah  an  Indian  trading  houae  theieonf 
and  daland  the  velley  Ifom  enefonehaMnt.t 

•  When  Death's  chrk  sir*  ani  I  ferry  o'er, 
A  time  that  surely  wiU  cumo; 

lo  HstMa  lliill',  I  sik  av  wiiii^ 

t«'lbiWfMB,*««i7sCdLFklUffmi,  " MMBh^  ITW,  MMw^tiisFiigsMMiiiif  fptts,a 
liit  of  fMtj  or  fifty  who  purchaMtl  on  the  expreaw  ooodition  of  delewliiig,  in  unm^  tht  pa^ 
■■■lion  oftliMv  knds  from  the  Connecticut  ckiuMOtai**  Co  thai  Um  plaa  of  manning  Adr 
figkU,  ms  iBMinii  to  both  ^Ulkm. 
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The  names  of  several  gentlemen  of  distinction,  besides  Ogden, 
appeared  in  this  war,  at  the  head  of  armed  nornpunies.  Asher 
Clayton,  Turbot  Francis,  Joseph  Morris,  John  Dick,  Andrew  Led! ie, 
and  Thomas  Craig,  were  among  the  best  ofiicers  of  the  Province. 
The  ktler,  by  the  merit  of  pertet  iliecipline,  and  tried  bnurery,  worn 

»nr  ice,  during  the  revolutionarjp 
war,  wtA  ww  afterwards  iMjoPigeiitiml  of  the  miliiia.  Im  declining 
wheo  I  koM  him*  b»  OMOMn  wm  bigUy*  patMhadf  bat  ba 
tabi  natbababitaoftbaaobiiarbadbaeoiiiefofiaadiDbkB^tbatte 
tbirty  yaara  ba  bad  not  alept  oa  a  bad.  At  oigbt,  a  blaokat  ar  two 
spread  upon  a  tabic,  eoMtttated  fak  moat  wdooaaa  coaeb.  Col» 
U lay  Ion  had  held  a  commission  in  1763,  in  the  Paxton  Rangers,  and 
was  probably  progenitor  of  the  distinguished  senator,  of  that  name, 
from  Delaware.  The  s(ki  of  Capt.  Dick,  rull  of  wit,  who  loved  hit 
jest,  his  bottle,  and  his  friend,  ttiough  residing  in  Northampton,  after- 
wards practised  law  in  Laiamey  a  geaerai  iiiLvorite»  and  successful 
advocate. 

It  will,  at  a  glaiice»  ba  aaea  tbat  loeb  partka  did  aot  iaeat»  tbai^ 
the  piua  at  isaos  was  greati  bi  aiare  mertenary  aoDtantioa. 

Stewartf  Ogden,  and  JeamagSy  ware  first  upoa  tbe  graftMl»  baviog 
arrivad  m  Janaary,  ITdO.  It  was  wiotar,  and  tbe  atilloese  of  deatb 
brooded  over  tlie  valley.  A  blook-hoiise  and  a  number  of  batiy  aaar 
the  confluence  of  Mill  Creek  with  the  Susquehanna,  a  mile  above  the 
present  town  of  Wilkesbarre,  left  by  the  massacred,  or  expelled  set- 
tlers of  17t>3,  were  easily  fitted  up,  and  atlorded  shelter  for  their  men. 
The  first  step  was  to  lay  off  two  manors,  embracing  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  finest  lands  on  each  side  of  the  river. 

Having  selected  tbe  heart  for  theaiseives»  the  Proprietaries  left 
the  reamioder  to  reward  tbe  ealarprise  of  aoob  firieods  at  migbt  ha 
able  to  render  aisiitanea  in  meetmg  with  defiance*  aod  lesistiag  whb 
aftcl,  tba  ''IIIOB0  trooptng**  Yankees  from  tbe  east 

fievaoleen  bandred  aod  sixty  ninet  waa  an  eienUal  year  in  Wye> 
nnng  history.  On  the  6lb  of  Febroary,  the  first  /er^>  tba  pnaaar 
detachment  of  Yankees  appwad  on  the  groaod.  Fhsdiag  tbeir  ei- 
pected  shelter  in  the  possession  of  an  enemy,  they  forthwith  invest* 
ed  the  biock-house  of  Ogden,  cutiin;^  oil  all  conitiiuiiicaiiun  with  the 
surrounding  country,  so  that  the  besieged  could  neither  obtain  fuel 
nor  venison  ;  and  demandetl  in  tiiename  of  Connecticut  the  surrender 
of  the  garrison,  and  peaceable  possession  of  the  valley.  Expected 
reinforcements  anxiously  looked  for,  not  arriving,  Captain  Ogden 
equally  readyt  for  fiiir»  open  iight»  or  the  subtle  wiiea  of  dtplomacyi 
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as  mifrht  be  best  adapted  to  his  condition,  or  calculated  to  effect  hn 
purpose—  liaving  only  ten  men  able  to  benr  arms,  one  f  uirth  only  of 
his  invading  f<)(\  determined  to  have  recourse  to  negociation.  A  very 
polite  and  conciliatory  note  was  addressed  to  the  cotmnander  of  the 
forty,  an  interview  respectfully  solicited,  and  a  friendly  conference 
asked  on  the  subject  of  the  respective  titles*  Ogden  proved  him- 
•etf  an  accomplislied  angler.  The  bait  was  too  tempting*  Fropo* 
to  a  Yankee  to  talk  over  a  matter,  especially  which  he  has  studied, 
■ad  believes  to  be  right,  and  you  touch  the  most  moeptible  chord 
that  Tibrates  in  his  heart*  That  they  eoald  out  talk  the  Pennynrites, 
and  convince  them  the  Susquehanna  title  was  good,  not  one  of  the 
forty  doubted.  Three  of  the  chief  men  were  deputed  to  argue  the 
matter,  viz:  Isaac  Tripp  and  Benjamin  Follett,  two  of  the  executive 
committee,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Vine  Elderkin.  No  sooner  were 
they  within  the  block-houf«e.  than  Sheriff  Jennings  clapped  a  writ 
on  their  slioulders.  "Gentlemen,  in  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Pennsylvania,  you  are  my  prisoners  I**  **  Laugh  where  we  must, 
be  candid  where  we  can.**  The  Yankees  were  decidedly  outwitted. 
By  common  consent  the  prisoners  were  transported  to  Easton  jaU, 
fuanled  by  Captain  Ogden  $  bat  accompanied  in  no  hostile  manner 
by  the  thirty-seven  remnants  of  the  forty.  Here  the  advantage  of 
having  friends  in  Pennsylvania  was  made  manifest.  No  sooner  waa 
the  key  tnrned  than  bail  was  entered  for  their  appearance,  the 
prisoners  were  set  at  liberty,  and  returned  immediately  to  Wyo- 
ming. 

This  was  the  first  scene  of  the  first  act,  of  the  Pennymiteand  Yan- 
kee war.  So  far,  some  ill  temper  may  have  arisen,  but  the  deep  feel- 
ings of  reveniro.  and  thirst  for  blood  had  been  oji  neitiu  r  side 
awakened.  Important  events  now  trod  closely  on  the  heels  of  each 
Other.  Ogden  had  gained  nothing  by  victory — the  Yankees  had  lost 
nothing  by  defeat ;  nay,  they  had  attained  their  object,  and  were^ 
without  any  act  of  violence  on  their  part,  in  peaceable  posseasion  of 
^'yoming* 

Mortified  at  the  result,  aroused  by  pride,  stimulated  by  the 
Fhtiprietariea,  Sheriff  Jennings  raised  the  posse  of  Northampton 

county,  and  accompanied  by  several  magistrates,  repaired  to  Wyo- 
ming, stormed  the  fortified  house  in  which  the  Yutik*  es  had  en- 
trenchcfl  themselves,  and  captured  nearly  the  wholn  pm  ty.  Trailed. 

tlie  New  England  men  had  been  to  an  almost  superstitious  reve- 
rence for  the  civil  law,  a  mni:istrate's  writ  served  by  n  ^hpnfT,  had 
something  too  awful  in  its  character  to  be  resisted.  Forthwith  aboat 
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thirty  in  number  were  miirched  to  Eastofi,  and  all  committed  to 
prison,  and  almost  irnjiiadiately  liberated  oii  bail.  Tins  vva^;  in  the 
month  of  March.  All  these  clianges  of  fortune  had  transpired  wiliiin 
ninety  days  oi  the  arrival  of  Captain  Ogden,  and  within  lesi  than 
sixty  from  the  appearance  of  the  forty  at  Wyoming.  Twice  cap* 
tared  and  sent  to  jail,  a  distance  of  sixty  miles,  through  a  dreary  wil- 
denieii,  in  the  depth  of  wintor  too»  it  migbt  well  be  iipegimwi  would 
have  cooled  tbe  ardor  of  the  moBt  impasaioiMd  laaloti^  Tkey  nttH 
haye  travelled  going  and  oooiiiig  twioe»  two  faondred  aad  forty  nilMb 
Yankee  peraeferance  and  enterpriie  were  rarely  em  ttore  cm* 
apietiously  exhibited  uncfer  deeply  diieouraging  cireiMMlaaeei.  Aad 
this  may  be  regarded  the  second  scene  of  the  first  act  in  the  drama.' 

The  additional  quutas  for  the  other  fuar  townships,  of  forty  each* 
making  one  hundred  and  sixty,  arrived  ui  April.  These,  with  the 
first  tbrty  returned  from  prison,  and  a  considerable  number  of  adven- 
turers who  held  shares  in  the  Susquehanna  Company,  constituting  ^ 
two  hundred  and  seventy  or  eighty  able  bodied  meaia  all,  assembled 
eo  the  river  banks,  where  Wiikesbarre  now  ttandB,  on  the  10th  <tf 
April.  The  block-bouse  at  Mill  creek  was  too  reaoote  hoot  the  flala 
near  the  dd  town  of  WywaoMek,  where  large  fielde»  Uh^  aiaoa 
denied^  invited  eoltivatora*  A  new  ibrtificaUon,  ealled  Fort  DuriDse^ 
after  the  new  comoander,  was  therefore  erected  on  tbe  banks  of  tbe 
rivar  at  Fidi'a  eddy,  (near  tbe  lower  line  of  the  boraoi^)  and 
twenty  or  thirty  huts  built  in  its  immediate  vicinity. 

Forts,  or  furiilications,  and  block-houses  arc  so  often  menti<Mfied 
in  this  and  the  succeeding  war,  that  I  cannot  doubt  but  the  reader 
will  be  plensed  with  a  brief  description  of  one  of  each,  which  will 
answer  for  all.  The  block-house  is  generally  a  square  building  of 
heavy  hewn  logs.  When  raised  to  the  height  of  one  atory,  the  timh 
her  used  for  joaita  or  beams,  are  projected  over  every  side  six  or 
eighl  leet-  Tbe  eecoad  atory  ia  bailt  up  of  tighter  logs*  placed  on 
tbe  ends  of  thate  prcjeetliig  tiartien,  tbe  whole  roofed  of  ooneM  wtlli 
[•cards,  shingles  or  bark.  Loop-hofea  are  formed  through  which  to 
five  on  an  approncbi^g  eneny.  Tbe  purpose  of  making  the  upper 
el ory  larger  than  the  lower,  is  to  enable  those  wbo  defend  the  block- 
house, to  throw  down  stones  (gathered  for  the  purpose,)  or  boiling 
water,  or  other  missiles,  on  the  heads  of  assailants  who  should  at- 
tempt to  forcu  tlie  door,  or  set  fire  to  the  building^. 

Forts,  or  fortiiicalions,  arc  built  thus.  The  ground  being  fixed  on, 
near  to  water,  a  square,  or  paraleilogram  is  traced  out,  of  a  size  pro- 
portiooed  to  tbe  nnmboc  to  be  sbeiterad  and  dsteded*  Tbat  btdil 
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subseqaeBtly,  at  Mil!  creek,  was  supposed  to  contain  half  an  acre. 
A  ditch  three  feet  deep  is  dug,  in  which  hewn  lo^,  eighteen  feet 
long,  Lire  placed  on  end,  cln«fe  tojrethcr  all  round,  exrept  at  the  four 
corners,  where  fianking  towers  arc  projected.  A  ditch  several  feet 
wide  10  tben  4cig  four  feet  from  the  upright  timbers,  and  the  dkt 
thrown  op  againet  them.  SometiiMi^  double  rawi  of  ttmbers  ire 
]ilaeed  roand  so  at  to  liraek  joiott.  Uiually  there  are  two  gate* 
wajB,  or  eirtratioee»  opposite  each  other,  strongly  faarrieaM. 
AroiMid  the  iBside,  against  the  wall  of  timbers,  butt  are  ereeted  6r 
the  aeeommodatton  of  lamiliest  or  messes.  Loop-holes  at  proper 
difftanoes  Ibr  firing  rifles  or  small  anas,  finish  the  work  witUa. 
Bometimes  a  covered  way  is  dug  to  the  water;  and  not  unfreqneotly 
wells  are  sunk  in  the  enclosure. 

Having  now  complete  possession,  the  Connecticut  people  entered 
with  alacrity  upon  their  agricultural  pursuits,  while  their  surveyors 
were  employed  in  runnlncr  out  the  five  townships  allotted  to  the  ac- 
tual settlers.  But  no  one  supposed  that  peace  and  security  were 
finally  yielded  them  by  their  alert  and  powerful  opponents.  Emy 
braeae  from  the  southern  mountain  awakened  fears  of  an  approaeh* 
Ing  enemy.  Capt.  Ogden  with  the  oivii  magistrate,  Sheriff  Jm- 
amgii^  thoQgh  absent,  had  not  been  idls^  but  having  racniiled  thsh 
ftms^  appeared  on  the  plaina  on  the  fiOth  of  May.  AHer  reeoi- 
noiterjttg  tin  position  nf  Uie  Yankees,  finding  it  too  strong,  and  their 
number  too  large  to  be  attacked  with  a  rational  prospect  of  success, 
they  withdrew  to  Ea.ston  ;  and  SheriiT  Jennings,  in  his  report,  in- 
formed the  Governor  that  the  intruders  mustered  three  hundred  able 
bodied  men.  and  it  was  not  in  his  f)0\ver  to  collect  sufficient  force 
in  Northampton  to  dislodf^e  them.  In  the  delightful  season  of  Spring, 
nature  unfolding  her  richest  robes  of  leaf  and  flower,  the  Susque- 
imnaa  yielding  boundless  stores  of  delicious  shad,  a  brief  IvKir  of 
repose  eeeassd  only  to  wed  the  Yankee  emigrants  more  strongly  to 
die  valley.  The  Iwantifiri  low  lands,  where  eearoely  a  atone  im* 
paded  the  ploi;ih»  oontrasted  with  the  iron  bound  shores  of  New 
land,  and  her  rook  oowed  fields,  was  a  prospeet  as  inviting  as  the 
plains  of  Italy  of  old  to  its  northern  invaders.  Snt  another  lores 
was  threading  the  paths  of  the  wilderness  tt>  attack  them.  Col. 
Turbot  Francis,  commanding  a  fine  company  from  the  city,  in  full 
military  array,  with  colours  streaming,  and  martial  music,  descended 
,  into  the  plain,  and  sat  down  before  Fort  Durkee,  about  the  20th  of 
June:  but  finding  the  Yankees  too  strongly  fortified,  returned  tO 
awatl  reinfmrfiemftnts  below  the 
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Knowins:  the  valoe  of  time  ia  strengthening  and  consolidating  iheir 
settlements,  for  every  day  that  accounts  of  the  richness  ot  those 
western  iandj  reached  Connecticut,  new  bodies  of  emigrants  set 
lorlh  £x  Wyoming ;  the  Sutquehanna  Company  molftd  to  disana 
the  energies  of  tke  Pit>prietaria»  fay  eaieriag  imo  negotiatioM. 
That  tba  objaei  wis  to  wmm  wtd  efeato  ddcy  till  the  muMom 
Bhtdd  hava  panad,  iva  inler  tMn  the  &ol  that  the  eoldny  of 
OoDiwelmt  diid  »ot  offimally  moive  in  the  mattert  nnd  the  great 
w^tfohability  that  the  CkwernMot  of  Femieylvania  ooald  be  inioeed 
to  make  either  coneessioa  or  eompromiee  with  Qj^nti  merelT  of  die 
Susquehanna  Company.  But  the  step  was  dictated  by  sound  poiicy« 
and  has  not  the  less  merit  that  it  did  not  succeed. 

Early  in  the  summer  two  distinguished  personages,  agents  of  the 
Susquehanna  Company,  viz:  Co!.  Eliplialet  Dyer,  and  Major  Jede- 
diab  £iderkin,  clothed  with  full  power  to  open  a  negotiation  with  the 
Ikioprietary  Government  for  a  settlement  of  the  controversy  re» 
^peeting  the  Wyoniag  lande,  appeaved  in  Philadelphia*  They  mm 
net  with  the  oourteiy  that  ever  has  distiagaithed  the  namierB  ef 
that  city  of  polished  geatlemen  of  the  oM  sehooi.  The  Hod.  Bi»- 
jamin  Chew  wes  appointed  to  ooofer  witfi  Messrs.  Dyer  and  SMerkia. 
Bat  to  their  propositiens*  to  snhmit  the  <|Qeetion  at  issao  to  a  ooort 
of  law,  or  to  arbitration,  a  respectful  but  decided  negative  was 
returned  in  answer.  Nor  did  the  Pennsylvania  authorities  for  a 
moment  uUerniit  the  vigorous  prosecution  of  measures  that  were  in 
trdin  to  throw  upon  the  disputed  ground  a  force  decisively  over- 
whelming. 

The  brave  and  indefatigable  Ogden  was  to  have  the  chief  military 
eenmand ;  yet  as  the  whole  bore  the  name,  if  not  the  charaeter  of 
a  eivil  mofementi  Sheriff  Jennings  of  Northamptoai  wee  elethed 
eelonHUy  with  the  difaetioD#  and  to  him  the  -Gowoer  issoed  his 
ofden.  They  oenelnde  thas  t  "  It  is  however,  wannly  ieuewMne«Jed 
to  you,  to  emrcise  on  this  unhappy  oocasion»  the  ntmost  discretion 
and  prudence,  to  avoid  the  efibsbn  of  blood ;  and  that  neiter  yea 
nor  your  party  strike,  fire  at,  or  wound  the  offenders,  unless  you  are 
at  first  stricken,  fired  at,  or  wounded." 

Sheriff  Jennings  commenced  his  march  with  about  two  hundred 
men,  well  armed  and  equipped  for  battle,  in  the  beginnin/r  of  Sep- 
tember. To  enable  him  to  comply  more  eiiectually  with  his  peace* 
ful  instructions^  an  artillery  company  constituted  part  of  his  forces 
An  iron  four  pound  cannon*  with  a  supply  of  cartridge  and  ball — the 
first  piece  of  ordnance  that  eiar  wm  ait  Wyeniipg»  had  been  hiuing^ 
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up  from  Fort  Augusta,  (Sunbury)  in  a  boat,  by  Captain  Alexander 
Patterson,  an  active  pariizaii  otiiccr,  the  most  eifective  of  Ogden's 
subordinates.  In  a  more  elevated  station,  and  a  wider  field  of 
action,  lliis  gentieman  wiii  again  be  presented  to  the  reader. 

As  Jennings  approached  the  valley,  Captain  Ogden,  who  was  al- 
ready on  the  ground  with  fifty  armed  men,  by  a  vigorous  and  weU 
timed  movement  seiied  Captain  Durkee,*  commander  of  the  Yankees. 
Too  yaluable  a  prise  to  be  risked  at  £attoD»  for  grater  safety  tbe 
priMoer  was  seat  in  irons  under  a  safe  escort  to  Phiiadelpblat  and 
there  closely  incarcerated  in  prison.  Immediately  after  this  suo- 
cessful  enterprise  Sheriff  Jennings,  and  his  pacific  oohort»  descended 
Irom  the  passes  of  the  mountain,  and  displayed  in  formidable  array  on 
the  plains  before  Fort  Durkee.  Their  commander  captured,  menaced 
by  a  force  so  imposing,  above  all,  that  terrible  four  pounder  destroy- 
ing every  hope  of  victory,  quelled  all  disposition  to  resistance. 
Being  sunHiioned  to  surrender,  articles  of  capitulation  were  entered 
into.  Three  ur  tour  leading  men  were  detained  as  prisoners.  Seven- 
teen men  were  to  remain  of  the  Connecticut  peopie»  to  gather  the 
ripening  harvest ;  all  the  othera»  without  eioeption,  were  to  leawe 
the  valley  immediately ;  the  property  being  private,  was  to  be  re- 
spected. Taking  up  theur  melancholy  march,  sad  as  the  exiles  from 
Paradise ;  men,  their  wives  and  littb  ones,  with  such  of  their  flocks 
and  herds  as  could  be  collected,  with  aching  hearts  took  leave  of  the 
bur  plains  of  Wyoming.f 

It  is  with  pain  we  record  the  fact  that  so  gallant  an  officer  as  Og- 
den,  should  sully  his  fair  fame  by  ucts  of  injustice  and  oppiessioii. 
No  sooner  had  the  mass  of  settlers  been  expelled,  than  in  violation 
of  the  articles  of  capitulation,  he  commenced  the  plunder  of  all  the 
property  remaining.  Cattle,  horses  and  sheep,  were  driven  to  mar* 
kets  on  the  Delaware,  and  the  seventeen  left  without  means  to  sustain 
themselves,  were  compelled  to  follow  their  exiled  friends  on  their 

«  Jolia  DQifcM,  tAcrwudi  CoIoihI  in  Uia  C?oiHi— rtti  ■my. 

tDwkM ud  hmwmpukm  im  not  Ibfistten  in  tbdr  cttfUMif,  A  mntS^  of  Ifai 

executive  coaunitteeof  the  Susquehanna  Company  held  at  Windham,  voted  that  Gfiy  poundff 
he  iminrdiitrlv  mi^ed,  and  forwarded  for  their  relief.  Thirtv-fmir  Jx^^mdsto  Captain  PiirVee  ; 
the  remfiiniii^' siTtrpn  to  be  appro [i rial td  to  the  use  of  Simeon  Draper,  Daniel  CYort'  Asa 
Luidington  and  i  hotuas  Bennetl,  six  pouud^  each.  It  wa^  lurther  voted — tluit  jLbenczer 
Btdtoa,  Capuia  Sikt  FmAb,  Wn.  Hinlbgt,  Esq.,  Capl.  BbmiaMrBaliiwio,  AAi.  Wok 
Oallup^  IncMMM  Mowly,  Esq.,  Majof  Eleuer  Tatoott,  Capt.  Jowph  E«ion,  Capt  R«licft 
Durkea,  Capt  Zebahm  Batler,  John  Jenkina,  John  Pitkin,  Ezra  Biiel,  Nathaniel  L&ndoo, 
Jeremiah  AnH,  Jonr^than  Pettibone,  Gad  Stanley,  John  SmitJi,  £a%a^  aad  Capt.  ObndiaJl 
Qon^  beacomnaitlwt  to  coUoci  and  forwud  Uwbomj. 


Digitized  by  Google 


HISTORY  OF  WYOMIKa.  ||3 

journey  to  Connecticut  No  life  having  been  lost,  not  a  wound 
having  been  received  by  either  side;  the  campaign  closed,  ih  '  Yan- 
kees havin^^  been  three  times  exj)cllerl,  leaving  the  valley  in  ua- 
disputed  possession  of  Ogdeo,  Jennings,  and  their  victorious  forces. 
Thus  doted  1769,  the  fint  year  of  the  far-famed  Pennymite  and 
Yankee  war  for  the  ponewion  of  Wyoming.  Bat  bolder  spirits 
irera  on  tbe  way,  and  scenes  of  deeper  interest  were  soon  to  be 
presented  on  the  stage. 
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17T0.  SuiWen  descent  on  Wyomini;— Reinstatement  of  the  Ynnkros— Cnptain  0<:<1rn  re- 
turns and  resumcibuold  quarters  ai  MtJl  Creek — A  fortunate  omen — ll'ia  Fort  invested 
bj  tlw  Yankaea— Bftttie— WUtiMn  Stager  kilbd— Tbe  ConiMctkat  party  dcfeated^B*. 
infeitsd  umI  ia  paMeMkm  of  the  four  poander,  Ihe  Yanlww  leacw  tb*  ilege  Stiniin 
inddento— Gov.  Penn's  appKcatbD  to  Gen.  Gage  Ibr  aid— ^onender  of  Foit  OgSnt— 
Proclamations  of  the  Governor— Captain  Ogden  returns — Masterly  address — Impetuoaa 
assault — Fort  Durkee  taken — Tht*  Yankees  for  tlio  third  time  oxncHf*) — VicissiiuJos — 
With  a  "  Hurrah  for  King  George '  the  Connecticut  clatiuant«  re^ri«e«»  Iheuiaeivea  of 
the  Valley. 

Thb  year  1770  now  dawns  upon  our  view.  It  is  the  depth  oC 
winter.  We  look  down  on  the  Talley  of  Wyoming,  the  past  aeam 
flo  animated  by  contending  factions ;  smoke  from  a  single  chimney 
is  the  only  indication  that  it  is  tenanted  by  a  human  being;  So 

perfect  had  been  the  conquest  over  the  intruding  Yankees,  their  ex- 
pulsion bu  co[iij)letc,  and  so  great  the  distance  of  their  furmer  homes 
to  which  they  liad  gone,  no  immediate  difficulty  was  apprehended 
from  their  return.  Indeed,  when  the  losses  they  had  sustained,  and 
the  evidences  exhibited  to  tlieni  of  the  j)r>wer  and  determination  of 
Pennsylvania  to  mainlam  her  territorial  rights,  were  considered, 
it  was  scarcely  doubted  that  so  prudent  and  calculating  a  people 
would  desist  from  any  further  attempt  to  establish  a  colony  on  the 
Susquehanna.  Captain  Ogden  therefore,  leaving  a  garrison  of  ten 
men  to  keep  possession,  and  take  charge  of  the  property,  marched 
his  victorious  troops  below  the  mountains,  where  they  were  dis- 
banded, while  he  and  his  able  civil  coadjutor,  the  spirited  and 
efficient  sheriC  Jennings,  repaired  to  Philadelphia  to  spend  a  part 
of  the  winter,  display  their  laurels,  and  enjoy  the  well-earned 
honours  of  victory.* 

.  •Adty  dimmiiialied  ferhoapttaKty  weuid  not  M  ta  Patooaw  tttthait  aimi|itiioM  tahlaa, 
fenUaman  who  had  aemd  ao  fidthfufly,  and  aooomptiabed  ao  moch  for  the  pnUic  inlflflMt 
and  their  own.  The  high-toned  Allen— the  couitaona  Chew-- the  proud  Wilting— the 
bat  profonnd  Peteia  datthtlaaa  tied  wiUi  each  gHw  wb»  afaanid  wndai  tin  anttrtaiwl  sf 
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Late  in  February  there  came  the  astounding  tidings  to  Captaio 
Olgdeo*  suddenly  arresting  the  flowing  tide  of  hilarity  and  enjoy* 
neot,  that  bia  garrison  had  been  rarpriaed  and  eipelled  by  a  aa- 
parior  fnroe.  TmmpU  alert,  he  was  inataoUy  in  motion ;  gather- 
ing a  few  tried  followen,  he  hastened  with  all  possible  celerity 
to  the  field  of  action.  Captain  Lasarus  Stewart,  firom  Hanover, 
in  Lancaster  county,  with  **fort^*  settlers,  who  had  accepted  from 
the  Susquehanna  Company,  a  township,  to  be  named  after  their 
p;irent  town,  having  with  him  ten  Connecticut  people,  appeared  in 
the  valley  the  beginninj?  of  February,  ousted  the  few  men  left  by 
Ogdcn,  from  their  comfortable  quarters  at  Fort  Dorkee,  but  did  not 
attempt  to  arrest  or  keep  them  as  prisoners. 

The  dread  cannon,  the  formidable  four  pounder,  was  the  first  ob- 
ject ofcoDoem.  It  had  been  carefully  housed,  with  ammunition  a 
good  store,  in  the  fortress  at  Mill  Creek,  from  whence  it  was  taken, 
and  with  emotions  of  pride  at  the  capture,  and  a  pleasing  sense  of 
aecority  from  thepossessbn,  traosportiKi  in  safety  to  Fort  Durkee. 

It  is  difficult  at  this  distant  time  to  determine  which  should  be 
regarded  as  most  extraordinary,  the  facility  with  which  the  Yankees 
were  taken  to  prison,  or  the  certainty  and  ease  with  which  they  es- 
caped. Our  story  left  Captain  Durkee  confined  in  the  Philadelphia 
jail ;  bv  what  means  he  obtained  his  freedom,  I  have  soujrht  infor- 
Ltion'in  vain ;  but  we  find  him  now,  with  unabated  vigo^  .nd  in- 
creased  zeal  at  the  head  of  the  Connecticut  forces. 

Sheriff  Jennings  oootd  not  accompany  his  firiend  Ogden,  but  the 
latter,  according  to  settled  policy,  choosing  to  be  attended  by,  and  to 
act  profittsedly  tinder  the  orders  of  a  civil  magistrate,  took  with  him 
a  deputy  shertflTfrom  Northampton.  On  arriving  upon  the  ground, 
Port  Djhrfcee  being  in  possession  of  the  Yankees,  strengthened  in  its 
de fences  and  well  garrisoned,  Captain  Ogden  with  fifty  men,  entered 
upon  his  old  quarters  at  Mill  Creek,  which  he  put  in  the  best 
posture  of  defence.  His  policy  wns  obvious  and  instantly  adopted, 
his  numbers  being  unknown,  to  keep  them  concealed  as  much  as 
possible,  to  appear  diffident,  not  venturing  out,  risking  nothing,  but 
seeming  busy,  as  if  adding  to  the  strength  of  his  fortress,  so  as  to 
indace  his  enemy  to  suppose  him  weak  and  waiting  for  reinforce- 

the  protectors  of  Wyominjj  from  Yankee  intrasion,  most  aeceptahle.  Pore  ^inf*  flowpil— 
braltiis  lit  the  victors  were  ({uatrtni — the  joke  paa^eU,  and  Ogden,  truly  a  moft  cai»ilui  mjldivr, 
•Murcil  ihcui  in  tho«e  moments  of  hiiarily  that  the  work  was  acconipliiibed — liie  four  pounder, 
iQpciiar  lo  *lf^  wm  the  pnoe-naker ;  and  h«  wm  conSdmt  thit  atfinr  mioClMT 
Tii*ii  TTiitil  hn  TIT  rtuTT  ^^'^"r  "-g  * — r"i     Tn^l^T^"l^r  * 
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ments,  by  tliis  ineatis  leading  them  from  too  much  coofideoed  lAlo 
Bomc  rash  act  that  might  expose  them  to  capture. 

A  tortunate  omen  had  already  occurred  to  inspire  hopes,  and 
ttimoiate  the  ardor  of  his  men.  The  Yankees,  to  avoid  awihenim 
mipicion^  Mere  to  come  into  the  Talley  in  small  detachments;  oiieeC 
lbofe»  consistiiig  of  tan  or  twelve  mefi»  who  had  learned  the  jmcomi 
of  Stewart*  but  were  act  apprised  of  the  arrival  of  a  Fenn^lvaiiia 
lorce»  appeared  cold  and  hungry^  before  the  gate  at  the  Mill  Creak 
fotreia,  not  doobUog  a  cordial  weloorae  from  especting  frasndi. 
Very  readily  were  they  adroitlad,  bat  instantly  arrested  by  the 
dt^puiy  sliuriU  as  |)ri3oners,  and  so  closely  confined  that  escape  was 
impossible,  and  their  arnvui  and  capture  was  unkoown  to  their 
friends  ot  Fort  Durkee. 

The  policy  of  Captain  Ogdcn  produced  its  desired  effect,  (as  after- 
wards the  affected  caution  of  Napoleon  at  Austcrlitz,  rendered  pre* 
iuroptuous  the  Russian  and  Austrian  generals,  and  terminated  in  their 
discomfiture*)  Major  Durkee  and  his  officers*  after  full  consultation 
vesolved  to  capture  Ogdeo  while  he  was  yet  weakt  and  befora  i» 
inforoements  should  enable  him  to  bid  them  defiance.  Heretofore 
the  Connecticttt  p^ple  had  acted  merely  as  c^vil  citizens  united  Ibr 
niotual  protectbn ;  they  now  assumed  a  more  martial  aspect,  and 
marched  out  with  the  Connecticut  flag  flying,  to  the  inspiring  music 
of  the  liic  and  drum. 

However  much  this  display  may  have  imparted  confidence,  and 
inspired  courage  among  the  Yankees,  Captain  Ogden  was  the  last 
man  in  whom  it  could  occasion  despondence,  or  create  the  slightest 
alarm.  A  negotiation  was  opened  immediately  after  the  besiegeia 
had  drawn  up  before  the  Mill  Creek  fortress*  Ogden,  to  reconnoiter, 
came  oat  with  a  flag  to  demand  their  purposeb  and  estimatn  their 
nombers.  Finding  their  strength  not  greatly  superior  to  hb  own.  ha 
retired.  Placing  the  deputy  sheriff  on  duty,  he  suddenly  roabed  out 
with  all  his  men  armed,  ordered  the  sheriff^s  officer  to  arvest  the 
whole  Yankee  array,  in  the  name,  and  by  authority  of  Pennsylvania. 
A  sharp  conflict  ensued;  the  Connecticut  people  were  defeated  with 
the  loss  of  one  man,  William  Stager,  who  was  shot  dead  on  the 
spot,  and  several  were  wounded.  This  was  the  first  bluod  slied  hi 
those  memorable  Penny  mite  and  Yankee  wars  for  the  possession  of 
Wyoming. 

'  Controversy  arose  as  to  which  party  was  responsible  for  firing  the 
first  gu  n,  and  occasioning  the  first  effiision  of  blood.  Such  an  inqoiiy 
on  this  occasion,  would  weai  to  be  nsaleiSy     r^guda  the  §fmnl 
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question,  as  unavailing  ia  tMs  particular  erne,  Tbe  Yankees  faera 
inarched  forth  in  niilitafy  array,  with  oMfftml  music,  their  guns 
loaded  with  ball,  to  eapture  Ogdeo.  By  et ery  mle  of  honorable 
war  he  bad  a  right  to  coiiaider  them  as  enemiea,  and  woald  haTe 
been  juttilied  in  opening  a  fire  upon  them  firom  hia  fiirtificaiiQi^ 
wtthoot  notkse  or  parley.  The  manner  in  which  they  came,  was  a 
declaration  of  war.  War  was  meant.  And  it  was  justifiable  to 
answer  war  wiih  war.  But  the  first  niaa  who  fell  was  one  of  the 
Connecticut  party,  and  it  roused  into  more  fiery  action  those  deep 
and  deadly  passion^,  which  t!ic  events  of  the  preccdinii  suiinuer  were 
calculated  to  awaken  into  bitterness.  But  there  is  another  reflection 
which,  in  justice,  should  be  recorded  in  association  with  that  just  et' 
pressed.  Was  this  the  commencement  of  the  contest  ?  Had  not  the 
Coooecticiit  people  been  eipelled  by  an  armed  force»  in  full  military 
array,  with  artillery  as  well  as  small  arms^  pointed  for  their  de- 
struction t  Was  not  this  in  fact,  the  earliest  decided  belligerent  de- 
noostration ;  an  nneqnivocal  act  of  wart  Leaving  the  decision  of  this 
point  to  an  abler  casuist,  or  a  less  partial  judge,  I  advance  to  the  siege 
of  Fort  Ogdcn. 

In  possession  of  the  cannon,  it  was  resolved  to  bring  its  power  to 
bear  on  the  enemy.  A  neighboring  hill  overJooked  the  Fort,  and 
completely  commanded  the  position  But  the  Yankees,  with  a 
respectful  caution  highly  complimentary  to  Capt.  Ogden's  prowess, 
did  not  choose  to  risk  the  piece  within  reach  of  a  sortie  of  their 
intrepid  enemy.  A  slight  redoubt  was  therefore  thrown  up  on  the 
western  river  bank,  directly  opposite  the  fortifieation.  The  camMn 
^ras  transported  across,  and  mounted  ready  for  actbn.  The  piece 
had  to  be  elevated,  Ibr  the  fort  was  not  less  that  fifty  feet  above  the 
level  of  the  gun.  The  distance  between  the  two  points  was  about 
sixty  rods.  Lhtle  skilled  in  the  science  of  projectiles,  it  would  not 
be  expected  that  the  Yankee  farmers  could  manage  their  artillery  so 
as  to  produce  a  very  powerfnl  etfect.  But  on  the  16th  of  April,  they 
opened  their  fire.  Never,  before,  had  echoes  of  those  mountains  been 
disturbed  by,  and  answered  to  a  voice  so  tremendous.  Shot  after 
ahot  was  sent  booming  across  the  Susquehanna;  day  after  day,  roar 
succeeded  roar,  but  to  the  astonishment  of  all,  without  doing  the 
least  poiBil>le  execution.  Time  was  too  preeious  to  be  thus  wasted. 
Reinforcements  nught  arrive.  The  cannon  was  removed  to  the  eus^ 
em  shore«  and  Major  Dttrkee»  having  received  an  aoeession  to  hb 
fymoB,  marched  up  a  second  time  in  military  array  to  invest  the  fort 
IXviding  his  mea  into  three  divisions,  each*  with  all  possible  de^ 
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spa ich,  erected  a  breast-work;  the  cannon  was  mounted  in  the  one 
under  his  immediote  coaimand.  A  spirited  firf;  was  opened  on  iUe 
stockade.  The  siege  gave  rise  to  a  gallant  net  on  the  part  of  the  Yan- 
kees. A  storehouse  adjoioing  the  fort,  strong  and  well  manned,  w  as 
itormed,  set  on  fire,  and  burnt  to  the  ground,  by  which  most  of  the 
▼aluable  articles  for  peace  or  war,  beloogiog  the  FeonsyWaiiia  party, 
were  entirely  ooosuined. 

'  Capt.  Ogden  had  failed  in  no  part  of  the  duty  of  an  abJe  officen. 
Immediately  after  his  attack,  in  March,  he  had  despatched  a  trusty 
messenger  to  the  Governor,  stating  his  sitoatbn,  urging  the  neceacity 
of  immediate  aid,  and  saying  he  would  defend  his  posiUon  to  the 

utmost  extremity,  or  while  there  was  hope  of  relief. 

Governor  Penn  was  in  no  condition  to  comply  with  ihe  request. 
A  <i:n  k  (  loud,  portending  a  storm,  lowered  in  unutlier  quarter.  The 
dispuics  1;(  Lween  the  colonies  and  the  mother  country  seemed  rapidly 
festering  into  an  open  contest.  The  massacre  at  Boston  had  taken 
place  on  the  5th  of  the  month,  and  lurid  flames  of  threatening  war 
shot  up  from  every  point  of  the  surrounding  horizon.  He,  therefore, 
applied  to  Gen.  Gage,  commander-in-chief  of  his  Majesty^s  forces  in 
North  America,  whose  head-quarters  were  then  at  New  York,  for 
assistance  to  suppress  what  was  considered  the  lawless  and  unprii^ 
ctpled  invasion  by  the  Connecticut  people,  of  the  peaceful  and 
assured  territory  of  Pennsylvania.  Such,  it  seems,  Gen.  Gage  did 
not  regard  it.  His  reply  is  important,  not  only  as  it  shows  his  own, 
but,  jjiubably,  as  it  exlnbiLa  liie  geiieral  upiiiiun  ul  tiie  country  m 
regard  to  the  contest. 

"New  York,  April  1-3, 1770. — The  troops  m  ail  the  provinces  have 
orders,  in  general,  to  assist  the  civil  power,  when  they  shall  be 
legally  called  upon ;  but  the  niTair  in  question  seems  to  be  a  dispute 
conoernin^r  property,  in  which  I  cannot  but  think  it  would  be  kigJUff 
imprfiper  Ibr  the  King's  troops  to  interfere." 

No  aid  arriving^  and  the  sicige  being  pressed  with  vigour,  a  Bag 
sent  in  by  Major  Durkee,  led  to  negotiations  which  terminated  in 
the  surrender  of  the  fort.  Articles  of  capitulation  were  entered  into 
on  the  99th  of  April  Capt  Ogden  was  to  retira  from  the  valley ,  w i  t  h 
all  his  forces,  in  three  days,  except  that  to  take  care  of  his  property, 
which  was  to  bo  respected,  six  men  were  to  be  left  in  possessioji  of 
one  of  the  houses.  To  the  surprise  of  the  bcsieiiers,  and  the  doliulit 
of  the  captives,  the  party  of  Yankee  prisoners  were  discovered  and 
released,  alter  more  than  a  month's  eoniiQement,  so  rigocxMis,  thai 
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tbey  had  iiot  been  able  to  give  their  frieods  the  least  intimation  of 

their  captivity. 

The  nicer  iaws»  which  tend  so  much  to  soften  the  asperities 
and  relieve  the  distreatet  of  war,  unhappily  were  but  too  slightly 
regarded  on  either  skle*  Jostifying  hit  oooduct  by  that  of  Capt. 
Ogdeo  himself,  to  the  seftenteea  Connecticttt  peoplot  left  to  keep  pos- 
senioDy  by  the  articles  of  capttulation  the  previous  AutuiuD,  Major 
Ditrkee  proceeded,  very  musereoMmiously,  to  expel  the  six  as  very 
ttDweloome  neighbours,  indeed,  as  spies  on  his  proceedings,  and 
•coording  to  establnbed  usage  on  both  sides,  or  in  the  homely  adage 
of  the  time,  tit  for  tat,"  he  relieved  them  from  the  charge  of  what 
property  had  been  left  under  their  care.  This,  howcvLi-,  was  not  all 
demanded  by  prudence,  and  justified  by  the  laws  of  war.  The  fort 
was  stron^T — the  adjacent  buildings  comfortable.  With  the  force 
then  under  iiis  command,  to  spare  a  suitable  detac lament  to  garrison 
the  plaee  was  impossible.  If  left,  it  vras  apprehended  that  the  Penn* 
sylvania  party 'would  retake  possession,  perhaps  with  more  ordnance, 
and  greater  numbers,  and  bid  defiance  to  all  the  power  of  the  Yan- 
kees to,  dispossess  him.  After  full  consultation  it  was  resolved  to  set 
fiiB  to  the  Ibrt,  and  level  the  whole  establishment  with  the  earth. 
Eight  years  previous,  the  first  habitatums  of  white  men  had  been 
erected  on  this  spot  by  the  unfortunate  settlers  of  1702,  which  had 
been  preserved  by  the  Savages,  when  they  massacred  or  expelled  the 
Conncciicut  people  from  the  Valley.  The  aspiring  flames  were  a 
grand  but  melancholy  sight,  awakening  sad  recollections  of  the  past, 
and  gloomy  forbodings  for  the  future.  But  the  position  was  too 
admirably  chosen  to  be  long  neglected. 

Reader,  as  we  turn  from  this  scene  of  destruction,  I  beg  leave  to 
remind  yoti  that  we  shall  look  in  upon  it  again,  ere  long,  under  more 
pleasing  auspiees. 

No  sooner  had  the  news  reached  Philadelphia,  than  the  Executive 
published  a  proclamation,  denouncing  what  he  conceived  the  high- 
handed, and  outrageous  conduct  of  the  intruders. 

Writs  were  issued  by  the  Su[)reme  Court  for  tlie  arrest  of  several 
of  the  Yankee  leaders,  for  whose  capture  a  large  reward  was  offered; 
under  the  authority  of  whirh  T.f\zRni«^  Stpwart  w?i'^  mnde  prisoner 
whik  on  a  visit  below  the  mountains.  By  the  aid  of  partizans,  with 
some  violence  to  the  officer,  he  succeeded  to  make  his  escape. 

Planting  time  had  come.  Peace  reigned.  Wyoming  was  in  the 
undisturbed  poesessioo  of  the  Yankees*  The  luscious  shad  again 
came  up  In  countless  myriads,  inviting  the  toil-worn  emigrants  from 
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the  dangers  of  the  field,  to  the  sports  of  the  stream,*  from  the  half 
famished  abstinence  of  the  camp,  to  feast  on  the  richest  of  nature's 
dainties.  Hope,  and  joy,  and  confidence  began  to  prevail.  Every 
new  detachment  of  adventurous  settlers,  and  especially  one  under 
the  command  of  Capt.  Butler,  whose  presence  had  been  anxiously 
looked  for,  was  hailed  with  shouU  of  welcomfi.  Settlements  ooid- 
menced  on  the  west  side  of  the  riTer,  were  proiecuted  with  spirit* 
Old  Forty  fort,  so  celebrated  in  the  fotnre  history  of  Wyoming,  was 
begun.  More  distant  positions  were  explored,  David  Mead  and 
Christopher  Hurlbat,  BsqB*>  the  principal  surveyors  on  behalf  of  the 
Susquehanna  Company»  with  untiring  amdnity  again  foUowad  the 
compass  over  hill  and  dale,  in  locating  and  lotting  the  several  towii» 
ships  set  off  for  actual  settlers. 

Spring  passed  away  without  the  appearance  of  an  enemy;  sum* 
mer  followed,  and  not  a  foe  had  disturbed  tlieir  repose.  Rich  har* 
vests  were  ripening  to  crown  their  labours,  and  a  feeling  of  security 
would  have  pervaded  the  breasts  of  iho  most  timid,  were  it  not  kic 
the  recollection  of  the  untoward  events  of  the  preceding  fall. 

Disappointed  in  his  application  for  assistance  from  Gen.  Gage, 
Governor  Penn  viewed  the  aspect  of  affiurs  at  the  north,  with  the 
eitremest  embarrassnient,  almost  amounting  to  despair.  Bui  the 
arrival  of  Capt  Ogden,  his  ^thful  military  commander,  reanimated 
his  desponding  hopes,  and  he  resolved  to  make  a  vigorous  eiort  to 
regain  possession  of  the  disputed  ground— Moral  as  well  as  physical 
Ibrce  was  brought  into  action^---On  the  28th  of  June  a  proclamation 
was  issued,  referring  to  the  events  which  had  recently  transpired  at 
Wyoming,  and  forbidding,  under  severest  penalties,  any  person  from 
making  a  settlement  there,  unless  by  the  authority  of  the  |)roprie- 
taries,  or  their  lessees,  §tewart,  Ogden,  and  Jennings.  The  utmost 
force  that  could  be  assembled  for  the  occasion,  was  raised,  and  placed 
under  the  orders  of  Capt  Ogden,  with  directions  to  repair  to  the 
tcene  of  action,  and  dispossess  the  Yankees  if  in  his  power.  Again,, 
with  characteristic  consistency,  the  military  was  marelied  under  tbo 
ostensible  auspices  of  the  civil  authority.  The  official  term  of  Sheriff 
Jennings  had  expired,  and  Aaron  Van  Campen,  Esq^  a  magistrate^ 
whose  seal  bad  previously  led  him  to  take  an  active  part  in  the  cob* 
troversy,  was  selected  to  accompany  the  oonunander  on  his  espeditioii. 

*  Ml*.  Young  ptntrs  thnt  tho  first  rvAh  i\etM  wpr«  TnR(!f*  nf  willow  IwTrrlis,  wovon  in 
meshes  together.  Ropes  werv  made  oi  bark  of  trees,  or  long  grape  viiwSi  But  m  iU>ui)«Iaiit 
Were  the  Gah^  a  boundless  profusion  was  taken  hy  tliose  seines. 
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So  difficult  had  it  become  to  raise  reernitSy  that  it  was  late  in  Sep- 
tember before  he  armed  oa  the  eastern  mountain  that  oveiiooks  the 
▼alley. 

Surprise  will  natorally  be  eicited»  that  the  powerful  province  of 
Fennsylvania  did  not  at  once  raise  and  maintain  a  force  of  sufficient 
strength  to  expel  the  Connecticut  people,  and  to  build,  arm,  and 

garrison  two  or  more  forts,  in  suitable  positions,  effectually  to  put  an 
end  iQ  all  hope  of  making  a  permanent  settlement  at  Wyoming.  A 
popular  government  in  a  cause  deemed  just,  possessing  the  wealth, 
the  nuinbtj^rs,  and  llie  resources  of  Pennsylvania,  could  have  cmshed, 
like  an  egg  shell  in  the  hand  of  a  giant,  all  the  power  which  the 
Susquehanna  Company  had  yet  been  able  to  concentrate  on  the 
Susquehanna;  for  the  colony  of  Connecticut^  biding  its  time,  cau- 
tiously watdiing  CTents,  Ind  as  yet  neither  committed  itself  by  a 
direct  recognition  of/nor  lent  the  least  official  aid  to  the  measures 
adopted  for  the  settlement  of  Wyoming,  further  than  to  express  their 
assent  to  the  formation  of  the  company,  the  purchase  of  the  Indians^ 
and  the  proposed  application  to  the  kini^  for  a  charter  to  the  new 
colony.  Had  the  Proprietary  Governrneal  aroused  itself  witli  be- 
coming Sjjirit,  and  put  fortii  at  once,  with  decisive  energy,  all  the 
strength  the  occasion  demanded,  Connecticut  would  probably  have 
postponed  tfie  avowal  of  her  claim  to  jurisdiction  until  a  more  in* 
viting  season. 

Doubtless  the  inefficient  movements  on  the  part  of  the  Proprietary 
Government  are  to  be  ascribed,  principally,  to  its  own  unpopularity. 
It  is  sufficient  that  we  advert  to  the  long  existing  contention  between 
the  people  of  the  province  and  the  proprietaries,  in  respect  to  tax* 
ation  chiefly,  and  the  jealousy  existing  because  of  their  immense,  and 
as  it  was  deemed,  unreasonable  land  monopoly,  connected  with  nu- 
merous other  points  of  lesser  magnitude,  exciting  feelings  of  mutual 
distrust  and  enmity,  paralysing  almost  every  effort  of  the  Governor, 
either  for  p:ood  or  evil.  The  contest  at  Wyonung  was  a  dispute  res- 
pecting tht  soil.  The  best  part  of  the  valley  it  was  known,  had  been 
surveyed,  nnd  approprinted  to  the  proprietaries  themselves.  With- 
out scrutinizing  vei  v  closely  the  origin  of  titles,  the  people  sym* 
pathised  very  generally  with  the  Wyoming  §eUler$t  and  no  incon* 
siderable  number  wished  success  to  their  cause. 

We  have  before  stated  that  there  were  three  paths  (roads  they 
could  not  be  called,)  to  Wyoming.  The  old  warrior's  path,  by  way 
Jt  <if  the  l.ehi  water  gap  and  Fort  Allen,  commg  into  the  valley  a  mile 
below  Soioroon's  Creek,  in  Hanover ;  the  path  from  the  Delaware  at 
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Coshutunk,  (where  was  a  small  Yankee  settlement.)  wh'wh  came  in 
through  Cob's  Gap  to  the  Lackawana,  at  Capouse  meadows,— the 
other  from  Easton,  through  the  Wind  Gap,  near  the  line  of  the  pre- 
sent turnpike.  By  the  latter  way,  all  the  military  expeditions  had 
heretofore  invaded  the  valley,  and  that  alone  waa  watched  by  the 
Yankee  sentinels.  Aware  of  this  fact,  with  far  more  tact  than  wras 
displayed  by  his  adversaries.  Captain  Ogden  took  the  old  warrior 
path,  marched  with  celerity  and  secrecy,  and  on  the  2lBt  of  Septein- 
ber*  encamped  on  the  head  waters  of  Solomon's  Creek.  Kindling  no 
fire,  creating  no  smoke,  giving  no  ;ilai  m,  early  the  next  morning  this 
g;ili;int  leader  look  a  position  from  uhicli,  with  his  telescope,  he 
couid  bring  the  greater  part  of  tlio  valley  under  his  eye.  All  was 
quiet ;  the  settlers  were  unconcernedly  engaged  in  their  usual  occu- 
pations. The  husbandmen  repaired  each  to  his  own  field,  with  Wis 
hands.  The  population  was  thus  divided  into  little  parties  of  from 
three  to  six,  through  the  flats,  and  along  the  meadows.  Ready  to 
conceive,  and  prompt  to  execute,  this  most  able  commander  instantly 
divided  his  force,  consisting  of  one  hundred  and  forty  men,  into  de- 
tachments of  ten,  each  under  an  approved  leader,  and  directed  them 
to  hasten  noiselessly  and  secretly  to  the  fields,  and  seize  upon  the 
laborers.  The  plan  succeeded  to  admiration.  A  constderable  por- 
tion of  the  sculcment  fell  into  his  power,  and  were  immediately  ?ent 
to  Easton  jail,  while  the  remainder  fled  for  refuge  to  Fort  Din  kee. 
Captain  Oijden  withdrew  to  his  l/ivonne  of  tiic  preceding  iiifiht  on 
the  mountain,  but  m  a  way  that  left  no  suspicion  that  he  had  not 
entered  by  the  usual  route.  The  night  was  one  of  unexampled 
gloom  and  confusion  in  Fort  Durkee.  The  position  and  number  of 
their  invaders  were  unknown,  but  it  was  presumed  to  be  powerful ; 
for  it  could  not  be  supposed  that  the  enemy  was  unapprized  of  the 
accession  of  numbers,  who  had  emigrated  during  the  summer  from 
Connecticut,  or  that  they  would  attempt  to  dislodge  them  without 
adequate  preparation.  A  hr^c  number  of  their  men  the  Yankees 
knew  were  made  prisoners,  and  immediate  assistance  was  deenietl 
necessary.  Four  men  were  therefore  selected  to  carry  tidinjzs  of 
their  disaster  to  the  friendly  settlement  at  Co^^hutllnk,  and  solicit  all 
the  forces  in  their  power  to  muster.  A  step  so  probable,  the  Yan- 
kees imagined  the  enemy  would  not  fail  to  foresee  and  counteract. 
Taking  it  for  granted  that  the  passes  by  the  usual  Minisink  road,  aad 
the  generally  traveled  central  way  would  be  guarded,  the  Yankee 
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messengers,  as  directed,  sought  to  evade  the  Tigilanoe  of  the  foe  by 

taking  the  much  neglected  warrior's  path.  Scarcely  had  they  as- 
cended ihe  mountain,  when  they  found  themselves  prisoners  in  the 
presence  of  Captain  Ogden.  The  confused  state  of  Fort  Uurkee  ^vas 
ijo  suoiier  learned  from  the  reluctant  captives,  than  with  a  prompti- 
tude that  would  have  done  honour  to  Bonaparte,  in  his  early  Italian 
campaignsi  Captain  Ogden  put  his  men  in  motion— stormed  the  Fort 
with  such  an  impetuous  rush,  that  Captain  Craig,  who  led  the  Tan* 
gave  the  first  alarm  by  springing  into  the  midst  of  the  astonished 
maltitude.  Bat  the  armed  men  did  not  yield  without  a  short,  but 
severe  struggle.  Several  lives  were  lost,  and  Captain  Butler  was 
only  saved  from  a  bayonet  aimed  at  his  breast,  by  the  noble  humanity 
and  timely  interposition  of  Crai^.*  Severely  hurt,  Captain  B.  was 
taken  into  the  hut  of  Mr.  Beach,  aad  had  his  wounds  dressed.  Ten 
years  afterwards  these  two  gallant  ofTiccrs,  and  Major  John  Durkee, 
makin?  a  third,  found  thcm«o!ves  each  in  the  command  of  a  regiment, 
in  their  country's  service,  eiiicicnt  supporters  of  the  cause  of  Inde- 
pendence, respected  and  beloved.  Captain  Butler,  Mr.  Spalding,  and 
a  few  of  the  most  prominent  of  the  Yankee  leaders  were  honored 
with  the  distinction  of  being  sent  to  Philadelphia  for  imprisonment, 
while  the  others  were  escorted  to  the  jail  at  Eastoo. 

All  the  Connecticut  possessbns  were  now,  as  on  the  preceding 
autumn,  abandoned,  and  the  whole  labor  of  the  summer  fell  into 
the  hands  of  their  Pennymite  foes.  Mr.  Beach  and  family  started 
down  the  river  in  a  canoe ;  tarrying  a  night  at  what  is  now  Beach 
Grove,  they  liked  the  |)lace,  and  made  a  settlement.  The  property 
lost  was  by  no  means  Iricousulci  ahlc,  and  the  soldiers  of  the  suc- 
cessful party  were  richly  rew  arth  ti  with  \\\c  plunder. 

Agam  Ogden  retired  from  ttiis  fourth  etiectual  expulsion  of  the 
Connecticut  people,  not  doubting  now,  after  this  signal  overthrow, 

♦Captain  Thnmas  Crai<j  was  a  native  of  AUentown,  Northampton  county.  On  thw  inva- 
non  he  cominandod  a  company  under  Ogtien.  Lteading  the  storming  party  he  stepped 
fightly  ia  advanes  of  lus  men  and  speaking  lov  to  the  aeirtindi  a  friend^  threw  him  his 
gtMid,  koodtod  him  down  mid  enlovd  tho  fort  m  stated.  EoHjr  in  tho  Rovolatiooary  war, 
Captain  Craig  lad  aoompanj  iotoaarvioe  nnder  Washington,  and  low  to  th«  command  of  a 
regim<^nt.  Not  only  was  he  brave,  but  constitutionally  impetuous.  He  was  at  Qtnabeo^  in 
the  luttlos  of  Hrrnnntown  and  Monrnniilh,  and  at  tho  taking  of  Lord  Cornwallis. 

Hi#  jiifrrjtid  ititil  laimanc  conduct  in  Rtorming  the  fort,  nnd  preserving;  tho  prisonerft  from 
slaughter,  entitle  tiiiu  to  our  esteem.  Though  brave  r.s  eitiier,  in  his  social  walk»  he  re> 
■Vtbled  Mars  Antony  lather  than  Sdpio.  Having  quit  tho  tented  field,  he  sought  ezdto- 
moot  and  pitaBQi«v  andd  tho  iilics  and  the  loeea,  with  the  blond  and  thefamnetle  heantieaof 
Che  stream  and  hill,  in  old  Northampton.  Colonel  Ciaig  Kved  tothe  tOTf  advanced  ift  of  9t 
7M«i%  having  depaitod  thie  lile  in  Jannai;  ISSA 
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that  the  oonteit  was  at  an  end,  and  the  FhiprietariM  tecmd  in  the 
peacefal  poneasion  of  the  valley  forever. 
A  small  garrison  of  twenty  men  was  left  as  before,  to  take  charge 

of  the  property,  until  the  lessees  should  come  out  early  in  the 
spring,  to  resume  their  engagement  to  erect  a  suitable  house  and 
open  a  trade  with  the  Indians. 

But  the  Susquehanna  Company's  forces  were  like  the  Arab  cavnlrr, 
or  the  far  sweeping  hurrah  of  the  Cossacs  of  the  Don;  however  oliea 
forced  to  retreat,  they  renewed  the  struggle  again  and  again,  with  ten- 
fold vigor.  Though  the  middle  of  December  was  passed,  the  second 
year  of  the  Ptonymite  and  Yankee  war  had  not  terminated.  On  the 
18th  of  that  month,  suddenly,  without  the  slightest  previous  notice^ 
a  **  Hurrah  for  King  George  !"  started  the  sleeping  garrison,  toe 
oonlidently  secure  even  to  keep  a  sentinel  on  duty,  and  Captain  La» 
rus  Stewart  with  thirty  men,  took  possession  of  the  fort  in  behalf  of 
the  colony  of  Connecticut.  Six  of  the  garrison  escaped  nearly  liaked 
to  the  mountains ;  tlie  others  were  as  unceremoniously  expelled  as 
had  been  the  previous  Yankee  tenants.  The  fugitives  hastened  to 
give  information  to  Captain  Oi?dcn,  who  in  i[ic  midst  of  festal  en- 
joyment, and  the  sweetest  of  all  adulation  to  the  ambitious  mind,  that 
of  plaudits  to  a  victorious  chief,  was  once  more  astounded  with  the 
heart-sickening  annunciation,  that  his  thrice  conquered  Wyonoiog 
was  lost,  and  the  audacbus  Yankees  were  again  in  foil  possessioD. 

Thus  closed  1770,  an  ever  memorable  year  la  our  iBleresting 
annals. 
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1771. — — Cnpt.  Ogdrn  with  incrpai?rd  force  fpturns — Summons  Fort  Durkec  tostirrender — 
BuilJt  Fort  Wyomirif^ — Buttle — Nathan  Ogden  inortnlly  wounded — Kort  Durkce  aban* 
Uuici] — A  reward  offered  fcjr  Capt.  Stt-wart — Fart  W  yomiug  invested  by  CapL  Buiier — 
The  t'uur-pounder  brought  into  action — Pepperage  Log  Cannon— R^ouurkable  feat  of 
courage  and  oondiMt  on  tiko  put  of  Capt.  Ogden— Ho  oteapeo  to  tbo  Citj— C^ioino  Dick, 
Miirrit,  CUjton,  LodBo  and  Ogdon,  faoiton  with  their  oompMiMi  lo  tbo  vdiof  of  FoiC 
Wyoming — Soldierly  conduct  of  Capt.  Butler^-Ambuih  and  victory — Captaina  Dick 
and  Ogden,  with  Io«h  of  provitiona,  forwl  into  the  Btaninw;  (rtirri»on — Fi^^rrp  War — Ogdrn 
wounded — Rcdyard  kilkd — Fori  surreiiders — Capitulation — The  Pennsylvania  troojie 
withdrawn — Cloee  of  bo«tiUi)ea — Negotiation  between  the  authorities  of  Connecticut  and 
Fonnojlfudo. 

OuB  letter  coniineiieea  with  the  opening  year,  and  we  find  onreelvee 

at  the  beginning  of  1771,  in  the  midst  of  the  Pennymite  and  Yankee 
war,  already  of  two  full  years  duraUon.  At  the  close  of  1770.  we 
have  recorded  that  Capt.  Stewart  and  Ins  followers  descended  like  a 
whirlwind  on  the  garrison  left  by  Capt.  Ogden,  expelled  them  £rom 
the  valley,  and  held  undivided  sway  over  Wyoming. 

On  karoing  the  fact  of  the  arrest  and  vic4eat  release  of  Stewart^ 
tiofelher  with  his  sabseqneat  descent  and  victory  upon  the  disputed 
kads»  a  new  warrant  was  issaed  by  Jadge  Willing  for  his  api»ehei^ 
sioD»  and  a  larger  sum  ofiered  as  a  boanty  for  his  capture  and  safo 
delivery  in  prison.  Peter  Hackletn,  Eiq*»  was  now  sheriff  of  North- 
ampton, in  place  of  Jennings,  who  has  figured  so  conspicuously  in 
our  preceding  pages,  and  with  whom  we  cannot  part  without  the 
proffer  of  our  testimony  to  his  merits  as  a  vigilant  and  enterprising 
officer,  who  performed  his  whole  duty  as  a  faithful  magistrate  ^ 
Pennsylvania. 

Capt.  Amos  Ogden  was  again  placed  at  the  head  of  the  mili- 
tary, and  acted  as  before,  the  undisputed  leader  of  the  expedition, 
although  ostensibly  under  the  direction  of  the  civil  magistrate:  He 
was  accompanied  by  a  brother,  Nathan  OgdeUi  So  far  as  we  can 
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leari),  his  first  campaign,  probably  a  young  man  whose  ambition  was 
aroused  by  the  gathering  laurels  round  his  brother's  brow ;  and  he 
too  would  fieek  reputatioa  ia  the  stirring  scenes  of  the  Wyomiiig 
contest 

So  vigorous  had  been  the  eflforts  on  the  part  of  the  Proprietary 
GoYenuneitti  that  in  less  than  thirty  days  from  the  expulsion  of  the 
Fennsylvania  party»  although  in  the  depth  of  winter,  a  ibrce  of  more 
than  one  hundred  men  was  displayed  before  Fort  Durkee.  But  as  a 
prudent  ofiicer,  Ogden  directed  his  first  effi>rts  to  provide  shelter  and 
defence  for  his  men.    His  old  position  at  Mill  Creek,  was  not  only 
in  ashes,  but  too  far  from  his  eiiuiny.    Such  was  his  courane,  he 
couid  not  be  brought  too  near  them.    Ground  was  broke  and  a 
fortification  commenced  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  sixty  rods  above 
Fort  Durkee,  at  which  his  force  wrought  witli  such  spirit,  that  in 
three  or  four  days  it  was  inhabitable.   The  baggage  being  secured, 
and  a  tolerable  defence  from  a  sudden  attack  prepared,  Sheriff 
Hacklein,  as  civil  officer,  proceeded  to  Fort  Durkee,  declared  bis 
name  and  charactert  and  demanded  the  surrender  of  the  fortress^ 
and  all  persons  within  it,  in  the  name  of  the  authorities  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. Capt.  Stewart's  men  were  all  at  their  quarters,  not  intend* 
ing  to  attack  but  ready  to  repel  aggression ;  Stewart  himself,  with 
four  or  five  trusty  friends,  stood  on  the  battlements  prepared  to 
answer.    To  the  summuns  he  replied: — "That  he  had  taken  pos- 
session in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  in 
whose  jurisdiction  they  were;  and  in  that  name,  and  by  that 
authority  he  would  defend  it."    Doubtless,  the  use  of  the  name  of 
Connecticut  was  unwarranted  and  improper;  for  so  far,  that  colony 
was,  officially,  uncommitted  in  the  civil  war,  although  in  fact  almost 
all  the  members  of  the  Government,  in  their  individual  capacity, 
were  exerting  their  utmost  influence  to  forward  the  interests  of  the 
Susquehanna  Company,  of  which  they  were  component  parta,  and 
shareholders.  But  the  use  of  the  name  imparted  consideratioQ  to 
the  Yankee  cause,  and  therefore  it  was  boldly  exercised. 

Sheriff  Hacklein  withdrew,  and  every  nerve  was  exerted  to  finish 
the  defences  of  fort  Wyoming,*  (for  so  was  the  new  fortress  named,) 
and  to  prepare  for  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war. 

On  the  20th  of  January,  1771,  Capt.  Amos  Oixdcn,  drew  out  in 
armed  array,  and  accompanied  by  his  brother  l^athan,  marched 

♦  The  remains  <»f  tins  fort,  directly  opposite  Mr.  BuUer  *  while  houte,  were  in  toI«rabit 
preaervauon  lurty  jcars  ago,  (iSUO,)  but  it  hoM  been  swept  away  by  tUe  encroachmeiU  of  UkC 
liwoQ  die  bank. 
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forth  to  attempt  the  reduelioa  of  Fort  Durkee.  Stewart  and  hia 

men  were  ready.   Two  more  daring  leaders  never  mot.   To  part 

without  a  battle  appeared  improbable,  and  blood  seemed  destined 
again  to  flow  in  this  unhappy  contest.  A  peremptory  demand  was 
made  for  the  surrender  of  the  fort,  and  as  peremptorily  refused; 
when  Ogden  opened  his  fire,  which  was  promptly  returned.  At  the 
first  voliey,  several  of  Ogden's  men  fell,  and  among  the  numbery 
Nathan  was  mortally  wounded  by  his  side.*  Of  the  deceased,  wa 
know  nothiDgy  except  that  he  was  brother  to  as  gallant  and  noble  a 
spirit  as  ever  gained  laurels  or  gathered  cypress  on  the  tented  field. 
Amos,  peradventure  bad  persuaded  him  to  leave  hia  peaceful  home» 
and  engage  in  the  espedition.  In  the  bitterness  of  bis  grief,  in 
the  spirit,  though  not  the  words  of  David,  we  may  oonoeive  bun 
exclaiming  in  pathetic  strain:— "My  brother, I  oh,  my  brother! 
would  to  God  I  had  died  for  thee."  Little  could  our  sympathies 
affect  the  survivor — less,  could  our  regrets  avail  the  dead  ;  but  every 
feeling  breast  will  heave  a  si^rh  of  pity  for  the  livinfr.  and  the  eye  shed 
a  tear  of  unaffected  sonuw  ior  the  fate  of  him  who  lull.  It  was  the  for- 
tune of  war.  It  was  in  fair  open  hght.  He  had  chosen  his  lot.  If 
hia  mother  wept,  so  too  wept  many  mothers  for  the  loss  of  sons  in 
tbia  aharply  contested  conflict.  Their  bones  rest  together;  they 
repose,  side  by.  side,  on  the  lovely  fields  their  valour  sought  to  win. — 
Peace  to  their  gallant  shades ! 

Taking  with  them  the  lifeleas  body,  and  the  three  wounded  men, 
the  besieging  party  withdrew  unmolested  by  the  garrison,  and  slowly 
retraced  their  melancholy  way  to  their  own  fortification. 

Irritated  as  the  Proprietary  Government  already  was  known  to  be 
against  Capt.  Stewart;  exasperated  as,  from  recent  events,  they 
would  assuredly  become,  Capt.  Stewart  wisely  ihourrht.  that  a  free 
foot  on  the  mountains  would  be  snft  r  for  liirn,  and  better  for  bis 
firiends,  than  confinement  within  the  limits  of  a  wooden  fortrm,  how- 
ever  spiritedly  defended.  In  the  night  (bllowing  the  battle,  taking 
with  him  twenty  or  thirty  trusty  followers,  he  abandoned  Fort  Dur- 
kee, kaviag  about  twenty  persons,  least  obnoxious  to  the  vengeance 
of  the  enemy.  With  the  bmk  of  morning,  his  retreat  vras  known  to 

•  From  Hugh  Gabut^  Ntw  TtrkGtuetie,  Nov.  11, 1771. 

"  Philadelphia  2<t'ov.  4.— At  the  Sopifiiw  Court,  held  here  on  TuMday  last,  William 
Speddy  irai amiigned  waA  tiied  tat  tlw  nonfor  of  Ueut.  Nathan  Ogden,  who  waaabeC  flam 
It!*  biock*bMiaa,  al  Wioounf  .  while  it  waa  io  the  poaaearioa  of  LaiaToa  Stawtrt,  and  flom- 
l«Dj-,  and  afler  «  bog  and  Impeilid  hearing, tht  Jmrj aooo  gave  In  thalf  mikt,  'mot 
smrr.* " 
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Capt  OgdflOy  wIkh  fiirthwitlit  took  poweinoa  of  tlie  Fort,  todt  mm 
was  the  ioTariable  eustoiiiv  lent  the  garraon  ta  jail»  at  Easton ;  She- 
riff HackleiD  retnniiog  with  them  in  chaiige.  Thw,  the  reader  will 
olNierve,  was  the  fifth  total  eipulnon  of  the  Yankeee. 

An  additional  reward  of  three  hundred  pounds  was  now  offered 
for  the  arrest  of  Stewart,  and  the  Governor  in  iiis  communicaitoa  lo 
the  AsseiuljlVt  represented  the  killing  of  Nathan  Ogden,  as  a 
treacherous  murder,  demanding  prompt  and  condign  punishnieiit. 

Capt.  Ogden  now  devoted  himself  assiduously  to  rendering  Fort. 
Wyoming  impregnable,  ao  iiur  aa  his  means  would  admit,  to  any 
fbinm  the  Yankeet  oeuld  muster  to  assail  it  Febroary  and  March 
passed  away  without  the  slightest  interruption,  or  even  note  of 
abunn.  Too  wary  to  be  again  >o  caught,  €%deii  this  time,  less  mm-* 
tared  that  his  conqyeat  was  safe,  had  rei^attied  with  his  men,  to 
defend  what  they  had  purchased  at,  to  him,  a  price  so  dear.  It  wmm 
well,  though  in  Tain,  he  did  so,  for  early  in  April  Capt.  Zebnloa 
Butler,  with  Capt.  Stewart  as  an  assistant,  accompanied  by  an  huii- 
dred  and  fifty  armed  men,  entered  the  valley,  and  forthwith  laid 
vigorous  seige  to  Fort  Wyoming.  Three  redoubts  were  thrown  up,  ane 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  chiefly  with  a  view  to  cut  oti'  ail 
accra  to  water;— one  on  the  river  bank,  between  Forts  Durkee  and 
Wyoming ;  the  other  on  the  hill,  known  ever  since  as  "  The  Re* 
doubt,"  by  the  canal  basin,  at  the  upper  pnrt  of  the  town  of  Wiike&« 
barra  The  canDon,  which  had  bem  carefully  hid  by  the  Yaukeei^ 
loo  precious  to  be  exposed  to  capture  by  a  sortie,  was  placed  on  tiiiu 
eteratioo,  and  with  skilful  gunners,  would  have  completely  com* 
manded  Ogden^s  position.  But  distance  and  want  of  dull  rmdered 
it  in  a  very  slight  degree  eflbetive. 

Among  the  new  body  of  emigrants,  were  two  of  the  Gore  familv, 
from  Norwich,  (whose  names  will  fill  a  bright  and  a  bloody  pane  in 
our  subsequent  annals.)  Obadiah  Gore,  Esq.,  the  father,  and  Daniel 
Gore  his  son,  blacksmiths  by  trade,  full  of  ardour,  and  replete  wiUi 
Yankee  ingenuity.  They  conceived  the  design  of  adding  to  the 
ordnance,  a  new  cannon.  A  large  pepperage*  log  was  fiuhioned,  borad# 
and  then  hooped  from  breach  to  muzzle  with  stout  bands  of  inm»<— ^ 
Fainted  black,  with  a  red  mouth,  and  mounted  on  a  wagons— itn 
appearance  at  least  was  sufficiently  fiurmidable.  The  first  dmhur^ 
excited  at  once  admiration  and  hope  among  its  friends.  Re-hiaded, 

*  PrwoiBid  l»  b9  tkt  N^nstS^MtOieu,  tfat  Upbnd  Ttptfe-Tiw-HK  8««  Ghua 
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a  heavier  charge  was  driven  home  that  a  corresponding  execution 
inigJit  be  produced, — the  cannon  split,  and  so  terrible  was  the  ex- 
plosiun  that  one  of  the  iron  bands,  thrown  a  thousand  feet  across  the 
SusqueiiaDna,  was  afterwards  found  in  the  willows  on  the  river  shore. 

To  courage  no  way  inferior  to  that  of  Ogden»  the  Connecticut 
party,  in  Capt  Butler,  had  a  coramander,  skilled  iD  the  arts  of  war 
by  loDg  service,  and  so  tfaofoagh  ivas  the  investment,  and  so  doaely 
fnesied,  that  not  a  man  eouM  venture  ont  for  food,  fbel»  or  water» 
without  belf^  net  by  a  volley  from  one  of  the  redoubts.  The  gar* 
ftiaoD,  tomatning  nearly  an  hundred  souUi,  toon  felt  the  pfressnre  of 
actual  want,  (for  all  were  placed  on  short  allowance,)  and  the  dread 
of  approaching  famine.  Husbanding  his  resoarues  howevtr,  in  the 
iiiosl  prudent  manner,  and  in  the  darkness  and  stillness  of  night 
bringing  up  from  the  river  sullicient  water  to  last  throucrh  the  day, 
Ogden  determined  to  hold  out  to  the  last  extremity.  But  without 
aid,  time  must  exhaust  his  provisions,  and  then  to  surrender  would 
be  inevitable.  The  descent  of  Capt.  Butler  bad  been  n»de  witli 
such  secreoy  and  celerity  that  not  the  slightest  notice  of  his  approach 
had  been  received,  and  instantly  the  fort  had  been  so  completely  sur- 
roanded,  no  messenger  could  be  despatched  to  the  Proprietary  Gov- 
emmenl,  which  was  entirely  ignorant  of  the  recent  events  which  had 
transpired  at  Wyoming,  and  the  relief  demanded  by  the  critical  state 
of  the  garrison.  To  convey  intelligence  to  head  quarters  opened  the 
only  avenue  of  hope,  and  Ogden,  as  the  achievement  demanded  tlie  ut- 
most boldness,  prornpiiturie  and  wisdom,  determined  to  be  himself  tJie 
messenger.  The  deed  alone  wa«  «?ufficient  to  immortalize  any  man,  and 
stamp  his  name  with  the  title  of  hero.  A  little  past  midnight  on 
the  12th  of  July,  when  all  wa?  quiet,  one  of.  the  Yankee  sentinels 
•aw  something  floating  on  the  river  having  a  very  suspicious  appear* 
flooe.  A  shot  awakened  attention,  and  directed  the  eyes  of  every 
other  sentinel  to  the  spot.  A  volley  was  poured  in,  but  producing 
■0  apparent  effiMSt;  the  thing  still  floating  gently  with  the  current 
tiM  firing  was  suspended,  while  the  ^wonder  grew"  what  the  ob- 
ject could  be.  Capt.  Ogden  had  tied  his  clothes  in  a  bundle,  and 
fistctied  his  hat  to  the  top;  to  this  was  connected  a  strins^  of  several 
yards  in  length  which  he  fastened  to  his  arm.  Lettirif^  hiinbell  noise- 
leasly  into  the  water,  swimming  on  his  back  so  deeply  as  only  to  allow 
bis  lips  to  breathe — the  whole  movement  demanding  the  most  extra- 
ordinary skill  and  self  possession,  he  floated  down,  drawing  the 
bundle  after  Itini.  As  he  had  cakstilated,  thia  beipg  the  only  object 

9 


Digitized  by  Go  r*^^!  - 


130 


HIBTORT  OF  WYOUIKd 


M^fpmntf  draw  the  fire  of  bit  fim  He  emped  uabnrt*  and  wIim 
jDnt  of  danger  drened  hiowelf  id  bis  drencbed  clotbing  and  hatt  per- 
forated with  bullets,  and  with  the  speed  of  the  roebuck  wis  in  the 
city  on  the  third  day,  haTing  acoomplisbed  one  hundred  and  twenty 
miles  through  a  most  rough  and  inhospitable  wilderness.  The  ser- 
vices of  that  man,  we  are  sure,  have  never  been  justly  appreciated, 
and  we  fear  have  not  been  fairly  rewarded. 

Instantly  the  whole  city  was  in  commotion.  Three  hundred 
p4)uiKis  ^^  (  re  drawn  from  the  public  treasury  to  raise  recruits- 
Captain  Dick  was  hastened  forward,  Ogden  in  company,  with  a 
strong  convoy  of  provisions.  Captain  Morris  and  his  company  was 
directed  to  follow  with  the  least  possible  delay.  Colonel  Asber 
Clayton,  a  veteran  of  the  French  war,  who  was  to  have  the  chief 
command,  (nominally,  we  presume,  for  it  cannot  be  imagined  Ogdea 
would  be  superseded,)  was  ordered  with  a  strong  force  to  bastea 
his  march.  Captain  Ledlie  was  put  in.  requisition  to  follow  wUb  as 
much  expedition  as  circumstances  would  admit. 

In  the  meantime,  while  this  apparently  overpowering  storm  was 
gathering  for  his  destruction,  Captain  Butler  pushed  on  the  siege, 
and  with  true  Yankee  providence,  directed  that  at  the  same  time  tbe 
labors  of  ihi;  licld  should  not  be  intermitted;  and  the  flats,  though 
with  imperfect  cultivation,  from  their  extreme  fertility,  presented  a 
waving  sea  of  luxuriant  Indian  corn,  and  other  summer  fruits,  a 
▼aluable  possession  or  prixe,  as  either  party  should  be  ultimately 
Tictortous. 

Hurrying  forward  with  about  thirty  men,  and  a  number  of  pecfcr 
horses,  loaded  with  ammunition  and  provisions.  Captain  Dick»  on 
the  last  of  July,  descended  into  the  valley.  Nothing  escaped  the 
vigilance  or  sagacity  of  Captain  Butler.   Ogden's  escape  was  eooii 

known,  and  his  speedy  r«  turn  with  uid  was  not  for  a  moment 
doubted.  Sentinels  were  placed  in  proper  positions  to  detect  the 
approach  of  a  hostile  party.  Every  movement  of  Captain  Diek 
was  carefully  watched.  An  ambush  was  !nid  in  tfio  most  promising; 
ground  near  ttie  fort.  Taking  life  so  far  from  being  desiredt  was 
sincerely  deprecated,  but  to  secure  the  provisions  was  an  object  of 
the  first  importance,  and  if  the  escort  could  be  thrown  into  the  fort, 
to  help  eat  up  the  scanty  remnant  that  was  left,  the  ganiacMi 
must  so  much  the  sooner  capitulate;  besides  it  was  fiir  better  to 
have  the  enemy  cooped  up  in  the  fortress,  than  free  to  make  attMsks 
on  the  rear.  A  volley  Irom  opposite  coverts,  a  huzsa,  and  a  rush 
forward  of  Jhe  Yankees,  had  tbe  desired  effect  Captains  Dick  and 
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Ogden,  with  about  twenty  of  their  men,  found  refuge  in  the  fort, 
while  their  pack-horse?',  and  most  of  their  loading,  became  a  prize 
to  Captain  Butler,  who  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  bis  well  laid 
plan  succeed  to  his  utmost  wishes.* 

When  the  sad  news  of  ths  discomfiture  of  Captaio  Dick  reached 
Philadelphia^  men  were  seen  running  in  every  direction  in  ''hot 
haste."  Another  three  hundred  pounds  were  drawn  from  the 
tireaniry.  New  recruits  were  put  in  reqaisttkm.  Ledlie  was  hur- 
ried on  to  overtake  Clayton  and  Morris,  and  the  greatest  conster- 
nation reigned  among  the  friends  of  the  Proprietary  €rOvemment. 
Not  so  the  peopla  With  few  exceptions,  those  who  had  no  direct 
interest  in  the  lands,  began  to  iook  on,  at  least  with  indiflference,  and 
many  with  favor  to  the  Connecticut  party.  To  this  cause  was  to 
be  ascribed  the  extreme  difficulty  of  raising  a  sufficient  force  at 
once,  to  put  an  end  to  the  contest. 

The  siege  was  now  pushed  with  redoubled  vigor ;  Colonel  Clay« 
too,  with  strong  re-inforcements  being  expected,  every  hour's  delay 
was  pregnant  with  danger,  that  the  chief  objects  of  the  campaign, 
on  the' point  of  being  clutched,  would  be  snatched  from  hisgraspi 
To  starve  out  the  garrison  without  bloodshed,  had  been  the  humane 
purpose  of  Captaui  Butler,  but  more  efficient  action,  in  his  esti- 
mate of  duty,  had  become  requifdte.  Blood  began  to  flow.  Several 
of  the  jjan  ison  were  wounded.  The  gallant  Ogdcn  received  a  rifle 
ball  in  his  left  arm  near  the  shoulder,  and  nearly  fainting,  reposed  on 
the  breast  of  Lieut.  William  Rcdyard,  when  a  bullet  struck  the  latter, 
and  he  fell  lifeless  upon  the  ground.  A  netrotiation  enten  cl  into  on 
the  14th  of  August,  was  soon  concluded  by  articles  of  capitulation, 

*Fnm  Bugh  Chim^M  Nem  York  GauiU,  Augwt\%  1771. 

"  FliilatL  Iphit^  August  8.-— The  report  of  a  party  of  men  being  cut  off,  who  were  de*paleh* 

M  from  Nortliampton  cnnntr,  with  ]>nn'i«ionR  for  nor  pe'^plr  in  thr  Rlork  TToufW  at  Wt<v 
ming,  who  are  besieged  by  the  Connecticut  prrtr,  appear!?  Iiy  tlir  followinii  extract  of  a  U'tt**r. 
which  came  to  town  on  the  6ih,  by  oxyrom  isoai  line  person  wao  commanded  the  convoy,  to 
te  without  foundatioo 

<*  WToafma,  AagnUt  1, 1771. 

LMt  Twfdfty  tboot  bteak  of  daj,  I  arrived  al  kUi  pfam  ivMi  31  mMi  tnd  the  ptiwWown 
and  was  attacked  by  tho  Coaneeticttt  party,  who  had  inforantion  of  our  eoniiqr,  by  n-UttM 
falling  into  their  haiidawith  which  an  InJinn  waa  aent  bj  Captain  Ogden.  Wo  waraaunoood- 

eJ  by  their  fire,  and  lo^^t  two  !t-  r:  loads  of  oor  flour,  and  got  irs  wifli  the  remainder  and 
twenty  -two  men,  two  of  whom  r<  \w)undetl.  Nine  of  our  men  ■.nr  riii  -«TTi'» :  whether  they 
ratfattcd,  or  are  killed,  1  cannot  wt  yet  give  informatiaa.  1  boy  luivc  iicpt  an  almost  con- 
inaad  UnaiithoBlDGk  Honaeavar  ainoa  IimhIoui  eDbaodMiiaiitBihutwoara  detatninad 
toholdoatlothafaMltiliBmilj.  1  am  8ir,  yonr  hnoiUa  aerf  ant^ 

JOHN  DICK." 
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by  whicii  the  fort  was  surrendered.  Colonel  Clay  ton,  Captains  IMok 
and  Morris,  with  Captain  Ogdcn,  and  all  the  Pennsylvania  troops, 
were  forthwith  to  withdraw  from  Wyoming.  Mr.  Gordon  states  the 
terms  of  cajtitulation  to  have  been,  "That  twenty-tliree  men  might 
leave  the  fort  armed,  and  with  the  remainder  unarmed,  might  pro- 
ceed unmolested  to  their  respective  habitations ;  that  the  men  turriog 
ftmilies  might  abide  on  the  debateable  land  for  two  weeks,  and 
might  remove  their  efieets  ifithoat  interrupttoa,  and  that  the  liek 
and  wounded  might  retain  their  norsef*  and  hate  leave  to  leod  lor  a 
physician."   Signed  on  behalf  cf  the  Yankees  by 

ZeBI  LON  BUTLEH, 

Laz\rus  St£WABT9 

John  Smith, 
On  the  part  of  the  Proprietary  Govermnent  by 

ASHER  CliATTOIft 

Joseph  Morkis, 

An  anecdote  is  mentioned  by  Gordon  so  characteristic  of  the 

chivalry  of  Captain  Buller,  tliat  we  cannot  doubt  its  correctness. 
That  he  offered  to  determine  the  rights  of  the  respective  claimants  by 
a  contest  of  thirty  men  to  be  selected  by  each  party.  Had  not  Amos 
Ogden  been  wounded,  his  spirit  would  liave  bounded  with  joy  to 
the  contest.*  Captain  Ledlie,  wiio  was  on  his  march^niet  the  retiring 
array  of  his  discomfited  friends,  from  whom  he  received  an  access  ion 
of  eight  or  ten  men,  best  acquainted  with  the  vailey»  to  act  as  giiicles* 
and  as  he  was  not  included  in  the  capitulationt  continued  his  advaaoe 
and  took  up  a  position  on  the  mountaiui  mtendii^  to  remain  until 
he  should  receive  orders  to  retreat,  or  a  powerful  reinforcemeot 
should  be  sent  to  his  support.  In  the  meantime  he  guarded  the 
paises  most  frequented  by  the  emigrating  Yankees,  who  apprised  of 
his  position,  evaded  his  sentinels,  and  every  day  added  to  the 
number  of  the  Connecticut  settlers.  This  great  victory,  achieved 
over  -d  superior  force  with  a  sacrifice,  comparatively  so  inconsider- 
able, established  entire  confidcjice  in  the  ultimate  success  of  the 
Yankee  cause;  and  Captain  Butler  was  hailed  as  the  saviour  at 

•  WiMuB  RedfndMMdbf  dMiid>arN«thttiOBdm,«iiolitd bMn imcfitd  in  wlatt 

i$>  now  the  street  below  the  houi^;  of  Colonel  Wetlea,  near  the  corner.    Could  tlMtf  Vones  |m 

lountl,  orhljnulil  ihcy  by  accident  be  discov(  n"<l,  Tiio^t  rcr?f\iti!y  they  slioulil  be  removed  to 
burning  place,  and  decxntljf  buried,  wilti  a  stoae  and  iimch^tioD  to  mark  the  spot. 
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Wyoming.  His  name  was  now  a  host,  aod  nultiUld^  flocked  to 
the  valley  under  protection  of  bis  standard* 

FoUed  io  every  attampt  Mtablisb  a  post  on  the  diaputed  kads ; 
bmning,  daily,  more  and  more  unpopujar  as  the  difficulties  with 
Great  Britain  and  the  coIoomb  i»sn»sedi  the  Proprietary  Gkivm^ 
Mm  ordwed  the  return  of  Capt.  Ledlie,  aod  left  tha  Siuqnebanna 
Compaqy  in  iindiitiirlMd  poMsakm  of  the  groiiiid»  who  fiirthwith 
proeeeded  witb  all  practicable  celerity  to  inereaee  tlieir  settlement^ 
aad  ooMoli^i^te  their  power. 

Thus  closes  the  first  Pennymitc  and  Yankee  war.  Commencing 
in  January,  1709,  it  had  contiiiumi,  with  what  variety  of  incident, 
and  altoi nation  of  success,  the  reader  is  apprised,  to  Sept.  1771 — a 
period  of  nearly  three  years. 

Judging,  and  probably  not  without  truth,  from  the  boldness  and 
confidence  of  the  proceedings  of  the  intruding  Yankees,  that  they 
were  encouraged  and  sustained  by  the  Government  of  Connecticut^ 
Mr.  Hamilton,  President  of  Council,  on  abandoning  all  military 
demonstrations,  opened  a  correspondence  with  Got.  Trttmbnll,  upon 
the  subject.  In  a  letter,  dated  October  4, 1771,  after  detailing  the 
events  that  had  transpired  at  Susquehanna,  he  proceeds 

As  the  people  concerned  in  these  violent  and  hostile  measures, 
profess  to  act  under  tlie  autliority  of  your  Government,  and  have 
made  a  capitulation  expressly  on  behalf  of  the  Government,  I  have 
thought  it  proper  and  expedient  to  send  a  messenger  to  your  Honour, 
on  purpose  to  know,  with  certainty,  whether  they  have  proceeded  in 
any  sort  under  your  countenance  or  authority,  or  that  of  your 
Assembly,  and  as  this  must  be  a  matter  within  your  knowledge,  I 
make  no  doubt  but  you  will  despatch  the  express  with  a  speedy 
answer." 

In  reply.  Gov.  Trumbull  thus  cautiously  and  ingeniously  expresses 
himself. 

Nbw  Havkc,  Oct  14,  mi. 

•*  The  persons  concerned  in  those  transactions  have  no  order  and 
direction  from  me,  or  from  the  General  Assembly  of  the  colony,  for 
their  proceeding  upon  this  occasion,  and  I  am  very  confident  that 
the  General  Assembly,  friends  as  they  ever  have  been  to  peace  and 
good  order,  will  never  countenance  any  violent,  much  less  hostile 
measures,  in  vindicating  the  right  which  the  Susquehanna  Company 
suppose  they  have  to  the  lands  in  that  part  of  the  country  within 
the  limits  of  the  Charter  of  this  colony.** 
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The  reader  will,  particularly,  note  ihe  concluding  line,  in  which 
the  assumption  is  absolute,  that  the  part  of  the  "country  is  witbio 
the  limits  of  the  Charter  of  Connecticut."  Such  an  oihciai  declara- 
tion at  the  time  was  well  calculated  to  encourage  new  eoHgratioiiip 
and  stranglhen  the  hands  of  the  settlera* 

Governor  Trumbull  then  proceedi  to  say,  that  each  of  the  eoBloDd- 
ing  partiety  it  if  nnderstood,  charge  on  the  other  the  oomnenoemeiit 
of  vblenee,  of  which  ho  was  not  a  proper  judge.  Here  for  the  pre. 
tent,  n^tiatioos  ended,  to  be  renewed  as  will  appear*  a  few  yean 
after,  at  a  more  propitious  period 
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1772-3.  List  of  Spftl^T*!— Ffft  ivhftf  women  in  Wyoming — Stockade  at  Mill  rrp**k.  on 

tb0  Rums  01  Fort  Ogdcn — Young  Uollcnback — Fornitare— Mode  of  LiTing — Fifty  mUet 
to  MHI— Indbtti— CW  Marritg*  b  Wjoming— Doings  of  Committee — Faiaiae  -^Jpha 
Cto«3r— InterMlinf  Ex|Mdition— A  W«idiiig»  and  tho  beiwfolent  Seotchman^SicfciWM 

—Fir^t  ^!i:i>{^DaTid  Meade— Wilkesbarre—Ferriee— Settlement  of  fint  Gospel  Minis- 
ter—Rev.  Jacob  Johnson- Toleration— RcT.  Mr.  Ony — Rev.  Elkanah  Holmes — Free 
Schools — Military  organixation — Prohibition  of  selling  Liquor  to  InfUans — Shares,  and 
Half  Share  iUght«— Con&iiiution  uf  Government,  vohmtarily  esUtblMhed — Pbyaicians — 
Vote  of  Connecticut  Assembly — Renewed  NegoUaliunu. 

In  enterin<T  upon  1772,  the  fourth  year  of  the  permanent  settlement 
by  the  Connecticut  people  upon  the  Susquehanna,  we  find  the  aspect 
of  affairs  essentially  chaoged.  The  stern  alarms  of  war  were  suc- 
ceeded by  the  sweel  aonge  of  peace.  Availing  ourselves  of  the  lei- 
sore  iffiirded,  we  enter  on  a  variety  of  civil  and  social  details  neces- 
aaiy  to  a  perfect  knowledge  of  the  early  histoiy  of  Wyonrog.  So 
snmilar  waa  the  current  of  Ufe»  and  so  interwoven  the  events,  that  in 
this  letter*  we  purpose  to  inclnde  a  view  of  the  two  years,  1T7S  and 
*73,  this  period  of  time  intervening  between  the  dose  of  the  war  with 
the  Proprietaries,  and  the  official  recognition  of  the  settlement  by 
Connecticut,  and  the  iuroial  establishment  of  her  jurisdictiuu  west  of 
the  Delaware. 

Wiiiie  some  may  turn  away  from  a  mere  column  of  names;  others, 
curious  io  such  things  may  be  plea.sc(l  to  see  a  list  of  the  two  hun- 
dred first  enrolled  as  actual  settlers  to  man  their  rights'*  in  the  five 
allotted  townships.  The  roll  bears  date  Jane  2d,  1769.  Especially 
will  many  of  the  grand  children,  or  those  of  the  lonrth  generation, 
look  anxioiisly  for  the  names  of  their  progenitors*  A  few,  after  the 
first  sharp  collision,  did  not  return,  and  their  places  were  supplied 
hy  others.  Several  fell  in  the  unhappy  conlliet,  more  in  the  revolu- 
tionary  war ;  but  we  recognise  in  the  list,  a  ooosidmraUe  number. 
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whoni  time  and  war  had  spared,  as  the  kindliest  fnends  of  our  early 

man  flood. 

A  more  brave,  hardy,  and  enterprising  set  of  men  never  encoun- 
tered danger  in  the  field  ;  or  gave  their  stalwart  arms  to  the  settle- 
ment of  a  wilderness.  Tbougb  perhaps  an  hundred  others  were 
oonoemed,  fixxn  lime  to  time,  in  the  warlike  scenes  we  have  detailed, 
thoie,  here  reeouoted,  it  it  believed*  bore  the  chief  brant  of  the  con- 
^  ,  test  At  no  time,  until  1773»  were  there  more  than  one  hundred  and 
'  thirty  men  on  the  gfonnd  at  once,  some  being  on  the  way  out,  and 
others  return i ng  home.  As  there  was  no  mode  of  enforci ng  discipline, 
the  association  being  voluntary,  each  man  acted  as  prompted  by  his 
own  sense  of  interest  and  propriety. 

[Cj^  Those  names  havinsr  a  star  [#  J  affixed  to  them,  were  of 
the  Forty,  or  first  settlers  in  Jiiogstoo. 


David  Whittlesey, 

Joseph  Hillman, 

Job  Green, 

Abel  Pierce, 

Philip  Goss, 

Jabea  Roberts, 

Joshua  Whitney, 

Jonathan  Carrington, 

Abraham  Savage, 

John  Dorranee, 

Ebeoeser  Stearns, 

Noah  Allen, 

Sylvester  Chesebrough, 

Robert  Ja-rkson, 

Zephaniah  Thayer, 

Zebu  1  oil  Hawksey, 

Elij)halet  Jewel, 

James  Dunkin, 

Daniel  Gore, 

Caleb  Tennant, 

Ozias  Yale, 

Zerobable  Wightman, 

Henry  Wall,* 

Gurdon  Hopaoni 

Rowland  Barton, 

Asa  Lee. 

Gideon  Lawrence* 

Thomas  Wallwwlh, 

AsaLawieaoe, 

Robert  Hunter, 

Nathaniel  Watson* 

John  Baker, 

Philip  Weab, 

Jonathan  Oms, 

Thomas  Weeks, 

Daniel  Angel, 

Asher  Harrot, 

Eiias  Uobci  ts, 

Ebenezer  Hebbard, 

Nicholas  Manvil, 

Morufin  Carvan, 

Thomas  Gray, 

Samuel  Marvin, 

Joseph  Gay  lord, 

Silas  Gore, 

Wm.  Churobell, 

Ebenezer  Northrop, 

Henry  Strong, 

Joihna  LHrnnhw* 

ZabttlooTrisbat, 
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Ilezekiah  Knap, 

John  Jollee, 

John  lienyon, 

Ebenezer  Nortoa, 

Presemd  Taylor, 

Enos  Yale, 

Isaac  Bennett, 

John  Wiley, 

Uriah  Manrui^ 

Timothy  Voroe, 

Abiahft  BiMhtQi 

Cyrus  Kemie, 

Moses  Hefabanl,  Jr« 

John  Shaw, 

Jaba  Fisb, 

James  Forsylhe, 

Peris  Briggs, 

Peter  Harris,^ 

Aaron  Walter, 

Abel  Smith, 

James  May, 

Elias  Parks, 

Samuel  Badger, 

Joshua  Maxfield, 

Jabez  Cooke, 

John  Murphy, 

Samuel  Dorrance, 

Thomas  Bennet,* 

John  Comstock,* 

Christopher  Avery, 

Samuel  Hotebkisi, 

Elisba  Babcoek, 

Wm.  Leoaard, 

John  Perkins, 

Jesse  Leooardt 

Joseph  Slocum, 

Etisba  ATerjr* 

Robert  Hopkias, 

Ezra  Buel, 

Benjamin  Shoemaker,  Jr. 

Crershom  He  wit, 

Jabez  Sill, 

Nathaniel  Goss, 

Parshall  Terry, 

Benjamin  Hewit, 

John  Delong, 

Benj.  Hewit,  Jr., 

T  h  e  0 1 J  h  i !  a  s  WeslOVST,* 

Elias  Thomas, 

John  Sterling, 

Abijah  Mock, 

Joseph  ^forse, 

Ephraim  Fellows, 

Stephen  Fuller, 

Joseph  Atnobl, 

Andrew  Dnrkea, 

Ephfaim  Araoklt 

Andrew  Ifidcalf, 

BenjamiD  AAley, 

Daniel  Bmp« 

^^in«  ^/^bite, 

Jonathan  Bock, 

Stephen  Hull, 

David  Mead, 

Diah  Hull, 

Thomas  Fcrlin, 

Joseph  Lee, 

Wm.  Wallsworth, 

Samuel  Wy brant. 

Thomas  Draper, 

Reuben  Uurlbut, 

James  Smith, 

Jenks  Corah, 

James  AtberUM^  Jr.,* 

Obadiah  Gove,  Jr„ 

Oliver  8milh,« 

Caleb  WhitOr 

James  Evans, 

fiamnel  Sweat, 

Eleaaar  Carey, 

Thoflsas  Ugbl, 

Cypria»  LelJunop**' 
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James  Nesbitt, 
Joseph  Webstert 
Samuel  MillingtoRt 
Benjamia  Budd, 
John  Leet 
Jotiah  Bean, 
Zophur  Teedt 
Bfoecfl  Bebbardy 
Dan  Murdock, 
Noaii  Lee, 
Stephen  Lee, 
Daniel  Haynes, 
Lemuel  Smith, 
Silas  Park, 
Stephen  Hungerford, 
Zerobable  Jeorum,* 
Comfort  Goes, 
Wm.  Draper, 
Thomas  McCIure, 
Peter  Avers. 
Solomon  Johnson, 
Phineas  Stevena, 
Abraham  Colt, 
Elijah  Buck,« 
Noah  Read, 
Nathan  Beach, 
Job  Green,  Jr., 
Fied*  Wise, 
Stephen  Jenkins, 
Daniel  Marvin, 
Zachariah  Squier, 
Henry  Wall, 


Simeon  Draper  ♦ 
John  Wallswortii, 
Ebenexer  Stone, 
Thomas  Olcott, 
Stephen  Hmsdale, 
Benjamin  Dorcheslir, 
Elijah  MTitter, 
Oliver  Pbst, 
Daniel  Cass, 
Isaac  Tracy, 
Samuel  Story, 
John  Mitchel, 
Samuel  Or  ton, 
Christopher  Gardner, 
Duty  Ceroid, 
Peris  Bradford, 
Samuel  Morgan. 
John  Clark, 
Elijah  Lewis, 
Timothy  Hopkins, 
Edward  Johnson, 
Jacob  I)i Herman, 
Capt.  Prince  Alden, 
Benedict  Satterlee,* 
Naniad  Coleman, 
Peter  Comstock, 
John  Franklin, 
Benjamin  Matthews* 
Jna  Dorkee, 
Wm.  (vallop, 
Stephen  Hurl  but, 
Stephen  Miles. 


Very  few  of  the  Rctllcrs  had  yet  brought  out  tlieii  families;  and 
in  May,  1772,  there  were  only  five  white  women  in  Wilkesbarre: — 
Mrs.  McClure,  wife  of  James  McClure;  Mrs.  Bennett,  grandmother 
of  Rufus  Bennett,  (who  was  in  the  Indian  battle) ;  Mrs.  Sill,  wife  of 
Jabez  Sill ;  another  Mrs.  Bennett,  wife  of  Thomas  Bennett,  mother 
of  Mrs.  Myers,  now  Uving  in  Kingston,  (to  whose  clear  mind  and 
ratentive  memory,  we  are  indebted  for  most  Talaabla  infbrmtioo ;) 
and  Mra.  Htekman,  with  her  hnsband;  Mrs. Dr.SpiagM,  ami  her 
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daughter,  afterwards  Mrs.  Young.  The  second  white  child  bora  ia 
Wilkesbarre  was  a  daughter  of  Mrs.  McClure. 

With  increanjig  numbers,  aad  prudent  apprehensioos  of  danger, 
more  eztensm  stockades  were  thought  necessary  for  protection,  and 
the  admirable  position  at  Mill  Creek,  the  ruins  of  Fort  Qgden,  was 
lesiiniedi  pkeed  in  the  best  condition,  and  made  head-quarters  of  the 
chief  men  on  the  east  side  of  the  river. 

Let  OS  look  in  upon  them.  Huts  were  built  all  around  the  inside, 
against  the  wati,  of  upright  timbers.  They  were  one  story  high ; 
several  were  dividt3d  luto  a  numbfT  of  small,  but  neat  and  comfort- 
able rooms.    The  huts  of  Capt.  Butler  and  Nathan  Denison,  adjoin- 
ed each  other.    Next  in  the  row  was  the  store  of  Matthias  Hollen- 
back.    He  had  brought  up  from  Lancaster  county  a  variety  of 
indispensable  articles.   DenisoD  and  Hollenbackt  then  young  men, 
the  latter  twenty,  the  former  twenty-three  I  Having  seen,  near  forty 
jears  afterwards,  their  venerable  forms  wrapped  in  their  cloaks,  one 
oo  the  right  and  the  other  on  the  left,  as  Associate  Judges  of  Fenn- 
ayWania,  his  Hon.  Judge  Bush,  presiding,  we  could  not  repress  an 
flJlosion  to  the  contrast.p— The  next  in  order,  the  largest  building  in 
the  stockade^  was  a  boarding  house  kept  1^  Br.  Joseph  Sprague^ 
Neither  a  diair  nor  table,  nor  bedstead,  except  the  rude  construction 
of  an  auger  and  axe,  was  yet  la  the  settlement.    A  samp  mortar, 
that  is  a  large  stump,  hollowed  eight  or  ten  inches  by  burning,  the 
pestle  worked  by  a  spring  pole,  fioundcr!  corn,  wheat,  and  rye,  for 
bread;  and  this  was  their  only  mill.    •*  Venison  and  shad,"  said  the 
good  Mrs.  Young,  "were  plenty;  but  salt  was  a  treasure.** — Dr. 
Sprague  would  load  his  hom  with  wheat,  and  -go  out  by  the  bridle 
path,  for  as  yet  there  was  no  road,  to  the  Delaware  at  Coshutunk, 
have  his  grist  ground,  get  a  fow  spices,  and  a  runlet  of  Antigua  rum. 
The  cakes  baked  from  the  flour,  and  the  Ikinor,  were  kept  as  dain- 
ties for  some  special  oocasioa,  or  wh^  emigrants  of  note  came  in 
from  Connecticut. 

The  venerable  and  esteemed  John  Carey,  who  has  given  his  name 
to  Carey  town  is  the  only  survivor  of  this  interesting  collection  of 
early  settlers.    [He  died,  1844.] 

After  the  massacre  of  1763,  the  Indians  generally  left  the  valley, 
but  a  number  had  returned,  not  as  a  tribe,  but  the  scattered  rem- 
nants of  tribes,  chiefly  of  those  who  had  been  partially  christiaoixed 
by  the  Bforavians;  though  from  subsequent  events  it  is  not  doubled 
that  spies  cC  the  Six  Nations  were  kept  among  them,  and  reported 
from  time  to  inm  the  condition  of  the  settkmeoty  to  the  Council  at 
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Onoiid«go. — A  •mall  number,  friendly,  tn4  food  neighbors,  lived  on 

the  flats  half  a  mile  above  Mill  creek,  and  frequeDtly  visited  the 
stockade.  Among  them  were  Capt.  Job  Gillaway,  Black  Henry, 
and  John  Lystium.  The  wife  of  Capt.  Gillaway  seemed  pious  and 
well  disposed.  From  the  Moravian;?  she  had  derived  the  name  of 
Coin  fort,  and  the  knowledge  to  knit  and  to  sew.  The  men  wese 
excellent  hunters  and  supplied  the  fori  with  game. 

The  first  marrie|pe  in  Wyoming  was  that  of  Mr.  Nathea,  nfier* 
ivards  Gol.  Daoison,  and  Miss  mi  The  Rev.  Jaoob  JohMa  waa 
tl^  offioiati/OK  mlnistera  and  the  plaoe  where  the  kaol  wea  tiedt  and 
tk0  miptiab  eelehratedi  waa  a  hoose  on  the  apol  now  opeiipied  by 
the  mansion  of  the  late  CoL  WeUes^  at  tbe  lower  corner,  on  Bxm 
street,  of  the  Wilkesbarre  town  plot. 

From  the  stockade  the  jieople,  breakfasting  early,  taking  veith 
them  a  luncheon,  went  forth  armed  (o  their  daily  labour.  The  view 
here  presented,  with  slight  variations,  was  cvhiljitcd  in  four  or  five 
different  places  in  the  valley.  Stockades,  or  block-houses  were  built 
in  Hanover,  and  Plymouth.  The  celebrated  Forty  Fort  in  Kiagsloa 
wea  occupied^  Many  returned  to  the  east  for  their  families,  and 
new  seltleiss  eaane  in.  It  waa  a  season  rather  of  activity  than  la- 
honr;  moving  and  removing!  aurreying,  drawing  lots  fbr  land  r^ghH^ 
preparing  for  building;  hastily  clearing  up  patches  to  sow  with 
winter  grain  i  the  sad  eoosequeaee  of  which  was,  the  harvests  of 
autumn  w^e  not  sufficient  for  the  considerably  augmented  number 
of  inhabitants.  Until  the  conclusion  of  1772  very  little  of  the  forne 
of  law,  or  the  regulations  of  civil  government  had  been  introduced  or 
required.  Town  Conunittees  exercised  the  power  of  deciding  on 
contested  land  ri^htf?. 

Thus;--"  Domgs  of  the  Committee  May  22,  1772. 
That  apseweli  FfuiOLlia  hm  that  right  in  WiMrasbarfe,  diawB 
by  Thomas  Stevens. 

**  That  James  Bidladt  have  that  right  in  Plymevth*  drawn  bf 
Nathaniel  Drake. 

«  Thai  Bir.  McDowell  he  voted  iato  the  Forty  town,  (Ri^grteo) 
That  for  the  special  services  done  this  Company  by  CoL  Dyer, 
agreed  that  his  son,  Thomas  Dyer,  shall  have  a  right  in  the  Forty,  if 
he  has  a  mau  on  it  by  tlie  first  day  of  August  next. 

"That  the  rights  thmt  are  sold  in  the  six  mile  township,  or  Ca- 
pouse,  shall  be  sold  at  sixty  dollars  each,  and  bonds  taken etc. 

It  may  be  regarded  as  a  traasilioB  year,  fuU  of  uade&med  pleasure, 
towing  fiioaa  the  iBWoem  nad  ftnshwiw  of  the  seaiw-^  eemparativ* 
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sense  of  «jrrnnty — the  exultation  from  huvlng  come  off  victorious — 
the  influx  of  old  neighbours  from  Connie ticut,  who  must  listen  to 
the  adventures  and  hair-breadth  escaptis  of  the  narrator,  an  older 
settler  by  eighteen  months  tlMn  his  hearer.  Then  the  beautiful  val- 
ley must  be  sbofwn  to  tbe  new  cooie  inqiiisitive  wives  and  daaghtenr, 
who  had  been  told  ao  araeb  of  its  aorpassing  loireliness.  The  year 
passed  without  jostice  or  lawyei^udge  or  theriff--dan  or  eon- 
stable-Hcml  suit  or  crime;  and  from  the  representations  of  the  old 
people,  may  be  considered  as  a  season  of  wU4  joyous,  almost  uk 
alloyed  happiness. 

The  month  of  February,  1773,  had  so  nearly  exhausted  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Wilkcsbarre  eeltlement,  that  five  persons  were  select- 
ed to  to  tde  Dplnwarc,  near  Stroii(ishnr<r,  for  sup|)lics.  Mr. 
John  Carey,  (an  excellent  soldier,  a  most  worthy  citizen,  whom  we 
shall  again  have  pleasure  to  mention,)  then  a  lad  of  sixteen,  volun- 
teered  as  one  of  the  party.  Tbe  distance  was  fifty  miles  through 
tbe  wilderness;  numeroiis  streams,  including  the  deep  and  rapid  Le- 
high were  to  be  crossed.  Had  these  been  firoaen  Ofer  so  as  to  be 
paisaUe^  their  toib  would  have  been  sensibly  mitigated,  bot  tbe  ioe 
had  formed  on  each  side,  many  feet  from  the  shore,  leaTing  la 
centre  a  deep  rushing  flood.  Stripping  naked,  tying  their  clothes 
and  sacks  on  their  heads  and  shoulders,  cutting  a  way  througli  the 
ice  from  the  shore  to  the  stream,  and  from  the  stream  to  the  opposite 
shore,  they  waded  through,  dressed  themselves,  and  found  warmth 
in  mnrching  rapidly.  Arrived  at  the  good  old  Scotchman's,  and 
sending  in  to  make  known  their  errand,  Mr.  McDowell  came  out, 
rubbing  his  hands  in  great  glee,  bade  them  welcome,  but  in  his 
Scotch  dialect,  broad  as  his  benevolence,  told  them  he  had  a  house 
thronged  with  company,  on  the  occasion  of  his  danghtei^  wedding. 
Among  the  guests  were  magistrates  and  ocbers,  whose  enmity  was  to 
be  dreaded,  if  they  knew  a  party  of  Yankees  were  within  reach ;  but 
gave  dtrectloiis  that  they  shoaM  warm  themselves  noiselessly  at 
an  out-house,  then  take  shelter  in  the  barn,  where  comfortable 
blankets  were  spread  on  the  mow,  a  most  royal  supper  sent  them, 
with  spirits  and  wine;  their  sacks  were  filled  with  flour,  and  their 
pockets  with  provisions.  The  four  men  took  each  an  hundred  pounds, 
young  Carey  seventy-five,  and  welcome  was  their  return  to  their 
balf-iamished  fi-iends  at  Wilkesbarre.  Never  was  an  opening  Spring, 
or  tbe  conuQg  of  the  shad,  looked  for  with  more  anxiety,  or  hailed 
with  more  cordial  delight.  The  fishing  season  of  eonrse^  dissipated 
«y  teiih  wl  thadiueyewiBiMiimbeiiged  tethegism  of  joy 
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and  the  sparkle  of  pleasure,  and  the  dry,  sonken  dwek  of  waat 
assumed  the  plump  appearanoe  of  health  and  plenty. 

The  Spring  too  was  attended  with  sickness.  Several  deaths  took 
place.  Captaiii  Butler  buried  a  son  named  Zebulon ;  and  soon  after, 
his  wife  followed  her  boy  to  tlie  grave.  Both  were  interred  on  the 
hill,  near  where  the  upper  street  of  the  borough  is  cut  through  the 
rocks,  as  it  passes  from  the  main  street  to  the  canal  basin.  This 
picture  of  the  early  setUement»  simple  in  its  details,  we  could  not 
doubt  would  be  agreeable  to  numbers  now  living,  and  not  less  so 
to  readers  in  future  years,  when  the  Talley  shall  become,  as  it  it 
destined  to  be^  rich  and  populous,  not  surpassed,  if  equalled  in  the 
Union. 

Among  the  first  objects  of  general  interest  was  the  ereetkm  of  a 

grist-mill.  This  was  undertaken  by  Nathan  Chapman,  to  whom  a 
grant  was  made  of  the  site,  where  Ilollenback's  old  iiiill  now  stands, 
near  the  stone  bridge,  on  the  road  from  Wiikesbarre  to  Pittston. 
Forty  acres  of  land  were  part  of  the  donation.  Mr.  Hollenback 
brought  the  mill-irons  in  his  boat  from  Wright's  ferry,  and  the  voy- 
age was  rendered  memorable  by  the  loss  of  Lazarus  Young,  a  valuable 
young  man»  who  was  drowned  on  the  way  up. 

Immediately  afterwards,  the  town  voted :  "  To  give  unto  Captain 
Stephen  Fuller,  Obadiah  Gore,  jr.,  and  Mr.  Seth  Marvin,  all  the 
privileges  of  the  stream  called  Milt  Creek,  below  Mr.  Chapman'is 
bUI,  to  be  their  own  property,  with  full  liberty  of  building  milisb 
and  flowing  a  pond,  but  so  as  not  to  obstruct  or  hinder  Chapmaa'^ 
mills:  Provided,  they  will  have  a  saw-mill,  ready  to  goby  the  1st  day 
of  November,  1773,  which  gift  shall  be  to  them,  their  heirs  and 
assigns,  forever."  And  this  was  the  first  saw-mill  erected  on  the 
upper  waters  of  the  Susquehanna. 

The  township  of  Wiikesbarre  had  been  surveyed  in  1770,  by 
David  Meade,  and  received  its  name  from  John  Wilkes  and  Cokmel 
Barre,  members  of  Parliament,  and  distinguished  advocates  for 
liberty,  and  the  rights  of  the  Colonies*  '*  Wilkes  and  Liberty — 
North  Britain— 45,**  was  then  heard  from  every  tongue.  A  final 
divbion  was  now  made  of  the  back  lots  among  the  proprietors.  Tht 
town  plot,  now  the  borough,  was  laid  out  by  a  liberal  f>reca8t,  on 
a  very  handsome  scale.  On  a  high  flat,  on  the  east  bank  of  the 
Susquehanna,  uhovf  all  fear  of  inundation,  the  position  was  chosen. 
Two  hundred  acres  were  divided  into  eight  squares  of  twenty-five 
acres,  and  these  into  six  lots  each,  containing,  after  the  streets  were 
taken  ofii^  about  three  and  three  <|ttarters  of  an  acre.  A  spaeiom 
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Mtral  iqmve  mm  allotted  for  pnUio  baikUagi.  The  main  mam, 

perfectly  straight  £br  two  ratke,  passing  through  the  town  plot  from 
north-east  to  soath-west,  was  cut  at  right  angles  by  fiwe  streets.  On 

the  bank  of  the  river  a  wide  space  was  left,  still  beautiful,  though 
much  diminished  by  the  ice  and  11  jods  of  ihe  stream. 

Two  ferries  were  kept,  one  opposite  Northampton  street,  the  other 
at  Mill  Creek  :  and  from  these  a  revenue  of  some  moment  in  those 
early  times*  was  derived*  From  twenty-five  dollars  a  year,  the  rent 
of  the  lower  ferry  soon  rose  to  sixty  dollars;  that  at  Mill  Creek 
jrteld^g  half  that  aoin*  until  diwontinuod  on  the  eractioa  of  milla  in 
Kingaton* 

Milla  and  ferries  having  been  pnnrided»  with  tme  Pilgrim  aea]»  at- 
tention waa  immediately  turned  to  the  aubject  of  a  gospel  minbtry, 
and  the  establishment  of  aohoola. 

"  At  a  town  meeting,  December  11,  1772,  Captain  Stephen  Fuller 
uas  appointed  moderator.  Voted,  to  give  and  grant,  unto  the  Rev. 
Jacob  Johnson,  and  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever,  in  case  he  settle 
in  this  town,  as  a  gospel  minnter,  fifty  acres  of  land,  &^c." 

In  August  following,  feeling  tlierasclves  more  able,  or  more  liberal 
(for  the  time  it  was  munificent)  provision  was  made. 

"  At  a  town  meeting  held  at  Wilkesbarre,  August  28,  1773»  Mr. 
Jacob  Sill,  choaen  moderator,  Joseph  Sluman,  clerk. 

Voted,  That  a  call  or  inYitation,  shall  be  given  to  the  Rev*  Jacob 
Johnaon,  late  of  Groton,  in  the  colony  of  Coonectieut,  who  for  aoma 
time  paat  has  been  preaching  in  this  place,  to  continue  a  aettlar 
with  us  aa  our  goapel  minister. 

2(1.  That  Mr.  Johnson  shall  be  paid  sixty  pounds  the  year  ensuing, 
on  the  present  list,  and  lus  sRiary '^iiall  rise  annually,  as  our  list  rises, 
till  it  amounts  to  one  hundred  pounds,  etc"  (Connecticut  currency* 
six  shillings  to  the  dollar,  or  1-3.) 

In  laying  out  the  town  originally,  two  lots  containing  about  four 
hundred  acres  of  back  lands,  had  been  set  olf  for  the  first  settled 
minister,  and  for  schools.  One  of  those  lots,  and  the  fifty  acres  above 
amtiooed,  together  with  a  town  lot  of  four  acres*  will  show  the 
liberal  piovisloo  made  for  gospel  purposes. 

Ifr*  Johnson,  a  Presbyterian  clergyman,  waa  a  graduate  of  Ynln 
College,  and  waa  the  grandfather  of  Ovid  F.  Johnson,  Eaq.,  the  pie* 
sent  (1842)  Attorney  General  of  Pennsylvania.  Some  highly  inte- 
resting additional  particulars  of  this  eminent  man,  ("that  wicked 
ptrieat  of  Caoojoharie")  will  be  found  in  another  page. 
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It  if  but  iM  t»  iMmm,  that  waadei  Htk  le*!,  thm  |i«vftlM  the 

roost  amiable  spirit  of  toieMbn.  FuKHag  tbal  a  numberof  the  iaW 

biiants  were  Baptists,  and  attended  themmiilmlkiliiof  Mr.Gi«yt«i 

Kingston,  the  vote  was  rescinded  which  deniftiKied  a  tax  fironi  thaiBf 
and  a  difiercDt,  but  satisfactory  arraogemeut  made  with  their 
minister. 

At  a  subsequent  period,  during  the  temporary  absence  of  Mr. 
Johnioe,  the  Rev.  Elkaoah  Holmes  officiated*  preachiog  in  Plymouth, 
RingstOD  and  Wilkeabarre. 

A  wai  also  paMod,  To  raise  three  panaa  on  the  pound,  oa 
the  dialrict  liat,  to  keep  a  free  achool  in  the  aeveral  school  dhrtrieli 
hi  the  said  WUkeabarre.''  A  aabaeqneiit  meeting  apeciaUy  warned, 
adopted  neasoiea  for  the  keeping  open  free  scboois,  one  in  the  upper 
district,  one  in  the  lower,  and  a  third  on  the  town  pk>t 

These  votes,  thus  early  in  the  eettleiMiit,  pasaed  in  the  nidit  ef 
poverty  and  danger,  may  be  referred  to  by  the  deseendantf  of  theie 
pil^rrim  fathers,  wilh  honesl  pride.  They  will  remain  to  all  enduring 
time,  rnonutnents  of  religious  zeal,  and  their  earnest  desire  lo  ad- 
tance  the  intellectna!  and  moral  condition  of  their  children. 

Military  organization  was  not  neglected.  Following  the  order 
then  existing  in  New  England,  discipline  was  enforced  as  indispen- 
sable to  the  existence  of  the  settlement,  in  each  township  a  com- 
pany waajenroUed,  and  led  to  the  choice  of  officers ;  and  in  WMhes- 
bnnre,  ftom  its  being  divided  by  natural  boyndaries  into  two  seo- 
tiooB,  and  its  mm  rapid  inereaae  of  inhabitants,  at  an  early  day 
two  ooropanies  were  (brmed.  If  the  splendid  nnilbrm,  the  glitter* 
itt^  ba3ronet,  the  evolntion,  rapid  and  precise,  with  the  imposing 
band  of  many  instruments  of  niQsic,  did,  not  grace  their  trainings, 
there  was  yet  upon  the  ground  the  strong-banded  old  French  musket, 
the  long  duck  shooting  piece,  and  more  eliicient  than  either,  the  clo&e- 
drawing  rifle,  little  known  in  New  England,  but  becoming  familiar 
among  the  settlers  on  the  Susquehanna.  At  a  moment  when  it  has  be- 
come popttlar  to  deride  the  militia,  I  deem  it  proper  to  say,  in  defence 
of  a  tiioroogh,  and  never  relaxing  organization  and  dtscipline^ 
that  in  my  opinion  Annarica  owes  her  Independence  to  immediate 
and  femde  causes  connected  with  the  militia  system,  the  enroU-> 
matt  and  trainn^  existtng  m  the  cohNues:  and  that  Peansylvuun 
cannot  too  sedoously  eoooniage  and  praaoive  that  right  aim  of  liar 
power,  nmw  fi>rgetchig,  or  encroaching  upon,  what  shonld  be  deemed 
the  sacred  righu  of  persons  eonsoientioosly  scrnpulons  of  bearing 
arms. 
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Among  the  earliest  resolutions  adopted  by  the  settiersy  was  one 
which  has  been,  I  think  unjustly, censured  as  severe. 

Any  person  scllinf^  liquor  to  an  Indian  was  to  forfeit  his  goods, 
ftiid  be  expelled  the  colony.  In  justification  of  this  seemingly  harsh 
eosctment,  it  may  be  observed : — That  the  massacre  of  1763  had 
been  aacribed  to  the  Indians  being  intoxicated;  and  iaais  esiated 
Uwt  mdar,  to  the  Indians,  the  phranajring  ipflneace  of  nm»  another 
naaiaere  might  he  attempted;  or  what  was  more  imowdiateljr  pnib> 
aUe.  that  indiTidual  mnrden  would  be  eoomitted— retalialion  Ibl* 
l&Wf  and  the  settlement  he  brought  into  hostile  oolliiiett  with  the 
8lx  Nations,  whose  subjects  the  scattered  Indians  in  the  valley  were. 
Penalties  too  severe,  li  eliectual,  could  uut  be  laipoaed,  Lo  avei  t  so 
fatal  a  mischief. 

Rights — shares — and  half  sfiares,  bring  frequently  mentioned  in 
the  ancient  proceedings  of  the  Susquehanna  and  Delaware  pur- 
ohaaes,  or  companies,  it  seems  proper  that  they  should  be  explained 
more  fully.  Those  pnrehases  of  a  degree  of  latitude,  and  two  in 
longitude  would  give  nearly  five  millions  of  acres. — ^The  shares  is- 
Biied  by  the  8osqaehanna  Company,  inereased  from  «ght  hundred 
and  Mift  to  twelvn  hundred  and  forty,  several,  perhaps  an  hondied, 
bemg  granted  for  services  rendered.  A  considerable  number  of  half 
shares  were  given  out,  as  many  poor  persons  wished  an  interest  in 
the  purchase,  whom,  of  course  it  was  politic  to  oblige,  and  who  did 
nol  feel  able  to  buy  a  whole  right.  As  dictated  by  prudence,  only 
two  thousand  acres  were  allowed  to  be  surveyed  on  a  whole  share, 
and  one  thousand  on  a  half  share,  the  balance  being  deferred  untU 
all  the  shares  should  have  a  chance  of  location. 

Prices  of  whole  shares  varied  from  fifty  to  one  htmdred  dollars. 
In  a  deed  from  Palmer  Avery,  dated  March  7,  1767,  the  consider- 
ation is  set  down  as  thirty  pounds^  Another  deed  of  subsequent 
dale  contains  a  consideration  of  twenty  pounds.  The  last  sales  by 
the  oompsRy,  previous  to  the  Trenton  decree,  were  at  fifteen  pounds 
lea  shillings.  Lihe  other  stoeks,  the  price  varied  with  the  varying 
prospects  of  the  company. 

Townships  of  six  miles  square,  generally,  were  surveyed  in  the 
Delaware  purchase,  extending  from  the  Delaware  to  within  ten 
miles  of  the  Susquelianna.  The  Susquehanita  purchase  was  laid 
out,  generally,  in  townships  of  five  miles  square. 

To  preserve  order,  and  prevent  interfering  claims,  a  wise  system 
was  early  adopted,  and  rigidly  enforced.  A  land  ofiice  was  es> 
tablished--Hrights,  fall,  or  half  shares,  being  produced  to  the  amount 
10 
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of  Mtotn  thouttadaerM^  a  tamy  by  an  appoinlMl  offoir  Mide 

of  the  township^  a  patent,  or  grant  issued  and  reeordad»  ths  ilwea 
boiag  received  and  cancelled.  For  several  years  John  Jenkins  was 
surveyor  general ;  and  Joseph  Biles  hii  depaty  ran  more  lines  thao 
aoy  other  surveyor  in  the  purcha<5e. 

As  the  colony  coulH  not  well  subsist,  with  its  c^reatly  increasing 
p(^ulalk>ii»  and  diversified  mterests,  without  a  code  of  laws  to  govern 
thim,  and  it  did  not  yd  aieord  with  the  omitious  policy  of  Connecti- 
cut to  aToneh  tbair  prooMdings,  and  extend  bar  jnriadiBtkMi  beyomi 
the  Dalttwate:  a  maelmg  of  the  SofquehaM  Compeny*  hold  •! 
H«rtfi>rd,  June  8, 1778,  adopted  for  the  gownaept  of  tho  Mttfemeat 
igXkimng.  artiolest  in  every  aspaet  importeat:-  homialile  to^ 
the  pen  that  drew,  and  the  people  who  accepted  them. 

1.  WJiereas,  we  the  subscribers  inhabitants  of  Gooaeetieal  in 
New  England,  in  America,  already  settled,  and  about  to  settle  on 
certain  lands  on  the  river  Susquehanna  in  said  Connecticut,  by  us 
and  our  apsociates  someiime  since  purchased  of  the  original  natives, 
by,  and  with  the  consent  of  the  said  Colony  of  Connecticut. 

.And  whereas f  the  same  lands  are  claimed  to  be  within  the  juris- 
diotioa  of  the  Provinoe  of  Pennsylvania;  and  the  Colony  of  Cos* 
QtetiGat  ohoosiog  to  proceed  with  caution  and  deliberation,  have 
applied  to  counsel  learned  in  the  law*  in  Great  Britain,  for  tiiair 
advice*  which  at  present  the  eobny  have  not  received,  by  reason 
whereof  we  have  as  yet  no  established  civil  authority  residing  amoag 
US  in  said  settlement*  in  oooscquence  of  which  defioleney,  disorders 
may  arise  tending  to  disterb  the  peace  and  happiness  of  the  seltlersv 
as  well  as  the  peace  of  our  Sovereign  Lord — the  king,  which  to 
remedy,  we  have  this  day  come  into  the  fuiluwing  heads,  or  articles 
of  agreement,  with  each  other. 

1st.  We  do  solemnly  profess  and  declare  true  and  sincere  allegi- 
ance to  his  Majesty,  King  George  the  Third,  and  that  no  foreign 
prince^  persoo*  prelate*  state  or  potentate,  hath,  or  ought  to  have  any 
jarisdiction,  power,  or  authority*  ecolesiastioai  or  spiritual,  witbia- 
the  realm  of  England. 

9d*  We  do  soleawly  promiic  and  engage,  that  wa  will*  so  as 
listh  in  our  power*  bthave  oamlveB  peaceably,  soberly  and  oidctly 
towards  eacb  other*  in  particular,  and  the  world  in  general,  cave* 
fully  observing  and  obeying  the  laws  of  this  colony,  as  binding  and 
of  force  with  us  equally  in  all  respects,  as  though  we  actually  resided 
within  any  of  the  counties  of  this  colony. 
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8d.  For  the  due  enforcing  such  laws,  as  well  as  such  other  ofttew 
and  rcffulations  as  shall,  from  time  t  )  time,  he  found  ncccs?arv  to  be 
come  into  by  said  settlers  and  Company,  we  will  imn^ediately  with- 
is  mek  towtiy  already  settled,  and  imnnediately  after  the  settlement 
cf  tfaoM  that  may  be  hereafter  settled,  ohoose  three  able  and  jiidl> 
mm  MB  among  such  aatdertf  to  tain  upon  tKemt  under  the  me- 
ral  direction  of  the  Compaay,  the  direetkm  of  tiw  aettloment  of  eaeh 
soeh  towiit  and  the  well  onlering  and  go?eniing  the  same,  to  Ba|^ 
press  mOB  of  every  kmd,  preserve  the  peaee  of  God  and  the  King 
therein,  to  whom  each  inhabitant  shall  pay  such,  and  the  same  stib- 
niission  as  is  |)ai(l  to  the  civil  authority  in  the  several  towns  in  this 
colony;  snch  inhabitants  slial!  also  choose,  in  each  of  their  respective 
towns,  one  person  of  trust  to  he  ihrlr  oOlcer,  who  shall  vested  with 
the  same  power  and  authority,  as  a  constable,  by  the  laws  of  this 
colony  is,  for  preserving  the  peace  and  apprehending  offenders  of  a 
eitminnl  or  civil  natore. 

4th.  The  Directors  in  eaeh  town  shailt  on  the  first  Monday  of  each 
monthy  and  oAener»  if  need  be,  with  such  their  peace  officerSf  meet 
togtth«r,atf  well  to  consnlt  for  the  good  regnlating  thereof,  aa  to  hear 
mmI  decide  any  dtflbrences  that  may  arise,  and  to  indict  proper  fine 
or  other  punfishment  on  oflbnders,  accordmg  to  the  general  laws  and 
rules  of  this  colony,  so  far  as  the  peculiar  situation  and  circum- 
stances of  such  town  and  plantation  will  admit  of;  add  as  the 
reformation  of  offenders  is  the  principal  object  in  view,  always  pre- 
ferring serious  admonition  and  advice  to  them,  anfl  tin  ir  making  pub- 
lic satisfaction,  by  public  aclcnowledgment  of  their  fault,  and  doing 
such  public  service  to  the  plantation,  as  the  Directors  shall  judge 
BMOt,  to  fines  in  money,  or  corporal  punishment,  which,  however,  in 
extreme  cases,  such  Directors  shall  infiiot,  as  said  laws  dhneet 

fiih.  The  Directors  of  each  individual  town  or  plantation,  shall, 
onoe  every  qoarter,  or  three  months,  meet  together  to  confer  with 
eaeh  other  on  the  state  of  each  particnlar  town  in  said  settlement, 
and  to  come  into  snch  resolutions  concerning  them  as  they  shall  find 
for  their  best  good,  as  also  to  hear  the  complaints  of  any  that  shall 
judge  themselves  aggrieved  by  the  decision  of  their  Directors  in  their 
several  towns,  who  shall  have  right  to  appeal  to  such  quarterly 
meeting. 

6th.  No  one  convicted  of  sudden  and  violent  breach  of  the  peace, 
of  swearing,  drunkenness,  stealing,  gaming,  fraud,  idleness,  and  the 
like,  before  the  Directors  of  the  particular  lovm  in  which  he  lives, 
shall  have  liberty  of  appeal  to  such  quarterly  meeting,  firom  the  sen- 
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tenee  of  snch  partkobr  Diraetora,  without  fint  proenring  good 

security,  to  the  satisfaction  of  such  Directors,  for  his  orderly  and 
fcober  behaviour  uniil  such  meeting,  and  for  his  submitting  to  and 
complying  wiih  i!ie  sentence  of  such  meeimg. — No  one,  in  maiiera  of 
private  property,  shall  have  liberty  of  appeal  from  such  particular 
Directors^  U>  such  quarterly  general  meeting  of  Directora»  wiiertt  Um 
controversy  is  not  more  than  twenty  shillings. 

7th.  Such  quarterly  meeting  of  Directors,  shall  appoint  an  officer, 
itatedly,  to  attead  them  as  their  clerk«  who  shall  careAilly  nfiaSsr 
their  iNroceedings,  also  an  officer  in  the  character  of  gensral  peace 
oiBoert  or  Sheriff  who  also  shall  attend  them»  and  to  whom  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  whole  settlement  submit  in  the  same  manner  as  tka 
inhabitanu  of  any  county  within  this  colony,  by  law  are  obliged*  to 
their  respective  High  Sheriff. 

8th.  All  persons  within  such  settlement  accused  of  the  high  handed 
crHTii  s  ()1  adultery,  burglary,  and  the  like,  shall  be  arraigned  before 
such  quarterly  meeting,  and  if  convicted,  shall  be  sentencd  to  banish- 
ment  from  such  settlement*  and  a  confiscation  of  all  their  peraooai 
e^bcts  therein,  to  the  use  of  the  town,  where  such  ofience  is  cooh 
mitted,  and  should  there  still  be  the  more  heinous  crimes  of  mur- 
der Gonunittedi  which  God  forbid,  the  o0ender  shall  be  instantij 
arrested,  and  delivered  into  the  hands  of  the  nearest  ciyil  authority 
in  Connecticut,  and  should  any  person  or  persons  be  accused  of 
oounterfeiting  the  bills  or  coins  of  any  province  on  this  continent, 
and  be  thereof  convicted  before  such  quarterly  meeting,  the  coloiiy 
whose  bills  arc  thus  counterfeited,  shall  have  liberty  to  take  such 
offender  and  punish  him,  he  shall  be  instantly  banished  the  settle- 
ment, and  hi>  j)cr<on;il  otli  cts  confiscated  as  aforesaid,  and  all  per« 
sons  convicted  of  any  heinous  crime,  in  any  province  on  this  conti- 
nent, and  shall  lly  from  justice,  the  inhabitants  shall,  as  well  direc- 
tors and  peace  officers,  as  others,  aid  and  assist  their  pursuers  in 
apprehending  them,  that  they  may  be  duly  punished  in  the  Govern* 
ment  where  they  have  offended. 

9th.  No  appeal  shall  be  from  the  doings  of  such  quarterly  meetti^, 
or  their  decrees,  to  the  Susquehanna  Company,  in  general,  save 
where  the  property  of  land  is  disputed,  in  which  case  the  appellant 
shall  first  secure  the  appellee  fiur  his  costs,  if  he  make  not  his  appeal 
good  before  the  Company. 

10th.  The  inhabitants  of  each  town,  to  wit: — All  tiie  males  of 
twenty-one  years  and  upwards,  and  a  pio[)rietor  in  one  of  the  ''aid 
towns  shall  anuuidly  m^t,  on  th<i  tirst  Monday  in  December,  and 
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choose  Directors  for  such  town,  with  their  peace  officers,  and  other 
officers  that  shall  be  found  necessary  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  the 
Directors*  ete.»  tbrnt  now  may  be  cboieii,  shall  have  autiwrity  until 
new  are  chosen,  and  no  longer* 

11th.  The  Direelors  of  each  town  shall  make  oat  and  exhibtt  to 
their  flrst  quarterly  meeting,  a  list  In  the  rateable  estate  and  polb  of 
the  inhabitants  of  each  town,  and  such  quarterly  meeting  shall  have 
power  to  assess  the  inhabitants  for  defraying  poblie  expenses*  as  also 
to  enforce  the  assessment  made  m  cacli  part  icular  town,  if  need  be. 

12th.  The  law  regulating  the  militia  of  this  colony,  shall  be  parti- 
cularly attended  to  by  the  Directors  of  the  respective  towns,  and 
the  ponf  ral  regulation  thereof,  as  the  particular  rirrtimstnnce?  of  the 
[people  require,  shall  be  in  the  power  of  such  general  quarterly 
meeting. 

Also,  we  do  itolemnly  declare  the^  and  such  other  regnlatioas  as 
we  shall  hereafter  come  into,  by  and  with  the  adviee  and  consent  of 
the  Svsqnehanna  Company,  in  fiill  meeting  assembled,  to  be  of  foree 
and  binding  on  as,  and  on  eaeh  of  as,  oar  heirs  and  assigns,  ontil  the 
colony  of  Connecticot  shall  annex  ns  to  some  one  of  the  counties  of 
this  colony,  or  make  os  a  distinct  county,  or  we  obtain  from  the 
said  colony,  or  from  his  Gracious  Majesty,  King  George  the  Third, 
whose  true  and  loyal  subjects  we  are,  powers  of  Government  in  some 
more  permanent  mothwl. 

And  lastly,  it  is  further  agreed  and  voted,  that  the  Directors  in 
each  of  the  several  towns  now  settled,  and  that  shall  be  settled,  shall 
forthwith  procure  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  agreements,  which  shall  be 
entered  at  large  in  a  book  for  that  purpose,  and  all  the  male  inhabit- 
ants of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  shall,  personally,  subscribe  the 
same  with  their  own  proper  names,  or  mark,  and  strictly  abide  by 
and  fal61  the  same ;  and  such  inhabitants  or  settlers  at  are  already 
come  into,  to  settle,  or  shall  hereafter  app^r  to  come  in  as  settlers, 
as  shall  neglect,  or  refuse  to  subscribe  to  and  abide  by  the  foregoing 
agreements  shall  not  coniinue  there,  nor  be  admitted  as  settlers  on 

sau]  lands. 

Voted,  that  the  followinfr  persons  be,  and  they  are  hereby  ap- 
pointed Directors  in  the  several  towns  hereafter  mentioned,  until 
the  first  Monday  in  December  next,  with  the  powers  and  authority 
according  to  the  foregoing  agreement. 

To  wit For  the  town  of  Wilkesbarre,— Maj.  John  Durkee,  Capt. 
Zebukm  Butler,  and  Obadiah  Gore,  Jr. 

For  the  town  of  Plymoathr-Phioeat  Nash,  Capt.  David  Manrhi, 
and  J.  Gaylord* 


Digitized  by 


160 


HISTORY  OF  WYOMl£iQ 


In  New  Providence, — Isaac  Tripp,  Esq.,  Timothy  Keys,  and 
Gideon  Baldwin. 

For  the  town  of  KiogstoD* — Capt  Obadiah  Gore,  Z^atihao  Deoieon, 
and  Parshall  Terrv. 

m 

For  the  towa  of  FittBtODt — Cakb  Bates,  Janes  Browii»aiMi  Lem- 
net  Hanliiig. 

For  the  town  of  Hanover,  Capt  LAnmi  Blewart»  Wok  Stemvt, 
and  John  Franklin. 

Having  given  a  brief  pietoie  of  the  Valley»  and  raoordad  thn 
building  of  milb— aettling  a  gospel  minister— eetaMiihing  echooli 
the  first  wedding^birth,  and  netaral  death:  having  given  the  early 
Constitntion  or  Code  of  Laws,  adopted,  medical  gentlemen  may 
expect  the  result  of  our  researches  in  respect  to  meinlMjrs  of  their 
profession.  Dr.  William  Hooker  Smith,  justly  eminent  and  highly 
successful,  emirrrated  to  the  valley,  in  1772  :  and  his  valuable  services 
were  contioued  through  the  revolutionary  war ;  indeed,  until  very 
advanced  age  released  him  from  active  labour.  Bat  there  caoM  fipom 
New  London*  in  I778»  a  noted  surgeon*  whom  many  of  the  people 
desired  to  establish  among  them.  A  paper*  drawn  up  by  Henry 
Cisrey*  (and  it  is  a  very  neat  piece  of  penmanship,)  §br  sttbsor^>lioo, 
proposes  to  pay  Dr.  John  Caulkins,  in  case  he  should  settle  amonf 
us  in  the  quality  of  a  physician,"  (the  sums  to  be  anaeiied,)  the 
money  to  be  laid  oat  in  land  for  his  benefit  and  use,*'  etc*  Among 
the  names  subscribed  are,  Anderson  Dana,  £2  8 ;  James  Stark, 
£\  1  etc.,  and  other  less  sums.  The  issue  of  the  negotiation,  I  have 
not  been  able  to  ascertain. 

The  most  important  exterior  event  that  occurred,  nffi  ctingf  the 
interests  of  Wyoming,  during  these  two  years,  was  an  o0v:ial  move- 
ment  on  the  part  of  the  Government  of  Connecticut,  asserting  her 
Charter  claim  west  of  the  Delaware*  The  progress  of  the  new  set- 
tlement had  been  watched  with  intense  interest.  As  peace  reigned 
and  prosperity  abounded :  as  the  settlers  had  shown  themselves  nam* 
potent  to  defend  themselves,  and  their  foot-hold  seemed  permanently 
established,  it  was  deemed  a  fitting  time  for  making  a  declaraCioii  of 
right,  and  opening  a  negotiation  with  the  Proprietary  Government, 
in  respect  to  the  disputed  territory. 

At  the  session  of  the  General  Assembly,  in  October,  1773,  a  Reso- 
lution was  adopted,  "That  the  Colony  wonlti  make  their  claim  to 
those  lands ;  and  in  a  legal  manner  support  the  same." 

It  was  also  Resolved,  That  Commissioners  should  be  appointed 
to  proceed  to  Philadelphia,  to  negotiate  a  mode  of  brmgiqg  the 
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conlroversy  to  an  amicable  conclusion.  Col.  ElipUalct  Dyer,  T>r. 
Johnson,  and  J.  Sti  ona:,  Esq.,  were  duly  empowered,  and  about  the 
oiiddle  of  December,  opened  th?  nmftfr,  by  pre<;f ntin;?  their  creden- 
tials, and  a  letter  fiXMii  His  Excellency,  Gov.  Trumbull  lo  Guv.  Penn. 
Tlie  ao%m,  letters,  replies  and  rejoinders,  go  90  HUioh  ioto  details  in 
retpeot  to  title,  repeatiag  what,  in  substance,  we  have  before  fully 
<Mtad,  4lwt  ft  pvUicittioii  ef  tbem  in  ettWMO,  in  the  body  of  -this 
work,  is  regmrded  as  unnecessary*  A  statement  of  the  poiifis  oade 
nmy*  however,  prove  acoeptable.  On  the  part  of  Conneotioat  il  was 
proposed,  That  •Commissioners  he  mutually  appoiMed  to  run  the 
respective  lines,  and  ascertain  the  extent  of  eoiiAieliiig  Charier 
claims. 

The  Governor  und  Council,  on  behalf  of  Pennsylvania,  denying  any 
right  of  Conuecticut,  west  of  New  York,  declined  to  accede  to  the 
proposition. 

It  was  next  proposed,  in  accordance  with  the  Act  of  Assembly, 
**  To  join  in  an  application  to  his  Majesty  to  appoint  Commissbners," 
to  asoertain  the  rightful  boundaries  of  the  contesting  colonies. 

To  this,  Governor  Penn  and  the  Council  replied,  by  decisively 
<lecliAing  the  proposition,  but  suggests  that  Connecticut  should  make 
MepartOe  applicatkm  to  bis  Majesty. 

A  third  proposition  was  then  made  by  the  Connecticut  Agents 
That  Pennsylvania  sliould  continue  to  exercise  jurisdiction  over  the 
West  Branch,  where  her  authorily  already  extended,  and  Connecti- 
cut should  extend  her  laws  over  Wyoming,  and  that  part  of  the  set- 
tlement which  was  not  under  the  laws  of  Pennsylvania,  so  long  as 
the  dispute  continued  with  the  mother  country,  and  until  a  decision 
by  his  Majesty,  in  Council,  or  some  other  amicable  way  might  be 
obCaioed* 

A  o^tivet  as  decided,  was  giren  to  the  last»  as  to  the  two  former 
propoeitkHiSt  and  Messrs.  Byeri  Johnson,  and  Strong,  returned  to 
Coooeotieut 

Throughout  the  proceedings,  the  greatest  urbanity  and  mutual 

respect  were  manifested.  Much  ability  was  displayed  on  both 
sides j  and  tlie  Connecticut  Commissioners  effected  all  that  they 
could  have  expected  w  hen  they  opeiied  the  negotiation.  An  earnest 
ap|)eal  had  been  made  to  accommodate  the  unhappy  differences  by 
amicable  means — a  mutual  commission — a  reference  to  his  Ma- 
jesty— a  division  of  jurisdiction,  until  a  peaceable  settlement  could 
be  made  I  What  more  fair  could  be  offered  ?  The  moral  influences 


Digitized  by 


m 


HISTORY  OF  WYOMlIiG. 


at  home  and  abroad,  could  not  fail  to  prove  of  powerful  aid  to  the 
ofieriDg,  against  the  rejecling  parly. 

Gov.  Penn  communicated  the  whole  proceedings  to  the  Aseembiy, 
whose  answer  on  the  occasion,  though  decided,  is  so  mild,  that  it 
sliows  the  favorable  impression  the  CoDUecticut  DelegateSt  per* 
aooally,  had  made  in  Philadelphia. 

To  prevent  the  miachievoaa  effects  of  this  unkiiid  and  mmei^ 
borly  diapotitioa  io  the  GoyernmeDt  of  Connecticut,  we  beg  leave 
earnestly  to  xequest  that  you  will  pursue  every  efl^tual  meuore  to 
cell  the  clainMnts  before  bis  Majesty^  in  Council,  and  to  fairing  their 
datm  to  an  inunediate  decision.** 

The  important  proceedings  of  the  Cdnnecticot  Atsembly,  on 
receiving  the  report  of  their  Agents,  oommenoiiig  a  new  year,  will 
lie  aoUced  in  thti  luUowiog  letter. 
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1T74. — Connecticut  assumes  jun.  li^tion— town  of  Wcitmoreland— Town  meeting— Db- 
tricto— electiou  of  one  hundred  oiliccrs — Town  aign  poct  eatabliabed — Several  town  meet- 
ings—Ci«y  and  militory  organintioii— Reprweotalivw  to  AMemifaly-^Sehoal  committne- 
Inddioai  atlickf— AlMm-HMClinf  of  Piopiulofft^Praeaedlqg— Sales  and  priee  «f  laodt 


Two  Tears  of  repose  presented  no  event  for  the  record  of  the  hii- 
toriAD*s  pen  more  eiciting  than  the  ordinary  occurrences  of  peace 
ud  doaoestic  prosperity.  The  succeeding  year,  1774t  though  equally 
peaceful  and  prosperous,  yet  assumes  in  our  annals  an  increased  in- 
terest. It  was  the  year,  more  than  any  other,  in  the  memory  of  the 
ancient  people,  of  unalloyed  joy  and  gladness,  even  surpassing  the 
two  by  which  it  was  preceded.  On  the  report  of  Messrs.  Dyer, 
Johnson  and  Strong,  the  General  Assembly  of  Connecticut  adopted 
decisive  measures  to  bring  the  settlement  on  the  Susquehanna  under 
her  iannediate  jurisdiction*  An  act  was  passed  early  in  January* 
erecting  all  the  territory  within  her  charter  limits,  from  the  river 
Delaware  to  a  line  fifteen  miles  west  of  the  Sosquehanna»  into  a 
town,  with  all  tiie  corporate  powers  of  other  towns  in  the  cotony, 
to  be  called  Wmthoulaiid^  attaching  it  to  the  county  of  Litchfield. 
This  most  desirable  event  was  huled  by  the  people  with  unbounded 
satisifiction.  Venerating  the  law,  they  now  felt  that  it  pervaded  the 
settlement  with  a  holier  sanction  than  thr-ir  own  mere  agrtM^nicnt, 
or  the  resolutions  of  the  Susquehanna  Company,  could  impart.  To 
all  intents  and  purposes,  in  name  as  well  as  in  fact,  a  portion  of  the 
ancient  lnu;h  standing  Colony  of  Connecticut,  eminent  for  order, 
learning  and  piety,  the  character  of  the  parent  was  now  felt  to  be 
officially  imparted  to  this,  her  true,  though  distant  ofispring-  More« 
over,  the  distinct  legalization  of  what  had  before  been  done»  and  the 
pledge  of  protection  for  the  fiiture,  implied  in  the  extension  of  her 
laws  to  the  settlement,  were  regarded  as  points  attained  of  great 
importanoe*  A  sense  of  security  existed,  a  lediog  of  coofideoee  eA> 
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medf  inrhich  gave  force  to  contracts,  encouraged  luduiiiry,  and  stimu- 
lated enterprise. 

In  accordance  with  the  Act  of  Assembly,  Governor  Turnbuil 
issued  his  proclamation,  forbidding  any  settlement  within  the  limits 
of  WestmorelaDdy  except  under  the  authority  of  Connecticut.  Near 
the  same  time  a  proclamatioii  from  the  Governor  of  P^DDsylvania, 
prohibited  any  settlement  on  the  contested  claims,  under  pretended 
grants  from  Conneeticut»  or  any  other  than  the  authority  c€  the  Pro- 
prietaries. 

Proper  measures  had  been  adopted  dor  the  introducltoo  of  the 
laws  and  usages  of  the  Civil  Crovemment  of  Connectieut.  Mbmkm 

Butler  ;ind  \athan  Denison  were  commissioned  Justices  of  the 
Peace,  willi  directions  to  call  a  town  meeting  of  the  Freemen  of 
Westmoreland,  with  a  view  to  a  perfect  organization,  and  for  ih& 
purpose  of  choosing  town  oilicers  for  the  ensuing  year.  These  ^n- 
tieroen  have  been  before  noticed.  Nature  never  formed  twciexeel* 
lent  men.  in  mm  distinct  contrast.  Butler,  polished  in  manoer, 
quick  in  pefceptioo,  vehemeiit  and  rapid  in  execution ;  Deoiaon, 
piaior  tbough  eourtaoos,  slow  to  speak,  as  oarefiil  to  coDsider,  oool 
and  firm,  if  not  alert  in  actkNi.  Both  onimsal  fiLvcrites,  we  again 
advert  to  their  characters  becattse  they  wen  the  two  great  mad 
acknowledged  leaders  in  Westmoreland. 

The  organization  being  now  sojiiewhat  complicated,  ihe  reader 
will  please  to  observe  the  difference  between  a  to^cji  and  a  towns/iip. 
The  town  of  Westmoreland  legally  incorporated  for  civil  pur[x)^t  s. 
was  about  seventy  miles  square,  and  conid  only  be  established  by 
supreme  Legislative  authority*  Witinn  this  limit  a  number  of  town- 
ships of  &fe  or  six  miles  square,  were  laid  off  by  the  Delaware  and 
Susquehanna  Companies,  divided  into  lots,  which  were  drawn  ftr 
t)y  Praprielors,  or  sold.  These  townships  had  power  to  make  ■oo4> 
fill  rules  and  bye-laws  for  their  iaterior  regulation,  the  estahUshiBenl 
of  roads,  the  care  or  disposal  of  vacant  btsb  and  olber  mattm  em- 
tirely  local.  Of  these  there  already  existed  Wilkesbarre^  Hanover, 
Plymouth,  Kingston,  or  the  Forty,  Exeter,  Pittston,  and  Capouse,  or 
Providence;  more  were  from  time  to  time  added.  A  town  meeting 
therefore,  noWf  when  "legally  warned,"  called  together  all  the 
Freemen,  in  all  the  townships  or  settlesncnts,  from  the  Delaware  to 
fifteen  miles  beyond  the  Susquehanna,  and  from  the  Lehigh,  north 
to  Tioga  Point 

The  £rst  town  meeting  t-— But  wo  are  sure  the  curious  reader  wMl 
ho  pleased  lo  hear  the  old  reoords,  page  first,  speak  •fi>r  thamaalvea; 
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the  more  especiallv  as  thnv  will  exhibit  the  general  orgnnization  of 
towns  in  Connecticut,  tbe  number  and  kind  of  officers  chosen,  and 
•how  the  pure  Democracy  that  prevailed  in  their  system  of  Govern* 
ment  At  that  time  tbe  Assembly  met  twice  a  year.  Delegates 
held  their  commissions  only  six  months,  so  cautious  were  tbe  peojile 
of  intrusting  power.  Bach  town  elected  one  or  two  members,  ac- 
cording to  their  population. 

Before  we  proceed  to  copy  the  votes,  it  may  be  proper  to  say — that 
every  town  in  the  colony  kept,  and  we  presume  still  keeps,  a  regular 
record  of  its  elections,  oj  tiers,  votes,  etc.  While  most  of  the  valuable 
papers  in  the  settlement  were  destroyed,  by  singular  good  fortune 
the  volume  of  "Westmoreland  Records  was  saved,  and  is  in  a  state  of 
excellent  preservation.  The  neat  manner  in  which  they  were  kept, 
the  generally  fine,  liberal  and  patriotic  spirit  they  breathe,  reflect  the 
highest  honour  on  the  ancient  people.  Bearing  the  image  and 
superscriptkm"  of  the  fathers  ol  Wyoming,  we  shall  quote  them 
freely,  both  as  curious  from  their  antiquity,  and  interesting  as  re- 
flecting the  impress  of  tltoee  whose  hbtory  our  labours  record. 

^  At  a  town  meeting  legally  warned  and  held  for  Westmore- 
land, March  ye  Ist,  1774,  for  choosing  town  officers,  etc,  ZebuNn 
Butler,  Esq.,  was  chosen  moderator  for  the  work  of  the  day.  Major 
Ezekiel  Pierce  was  chosen  town  clerk. 

"March  ye  1st.  A'oted  that  this  meefint;  adjourned  until  to- 
morrow morning  at  this  place,  at  eight  of  the  clock,  in  ye  forenoon. 

"March  ye  2d,  1774,  this  meeting  is  opened  and  held  by  ad* 
journment  Voted,  that  ye  town  of  Westmoreland  be  divided  in  tbe 
loilowii^  manner  into  districta— that  is  to  say,  that  ye  town  of 
Willtesbarre,  be  one  entire  district,  and  known  by  the  name  of 
Wllkesbarre  district :  And  that  ye  town  of  Hanover,  and  all  the  land 
south  of  Wllkesbarre,  and  west  oo  Susquebanna  riw,  and  east  on 
the  Lehigh,  be  one  district,  by  ye  name  of  Hanover  district.  And 
that  Plymouth,  with  all  ye  land  west  of  Susquehanna  river,  south 
and  west  to  the  town  line,  be  one  district,  by  ye  name  of  Plymouth 
district :  and  (hat  Kingston,  with  ye  land  west  to  ye  town  line,  be 
one  district,  by  ye  name  of  Kingston  district :  and  that  Pittston  be 
one  district,  by  ye  name  of  Pittston  district :  and  that  Exeter,  Pro- 
vidence, and  all  the  lands  west  and  north  to  ye  town  line,  be  one  dis- 
trict, by  ye  name  of  ye  North  District :  and  that  Lackaway  settle- 
ment aiid  Blooming  Grove^  and  Sheolah,  to  be  one  district,  and  to 
be  called  by  ye  name  of  ye  Lackaway  district :  and  that  Cosbutunk, 
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and  all  ye  settlements  on  Delaware,  be  one  districl,  and  joined  to  ye 
Other  dutricts,  and  known  by  ye  nam  of  ye  eaat  diitrict. 

Christopher  Avery,  Nathaniel  Landon,  Samuel  Ransom,  Isaac 

Tripp,  Esq.,  Caleb  Bates,  Lazarus  Stewart,  Silas  Parke,  were  chosen 

Selectmen,  for  ye  year  ensuing.  Isaac  Tripp,  Esq.,  refused  to  accept. 
Joiin  Jenkins  was  chosen  Selectman  in  ye  nxjni  of  Esfj.  Tripp. 

**  Captain  Stewart  refused  to  accept.  Roseweli  Franklin  was  cho- 
sen Selectman  in  ye  room  of  Captain  Stewart. 

TOWN  TBBASORnU 

**  Zebulon  Butler,  £sq.,  was  chosen  Town  Treasurer. 

OOinTABUi  AND  COLLmOBi  OF  KATBB* 

"  Asa  Stevenst  Timotby  Smith,*  Jonathan  Haskel,  Asaph  Whittle- 

sy,  Noah  Adams,  Phineas  Clark,  William  Smith,  were  chosen  Con- 
stables and  Collectors  of  Rates. 

WUKWMWOWM  OV  flIOBWATt* 

Anderson  Dana,  Daniel  Gore,  Elbha  Swift,  Thomas  Stoddart, 
Thomas  Bennet,  F^nin  Ross,  Rufns  Lawrence,  Samael  Raosooi, 
Jonathan  Pbrker,  Isaac  Baldwin,  Zavan  Tracy,  Elijah  Witter,  John 

Ainsley,  William  Hibbard,  James  Lastley,  John  Dewit,  John  Jen- 
kins, jr.,  Aaron  Tliomas,  Anthony  Chimer,  Abraham  Riiss,  Benjamin 
Vancampin,  Benjamin  Harvey,  were  chosen  Surveyors  of  Highways. 

"John  Abbott,  William  Warner,  Ezekicl  Pierce,  William  Buck, 
Nathan  Denison,  Esq.,  Thomas  Stoddart,  Frederick  Eveland,  John 
Baker,  Charies  Gay  lord,  Samael  Slaughter,  Abraham  Harding, 
Captain  Parriah,  John  Jamison,  John  Gardner,  were  ebosen  Pence 
Viewers,  for  ye  year  ensaing. 

LISTERS. 

**  Anderson  Dana,  Daniel  Gore,  Elisha  Swift,  Eliphalet  Follet, 
Perrin  Ross,  Nathan  Wade,  Jeremiah  Blanchard,  Zavan  Tracy. 
Uriah  Chapman,  Gideon  Baldwin,  Silas  Gore,  Moses  Thomas,  Ema- 
nuel Consawler,  John  Jenkins  and  Phineas  Clark,  were  chosen  Lis- 
ters, for  ye  year  ensuing. 

•This  gentlemM  m  iportiveljr oJlcd  **oM*1iedl,*'  because  of  the  aUUiy  dwpbijcd  in 
liriwittg  Conixcticiit  to  MUhttih  the  town  of  Wettmofekml. 
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"Elisha  Swift,  Ebenezer  Hibbard,  and  Captain  Silas  Pkrke,  were 
chosen  Leather  Sealers  ye  year  ensuing. 

"  Jabez  8iU9»  James  Stark,  William  Buck,  Blias  Church,  Fbineas 
Nash,  Thomas  Heath,  Barnabas  Cary,  Lemuel  Harding^  dezekiah 
Bingham,  John  Franklin,  Timothy  Keys,  were  choaen  Grand  Jurors 

ye  year  ensuing. 

TYTHINO  MEX. 

"Philip  Weeks,  Elihu  William?,  I.uke  Swetland,  Justice  Gaylord, 
James  Brown,  Isaac  Parriiib,  Timothy  Hopkins,  were  chosen  Ty- 
thiog  men. 

SEALERS  OF  WEIGHTS  AND  MBA8URBS. 

"  Jabez  Sills,  Captain  Obadiah  Gore,  Captain  Silas  Parke,  Captain 
Lazarus  Stewart,  were  chosen  Sealers  of  Weights  and  Measures. 

KEY-KEEPEKS. 

"  Daniel  Gore,  Jabez  Fish,  Timothy  Pierce,  Uriah  Stevens,  Thomas 
Heath,  Jeremiah  Blanchard,  Jonathan  Uaskal,  Zifwon  Hibbard,  were 
chosen  Key  Keepers."  Thus  was  the  town  organized  by  the  desig- 
nation of  one  hunchred  offioersp 

April  11  and  18,  the  second  town  meeting  in  Westmoreland  was 
held.  Two  hundied  and  six  persons  took  the  freeman's  oath,  as 
required  by  law.  A  tax  was  laid  of  one  penny  in  the  pound, 
**  to  purchase  ammunition  for  the  town's  use,  and  other  necessaries." 

Application  to  the  Assembly  was  directed  iur  a  Court  of  Probate, 
and  the  establishment  of  a  Regiment.  Pounds  already  built,  were 
pronounced  lawful  pounds.  Roads  heretofore  csttiblished,  were  de- 
clared lawful  highways,  on  vvluch  taxes  nii<:(it  bo  laid  out. 

Voted — That  for  ye  present,  ye  tree  that  now  stands  northerly 
from  Captain  Butler's  house,  shall  be  ye  Town  Sign  Post." 

This  matter  of  the  legal  sign  post,  is  of  weightier  import  than, 
without  explanation,  m^ht  be  imagined.  Newspapers  in  those  days  ^ 
were  little  known,  save  m  the  larger  cities.  It  had  therefiirs  been 
enacted,  that  a  sign  post  be  established  in  each  town,  on  which  notices 
of  public  meetings,  public  sales,  stray  animals  taken  up,  etc,  should 
be  nailed  or  placed,  to  render  them  legal.  It  is  proper  to  add, 
that,  as  an  uccoiiipanimont  of  the  sign  post,  which  was  also  the 
legal  whipping  post,  a  pair  of  stocks  was  provided  for  a  punishment 
of  the  guilty,  and  a  warning  to  deter  from  crime.  Tlu  st;  (now 
abjured)  monuments  of  civilization  and  law,  were  derived  from 
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England,  and  brought  over,  nay,  almost  venerated  by  our  Puritan 
fathers.  The  ancient  }>illury  and  wooden  hoffle,  first  disappeai ed, 
the  whipping  post  and  stocks  soon  fljllowed.* 

A  third  town  meeting  was  hoiden  April  28,  1774. 

"  Captain  Butler  was  chosen  Moderator,  for  ye  work  of  yc  day. 

Voted  that  Captaio  Zebulon  Butler,  Captain  Timothy  Smith,  Mr. 
Christopher  Ay&ry,  and  Mr.  John  Jenkins,  be  appointed  agents  in 
behalf  of  this  company  of  settlers,  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the  Gene* 
ral  AsBembly,  to  be  hoiden  at  Hartford  in  May  next,  etc" 

The  same  gentlemen  were  also  appointed  as  agents  to  the  Sas* 
qnehanna  Company^  which  was  to  assemble  at  Hartlbrd,  on  the  Mh 
of  May. 

It  is  presumeti  that,  at  this  time  the  number  of  t!ie  members  of 
Assembly  Westmoreland  would  be  entitled  to,  had  not  been  desig- 
nated. Thereafter  two  were,  or  might  be  elected  for  each  sessioo, 
during  the  continuance  of  the  Jurisdiction  of  Connecticut. 

The  John  Jenkins  named,  was  the  elder,  and  father  of  Colonel 
John  Jenkins,  both  distingaished  patriots,  who  wiii  appear  fro* 
quently  and  honorably  on  our  pages. 

The  fourth  town  meeting  was  held  June  27,  Zebnion  Butler  Mods- 
rator.  Votes  were  passed  to  form  thensdives  into  companies  m 
a  military  way."  Each  dirtrict'in  Westmoreland  to  be  a  company. 
And  Zebttlon  Botier,  Esq.,  Major  Esekiel  Pierce,  and  Mr.  Jobn 
Jenkins  were  appointed  as  a  committee  to  repair  to  the  several  die* 
tricts,  and  lead  each  company  to  a-  choice  of  officers,  etc. 

On  the  oUlU  of  September,  a  iiiih  town  meeting  was  held,  Captain 
8.  Fuller,  moderator. 

Captain  Butler,  and  Mr.  Joseph  Sluman,  were  chosen  represen- 
tatives to  the  next  Assembly,  and  these  were  the  first  persons  ad- 
mitted  to  the  full  participation  of  the  rights  of  members,  not  as  dele- 
gates from  territories,  having  a  power  to  debate,  but  not  a  right 

*  1  he  render  of  Hudibras  wiii  recollect  that  he  several  times  bec4me  intimately  acquainted 
with  thoM  instruments  of  panwhment,  or  persmiivn  to  rapsntanee,  for  his  imdy  fiodU  him 
riniflf  in  a  portiifB  frhfeh  ooduiotM  h»  thus  to  MMrMi  the  Itnighl 

"  ULuotii  she,  1  grieve  to  see  your  leg 
Smelt  bi  •  bote  hnt  Kke  a  peg, 
And  if  I  knaw  whieb  ««j  to  dot 
< Yoor  liouoar  Mfo)  I'd  let  jou  out** 

TIdi  mode  of  punishment  is  ididersd  daaneol  bj  its  oilnuM  oiitiqoity.  WiXS»,  bi  bii 

dwrmiog  "  Pencillin^s  by  the  Way,"  describing  the  ruins  of  Pompeii,  says,  "on  the  rigbk 
wots  several  small  prisons,  in  ooo  of  wliieh  wat  tbood  tbo  akelclon  of  a  man,  wiib  hbfiwt  bi 
iwa  Hutti  " 
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to  vote;  but  voting  on  all  questiona  that  arose,  uniting  in  making 
laws  for  the  rest  of  the  colony,  as  the  other  members  amdc-  laws 
for  Westmoreland,  and  from  henceforth,  Wyoming,  or  Westmore- 
land, (we  shall  use  ihe  teroM  as  synonimous)  was  in  all  reepects  a 
f>8rt  of  Connecticut,  afl  mncli  m  at  Stoiiiogtoo»  or  8aybrook»  Hail* 
ibiHl,  or  New  Haven. 

The  name  of  Joeepb  Slmiiaii»  oecttn  &«qiiently  io  the  old  recordi« 
Prom  bis  being  often  named  oo  oommittees,  and  wrerd  times  cfaofen 
member  of  Aswmbly,  it  would  appear  that  be  was  trusted  and 
bonoored ;  but  we  eannot  learn  wbenoe  be  oanie»  wbat  was  bis 
fate,  or  whether  he  left  any  family  in  Wyoming.  It  is  most  probable 
that  his  generous  spirit  led  hi/ii  into  the  thickeiit  of  the  terrible 
conflict,  thiit  afterwards  overwlielnied  the  Valley,  and  that  fortune^ 
life,  and  all  remembrance  of  him  were  extinguished  toscther. 

The  sixth  town  meeting  in  that  year  was  held  on  the  17th  of 
October. 

Voted — That  Lieut.  Elijah  Shoemaker,  Mr.  Solomon  Johnsout  Mr. 
John  Jenkins^  Captain  TimotbySmitb,  and  Mr.  Douglass  Davidson, 
be  a  committee  to  meet  such  geotlement  as  shall  be  appointed  at  or 
near  Delaware,  to  mark  out  a  road  from  that  ri  w  to  the  8tt»- 
quehanna*"  Up  to  this  time  therefor^  we  ma)  assert  that  no  road 
existed  from  any  part  of  the  inhabited  oonntry  to  Wyoming.  Bridle 
paths  were  the  only  avenues  to  the  Valley,  except  that  by  the 
Sui^quehanna  river,  on  which  boats  brought  from  below,  at  great 
cost,  heavy  articles  of  indispensable  necussify. 

T!ie  !?cvciitli  town  meetin^:^  was  field  November  22,  from  which, 
in  a  page  or  two,  we  shall  copy  some  interesting  votes. 

The  eighth  and  last  town  meeting  called  daring  1774,  was  held 
tbe  6tJi  of  December,  at  which,  among  a  tariety  of  other  things^  it 

*^  Voledi-That  Elisha  Richards,  Captain  Ransom,  Perrin  Ross, 
Nathaniel  Landon,  Elisha  Swift,  Natb«n  Denison,  Esq.,  Stephen 
Harding,  John  Jenkins,  Anderson  Dana,  Obadiah  Gore,  jr.,  James 
Stark,  Rosewell  Franklin,  Captain  Stewart,  Captain  Parkes,  and 
Uriah  Chapman,  were  chosen  School  Committee,  for  the  ensuing 
year. 

It  may  be  justly  regarded  equally  honorahle  nnd  extraordinary, 
that  a  people  just  commencing  a  settlement  in  a  wilderness,  wrestling 
with  the  yet  rude  and  unbroken  soil  for  bread,  surrounded  by  so 
many  extrinsic  diflkulties  and  causes  of  alarm,  should  be  found  so 
sealously  adopting,  and  so  steadily  pursuing,  measures  to  provide 
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free  mImx^  throughout  tbs  Mltlainesty  tiid  ^HftblWi  the  ptMching 

of  the  gospel. 

The  reader  must  have  been  amused  by  observiog  the  great  number 
of  town  meetings  Ik  Id  this  year.  Hunmn  nature  is  iUustrated  by 
the  review.  After  a  long  period  of  contest  and  sufibring,  now,  for 
the  first  time,  the  lawful  power  existed  to  hold  a  "  legally  warned" 
ineeiiiig,  and  to  give  efficieol  votef.  It  waa  a  new  thing !  What 
a  pleasure  !  But  where  was  the  pleasure  unless  the  right  should  be 
eiercised.  As  the  woodnnan,  when  he  has  obtained  the  kmg  wished* 
for  rifle,  is  not  satisfied  till  he  has  tried  it  again  and  again*  Happf 
people  1  Ewy  tint  of  brilliant  mom  or  blushing  eve,  was  to  your 
delighted  view  a  ray  of  hope  and  joy.* 

Over  the  three  years  that  had  just  passed,  scarce  a  cloud  had 
arisen  to  interrupt  the  cheering  sunshine.  But  just  towards  the 
close  of  1774,  a  policy  be^an  to  develop^  itself,  which  occasioned 
no  inconsiderable  alarm  and  trouble.  Persons  came  in  as  settlers, 
bought  u  Connecticut  title  to  a  lot,  became  regular  inhabitants,  and 
then  avowed — That  they  did  this  from  policy — that  they  considered 
the  Connecticut  claim,  in  fact,  good  for  nothing,  and  held  a  better 
lying  under  that,  which  they  bad  bought  elsewhere.  PeanayWania 
surveyors  were  found«  more  or  less  openly,  to  be  making  surveys  in 
various  parts  of  Westmoreland,  and  some  of  the  sagacious  raeo  began 
to  speak  doubtingly,  for  they  saw  breakers  ahead. 

To  estirpate  the  evil  before  it  should  take  deep  root,  the  obvious 
policy  led  to  prompt  action. 

**  At  a  meeting  of  ye  Proprietors  and  settlers,  legally  warned,  and 
held  in  Wilkesbarrt;  district,  in  Westmoreland,  November  22nd,  A.  D. 
1774 — Zebulon  Butler,  Esq.,  was  chosen  moderator  lor  ye  work  of 
ye  day.  Voted,  that  August  Hunt,  and  Frederick  Vaticlcrlip,  now 
residing  on  the  Susquehanna  purchase,  being  men  that  have,  and 
now  do  so  conduct  themselves  by  spreading  reports  about  ye  town 
of  Westmoreland,  much  to  ye  disturbance  of  ye  good  and  wholesome 

*  The  (tate  of  piMMitbfo  cMitoiMnt  of  this  period,  ae  ftpKeented  by  the  old  people,  whh 
whom  I  have  converged,  Wngtn  the  whole  with  romatiee.  Contfaaied  nith  the  Ule  that 
awaited  them,  the  lioee  of  Gray  often  occur  to  my  mind 

*'  Fair  faMf ha  thamoro,  and  eefl  the  tephyr  blow*, 
While  proodty  lidiiif  o*er  the  aaore  iwlm 

III  gallant  trim  the  gildni  veewl  goes, 

Youth  on  the  prow,  nnd  pleasure  nt  the  helm 

Ri  J  iruloRs  of  the  sacrping  whiriwind'ti  «\vdY, 
That,  Uusticd  in  grim  report*,  ejcpedsbis  e«vaing  p»j." 
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ialaUttiits  of  tMt  town,  tad  bf  fibek  taking  apaad  kolduig  lud 

under  ye  pretension  of  ye  title  of  Pennsylvania,  contrary  to  ye 
proclamation  of  ye  Governor  of  this  colony,  and  contrary  to  ye  votes 
of  ye  Susquehanna  Company,  etc.  It  iis  now  voted  that  ye  said 
Hunt  be  expelled  this  purchase,  and  he  be,  assfMjn  as  may  be,  remov- 
ed out  of  }  e  purchase  and  out  of  ye  town  of  Westmoreland,  by  ye 
committee  hereafter  appointed,  at  ye  coat  of  this  Company,  in  Mwh 
way  as  ye  committee  shall  think  proper. 

Voted,— That  Capt.  Stephen  Fuller,  Cspt  Robert  Durkee,  As*, 
bel  Buck,  Nethan  Denison,  Ek^b  Capt  Samuel  Ransom,  John  Mne^ 
Abraham  Harding,  Roaewell  Franklin,  John  Jenkins,  Jr.,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  make  inquiry  into,  and  search  after  all  persons  that  are 
suspected  to  haye  been  taking  land  under  the  title  of  Pennsylvania, 
etc.,  and  that  they  have  full  power  to  expel  any  person  or  persons  from 
tfiis  purchase  and  town,  whom  they  or  ye  niajor  p^irt  of  thern  judge 
unwholesome  inhabitants,  ou  account  of  their  taking  land  under  ye 
title  of  Pennsylvania,  and  their  conducting  contrary  to  ye  proclama- 
tion of  ye  Governor  of  ye  Colony  of  Connecticut,  and  yo  votes  of  yo 
Susquehanna  Company,  etc.,  and  also  remove  them  at  such  tune  and 
ill  soeb  way  as  they  shall  think  proper,  ont  of  this  town  and  pur- 
chase, and  that  they  be  empowered  by  this  company  to  call  on  the 
Treasurer  for  any  of  ye  bonds  in  his  hands  that  belong  to  this  com- 
pany, and  pot  ye  same  in  soit  against  any  of  ye  persons  who  are 
indebted  to  this  company,  and  are  going  out  of  town,  or  are  spending 
their  estate,  etc.,  and  that  they  collect  ye  same,  or  get  good  security  of 
snch  other  persons  who  are  good  able  landholders  in  this  town,  and  that 
they  lodge  ye  same  in  yc  hands  of  said  Treasurer,  as  soon  as  they  have 
obtained  it,  etc.,  and  Uuii  tlicv  do  ye  same  at  ye  cofjt  of  this  company, 
if  needful,  and  that  they  take  ye  ni^^t  effectual  mf'thod  to  [  rfvent  such 
great  numbers  of  persons  of  evil  name  and  fame,  from  going  up  and 
down  this  river  under  the  pretence  of  laying  out  locations,'*  etc 

The  nine  gentlemen  named  on  the  committee,  embraced,  as  right- 
ly it  should  in  matters  so  delicate  and  important,  one  of  the  leading 
men  from  each  township,  or  district.  While  the  Pennsylvania  party 
kmdly  censored  this  act  of  expulsion,  as  a  high  handed  outrage,  it 
was  justified  by  the  Yankees  as  a  measure  indispensable  to  self- 
preservation.  But  this  game  of  settling  real  Pennsylvania  claimants, 
on  Connecticut  rights,  which  could  be  purchased  cheap,  was  too 
good  to  l>c  abandoned.  One  or  more  gentlemen  of  character  and 
intelligence,  cautious  and  prudent,  had  been  on  the  ground  from  an 
early  day.    The  name  of  David  Meade,  is  signed,  in  fair  round 

11 
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hand*  lo  m  call  of  a  meetu^  of  Ftoprietors  in  Wilkaib«mb  in  ^'^^ 
WhflB  we  My  that  tho  fine  town  of  Meadvillei  the  teat  of  justice  in 
Greipfod  eovnty,  -was  eatabluhed  by  biiii»  wm  »fter  heiog  expelled 
by  the  Yaakeea  from  Wyoming,  the  introdiiotiDa  of  hU  name  viU 
be  aniicteat  to  «wekeo  mteraBt  to  bit  ivtiani  conrae. 

HaTing  spoken  of  the  facility  with  which  landt  could  be  obtatned» 
from  the  lowness  of  price,  at  Wyoming,  before  closing  this  letter, 
I  will  state  briefly  the  sums  paid  for  certain  lots  in  Wilkesbarre,  ia 
the  year  1772-3,  no  later  records  of  deeds,  before  ibe  war,  baviag 
rewai  flLtl  my  research. 

'*  In  the  twelfth  year  of  the  reicrn  of  our  sovereign  lord,  George  ye 
Third,  king,  etc/'  July  6,  1772,  Silat  Gore  tells  to  Jonathao  Sto- 
well  of  Atbfordy  ConDecticut,  for  the  consideration  of  twenty  poundsi 
lawful  money,  one  whole  tettling  right  in  the  townthip  of  Wilkes 
berre,  aaid  right  oontaint— the  home  or  hoote  lot»  No.  26,  the 
meadow  lot»  Na  50— and  the  third  divbiooi  or  baek  lot,  Na  44,  at 
by  the  draftt  of  the  taid  town  may  appear,  tofether  with  all  the 
after  diTinont  which  may  be  medte,  etc*'* 

"August  21,  1772.  Asa  Stephens  sells  to  Enoch  Judd,  for  the 
consideration  of  furty. three  pounds,  lawful  money,  (.^1 13  31)  one  set- 
ling  right  in  the  to\vnshij>  ot  Wiikesbarre,  being  meadow  lot  No.  20, 
house  lot  No.  '^7,  and  back,  or  great  lot,  Na  8,  together  with  all  the 
other  divisions  yet  to  be  made. 

''Elijah  Loomis,  of  Harrington,  in  the  county  of  Litchfield,  sells  to 
Elisha  Swift,  a  whole  right  in  Wilkesbarre,  being  town  lot  Na  3, 
meadow  lot  (about  33  acres)  No.  28,  back  lot  No.  86,  for  one  hundred 
poundt,  on  the  88d  of  February,  in  the  13th  year  of  the  reign  of  o«r 
torerelgo  lord  George  the  Third,  kiqg,**etc.  It  wet  wite  policy  ia 
the  Sutqnehanna  people  to  be  particular  in  their  deeds  of  conveyance 
to  repeat  "  our  tovereign  lord  George  the  King," — hr  it  was  contem- 
plated to  refer  the  dispute  to  his  majesty,  and  he  could  uot  fml  to  be 
conciliated  by  this  evidence  of  devotion. 

One  more  instance  will  close  our  present  reference  to  prices.  The 
burying  ground  lot,  of  near  four  acres,  was  bought,  in  1772,  for 
£9  10,  or  $31  67.  At  slinple  interest  to  1842,  seventy  years,  the 
amount  would  be,  principal,  #31  67,  interett,  $133;  added,  il64  67. 
Allow  the  sum  to  double  every  sixteen  yeart,  then  in  1788,  it  would 
have  cott  968  84— in  1804,  it  would  have  cost  $im  68—in  1880,  it 
would  have  cott  faSB  86— in  1886,  it  would  have  cott  $606  7d— add 
tlx  yeart  Interett,  up  to  1842, 9188  43,  to  the  principal,  givet  9689 19L 
Allowing  the  rent  of  the  land  to  have  paid  taxet»  how  would  ttand 
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the  investment  ?  The  corresponding  town  lot,  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  street,  would  bring  five  times  thai  saoo.  Several  of  the  town 
lots  would  sell  for  tea  times  that  amount;  and  many,  independent  of 
the  bailding^  erected  on  thero»  would  bring  twenty  times  that  sum. 
In  a  snbseqnent  letter,  the  rise  in  prices  of  lands  will  be  more  par- 
ticularly noted.  We  have  indulged  in  this  prospective  specalatran, 
to  amuse  the  curious  reader,  who  may  trace  our  labours  s  and  be* 
cause  the  subject  pressed  strongly  on  the  mtnd^that  investments, 
judiciously  made  in  lands,  besides  being  safer  than  stocks,  aie  far 
from  being  unprofitable.  A  census,  taken  this  year,  shows  that 
Westmoreland  contained  1922  inhabitants. 

But  the  stirring  events  of  1775  demand  our  attention. 
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1T1S.I  '  Prcwperity — Revolutionary  War — Town  Meeting — Patriotic  Reroiuttons — Seltle- 
ment  on  West  Bninch — Charleston  and  Judoa  dpstroyed  hy  Col.  PKinki  t— Vote  of  Con- 
grens  ;  of  (Connecticut  Council— of  Pennsylvania  Aia»«iui!>ly — Phinkt  t's  invasion  of  Wnv 
ming — Stirring  Scenes — Interposition  of  CongiYss — Civil  War — Col.  Butler — Formkla- 
Ui  Bvevtworic—fiattk— Ddhit  of  Plaolut— PMofid  f  ocUMit— ComMcticQt  prabihili  §m- 
ther  EBMgwliOT  Town  Meelinf— RiTaliy  betwMn  Kiofilon  and  Wmmb>iw  A.mm 
Benl^PiioM  of  Gimtn. 

Tbsu  years  of  traDquil  enjoyment  had  increased  the  number  of  set- 
tlers at  Wyoming^  while  unremitted  industry  upon  a  prolific  soil, 
had  diffused  throughout  the  valley  most  of  the  necessaries,  many  of 
the  conTentencesy  and  some  of  the  luxuries  of  life.  Abundant  food 

and  clothing  were  enjoyed  in  every  cottage.   Numerous  herds  of 

cut  lie  grazed  upon  the  mountains.  Hill  and  meadow  were  spotted 
with  flocks  of  .sheep.  Tiie  Hats,  nearly  cleared,  3'ielded  thirty  aod 
forty  fold  the  seed  that  was  sown.  Scliool-houst  s  \veie  erected  in 
every  di«;tricl.  The  Sabhnth  wns  kf  pt  with  Puritan  strictness. 
Congregated  in  convenient  places,  the  people  listened  to  sermons 
from  their  gospel  ministers.  Prayer  ascended  to  the  Most  High  Ibr 
grace  in  spiritual  matters,  and  his  protection  in  their  secular  000- 
cems;  while 

**  Tlioy  chant  their  artless  wotvs  in  stmptegoiae; 

Thpy  tunp  thrir  hearts,  by  fir  thi-  noldest  aim: 
Perhupti  lJundte'6  wiU  vvurhling  nu  asnres  rise, 
Or  iiliaulivc  Mart^ra,  worthy  of  the  name." 

Such  was  the  picture  presented  by  Wyonning  at  the  commence- 
ment of  ITTf).  At  the  Spring  election,  John  Jenkins,  Esq..  (the 
elder,)  was  ehcted  rnrnilnr  of  Assembly,  to  be  holden  at  Hartrojrl,  ;: 
May.  The  dispute  between  Great  Britain  and  the  colornes,  now 
approaching  to  an  open  rupture,  had  already  ejected  a  sensible, 
and  so  far,  not  unfavorable  influence  on  the  settlement,  as,  by  occu- 
pying the  attention  of  the  Proprietary  Goremment  with  more  im- 
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porfant  aflfairs,  the  Connecticut  peopie  had  been  left  undisturbed  to 
extend  and  eitablitb  their  possessions.  The  battle  at  Lexington  had 
taken  place  April  19lh,  On  the  nth  of  June,  the  battle  of 
Bunker's  Hill  was  ibaght,  so  gkMioas  to  the  American  arms.  The 
efiect  prodaced  at  Wyoming,  by  those  soal>stirriiig  events,  will  • 
be  best  expressed  by  the  simple  reeord  of  a  '*town  meeting  legally 
warned." 

••At  a  meeting  of  ye  Proprietors  and  settlers  of  ye  town  of  West-  ^ 
moreland,  legally  warned  and  litld  m  Weislmorelaiid,  Au^^usL  let,  , 
177.5»  Mr.  Juiin  Jenkins  was  chosen  Moderator  for  ye  work  of  ye  * 
Say.  Voted  that  this  town  does  now  vote  that  they  will  strictly 
observe  and  follow  ye  rules  and  regulations  of  ye  Honorable  Conti-  ^ 
nental  Congress,  now  sitting  at  Philadelphia* 

"  Resolved  by  this  town,  that  they  are  willing  to  make  any  accom- 
modations with  ye  Pennsylvania  party  that  shall  conduce  to  ye  best 
good  of  ye  whole,  not  infringing  on  the  property  of  any  person,  and 
come  in  common  cause  of  Liberty  in  ye  defence  of  America,  and 
that  we  will  amicably  <^ive  them  ye  oflfer  of  joining  in  ye  proposals 
as  soon  as  may  be. 

"  Voted — This  meeting  is  adjourned  until  Tuesday  ye  8th  day  of 
this  instant,  August,  ut  one  uf  the  clock  in  ye  afternoon  at  this 
place." 

**  This  meeting  is  opened  and  held  by  an  adjournment  August  the 
8th,  1775. 

**  Voted — as  this  town  has  but  of  late  been  incorporated  and 
invested  with  the  privileges  of  the  law,  both  civil  and  military,  and 
DOW  in  a  capacity  of  acting  in  conjunction  with  our  neighboring 
towns  within  this  and  the  other  colonies,  in  opposing  ya  late  mea- 
sures adopted  by  Parliament  to  enslave  America. — ^AIso  this  town 
having  taken  into  consideration  the  late  plan  adopted  by  Plu-liament 
of  enforcing  their  several  oppressive  and  unconstitutional  acts,  of  de- 
priving us  of  our  property,  and  of  binding  us  in  all  cases  without 
exception,  whether  wc  consent  or  not,  is  considered  by  us  highly 
jnjuri'ju^  to  American  or  English  freedom;  therefore  do  consent  to 
and  acquiesce  in  the  late  procecdinizs  niid  advice  of  tlie  Continental 
Congress,  and  do  rejoice  that  those  measures  are  adopted,  and  so 
universsUy  received  throughout  the  Continent;  and  in  conformity  to 
the  eleventh  article  of  the  assocmtion,  we  do  now  appoint  a  Commit- 
tee to  attentively  observe  the  conduct  of  all  persons  within  this 
town,  touching  the  rules  and  regulations  prescribed  by  the  Honorable 
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Contineotal  Congress,  ▲?a>  will  unanimously  join  ocr  uunmsK  n 

AJOSRIOA  IN  THE  COMMON  CAUSE  OF  DEFENDING  OUK  L1BBSTT. 

"Voted — That  Mr.  John  Jenkins,  Joseph  Slumari,  Esq,,  Nathan 
Denison,  Esq.,  ^[r.  Obadiah  Gore,  Jr.,  and  Lieut.  William  Buck.  Ixi 
chosea  a  Committflft-oC  CoapMpondanM  for  the  town  of  WestOKice* 
laiKl»''et€. 

Wkile  all  the  volef  of  Uwt  meeting,  breathe  a  spirit  of  patriolini* 
the  notice  of  the  reader  cannot  fail  to  be  attracted  to  the  seoood 
Besolve,  ofieriog  the  oiiTo-branch  to  the  Pemtylwim  parly*  ud 
propoiing  a  tnioe  of  their  private  and  local  qiiane]fl^-4hal  all  hearti 
and  all  baodfl  might  be  muted  in  the  general  deftnee  of  liberty. 
Politic,  ai  it  was  apparently  patriotic  and  fair,  both  partiet  well 
knew,  that  time  gained  was  greatly  important  to  oonaolidale  the 
strength  of  the  settlenient. 

In  no  part  of  the  thirteen  colonies,  neither  in  MassLichusetts  nor 
Connecticut,  was  there  more  lively  zeal,  or  more  jMJrfect  unanimity, 
in  l>ehalf  of  Independence,  than  among  the  settlers  under  the  Coa- 
necticut  Claim  upon  the  Susquehanna  and  Delaware  purchases. 
Among  those  who  had  taken  the  Freeman's  Oath,  pvevious  t»  the 
above  resolutions,  there  proved  to  be  but  one  solitary  lory*  If  wu 
charged  by.  the  Connecticut  people»that  the  interioperB»the  traarieni 
persons,  sent  by  tbe  Fbnnsylvania  landholders,  to  assume  the  mask 
of  Connecticut  settlers,  were  tories.  To  what  extent  this  chaifS 
may  have  been  true,  we  have  now  no  means  of  forming  an  aoewrate 
opinion ;  but  justice  obliges  us  to  say,  in  some  instances  that  odious 
epitiici  was  applied  to  sucli  intruders,  and  assigned  as  a  reason  for 
expelling  them  from  the  settlement 

In  a  distribution  of  lots,  two  years  previous,  mention  was  made  of 
the  St  tiiement  at  Muocy,  on  the  west  branch  ot  the  Susquehanna. 
Two  townships  had  been  surveyed  including  those  inviting  plains, 
so  early  as  1771.  One  waa  named  Charleston,  the  other  Judea. 
We  are  not  able  to  designate  the  actual  settlers,  but  the  iaXltomwg  is 
a  list  of  the  Phiprieton  of  the  fbrmer,  embracing  names  of  aome  of 
the  most  respectable  families  in  Connecticut. 

A  List  of  the  Proprietors  of  the  Township  of  Charleston,  in  the 
Susquehanna  Purchase,  on  the  West  Branch,  June  1772. 

Joseph  Green,  Nathaniel  Green, 

Jonathan  Root,  Daniel  Foot, 
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David  Bigelow, 
David  Carver, 
Joseph  Warters, 
Capt.  Thos.  Looniiy 
John  Clemstedf 
AiiKM  Well8> 
JtOMM  WtHh, 

Cspt  WWism  Cfork, 

WilHam  S wetland, 
Eunice  Wliite, 
Benj.  Kibben, 
Thomas  Heath, 
William  Buck, 

W6  sIm  subjoin  a  Liist  of 


Jonfithan  Harris'  heirs, 
8am' 1  Fitch, 
William  MartiBy 
Jobn  Kellog, 
Israel  Kellog, 
Chariet  Foott 
tanMlCttrw, 
Capt.  Bbenifltar  Lteek 
Ih,  Jolyi  CrmkUf 

Dnvid  Barber,  Esq., 
Nathaiiit'l  Clark, 
Cliarlr^i  Dewey, 
John  Hastings, 
Edward  Lealer. 


in  Jadaa. 


««.  A  Uit  of  tke  Pfoprioton  of  Um  ToanMhip  of  iiidMi«  ia  a»M- 


Aiabel  Hooker, 
Joseph  BaaloB, 
El^h  Atwood, 

Joseph  Waugh, 
Hezekiaii  Huokcr, 
Capt  Abner  Maliory, 
Titus  Barnes, 
Thomas  Porter, 
Josiah  Averity 
Jesse  Weckg, 
Thomai  Walswcnrth, 
DaliTeranGe  Spalding, 
William  ChoalOi 
Aboliab  BodCf 
Capt  Obadiah  Goie. 


Ineraan  Manly>  £aq^ 
John  IfSavDunfortiif 
Ensign  Cdab  Whotlor, 

lieut.  Peter  Guernsey, 

Baiiiuel  Jackson, 
James  Morris, 
Samuel  Sliifer, 
Benjamin  Ilungeribrdy 
James  Hmyfiahy 

Jaons  Kasson, 
Jonathan  Smith, 
Jams  Frisbie, 
Retara  Strong, 
Capt.  Nathan  Hud,  Jr., 
Josiah  Brownson, 
John  Gordon, 


It  will  be  remembered  that  the  General  Assembly  of  Connecticut 
had  not  included  this  settlement  in  the  limits  of  Westmoreland,  the 
west  line  of  that  town  owtendmg  only  fifteen  mile*  beyond  the  North 
firaaah,  not,  therafiMe,  saaahiog  within  twaoty  ar  tharty  inlas  of 
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Maney.*  A  oooiptrtttively  small  wttlemeDt,  nd  ttwyyartniij  it 

offered  at  the  same  time  an  afflicting  eye-sore  to  the  well  ezeiled 
jealousy  of  the  Proprietaries,  and  an  inviting  prize  to  the  cupidity 
of  those  who,  at  some  risk,  should  think  proper  to  seize  it.  In  Sep- 
tember, 1775,  Col.  Plunket,  under  orders  from  the  Government, 
detailed  a  strong  force  from  the  Northumberland  militia,  and  march- 
ed to  break  up  the  aeCtleiBeiitt  at  Cbarlettown  and  Judea*  Tbe 
spirit  or  extent  of  resistance,  is  no  where  praerved,  but  is  pvoauiaed 
to  have  been  iooonsiderable.  One  life  was  ]ost>  and  several  persons 
of  the  Connecticat  party  were  wounded..  It  has  not  been  ascei^ 
tained  whether  any  loss  was  sustained  by  the  Pennsylvania  troops. 
After  burning  the  buildings,  and  gathering  together*  for  distribstkn 
among  the  vietors,  all  the  moveable  property,  the  men  taken  wen 
marched  as  prisoners,  and  confined  in  Sunbury  jail ;  while  the  wo- 
men and  children  were  sent  to  Wyoming,  where  most  of  ihem  had 
relations  or  friends. 

This  successful  expedition  extinguished  forever  al!  settlements,  by 
the  Yankees,  west  of  Westmoreland.  Leaving  the  prisoners  closely 
incarcerated,  our  attention  is  attraoted  to  the  praoeedings  of  Con- 
necticut and  of  Congress. 

Hartford,  Nov.  8, 1775--*'  Letters  were  laid  belbfe  Go«neti  by  the 
Governor,  whieh  stated  that  the  Ftonites,  on  tke  West  ftnnch  of 
the  Susquehanna  river,  were  about  to  cone  500  in  aonber,  annad, 
to  drive  off  the  Conneoticut  settlers  from  the  Wyoming  ooaatry. 

*"i  will  here  remark,  that,io  April  1709  the  Susquebanna  Company  poaseU  a  vote  la 
Mid  on,  in  the  whdt,  540  Mttkr*,  900  of  which  to  havo  land*  m  a  gntu^jr  on  Hbm  Wmi 
Bruieh  of  tho  Smquehannt  river^at  eeveral  lovriialupe  were  toon  afler  kid  out  on  the 
West  Branch  for  that  purpo  l 

"Bv  a  «ubsoquent  nct(M,iv  1775)  the  wpstern  limits  of  thr  town  (of  Westmoreland] 
were  extended  "  westwanl  until  il  nieelp  llic  line  lately  settled  with  the  InJiaiM  at  Fori  Slao- 
wix,  called  the  Stanwix  line."   [The  West  Branch  eettleuients,  were  tberofure.  Included] 

"  In  May,  1775,  out  John  Vineent,  then  zeiidmg  on  the  Wot  Bruieh,  wtt  eppoinlcd  • 
Jmlioe  of  the  Fteee  lor  Litchfield  county.  The  nid  Vinoent,  witb  eewrtl  otheio,  enn 
to  Wyoming  in  Aiig(Mt,nnd  n-questnl  a  nuniberof  people  to  go  on  to  the  West  Branch 
and  malte  aettlemcnta,  and  extend  the  juiisdiction  and  authority  of  Connecticut  to  that 
country:  whereupon,  Moj.  Williain  .Tnild,  and  Jooeph  Sluiiian,  Esq.,  and  about  80  other*, 
went  on  to  the  said  West  Branch  ui  u  {^caceahle  manner  in  the  month  of  September,  aaJ 
on  the  2(Hh  o£  thai  month,  immediately  on  their  arrival  there,  were  ettoehed  aiKt  fired  ufwo 
by  abtmt  500  Nonbamberiend  miliUe ;  one  men  kiHcd,  end  eevenl  »oooded-4he  party  at 
taken  piiaoneii^"  etc.  "  Mesan^  Judd  and  Sluman eent  to  Phikdelphia  Goal — three  noHin* 
ed  in  Sanbury,  and  tbe  othere  dimieaed.'' 

FRANKLIN." 

Co\.  Fr.inklin  su'i'<i  qtTfntlv  stHtos,  tint  A?r'--sr<<  Tij<W  nn<l  f^lnmi^n  (fli«tin;»piclut!  m«l 
amoog  the  VaDkeesi  ae  wiii  appear  io  the  ae^uelj  weca  drtaioed  several  pionUui  ia  {uneon* 
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The  (  ouncil  viewed  it  as  having  a  most  dangerous  tendency,  to 
break  the  union  of  the  colonies,  and  esteemed  it  a  plan,  probably 
concerted  by  enemies,  with  that  view.  The  Governor  was  desired 
to  address  Congress  oa  the  subject,  and  eodeavour  to  have  the 
matter  quieted." 

On  Saturday,  the  4tb  of  November,  baTiiig  been  apprized  of  tbe 
tetnietioa  of  Cfaerierton  and  Jadee^Coograw  cane  to  the  feliowMg 
molwlioo: 

*'The  Congreae,  eonsidermg  that  the  most  peitet  uakm  between 
■Jl  the  eoloniea^  is  eseeotklly  necessary  for  the  j«st  rights  of  Nlnrth 
Amrica,  aetl  being  apprebensi^  that  there  is  great  danger  of  hos- 
tilities being  commenced  at,  or  near  Wyoming,  between  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  Colony  ol  Pennsylvania,  and  lliose  of  Connecticut,** 

Resolved — "  That  the  Assemblies  of  said  colonies  be  refjuested  to 
take  the  most  speedy  and  etiectual  steps  to  prevent  such  hostilities," 

'*  Ordered — That  Mr.  M'Kean,  and  Mr.  Deane,  wait  upon  the 
Homvabie  House  of  Assembly  of  PeDnsyhainar  now  sittmg,  with 
a  oopy  ef  the  abow  resohitions." 

Oidered^That  a  eopy  of  the  said  resdatioDB  be  transmitted  by 
eiprassy  to  the  Magistrates  and  People  of  Fennsylvania  and  Cob- 
■eetkmtt  oo  the  waters  of  the  Sosqnebanna*" 

Unfiinanateiy»  the  inflnenee  of  the  Continental  Congress  was  not 
solfioiently  powerful  to  quell  the  storm.  On  the  7th  of  the  month, 
in  reply  to  the  resolutions  quoted,  an  evasive  verbal  answer  was 
made  by  the  Pennsylvania  Assembly,  through  Mr.  Dickinson:  "De- 
siring lo  know  on  what  evidence  the  Congress  grounded  the  appre- 
hension therein  expressed  of  hostilities  commencing  at,  or  near 
Wyoming,  between  the  inhabitants  of  the  Cobny  of  Pennsyivaniei 
and  those  of  Connecticot." 

The  completey  perhaps  easy  oonqaest,  and  desolation  of  the  Muncy 
settlement,  instead  of  satisfy  Ing*  only  rendered  more  eager  the  Penn- 
sylvania landholders,  to  strike  a  decisive  blow  against  Wyoming. 
CoL  PInnket  had  returned,  his  brow  wreathed  with  victory^  and  a 
long  line  of  Yankee  prisoners  graced  his  trinmphal  entry  into  Sun- 
bury;  while  some  of  his  followers,  enriched  by  so  mucfi  plunder, 
obtained  with  scarce  a  contest,  were  desirous  of  trying  tlieir  fortunes 
in  a  new  enterprise  on  a  more  extended  scale,  offering  to  their  suc- 
cessful arms  an  hundred  fold  more  valuable  reward.  More  elated 
perhaps,  than  wisdom  would  have  justified;  proud  and  flattered  for 
what  he  had  ahready  achieved,  Col.  Plunket  was  told  by  others, 
nad  seems  not  to  have  doubled  hhnselfi  that  he  was  the  man  for 
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trfaom  tlw  hommr  Imd  been  re«erftd»  of  Tcscuing  Wyoming  (the  ^ 

sired,)  Iroin  the  unprincipled  encroachments  of  tlie  moss  trooping 
Yankees.  Had  ho  known  the  gallant  O^den,  and  could  he  have 
appreciated  half  his  worth,  the  Colonel  would  niwlestly  have  judged 
the  task,  without  undervaluing  his  own  prowess,  much  more  difficult 
of  accomplishment  than  seems  to  have  been  apprehended.  But 
anpte  means  were  j^ronimi  him,  and  those  promises  were  fiilfitted. 
An  army,  for  it  may  be  M  termed,  of  eeven  handrad  Mtt»  MM 
ptaeed  at  bn  <ttepoeal.* 

During  tbe  omitiiMiaiiGa  of  ibe  Ifait  Bmn^rmte  aiid  Ymtkm  war» 
fom  tiie  eoanMacemeftt  of  1769,  to  tbe  dofo  of  im,  it  will  be 
remembered  that  every  expedition  agalnat  Wyoming  wee  of  a  mmk 
character.  SherHfIr  Jennings  and  Hacklein  being  oetensibty  the 
chief  oliicers  on  duty,  merely  suj)j>orted  by  Capt.  Ogden,  Capt. 
Francis,  Col.  Clayton,  Capt.  Dick,  Captains  Morris  and  LedHe, 
with  their  several  rnihtary  companies;  the  burnished  mutskel,  the 
glitteiinLT  hayon<  t,  the  four  jxiunder  —  the  whole  martial  urrny  being 
simply  an  appurtenant  to  a  peace  ofiicer  while  he  should  serve  a 
civil  prooeei.  The  same  policy  was  agab  assumed.  Col.  Planket* 
with  bis  sevsa  bmsdred  armed  men,  bis  train  of  boats»  with  aloM  of 
ammunition,  the  leading  and  largest  one  armed  lr,ttb  a  fietd-fim 
toad^  Ibr  action,  on  board,  or  to  be  lan^d,  were  the  mere  accom* 
pammeau  of  William  Cook,  Esq.,  the  High  Sheriff  of  NortbooAier* 
land,  whose  business  at  Wyomiiii^  was  to  arrest  two  or  three  imli- 
▼iduals  on  civil  writs. 

A  high  degree  of  excitement  prevailed  on  both  sides.  Several 
boats  from  Wyominij.  trading  with  the  settlements  below,  w^ere 
seized  on  passing  Fort  Augusta,  and  therr  cargoes  confiscated. 
Early  in  December,  his  preparations  having  been  completed,  CoL 
Fhmket  took  op  his  tine  of  march,  the  weatb^  then  being  mild,  tbe 

"  liomkar  96,  i17&.— Oov.  Penn's  Letter  to  Wm.  Phinket  and  lib  MiiBiali  JmOm  «f 
ibe  Peatt.£itttoao«ai9alKonliWBbariiiML 

"I  have  jait  now  received  a  meange  from  tbe  AawmMy,  fiiaaded  on  &  letter  addnail 
to  them  from  thf  roimty  of  North nmbcrlnnd  rcsfwcting  tlie  Connecticut  ffpttlere  at  Wt«- 
ming,  etc.,  rrqu(  stu)[i  tn.  lu  tjivu  or  !t  n;  far  a  due  execution  of  the  laws  of  this  Province  in 
tbe  counties  of  Is  orthanipton  and  >iorthutnberUnd. 

" III  wawqMinw  UieiMf  1  ii^moAAmMHf  onler  you,  to  use  jaw  aHMil Mgmm  tmk 
•elPllarUpi«llivtlMhi«»«f  M  FnmMn  fgtDMtwmhfimhwt  tfcs  aaasiy  «C  llsrth 
umberland ;  aod  joa  suj  deimnd  on  the  faith  of  tbe  House,  and  my  concurrence  with 
them,  that  every  prepnand  Mecwaiy  txfum  Ihat  may  be  ineuned  on  the  oocMiea  wM 
be  defrayed,"  m. 
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river  free  from  ice,  a  matter  extremely  uousual  at  that  season  of  the 
year. 

Justly  alarmed  at  these  formidable  preparations,  tiie  Wyoriiirig 
people  despatched  an  agent  to  state  tiie  conditioa  of  afiaks  belbre 
Congress,  and  solicit  their  friendly  ioteqxtsition. 

But  wbik  calling  on  Congress  the  inhabitants  were  for  too  wiat 
to  omit  plMing  tliMDselves  in  the  baii  pmnbfe  posture.  oC  deteNt 
Tbm  inilUiwry  irare  roviawed.  Ai  them  was  bo  public  mmaakia  of 
pro? iskMM»  every  man  aUe  to  bear  amu  was  diraeled  Id  hold  bin- 
Mif  io  nadrnm  to  narob  at  a  wmamt^  wanuog*  bb  mm  in  otder, 
with  all  tbo  amamitiBii  nqnieito  ftr  a  waeki  iniwtor*  «mI  proviaioM 
Ibr  at  leaat  three  days. 

Scouts  sent  out  for  the  purf>ose,  returiiud,  one  every  day  with  infor* 
mation  of  the  advance  of  tho enemy,  who  were  coming  up  strong,  and 
confident  of  succo!?*?. 

The  cruelty  of  the  contemplated  attack  was  sensibly  ieit,  intended, 
ti  was  not  doublod*  like  that  on  the  Muncy  settkmoat,  to'  eflsctuate 
Ifca  entire  eapulaioii  of  the  wholo  people.  It  being  in  tba  midii  cf 
wiatar,  thoia  leaal  gtvon  to  despoDdeiioe»  kokod  lo  the  probable 
iaM0  with  axtrama  iaquiotodek  Ibr  defeat  would  aaaoredly  devda  tbo 
▼allay  to  flaoMs,  and  tba  inhabitants  to  famina  Sofan  boodred  nacn  I 
aaariy  doable  ibe  ftm  Weetiaoielaad  coald  brag  into  the  field.  Of 
tboee  who  bad  taken  the  Fraeman's  oath,  the  whole  aamber  aaoaot* 
ed  to  two  hundred  and  eighty-five,  and  of  these  several  came  from 
the  Latka  waxen  settlement,  forty  miles  east  of  Wyoming,  a  few  from 
Coshutunk,  on  the  Deln\vare,  and  many  aged  men  were  on  the  list 
There  were  probably  m  the  vaUey  twenty  or  thirty  persons,  like 
David  Meade,  (holding  a  Connecticut  right,  yet  in  heart  and  imiid 
if  need  be,  being  secretly  Peoosylvania  landholders,)  who,  if  they 
took  DO  open  part,  wished  success  to  the  enterprise  of  Plunket,  and 
at  a  proper  momeat  would  have  lent  tbeir  efficient  aid  io  bis  bebal£ 
These  of  oooiae  new  took  tbeFfeeaian*aoath»  The 
fifteen  to  twenty-one^  rallied  whb  spirit  en  tba  ocaasioa. 

Ob  the  30th  Daoainbsr,  the  mvadiog  amy  was  aaueuaeetl  as 
having  arrHed  at  the  moath  of  the  Nescopeck  Creek,  making  their 
way  now  more  slowly  as  the  ice  was  gathering  in  the  river,  and 
checked  the  passage  of  their  boats.  Never  did  more  earnest  prayers 
ascend  to  Heaven  for  snows  of  Lapland  to  impede  the  march  of  the 
army,  and  ice  of  the  Arctic  circle  to.  arrest  their  voyage. 

AjL^nin  Congress  interposed,  and  on  the  20th  of  December,  adopted 
the  IbUowiog  most  important  proceedings. 
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"  Th»  CoDgmi  taking  into  oonmlmtioii,  the  dkpate  betWM 

the  people  of  Pennsylvania  and  Connecticut,  on  the  waten  of  tka 
Susquchuiina,  came  to  the  following  resolution  : 

"  Whereas,  a  dispute  subsists  between  some  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  colony  of  Connecticut,  settled  under  the  claim  of  the  said  colony 
on  land  near  Wynminfr,  on  the  Susquehanna  river,  and  in  the  Dvla- 
ware  country,  and  the  inhabitants  settled  under  the  ciatin  of  the 
Proprietors  of  Pennsylvania,  which  dispute  it  is  apprehended  wiU, 
if  not  suspended  during  the  preient  troubles  io  the  coloaiea»  be 
prodttcitve  of  pernicioas  oonaequencee.  which  may  be  very  pf^qp^ 
dicial  to  the  common  interest  of  the  United  Goloniest  therefore 

"  Resolved^  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Congcess,  and  it  is  ae- 
.  oordingly  recommended,  that  the  contending  parties  immadiately 
cease  all  hostilities,  and  avoid  every  appearance  of  force  until  the 
dispute  can  be  legally  decided.  That  all  pro[ierty  taken  and  iict;L in- 
ed,  be  immediately  restored  to  the  original  owners;  that  no  iiittr- 
ruption  be  given  to  either  party,  to  the  free  passinsr  nn  l  repassing 
of  persons  behaving  themselves  peaceably,  through  the  disputed  lerri- 
tory»  as  well  by  land  as  by  water»  without  molestation  of  either 
persons  or  property ;  that  all  persons  seized  and  detained  on  aoooaH 
of  said  dispute  on  either  side,  be  dismissed  and  permitted  to  go  10 
their  respective  homes,  and  that  things  being  pnt  in  the  same  aitoft* 
tion  they  were  before  the  late  unhappy  contest,  they  contimie  to 
behave  themselves  peaceably  on  their  respective  possesaions  and  im- 
provements, until  a  legal  decision  can  be  had  on  said  dispute,  er 
this  Congress  shall  take  further  order  thereon,  and  nothing  hereie 
done,  shall  be  construed  in  (jk  judice  of  the  claim  of  either  party 

But  they  came  too  late  to  arrest  the  attack  of  Colonel  Pluiikci. 
whose  force  had  arrived  on  the  23d,  at  the  southwestern  opening  of 
the  Valley.  (V>lnnel  Zcbulon  Butler,  who  commanded  the  Yankees, 
by  the  most  strenuous  exertions  had  mustered  about  three  hundred 
men  and  boys,  but  there  were  not  guns  enough  to  arm  the  whok* 
and  several  appeared  on  the  groond  with  scythes  fiutened  upon  haft> 
dies,  projecting  atrai^t  as  possible ;  a  fiirmidable  weapon  in  the  bands 
of  an  active  soldier,  if  they  should  be  brought  to  close  quarters*  bat 
otherwise  useless.  These  weapons  the  men  sportively  called  the 
end  of  time."  On  the  night  of  the  28d,  he  encamped  on  a  flat  near 
the  union  of  Harvey's  Creek  with  the  river.    From  this  point  he 

*Tbii4lflciii«e  interpOMlaon  of  C«igini^  lod  thn  MqniMoence  of  Fbrnujlnuik,  ft  «« 
ihoQghl  hf  many,  gave  lo  11m  Mtllement  a  l^al  MQctign,  Ifioiigh  it  mighl  noteflfoet  the  akh 
jaala  ^ottliM  oftiUa* 


Digitized  by  Google 


HISTOST  OP  WYOMIIfO. 


despatched  Major  John  Garrrtt,  his  second  in  command,  to  visit 
Colonel  Plunket  with  a  flag,  and  desire  to  know  the  meaaiDg  of  bis 
eztraordifiaiy  moYements,  and  to  demand  hia  intentions  in  approach- 
mg  Wyoming  with  ao  impost ng  a  iniKtaiy  amy  1  The  answer  given 
was,  that  he  came  peaceably  as  an  attendant  on  Sheriff  Cook*  who 
was  authorized  to  arrest  several  persons  at  Wyoming,  for  violating 
the  laws  of  Pennsylvania,  and  he  trusted  there  would  be  no  oppo- 
sition to  a  measure  so  reasonable  and  pacific.  Major  Garrett  re- 
ported that  the  enemy  outnumbered  the  Yankees  more  than  two  to 
one.  "  The  conflict  will  be  a  sharp  one,  boys,"  said  he.  "  I  for  one  am 
rcatly  to  die,  if  need  be,  for  my  country.*'  Things  wore  a  different 
aspect  from  what  they  had  df>ne  fornn  riy.  Men  then,  were  aUnosl 
the  only  inhabitants.  Now  the  Valley  abounded  with  old  men, 
women  and  children,  brought  out  by  the  confidence  inspired  by 
three  years  of  peace  and  prosperity.  It  was  a  season  of  gloomy 
apprehension. 

Colonel  Butler  was  humane  as  he  was  brave — politic  as  he  was 
undaunted.  Several  positions  existed  below  the  Nantieoke  falls 
where  the  river  leaves  the  Valley,  and  takes  its  way  for  lour  or 
five  miles  between  precipitous  mountains,  where  a  stand  might  have 
been  made  with  almost  certain  success.  It  was  thought  better, 
however,  juslilmblc  as  would  have  been  such  a  course,  to  wait  the 
attack  within  the  Valley  itself.  Orders  were  also  given  to  this 
effort — not  to  take  life  unless  rendered  unavoidable  in  splf-defence. 
Leaving  Ensign  Mason  Fitch  Aldcn,  with  <  ig!iteen  men  on  the 
ground  where  he  had  bivouacked.  Colonel  Butler  retired  on  the 
morning  of  the  2dd,  and  detached  Captain  Stewart  with  twenty 
men  across  to  the  east  side  of  the  river,  above  the  Nantieoke  Falla, 
with  orders  to  lie  in  ambush,  and  prevent  any  boat's  crew  fironi 
landing  on  that  shore. 

On  the  morning  of  the  24th,  about  11  o'clock.  Ensign  Alden  vras 
apprised  of  the  approach  of  Plunket  and  his  army,  and,  retiring 
slowly  and  in  order,  was  followed  by  their  van-guard,  who  came  up 
with  martial  music  j-Iaying.  Keeping  at  a  respectful  distance,  no 
shot  was  fired  from  either  side,  and  Aldeii  joining  Col.  Butler,  re- 
ported the  approach  of  the  foe. 

Displaying  his  columns  on  the  Hat  just  abandoned  by  the  Yankecf, 
Col.  Plunket  directed  a  spirited  advance  in  pursuit  of  Alden,  not 
doubting  but  the  main  forces  of  the  Yankees  were  near,  and  the 
hour  of  battle  had  coma  In  lees  than  thirty  minuteB  the  advanoi^ 
line  was  arreated  by  the  word,  Halt!  and  PIiinheC>  who  was  in  the 
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fnmt,  a  little  on  the  right,  obwrvlng  GoL  Buthir's  poiilifta,  Mt  hmad 
to  exolnniy  Mj  God !  what  a  breattworkr 

Harvey's  creek  coining  in  (rom  the  nortb,  cuts  the  high  iMMiiitaiB 
which  liere  approaches  the  river,  ducp  to  its  base.    A  precipiiaas 
Jedge  of  rocks,  from  near  the  summit,  runs  southerly  to  the  river,  pre* 
senling  to  llie  west  by  south  r  lofty  natural  barrier,  for  a  mile  along 
the  ravine;  and  where  the  defence  was  not  perfect,  Col.  Butler  had 
made  it  ao  by  ramparts  of  logs,  so  that  it  would  require  a  powerliil« 
at  well  as  bold  enemy,  to  dislodge  him.   Nothiag  ooold  have  been 
more  penfectly  military  than  the  selectioo  of  the  spot,  and  the  whole 
pteparatiant  of  defence.   80  iA  was  regarded  by  kia*  floldiers.  Hr, 
Mm  Carey  lays  in  leepect  to  the  condnct  of  Col.  Batier»  in  all  that 
a&ir  I  loved  the  man^he  was  an  honour  to  the  human  species.* 
Sveh  a  declaration  speaks  the  merits  of  CoL  Bntler  in  langimge  moie 
impressive  than  the  most  laboured  eologitmi.  To  take  life  was  not  the 
object,  bat  orders  were  given  for  u.  general  discharL'c  all  along  the 
line  of  the  defence  by  platoons,  so  as  to  impress  Col.  Tluiikel  with  a 
proper  idea  of  the  strength  and  spirit  of  its  defenders.    No  one  wa^ 
hurt,  but  considerable  confusion  was  seen  to  prevail  in  his  ranks  as 
Plunket's  men  recoiled  from  the  formidable  breastwork.    A.  boat  was 
forthwith  dispatched  by  him,  with  a  number  of  soldiers^  to  the  0|>pa» 
site  shoie,  it  being  the  intention  of  the  invaders  to  cross  over  and 
emler  the  settlement  hy  a  way  apparently  less  obstrocted,  for  Aeriff 
Cook  to  serre  his  civil  process.  The  passage  of  the  boat  and  craw 
was  watched  by  both  padies  with  intense  ansiety.  A  Sam  uumm 
dooided  its  fete.  As  it  approeohed  the  shore,  Capt.  Stewart  opened 
a  fire,  which  wounded  one  man,  and  killed  a  dog  that  was  on  board, 
probably  specially  aimed  at,  when  instantly  pulling  their  oars  with 
a  will,  the  men  gained  the  suction  of  the  falls,  through  which  they 
sped  aiTiong  the  breakers  with  the  rapid  flight  of  an  arrow,  fortuaataiy 
without  farther  injury. 

Thus  closed  the  battle  for  the  day.  Col.  Pluahet  retired,  and  e» 
camped  on  the  gnmnd  oocopted  by  CoL  Butler  two  nights  previou$l|k 
Sarly  on  the  ensotqg  morning  the  contest  vnm  leaewedt  CoL  Plnaksl 
retnmiog  to  the  attack,  and  detetminiag  to  out<flank  tke  Ynnknsg 
while  at  the  same  moment  he  should  atom  the  breattworL  flii 
tfaaps  displayed ;  they  approeehed  tke  line  of  Yankee  defence,  covers 
ing  themselves  by  trees  and  loose  rocks  wkieh  lay  below,  and  opened 
a  spirited  lire  all  along  the  line.  While  he  thus  assailed  Col.  Butler 
m  front,  a  detatchment  of  his  most  determined  and  alert  men  wa.' 
seat  up  the  mountam  on  the  left,  by  a  r^id  maioht  concealed  as 
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much  as  possiUic,  to  turn  the  right  flank  of  the  Connecticut  people. 
Bat  this  dan^r  liuving  bean  forseen,  and  guarded  against,  the  flank- 
ing party  was  reptiiled.  During  this  contesl  several  lives  were  lost, 
nnd  a  number  on  both  sides  wouoded*  how  many,  no  record  has  been 
kept.  A  am  of  Surveyor-General  Lukens  fell  in  the  engagement ;  a 
fiat  f€mw§  MAi  deefriy  UumniaA  ou  aU  sides }  but  it  wm  Uw  forUne 

of  WW. 

A  cireunMMe  e%txme\y  affwii^g  frmr  out  of  Ibia  battla  A 
gmi  ^oHion  of  the  male  popvlationoD  (ho  uppor  mtm  of  the  8iMk 
q»ohonmi»  it  it  luio«ni»  to  olitur  tines  sowed  lonber  durwg  ths  wii^ 
tOTy  and  deooeoded  with  it  in  rafts  to  nwrket  in  tho  spring.  Tho 
most  cordial  good  understanding  had  for  many  years  subsisted  be* 
tvveen  liie  Yankee  raftmen  and  tiie  inhubitants  beiovv ;  the  latter  be- 
ing remarkable  fur  their  hospitality  aiui  kindness.  A  person  who 
Has  in  the  battle  saw  one  of  Tlunket's  imui  approach  with  great  m- 
tre()idity  very  near  the  Yankee  line,  who,  taking  shelter  behind  a 
rock  to  load,  would  step  oat  and  fire  wherever  he  could  bring  km 
rifle  to  bear.  Already  several  men  had  fallen — the  blood  was  ttp^ 
it  had  become  a  matter  of  life  or  death»  and  the  aims  boeanM  mono 
cJose  and  deadly.  The  relator  watched  the  opportunity,  and  as  the 
hand  of  Plunhot's  bfafe  soldier  rose  above  the  rook*  he  fifed»  end  lha 
SMUi  felL  After  the  battle  was  decidedi  going  to  the  places  the  rel»< 
tor  Somod  a  hat  bead  out  by  a  bidlet  i  the  oma  end  the  hat  wsre  gonb. 

Being  down  the  river  on  a  raft,  many  years  afterwards,  and  stay- 
ing all  night  with  a  fine,  hospitable  old  gentleman,  they  talked  of 
Wyoiumg,  and  the  ancient  troubles  thure.  "  I  lost  a  beluved  son  in 
the  riunket  Inva-'ion,"  saiJ  ilie  aged  father,  as  a  tear  fell.  "  See 
here,"  producing  a  hat  perforated  by  a  ball,  Tiie  bullet  must  have 
cut  the  band."  The  narrator  said  be  never  be&Mre  experienced 
tiie  depth  of  the  calamities  of  war — the  soeae  was  most  peinful.  Of 
course,  he  did  not  avow  the  deed,  but  meet  deef^y  deploted  it» 
altiioiigh  never  doabting  he  was  doing  right  at  the  timsb  and  aoder 
the  ctroiittstancee»  in  defending  his  home  irom  the  invadera 

Findiiig  Col.  Batler's  position  too  strong  to  be  carried  by  storav 
CoL  PKaaiEet  condaded  bis  rash  enterprise  by  a  retreat.  On  Christ- 
mas day  he  withdrew  his  troops,  they  marching  as  they  had  come 
up,  on  the  west  side  of  the  river.  In  the  mean  time,  a  party  of  the 
Yankees  followed  on  the  east  side,  with  a  view  to  capture  one  of  the 
boats,  but  Mr.  Harvey,  who  was  a  prisoner  on  board,  calling  to  them 
not  to  fire,  for  they  might  injure  their  friends,  they  returned,  and  left 
the  retreating  army  to  pass  down  without  further  pnrsuit 
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The  expedition  of  CoL  Plunket*  was,  in  every  aspect  in  which  it 
coulti  he  viewed,  rash,  and  ill  advised.    After  the  resistance  made  in 
1771,  and  the  two  previous  years,  when  they  were  comparatively 
weak,  tiie  expulsion  of  the  Wyomincf  people  could  not  have  l>een 
rationally  calculated  on,  without  a  long  and  bloody  contest.  Just 
at  tiie  opening  of  the  war  with  Great  Britain*  to  commence  a  civil 
wart  would  seem  to  have  been  extremely  unwise.  In  the  deplli  of 
winter,  when  the  Susquehanna  is  usnaliy  fronn  up»  to  rely  on  tivM- 
porting  provisioiiSt  and  the  munitions  of  war  in  boats,  appears  to 
havie  been  setting  every  precept  of  pmdenoe  at  defiance.  We  nee 
no  reason  to  doubt  the  courage  of  Col.  Plunlcet»  and  his  men  were 
unquestionably  hrwe.  But  however  sealous  he  and  some  of  his 
troops  may  have  been,  the  great  body  of  them  were  extremely  iodii- 
posed  to  adoj)t  the  hardi  measures  proposed  against  the  Connecticut 
people.    Thougli  zealous  for  the  rights  of  Pennsyh anin,  an  im- 
pression prevailed  that  the  Connerticut  peo|)lc,  ilioiiL'h  in  error, 
honestly  believed  their  title  good,  and  it  was  thought  by  most  of 
thenit  that  some  peaceable  mode  of  settling  the  controversy  would 
be  preferable  to  a  resort  to  violence  and  arms.   Had  the  NortiMOi- 
berkuid  militia  pursued  the  attack  with  the  zeal  of  their  Commands, 
they  would  have  given  the  Yanlieesy  brave  and  determined  as  tlMy 
mi^t  have  been»  infinitely  more  trouble,  and  occasioned  a  m«ch 
heavier  mntnal  loss  of  life.  It  is  probable  too,  that  the  Besolatioo 
of  Congress  had  reached  the  camp,  and  rendered  many  nnwillii^ 
to  pursue  the  matter  further.   In  recording  the  transaction,  we  cw- 
not  icfrain  from  the  expression  of  pleasure,  that  the  consequeoees 
were  to  eithci ,  no  iurtlier  disastrous. 

While  these  aflairs  were  in  progress,  the  colony  of  Connerticut 
had  resolved  to  prohibit  anv  addii  ion  being  mafle  to  the  Itlernent 
at  Wyoming,  unless  under  special  license  from  the  General  Assembly. 

Situated  as  the  inhabitants  of  Westmoreland  were,  on  the  very 
borders  of  the  Indian  towns  which  spotted  the  upper  branches  of  the 
Susquehanna,  several  of  their  villages  at  Tioga,  Sheshequia,  and 
Queen  Esther's  Flats,  being  in  fact  within  the  town  ot  WestmorolniMl, 
and  whose  conduct  already  gave  strong  indications  of  hostility,  tbia 
resolution  prohibing  any  accessions  of  strength  to  the  colony,  they 
had  sent  out  to  assert  and  maintain  their  Charter  rights  weat  of 
Xew  York,  must  appear  to  every  candid  reader,  as  of  a  very  extra- 
ordinary character.    Periiaps  it  may  have  been  done  in  concert 

*  fiee  Note  al  the  close  ol  ihit  Letter 


Digitized  by  Google 


HISTORY  OP  WYOMIIiO* 


177 


mAf  mi  to  qpuMt  ite  •ppfwhiiioM     Feontylfian.  The  tknet 

tlMt  every  proper  Morifiee  eboald  be  mede  to  afleuage  jealousy,  and 
lead  to  concert  io  council  and  action.  Coonecticut  had  previously 
forbidden  any  settleiuenl  on  the  disputed  ground,  except  under 
her  auihoi  ity.  Two  years  liad  not  elapsed,  and  now  she  positively 
forbids  any  further  settlement  whatever,  even  under  her  claim, 
except  upon  special  license  of  the  Assembly,  not  likely  to  be  easily 
obuioed.  The  keepu^  at  home  ali  her  aUo  bodied  men,  mad  ihe 
nvoailb  Ihey  night  possess,  to  aid  ber  m  the  war  just  ooiiiiiietioed»  it 
BM»t  bo  ooafeHod,  might  have  been  a  motive  deriving  eoom  saaction 
fipom  prodenee  and  policjr*  but  none  from  jnattoe  and  good  faith  to 
tho  Wyoming  setdemeat* 

A  town  meeting  had  been  held  December  0th,  1776,  at' which 
among  other  officers,  SinM)n  Spalding  was  chosen  constable.  The 
fact  we  quote  in  illustration  ol  a  previous  remark,  namely,  that  there 
was  no  office  so  high,  or  low,  demaMdiiig  the  service  of  any  freeman, 
which  was  iiot  promptly  accepted  by  the  principal  and  leading  men. 
Every  station  where  the  public  was  to  be  served,  was  a  station  of 
honour.  8imon  Spalding  soon  after  held  a  captain's  commission 
with  dii^qgMished  honour,  in  the  continental  army,  and  was  afiber* 
wards  a  general  in  the  militia.  The  emolamente  of  office  were  a 
•Moadary  consideration ;  Io  eerve  the  ooontry  seemed  to  be,  in  those 
patriotic  times,  a  hallowed  duty. 

Bat  the  moating  not  having  finished  the  bosiness  on  whioh  it  had 
met,  adjourned  to  Wednesday,  the  90th  of  the  month.  Then,  as  the 
reader  is  aware,  the  whole  valley  was  in  commotion,  preparin<j  for 
the  reception  of  Plunket.  But  a  subsequent  entry  is  made  by  Eze- 
kiel  Pierce,  the  usual  Clerk.  "  This  meeting  was  adjourned  until 
Wednesday,  the  20th  of  December,  at  9  of  ye  o'clock  in  tije  forenoon, 
at  ye  house  of  Mr*  Jabez  SiU. 

fint  there  was  no  meeting  by  reason  of  ye  Pennimites,''  etc. 

Though  trifling  in  itself,  yet  as  we  mean  to  hold  the  mirror  up  to 
iMUiire,  and  reOsct  a  true  picture  of  those  ancient  times,  the  iaot  mast 

*  In  additian  to  the  Resolutions  of  (be  Connecticut  AHsembl^ri  we  find  the  folkmtng  imh 
ceeding:*  of  Congress  on  thf  suhjrct,  pasi?p*J  Dfc.  23,  1775. 

WfiprpsB,  the  rnlnnv  of  C'oniircticut  h  i<,  l)y  a  certain  Act  of  their  A«*«etnliU  ,  "  Rfsnlvcil, 
that  no  further  netliemeiiu  l>e  utude  on  the  Uiain  disputed  between  thetu  unJ  Pcnnsjlvauia, 
witboolJiMiHefiow  Um  w9Sd  AmmMj,** 

iUmAttd,  Thai  it  be  noommended  to  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  not  to  introduce  any 
aeltlen  on  the  etid  laode,  tiH  the  fotther  order  of  thie  Cungme^  untU  the  eaid  diipute  ehall 
toeeMM. 
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be  stated.  A  rivalry  for  power  and  precedence  luid  sprung  up  be- 
tween Kingston,  or  l!ie  Forty,  and  Wilkesbarre.  The  widely  ex- 
tended and  rich  bottom  lauds  on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  Abra- 
ham's  Plains  and  Shawney,  had  attracted  thither  a  lar^e  portion  of 
the  settlers.  Why  should  they  cross  the  river  and  pay  ferriage  to 
-  attend  town  meetings  in  Wilkesbarre  ?  Aye,  but  WilkeBbarre*  with 
its  saperb  town  plot>  already  seeing  itself  a  county  town  in  penpec- 
tiTe»  thought  nothing  could  be  more  reasonable  and  pleasant  tbaii 
that  pablie  business  should  be  transacted  on  her  side.  This  jealomy 
had  led  to  a  town  rotOt  ^od  it  had  been  decided  by  a  small  majotity^ 
that  a  certain  tree  in  Kingston,  **  ten  rods  north  of  the  house  of  Mr* 
Timothy  Ross,  shall  be  the  Public  sign-post;"  repealing  thereby,  and 
repudiating  the  tree  north  of  Mr.  Bulkr's,  in  Wilkesbarre.  Several 
town  meetings  were  held  in  Kingston,  and  the  prudence  of  Clerk:* 
would  not,  or  failed  to,  state  where  they  were  hoi  den.  At  lenpth  a 
compromise  was  made,  a*?  they  had  excellrnl  [yrc'cedeiil  from  H(>rne, 
Hartlbrd  and  New  Haven  possessing  haif-share  rights  in  the  honour 
of  having  the  General  Assembly  meet  in  their  respective  cities.  So, 
too,  the  County  Courts  were  held  alternately  at  the  rival  cities  of 
Norwich  and  New  London. 

^*  Voted — ^That  for  the  future  the  Annual  town  meettngSt  and 
Freeman's  meetings  shall  be  held,  half  the  time  on  the  east  sido  of 
the  river,  and  the  other  half  on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  for  one 
year." 

On  the  29th  of  December,  only  four  days  after  Col.  Plunket  had 
retired,  we  find  the  whole  settlement  together,  in  "town  meeting.** 
It  was  in  importance  equal  to  the  Wittenagemote  of  our  Saxon  an- 
cestors. The  rii^id  Puritanism  of  the  time«  allowing  few  amusemt  nts, 
the  town  meeting  was  a  matter  both  of  business  and  recreation. 
When  met  the  most  athletic  threw  the  bar,  rolled  the  bullet,  wrestled, 
standing  face  to  face,  the  right  hand  on  each  other's  collar,  the  left 
hold  of  each  other's  elbow,  the  play  with  the  feet,  and  the  expert  trip 
and  twitch,  afibrding  a  fine  opportunity  to  display  activity  and  4niL 
Or  the  parties'  took  each  other  round  the  back,  seising  by  the  wftiat* 
band,  the  other  hands  interlocked,  and  then  came  the  less  neat  and 
scientific,  but  more  arduous  struggle,  the  result  depending  greatly  on 
strenfjth.  A  third  mode  was  for  two  to  stand  at  a  few  rods  distance, 
and  rushing  lu,  seize  each  other,  and  wrestle  rough  and  tumble. 
Others  again  ran  foot  races,  especially  the  lads,  while  some  of  the 
first  in  activity  would  run  ami  jump  the  string.  William  Hibherd, 
it  is  told  with  a  sort  of  bold  pride  by  the  old  meo,  would  cauae  A 
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twine  to  be  stretched  so  high  that  he  could  pass  und^r  it,  just  touch- 
ing iiis  hair — then  steppin^j  back  a  rod  or  two,  he  would  leap  like  a 
deer,  so  light,  so  airy,  as  scarcely  to  touch  the  eartb»  and  clear  it 
with  eaae  at  a  bound. 

Several  TOtes  were  pasied  in  ooaieqaenoe  of  the  Plunket  inmieii» 
too  itBporteiit  to  be  eniitted. 

^  That  Mr.  Christopher  Avery  be  cboeen  Agent  for  this  town,  to 
proeeed  forthwith  to  his  Hon.  the  Governor  of  this  Colony,  and  faty 
our  distressed  case  befoie  hin." 

Obadiah  Gore,  jr.,  was  also  appointed  to  proceed  to  Philadel 
phia,  "and  Ia,y  before  the  Honoiablc  Contineniiil  Congress,  the  late 
invasion  made  by  the  tory  party  of  the  Ponnsylvaaia  people." 

Voted — That  Titus  Hinman  and  Pemn  Uoss,  be  appointed  to 
collect  the  charily  of  the  people  for  the  support  of  the  widow  Baker, 
the  widow  Franklin,  and  the  widow  Ensign." 

How  many  single  men  wera  slain,  or  how  many  more  married 
men  whose  circujnstances  were  such  that  their  widows  would  not 
need  the  aid  of  contributions  we  are  not  informed.  It  is  probable 
six  or  eight  were  killed  in  all,  and  three  times  that  number  wounded. 

It  is  not  strange  that  money  should  have  been  scarce  at  Wyoming, 
as  no  market  invited  and  rewarded  the  transportation  of  their  surplus 
products,  but  grain,  it  is  inferred,  must  have  been  plenty,  from  the 
prices  at  which  it  was  valued.  A  vote  was  passed  that  in  payment 
of  taxes,  corn  should  be  received  at  two  shillings  a  bushel,  rye 
at  three  shillings,  and  wheat  at  four  shillings,  that  is  thirty-four,  fifty, 
and  sixty-seven  cents. 

So  ended  the  noemorable  Plunket  invasion,  and  thus  closed  the 
eventful  year  1775.* 

•  On  a  recent  visit  to  Northumberland,  (May  1815)  Mr.  McC         an  intel'i^ffnt  jjcnlle- 

man,  whose  rocaiory  reaches  back  to  Revolutionary  limes,  related  to  me  several  characu-ristic 
«Modot(«  of  Dr.  Plnnkat.  Ho  wm  an  IfMmiaii  (the  nuno  b  dulinguuheJ  in  Uw  bbtoiyof 
tba  EmMnkI  Isle,)  whm  loyally  to  b»  king^  oflither  tbe  UaodbhintDta  of  anbilion,  iho  por- 

»u.iAicintf  of  interest,  nor  the  terrors  of  proscription  oonid  shake  for  a  moment.  Up  to  the  day 
of  hb  dfath  lie  wonM  novertakr  ttie  oath  of  nlFe<»ianre,  which  conceded  the  demise  of  roval 
anthority  in  Aia(;:rica.  Nut  unfrecjiiently  tis«ni!f>t!,  for  he  wa«  fearless  and  free  spoketi,  he 
went  armed  with  the  load«!d  but  ul  a  nding  vviiij),  prepared  to  defend  or  chastise.  A  Justice 
of  the  PeaoabeCmtheRevolatlon,  if  hbdadslona  imrejast,  his  monner  of  inSieting  punish- 
moot  wao  fircqoentl7  odd,  if  not  orUtntry  nnd  mvoio.  It  woold  leom  that  the  old  EngHah 
whtpping'iNMt  and  rtoelta,  was  unknown  in  Northumberland ;  but  tbe  Doctor  bad  a  stout 
worm-fence,  and  sometimes  placed  the  neck  of  the  prisoner  between  the  rails,  mnktnrr  them 
botfi  piM^iry  and  stocks,  at  the  ?ame  time.    Ue  died  at  an  advanced  ag**,  a  bachelor,  nnd  was 

baried  at  Suiibury.    The  father  «»f  Mr.  McC  was  in  the  Plunket  invasion,  und  some 

years  afterwards  received  from  lite  treasury  (he  thiaktf)  S'iM  for  his  services  on  the  ex- 
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J'^om  Bolfs  Ne»  YoHt  JowrtuU  md  Chmeral  Ai94rHmr,  Jamuary  2b,  177CL 
*  A  btur  Awn  WcrtiiiQVilaiid,datBd  tlw  99Miol'  DiaeiBlMr,iMiitiQM  tkil  m  body  ofiiz  or 
•even  hundm]  toiiet,  nnitor  one  Plomkikt,  had  aasemblad  in  aniii^  with  two  cannon,  tbnaten- 
ing  destruction  to  all  that  opposed  them.  They  were  met  on  the  2l8t  by  Colonel  ■ 
with  about  two  hundred  of  hts  rcfrim<»nt,  who,  after  «  ehort  hot  brisk  firio'r  which  killed  a 
number  of  them,  drove  one  wing  into  the  mountains,  ami  obliged  the  main  body  to  teWdaJt. 
On  the  '23d,  they,  the  Tories,  attempted  to  cims  the  river,  suid  d«i«troy  the  scUleiiipots 
ihera;  but  a  party  was  prepaccdto  RO^vethem,  who,  when  they  came  Dear  the  ehoiei  fired 
upon,  and  killed  fifty  or  ilxty  of  them,  when  aU  the  mt  ntiied  pncipitately,  and  wiB  hafi^y 
letnrn  this  winu  r.    On  the  other  side,  there  were  but  three  kUlad  Md  two  wenM.** 

[Reiunrk.  The  lifly  or  sixty  stated  lo  hnvn  been  killed,  wns  probably  an  error  of  ths 
pret^.     We  have  never  previously  seen  llie  miinber  ii<t:iniii*  4  at  half  that  amount. 

Opprobious  party  names  wcro  applied  to  op^iuneulii  at  that  duy,  with  &»  little  regard  Lu 

fidfneae,ieUieyhailbeeBli»ragaibelbra,  and  have  been  ftr  half  a  ceotn^  T>— gjh 
the  dfldgnftlioa  waa appUeaUe lo Cd. jet  thenia  no  ictaoo  lodwbl  biitiiuie40nii»«f 
hii  Jofioweie  wete  aa  mlooa  whiga  aa  their  Yanhee  e|ipoiieota.] 


A  THIRD  NOTK. 

For  the  following  I  am  indebted  to  a  literary  friend.  It  is  highly  curioos  and  will  be 
ffead  with  inleieat* 

Prom  the  Geniltman**  Magazine,  of  September  1750. 

"  Several  highwny  robberies  having  been  committed  on  varioa^  persons  on  HoaMlov 
Heath,  atnoag  other*  on  Ix>rd  EgUntoun ;  on  tlic  !27th  July,  Janu-s  Maclean,  who  passed 
fur  an  Irii^b  gentleman  uf  lurtune,  was  apprehended,  who  afterwardd  confessed,  he  with  one 
Plitnket  had  eemmitled  the  robbenea. 

In  hb  deteea  en  trial,  he  italad  "thatheha^baaniolraile  andhad  nnbiiifily  bteoan 
ae^uainted  with  Plunket,  an  a[KjtlicoaTyi  who  by  bis  aeeoont  of  himself,  induced  me  to 
believe  he  had  travelled  abroad,  and  was  poswasfd  ofclothes  and  other  tliim^s  suitable  there- 
to, and  prevailed  on  ine  to  enntluy  liiiu  in  attending  on  my  family,  and  lend  him  inon^v  t-»  the 
amount  of  100  pounds  and  upwards.  On  giving  up  trade,  I  presse<I  Plunket  for  payment, 
and  after  reeeiving  by  degnwaeaveral  eutns,  he  proposed  to  pay  me  part  ui  ^ood«i 

<*  These  leiyclothc^  with  whichlameharged,  he  brought  there  and  made  aale  of  townrde 
paying  my  debt." 

A  MSS  leafhtates  as  follow:* : — "Plunket,  the  compfiiiion  of  Maclean,  escaped,  emigrated 
to  America,  reformed  and  btcatne  a  very  rcspcrf ruhlc  character.  H**  was  for  manv  v»>rir» 
one  of  the  Aawdate  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Common  i'ieas,  of  Northumberland  county,  i'au, 
and  died/' 

By  hia  own  acknowledgment  he  waa  eonoemed  with  Maelean  in  the  attack  npon  t^atd 
EgUntoun  on  Hounatow  Heath.  They  ei^aged  in  tbia  achene  to  lob  him,  without  tlie  io- 
tentlon  of  oommittaog  murder,  knowing  that  Eglintoun  had  left  a  gambling  house  with  a 
large  sum  of  money,  and  was  goiu^  to  his  country  seat.    They  fbond  him  aimed,  aad  in 

oelf  protection,  Macltmn  discharge  his  Uu(id«ibus(«  into  the  chariot. 

"  No  injury  was  done,  and  tbey  meeting  with  uu«xpected  resuitauce,  mode  uiF. 

"  PlunlMt  waa  recognized  in  Ameiiea  by  a  pecmn  who  had  known  1^  In  England,  and 
who  kept  hiaaeeNl. 

"He  regretted  this  action,  aa  one  of  hie  yoalhftti  crimeik  end  aftcrwatda  became  a  vcty 

useful  member  of  society." 
Extracted  Ifom  the  21it  vulume  of  U>und  Magaxijifia,  in  (he  Libiary  of  the  Alhrnan 
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A  FOURTH  NOTE. 

In  t{ie  foregoing  letter,  page  1G8,  will  be  (bund  a  note  ugnol  "  lYankltn.*'  The  foUowiog 
•xptaoalioii  k  deeiMd  propeiv 

OUoful  JVduiAttn'*  Be9k,-~Al^tt  tbe  MiDttiid«lioa  bid  been  poUidy  made,  that  my  bv- 
tory  WM ready  fiirthe  |«Mi,  •  letter  was  received  from  mjezoellcntfrieiMl,  the  Hon.  John  N. 
Conyn^ham,  then  on  a  drcoit,  holding  courts  in  the  upper  part  of  hit  district,  stating  that 
Col.  Kingsbury  hn<!  placed  in  bis  hand.-'  n  ninrn!«'ri;>t  of  Col.  Franklin,  in  relation  to  the 
Wyoming  claim  and  liistory.  All  the  im()ortant  papers  of  Col.  Franklin  had  l>cen,  it  was 
supposed,  accidc'ulally  consumed  tiy  fire,  occasioning  universal  regret.  To  liis  Journal,  ob- 
laiiMd  Ihfm^b  JodgB  Conyngliam'ii  politMMfi  horn  Ibe  bindiw  of  Col.  Kingbbury,  is  now 
addodtbn  OMiniieriiit  votoiat^  leaving  nolhiQg(«zea|)i  pammal  laminiiMiMM  and  aneedotoa 
illustrative  of  individna)  cbaneter)  that  Col.  Fraoklin  knew,  or  could  have  thought  worthy 
of  WiitJ  related,  to  be  wished  for.  The  b<x)k  is  a  quarto  of  lOG  pages,  in  biaowo  band 
willing,  and  signed  with  Ibe  often  eeeUi  and  well  remembexed  auu>;;rai>h  of 

JOHN  FRAXiKLUi. 

It  wonid  aeem  that  the  first  sixty  pagea  wm  n  tfUabna  of  the  Connecticut  claim  and  settle* 
ment,  niade  to  be  produced  before  Congress,  or  a  new  court  (as  petitioned  for)  if  it  had  been 
raised,  umlor  the  confi  tli  ration,  to  try  the  private  right  of  soil.  For  it  Iw^ins  with  King 
James's  Charter  to  the  PlynioutU  Company,  and  runs  regularly  through  all  the  documents, 
givinjT  brief,  but  clear  explanations  or  extracts,  and  to  tii«  marginal  notes,  or  index,  is  added 
**  A  copy we  hm  a  eopy,"  **  Charter  pmdwed,  ete.**  Of  Che  aattlamanc  1763,  the  nwe- 
eww  and  eKfaWon,  he  aaya:  "  Pmd  by  the  depOMtian  of  Wm.  Buck,  Phnhall  Teny, 
nnd  other  witnoaea  may  be  had."  Being  intended  for  aaae  important  poblie  purpoae,  it 
seeing  full,  and  prepared  %vith  great  care. 

T!te  forty  subsequent  pajjcjj  cont  -m  an  epitome  of  history  of  Wyoming,  down  to 
tiir  rsiablishment  ot  Luzerne  county,  the  marginul  uutes  and  index  beii^  continued,  (as  in 
our  priot«d  laws)  bvt  the  lemeifc  a  oofiy,"  '*  we  Innw  a  copy,"  or  bow  proved,  not  eontt- 
noed.  So  that  we  infer  it  waa  intended  aa  e  memorandum  for  hlmaelf  and  frienda,  of  tbe 
inteicating  events  of  the  peiiod  be  ttcata  of.  It  haa  bi  no  ivapeet  the  form  of  a  biatoqr  wiil- 
*ten  out  for  publication. 

Havi!>'4  rYAmincd  the  venerable  relic,  with  interest  and  cnr*»,  the  first  remark  we  have  to 
make  i«;  Aa  early  possession  of  the  manuscript  would  have  saved  us»  a  year  of  patient 
labour.  For  here  is  gathered  in  a  single  sheaf,  a  vast  variety  of  valuable  fact^  whicli  we 
bnee  been  gleaning  with  aolieitode  and  toil  fntm  n  wide  Add,  indeed,  limn  ahnoet  innnme- 
nUe  aaweaa.  Our  aaeond  leroark  ie— thet  we  aie  aorpriaed— pleeaed^  Tea,  pioad— that  oar 
researches  had  been  so  successful.  At  present  it  is  thought  that  not  a  Angle  alteration  ur 
addition  need  be  made  in  the  text  of  our  book  :  bitf  thnt  idl  proper  emendations  or  additiona 
may  be  introduced  in  notes,  indicating  their  source  by  adding  the  name  of  Pranklin. 
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i776.*"Alann~InJians— Council  at  Wyoming— Indian  Spra:li~LeU«rorColooel  But- 
ter— Second  ilc'putation  of  Indiana — ProcnHlinge^Danger  ap|Uirent — Numbers  and 
strength  of  Wvnmin},'^ — Precautionary  mrapuro^.  — Sirnnt^r  nnd  unwflromo settlers — Abrrii 
jiicrr;i>t'(*— J  'liii  Sirord — ^Tori»'«  nrrrsted — S»uit  lo  Comuclicut — MeinU  rsi"!  A«s<  mtly — 
FurU  buiit — Cuunly  cn*ated — Eitli«tjiivnt  of  nien—hnjiurlant  proceedings  uf  Cuiigmw-^ 
Two  Coin{iaiii«t  ruacd  to  ddbml  the  town— Immcdial^y  BMiith<d  awaj. 

Tbb  year  1776,  ivas  the  most  importaDt  to  Wyoming  both  in  imme- 
diate events,  and  ultimate  consequenoest  that  had  yet  been  eipe* 
rienced. 

Extreme  anxiety  had  existed  on  the  part  of  Congress  and  the 
country,  in  respect  to  the  part  the  Six  Nations  and  other  lijtlian?, 
would  take  in  the  contest  betwei n  (Treat  Britain  and  the  Colonics. 
Every  probable  means  sutrfrested  hy  prudence  were  adopted  to  con- 
ciliate their  good  will,  and  prevent  them  from  taking  up  arms  io« 
favour  of  either  party*  Commissioners  were  sent  among  them  with 
•«  talks"  carefully  prepared,  stating  the  grievances  which  we  suffered 
from  Great  Britain,  and  urging  the  Indians  to  leave  the  buried 
hatchet  in  repose,  and  maintain  a  position  of  peace  and  neutrality. 
Delegations  of  chiefs  were  invited  to  Philadelphia,  where  councils 
were  held,  and  presents  made  to  them ;  but  amid  general  profesvioos 
of  friendship,  it  was  apparent  that  a  more  powerful  influence  inclined 
them  to  side  with  the  enemy,  and  anxiety  all  along  the  frontier, 
ripened  into  alarm.  So  very  important  were  our  Indian  relatiofH  to 
the  quiet,  if  not  the  rxistcnce  of  Wyominc:,  that  a  further  exposi lion  of 
the  matter,  appears  to  be  required  at  our  hand. 

So  early  as  the  1st  of  June  1775,  a  petition  was  laid  before  Coi^ 
gress  from  Augusta  county,  west  of  the  Alleghany,  Virginia,  intima* 
ting  **  fears  of  a  rupture  with  the  Indians,  on  account  of  Lord 
Dunmore*8  conduct,**  In  December  of  that  year,  Congress  thought 
lit  to  publish  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  General  Schuyler,  relative 
to  measures  taken  by  the  ministerial  agents  to  engage  the  Indiani 
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in  a  war  with  the  colonies.    In  June,  1776,  Congress  were  inforoicd 
*  by  a  letter  from  the  President  of  SouUi  CaroUoa«  tbat  the  Chero- 
kees  had  commenced  hostilities,  etc.*' 

The  ill  temper  of  the  savagea  is  shown  by  the  speech  of  I^gan,  >  ' 
a  chief,  to  the  eonuniasioiiers  at  Pittsbnrg.      We  still  Bear  bad  « 
oewa.  Conneidico  and  aome  of  ua  are  eonataotly  t^ealaped,  and  « 
the  Bear^akin»  a  trader  firom  Pennsylvania*  amongst  others/fl|rs>tl 
great  reward  is  o&red  to  any  person  who  will  take  or  entice  either  of 
us  to  Pittsburg,  where  we  are  to  be  hanged  up  like  dogs  by  the  Bi|^ 
knife.   This  being  true,  how  can  we  think  of  what  is  good.  That 
it  is  true  we  have  no  doubt,  and  you  may  depend  on  ii,  that  the 
Bear-skin  told  Aletopsica  every  word  of  what  i  imve  mentioned.*' 

August  the  lOih,  Congress  Resolved,  "  That  the  Commissioners  be 
instructed  to  make  diligent  inquiry  into  the  murder  lately  committed 
by  Indians  in  the  neighborhood  of  Pittsburg,  on  one  Crawford ;  and 
that,  as  soon  as  they  discover  by  whom  the  same  was  committed, 
they  demand  due  punishment  on  the  offender  or  offenders,  which  being 
granted,  this  Congress  will  not  consider  the  same  as  a  national  act" 

Still  the  Chief  Head,  the  Council  at  Onondago,  were  makuig  hoi* 
low  professions  of  peace,  and  endeavoring  to  lull  the  frontiers  into 
security.  An  outrage  had  been  committed  on  a  person  named  WiU 
son,  who  lived  some  distance  up  the  North  Branch,  but  within  the 
limits  of  Westmoreland.  Col.  Butler,  though  not  officially  authorized 
^  to  do  so.  tlifiuizlit  proper  on  Ixihalf  of  the  people  to  send  a  messenger 
to  ihc  III  i^4il)f)ririir  tribes,  and  ascertain  thi  ir  intentions.  A  chief 
returned  with  the  messenger.  His  English  name  was  John.  We 
regret  that  his  Indian  name  has  not  been  preserved,  for  bis  speech  is 
one  of  the  most  chaste,  neat  specimens  of  Indian  oratory  we  have 
ever  read.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Johnson  acted  as  interpfeter. 

A  Conference  held  at  Wyoming,  or  Westmoreland,  between  Capt« 
John  in  behalf  of  the  Six  Nations,  and  CoL  Butler  of  the  Colony 
of  Coaneisticttt. 

"  Capt.  John 

**  Brothers — We  come  to  make  you  a  visit  and  let  you  know  we 
were  at  the  Treaty  at  Oswego,  with  Col.  Guy  Johnson.  We  are  all 
of  one  niiiid,  wi^  arc  fnenils.  and  bring  good  news. 

**  Brothers — We  arc  also  come  to  let  you  know,  the  Six  Nations 
have  been  aomething  afraid,  but  now  are  glad  to  see  all  things  look 
like  peace,  and  they  think  there  will  be  no  quarrel  with  each  other* 
and  you  mast  not  believe  bad  reports,  or  remonber  times  that  have 
beao  bad  or  unfrieodly. 
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**Brothrrs — All  our  spirits  are  of  one  colour,  why  should  we  not 
be  of  one  mind.  Coolmue  to  be  brothers  as  our  fathers  and  grand- 
fathers  were. 

Brothers — We  hope  and  desire  you  may  hold  whal  liberties  and 
.  privileges  yoo  now  enjoy. 

BrothmHi^e  itre  sorry  to  hear  two  brothers  are  flf  bling  wttb 
iribh4iber,  and  should  be  glad  to  bear  the  quarrel  was  peaceably 
settled*  We  choose  not  to  interest  ourselves  on  either  side.  The 
quarrel  appears  to  be  tmnecessary.  We  do  not  well  understand  il» 
We  are  for  peace. 

**  Brothers — When  our  young  men  come  to  hunt  in  your  neighbor- 
hood, you  must  not  imagine  they  come  to  do  mischief — they  come  to 
procure  themselves  provisions — also  skins  to  purchase  them  clothing. 

"Brothers — We  desire  that  Wyoming  may  be  a  place  appointed 
where  the  great  men  may  meet,  and  have  a  lire,  which  shall  ever 
afterwards  be  called  Wyomick,  when  you  shall  judge  best,  to  pre* 
▼enl  any  jealousies  or  uneasy  thoughts  that  may  arise»  and  thereby 
pRserre  oar  friendship. 

"  Brothers — ^You  see  but  one  of  our  chiefs*  You  may  be  suspicions 
on  that  account,  but  we  assure  you,  this  Chief  speaks  in  the  name  of 
the  Six  Nations.   We  are  of  one  mind. 

**  Brothers- — What  we  say  is  nut  truiii  ihe  lips,  bat  froin  ihe  heart. 
If  any  Indians  of  little  note  shoukl  sf>eak  otherwise,  you  must  pay 
no  regard  to  them,  but  observe  what  1ms  been  said  and  wrote  by  the 
chiefs,  which  nmy  be  di  [)(  nded  on. 

Brothers — We  live  at  the  head  of  these  waters,  (Susquehanna.) 
Pay  no  regard  to  any  reports  that  may  come  up  the  stream  or  any 
other  Way»  but  look  to  the  head  of  the  waters  fbr  trutht  and  we 
do  now  assure  you,  as  long  as  the  waters  run,  so  long  you  may 
depend  on  our  friendship*  We  are  all  of  one  mind,  and  we  are  all 
for  peace*" 

A  letter  from  Col.  Butler  to  the  Hon.  Roger  Sherman  then  a  dele* 

gate  in  Congress,  from  Connecticut,  will  throw  addilional  light  on 
the  subject. 

"Westmoreland,  Oct.  1st,  1776. 
"Honored  Sir: — In  some  of  my  Inst  letters, you  will  recollect  I 
inlbrmed  you  1  had  sent  a  messenger  among  the  Indians  upon  the 
head  waters  of  the  Sasquehannah,  and  thereby  informed  them  of  an 
assault  made  upon  one  of  our  people,  whose  testimony  has  some  time 
since  been  sent  to  yoo.  The  Indians,  you  will  see  by  thn  oncioasd 
messages,  are  disposed  for  peace,  and  think  it  necessary  that  this 
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fhee  be  appointed  to  kold  their  Coitiicil  at,  aixi.  as  they  etpress  it, 
to  hafe  a  fire  place  here.  Their  importunity  was  w  praiiiiigoii  that 
acooant,  that  I  promised  them  to  inform  the  Congress^  awl  our  As- 
sembly of  their  request,  and  woald  beg  the  opinkm  of  yovrselft  and 
our  other  delegates,  whether  it  is  best  to  lay  it  befoi«  the  Congress^ 
and  that  yon  would  be  pleased  to  inform  his  Honour,  oor  Governor, 
immediately,  what  you  apprehend  will  be  best  for  the  Colony  to  do, 
if  any  thing,  in  that  inattLi.  The  Indians  when  they  come  here, 
expect  presents,  or  at  kast  to  Ijc  supported  while  among  us,  and  no 
one  13  appointed  to  treat  with  them.  They  conie  to  me,  and  I  have 
f(  <  <iiieiuly  given  them,  but  iind  the  burthen  too  great  for  one  man  to 
bear. 

They  also  insist  upon  a  new  flag,  such  as  is  used  by  the  army  of 
the  United  States.  They  say  their  old  flag  eane  orer  the  great 
water,  and  they  now  want  a  new  one,  as  a  token  of  their  firiendship 
to  the  United  States. 

By  the  last  papers  we  find  that  the  report  of  CM.  Butler,  etc, 
with  Indians  and  Canadians  being  at  Oswego,  is  disbelieved.  By 
the  aeeounts  we  had  before  received  of  that  matter,  some  were  much 
agitated  here,  but  seem  more  easy  at  present. 

**  I  expect  to  be  at  the  Assembly,  and  shall  gladly  receive  any 
mtormatiOQ  you  shall  think  propor  to  send  me. 

**  1  am,  sir,  your  humble  servant, 

Bmn." 

•*  N.  B.  The  Indians  deny  having  any  liand  in  the  attack  made 
upon  Wilson,  and  have  engaged  to  let  us  know  if  they  make  any  dis- 
covery of  that  matter. 

Hon.  BooBB  S—nifan*** 

The  earnest  desire  to  have  a  fire-place  erected  at  Wyoming,  and 
that  a  great  council  should  be  held  there,  was  probably  a  devised 
plan  to  introduce  the  sava<res  into  the  settlement  without  creating 
alarm,  and  then  treacherously  to  destroy  the  whole.  Their  importu* 
nity  it  seems,  '*  was  pressing.** 

It  would  also  appear  that  now,  since  war  rumors  were  afloat» 
namerons  chiefs,  claiming  consideration,  visited  Wyoming,  etpecting 
presents  and  entertainnient.  "  I  have  freqoently  given"  says  Colonel 
Batler,  **  bmt  find  the  burden  too  great  for  one  man  to  bear.** 

But  they  wanted  a  n&wjta^t  sueh  at  the  ''United  Stales  Army 
nsad,"  proimbly  as  a  deooy  on  a  fitting  oocasbn.  In  respect  to  the 
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newg  of  Colonel  John  Butler  with  his  Canadians  and  Indians  l>eing 
at  Oswego,  Colonel  Z.  Butler  says: — "Somb  were  very  Micri  agi- 
tated HEBB."  The  more  sagacious  men  at  Wyomil]^^  could  not 
fail  to  foraaee  and  dread  the  danger.  A  Iremendous  avalanche  huqg 
over  them,  which  the  least  jar  might  precipitate  on  their  heads. 

In  Septambor  ibUowingp  a  deputation  of  three  chiofr  arrived  al 
Wyoming,  and  brought  a  Talk,*"  the  Great  Head"  at  Oaoodago 
having  held  a  oooneil.  The  talk  waa  agreed  npon  at  Chenango  bf 
certain  authoriaed  chieft.  While  it  profeeaes  peaceable  iolentioni^ 
the  tone  is  one  of  complaint.  The  length  is  too  great  to  render 
proper  its  publication  entire.  A  paiagiaph  or  two  will  give  its 
spirit. 

"Brothers — There  is  a  irreat  deal  between  us.  The  Devil  h 
always  puttmg  something  between  us,  but  this  is  to  clear  your  hearts 
that  you  may  speak  clearly  and  pleasantly  to  us.  A  striaig  of 
wampum. 

*'Well  Brothers— There  is  a  great  deal  of  trouble  around  yen. 
Your  lids  are  all  bloody*  but  we  come  to  clear  away  all  aw|NcioB 
that  your  hearts  may  be  pteasant."  Three  strings  of  wampuoi. 

Still  desirous  that  a  great  council  fire  should  be  kindled  at  Wyo> 
ming,  they  proceed 

Well  Brothers — Our  i^re-place  is  almost  lost,  and  our  fire  almost 
out.  We  think  it  hard,  and  desire  it  may  be  renewed,  and  the 
fire-place  fixed  hen \  (hat  our  mutual  fire  may  give  light  from  one 
end  of  this  river  to  (lu-  othpr. 

"Brothers — We  are  unwilling  to  have  forts  built  up  the  river, 
but  wish  you  would  be  content  to  build  forts  here  among  the  lower 
settlers.  A  fort  at  Wyalusing  will  block  up  our  new  made,  wide, 
and  smooth  road,  and  again  make  us  strangers  to  one  another.** 

Three  other  paragraphs  urgently  desire  that  a  ''Fire"  may  be 
kindled  at  Wyoming,  **  so  that  the  flame  and  smoke  may  arise  is 
the  deads,"  etcu 

After  complaining  of  some  wrong  by  a  white  man,  done  an  Indian 

in  the  exchange  of  cows,  and  demanding  satisfaction,  they  ask  a 
new  flag,  and  beg  for  some  Hour  to  lake  home  wiiU  tlieni,  and 
request  that  as  they  are  for  peace  their  gims  and  tomaiiawks  may 
be  put  in  order. 

In  conclusion,  "  Well  Brother,  Colonel  Butler,  you  must  have  an 
Indian  name ;  Koorenghkwgnana,  (signifying  a  great  treeb)  we  will 
honoelbrth  call  you." 
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The  Cliiefd  present  were 

W11.LIAM  Naxticokb,  Nanticoke  Chied 
Indian  Joseph,  Onondago  Ciuetl 
NARONDiawANOK.  or  I  ^  cbirf 

The  **  Tali^  waa  regardod  as  evasive  and  uiHatklaelory.  It  nay 
be  oomidered  as  creditable  to  the  Wyomiog  people,  that  Indian 
jealoiMy  coeM  find  nothing  in  their  five  years  intercourse,  for  their 

friends  scattered  through  the  Valley  to  complain  of,  except  the  matter 
of  the  cow  exchansre. 

In  a  letter  from  Colonel  Butler  to  Roger  Sherman,  dated  August 
6,  1776,  he  says  : — 

"  You  will  see  by  the  representations  from  this  town  that  we  are 
Qoder  appreheiwions  of  danger  from  the  Indians,  as  oar  array  has 
fetreated  to  Crown-point,  and  every  artifice  using  to  set  the  Indians 
on  08»  by  Johnson  a»d  Butler,  at  Niagara.** 

Colonel  Bntler  also  speaks  of  the  settlement  being  in  want  of  aims, 
as  those  eighty  gans  taken  from  our  people  at  Warrior's  Run, 
have  not  been  returned,**  etc 

A  report  reached  the  valley  the  same  month,  that  Colonel  John 
Butler,  "  with  Indians  and  Canadians,  was  at  Oswep)."  Notwith- 
standing the  professions  of  tlie  Six  Nations,  no  one  doubterl  before  the 
close  of  1770,  but  that  they  were  pledged  to  the  interest  of  Great 
Britain,  and  on  the  invasion  by  Bnrgoyne  early  in  the  following  year, 
numbers  of  them  were  found  arrayed  under  his  standard,  active,  brave 
and  rrael,  as  became  their  long  established  character. 

Westmoreland  extended  north,  five  miles  above  the  coofluenoe  of 
the  Susquehanna  and  Chemung  rivers.  The  upper  part  of  the  town 
was  therefore  not  only  within  the  rang^  of  the  Indian  paths,  but  as 
previously  stated,  actually  included  several  of  their  settlements  at 
Tioga  Point,  Sheshequin  and  the  Great  Bend.  In  the  immediate 
neighborhood  were  the  populous  villages  of  Oqua^,  (one  of  the  head 
quarters  of  Brandt,)  Chenango,  OwefTo,  Choconut  and  Newtown,  the 
latter  a  place  where  many  distinguished  chiefs  resided.  The  general, 
almost  the  universal,  course  of  travel  for  the  Indians  going  east  or 
west,  was  through  the  upper  part  of  Westmoreland.  A  moderale 
finshet  in  the  river,  would  bring  their  boats  and  canoes,  in  twenty* 
fiwr  hoars,  from  their  place  of  rsndegvous  at  Tioga,  into  the  heart 
of  the  Wyoming  settlement  Being  therefore  within  easy  striking 
distmee^  they  were  fully  aware  of  thehr  dangsr,  and  might  well  look 
with  ambus  solicitnde  to  the  public  authorities  fat  pntnetioii. 
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A  colony  projected  out  from  her  own  bosom  bcyiWid  New  York, 
forty  rinles  north  of  the  Blue  IMoiuitait}*',  and  divided  by  an  inhospita- 
ble wilderness,  from  any  other  settlement  of  sulficieot  strength  to 
yi^ld  support  io  case  of  itirasSon*  Connecticat  seemed  called  apon  by 
the  strongest  considerations  of  justice  and  mercy  to  take  measures 
to  alfiird  eflbotaal  proleetaon  to  this  her  exposed  frontier. 

An  important  inquiry  presents  itself;  What  were  tbe  noBben* 
and  what  the  strength  of  Westmoreland  t  Trumbull  stales,  and  oa 
his  authority.  Chapman  copies  the  assertion,  that  there  were  five 
thousand  inhabitants  in  the  town.  It  will  be  observed  that  the 
number  is  staled  rouiidly  at  five  ihuusand,  as  if  it  wcm  matter  of 
guess,  rather  than  of  enumeration.  From  all  the  lights  before  me, 
I  am  confident  the  number  \<i  greatly  exajr^rprated.  In  the  f\nt 
place,  during  the  years  of  peace  and  prosperity  from  1774  to  1776 
only  two  hundred  and  eighty-five  (285)  persons  bad  taken  the  Free- 
man's oath,  and  exercised  the  right  of  soffirage  in  town  meettnpb 
when  there  were  many  and  obvious  motives  to  do  so^  and  none  that 
we  can  oonoeiTe  of,  to  deter. 

Second*  When,  after  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  a  new  oath 
was  demanded,  only  two  hundred  and  sixty-nine  (209)  had  appeared 
nnd  been  sworn.  Allowing  an  iiuudicd  iVucaicn  tu  liave  been  absent 
with  the  army,  and  the  whole  number  would  be  three  hundred  sixty- 
nine  (369.)  If  we  allow  six  {>ersons  to  each  voter,  the  number 
would  be  two  thousand  two  lunidred  and  fourteen  (2214.)  Third. 
A  list  of  settlers  at  Wyoming  for  1773,  two  years  before,  in  Col. 
Butler^s  hand  writing,  nambers  only  two  hundred  and  sixteeo  (216^) 
Fourth.  An  assessment  for  Wilkesbarre  township  in  1774,  corrected 
January  1T7S,  contains  one  hundred  and  twenty  (120)  names.  The 
sum  assessed  was  ^69046.  The  whole  assessment  in  Westaaorelaad 
that  year  was  £1S,08S.  Now  if  give  190  persons,  how  many 
wodd  19089  give!  It  is  apprehended  this  would  be  one  Adr  modk 
of  approximating  the  truth.  The  answer  is  430,  which  multiplied 
by  6,  jsn^cs  2580. 

In  the  Plunket  battle,  when  full  notice  had  been  received  of  the 
imp)ending  and  pressing  danger,  and  every  thing  was  at  stake,  only 
about  three  hundred  men  could  be  mustered,  and  not  all  those  with 
fire  anas.  We  see  no  reason  to  suppoee  the  whole  number  of  in* 
habitants  exceeded  about  twenty-five  hundred  (2500.)  Perhaps  io 
impreas  the  enemy  with  an  idea  of  her  formidable  power*  might  have 
been  regarded  as  a  means  to  prevent  invasion,  and  tbetefim  wmvnl* 
ing  the  exaggeration.  The  data  oo  which  our  eoneliisioii  it  fcwicdt 
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being  submitted,  every  person  who  takes  m  interest  in  the  matter 
wil!  form  an  opinion  for  himself. 

Having  presented  a  brief  view  of  the  position  of  Wyomiog,  the 
dangers  Ihe  people  had  reaaonable  ground  to  apprehend,  and  as 
iocmta  aa  estunate  aa  poiaibje  of  the  niunber  of  iohabitaoti,  m 
approach  a  ontter  of  the  uimoat  inoBMt  i  but  prevma  to  eoteriog 
thereoa,  duty  and  pleasure  call  on  us  to  state  looBe  bifldy  patriotic 
prooeediagp;  while  an  equal  sense  of  duty  demands  oor  notice  of 
several  painful  events. 

At  a  town  meeting,  held  March  10th,  "  Voted,  that  the  first  man 
that  shall  luiike  fit'ty  weight  of  good  sult-petrtj  in  this  tovs  n  shall  be 
entitied  to  a  bouiiiy  of  ten  pounds,  lawful  money,  to  be  paid  out  of 
the  town  treasury." 

Voted,  that  the  selectmen  be  directed  to  dispose  of  the  grain 
now  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  or  Collectoff  in  such  way  as  to 
obtain  powder  and  lead  to  the  value  of  .forty  poundst  lawful  moneys 
if  they  can  do  the  same." 

The  Continental  Congress  having  reoomnended  tlie  i^pointniMit 
of  oommittees  of  vigilance  in  every  town,  and  the  arrest  of  persons 
hostile  to  the  cause  of  liberty,  a  committee  of  inspection  was  estab- 
lished, a  measure  that  became  the  more  pressing! y  necessary,  as, 
with  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  and  ilie  [n ohibitiori  on  the  part 
ot  Coniicclicut  ot  any  further  emigration  to  Wyominsr,  there  had 
come  ill  strange  families  of  interlopers  from  Minnisink,  from  West 
Chester,  New  York,  from  Kinderhook,  and  the  Mohawk,  neither 
connected  with  Pennsylvania  nor  Connecticut,  between  whom  and 
the  old  settlers  there  was  neither  sympathy  in  leeling,  nor  con^ 
mnnity  of  interests — ^Wintermoots,  Vangonders,  and  Von-Alstines. 
A  path  of  cooununicalion  was  opened  by  the  disafieded  between 
New  York  and  Niagara,  to  strike  the  Sosqnehanna  twenty  miles 
above  Wilkesbarre.  Some  of  those  new  sjid  unwikome  settlers 
soon  made  theur  sentiments  known,  and  disclosed  tbeur  hostility  to 
the  American  cause,  while  others  for  the  time  remained  quiet, 
though  subsequent  events  showed  the  purpose  of  their  emigration  to 
the  Susquehanna.* 

•  Thii  view  it*  aUestctl  by  the  fact,  ilmt  in  January  177^,  Mr.  H«<;eiimn  hc\n<^  cxainiaed 
before  the  coinmiUee  of  inspecUoOi  said,  '  that  riding  with  Mr.  S.— tliey  »j)oke  the  people 
tnming  in  up  titc  riter  to  join  th»  entrn*/  ["  at  ft  fiunlDtr  «nd  mXi  nndentood  SMltcr.*']  He, 
UftfeiMni,  i^lmntd  thtt  llw  Yuikeei  wonid  go  vp  and  lik«  their  amw  Aon  them*  S.  re* 
ylbd,  b*  was  tbe  nan,  if  ii  wai*  doaa,  who  woold  aaa  tliift  Hiay  wnt  fftvnttd  lo  llMai." 
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John  St  cord,  who  had  settied  up  the  river  near  thirty  miles  above 
the  Valley  ,  was  known  to  harbor  suspicious  persons,  and  wn ^  sus- 
pected of  acting  as  a  spy,  and  giving  mlelligence  to  the  enemy. 
Several  British  prisonerst  confined  at  Lebanon,  Conn.,  had  made 
their  6tcape»  viz:  Captain  Humey  Lieuts.  Richardson,  Habbage  and 
Borroaghf,  with  their  lervants.  Having  a  pilot,  theystrack  the 
river  twenty  miles  above  the  Valley,  and  were  rappoaed  to  have 
been  directed  to»  and  entertained  by  Secord,  furnished  with  pro- 
visions, and  aided  in  their  flight  to  Niagara. 

The  committee  caused  him  to  be  arrested;  but  he  petitioned 
Congress,  complaining  of  the  outrage  on  his  rights,  and  by  their 
order  wu^  liberated.  A  bold,  bad  man,  he  united  himself  to  the  ene- 
my, tli(^  moment  he  could  more  effectually  serve  them  in  that  manner, 
than  hv  professing  friendship  for  the  Yankees,  and  acting  a?  ;i  s[^y 
npon  Wyoming.  Two  of  the  Vangorders,  Philip  and  Abraham, 
were  taken  by  the  committee,  and  sent  to  Litchfield  for  triai 
Andrew  Adams,  Esq.,  was  employed  to  conduct  the  prosecQtioii» 
but  the  issue  we  have  not  been  able  to  learn.  About  the  same  time 
eight  or  ten  persons  were  arrested,  and  sent  to  Hartford  for  trial, 
but  were  dismissed. 

Doubts  have  been  expressed  whether  there  was  not  more  zeal 
than  discretion  in  these  proceedings.  With  the  faint  lights  befiite 
us  it  is  impossible  to  form  an  opinion  entirely  satisfactory  upon  the 
subject.  Certain  it  is,  such  an  influx  of  strangers  was  deemed,  and 
not  witliout  iLason.  extraoi duiary.  Some  of  them  it  is  known  im- 
mediately opened  communications  with  the  enemy.  The  issue  show- 
ed that  thev  were  all  enemies  in  disguise.  We  art  not  j)i  t  jiared  to 
say  therefore,  that  the  people  were  to  blame  in  takmg  the  most  ener- 
getic measures  to  remove,  or  over-awe  the  more  avowedly  disaffiBcted, 
especially  when  the  recommendations  of  Congress  are  considered. 

John  Jenkins,  Esq.,  (the  elder)  and  Captain  Solomon  Strong,  were 
chosen  members  of  the  Legislature  to  attend  at  Hartford,  in  May, 
with  express  orders  to  request  the  Assembly  to  demand  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Government  i64,000  for  losses  sustainiBd  by  their  in. 
vasion,  and  if  necessary  to  pursue  the  matter  before  Congress.  As  no 
further  notice  of  the  subject  appears  upon  the  records,  and  as  it  is 
certain  no  ronipuiisatioii  was  received,  it  is  presumed  that  prudvutiai 
considerations  induced  the  General  Assembly  to  decline  interfei  iinr. 

*'  At  a  town  meeting  legally  warned  and  held,  m  Westmoreland* 
Wilkesbane  district,  August  ^,  1776, 
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**ColaneI  Butler  was  chosen  fiioderator  for  the  work  of  tlie  day. 

"Voted — As  the  opinion  of  tiiis  meeting,  that  it  now  becomes 
necessary  for  the  inhabitants  of  this  town  to  erect  saitable  forts^ 
as  a  defence  against  our  common  enemy/' 

Recently  there  had  been  established  by  the  Creneral  Assembly  at 
Westmoreiandy  the  S4th  Regiment  of  €k>nnecticat  militia*  The  meet* 
log  voted  that  the  three  field  officers  ahonld  be  a  oomroitlee  to  fix 
on  proper  sites  for  the  Ibrts,  lay  them  out,  and  give  directions  how 
they  shoold  be  built  The  Wintermoots,  a  nameroas  family,  seem- 
ing to  have  extraordinary  means  at  eommand,  had  purchased  and 
seuled  near  the  lie;id  of  ilie  Valley  upon  a  sjx)t  where  a  lar^e  and 
pure  spnag  of  walei  gushes  out  from  the  high  bank,  or  uppiT  flat. 
Here  they  had  erected  a  fortification,  known  as  \V  intui  inoui's  fori. 
This  was  looked  upon  with  jealousy  by  the  old  settlers.  A  vote 
was  therefore  passed,  that  no  forts  be  built  except  those  which 
should  be  designated  by  the  military  committee.  As  it  was  too 
late  to  remedy  the  evil,  the  committee  resolved  to  counteract  it  as 
ht  as  possible,  by  eausii^  a  fort  to  be  built  a  mile  above  Winter^ 
moots,  in  the  neighborhood,  and  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Jenkins  and  Harding  families,  leading  men  and  ardent  patriots. 
It  was  named  Fort  Jenkins,  (but  must  not  be  confounded  by  the 
reader  with  the  Fort  Jenkins,  half  way  between  Wyoming  and  Sun- 
bury,  or  Fort  Augusta.)  Forty  Fort  was  to  be  strengthened  and  en- 
larged. Sites  were  fixed  on  in  Pittston,  Wilkesbarrc,  Hanover,  and 
^  Plymouth.    And  then  was  adopted  the  kjllowing  beautiful  vote: — 

**  That  the  above  said  committee,  do  recommend  it  to  the  people 
to  proceed  forthwith  in  building  said  Forts  without  either  fee  or 
reward  from  ye  town." 

We  leave  it  in  its  simplicity  to  speak  its  own  eukigium. 

The  die  was  cast.  Independence  was  declared.  War  assumed 
throughout  the  land  his  sternest  aspect,  and  every  day  disclosed  to 
Wyoming  some  new  ground  of  apprehension.  The  savages,  who  yet 
dwelt  in  the  Valley,  theretofore  peaceable  and  quiet,  now  began  to 
assume  an  insolent  carriage,  demanding  provisions  and  liquor,  with 
an  authoritative  air,  accompntncd  by  cxjirL'ssiuns  itn[)lyin£r  threats 
of  vengeance  if  refused.  Justly  clre;uiing  the  ill  consequences  of  a 
quarrel,  the  town  passed  a  solemn  vote,  similar  in  spirit  to  one 
previously  adopted,  forbidding,  under  penalty  of  forty  shillings  a 
gill,  the  sale  to  an  Indian  of  any  spirituous  liquors,  and  also  pro- 
hibiting the  transportation  of  spirits  upon  the  river  above  the  Valley. 
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la  Nowafaer,  Colonel  Batler  and  Colonel  Denieoa^  repneontaliTes 

to  the  October  session  of  the  Assembly,  held  at  New  Haven,  re- 
turned, l)j  inging  the  good  tidings  that  tiio  town  of  Westmorelauii  was 
erected  into  a  county,  and  henceforth  iis  oigaiiizaUon,  civil  and  mili- 
tary, wa«  complete.  Jooathan  Fitch,  Esq.,  had  received  the  commis- 
sion of  High  Sheriff,  and  was  of  course  the  first  person  who  ever  ImsM 
that  responsible  o&e  on  the  North  Branch  of  the  Susquehaoaa, 

During  the  eummer  Capt.  Weisner,  from  New  York*  w«e  seal 
to  Wyoming,  to  enlist  part  of  a  rifle  company  for  tbe  oanlliMmtii 
ierrice.  Obailiah  Gore*  Jr.»  an  active  ami  eaterprieing  maa»  oflered 
Weisoer  his  influence,  received  the  commisiioa  of  lieutenant,  nod 
raiaed  about  twenty  men,  with  whom  he  marched  to  head-qoarten. 
Soon  after,  however,  it  being  deemed  proper  that,  as  they  were 
enlisted  in  Connecticut,  they  should  be  credited  to  her,  niul  liol  to 
the  New  York  line  of  the  army,  they  were  transferred,  it  is  believed* 
to  the  regiment  of  Col.  Wyllis. 

About  the  same  time,  Capt.  Strong  enlisted  part  of  a  company,  at 
Wyoming  tbe  number  is  supposed  to  have  been  inconsiderable,  not 
eiceeding  eight  or  ten.  These  being  the  iirst  enlisted  men,  took  with 
them  the  best  arms  that  could  be  obtained.  That  a  man  shook!  iwve 
left  the  Valley,  or  that  a  musket  or  rifle  should  have  been  taken,  is 
matter  of  surprise.  But  no  where  throughout  the  United  Colonies, 
did  the  spirit  of  patrbtism  glow  more  intensely  than  in  Westmore- 
land. We  make  the  remark  here,  and  shall  repeat  it  again,  that  like 
the  generous  steed  which  exerts  every  sinew,  till  ]i<  ialU  lifeless 
under  his  rider,  Wyonung  never  set med  to  know  when  they  had 
done  and  sullered  enough,  if  further  duty  or  sutTering  was  demanded 
by  the  cause. 

Col.  Butler,  in  a  letter  to  a  member,  complaining  that  no  resti- 
tution had  been  made,  as  recommended  by  Congress,  of  property 
taken,  partly  in  boats  confiscated  while  tradin;^  down  the  river;  and 
horses,  arms,  and  other  articles  taken  from  Wyoming,  says : — **Om 
other  property,  though  valuable,  we  would  not  meatkm  at  this  day, 

but  OUft  ARMS  WB  CANNOT  FOBBBAR  SFBAXINe  OP,  BS  there  BTO  DOCMI  tO 

be  purchased,  and  we  a  frontier,  and  so  unanimously  willing  ts 
defend  the  United  States  of  America,  at  the  risk  of  our  lives.  But 

Congress  must  be  best  acquainted  with  the  disposition  of  the  In- 
dians,'' etc.  Congress  being  fully  apprised  of  the  siiuailDn  of  West- 
moreland, determined  to  iutt;rpose  and  provide  for  the  defence  of  the 
town.   To  this  end — 
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**Wniajf  Ai^Mit  S8»  179A«— BaaoHed,  That  two  eompMues  cm 
tiie  Continental  ettaUiihment,  be  raited  in  the  town  of  Wetlmofe- 
Umdt  amd  iiaHomei  in  proper  placet  fsr  the  defence  of  the  inhakUants 

mid  Umm,  and  parts  adjacent,  till  farther  order  of  Congress; 
the  commissioned  ollicers  ot  liic  sdid  two  coaApaiiiejj,  lu  be  imme- 
diately appointed  by  Congress. 

"That  the  pay  of  the  men,  to  be  raise<l  as  aforesaid,  commence 
when  they  arc  armed  and  mustered,  and  that  they  be  liable  to  serve 
in  any  part  of  the  Uoited  States,  when  ordered  by  CJoogrees. 

"  That  the  said  troops  be  enlisted  to  senre  during  the  war*  unlets 
mner  discharged  by  Congress.'' 

Aitgost  26th>— Congsess  proceeded  to  the  electioa  of  sundry  offi- 
cers, when  Robert  Dnrkee  and  Samuel  Ransom  were  elected  cap- 
tains of  the  two  companies  ordered  to  be  raised  in  the  town  of  West- 
■loraland,  James  Wells,  and  Perrin  Ross,  first  lieoteoants ;  Asabel 
Buck,  and  Simon  Spalding,  second  lieutenants;  Herman  Swift  and 
Alalliuas  lluUciiback,  ensigns  of  siud  companies." 

£arly  in  September,  information  was  received  ot  the  Resolulioti, 
of  Congress,  and  rendezvous  lor  the  cniistuienl  ot  men  on  the  terrasl 
prescribed,  were  opened  by  Capt.  Durkee  on  the  east,  und  by  Capt.* 
Ransom  oo  the  west  side  of  the  river.    As  the  troops  raised  were  by  | 
the  express  pledge  of  Congress,  '*to  be  stationed  in  proper  places  I 
lor  the  defence  of  the  inhabitants,''  while,  of  course,  the  existing  [ 
danger  should  continue,  the  able  bodied  men  flocked  to  the  standard 
raised,  and  in  less  than  sixty  days,  both  companies  were  full,  num- 
bering about' eighty-four  each. 

Washington's  army,  greatly  impaired  in  numbers  and  spirit,  by 
their  expulsion  from  Long  Island,  were  now  sorely  pressed  by  Gen. 
Howe.  On  the  15th  of  September,  New  York  was  taken  possession 
of  by  the  enemy.  The  battle  at  White  Plains  had  been  fought, 
and  on  the  16th  of  iNovember,  Fort  Washington  surrendered  to  the 
British  arms,  Gen.  Howe  claiming  to  have  taken  twenty-five  hundred 
prisoners.  Gloom — almost  despondeace-M>verspread  the  American 
camp.  Howe  pushed  his  advantage  with  energy.  Washington  was 
compelled  to  retreat,  from  post  to  post,  through  the  Jerseys.  '*  The 
Conunander-in-Chief,''  says  Marshall,  *'  found  himself  at  the  head 
of  this  small  force,  less  than  three  thousand  soldiers,  dispirited  by 
their  losses  and  fatigues,  retreating,  almost  naked  and  bare  footed, 
in  the  cold  of  November  and  December,  before  a  numerous,  well 
appointed  and  victorious  army,  through  a  desponding  country,  much 
13 
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more  diiposed  to  obtain  safety  by  subaiiaBioo  than  to  seek  it  by 

manly  resistance.'* 


I  On  the  8th  of  December,  Gen.  Washington  crossed  the  Delaware, 
I  and  Congress  immediately  (o(jk  measures  to  retire  from  Philadclpliia 
1  to  Baltimore.  At  this  moment  of  peril,  they  "  Resolved,  Thursday 
j  December  12th,  "  That  the  two  companies  raised  in  the  town  of 
;  Westmoreland,  be  ordered  to  join  Gen.  Washington,  wUk  allp<mible 
I  opeitlitfji.*'  And  the  very  same  day  adjotumed  to  meet  on  the  9Qth» 
at  Baltimore. 

Fromptly  obeying  the  orderp  the  two  oompanies  hasleiMl  tlmr 
march,  and  before  the  cloee  of  the  month  and  year,  were  upon  the 
lines,  under  the  command  of  their  beloved  Washington. 
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17T7.-«^Wjromiiif  Coni|aiiii^]Utt1i7— Mlinl  jttleaijr— Town  vioto— Th«  diMiM 
Sntli  Pm^PMlilefMB  afmb— FSnt  SCndanlto  Yale  CalUge^Adimah  Stambnry— 
CiM  ewioos  and  tnMibleniiie— Indian  book  debt— Citation  for  Toryism— Difficuity 
grttlcd  by  marriage — Post  established  to  Hartford — Yankee  official  titles— Tax — Prepa- 

niti.iiis  lor  defence— Liput.  Jenkins,  first  prisoner — Brave  Old  FitZ2;era!d — Companies  of 
Durkce  and  Raiiiioiii — BattUi  of  Millstone — Porter  killed  — Gen  Wa«hi(igton'ii  letter— 
Mad  Foit — Lieut.  Spalding — Matthewsun  killed— Weallli  and  reveaue  of  Westmoic- 
Innd^WttiMifr— Exontivtt  burdens  on  Wyoming— BnutUU  iciolve. 

LiOHTB  and  ahadows  alternately  brightened  and  obscared  the  Wyo- 
ming sky  daring  the  year  1777.  The  gloomy  aspect  of  affairs  along 
the  sea-board;  Burgoyne  with  his  powerful  army  descending  from 
the  north ;  the  accession  of  the  savage  interest  to  the  canse  of  Great 

Britain,  carrying  with  it  the  certainty  thai  the  frontier  settlements,  as 
in  the  old  French  war,  would  be  one  long  line  of  conflagratiuii  and 
murder,  awakened  in  the  breasts  of  the  Wyoming  people,  great  fears 
for  the  <:eneral  cause,  and  extreme  anxiety  for  their  own  safety. 

The  companies  had  marched  with  the  utmost  alacrity — not  a  mur- 
nur  was  heard>  for  every  man  felt  that  the  case  was  one  of  im- 
perious necessity,  yet  not  one  of  them  entertained  a  doubt,  but  that 
the  moment  affairs  below  the  mountains  were  restored  to  a  state  of 
tderafole  order,  the  pledge  **  to  be  stationed  in  proper  places  to 
defend  their  homes,'*  would  be  regarded  in  good  faith,  and  the  soldiers 
ordered  back  to  the  Tatley. 

Treachery,  a  trick  to  entrap  them  into  the  service  under  so  fair 
a  pretence,  and  then  to  force  ihem  away,  leaving  their  home? 
wholly  exposed  and  unprotected,  implied  a  degree  of  baseness  and 
cruelty  they  could  not  even  comprehend,  and  therefore  did  not  fear. 
Cheerfully  the  soldiers  mu  rhed  to  their  duty,  while  hope  of  their 
speedy  return  sustained  their  families  at  home. 

Town  meetings  were  as  heretofore,  duly  holden,  and  at  the  spring 
meeting,  John  Jenkins  and  Isaac  Tripp,  Esqs.,  were  chosen  mem- 
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bers  to  the  Assembly,  which  waa  lo  convene  in  Hartford,  ia  May. 
Westmoreland  being  now  a  <  ounty  as  well  as  town,  a  place  for  the 
erection  of  public  buildings  must  be  fixed  upon,  and  the  old  rivalry 
between  Wiikesbarre  and  Kint^stun,  or,  more  extensively,  beJween 
the  east  and  west  sides  of  the  river,  was,  by  the  magnitude  of  the 
subject  eicited  to  a  pitch  that  absorbed  for  a  time,  almost  exclusivelyt 
the  pablic  attention.  An  intelligent  committee  of  impartial  men  was 
demanded  of  the  Assembly  to  settle  the  dispute. 

Another  matter  created  no  little  excitement  among  the  ambitioiia 
men.  Ramours  bad  reached  Wyoming,  that  the  Assembly  intended 
to  appoint  to  some  of  the  more  elevated  judicial  offices,  certain  persons 
not  inhabitants  of  the  Valley,  but  chosen  from  that  part  of  the  State 
east  uf  New  York. 

Voted,  as  instructions  to  Messrs.  Jenkins  and  Tripp.  "If  any 
person  that  is  not  an  inhabitant  of  this  town,  slioiild  be  noiaiiiateil  for 
an  office  111  this  county,  that  thry  immediately  remonstrate  against  it 
in  the  most  spirited  manner,  as  unconstitutional,  and  an  unprece- 
dented thing  in  this  colony  in  any  former  times.*' 

The  county  town  was  established  at  Wilkesbarre,  and  the  offioers 
of  the  new  county  were  selected  from  the  town  of  Westmoreland. 

Scarce  had  the  summer  opened  when  a  new  cause  of  terrar  mad 
distress  was  developed  in  the  Valley.  The  small-pox  (how  justly  this 
then  deadly  plague  was  dreaded,  the  present  generation  can  form 
but  a  faint  idea,)  made  its  appearance.  One  of  the  most  respected 
citizens  returned  from  Philadelphia,  was  taken  sick  with  iiku  disease, 
and  died.*  Want  of  the  advice  and  protecting  influence  of  the 
numerous  lieads  of  fatuilie-,  away  with  the  army,  wad  sorely  felt- 
But  a  town  mt'etiiig  was  iicld,  where  wise  nnH  energetic  measures 
were  adopted  to  obviate  to  the  utmost  of  human  power,  the  ill  effects 
of  the  contagion.  A  pest  house  was  established  in  each  township 
or  district,  half  a  mile  from  any  road,  where  persons  were  to  resort 
for  inoculation.  No  one  in  the  settlement  was  to  receive  the  infeetioii 
except  in  one  of  these  houses,  nor  unless  by  express  warrant  from  an 
examining  committee.  A  strict  quarantine  respecting  persons  coa- 
nected  with  the  pest  houses  was  established,  and  regulations  for  the 
careful  change  of  clothes.  Physicians  were  prohibited  from  inocula- 
Tinti  except  in  the  places  designated.  How  many  deaths  occurred 
froui  the  contagion  is  not  known,  but  I  lie  means  adopted  IilkI  liie 
most  salutary  udluence  in  4uicUtig  aiarro,  and  preventing  the  spread 
of  the  fatal  disorder. 

*  Jeramiah  iiow,  £tlhcr  ol  our  late  dkiioguiiiheii  fcUow-uuzen,  Geocrai  Wm.  Rom. 


Digitized  by  Google 


HISTORY  OF  WYOMING. 


197 


Throoghoiit  the  proceedings  of  this  yeaft  schools  appesr  to  have 
eogagod  more  than  usnal  attention.  State  taxes,  to  go  into  the 
traasQiy  at  Hartford,  were  to  be  paid,  county  and  town  rates  were 
levied,  and  yet  the  zeal  ibr  instruction  was  so  nnabated,  that  an 
additional  tax  of  a  penny  in  the  pound  was  laid  for  free  school 
purposes.  Each  township  was  also  established  as  a  legal  school  dis- 
trict, with  power  to  rent  the  lands  "  sequestered  by  the  Susquehanna 
Company  therein,  for  the  use  of  scli<x)ls,  and  also  receive  of  the  school 
committee  appointed  by  their  town,  their  part  of  the  cooDty  money, 
according  to  their  respective  rates/* 

It  is  also  dae  to  the  pleasing  fact,  that  it  should  be  distinctly  re* 
corded,  this  year  for  the  first  time  there  was  sent  from  Wyoming,  a 
atadent  to  Tale  College* 

Were  we  the  eulogist,  instead  of  the  impartial  hbtorian  of  Wyoming, 
we  might  inquire  with  emphasis,  if  there  before  was  a  people,  sur- 
rounded  by  external  d'dug>  r^,  pestilence  in  the  midst,  a  large  portion 
of  their  natural  protectors  away  in  the  public  service,  who  ever 
exhibited  sf>  praiseworthy  a  zeal  to  difiuse  the  blessings  of  education 
amoni^  the  rising  generation  T 

We  have  before  adverted  to  the  fact,  that  Pennsylvania  land- 
holders,  masking  their  true  character,  came  m,  purchased  a  Connec- 
ticut right,  and  then  denounced  and  undervalued  the  claim  as  of  no 
validity.  This  was  a  mode  of  attack  ettrcmely  annoying  and  diffi- 
cult to  repel.  Chapman's  mill  was  in  full  and  successful  operation. 
A  person  by  the  name  of  Adonijah  Stansbury,  from  the  State  of 
Delaware,  purchased  Chapman's  interest,  and  was  placed  therefore 
by  his  business  in  instant  communication  with  multitudes  of  people. 
It  became  soon  apparent  that  Stansbury  was  a  disguised  enemy. 
Intelligent,  plausible,  active,  he  laug!ied  at  the  pretended  Connecticut 
claim  openly  as  a  folly,  and  derided  it  more  secretly  to  some  as  an 
imposition.  The  good  peo[>lc  had  no  othrT  mil!  to  grind  for  tliern, 
and  the  nuisance  became  insupportable  and  dangerous.  Stansbury 
had  violated  no  law,  but  except  through  the  law  there  was  no  way 
to  reach  him. 

Voted  at  a  town  meeting, "  that  Col.  Butler,  Col.  Denison  and 
Maj.  Judd,  be  a  committee,  (the  high  standing  of  the  committee 
indicates  the  importance  of  the  subject,)  to  write  to  the  Connecticut 
Ddlegates,  and  give  them  a  true  character  of  Adonijah  Stansbury, 

and  the  measures  he  has  heretofore  taken  for  the  destruction  of  this 
settlement." 
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Staiubury  disregarded  the  vote.  More  energetic  measures  be- 
came nec^sary,  and  as  he  ovfcd  no  man  io  the  town,  an  IndiaDtfinom 
the  Oquttgo  brought  suit  against  him  for  a  sum  of  monej  chat^ged 
as  being  doe  on  book,  growing  oat  of  an  ancient  trade  in  borses. 
Active  officers,  and  a  willing  eourt»  found  a  heavy  balance  owing  to 
tbe  Indian.  Suits  accumulated.*  A  whole  people  bad  taken  the 
law  of  him,  and  he  found  his  position  too  warmly  assailed  to  render 
)t  endurable.  A  younfr  man,  iruc  lu  ihc  Connecticul  interest,  happi- 
ly at  this  moment  formed  a  matrimonial  connection  with  Stansbury*8 
(laughter,  an  amiable  lady,  and  purchased  the  mill  of  his  father-in- 
law,  who  K  tired  from  the  seult-ment.  Trifling  as  the  incident  in 
itself  may  be  regarded»it  is  deemed  worthy  of  preservation  as  show* 
ing  that  the  dispute  respecting  title,  although  it  slumbered,  was  still 
alive,  and  as  indicating  tlie  meant  taken  by  both  parties,  to  maintain 
their  respectiTe  claims,  or  to  annoy  their  opponents. 

A  more  pleasing  matter  demands  a  passing  notice.  Sunoumied 
by  mountains,  by  a  wide  spreading  wilderness,  and  by  dreary 
wastes,  shut  out  from  all  the  usual  sources  of  information,  a  people 
so  inquisitive  could  not  live  in  those  eiciting  times  without  the 
news.  Fortunately  an  old,  loin,  smuke-dried  paper,  has  lalh  n  into 
our  possession,  which  shows  that  the  people  of  Wyoniing  established 
a  posi  to  Hartford,  to  go  once  a  fortnight  and  brini:  on  the  papers. 
A  Mr.  Frioce  Bryant  was  engaged  as  post-rider  fur  nine  moaihs» 

*  Civil  iuilt  yiwn  not  akiM  icforled  to.  The  following  paper  bM  it*  inteiMt  m  etmtiag 
$^  upon  the  node  of  pieocediag  wilh  dinlleeteJ  penotii^  m  vmU  m  ito  diieol  lefeftoce  l» 
Ibe  eeee  of  BUDriMuy. 

CITATION.*' 

To  Adonijah  Steaibury,  (nod  two  otiieni)  eO  of  WMtmofdtiid:  Yo«  ml  mA  «f 
jOQ  being  wwpecled  of  toiTinny  aiui  eabverting  the  Coiulitaibn,  ami  endeevomiag  to  bittmj 

the  inheliilanU  of  thit  town  into  the  ttaiuU  of  their  enomiai,  ete. 

You  nn<I  each  of  you  are  hereby  required  without  any  mnnwr  of  rxcuM  lo  make  yonr 
[MTsonal  n|i[>eHrance  before  the  coniniittfe  of  in:i[irction  lor  the  town  of  Weatmoroland,  at 
the  huu^  oi  Solomon  Johnson,  lriii-iw»i(Jt  r  in  »akl  town,  on  Wiiinc&Uay  the  3rd  of  iHist&at, 
January,  at  10  o'clock  in  the  morning,  then  and  there  to  annwer  unto  ^vero  eoea^iaiote 
wheieof  jron  efo euepeeted  ee ebove;  boeof  fitil  not,  ea  yun  will  enewer  the  eonlmy  at  the 
peill  of  the  dlapleaame  of  the  public. 

Bjr  order  of  the  Cfuiirman. 

AJNDERSON  DANA,  Clerk. 

To  any  indiliefeiit  peieon  lo  mrw,  and  ietuni." 

Oo  the  trial,  Ganct  Brinkerfioor  aaltb,  **  that  aone  lime  after  Slanebniy  beogbt  tbe  aiBi 
of  Chapmai^  he  aaad  In  did  not  intend  to  pay  any  move  Ibr  Mud  niiUe,  and  lie  woidd  go  to 
Pennaylfania  and  moke  it  appear  that  Chapman  iiad  no  right  to  the  landa.** 
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More  than  titty  subscribers  remain  to  tlie  paper,  which  evidently 
must  have  been  more  numerous  as  it  is  torn  in  the  centre.  The 
sums  given  varied  from  one  to  two  dollars  each.    In  the  list  we  find 
Elijah  Shoemaker,  ^cih  Marvin, 

£lia8  Church,  Obadiah  Gore« 

George  Dorrance^  James  Stark, 

Nathan  Kiagsley,  Anderson  Daoa, 

Elisba  Blackmail,  Jeremiah  Bosf, 

NathaD  Denifloo,  Zebulon  Butler. 

Fayment  for  the  papers  wai  of  coune  a  separate  matter.  It  may 
ynSl  be  qu^tioiied,  whether  there  it  another  instance  in  the  States^ 
of  a  few  settlers,  especially  as  those  at  Wyoming  were  situated, 
estabhshing  at  their  own  expense,  a  post  to  briiig  them  the  news- 
papers, from  a  distance  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  miles ! 

It  has  been  re^:arded  as  on  amusing  characteristic  of  the  Yankees, 
that  they  never  failed  in  ancient  times,  to  give  any  man  the  title 
which  he  might  claim,  from  the  (governor  of  a  colony,  down  to  a 
Sergeant  of  a  company.  A  quotation  from  the  Westmoreland  re* 
eords  will  show  that  the  practice  was  strictly  adhered  to  by  the 
emigrants  from  Connecticut* 

December,  17T7,  ¥oted,  that  Capt*  William  Worden,  Ensign 
Daniel  Downing,  Lieut  Daniel  Gore,  Capt.  Nathaniel  Landon,  Capl, 
Jeremiah  Blancbard,  Lieut.  Aaron  Gaylord,  Silas  Parke,  Esq.,  Isaac 
Tripp,  Esq.,  Capt.  StepJicn  Harding,  Capt.  John  Franklin,  be  fence 
viewers  for  the  ensuing  year.  The  list  contains  two  or  three  others 
without  titles. 

"  December  HO,  voted  by  this  town,  to  grant  one  penny  on  the 
pound  as  an  addition  to  the  two  penny  lax,  granted  August  6.** 
Three  pence  on  the  pound,  on  an  assessment  of  £20,000  would  yield 
£350,  $830.  The  town  also  TOte  to  lend  the  county  forty  pounds. 

During  the  summer  netive  metsures  vrere  in  progress  to  place  the 
*  settlement  in  the  best  posture  of  defence  the  circumstances  of  the 
people  would  admit  By  detachments  the  people  worked  on  the 
eeteral  forts;  built  upon  a  larger  scale,  and  with  greater  strength, 
but  in  the  same  manner  as  those  of  Forts  Ogden  and  Durkee.  That 
at  Wilkesbarie  occupied  the  ground  on  which  the  Court  House  now 
stnrids.  The  venerable  Maj.  Eleazer  Blackman  says:  "I  was  then 
a  boy  of  about  thirteen,  but  was  called  on  lo  work  in  the  fortifi- 
cations. With  spade  and  pick  I  could  not  do  much,  but  I  could 
drive  oxen  and  haul  logs.**  Every  sinew  from  childhood  to  old  ags 
•mm  thus  pot  in  requisitioo. 
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A  system  had  been  established  by  which  scouts  were  sent  up 
river,  to  watch  the  Indian  paths,  and  bring  intelligeiice.    Each  parly 
of  five  or  seven,  was  generally  aljscnt  a  week,  but  their  numbers, 
and  the  iretjiienpy  of  their  tours  of  duly  were  increased  as  emergen- 
cies seemed  to  require. 

Parties  of  Indians  were  occasiooaHy  heard  of  at  no  great  distance, 
bat  they  abstained  from  violence,  except  so  far  as  to  take  ofT  pri- 
soners. Up  to  this  time,  they  had  oommitted  no  murder  and  burnt 
no  dwelling*  It  is  not  doubted,  that  by  profound  policy,  it  was 
their  wish  the  settlement  should  be  lulled  into  security,  that  tfaeoam- 
panies  of  Durkee  and  Ransom  might  not  be  recalled,  but  the  Vallef 
left  exposed,  and  reserved  as  a  cherished  victim  for  another  cam* 
paign,  when  the  main  body  of  the  Six  Nations,  now  engaged  in  the 
northeast,  in  aid  of  Burgoyne,  should  be  at  liberty  to  detach  a  force 
competent  to  the  certain  destruction  of  the  settlement. 

An  intercommunication  if  was  known,  or  not  doubted,  was  kept 
op  between  the  disaifected  settlers  on  the  nver,  from  near  Tunkhan- 
nock  to  the  Wyalusing,  with  the  Indians  at  Tioga  and  Newtown, 
and  the  British  at  Niagara.  Lieut.  Asa  Stevens  was  detached  by 
the  Committee  of  Inspection,  with  nine  men,  who  returned  bringing 
in  live  suspected  persons,  as  prisoners.  Lieut  John  Jenkins  having, 
as  the  commander  of  a  scooting  party,  extended  his  march  as  fiu*  up 
as  Wyalusing,  (near  the  centre  of  Westmoreland,)  was  taken  pri- 
soner by  a  hand  of  Indians  and  Tories.  Three  men  were  taken  witk 
him,  a  Mr.  Yorke,  Lemuel  Fitch,  and  an  old  man,  named  Fttzgenild; 
The  Indians  and  tlit-ir  allies,  placed  Fitzgerald  on  a  tlax-brake,  and 
told  him  he  must  renounce  his  rebel  principles,  and  declare  for  the 
Kino^,  or  die.  "Well,"  said  the  stouthearted,  old  fellow,  "  I  am  old 
and  have  little  time  to  live,  anyhow;  and  I  had  rather  die  now  a 
friend  to  my  country,  than  live  ever  so  long  and  die  a  tory  T  They 
had  magnanimity  enoiigh  to  let  him  go ;  iiut  look  the  other  three 
to  Canada. 

As  Lieut.  Jenkins  was,  himself,  an  active  officer,  and  the  aon  of 
one  of  the  most  distinguished  men  in  Wyoming,  the  Cither  iMvii^ 
•everal  times  been  chosen  member  of  Assembly,  a  proposal  was  madb 
and  accepted,  to  exchange  him  lor  an  Indian  chief,  then  «  prisoner 

in  Albany.  Under  an  Indian  esoort  he  was  sent  to  that  city,  and 
when  they  arrived,  it  was  found  the  chief  had  recently  died  of  the 
small-pox.  The  rage  of  the  young  Indians,  who  had  escorted  him, 
could  scarcely  be  restrained.  They  would  have  tomnhnwked  Lieut. 
Jenkins  on  the  spot,  had  they  not  been  ibrcibly  prevented.  They 
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demanc?pd  (hat  he  should  return  with  them.  To  have  done  so,  would 
have  been  exposing  him  to  certain  deatli»  probably  lingering  torture. 
But  he  Wfts  released,  and  iottaotljr  repaired  to  his  post  of  duty. 
These  were  the  first  prisonm  taken  from  Wyoming. 

On  en  important  oecasioti«  a  sooating  party  of  thirty  men  nnde^ 
the  command  of  Capt.  Asaph  Whittlesy,  ventured  up  as  far  as  Stand] 
log  Blooe,  withm  tweQty*fi?e  miles  of  the  north  line  of  Westmore^ 
land*  The  Rev*  Benjnmin  Bkllack,  then  a  young  man  of  twenty, 
who  was  out  on  this  expedition,  gives  this  picture  of  Wyoming,  at 
that  time.  The  young  and  active  men  were  employed  upon  scout- 
ing parties,  to  unard  the  inhabitants  from  being  surprised,  i^ome 
portion  of  the  militia  was  constantly  on  duty.  It  was  necessary,  as 
the  able  bodied  men  were  away  with  the  arroy»  and  the  country  so 
exposed.  But  the  old  men  formed  themselves?  into  companies,  and 
performed  duty  in  the  forts.  Those  companies  of  ancient  men  were 
called  Refbrmados.  Capt.  Wm.  H.  Smith,  (who  aeted  also  as  pfaysi* 
cian  and  surgeon,)  commanded  one  in  Wilkesbarre,  of  which  Elisha 
Blaekman  was  Hentenant  The  fiither  of  Mr.  Bidlaok  commanded 
anolher  in  Plymouth. 

to  the  mean  time,  Ransom  and  Durkee  were  stationed  near  the 
linos,  between  the  two  armies,  in  New  Jersey;  Washington,  by  his 
l»nlli;irit  acfiiovements  at  Trenti>n  and  Princeton,  havinsr  wrested  the 
western  [lortion  of  that  Statu  from  the  hnnds  of  the  enemy.  They 
were  termed  "  the  two  Independent  Cofnpanies  of  Westmorelnnd," 
and  kept  from  being  incorporated  with  any  corps  or  raiment,  the 
intention  being,  it  is  not  doubted,  to  order  without  unnecessary  delay, 
their  return  to  the  duty  for  which  they  had  been  enlisted. 

After  joining  the  army,  tbe  first  time  they  were  under  fire,  was  on 
the  25th  of  Janoary,  1777,  at  the  aflair,  or  bsttle,  at  Millstone,  one 
of  the  most  gallant  and  snooessfnl  actions,  eonsidering  the  nunlben 
engaged,  that  was  fboghc  during  the  war. 

•*  When  Gen.  Washiijglon's  army  was  liutled  near  Morristown," 
says  Hosrers,  **  and  laborincr  under  tfiat  fatal  malady,  the  small-poT, 
a  liiR'  of  jnists  wa«  formed  alonu  the  i\fillstone  river,  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Princeton.  One  of  these,  established  at  Somerset  Court 
House,  was  occupied  by  Gen.  Dickinson,  with  a  few  hundred  men,'' 
(consisting  of  Durkee  and  Ransom's  Independent  Companies,  from 
Wyoming,  mustering  about  one  hundred  and  sixty,  and  three  bun- 
dled milttia.)  Not  very  distant,  and  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the 
•tmam,  stood  «  mill,  in  which  a  eonsldenbla  quantity  of  Hoar  had 
been  colleeted  for  tbe  use  of  our  troops.  At  thb  time,  hatd  Cant- 
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wallis  lay  at  Brunswick,  and  having  received  information  of  this 
depot,  immediately  despatched  a  large  foraging  party,  amounting  to 
about  four  hundred  men,  and  upwards  of  forty  wnj^ons,  drawn  hy 
imported  horses,  of  the  English  drafL-breed»  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
pOMQMion  of  it.  The  British  troopi  arrifed  at  the  mill  etrly  iQ  tbe 
morning,  and  having  loaded  the  wagons  with  ilour,  were  about  to 
nareh  on  their  retam,  when  Gen.  Dicklmoni  with  tn  inferior  Ibroe^ 
which  he  led  through  the  river,  middle  deep>  attaeked  them  with  no 
much  epirit  and  eflhct  that  tliey  fled,  abandoning  the  whole  of  their 
plnnder.*' 

The  Mill  Stone  victory  was,  to  their  latest  day,  a  darling  theme 
with  the  old  soldiers.  By  the  unanimous  declaration  of  those  en- 
gaged, the  attack  \va>  iciipetuous  and  well  sustained.  An  order  to 
charge  was  rr^ponded  to  with  enthusiasm.  Nor  did  the  British 
yield  the  ground  without  a  manly,  though  inetfectual  resistance. 
The  enemy  retired  in  confusion,  leaving  to  the  victors  a  handsome 
booty,  consisting  of  forty-seven  wagons,  and  more  than  an  hundred 
horses.  Each  man  shared  several  dollars  of  prise  money,  and  Capt 
Ransom  sent  one  of  the  wagons  to  his  farm,  at  Wyoming,  as  a 
trophy.  Nor  was  the  victory  achieved  without  loss.  Several  were 
killed,  and  a  greater  number  wounded.  Among  the  former.  Porter, 
a  gallant  young  fellow,  the  pride  of  Ransom's  company,  was  cut 
duvvn  by  a  cannon  ball. 

His  Excellency,  Gen.  Washington,  in  a  letter  to  the  President  of 
Congress,  dated  Morristown,  January  22d,  1777,  gives  this  account 
of  the  occurrence. 

"  My  last  to  you  was  on  the  20th  instant.  Since  that,  I  have  the 
pleasure  to  inform  you  that  Gen.  Dickinson,  with  about  four  htm* 
dred  militia,  has  defeated  a  foraging  party  of  the  enemy,  of  an  equal 
number,  and  has  taken  forty  wagons,  and  upwards  of  an  faundrted 
hotiM,  most  of  them  of  the  English  draft-breed,  and  a  number  of 
ihnep  and  cattle  which  they  had  ooUecled.  The  enemy  retrMlmd 
vsith  so  much  preoipitation,  that  Gen.  Dickinson  had  only  an  oppoiw 
tunity  of  making  nine  prisoners.  They  were  observed  to  carry  off 
a  irreat  many  dead  and  wounded  in  light  wagons.  This  action  hap- 
pened near  Somerset  Court  House,  on  Millstone  river.  Gen.  I>ick- 
inson's  beiiaviour  reflects  the  highest  honour  on  him;  for  though  hi*; 
troops  were  all  raw,  he  led  them  tliroiiuli  tin;  nver  middle  deep,  and 
gave  the  enemy  so  severe  a  charge,  that  although  soppcNTted  by  three 
field  fktem,  they  gave  way,  and  left  their  oonvoy.*' 
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Gen.  Lincoifi'i^  letter  and  Col*  BuUer't  reply,  wiU  abow  the  posi* 
Ijoa  of  the  Gompanies,  ia  May. 

"  BoQifD  B«ooK»  May  27tb,  1777. 
Sir,~It  is  Hit  Excellency,  General  Washington's  orders,  that 

you  march  immediately  with  the  three  detachments  from  Connecti- 
cut regiments,  and  the  two  companies  of  Wyoming  men,  to  Ciiatham, 
there  to  take  Gen.  Stef)hens'  orders,  if  there — if  not,  you  will  send 
to  Head  Quarters  fur  direct iuns. 

**  I  am  your  humble  servant, 

Lraoouf.'' 

*<  Chatham,  May  29th,  1777. 

Pursuant  to  orders  received  from  your  Excellency,  by  the  hand 
of  Major  General  Lincoln,  1  have  marched  with  the  dctacliments 
from  the  Connecticut  regiment,  and  a  few  of  the  Westmoreland  Inde- 
pendent compuriies,  and  expect  mf)re  of  them  will  join  me  this  day,  and 
am  now  encamped  upon  the  heights  between  Chatham  and  Spring- 
field. I  find  Gen.  Stephens  has  gone  from  this  place,  and  no  orders 
can  be  obtained  from  him,  as  I  expected  My  Quarter-Master  watts 
on  your  Excellency,  by  my  directions^  to  know  your  Excellency's 
pleasure  concerning  my  detachment. 

Many  soldiers  in  the  Independent  Companies  have  received  no 
clothes  since  they  entered  the  seryice,  and  are  almost  naked.  Many 
of  their  arms  are  useless,  and  some  of  thm  lost.  They  are  also  des* 
titute  of  tents,  and  every  kind  of  camp  equipage.  I  hope  your  Ex- 
cellency will  give  special  directions  how  iliey  are  to  be  supplied  with 
those  articles.         I  am,  with  the  greatest  esteem, 

"  Your  Excellency's  most  obedient 
**  His  Excellency  Humble  servant, 

Gnu.  WAsaiHOTOir.  "  Z.  Burunu" 

The  companies  were  at  Bound  brook,  at  Brandywine,  at  German* 

town,  and  at  Mud  Fort.  At  that  terrible  bombardment,  Lieut.  Spald- 
ing commanded  a  detachment  of  Hansom's  company.  Almost  every 
shot  from  the  British  tore  through  the  fort,  and  the  men  fell  on  every 
side.  A  soldier  of  Spaldini^'s  threw  himself  flat  on  tiie  ground. 
"  No  body"  he  said  "  can  stand  this  !"  *'  Get  up,  my  good  fellow,** 
said  Spalding,  coolly,  **  I  should  hate  to  have  to  run  you  through — 
yon  can  stand  itt  if  I  can  and  the  man  returned  cheerfiilly  to  bis 
duty.  Constant  Mattbewson,  wbo  was  with  Spakliiig,  a  brave  man 
and  excellent  soldier,  a  fine  intelligent  Mom,  was  Mown  to  pieees 
by  a  cannon  ball.  Bicknsis  carried  off  savaraL  Tbe  two  biotfMfs» 
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Sawyers,  died  of  camp  distemper.  Porter  was  killed — Spencer  and 
Gaylord  died;  and  three  or  four  were  reported  as  HisrhBrsred  or 
missing.  The  company  of  iianiom,  io  October,  1777,  mustered  >Ufl 
sixty-two. 

The  Malth  and  revenue  of  thb  infant  colony,  presents  an  intcgnit 
i^g  topic  of  inquiry.  Before  ua  is  a  warrant  to  Mr.  John  Domnoe, 
to  collect  the  State  tax  for  1776 ;  but  as  it  is  based  on  the  aaaesa- 
inent  of  1777,  this  seems  to  be  a  fitting  place  to  introduce  it  to 
the  reader^s  notice^ 
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It  will  be  observed  that  the  tax  may  he  collecled  in  Continciiial 
money,  but  at  whatever  depreciation,  the  sain  must  be  made  equal 
to  **  two  ihuusand  and  thirty-two  pounds,  five  shillings,  lawiul  moaey 
(of  Connecticut)  that  is,  .«6,riC>7, 

Without  a  remark  from  our  pen,  surprise,  we  are  sure,  will  be  ex- 
cited, that  a  sum  io  considerable,  or  indeed  any  sum,  should  be  de- 
manded of  Wyomiog,  for  the  general  purposes  of  tSie  State  treasary 
at  Hartford* 

The  whole  assessineiit  of  the  State  amounted  to  i61,929,000, 8ay» 
in  found  numbers,  two  raiUions.  The  assessment  of  Westmofelstnd 
^  ,  to  ^120,882$  say  90,000^0  that  the  proportion  of  the  town  to  tlie 
f  whole  State  was  just  about  as  1  to  100.   8o  too  the  population. 

ConnecticuL  was  ebiiniatud  to  contain  two  humdred  and  thirty  thou- 
sand inhabitants.    Westmoreland  about  two  thousand  three  hun- 
'  dred,  or  again,  as  1  to  100.    The  quota  of  troo|)=;  demanded  of  Con- 
;    necticut  was  three  thousand  two  Iiundred  and  twenty-eight — the 
proportion  then  of  Wyoming  should  have  been  the  one  hundredth 
pert,  (if  indeed  a  frontier  so  exposed  should  have  spared  a  niaov) 
;   that  would  have  been  thirty-two.   But  the  Wyoming  companies 
I  still  mustered  one  hundred  and  twenty-four— Gore  and  Strong's  men 
!  thirty-six— making  one  hundred  and  sixty,  five  tiroes  the  just  pro- 
I  portion,  admitting  the  State's  quota  to  have  been  complete.  Bat, 
firom  the  urgent  requisitions  of  Congress  and  the  complaints  of  His 
Bxcellency,  Gen.  Washington,  it  appears  none  of  the  quotas  of  the 
States  were  kept  much  more  than  half  full.    Allow  that  of  Connecti- 
cut to  have  been  two  thirds  hlled,  then  the  nnmlicr  would  have  been 
two  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty-two.    A\  vonnin?,  to  have  sent 
in  proportion,  should  have  liad  twenty-ono  men  in  service — but  she 
had  about  one  hundred  and  sixty,  so  that  in  fact  the  settlement  seat 
eight  times  its  just  number.   Admitting  the  thirteen  colonies  to 
have  had  a  population  of  about  three  millions,  then  as  Wyomiog 
was  nearly  a  thousandth  part  of  the  whole,  the  whole  should  have 
furnished  to  the  army  a  thousand  times  as  many  men,  that  is 
180,000. 

While  these  caleulations  exhibit  the  great  eflorts  made  by  Wyo. 
ming,  they  also  show  the  powerful  motives  operating  on  the  Grov^ern* 

ment  of  Connecticut,  to  detain  the  two  companies  \ii  the  army.  The 
relief  to  her  was  exceeding  great  and  manifest.  Accordingly  they 
were  numbered  as  a  part  ol  her  quota,  and  their  return,  not  with- 
stand in  the  solemn  pledge  at  their  eolistcnent,  could  not  be  com- 
plied with. 


Digitized  by  Google 


HISTORY  OF  WYOMING 


A  brief  recapitalation  may  give  distinctness  to  the  reader's  view. 
As  the  three  years  of  war,  from  1769  to  '71,  should  not  be  counted, 
the  colony  was  now  in  the  sixth  year  of  its  age.  Nearly  all  their 
able  bodied  men  were  away  in  the  service.  The  remaining  popula- 
tion in  dread  of  the  Savages  were  building  six  forts,  or  stockades 
requiring  great  labour,  and  without  fee,  or  reward*'*  AU  the  aged 
meo,  oat  of  the  train  bands,  exempt  by  law  from  duty,  were  formed 
into  companies  to  garrisoa  the  forts,  one  of  the  Captains  being  also 
Chief  PhjTsiciaQ  to  the  people,  and  Surgeon  to  the  military.  Of  the 
militiB»  the  whole  were  in  cooaUuit  requisition  to  go  on  the  woaaU 
tod  guard  against  surprise.  The  small  pox  pestileooe  was  in  every 
district  A  tax  to  go  to  Hartford  was  levied  on  the  assessment  of 
the  year,  of  two  thousand  pounds! ! 

Such  is  the  picture  of  \V  yoming  for  1777 ;  but  before  we  close 
the  view,  allow  us  to  copy  a  heart  touchsng  resolve  from  the  pro- 
ceedings of  a  town  meeting  "legally  warned,"  holden  December  30. 

John  Jenkins,  Esq.,  was  chosen  moderator  for  the  work  of  the  day. 
Voted  by  this  town,  that  the  committee  of  inspection  be  em- 
powered to  supply  the  Sogers*  wives,  and  the  Sogers'  widowa*  and 
their  fiuniliesi  with  the  neoeasaries  of  lifi»." 

Let  h'be  eqgnmd  on  plates  of  ailverl  Let  it  be  ptinled  in  letters 
ef  ^Dld  I  Challenge  Rome  ia  her  Rebubiioan  gloi7»  or  Graeee  In  bar 
Deaaoeratie  pride,  to  produoot  the  eummftaoQes  ooaaideredy  an  aet 
more  generous  and  noble. 
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miDg— Scene  dTkenii  MtditHiiJ  invasioD—Alarm — Congrea  onhwi  a  tfatnl  oompanv  to 
hr  nisfvi  — Wm  Crooks  murdered — Miner  Robins  shot — ItuH^^n  j*|>v — Inpvt»lical)le  deUy  of 
Congress — Independent  companies  witliheld — Wyoming  detenwiess — Vole  of  Conj^rcw — 
Reorganization  of  independent  company — The  four  pounder — Bold  and  impudent  treachery 
«ad  dtoeeptira  of  Coi^'<M>  I]MlbiiB---liivate» 

■db— CoL  2*.  Butler  celleil  lo  the  eoaiiiiMid^WtDteniioot*e  Pert  mrwadeieii  Port 
Jenkins  surrendered^Snnunons  of  Forty  Fort— Array— Bettte—Dcfeet^DveadfuI  nne' 
iMie^Bloody  ring— SonI  itining  ineidente— Cfoel  tortareu 

The  first  brigUt  beams  of  a  January  sun,  leading  up  the  new  year, 
lighted  a  scene  at  Wyoming  of  while  and  cold  and  placid  beauty. 
Hill  and  valley  were  clad  in  virgia  snow*  Smoke  rose,  curling  to 
the  skies  from  hundreds  of  cottages.  Barm  sarrouaded  by  stacks 
of  wiieat  showed  that  the  staff  of  life  was  abundant.  Cattle  and 
■beep  foddered  from  stacks  io  the  meadoWt  or  sheltered  in  rada 
sheds^  sleek  and  thriving^  gave  evidence  that  they  shared  in  the 
snper-aboundiog  plenty  of  these  fertile  plains.  The  deep  roouthed 
watch-dog  barked  fiercely  as  the  sled,  drawn  by  a  smart  span  of 
horses,  with  gingling  bells  and  its  merry  load  of  girls  and  lads,  going 
to  soiac  quilting,  singing  meeting,  wedding,  or  oilier  luerry-ii^alving, 
passed  sw  iftly  by.  The  "  sogers'  wives,  and  the  sogers'  w  idows** 
were  Wi  ll  }>rov ided  for.  Coffee  was  little  known,  but  the  fragrant 
and  cxhdarating  cup  of  lea  graced  the  table,  on  which  smoked  the 
buck-wheat  cake,  and  the  luscious  honey-comb,  the  venison  steak, 
and  well  preserved  shad.  If,  perchance,  a  furlough  had  allowed 
some  of  Ransom  and  Durkee's  men  to  vbit  their  wives  and  little 
ones,  the  broiled  chicken,  the  well  fatted  roasting  pig,  or  the  deli- 
cioos  turkey,  bade  them  a  thousand  times  welcome.  Neighbours 
would  flock  In  to  hear — ^how  they  whipped  the  British  at  Millstone, 
and  took  an  hundred  horses  I  How  Porter,  poor  fellow,  and  the 
gallant  Matthewson,  were  cut  in  two  by  cannon  balls.  How  Gen. 
Washuigloii  (''and  did  you  see  Gen.  Washington?  would,  in  the 
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eottnmaBOi  that  beloved  name  inspired,  burst  from  a  docen  tongaes.) 

How  Gen.  Washington,  at  Germantown,  rode  right  into  the  mouths 
of  the  BnliBh  cannon,  us  it  were.  The  wearied  seuuts  would  come 
in,  while  others  set  otV  on  tours  of  duly,  creating  little  excitement, 
as  no  immediate  dan^T  impended,  ali  seeming  (luict  above.  Mean- 
while the  flail  sounded  merrily  on  the  threshing  floor — the  flax- 
break  and  hatchell  were  in  active  requisition — the  spinning  wheel 
bnxzed  its  round — ^while  the  shuttle  sped  its  rapid  flight.  The 
arrival  of  the  postman  from  Hartford  created  a  sensation  throughout 
the  whole  settlement.  Such  was  the  dawning  1778  upon  Wyo- 
ming, as  pictured  to  the  writer  by  a  grey-headed  snrvifor  from 
that  day. 

Burgoyne  had  surrendered.  It  was  a  happy  event,  but  many  of 
the  sagacious  oM  [uen  feared  that  the  Indians,  released  from  service 
in  the  northeast,  would  iiosv  turn  tlieir  dreaded  arms  upon  the  south- 
ern and  western  frontiers ;  and  who  so  bated,  or  exposed*  as  the  peo- 
ple on  the  Susquehanna. 

Under  the  recent  law,  requiring,  since  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, a  new  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  State  of  Connecticut,  in- 
stead of  the  King,  one  hundred  and  forty-nine  freemen  had  been 
sworn  in  and  recorded,  beginning  with  the  name  of  Nathan  Deni- 
100,  Esq.,  in  the  previous  September^  in  open  town  meeting*  and  now» 
April  13k  1778,  one  hundred  and  twenty  more  appeared,  and  took 
the  oath  of  fidelity ;  making  in  ali  two  hundred  and  sixty-nine. 

John  Dorrance  was  chosen  Collector  of  the  State  Tax. 

Aathaii  Denison  and  Anderson  Dana,  were  elected  members  to 
the  Assembly,  to  be  liolden  at  Hartford,  in  May. 

On  the  21st  of  April,  another  town  meeting  was  warned,  and 
prices  fixed  on  articles  of  sale  and  service  of  labour,  in  accordance 
with  a  recommendation  of  the  Legislature.   To  gratify  the  curious. 


we  will  quote  twenty  items  ^ 

Good  yarn  stockings,  a  pair,      •            •  *  10 1. 

Laboring  women,  at  spinning,  a  week,       -  -  6  s. 

Winter-fed  beef,  a  pound,  -  -  7  d, 

Taverners,  for  dinner,  of  the  best,  per  meal,  - 

Metheglin,  per  gallon,       -  7 1. 

Beaver  skins,  per  pound,    •      •      •      •  -  16 

Shad,  a  piece,                  -      -       -      -  -  Qd, 

Beaver  hats,  ot  the  best,     -----  4  /. 

Ox  work,  for  two  oxen,  per  day,  and  tackling,  -  3  «. 

Good  hemp-seed,  a  bushel,  -      •      -      -  -  15  #• 

14 
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Mea*8  Iftboor,  at  iaraiiif •  the  three  eiimiiier  inooihf* 


pay  day,  -  6«i 

Good  cheek  flannel,  yard  wide,  .      •      •      •  6  s. 

Good  tow  and  linen,  yard  wide^  ....  6 1. 

Good  white  flannel,     da        ....  5«.  . 

The  above  to  be  woven  in  a  iiii  reed,  etc. 

Tobacco,  in  hank  or  leaf,  per  pound,  •  •  -  9  (f . 
Taverncrs,  for  mug  of  thp,  with  two  gills  of  rum  in  it,    4  s. 

Good  barley,  per  bushel,     -       -       -       -       •  St, 

Making,  and  setting,  and  sboeiAg  iiorse  all  round,  Ss.$i  99 

Eggs,  per  doz.,  8^. 
Strong  beer,  by  the  barrel,  .... 


From  which  we  deduce  several  conclusions,  namely That  shad 
and  eggs  were  plenty,  as  they  were  cheap— that  tobacco,  heoap 

and  barley  were  extensively  cultivated,  and  articles  of  considerable 
traliic — that  the  once  popular,  but  now  exploded,  flip,  had  been 
introduced  from  New  England,  a  most  agreeable  but  periucious 
beverage — that  the  luxury  of  beavi  r  liats,  costing  more  tlian  thirteen 
dollars,  had  become  fashionable,  indicating  considerable  wealth — 
that  metheglin  was  manufactured  for  sale,  and  therefore  honey  wmm 
abundant — that,  in  conclusion,  the  prices  fixed  to  more  than  sm 
hundred  articles,  are  proof  of  extensive  production,  trade  and  pros- 
parity. 

An  ancient  document,  of  great  interest,  was  found  among  Uie 
papers  of  Anderson  Dana,  Esq.,  being  the  Commission  from  the 
General  Assembly  and  Govemer  of  Conneeticot,  flxin<z  the  judicial 

establishment  of  Westmoreland  for  1778,  as  was  the  annual  custom. 
The  names  of  judges  Lind  justices,  with  those  of  Governor  Trumbull, 
and  Secretary  Wylly^^,  only  are  in  manuscript,  the  remainder  being 
printed.  It  is  in  jjf  rfcct  preservation,  except  that  a  few  words  of  the 
printed  matter  are  defaced  by  frequent  folding.  We  insert  it. 
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Justice  and  gratitude  demand  a  tribute  to  the  praisewordiy  spirit 
of  the  wives  and  daughters  of  Wyoming.  While  their  husbands  and 
fathers  were  on  public  duty*  they  cheerfully  assumed  a  large  port  ion 
of  the  labour^  which  females  could  do.  They  assisted  to  plant, 
made  hay»  busked  and  garnered  the  com.  As  the  settlement  was 
mainly  dependent  on  its  own  resourses  for  powder,  Mr.  Hollcnback 
caused  to  be  brought  up  the  river,  a  pounder;  and  the  women  took 
up  their  Hoors,  dug  out  the  eartii,  put  it  in  casks,  and  run  water 
through  it,  (as  ashes  are  leached).  Then  took  ashes,  in  another  cask, 
and  made  ley — mixed  the  water  from  the  earth  with  weak  ley, 
boiled  it,  set  it  to  cool,  and  the  saltpetre  rose  to  the  top.  Char- 
coal and  sulphur  were  then  used,  and  powder  produeed  Ibr  (he  pab> 
lie  defence.* 

Early  in  tiie  Spring,  Congress  were  apprised  of  a  meditated 
attack  on  Wyoming.  From  Niagara,  and  the  Iiidisn  country  adja- 
cent to,  and  within  the  town  of  Westmoreland,  rumour  followed 
rumour,  that  the  British  and  Indians  were  preparing  an  expedition 
for  till  (1(  ^if  uclion  of  the  settlement.  Defenceless  as  the  position 
was  knouii  lo  be,  and  exasperated  as  the  enemy  were,  by  the  efforts 
of  tiie  f>eople  in  the  cause  of  Independence,  nothing  could  be  more 
probable  than  isucii  a  design.  The  only  considerable  poet  above 
the  Blue  Ridge,  Wyoming  was  an  important  barrier  between  the 
Savages  and  the  German  settlements  below  those  mountains ;  and 
could  that  place  be  desolated,  bands  of  the  enemy  could  easily  pene- 
trate the  Great  Swarop,  and  make  incursions  into  Northampton  and 
Berks,  and  immediately  after  striking  a  blow,  hide  themselves  in 
those  almost  impenelrable  forests,  withdrawing  thereby,  those  nume- 
rous and  useful  levies  of  men  and  provisions,  which  those  populous 
and  patriotic  counties  yielded  to  the  army  of  his  Excellency.  Inde- 
pendent, therefore,  of  a  just  regard  to  liie  pledire  noticed,  and  with- 
out considering  tlie  interests  of  the  people,  policy  would  seem  to  have 
dictated  the  takinsf  early  and  ample  measures  to  defend  Wyoming. 
Gen.  Schuyler  wrote  to  the  Board  of  War  on  the  subject.  The 
officers  and  men  earnestly  plead  and  remonstrated,  that  their  fami- 
lies, left  defenceless,  were  now  menaced  with  invasion,  and  adverted 
to  the  terms  of  their  enlistment.  History  aifords  no  parallel  of  the 
pertinacious  detention  of  men  under  such  circumstances.  Treacheiy 

*  Mn.  Bertha  Jenkins.  The  statement  of  this  lady,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four,  |SvMlf  M 
account  of  the  procea*  uf  ot>(ainintr  saltp^  tn\  sHum  h  thiir  it  was  a  familiar  aniJ  comnwo  tna^ 
action.  We  have  tfvn  mow  particular  in  the  quotation,  as  thn  fact  ia  wnmrittbk^  ilwarifm 
that  even  powder  wsw  not  luriuabed  them. 
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is  noi  for  a  jiioment  to  be  lijsped,  and  yet  tlio  malign  influence  of  the 
policy  pursued,  and  the  disastrous  coiisi  quences,  could  not  have 
been  aggravated,  if  they  had  been  purposely  withheld.  Nothing 
could  have  been  more  frank  and  confiding,  more  brave  and  generous, 
than  tbe  whole  conduct  of  the  Wyomtng  people  from  the  beginning 
of  the  contest ;  and  it  is  saying  little  to  aver  that  they  deserved, 
both  at  the  hands  of  Congiesi  and  Connecticut,  a  different  requital. 
Connecticut  could  ill  spare  them.  To  her,  they  were  inestimable. 
Mercy,  justice,  and  policy,  plead  in  vain. 

All  the  Indians  in  the  Valley  had  been  recalled;  and  several  white 
persons  from  Tunkhannock  and  Wyalusing,  had  joined  the  enemy. 
•  In  this  state  oi  things.  Congress  attain  interposed  its  authority  for 
the  protection  of  Wyoming.  March  16th,  1778,  ♦*  Resolvrd,  That 
one  full  company  of  foot,  be  rai«i d  m  tlso  town  of  Westrnorelafid,  on 
the  east  bank  of  the  Susquehanna,  for  the  defence  of  the  said  town, 
and  the  settlement  on  the  frontiers,  and  in  the  neighborhood  thereof, 
against  the  Indians  and  the  enemies  of  these  States;  the  said  com- 
pany to  be  enlisted  to  serve  one  year  from  the  time  of  their  enlisting, 
uoless  sooner  discharged  by  Congress." 

Several  reflections  arise  out  of  this  extraordinary  resolution.  In  ' 
the  first  place,  it  establishes  the  fact  that  Congress  was  apprised  of  tbe  | 
danger  from  Indians,  early  in  March,  for  it  is  predicated  on  a  re-  ' 
port  of  the  Board  of  War^  of  a  previous  date,  and  had  been  some  : 
tinne  under  consideration.    2d.  It  is  di!ririilt  to  conceive  how  a  com- 
panVf  then  to  be  enlisK d  from  among  the  uihabildiits,  could  add  any 
fc-trcngth  to  the  deft  ik  p  :  for  if  at  all,  the  enemy  would  probably 
come  before  they  would  have  time  to  be  disciplined,  and  a  company, 
so  enlisted,  would  not  increase  the  force  a  single  man.  After  so  many 
bad  enlisted,  and  were  away  with  the  army,  it  sounds  strange  and 
almost  unnatural  to  assume  that  more  could  be  spared  from  the  pur- 
poses of  agriculture,  the  scout,  and  social  protection ! 

But  Wyoming  seems  to  have  been  doomed  by  a  selfishness,  which 
cannot  be  designated  except  by  terms  which  respect  forbids  us  to 
employ. 

The  resolution  proceeds — "  That  the  company  find  their  own  anui, 
nrcrjutremeiita,  and  blankets."  But  the  difficulty  was  in  obtaining 
fhein.  I)i]rk*>f^  and  Ransom's  men  ha<l  armed  themselves,  and  from 
tbe  scant  supply  m  the  Valley,  had  taken  away  the  best.  Indivi- 
dual enterprise  had  been  able,  very  imperfectly,  to  supply  the  de- 
lieiaiey. 
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In  the  month  of  May,  scouting  parties  began  to  be  met  by  those  of 
the  enemy,  who  hovered  around  the  settlements  at  a  distance  of 
twenty  miles,  seeming  intent  to  prevent  all  communication  with  the 
upper  country,  and  it  is  presumed  to  cut  off  all  ehanoeof  learning  the 
preparations  making  for  the  descent,  rather  than  to  do  misehisC  No 
families  were  attacked — no  houses  burned.  Shots  were  eichanged 
rarely,  as  the  enemy  rather  kept  aloof  than  courted  battle;  bat  ooe 
of  the  Wyoming  men,  William  Crooks,  coming  out  of  a  house  nesr 
Tunkhannock,  abandoned  by  John  Socord,  who  had  gone  to  ibe 
enemy,  was  shot  dead  at  the  door.  This  was  the  first  life  taken  at 
Westmoreland  by  the  Indians. 

A  \'c\v  days  afterwards  a  pnrty  of  gix,  out  on  duty,  were  fired 
upon  iil>out  four  miles  below  Tunkhannock.  Miner  Robbins,  and 
Joel  Phelps  were  wounded;  but  regaining  their  canoes,  escaped  dowo 
the  river.  Robbins  lingered  until  the  nest  day,  and  died.  Phelps 
recovered.  These  incidents  increased  the  alarm  already  distractiogly 
painful.  But  an  event  soon  occurred  of  more  exciting  importanee. 
Two  Indians,  formerly  residents  of  Wyoming,  and  acquainted  witk 
the  people,  came  down  with  their  squaws  on  a  visit,  professing  warn 
firiendship;  but  suspicions  existed  that  they  were  spies,  and  dinc« 
tions  were  given  that  they  should  be  carefully  watched.  An  oU 
companion  of  one  of  them,  with  more  than  Indian  cunning,  pro- 
fessing his  atiachment  to  the  natives,  crave  his  visiter  drink  after  drink 
of  his  favorite  rum,  when,  in  confidence,  and  the  fulness  of  his 
maudlin  henrt,  he  avowed  that  his  people  were  preparing  to  cut 
off  the  settlement,  the  attack  to  be  made  soon,  and  that  they  had 
come  down  to  see  and  report  how  things  were.  The  squaws  were 
dismissed,  but  the  two  Indians  arrested,  and  confined  in  Forty  Fort. 

Now  the  distress  and  alarm  rose  almost  to  pbrenzy.  To  remain  so 
entirely  exposed,  to  have  their  throats  cut,  and  their  ehiMiwi'f 
brains  dashed  out  by  the  savages,  without  an  eflbrt  for  prol8ctk«t 
was  not  to  be  endured* 

Uethick  Hewitt  had  been  a()pointed  captain  to  enlist  tbeneweoali- 
nental  company,  but  the  order  was  loukud  upon  as  little  bstlw 
than  a  mockery.  The  people  in  the  outer  settlements  fled  to  the 
forts;  and  the  wives  of  the  soldiers  sent  messages,  calling  upon 
them,  hy  every  tender  tie,  to  come  home  and  protect  them.  Still 
Congress  and  Connecticut,  with  more  than  Egyptian  obstioacyt 
would  not  let  the  companies  depart.  Beyond  all  €|«estion  tbey 
ought,  as  early  as  May,  to  have  been  ordered  to  Wyoming*  Ahnoit 
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instantly,  on  hearing  this  last  news,  the  companies  became  nearly- 
disorganized.    Every  oommusioiied  officer  but  two  resigned,  and  j 
more  than  twentj-five  of  the  men,  with  or  without  leave*  left  the  ^ 
ranks,  and  hastened  to  the  Valley.   Imperious  neoewity,  above  all 
Mthly  law,  ooDsecrated  the  deed*  That  they  did  not  all  return 
ihovia  the  influence  of  dioeipltne  and  their  love  of  order. 

Congress,  by  these  measures,  was  compelled  to  interposei  On  the 
ftSd  of  June,  only  seven  days  before  the  arrival  of  the  enemy,  they 
resolved,  "that  the  two  Independent  Companies  lately  commanded 
by  the  two  captains,  Durkee  and  Ransom,  which  were  raised  in  the 
town  of  Westmoreland,  be  united,  and  form  one  company." 

A  preamble  states  that  the  number  of  men  remaining  was  eighty-six,  \ 
non-commissioned  officers  and  privates.    The  two  commissioned  ^ 
officers,  made  eighty-eight.  Battle,  sickness,  and  the  vicissitudes  of 
war,  had  reduced  the  companies  to  about  sixty  men  each— of  course 
nearly  thirty  must  have  returned  on  leave  given,  or  assumed 

Simon  Spaulding,  a  valuable  officer,  was  appointed  captain.  Time-  j 
thy  Pierce  and  Plidneas  Pierce,  lieutenants.  The  Board  of  War  di-  i 
rected,  (it  is  believed)  the  new  company  to  march  to  Lancaster,  and  j 
soon  after,  but  too  late,  to  Wyoming.  ' 

A  vote  was  also  passed  thnt  Hewitt's  men  should  receive  pay 
for  their  arms,  accoutrements  and  blankets,  but  so  lardy  was  the  ! 
order,  that  few  of  them  lived  to  hear  of  the  benevolent  design. 

The  concentration  of  the  enemy  at  Newtown  and  Tioga,  (the 
latter  a  part  of  Westmoreland  town,)  and  the  preparation  of  boats 
and  canoes,  being  known,  every  man  who  could  bear  arms,  was 
called  into  service,  and  trained*  Two  deserters  from  the  British  army 
ware  10  the  Valley,  one  by  the  name  of  Pike,  who  hadfled  from  Bos- 
ton several  years  before;  the  other  named  Boyd,  a  fine  active  young 
lellow,  from  Canada.  The  latter,  a  serjeant,  was  particularly  useful 
in  training  the  militia.  Large  bodies  were  sent  up  the  river  as 
scouts,  and  as  the  Yankee  woodsmen,  crossing  the  streams  on  fallen 
trees,  would  run  over  the  roaring  flood  with  the  ability  of  a  wild 
cat,  the  two  foreigners,  sitting  astride  on  the  log,  hitchmg  themselves 
awkwardly  across,  excited  great  merriment  among  their  companions.* 
Both  these  name^  will  appear  conspicuously  on  another  page.  The 
Ibrts  were  now  filled  with  women  and  children.  Every  company  of 
the  mHitia  was  ordered  to  be  ready  at  a  moment's  vraming^ — all 
was  bustle  and  anxiety.  Care  sat  on  every  brow,  and  fear  on  many 

*       torroiT'ii  cup,  itiU  laughs  the  bubble  Joj.*' 
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a  heart  too  firm  to  allow  a  breath  of  apfvehaoiioD  to  cBca|»  Irani 
the  lips.  The  one  and  only  cannoo,  the  four  pouaderv  was  m  Wilhe^ 
barre  Fort   Having  no  ball,  it  was  kept  as  an  alarm  gan.  The 

indispensable  hiljours  of  the  field  were  performed  by  armed  men. 
iSoyii  and  cerlainiy  the  attack  would  be  made,  was  known  ;  but  the 
precise  time  could  not  be  calculated,  for  the  enemy  could  d-  scond 
the  river  slightly  swollen,  at  the  rate  of  five  miles  an  hour,  and 
could  therefore  be  in  the  settlement  io  less  than  a  day  from  kaf  iog 
their  rendezTOus.  So  usually  is  there  a  rise  of  water  in  atunoisr, 
that  the  "  Jane  fresh"  is  a  iamiliar  phrase,  and  had,  it  was  sapposed, 
been  fiied  upon  for  their  embarkation. 

Leaving  the  lovely  and  unprotected  Valley  in  all  its  blooming 
beauty,  the  fields  waving  with  the  burden  of  an  abundant  harvest, 
but  the  people,  like  a  covey  of  partridges,  covrering  beneath  a  flock 
of  blood-scenting  vultures,  that  soared  above,  ready  to  pounce  on 
their  prey;  or  like  a  flock  of  sheep  huddled  together  in  their  pen. 
while  the  prowling  wolves  already  sent  their  impatient  howl  am 
the  fields,  eager  for  t)i<'lr  victims  :  we  proceed  lo  strife  onr  of  the 
most  impudent  attempts  at  treachery  and  deception,  ever  recorded. 
It  is  known  the  Indian  prides  himself  on  his  cunning.  It  is  equally 
honorable  by  stratagem  to  take  a  scalp,  as  by  force.  So  secure  warn 
they  of  Wyoming,  that  the  whole  expedition  seems  to  have  been  a 
matter  of  sport,  a  holiday  gambol  with  the  savages.  The  Senecaa 
were  the  nation  principally  concerned  in  the  expedition,  allboogfi 
detachments  from  the  Mohawks,  and  other  tribes^  accompanied  thra. 
While  the  enemy  were  concentrating  at  their  rendezvous,  a  delega- 
tion of  Seneca  chiefs,  daringly  presuming  on  the  stolidity  of  Con- 
gress, repaired  to  Philadolplua,  ostensibly  to  negotiate,  reiilly  to 
amuse,  put  them  off  their  guard,  and  prevent  any  troops  being  sent 
to  the  tlircafened  front ilm.  N<ir  did  the  bold  and  drxterous  chiefs 
leave  the  city,  until  the  fatal  blow  was  struck,  as  an  extract  from  the 
journals  will  show.  "July  8,  1778. — Resolved,  That  the  Board  of 
War  be  directed  to  send  for  the  Seneca  chieisthat  have  lately  quitted 
Philadelphia,  and  inquire  whether  the  Seneca  Nation,  as  such,  have 
committed  hostilities  against  us." 

The  chiefs  refused  to  return.  Why  should  they  t  Their  erraad 
was  accomplished !  A  motbn  was  made  July  17,  that  General 
Schuyler  be  directed,  *'  to  take  effectual  measures  for  detaining  the 
Seneca  chiefs  at  Albany,"  but  ii  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

The  emmy  nundiering  about  four  hundred  British  provincial?, 
consisting  of  Col.  John  Butler's  Rangers,  a  detacbnoent  of  Sir  John 
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Johnson's  Royal  Green??,  the  rest  being  Tories,  from  Pennsylvania) 
New  Jerspy  and  New  York,  together  with  «^ix  or  seven  hundred 
Indians,  having  descended  the  Susquehanna  from  Tioga  Point,  landed 
not  &r  below  the  mouth  of  Bowman's  Creek,  on  the  west  side  of 
the  river,  in  a  north  directioD,  about  twenty  miles  above  the  Valley, 
(by  tbe  river,  which  here  makes  a  large  bend,  the  distance  would 
have  been  nearly  thirty  miles.)  Securing  their  boats  they  marched 
•cross  the  peninsola,  and  arrived  on  the  western  mottntain,  on  tbe 
evening  of  the  39th,  or  morning  of  the  80th  of  June.  At  Fort  Jenkins, 
the  uppermost  in  the  Valley,  and  only  a  mile  above  Wintermoot^s, 
there  were  gathered  tlie  families  of  the  old  patriot,  John  Jenkins,  Efq^ 
the  Ilardings  and  Gardiners,  distinguished  for  zoal,  with  olhers.  Not 
apprised  of  tlie  contiguity  of  the  savages,  on  thr  niorning  of  the 
30th  June,  Benjamin  IIar<hng,  Stukcly  Harding,  Jolin  Harding,  a 
boy,  James  Hadsell»  James  Hadseli,  jr.,  Daniel  Weller,  John  Gardi- 
ner and  Daniel  Carr,  eight  in  all,  took  their  arms  and  went  up 
about  three  miles  into  Exeter,  to  their  labour.  Towards  evening, 
at  an  hour  when  aid  could  not  be  expected,  they  were  attacked. 
That  they  fought  bravely  was  admitted  by  the  enemy*  Weller, 
Gardiner  and  Carr,  were  taken  prisoners.  James  Hadseli,  and  his 
son  James,  Benjamin  and  Slukely  Harding,  were  killed.  John 
Harding,  the  boy,  threw  himself  into  the  river,  and  lay  under  the 
willows,  his  mouth  just  above  the  surface.  He  heard  with  anguish 
the  dying  groans  of  his  friends.  Knou  inir  he  was  near,  the  Indians 
searched  carefully  for  him.  At  one  time  tiiey  were  so  close  that  he 
could  have  touched  ihcm. 

This  was  the  opening  of  the  campaign. 

Colonel  Zebulon  Butler,  then  at  home,  by  common  consent  assumed 
the  command  of  the  Connecticut  people.  On  the  1st  of  July  he 
marched.  Colonel  Denison,  and  Lieut.  Cd.  Dorrance,  being  also  in 
oommand,  with  all  his  force,  from  Forty  Fort  to  Exeter,  where  the 
murders  of  the  preceding  day  had  been  perpetrated.  The  two 
Hardings,  it  appeared,  must  have  contended  to  the  last,  for  their  arms 
and  faces  were  much  rut,  and  several  spear  holes  were  made  lluough 
their  bodn  s.  Instead  of  slio  )ting,  it  is  probable  the  intention  was 
to  take  tht'in  prisoners.  Ail  were  scalped,  and  otherwise  mutilated. 
Two  Indians,  who  were  watching  the  dead,  expecting  that  friends 
might  come  to  take  away  tbe  bodies,  and  they  might  obtain  other 
victims,  were  shot;  one  where  he  sat,  the  other  in  the  river  to 
which  he  had  fled.  Zebukm  Mercy's  rifle,  it  was  supposed,  killed 
one  of  them,  and  subsequently,  he  was  waylaid  and  hunted  for 
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several  years,  a  brother  of  the  Indian  killed,  swearing  he  \voul(i 
have  revenge.  The  bodies  were  removed  and  decently  interred 
near  Fort  Jenkins,  where  many  yean  after,  Elisha  Harding,  Eat^, 
caoMd  a  stone  to  be  raised  to  their  memory,  with  this  inscrlptiOB^- 

"  Sweet  be  the  sleep  of  thoee  who  prefer  death  to  aiavery." 

After  Colonel  Z.  Butler  returned.  Colonel  John  Bailer,  passing 
through  a  notch  in  the  mountain,  near  Wintermoots,  took  possession 
of  the  fort  without  of)[iosition.  Mr.  Daniel  Ingersoll,  who  was  pre- 
sent, on  learning  the  a|>proach  of  the  enemy,  began  to  prepare  for  re- 
sistance, and  his  wife  seized  a  pitchfork  to  aid,  hut  the  Wintermoots 
ga%e  them  to  understand  Colonel  ButJer  would  be  at  home  there, 
and  Inrrcrsoll  found  himself  a  prisoner.  This  fort,  beautifully  situ* 
ated  on  the  opper  river  flat,  from  which  gushed  an  abundant  spring 
of  pure  water,  was  admirably  calculated  for  the  convenience  of 
the  enemy,  for  whose  special  purpose  it  was  erected.  The  Winter* 
moots  had  built  it  amid  the  suspicions  of  their  neighbours,  and 
without  their  consent,  but  had,  at  the  same  time,  in  other  respects 
conducted  so  discreetly  as  to  give  no  ground  for  arresting  them.* 

The  same  evening,  a  detachment  under  the  command  of  Capt 
Caldwell  was  sent  to  reduce  Foi  t  Jenkins.  Originally,  the  garrison 
consisted  of  seventeen,  mostly  old  men  ;  four  of  whom  were  slain,  and 
three  made  prisoners,  so  that  no  means  of  resistance  being  left,  the 
St0ck;ule  eafutulated. 

Early  the  next  mornmg,  Mr.  Ingersoil  was  sent  under  an  escort  of 
one  white  man  and  one  Indian,  to  Col.  Zebulon  Butler,  demanding 
the  surrender  of  Forty  Fort,  and  the  Valley. 

On  the  morning  of  Friday,  the  Sd,  Mr*  Ingersoll  was  again  d^ 
spatched  from  Wintermoot's  to  Forty  Fort,  accompanied  as  before, 

*An«Becdote«>nnectedirith  tiibedalmtodlartiMjbeii^  C«loQilMa 

Jenkins  made  the  place  bis  own  after  the  Revolution,  ami  itdeseanded  to  bit  hdn*  fi|gM 

or  fen  vt-nrs  ntro  a  shr^^wfl  ^ah  inlaw  of  Col.  J'«,  in  whow  posssMion  the  pro{>erty  now  is, 
was  working  on  the  lialH  Ih-1ow  the  s[»rin'T  whon  n  frnnteel  stranger,  mounted  ot\  a  tin* 
horse,  rode  up  to  the  funcc,  ali)/hled,  Io«)keii  cugeriy  round,  and  entered  into  conven»ation.  Ue 
inqtirad  for  tht  apring^lor  tli«  aitntlion  and  ezleot  of  the  fiwt,  ami  othar  looaBliaa.  Y«b 
Mam  to  be  ft  atiaager  in  tbb  ftlaeeT*  *■  Yaa.*'  ** Yet  yen  waul  to  km  a  good  dttl 
aboDt  it  T'  "  Sometluri<,r**  "  Have  you  aay  iatoraat  ban  V*  "  My  father  foroMrij  owned 
pro^icrly  here.*'  Comprehending  that  t!ie  stranger  was  a  Wintermoot,  *'  I  guess  3'ou  Jon'l 
own  any  now  ?  '  "No,''  an.^\Vt»ri'(l  tfie  yoiin;^  in,»n  with  a  smile,  peeing  he  was?  known  anJ 
understood.  Bis  curioiiUy  was  graitiied  by  every  reasonable  answer  to  his  questions,  wbttt 
ha  mmntod  Ue  bone  and  nda  Anr\f  my,  turaiog  every  few  nuNzieoU,  to  take  one  aaon 
gaia  at  a  apol,  in  Ngaid  to  whieh,  from  infant,  be  bad  baud  hie  |Mople  apeak  witb  eolba- 
alaaat,  and  whtt  bad  lift  it  ifith  Uie  idttctanee  ibal  Adam  bade  ftiei^^ 
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by  two  attendants,  one  ladiaii  and  one  white  man,  both  as  guards 
and  fpies.  The  nnotive  was  perfectly  comprehended^  and  the  duty 
only  undertaken  because  it  would  have  been  death  to  reftite.  His 
gnardf  did  not  allow  Ii^enoll  a  word  with  CoL  Btttler»  or  Den- 
iaoB^  out  of  their  hearing.  Eftetual  care  was  taken  that  he  ahoiild 
oomoranicate  nothing  that  he  had  diioovered  while  a  prisoner.  But 
hb  guides  had,  by  this  means,  an  opportunity  to  see,  partially,  the 
condition  of  the  fort,  the  number,  and  more  than  either,  the  spirit 
and  bearing  uf  the  Connecticut  pco[)le.  A  surrender  of  all  the  forts, 
the  public  property,  llewett's  conipany  and  the  Valley,  was  the  least 
that  was  demanded,  and  of  course  refused.  On  his  return,  Col.  - 
Z.  Eutler  called  a  council  of  war,  and  opinions  were  freely  expressed./ 
Many,  and  among  the  rest.  Col.  Butler,  Col.  Denison,  and  Lieu* 
tenant-Colonel  Dorrance,  were  of  opiniout  that  a  little  delay  would 
be  best— that  the  alarm  of  the  sadden  trmptioa  wonld  subside— that 
the  abaent  militia  oompaniea  would  arrive,  and  that  Capt.  Spald- 
ingfa  company,  suppoeed  to  be  on  its  mareh,  might  be  hoped  Ibr,  and 
would  be  of  great  consequence— probably  decisifie  of  the  issue.  To 
these  wise  and  weighty  consideratioas,  it  was  replied  >*That  the 
enemy  had  now  been  three  days  in  the  town — that  they  were  fast 
carrying  on  their  work  of  conquest  and  murder.  Two  forts  had  sur- 
rendered, and  the  cruel  butchery  of  the  Harding's,  and  their  com- 
panions, was  dwell  on.  They  would  not  be  idle  if  we  were  disposed 
to  be  still.  The  Valley  would  be  destroyed,  piece-nieal.  AH  the 
crai\  in  the  upper  part  were  in  their  possession.  They  could  cross 
at  Pittston,  take  that  fort  in  spite  of  Capt.  Blanchard,  and  murder 
the  inhabitants.  What  then  wonld  prevent  them  from  marching  to 
Any  other  point?  Our  little  army  could  not  be  kept  king  together. 
Union  led  to  aetiout  each  man  wquM  By  to  the  protection  of  his  own 
family.  As  to  Spalding  coming,  no  one  doubted  his  hearty  good 
will,  but  those  who  had  detained  him  so  long,  would  not  be  apt, 
now,  to  accelerate  iiis  coming.  There  was  no  certainty  when  he 
would  arrive.  We  must  depend  on  God  and  ourselves.  To  attack 
and  defeat  the  enemy,  was  the  only  hope  of  salvation  for  the  settle-  \ 
ment.  A  large  nn^jonty  accorded  with  these  sentiments;  and  the  ; 
minority,  though  with  reluctance,  finally  yielded  their  assent,  and 
eome  time  after  noon,  the  column,  consisting  of  about  three  hundred 
woBOf  M  men,  and  boys*  marched  firam  the  fort  The  little  army 
eonaiated  of  six  regular  oompaniea  :— 

let  That  of  Capt  Dethic  Hewitt,  called  regulars,  bat  preciiely 
like  the  rest  of  the  militia,  for  they  were  just  enlisted.  He  imslaffed 
«bo«t  krty  men* 
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2d.  Capt.  Vsaph  Whittlesey's  compaQy,  from  Fiymoutb,  consist- 
ing  of  forty-four  men. 

3d.  Capt.  William  McKn  mean's  company,  from  Hanover,  nuin- 
bering  about  forty  men.  Being  also  the  schoolmaster,  and  little  used 
to  war,  though  a  brave,  active,  and  valuable  man,  he  g^ve  up  the 
command  to  Capt  Lazarus  Stewart ;  Rosewell  Franklin  was  hie  liea- 
tenant. 

4th.  The  Lower  Wilkesbarre  company,  commanded  by  Capt* 
James  Bidlack,  Jr..  consisting  of  thirty-eight  men. 

5th.  The  Upper  Wilkesbarre  company,  commanded  by  Capi- 
Rezin  Gccr,  smaller,  but  the  number  not  known. 

6th.  The  Kingston  company,  commanded  by  Capt.  Aholiab  Back 
lieutenant  Elijah  Shoemaker,  second  in  command. 

In  addition  to  those  in  the  trainbands,  the  Judges  of  the  Court,  and 
all  the  civil  officers  who  were  near,  went  out.  Many  old  men — some 
of  them  grandfathers — ^took  their  muskets  and  marched  to  the  field. 
For  instance,  the  aged  Mr*  Searle,  of  Kingston,  was  one.  Having 
become  bald,  he  wore  a  wig.  Taking  out  his  silver  knee-buckles, 
he  said  to  his  family,  **  If  I  fall,  I  shall  not  need  them.  If  I  come 
back,  they  will  be  safe  here." — Nothing  could  have  been  more  incon- 
gruous, more  pitiably  unfit,  than  the  rninglinf:,^  of  such  aged  men  uj 
the  rougli  onset  of  battle.  Dire  was  tlic  rn  ccssity  that  compelled  it. 
The  old  gentleman  had  a  number  of  grandc  iiildren.  Several  boys, 
from  fourteen  to  sixteen,  are  known  to  have  been  on  the  field.  There 
was  a  company  at  Pittston,  of  thirty  or  forty  men,  under  Capt.  Blao- 
chard,  stationed  at  the  fort,  to  guard  the  people  gathered  there.  To 
leave  them,  and  march  to  Forty  Fort,  would  be  to  expose  them  to 
certain  destruction,  for  the  enemy  were  in  aight,  on  the  oppoiite 
bank  of  the  river.  Capt.  Franklin's  company,  from  Huntington  and 
Salem,  had  not  arrived.  The  other  companies  of  the  regiment  were 
at  Capoose,  and  at  the  **  Ladtaway"  settlement,  too  for  off  to  afibfd 
assistance.  So  that  there  were  about  two  hundred  and  thirty 
enrolled  men,  and  seventy  uid  people,  boys,  civii  magistrates,  and 
other  volunteers. 

Every  movement  of  rol.  Z.  Butler  was  watched  by  a  vigilant  and 
wary  foe.  No  sooner  had  the  march  commenced  than  the  news  was 
communicated  to  CoU  John  Butler,  at  Wintermoot%  who  imme- 
diately despatched  a  messenger  up  to  Fort  Jenkins,  for  the  party 
there,  who  were  destroying  the  defences,  to  hasten  down,  for  the 
Yankees  were  coming  out  to  battle.  This  was  between  two  and 
three  o*efoeL  A  few  sentinels  alone  were  left  at  Forty  Fort ;  mad 
one  of  theea  by  the  name  of  Cooper,  more  brave  thaa  obediaiic  to 
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ordertr  nid  "  Our  people  need  all  their  rtreogth  on  the  field.  If 
deleeted  or  tueeemful,  my  being  here  will  do  no  good"  And  be 

hurried  oflf  to  join  his  neighbours. 

Miss  Bennett,  (since  Mrs.  Myers,)  was  one  of  the  crowd  of  women 
and  cliildren  wUo  had  resorted  to  the  Forty  Fort.  After  the  troops 
had  been  gone  about  half  an  hour,  three  men  were  seen,  spurring 
their  jaded  horses  up  the  road.  As  they  came  to  the  gate  and  dis- 
mounted, the  sweat  flowed  from  the  panting  flanks  of  their  generous 
steeds.  Two  of  them  were  Capt.  Durkee  and  Lieut  Pierce.  In  a 
moment  they  learned  the  state  of  things.  "  We  are  faint^give  us 
bread ;  we  have  not  broken  onr  fasts  to  day.**  Such  provisions  as 
were  at  band  were  placed  before  them.  Pierce  was  a  lieutenant  in 
Capt  Spalding*s  company,  then  about  forty  miles  off,  through  the 
Great  Swamp.  They  had  ridden  nearly  all  night.  Having  snatched 
a  morsel  of  food,  they  hastened  to  liie  lield. 

Among  many  patriotic  volunteers,  justice  requires  that  Anderson 
Dana,  Esq.,  should  bo  particularly  mentioned.  lie  had  just  returned 
from  duty  as  a  m<Miil)tT  of  Ass* mbly  at  Hartford.  It  is  impossible 
that  any  man  could  have  conducted  with  a  more  cheerful  spirit,  or 
a  more  animating  zeal.  Christopher  Avery,  Esq.,  one  of  the  Justices 
of  the  Courtf  who  had  filled  many  important  stations,  and  possessed 
m  large  share  of  public  confidence,  though  exempt  by  law»  took  post 
beside  his  neighbours.  Many  officers  are  mentioned,  who  strictly 
held  no  eomnmnd.  Captains  Durkee  and  Ransom  were  in  the 
battle,  and  no  doubt  were  referred  lo,  and*obeyed  by  the  militia 
ofHcers,  but  they  held  no  official  station. 

As  the  American  troops  approached  Wiatermoot's,  they  perceived 
that  (he  fort  was  in  liainus.  The  motive  for  setting  it  on  fire  is  not 
yet  understood,  probably  to  prevent  its  sudden  assault  nnd  capture; 
probably  to  draw  attention  and  conceal  their  number  and  move- 
ments. 

At  this  point  there  are  tWo  plains,  the  upper  and  lower  flats> 
divided  by  a  steep  bank  of  about  fifteen  or  twenty  leet  in  height ; 
the  lower  a  rich  sandy  loam ;  the  upper  a  coarse  gravel  The  Ibrt 
was  on  the  bank  dividing  the  two  plains. 

Col.  Z.  Butler,  on  approaching  the  enemy,  sent  forward  Captains 
Ransom  and  Darkee,  Lieutenants  Ross  and  Wells,  as  officers  whose 
skill  lie  most  relied  on,  to  select  the  spot,  and  mark  off  the  ground 
on  which  to  form  the  order  of  battle.  On  coming  up,  the  column 
displayed  to  the  left,  and  under  tfiose  officers  every  company  took 
its  station,  and  then  advanced  m  line  to  the  proper  position,  where 
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it  haltfld,  the  ri^t  rating  oq  tiMrstoep  hmk  noted— tin  M  wrtead* 
ing  acran  the  grafd  Aet  to  e  nmeeiy  tUok  with  timber  eed  hriieh 

that  sefMirated  the  bottom  land  from  the  raoontain.  TeUow  end 

pitch  pine  trees,  with  oak  slirubs,  were  scattered  all  over  the  plain. 
On  the  Ainefican  right  was  Capt.  Bidlack*a  company.  Next  was 
Capt.  Hewitt's,  Daniel  Gore  l^eing  one  of  his  Lieutenants.  On  the 
extreme  left  was  Capt.  Whittlesey's.  Col  Butler,  supporleti  by 
Maj.  Jobn  Garrett^  commandetl  the  right  wing.  Col.  Denison, 
supported  by  lieaU  CoL  George  Dorranoe,  commanded  the  l^t. 
fikch  was  the  grouod,  and  such  the  order  of  battle.  Every  thn^ 
was  jndicioitriy  dbpoaed,  and  conducted  in  a  itrictly  military  and 
pradent  maDner*  Captaii»  Dnrkee  and  Ranaomt  ae  eKperienced 
offioere,  in  whom  great  eoofidence  was  placed*  were  statioiied»  Dnr- 
kee with  Bidtack  on  the  right  wing— Ransom  with  Whittlesey  on 
the  lef^.  Col.  Bntler  made  a  very  brief  address,  just  before  he  or> 
deied  the  column  to  display.  **  Men,  yonder  is  the  enemy.  The 
fate  of  the  Hardings  tells  us  what  we  have  to  expect  if  defeated. 
We  come  out  to  fight,  not  only  for  liberty,  but  for  lifo  its*  if,  nnd 
^v^)at  is  doarer.  to  preserve  our  homes  Irom  conflagration;  our  wo- 
men and  children  from  the  tomahawk.  Stand  firm  the  first  shocks 
and  the  Indians  will  give  way.   Every  mau  to  his  duty.*' 

The  column  had  marched  up  the  road  running  near  the  bank  on 
which  our  right  rested.  On  its  display,  as  Denison  led  off  his  men, 
he  repeated  the  expression  of  CoL  Bntler--**  Be  linn,  every  thing 
depends  on  resisting  the^first  shock.** 

The  left  of  the  .enemy  rested  on  Witttennoot*s  Fort,  now  on  fire, 
and  was  commanded  by  Col.  John  Butler,  who,  divested  of  feathers 
and  finery,  appeared  on  the  ground  with  a  handkercliief  tied  on  his 
head.  A  flanking  parly  of  Indian  marksmen,  were  concealed  among 
some  logs  and  bushes  under  the  bank.  Johnson's  Royal  Greens, 
commanded  by  Capt.  Caldwell,  (if  Johnson  himself  was  not  pre- 
sent,) formed  on  Butler's  right.  Indian  marksmen  filling  the  space 
between.  The  main  body  of  the  Indians,  under  Brandt,  or  Gi-eih 
gwah-toh,*  formed  the  right  wing,  and  extended  to  the  morass  or 
swamp. 

From  Wintermoot*s  Fort,  to  the  river  in  a  straight  line,  was  about 
,  eighty  rods— To  Menoekasy  island,  over  the  low  ilat^  in  a  soath  di* 
^^tkm  about  a  mile^  The  weather  clear  and  warm. 


•  Gi-cn-gwali  toh,  a  Seneca.    "  He  who  goes  in  the  fmoke." 

COU.  STOKC 
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About  four  in  Ibe  afternoon  the  battle  began;  Coloiiel  Z.  Butler 
ordered  hie  mm  to  fire»  and  at  each  dieeharge  to  advance  a  step. 
Alo^g  the  whole  line  the  diiehaiigea  were  rapid  and  steady.  It  wai 
evident*  on  the  more  open  groand  the  Taokees  were  doing  meet 
eieeotioo«  As  our  men  advanced,  pouring  in  their  platoon  fires  with 
great  vivacity,  the  British  line  gave  way,  in  spite  of  all  their  offi- 
cers efforts  10  prevent  it.  The  Indian  flanking  party  on  our  right 
kept  up  from  their  hiding  places  a  galling  tire.  I/ieut.  Daniel  Gore 
received  a  ball  through  the  left  arm,  "  Captain  Durkee,"  said  he, 
"  look  sharp  for  the  Indians  in  those  bushes.'^  Captain  D.  stepped 
to  the  bank  to  look,  preparatory  to  making  a  charge  and  dislodguig 
them,  when  he  fell.  On  the  British  Butler's  right,  his  Indian  warriors 
were  sharply  engaged.  They  seemed  to  be  divided  into  six  bands*  for 
a  yell  would  be  raised  at  one  end  of  their  line,  taken  up»  and  car- 
ried through,  six  distinct  bodies  appearing  at  each  time  to  repeat 
the  cry.  As  the  battle  waxed  warmer,  that  fearful  yell  was  re- 
newed again  and  again,  with  more  and  more  spirit.  It  appeared  to 
be  at  once  their  animating  shout,  and  their  signal  of  communication. 
As  several  fell  near  Col.  Dorrance.  one  of  his  men  gave  way  ; 
"Stand  up  to  your  work,  sir,"  said  he^  firmly,  but  coolly,  and  the 
goldit'r  resumed  his  place. 

For  half  an  hour  a  hot  fire  had  been  given  and  sustained,  when 
the  vastly  superior  numbers  of  the  enemy  began  to  develop^  its 
power.  The  Indians  bad  thrown  into  the  swamp  a  large  fi>ree, 
which  now  completely  outflanked  our  left.  It  was  impossible  it 
shoald  be  otherwise:  that  wing  was  thrown  into  confiision.  Col. 
I>eaison  gave  orders  that  the  company  of  Whittlesey  should  wheel 
back,  so  as  to  fiurm  an  angle  with  the  main  line,  and  thus  present  his 
front,  instead  of  flank,  to  the  enemy.  The  difiiculty  of  performing 
evolutions,  by  the  bravest  militia  on  the  field,  umler  a  hot  fire,  is 
well  known.  On  the  attempt  the  savages  rushed  ui  with  horrid  yells. 
Some  had  mistaken  the  order  to  fall  back,  as  one  to  retreat,  and 
that  word,  that  fatal  word,  ran  along  the  line.  Utter  confusion  now 
proTailed  on  the  left.  Seeing  the  disorder,  and  his  own  men  be- 
ginning to  give  way.  Col.  Z.  Butler  threw  himself  between  the  fives 
of  the  opposing  ranks,  and  rode  up  and  down  the  line  in  the  most 
reckless  exposure.  Don't  leave  me,  my  children,  and  the  notory 
is  ours."  But  it  was  too  late. 

Still  on  the  fated  left,  men  stood  their  ground.  ''See,*'  said  Wes- 
tover  to  George  Cooper,  **  our  men  are  all  retreating,  shall  we  go  r 
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I'll  have  one  more  thai  firat/*  wai  hii  reply.  At  that  moment  a 
ball  8trQck  a  tree  just  by  bis  bead,  and  an  Indian  springing  towards 
him  with  his  spear,  Cooper  drew  up  his  rifle  and  fired,  the  Indian 

sprung  several  icet,  iVoin  the  ground,  mid  IcU  prostrate  on  his  lace. 
"  Come,**  said  Westover.  I'll  load  first,"  replied  Cooper — and  it 
is  probable  this  cuolness  saved  them,  for  the  great  body  of  the  savage 
had  dashed  lorward  after  the  flying,  and  were  far  in  their  rear. 

On  the  right,  one  of  his  officers  said  to  Captain  Hewitt,  "The 
day  is  lost — see  the  Indians  are  sixty  rods  in  car  rear,  shall  we 
retreat  t"  "  Til  be  d — d»  if  I  dow**  was  his  answer.  "  Dramroer 
strike  up,"  cried  be,  and  strove  to  rally  bis  men.  Every  efibrt  was 
vain.  Thus  be  fimgbt,  and  there  be  fell  1 

Every  captain  that  led  a  company  inio  action  was  slain,  and  in 
every  instance  fell  on,  or  near  the  line.  As  was  said  of  Bidlack,  so 
of  Hewitt,  Whittlesey,  and  the  others ;  "  they  died  at  the  head  of 
their  men."  They  fought  bravely — aynry  mufi  and  officer  did  his 
duty,  but  they  were  overpowered  by  three  fold  their  force.  lo  point 
of  numbers  tlio  enemy  was  overwlielmingly  superior. 

Darius  Spaliurd  was  just  married  to  Miss  Blackman.  Ueceivmg  a 
death  wound,  he  fell  into  the  arms  of  his  brother  Phincas,  by  whose 
side  he  fought.  Brother,"  said  be,  '*  I  am  mortally  hurt ;  take 
care  of  Lavina."  Stephen  Wbiton,  a  young  schoolmaster  from 
Connectictttt  was  also  a  bridegroom,  having  recently  married  tbe 
daughter  of  Anderson  Dana,  Esq.  The  father  and  soii-in*law 
together. 

The  battle  being  ended,  tbe  massacre  began. 

A  portion  of  the  Indian  flanking  party  pushed  forward  in  the 

rear  of  the  Connecticut  line,  to  cut  off  retreat  to  Forty  Fort,  and 
then  pressed  the  retreating  army  towards  the  river.  Monockasy 
Island  atlording  tlie  only  hope  of  crossing,  the  si  ream  of  flight 
flowed  in  that  ilireciion  through  fields  of  grain.  Cooper,  and  tho^ 
who  remained  near  the  line  of  battle,  saw  the  main  body  of  the 
Indians  hastening  after  tbe  fugitives. 

At  Forty  Fort,  the  bank  of  the  river  was  lined  by  anxious  wives 
and  mothers,  awaiting  the  issue.  Hearing  the  firing  sharply  ooo- 
tinoed,  now,  hope  arose;  but  when  the  shots  became  irr^lar,  mnd 
approached  nearer  and  nearer,  that  hope  sank  in  dismay.  Laeot 

TIm  MCiwing  spirit  Sew  op  to  Hmmq'i  ehaiioer j  with  the  o«ab,  and  as  ahe  ^rote  it 
dowD,  dmpfcd  a  laur  on  the  word^  and  Uottcd  a  MilfiMmr." 
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Cron^  whose  arm  was  shattered  early  in  the  actioo,  being  intercepted 
Ni  an  attempt  to  retreat  the  way  he  had  marched  up,  secreted  him- 
self in  a  thick  covert  of  bushes  and  briars  near  the  road,  on  the  de- 
scending bank.  Indians  ran  past  him,  their  atteni  inn  directed  to  those 
Vfho  were  flying  througli  the  flats.  One  stuod  very  near,  gnzed  a 
moment,  (hew  up  his  rifle  and  fired.  Raising  a  yell>  he  rushed 
£>rward,  probably  to  scalp  his  victim. 

At  the  river  near  the  Island,  the  scene  was  exceedingly  distress- 
ing. A  few  swam  over  and  escaped.  Closely  pressed,  many  were 
killed  in  the  river.  Sergeant  Jeremiah  Bigford,  a  very  active  man» 
waa  pursoed  by  an  Indian  into  the  stream  with  a  spear ;  Bigford 
laced  him,  struck  the  spear  from  his  hand,  and  seizing  him  by  the 
neck,  dashed  him  under  his  feet,  where  he  would  have  drowned,  but 
another  savage  rushed  forward  to  his  aid,  and  ran  his  spear  through 
Bigford  s  breast,  who  fell  dead,  and  iioaLed  away.  A  iiioiiih  after- 
wards lijs  body  was  found  seven  or  eight  miles  below,  much  decayed, 
but  was  recognized  by  a  silver  broacli  he  wore,  wfiich,  with  a 
piece  of  the  shirt  with  the  speur  hole,  was  preserved  by  his  family 
ibr  many  years.  One  of  the  fugitives  by  the  name  of  Pensil  sought 
security  by  hiding  in  a  cluster  of  willows  on  the  island.  Seeing  his 
tory  brother  come  up,  and  recognise  him,  he  threw  himself  at  his 
hetf  begged  for  protection,  and  proflered  to  serve  him  for  life,  if  he 
wmild  save  him.  **  Mighty  well  I"  was  the  taunting  reply.  <'  You 
d — d  rebel,**  and  instantly  shot  him  dead.  It  was  a  dreadful  hour; 
men  seemed  transferroed  into  demons.  The  worst  passions  raged  with 
wild  and  desolating  fury.  All  the  sweet  charities  of  life  seemed 
extinguished.  Lieutenant  Sho<  inftkcr,  one  of  the  most  generous  and 
benevolciil-iiearted  men,  uliose  wealth  enahli d  huii  to  dispense  cha- 
rity and  (\o  jTood,  which  was  a  delight  !««  hiiri,  fled  to  the  river, 
when  Windccker,  who  had  otten  fed  at  his  board,  and  drank  oi  his 
cup,  came  to  the  brink.  **  Come  out,  come  out,"  said  he,  You  know 
I  will  protect  you.  '  How  could  he  doubt  ill  Windecker  reached  out 
hie  left  hand,  as  if  to  lead  him,  much  exhausted,  ashore,  and  dashed  his 
tomahawk  into  the  head  of  his  benefactor,  who  fell  back,  and 
floated  away. 

Many  prisoners  were  lured  to  shore  by  [)i  omise  of  quarter,  and 
then  butchered.   The  accurate  Indian  marksmen,  sure  of  their  prey, 

had  coolly  singled  out  officers,  and  broke  the  htuie,  it  is  sup- 

poscil,  as  so  many  are  found  perforated,  so  as  efi'eeiually  to  disable, 
but  leaving  the  victim  alive  for  torture.   Capt.  Bidlack  was  thrown 
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alive  on  the  burning  losfs  of  the  fort,  held  down  witfi  pitch  forks, 
and  there  tortured  (ill  hu  expired.  Prisoners  taken  under  sokmn 
promise  of  quarter,  were  gathered  together,  and  placed  m  circles- 
Sixteen  or  eighteen  were  arranged  round  one  large  stone,  since 
known  as  the  bloody  rock.  Surrounded  by  a  body  of  Indians, 
queen  Esther,  a  fury  in  the  form  of  a  woman,  assumed  the  office  sf 
executioner  with  death  maul,  or  tomabawk*  for  she  used  the  o>0 
with  both  hands,  or  took  up  the  other  with  one,  and  passing  nasd 
the  circle  with  words,  as  if  singing,  or  ooanttng  with  a  eadefloe,ik 
would  dash  out  the  brains,  or  sink  the  tomahawk  into  the  head  of  a 
prisoner.  A  number  had  fallen.  Iler  rage  increased  with  indu^ 
gence.  Seeing  there  was  no  hope,  Kehbeus,  liuomiond,  and  Joseph 
Elliott,  with  a  sudden  gprin<^  shook  oJV  llie  Indians  who  held  them, 
and  fled  for  the  thicket :  •  Rifles  cracked !  Indians  yelled !  Toma- 
hawks Aew  I  but  they  escaped,  the  purauera  soon  returning  to  their 
death  sports.  The  mangled  bodies  of  fourteen  or  fifteen  were  after- 
wards found  round  the  rock  where  they  had  fallen,  scalped,  aad 
shockingly  mangled.  Nine  more  were  found  in  a  similar  circle  mm 
distance  above. 

Young  Searles,  aged  sixteen,  fled,  accompanied  by  Williso,  fk 

son  of  Asahel  Buck,  aged  fourteen.  Searles,  almost  exhaostd, 
heard  a  person  cry,  "  slop — you  shall  have  quarter — we  wont  hurt 
you."  Looking  round,  and  almost  inclined  to  surrender,  he  mw 
Buck  stop,  and  yield  himself:  that  moinent  a  tomahawk  struck  him 
to  the  earth  dead.  Ueri' wing  hi^  !enp,  from  desperation,  Searle  es- 
caped. "  See,"  said  one  of  the  flying  Yankees,  who  was  pursued  by 
a  powerful  Indian,  and  nearly  exhausted.  Richard  Inman  drew  Bp 
his  rifle,  and  the  Indian  dropped  dead.*  Samuel  Carey,  a  yoa^ 
man  of  nineteen,  had  crossed  the  river  at  the  island,  where  he  iw 
met  by  the  Indians,  who  were  already  on  the  beach.  At  firet  iInt 
threatened  him  with  death,  placing  a  knife  to  his  bowels,  as  if  thef 
meant  to  rip  him  open ;  but  he  was  spared,  and  taken  to  the  Isditf 
country.  With  a  single  other  exception,  he  was  the  only  penoft 
made  prisoner  in  the  battle,  whose  life  was  not  sacrificed. 

While  this  scene  of  sufibring  and  woe  was  in  progress,  night 
threw  her  kindly  mantle  over  the  field,  and  darkness  arrested  ibe 
pursuit.    Lieut.  Gore,  who  had  lain  still,  now  heard  the  tread 
men,  and  their  voices  in  conversation.  ^  It  has  been  a  sore  day  ^ 

*  That  iIkK  WW  icvMifed  on  the  fuaSfy,  as  wiU  be  aaen  in  the  iBf mL 
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the  Yankees."  "  It  has  mdeed^ — blood  enough  hag  been  shed.*'  So 
far  he  hoarri,  anri  they  passed  on.  He  supposed  it  to  be  Col.  J. 
Butler,  and  one  ot  his  officers. 

Mr.  Huilenback,  who  had  swam  the  rirer,  and  so  escaped,  brought 
the  anticipated  tidings  to  Wilkesbarre,  and  having  learned  the  po- 
sition of  Capt  Spalding,  saddled  his  hone»  and  rode  alt  night  to 
apprise  him  of  the  state  of  affairs  at  Wyoming. ' 

CoK  Zebulon  BgilJer  repaired  to  the  Wilkesbarre  Fort»  and  cast 
himself  exhausted  on  the  ground.  CoL  Penison  took  up  his  quarters 
at  Forty  Port,  gathered  the  few  soldiers  who  had  come  in— placed 
sentinels,  arid  took  all  the  precautions  in  his  power,  dictated  by 
prudence,  to  guard  agairr^t  surprise,  and  save  the  women  and  child- 
ren. The  iiight  throughout  the  Valley  was  one  of  inexpressible  an- 
guish and  despair.  • 

Although  darkness  had  put  an  end  to  the  pursuit,  and  most  of  the 
prisoners  had  been  barbarously  butchered,  some  who  were  supposed 
to  be  special  objects  of  hate,  were  selected  for  slower  torture,  and 
the  execution  of  more  savage  vengeance.  It  may  be  some  unguard- 
ed word — perhaps  the  refusal,  in  gone-by  years,  of  whiskey  to  an 
importunate  Indian ;  some  fancied,  or  real  wrong ;  or,  it  is  thought 
by  some,  to  satiate  the  revenge  of  Indians  who  had  lost  relations  in 
the  fight:  whatever  may  have  been  the  motive,  the  vast  depths  ot 
hell,  boiling  with  dciiiomat:  passions,  never  could  have  devised  or 
executed  sur!i  horrid  tortures,  as  mauy  of  the  Connecticut  prisoners 
were  that  night  doomed  to  endure. 

On  the  river  bank,  on  the  Pittston  side,  Capt.  Blanchard,  Esq., 
Whitaker,  and  Ishmael  fi^net,  attracted  by  fires  among  trees,  on 
the  opposite  shore,  took  their  station  and  witnessed  the  process  of 
torture.  Several  naked  men,  in  the  midst  of  flames,  were  driven 
round  a  stake ;  their  groans  and  screams  were  most  piteous,  while 
the  shouts  and  yells  of  the  Savages,  who  danced  round,  urging  the 
victims  on  with  their  spears,  were  too  horrible  to  be  endured.  They 
were  powerless  to  iielp  or  avenge,  and  withdrew,  heartsick  from  a 
view  of  their  horrid  orgies — glad  that  they  djd  not  know  who 
were  the  sufferers.  This  was  more  than  a  mile  above  Wintermool  s. 
On  the  battle  ground,  the  work  of  torture  lasted  till  vengeance, 
satiated  and  weary,  dropped  the  knife  and  torch,  from  exhaustion. 
Col.  John  Butler,  much  agitated,  as  the  peculiar  afHuvium  of  burn- 
lOg  human  flesh  came  to  his  nostrils,  said,  in  the  hearing  of  Mr. 
Ingersoll,  "  It  is  not  in  my  power  to  help  it.*'   In  the  morning,  the 


Digitized  by  Google 


22B 


HISTORY  OF  WYOMING. 


battle  field  was  sti  ewcii  wiih  limbs,  and  bodies  torn  apart,  mangled 
and  partially  consumed. 

About  one  hundred  and  sixty  of  the  Connecticut  people  were 
killed  that  day,  and  one  hundred  and  forty  escaped.  The  lo«8  of  the 
enemy  was  never  knowd.  "Early  the  next  morning,"  says  Mr. 
Ingeraoll,  all  the  shovels  and  pickaxes  that  coaki  be  mnsterod  were 
taken  out,  and  their  dead  buried  in  the  swamp.  Ptobably  fion 
forty  to  eighty  fell. 

The  transactions  of  the  next  day  must  be  reserved  for  another 
letter. 
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 Morninrj  firilu-  Fourth — Con-itornalion  and  Flig!it — Tnr'ulout^  of  Sufit  rinir— Mr. 

Hollrnltack  mt  fU  tin*  stming  Fugitives  wiih  hroul — Pittslon  Fort*  iurrerufcr — Nogolia- 
twiw — Capitulation  of  Fort>  Fort— (•iVj/c,  Q,up«n  EatUer)— {♦.Vo/e,  Brant) — Sergeant 
Bcgrd  «bot— -Incident*— CuL  John  Butler  wUhdrmwt  from  tbe  VaUej— Hm  cburMlai^ 
John  Oftnliner— The  Indians  that  fematn  |^V0  up  ib^Valtey  to  Ate,  plunder  and  devaate- 
lion — Murder  of  Hickman,  wife  and  child— Murder  of  Leach  and  St.  John — Murder  of 
John  Abbott  and  Isaac  Williama^Murder  of  Keys  and  Hoeksey — Swetland  and  Blan- 
churd  carri«Hl  away  prisoner?— Col.  Zebulon  niiflt  r  returns  with  Ci\[>t.  SpuMin^r's  Com 
jwny  to  the  Valley — Col.  Hartley  joins  Col.  Biiller  — Fx  jxMliiion  to  Wi  st  Branch  and 
Shethequin — Remains  of  the  sluuglit^rod  people  buried — Li»t  of  sluiu — Severul  interest- 
ing matter*— Col.  Hartley's  Comnand  withdrawn— Return  of  SaTagcn— Indian  mvr- 
daff»— WiUiMB  Jimaiaii— John  P^rkina— Wm.  Jacknon  and  Mr.  Laatar— jCapt.  Carrand 
Philip  GoM — Robert  Alexander  and  Amos  Parker— Tha  Utkj  family  moidared — laaae 
Inrnan  murdeifJ — Xutluti  Kinrjaley  killed — Frrtnces  Slocum  carried  into  captivity— 
Junathan  Slncnin  atxl  U.iac  Tripi)  mtirdrrrd — The  lost  Siftter — Thoinan  Nrill,  tlie  gene* 
rous  irinhman — Terms  of  Capitulation,  and  otHcial  Papers^  from  British  arcluves. 

On  the  evening  of  the  third  of  July,  Capt.  John  Frankhn  arrived  at 
Forty  Fnrt,  with  the  Hantingtoo  and  Sulem  company,  consisting  of 
aboat  tbirly-five  men;  a  rooet  welcome  reiaforcement  to  Col.  Deni- 
son,  ai  ibey  gave  steadiness  to  the  broken  remnant  of  the  army  who 
had  escaped.  A  consultation  was  held,  at  which  it  was  concluded 
to  send  to  Wilkesbam  for  the  cannon»  to  cause  the  whole  settlement 
to  concentrate  at  Forty  Fort,  the  largest  in  the  Valley,  and  defend 
themselves  to  the  last  extremity.  A  messenger,  despatched  on  the 
morning  of  the  fourth,  hastil}^  relumed,  and  reported  that  the  pro- 
posed inriisure  was  impracticable,  for  1ul,m lives  were  flying  in  every 
direction  to  the  'kvildeniess,  and  all  was  conrusion,  consternation  and 
Iiorror.  Tlie  only  hope  of  safely  seemed  to  be  in  flight.  The  seve- 
ral passages  through  the  swamp  were  thronged.  Few  having  been 
throughtful  enough  to  take  provisbns,  the  greater  part  were  d^ti- 
tnte.  On  the  old  warrior's  path,  there  were  in  one  company,  about 
one  hundred  women  and  children,  with  but  a  single  man>  Jonathan 
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Pilch,  Esq.,  Sheriff  of  the  county,  to  advite  or  aid  them.  The  w«y 
towards  the  Wind  Gap  and  Stroudsburg,  wda  equally  crowded. 
Sulilrliigs  from  fat  igue  and  hunger  soon  became  extreme.  The  brave 
(4r>orge  Cooper,  who  would  "  have  one  shot  more,"  with  hi*^  ''om- 
panions,  Westover  and  ^jtark,  and  their  families,  had  made  an  etiort 
to  obtain  provisions,  but  the  Indians  being  dbcovered  watching  llieir 
dwellings,  they  were  compelled  to  fly  with  scarce  a  morsel,  though 
exhausted  by  the  battle. 

Of  the  little  they  had,  neither  of  the  men  would  partake,  so  that 
the  children  need  not  perish*  Tears  gushed  from  the  eyes  of  tbe 
aged  widow  of  Cooper,  when  she  related  that  her  husband  had  faui 
on  his  face  to  lap  up  a  little  meal  which  a  companion,  in  their  flight, 
had  spilt  on  the  earth.  Children  were  born,  and  several  perished 
ia  the  '*  Dij^rnai  Swamp,"  or  "  Shades  of  Death,"  as  it  is  called  to 
this  day.  Mrs.  Treusdale  was  taken  in  labour;  daring  to  delay  but 
a  few  minutes,  she  was  soon  seen  with  her  infant,  moving  onward — 
a  sheet  having  been  fixed  on  a  horse,  so  as  to  carry  them.  Jabez 
Fish,  who  was  in  the  battle,  csrnped  ;  but  not  being  able  to  join  his 
family,  was  supposed  to  have  fallen ;  and  Mrs.  Fish  hastened  wkb 
her  children  through  the  wilderness.  Overcome  with  fi&tigtie  aad 
want,  her  infant  died.  Sitting  down  a  moment,  on  a  stone,  to  see  it 
draw  its  last  breath,  she  gazed  in  its  face  with  unutterable  anguish. 
There  was  no  way  to  dig  a  grave — and  to  leave  it  to  be  devoured  by 
wolves,  seemed  worse  than  death,  so  she  took  the  dead  babe  in  her 
arms,  and  carried  it  twenty  milts,  when  she  came  to  a  German  set- 
tienient.  Though  poor,  they  gave  her  food;  made  a  box  for  ihe 
child,  attended  her  to  the  graveyard,  and  decently  buried  it,  kindly 
bidding  her  welcome,  till  she  should  be  rested.  The  uniform  iKwpi* 
tality  of  the  Germans,  is  gratefully  attested  by  tbe  Wyoming  peopls^ 

The  wife  of  £benezer  Marcy  was  taken  in  labour,  io  the  wilikr* 
new.  Having  no  mode  of  conveyance,  her  sufferings  were  ioes* 
pressibly  severe.  She  was  able  to  drag  her  fainting  steps  but  about 
two  miles  that  day.  The  nest,  being  overtaken  by  a  neighboar  wUh 
a  horse,  she  rode,  and  in  a  week's  ticne,  was  more  than  a  hnndral 
miles,  with  her  infant,  from  the  place  of  its  birth. 

Mrs.  Rogers,  from  Plymouth,  an  aged  woman,  flying  with  lier 
family,  overcome  by  fatigue  and  sorrow,  fainted  in  the  wilderness, 
twenty  miles  from  human  habitation.  She  could  take  no  nourish* 
ment,  and  soon  died.  They  raado  a  grave  in  the  best  manner  they 
oottld,  and  the  next  day,  nearly  exhausted,  came  to  a  settkmeoi  of 
Gennans,  who  treated  them  with  exceeding  great  kindness.  Bfrs. 
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Conrtriglii  relaLCii  that  she,  then  a  young  girl,  flyiiig  with  her 
lather's  family,  saw  sitting  by  the  road  side,  a  widow,  who  had 
learned  ihu  death  of  her  husband.  Six  children  were  on  the  ground 
near  her.  The  group,  the  very  image  of  despair,  for  ihey  were  wiih- 
omi  food.  Just  at  that  momeDt,  a  mau  was  seen  riding  rapidly 
towaixU  them,  from  the  settlements.  It  was  Mr.  HoIIeuback.  For^ 
eeeing  the  probable  deetitatioii,  he  had  providently  loaded  hit  horse 
with  bread*  and  waa  baslening  back»  like  an  aiigd  of  aierey,  to  their 
relief*  Criee  and  tean  of  gratitude  and  welcome  went  up  to  He»- 
'vea.  He  imparted  a  raoml  to  each,  and  haatened  on  to  the  relief  of 
fj^bers* 

The  widow  of  Anderson  Dana,  Esq.,  and  her  widowed  daughter, 
Mrs.  Whiton,  did  not  learn,  certainly,  the  deaths  of  their  husbands, 
until  they  were  at  Bullock  ss,  on  the  mountain,  ten  miles  on  their 
way.  Many  then  heard  the  fate  of  relations,  and  a  messenger 
brought  to  Mr.  Bullock,  word,  that  both  his  sons  were  dead  on  the 
field.  Then  was  there  mourning  and  lameatatiooy  and  the  wriogiag 
of  hands*  Mrs.  Dana  had  been  extraordinarily  careful.  Not  only 
had  she  provided  food*  but  taken  a  pUlowocaae  of  ▼aluable  papers, 
(the  buaband  being  much  engaged  in  public  bumneis,)  the  preeanra- 
tion  of  which  has  thrown  much  light  on  our  path  of  reeeaicb. 
Depending  chiefly  on  charity,  the  family  aought  their  ancient  home, 
at  Ashford,  Windham  county,  Connecticut.  Those  few  instances 
selected  from  an  hundred,  wiii  present  some  idea  of  the  dreadful  : 
flight  \ 

Early  on  the  morning  after  the  battle,  Col.  John  Buller  sent  a  I 
detachment  across  the  river  to  Pittston,  when  Capt.  Blanchard  sur-  ' 
tendered  Fort  BrowUt  on  terms  of  lair  capitulation ;  and  the  Indians 
marked  the  prisoners  with  black  paint  on  the  face,  telling  them  to 
keep  it  there,  and  if  they  went  out,  each  should  carry  a  white  cfeth 
on  a  stick,  so  that  being  known,  they  sboold  not  be  hurt*  Colonel 
Butler  also  despatched  a  messenger  to  Forty  Fort,  requesting  Col. 
Denison  to  come  up,  and  agree  on  terms  of  capitulation.  Taking 
with  him  Obediah  Gore,  Esq.,  an  aged  man,  and  Dr.  Gustin,  Col. 
Denison  immedi  itel y  repaired  to  Head  (Quarters,  near  the  ruins  of 
Wintermoot^s  Fort.   In  discussing  the  terms,  it  was  insisted  that 

*  Tom  TiirlMy,  Antlmiiy  Tuikflj,  Dand  Siogdog^  tnd  Anlbony  Comeliiii,  tatamAy 

resiilcnU  in  the  VaHcy,  and  known  to  the  inhabitanti,  were  among  the  Indians.  Sqoawt 
followed,  liijcously  smrarrtl  witli  brains  and  blood,  bringing  Btrin;;»  of  sciilps;  ut'  wluch,  with 
mort  IbaQ  a  deiaoa'a  malice,  the;  would  smelt,  aaU  cxultiogl;  ejcckim,  "  Vaakce  blood  1" 
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Col.  Zabulon  Butler*  and  the  remins  of  flenetft  company,  belnf 
oontiiieDtal  soldiers,  should  be  surrendered  priiOBers  of  war*  Coi 
Denison  desired  time  to  consult  with  his  officers,  which  was  allowed. 
Retumingf  he  hastened  to  Wilkesbarre,  whercp  having  an  internsur 
with  Col.  Z.  Butler,  it  was  judged  expedient  that  he  and  the  four- 
teen men  remaining  of  Hewetl's  cooimand,  should  immediately  retire 
from  the  VnUey.  Orderinsr  the  men  to  Sham  >kin,  Col.  Butler  threw 
a  bed  Ujwju  hi.s  horse,  took  Mrs.  B.  behind  hmi,  and  that  niglit  tar- 
ried at  the  Nescopeck  Valley,  (now  Conyn^liam,)  twenty  miles  trora 
Wilke8l>arre.  Having  reported  the  fact  to  Col.  John  Butler,  that  all 
the  continental  men  were  beyond  his  command,  negotiations  wen 
renewed — ^Zerah  Beach,  Esq.  and  the  Rev.  Jacob  Johnson  being  pre* 
sent.  Terms  were  agreed  upon,  verbally :  but  there  remaining  no 
leouvenienoes  for  writing,  at  Wintermoot*8,  they  were  to  be  ooai- 
mitted  to  paper  at  four  o'clock,  in  the  afternoon,  at  Forty  Fort,  when 
the  surrender  was  to  take  place.  It  being  known  that  among  the 
stores  there  was  a  quantity  of  whiskey.  Col.  Butler  desired  it  might 
be  destroyed,  for  he  feared,  if  the  Indians  became  intoxicated,  he 
could  not  restrain  them.  Before  the  hour,  the  barrels  were  rolled 
to  the  bank,  the  heads  knocked  in,  and  the  liquor  emptied  into  liie 
river. 

The  two  gates  of  the  Fort  were  now  thrown  open,  and  what  arms 
could  be  found,  including  those  of  Franklin's  men,  were  piled  up  ia 
the  centre.  So  capacious  was  the  fort,  that  notwithstanding  the 
ranges  of  huts  that  lined  the  sides,  there  was  ample  room  to  drfll 
a  company  of  men.  At  the  appointed  time,  the  victors  approached 
with  colours  flying  and  music  playing;  a  column  of  white  meD,  Om 
abreast,  on  the  lefi  On  the  right  the  Savages,  also  in  four  files  ^  the 
whiles,  headed  by  Col.  Butler — the  Indians  led  by  Queen  Esther.* 
"You  told  me  to  bring  more  Indians,  Col.  Deni-sou,"  said  the  old 

*  Col.  Ston0.  For  the  opinions  of  oij  c«timabl«  friend,  I  entritim  unafliieted  rcigmrd  ;  Ins 

wlicii  coin|H'II*  il  hy  }>rL)ofs,  his  ^oxlneRii  will  allow  nic  to  tliiri-r  from  hiiii|  without  oflvnc*, 
He  thinks  il  imjuissililc  Liuceri  EsIIxt  should  liavp  cauiluolt  i]  like  a  (!pmon,  Oinppciallj  M 
rpprpsciitoii  nt  t!if>  Blitoiiy  llock.  He  ni:iy  liavc  niisupjirelitMiiled  the  person.  It  ^^ms  *he 
and  Col.  Dcnidon  were  acquaiiiled.  Col.  Frunklin,  who  aUo  ktiew  her,  sUtes  Ihe  Ucu  la 
respect  to  her  conduct  «zpliciily.  That  the  ««i  a  pcnwn  of  conitdenliou,  la  luaaiG-sl,  from 
hor  leading  Ihe  Indian  eotonm,  but  more  eapeeiallj  at  the  Fatal  Rhig,  from  which  BansMial 
Mcapcd.  Renirnilicr  the  kindrtd  atfoeitiee  perpetrated  by  women  dorinf  the  FrecKh  Btim- 
Itttion.  It  requirtHl  the  purity  of  angel*  corrupted,  to  make  perfect  deviU.  Que  rea«Miaa> 
(tiffed  for  her  inteuM  malice,  wae,  tlmt  one  of  the  Indian*  *Uia,  at  Eieler,  oo  the  ^  wie 
her  son. 

From  a  nnrrative  recently  published  in  *' Hill's  New lmmp«hire  PalriiH,"  Ukeo  from* 
Journal  «f  one  of  SuUttan**  olBoen,  we  copy  a  paragraph. 
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Fory,  drawlinn  out  his  name,  "See  here.  I  have  broiii^ht  you  ali 
these.*'  "  Be  silent,"  said  Col.  Butler»  "  women  should  be  seen,  but 
not  beard.'*  The  column  of  Rangers,  Royal  Greens,  and  Tories, 
raarebed  in  at  the  nortli.  Brant,  or  Gi-en-gwah-toh,*  with  his  fol- 
lowers, at  the  south  gate.  The  suspieioas  look  of  the  wary  chwi, 
ijknting  his  flashing  eye,  now  to  the  right,  now  lo  the  left,  «s  if 
ipprehensi^e  of  treachery,' was  well  remembered,  and  graphically 
described  by  the  late  Cot.  Dorrance.  Immediately  oo  entering  the 
fert,  the  Tories  seized  the  arms.  An  order  from  Col.  Butler  to 
replace  them,  was  follow^ed  by  an  address  to  the  Indians.  "See,  a 
present  the  Yankrf  s  have  made  you  !**  Seeming  much  pleased,  they 
took  them  into  possession* 

"  Aujrnst  10,  [1779.)  After  advancinp  ft  Hoot  a  mile  throogh  a  rich  Imttom  mvrml  with 
eUoag  aud  statelj  timber,  which  shut  out  the  gun,  am]  shed  a  coul  and  agreenUe  twilight, 
W«  unexpectedly  were  introduced  into  a  pUin  as  large  as  that  of  Sheshukonah  [Shesqwo 
quia,]  called  •  aucen  Eather'a  PtanUtion.'  It  was  in  the  ptaina,  ncsr  the  banks  of  the  Sua* 
•]ii<  hannah,  that  Eatbar,  qoern  of  llw  Senact  tribe,  dwelt  in  letiiement  and  sullen  majeaty. 
Tlv  ruins  of  her  pnl;ire  nre  still  to  be  seen.  In  what  we  supposed  to  be  Iba  cbapd,  waa 
found  an  idol,  which  mij^ht  well  be  worshipped  without  violatincr  th(>  thin!  cominandment,  on 
account  of  its  likt* iit>iiit»  to  '  any  thing  either  in  heaven  or  earlli.'  Aliout  sunriso,  ihr  (JtMn^ral 
gave  urdi-rs  fur  the  town  to  U;  illumioatod,  and  accordingly  we  had  a  giuriuus  bonfire,  of  up- 
weida  of  tfaiftj  bnfldings  at  onee.* 

♦  Wc  hnd  yi.Iilf.l  rather  to  the  ponfiilcnt  opinion  of  Col.  Ftomv  tlian  to  Ihr  pro-^fs  ndflnrcd, 
that  Brant  was  n<>t  in  command  at  iho  invasion.  Hi?  own  poHtivc  denial  nij{{ht  weii  be 
tmsntmL  with  beaUatkm  and  doubt ;  for  in  Euruf»e,  at  bast,  he  had  no  ioconsidenble  lepiita- 
tun;  and  ao  mneb  mhxoj  bad  attached  to  the  Indian  crudllca  at  Wyoming,  tbat  if  gulltjr* 
be  woaUl  gladly  eaeape,  even  by  the  additional  uflenoe  of  falwhood.  Liltia  ngaid  should  be 
paid  to hb mere  aMcrtum.  TT  nv  mucU  more  to  the  tlfnial  of  his  Indian  friends'?  Whefa 
WWhel  Col.  Butler  wiih  W\*  R^n^crA^  Johnson,  with  hi-t  Rovnl  Grcon.s!  Cnpl.  Caldwell  ! 
Six  bunilrrd  Indians  to  Itc  commanded!  Wyoming  to  nttnrkcd  I  Apsuredlv,  Brant,  th« 
great  IriMjuoiA  leader,  would  not  fail  to  be  present  1  Such  would  be  the  reasoning.  Add  to 
tbia,  the  general,  the  nnivf  real  belief,  for  forty  ycan^  dating  which  time  no  other  name  waa 
nentioiied  as  Hie  Ciiief4n-eoaimand.  Geo.  Ron^  wbo  kat  two  btotben  in  tbe  battle,  hioi- 
aetfoMiiMVgbtobearafiiii^  having  been  In  the  amy  at  Ezctar,  on  the  M,  UigMy  InlaM- 
gent,  would  not  listen  to  a  doubt  on  the  subject ;  with  such  certainty,  had  half  a  eentttty  of 
unsh&krn  bcHrf,  fixed  tiie  fact  in  hi^  ritrTi.l.  Rtvontly,  Eh  a/.t-r  Carey,  Elaq.,  a  ganUoOian  of 
great  candour  and  intelligence,  u  lis  nw,  m  a  note  (lai.d  July  2i,  IS13, 

"  Wb«n  a  lad  fourteen  years  old,  I  resided  in  the  Genesee  country,  and  in  1803,  became 
anioainledwilhtbelkaiUyof  Kanohllak,«UNtaoB€f  BlMTbnal,erTate^^  Bm 
liad  ooni  and  dangbten,  not  differing  mach  from  my  age;  and  he  aaid  tbe  boje  muat  teach 
me  to  talli  Indian,  and  I,  tbem,  to  apeak  Yankee.  We  tbna  became  intimate.  Blue 

Throat  con!  !  -pfnk  onr  !,»n<^»na?p,  onflrrst.mflinjrly.  Hp  nitsured  me,  as  did  Utile  Beard, 
who  held  ihe  rank  of  captain  in  the  haltle,  that  Brant  waa  not  prpsrnt.  This  Rtrttrmpnt  waa 
confirmed  by  Stuttering  John,  and  Roland  Montour,  tbe  hiUer  a  half  6Uxi,  who  took  my 
nnele,  Samuel  Carey,  prisoner." 

Iftbeeancarrent  amertlunaefBrawl,  and  bb  Indian  friend^  an  lo  be  craAted,  bo  waa  not 
pmaanL  filr.  Cany  belavaa  thaok  The  f^bSa  will  tern  thmrownjodgmtnt. 
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The  torms  of  capitulation  were  then  reduced  to  writing,  and 
signed  (on  a  table  .^till  in  possession  of  Mrs.  Myers.)  (Those.  \v>th 
other  documents  of  interest — indeed,  nl!  that  could  be  oblained  at 
the  London  War  Office,  relating  to  Wyoming,  will  be  ibuud  tqgetiier 
at  tke  close  of  this  letter.) 

Am  Col.  Butler  stood  io  the  gateway,  be  raoogniaed  Serjeant  Boyd, 
the  dernier  of  whom  we  liave  beiSMcT  ipoken.  ''Boyd*"  eaid  be 
sternly,  '*  go  to  that  tree."  I  hope^**  eaid  Boyd  itnploruigly,  yvMr 
honour  will  connder  me  a  prisoner  of  war***  *'  Go  to  that  tree,  sir  f 
And  at  a  signal  the  Indians  floured  in  a  volley,  and  he  fell  dead. 

Soon  after  signing  the  articles,  Col.  Butler  observed,  "That  as 
Wyoming  was  a  frontier,  it  was  wrong  ior  any  part  of  the  inlia- 
bitaiits  to  leave  their  own  settlements,  and  enter  into  ihe  Continental 
army  abroad  ;  that  such  a  number  havini;  done  so,  was  the  cause 
of  the  invasion,  and  that  it  never  would  have  been  attempted,  if 
the  men  had  remained  at  home.  Col.  Franklin,  who  heard  the  de- 
claration, added, "  I  was  of  the  same  opinion." 

In  a  few  hoars  after  the  fort  was  surrendered,  the  Indians  began 
to  plunder,  entering  the  huts,  and  breaking  open  tranlis  and  boies. 
The  town  papers  were  scattered  around,  the  surveys,  and  other  valo- 
able  writings  destroyed,  and  the  Westmoreland  Records,  with  diffi- 
culty preserved.  Col.  Denison  complained,  saying  he  had  capitulated 
relying  on  the  honour  of  a  Britisii  officer.  "  I  will  put  a  slop  to  it,  I 
will  put  a  stop  to  it, "  said  Butler,  and  gave  peremptory  orders  to 
the  chief.  " These  are  your  Indians,  you  must  restrain  them."  Soon 
after,  open  and  flagrant  robberies  were  renewed,  and  Col.  Denison 
again,  and  with  spirit,  remonstrated.  After  another  inefiectual  eStm, 
Col.  Butler  said :  "  I  can  do  nothing  with  them,  I  can  do  nothing 
with  them,"  and  added,  that  Indians  after  a  successful  battle,  never 
could  be  controlled.  He  professed  to  be,  and  probably  was  hurt* 
that  such  outrages  should  be  committed,  in  violation  of  his  plighted 
faith,  and  positive  orders.  Make  out  a  list,**  added  he,  "  of  the 
property  lost,  and  I  pledge  my  honour  it  shall  be  paid  for." 

Every  hour  growing  bolder  and  more  insolent,  the  savages  soon 
threw  off  all  restraint,  seized  on  Col.  Denison,  and  taking  the  hat 
from  his  head,  demanded  also  the  linen  frock  he  wore.  In  the  pocket 
were  a  few  dollars,  the  whole  military  chest  of  the  settlement,  and 
he  made  some  resistance,  when  they  instantly  lifting  a  tomahawk 
threatened  his  life.  Obliged  to  comply,  he,  seeming  to  have  some 
difficulty  in  slipping  it  over  bis  head,  stepped  backward  to  where 
sat  a  young  woman  of  his  femily,  who  comprehending  the  nanosuvieb 
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adroiily  took  oul  ihc  purse,  when  he  gave  up  the  coveted  garment  to 
ibe  spoiler. 

So  gross  and  w  idely  circulated  have  been  the  errors,  in  respect  to 
this  capitulation,  that  it  is  tune  the  truth  ot  hisiory  should  be  vin- 
dicated. Gofdoor  Ramsey,  Marshall  aod  Botta,  adopting  the  Pough- 
hmpnt  Meooiit,  baiFe  all  stated,  that  on  OA.  Denison  asking  what 
tems  would  be  granted  to  bim,  was  anamred  *'  the  batohet  f  and 
thai  therenpon  snmndering,  fire  was  set  to  tbe  fort»  and  the  prison- 
era,  men,  women  and  childiwi,  pitched  in  on  the  buining  pile,  and 
given  up  to  the  ianes.  Tbe  fiicts,  carefully  oolleeted  by  the  labour 
of  years,  and  now  faithfully  recorded,  are  sufficiently  painful.  "Give 
the  devil  his  due,"  is  an  adage,  just,  as  it  is  old.  In  another  page, 
this  matter  being  regarded  as  important,  is  set  foi  th  more  at  large. 
For  the  present  it  may  be  stated,  that  while  in  every  other  par- 
ticular the  terms  were  violated,  no  life  was  taken  at  Forty  Fort, 
except  that  of  Serjeant  Boyd. 

CoL  Butler  finding  his  commands  disregpurded,  and  his  authority 
•et  at  nought,  by  his  own  bands  of  enraged  and  licentious  sarages, 
flashed  with  Tictory  and  drank  with  Uood;  apprehensive  too,  it  Is 
believed,  of  his  own  life  being  taken,  if  he  attempted  to  enforoe  obe- 
iHeaee,  mustered  all  his  force,  whom  discipline  could  control,  and 
on  Wednesday,  the  8th,  withdrew  from  the  plains.  He  did  not  even 
indulge  himself  witii  a  to  Wilke^ibarre,  or  the  lower  part  of  tbe  I 
Valley.* 

*  Mr.  Finch,  a  priconer  libera  tot!  hy  the  articles  of  cnpituUttmi,  vhiting  the  Held  with  th« 
writer  in  IB38,  Ktatrd  "that  Col.  Butler  received  a  Uttor  from  n  messenjrpr  on  tho  5th  or 
6th,  that  111"  imint  thalely  B««cnibli»<!  rouml  him  his  officcrH  ami  tlie  Inihaxi  chiefs,  and  rrm]  it 
to  tUeiD.  That  he  addrthscd  ihu  latter  very  earneatiy  in  their  own  tongue,  and  w&s  ua- 
demwMl,  anaong  other  things,  to  enjoin  it  on  them,  not  to  kill  women  and  diiUren.  Thtt 
mhm  b«  «6ued  to  apMlt,  thej  nmd  «  graU  iboiil,  and  li0«ffdflfed  prvpantiom  to  be  maik 
ftr  a  retreat.  It  was  luppoed  tbe  iHUr  bMlaReii  hia  mareb.  Sacb  a  letter  nay  bave  been 
reerived,  or  it  might  have  been  a  scheme  devised  to  hasten  the  departure  of  the  Indians. 

Col.  Butler  did  not  lack  sense.  All  lliat  duty,  more  than  honour  rrquired,  had  l>ron  dnne. 
He  oatist  have  been  inscuRililc  to  interest,  as  well  as  chnracler,  to  couniennnre  further  atroci- 
tiea.  Tbo  Valley  was  in  bis  abauiute  power.  Had  he  meant  to  plunder  and  destroy  th« 
wbol%  eerteUlj  be  lewiU  not  bate  ettteMd  into  watten  ettidei^  Vfllonfarily  stipulating  tbo 
mono.  Mr.  Fincb  elao  atete%  tbat  die  knot  bgr  wbicb  Col.  Butter'o  bandkeiebier  mwt  tied, 
was  allot  through,  ee  that  it  fell. 

An  anecdote,  toogoo*]  to  l>e  lost,  may  as  well  be  told  here.  Mr.  Finch,  and  the  writer,  wait- 
.ed  un  Mrs.  Jenkins,  then  more  than  eighty  years  of  age,  who  lived  near  the  firltl    8hr  instant- 
.  Ij  recognized  hint,  although  it  was  near  half  a  century  since  they  had  met.  bshc,  it  will  be  re- 
eaileclej  wee  e  priaooer,  having  been  taken  on  tbe  2d.   "  O  yea,  Finch,"  aaid  tbe  old  lady  wkh 
■MMh aiduMBB and  hnamir,  in  vmm  to  bb  inquiry,  ^to  be  eon  I  mnember  yov.  An 
eU  afoair  took  you,  and  hio^^yoii  in  ebo  fomnd  joa  in  the  bwhw  end  ae  elia  diew 
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His  retirement  indeed,  bore  the  marks  of  accelerated  retreat. 
Fear  of  an  attack  from  any  probable  force  that  cnuUi  bo  broii^bt  to 
assail  him,  can  hardly  be  imagined,  and  the  an\it  ly  lu  lea\e  the 
ground  can  only  be  accouiitt d  for  on  the  supposition  that  he  wa« 
sickened  by  the  tortures  already  committed,  dreaded  tlie  further 
cruelties  of  the  Indians,  and  desired  by  hit  abtenoe,  to  escape  the 
tponsibility  of  their  future  conduct. 

At  we  now  part  with  this  bold  pertiian  leader  forerer,  a  fNige 
cannot  be  ill  devoted  in  this  history,  which  afaall  preseDt  a  jait 
■ketch  of  his  character.  He  was  descended,  we  have  great  ooe- 
fidenoe  in  expressing  the  belief,  from  some  of  the  yoonger  branchss 
of  the  family  of  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  whose  name  was  Botlsr. 
Cor  own  opinion  is,  that  the  two  Colonel  Butlers  were  from  the  same 
original  stock,  and  perhaps  tliree  generatiniis  back,  tlieir  fathers 
hailed  at  least  as  near  as  cousins.  Col.  John  Butler  \s  as  a  fat  man, 
below  liie  middle  stature,  yet  active;  through  the  rougii  vi?a!n»  of 
the  warrior,  showing  a  rather  agreeable,  than  forbidding  as[H  i  t 
Care  sat  on  his  brow.  Speaking  quickly,  he  repeated  his  words 
when  excited.  Decision,  firmness  and  courage,  were  undoubted  cha- 
racteristics of  the  man.  80  detested  is  his  name,  associated  with 
the  atrocities  perpetrated  at  Wyoming,  that  even  now,  it  is  not  with* 
cot  some  fear  of  ofinoe,  we  draw  of  him,  what  we  believe  fo  bs^ 
a  just  outline.  An  old  agricultural  work  says : — In  the  town  of 
Kilkenny,  Ireland,  and  near  the  river  side,  stands  on  an  eminenee, 
a  fine  gothic  building  belonging  to  the  Butler  family,  which  wit 
erected  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  by  the  famous  Duke  of  Ormond." 
Sir  Walter  Scott,  in  his  Legend  of  Montrose,  makes  Dalsretty  say: 
"I  e'en  gave  up  my  commission,  and  took  service  witli  W  illenstein 
in  Walter  Butler's  Irish  Uegimcnf.  Col.  John  Butler,  had  a  son 
WalUTf  who  fell  on  the  Mohawk.  The  ancestor  of  Col.  BuUer,  ai 
we  have  elsewhere  hinted,  probably  came  over  as  Indian  agent,  (ia 
Queen  Anne*s  reign,  when  Ormond  was  in  great  power.)  with  the 
delegation  of  Kings  from  the  Five  Nations,  on  their  return. 

It  is  certain  Col.  Butler  could  have  commanded  much  more  aevere 
conditions.  The  settlement  was  wholly  at  his  mercy.  No  one  eta 
deny  but  the  capitulation,  on  its  face,  was,  under  the  circumstances, 
ill  a  high  degree  honourable,  and  favourable  to  Col.  Denisoo.  CdL 

yoa  alonf ,  piltad  jm  on  UieUek,  Mjring,  my  ton,  my  mo  !*'  Though  c«rUinlj  no  luiiuiin, 
on  hii  «Mi«^p  or  manhood,  ho  did  not  idUi  tho  olorjr  half  fo  nroeh  as  the  hpUMim, 
oi|Mciad^  ao  he  had  praviouily  baon  iikjing  Uio  beio  in  htt  acoM  Hoo«y 
•oon  look  loa«o  of  Um  Valky. 
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Franklin  confirnis  the  statement  of  Mrs.  Myers,  that  Butler  exerted 
himself  to  restrain  the  savages,  seemed  deeply  hurt  when  he  was 
aaatiie  to  do  90,  aod  at  once  offered,  if  a  list  could  be  furnished  of 
property  lost,  to  make  it  good.  Finally  he  withdrew  his  own  roeot 
praper,  taking,  so  far  as  we  learn,  no  plunder*  His  fault  appears  to 
us  to  have  been  in  his  position— his  crime,  in  accepting  command, 
lending  his  name,  and  associating  with  those  blood-thirsty  and  un- 
principled savages  who  were  placed  under  his  orders.  Their  stains, 
neither  time  nor  charity  can  remove.  But  does  it  not  attach  with 
tenfold  decpci  crimson  to  the  Government  under  whose  adiiiiuistra- 
tion  such  inhuman  agents  were  directed  to  be  employed?  We  have 
some  reason  to  believe  that  many  years  after  the  war,  the  Govern- 
ment of  Great  Britain  having  withheld  from  Butler  some  token  of 
honour,  or  expected  emolument,  otherwise  his  due,  on  account  of  his 
alleged  treachery  and  cruelty,  he  sent  a  confidential  agent  to  Wyo- 
ming to  obtain  certificates  of  the  true  state  of  the  facts;  in  which  he 
succeeded.  That  he  was  r^rded  as  respectable,  independent  of 
his  commission  as  a  British  officer,  is  shown  from  the  fact,  that  the 
American  commissioners  appointed  to  treat  with  the  Six  Nations, 
under  Washington's  administration,  (in  1795,)  accepted  an  invita- 
tion from  Col.  Butler,  crossed  the  line,  and  dined  with  him.* 

With  Butler,  a  large  portion  o(  tlie  Indians  wiihdrewj  and  their 
march  presented  a  picture  at  once  melanclioly  and  ludicious. 
Squaws  to  a  considerable  number,  brougfit  up  t\\e  rear,  a  belt  of 
scalps  stretched  on  small  hoops,  around  the  waist  for  a  girdle,  having 
on,  some  four,  some  six,  and  even  more,  dresses  of  chintz  or  silk,  one 
over  the  other;  being  mounted  astride  on  horses,  of  course  all  stolen, 
and  on  their  heads  three,  four,  or  five  bonnets,  one  within  another, 
worn  wrong  side  before. 

One  prisoner  taken  at  Exeter  the  1st  of  July,  when  the  Hardings 
and  Hadsels  were  massacred,  as  we  leave  the  battle  ground,  de- 

*  The  JecpcKi  stain  on  the  ehaneter  <^  Batter,  next  to  his  taking  the  command  of  mwIi 
a  horde  of  mcrcilciss  and  ungOTcrnablt*  wretches,  ariften  out  of  the  fact  that  but  two  prisoners 
were  laken,  and  Mvcd  at  the  liuie  of  the  battle.  With  his  owti  regime rst  of  R;»njpr?i  nnil 
Q»  (ietachruent  of  Sir  John  Johnaon'a  Greeas,  not  including  the  tonca  whujuiucU  hw  army, 
lie  must  have  had  eeveral  biwdfed  whila  men  under  hie  eooHDeMi,  no  incooiidembte  noBk^ 
ber  diaciplined  eoMien.  Tbeee^  beyond  ell  doubt,  were  the  unnwdiale  eemmto  of  hb  will. 
The!  Ihey  took  no  poit  in  tbe  fNurndt  of  Cho  fugitivoi^  ie  not  fi>r  a  moment  10  be  imagined. 
It  would  seem,  of  cooia^  that  they  must  have  participated  in  the  eroettiec  which  followed  the 
flight;  the  refusal  to  give  quarter  to  a  yielding  foe,  or  the  subw^ucnt  murder  of  prisoners 
who  had  surrendered  !  "NVhatever  may  Ihj  aaid  of  the  ungovernaUle  character  of  the  Indians, 
foe  the  conduct  of  his  own  regulariy  enlisted  and  duapiined  soklien,  he  wai^  uiKiucaliunably 
reeponaible. 
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mands  r>ur  spprial  notice.  Mr.  John  Gardinrr  was  a  husband  and 
father,  a  highly  respectable  man,  against  whom,  sotnc  unappeasable 
spirit  of  enmity  is  suppoied  to  have  existed.  On  the  morning  of  the 
4th  his  wife  and  children  were  perraitted  to  seet  and  take  leave  of 
hioi.  Eliaba  Harding»  Esq.,  then  a  bof*  vrta  preBent,  and  representi 
tile  Msene  as  extremely  afiectiqg.  When  the  last  adieu  was  QQDchang* 
ed,  an  Indian  placed  a  grieToui  load  on  his  Bboalders,  which  be 
oouM  fcai eely  rain,  then  pot  a  halter  roond  hie  neckt  and  led  hfan 
olTae  he  would  a  beast.  The  farewell  expressed  the  sentiment; 
go  to  return  no  more."  Exhausted  with  fatigue  before  he  arrived 
at  his  captor's  home,  he  fell,  crushed  by  the  weight  of  his  load,  when 
he  was  handed  over  to  the  squaws,  who  tortured  him  to  death  by 
fire.  Daniel  Carr,  a  fellow  prisoner,  saw  the  remains  the  foHowing 
day,  and  represented  it  as  a  sight  to  awaken  the  deepest  pity. 

The  savages  remaining,  now  freed  from  the  slight  restraint  the 
presence  of  their  white  allies  imposed,  gave  themselves  to  the  wildest 
disorder.  Separating  in  parties  of  from  five  to  ten,  they  scattered 
through  the  Valley,  marking  their  course  as  if  in  sheer  wantonness, 
with  fire.  After  stripping  a  house  of  every  thing  fancied,  they 
would  either  leave,  or  set  fire  to  it,  as  whim  or  caprice  seemed  to 
dictate.  Soch  was  their  joyous  exultation,  they  hardly  knew  how 
to  give  it  expression.  Constant  Searle,  Esq.,  the  most  aijcd  man 
who  wont  to  the  field,  had  fallen  among  the  rest.  An  In'lian  wa? 
^ecfi  on  horseback,  wrai  ing  his  wig  hind  side  before,  while  his  com- 
[Kinions  would  frighten  the  animal,  or  prick  hini  with  a  spear,  laugh< 
ing  to  see  him  tall. 

From  the  farm  of  an  aged  man  by  the  name  of  Weeks,  in  Wilkes- 
faarre,  originally  from  Fairfield  county,  seven  persons  had  gone  oot 
to  battle,  (so  imperious,  so  irresistible  were  demands  for  men,  even 
to  make  up  the  three  hundred.)  Philip,  Jonathan,  and  Bartholomew 
Weeks,  his  sons— Silas  Benedict,  who  married  a  grand-daughter, 
Jabex  Beers,  and  Josiah  Carman,  relatives,  and  Robert  Bates,  a 
boarder.  Horrible  slaughter!  The  whole  seven  lay  dead  on  the 
field  at  night !  A  band  of  Indians  came  to  the  house  of  Mr.  Weeks, 
ami  bade  hiiii  rc  move.  "  How  can  I,"  said  he,  "  my  whole  family 
you  have  slain."  Gt  iting  provisions,  they  ^t•a^k'd  heartily,  wlien  on€ 
of  them  wheeled  a  large  flm  kin^  rhair  into  the  mad,  lo 'k  ihe  hat 
from  the  old  gentleman,  and  puitmg  it  on  his  own  head,  sat  down, 
and  rocked  himself  Allowing  him  to  take  a  pair  of  oxen,  they  gave 
Mr.  Weeks  three  days  to  prepare  for  his  departure,  when  they  set 
fire  to  the  buildings,  and  destroyed  all  that  was  left. 
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The  terms  of  capitulation  being  known,  and  regarded  as  favorable, 
the  lives  of  the  garrison  haviDg  been  spared,  and  the  Savages  thus 
far  fleemiog  Mtisfied  with  plunder  and  burning,  hope  of  life  dawned, 
for  a  momeiitt  apoo  those  that  remained ;  but  almost  immediately  tlie 
cheering  ray  was  extioguished  in  blood. 

News  came  down  from  the  Lackawanna,  that  Mr*  Htekman,  bis 
wife  and  child»  were  murdered  at  Capoose.  The  Tery  next  day  two 
mOt  by  the  name  of  Leach  and  St.  John,  who  were  remoTiDg  with 
their  families,  were  shot  sis  miles  up  the  lAckawanna.  One  of  them 
had  a  child  in  his  arms,  which,  with  strange  inconsistency,  the 
Indian  took  up,  and  handed  to  the  mother,  all  covered  witli  the 
father's  bl<3od.  Leaving  the  women  in  the  wagon  unhurt,  they  look 
the  scalps  of  their  husbands,  and  deparii  d.  A^^ain,  alarm  arose  to 
phrenzy.  Coi*  Denisoo,  with  ail  who  had  k  mained  at  Forty  Fort, 
fled ;  some  down  the  river  and  some  through  the  swamp.* 

Except  a  few  who  gathered  about  the  fort  at  Wilkesbarre,  the 
whole  people  abandoned  the  settlement.  E?ery  house  and  bam,  not 
spared  by  caprice,  was  bnmt.  The  Valley  presented  one  wide  scene 
of  conflagration  and  ruin. 

Col.  Z.  Butler,  as  soon  as  possiUe,  wrote  a  hasty  letter  to  General 
Wash  111: ton,  stating  briefly  the  fate  of  the  day,  and  soliciting  suc- 
cour, thai  if  possible,  a  portion  of  the  harvest  might  be  preserved. 

Joining  Capt.  Spalding,  early  in  August,  he  returned  to  Wyo- 
ming.f  A  new  stockade  was  erected  in  Wilkesbarre,  aud  put  in  the 
best  posture  of  defence.  So  sustained,  a  luunbcr  of  persons,  whose 
families  had  ded,  returned  in  the  hope  to  save  a  portion  o(  the  wast- 
ing harvest,  which  had  escaped  destruction.  John  Abbott,  who  had 
been  in  the  battle,  and  Isaac  Williamsr,  a  young  man,  in  attempting 

*  Throuigh  malice  or  iniH|^velimiiioa,  fakne  wa«  attemptod  to  Iw  eatt  oa  Coi.  Drniaon 

anJ  the  peoph*,  for  toking  uj)  nrin<*  ntjnin  Sun  ly  they  wer*>  n  leascd  from  fvery  oMigution 
of  peace  or  neutrality,  by  tUe  tlograut  ami  waotuu  violation  of  all  the  provinoiM  of  the  cap* 
itulation. 

t  CapL  Spaltling  was  al  Sbupfs',  half  way  between  the  Pocoim  :imJ  Blue  mountains, 
near  fifty  milM  froin  Wyoming,  on  the  day  of  the  battle.  Marching  early  on  the  4tb,  he  ad- 
vanced thirteen  miles  to  where  the  gate  ia  now  Itept  Here  he  met  Mr  HoUenbaek  ami  Mr. 
Ilageroan,  the  first  fugiiivt-g,  ami  learned  the  fate  of  the  day.  Pualiing  forward,  he  caoie  to  the 
Bear  Swamp,  within  twelve  ntiles  of  Wilkeabarre,  wliich  lu*  was  unxiouH  to  reacli.  Healing 
lii«  rompany,  wlio  had  marcfinl  thirty  ntilrf*  t!inAi;^1i  iiifM!«>r;il>!<^  road«,  tic  «ent  two  men  6ir- 
ward  to  rf'cnnnoiler.  From  llie  mount 'tin,  tl»«\v  saw  |f\e  (liinc!'  ri^iii;;^  in  all  direr!  ionn.  confirm- 
ing  the  taautnents  of  the  retreating  inbabitauUs,  timt  liw  V'ulley  wjh  fuiiri-l)  in  (Hi>»»ct»ion  of 
Ihaenetny.  Vietory,  with aatngle company,  being  hopclrs«i,  Copt.  Spaldin;;  returno J,  render- 
ing lU  the  nid  in  bia  .pawer,  lo  the  diatrraaad.  Taltii^  up  n  poaitioii  ai  SimMUxiig,  he 
wtM  ll»  anleM  of  C«L  Bullar. 
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to  harvest  their  whcnt  on  Jacob's  plains,  were  waylaid  and  both 
shot  and  scalped.  The  widuw  of  Mr.  AbboU,  who  had  fled  to  Cal- 
tawissa,  with  nine  children,  (their  house  and  barn  havin^r  i„Ta  l/umt^ 
and  all  their  property  destroyed,)  set  out  on  foot,  a  juurncy  of  near 
three  hundred  miles,  and  begged  their  way  home  U>  Uaiapuxii 
in  Wyndham  county. 

/  About  tbia  timet  three  Indians  took  prisoners  on  the  Lackawanii 
/  Imwc  Trippf  Esq.,  the  elder ;  Isaac  Tripp,  bis  grandson,  and  M 
1  young  men,  by  the  names  of  Keys  and  Hocksey.  The  old  geotle- 
/  man  they  painted  and  dismissed,  but  hurried  the  others  iato  ihs 
forest,  (now  Abington,)  above  Leggett's  €rap,  on  the  warriors  pitb 
to  Oquago.  Resting  one  night,  they  rose  next  morning  and  trstel- 
ed  about  two  miles,  when  they  slopped  at  a  little  stream  of  waler. 
The  two  young  Indians  then  took  Keys  and  liuckscy  some  distance 
from  tiie  path,  and  were  absent  half  an  hour,  the  old  Indian  looking 
anxiously  the  way  they  had  gone.  Presently,  the  death-whoop  m8« 
heard,  and  the  Indians  returned  brandishing  bloody  tomahawks  aiid 
exhibiting  the  scalps  of  their  victims.  Tripp's  hat  was  taken  frunttf 
head,  and  his  scalp  examined  twice,  the  Savages  speaking  earnedl^ 
when  at  length  they  told  him  to  fear  nothing,  he  should  not  be  hort, 
and  carried  htm  off  as  a  prisoner.  Luke  S  wetland  and  Joseph  Blaoek> 
ard  were  taken  prisoners,  near  Nanticoke,  on  the  24th  of  Augsilf 
and  carried  away  captives  to  the  Indian  country. 

Surrounded  by  murderous  parlies,  a  vciy  small  portion  of  the 
grain  could  be  preserved.  Col.  Hartley,  of  the  Pennsylvania  line, 
was  now  ordered  to  join  Col.  Butler,  nnd  tljiis  strengtliened,  actiw 
offensive  measures  were  instantly  adopted,  to  hunt  out  and  repti  tin 
Indians.  Having  pitched  their  lodges  on  the  fiats,  at  Sbeshequm, 
within  Westmoreland  town,  an  expedition  was  set  on  foot,  to  break 
up  their  settlement.  A  detachment  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  nxs 
marched  on  the  Bth  of  September,  to  the  West  Branch,  and  theme  M 
Sheshequin.  On  the  S9th  a  battle  ensued.  Several  Indians  ««m 
known  to  be  killed,  as  their  bodies  were  left  on  the  field,  and  it  »ai 
not  doubted  that  a  number  more  were  slain.  Two  or  three  of 
Hartley's  men  were  killed  and  several  wounded.  The  Indian  set* 
llement  was  broken  up,  and  besides  cattle  and  horses  recovered,  a 
considerable  porhuii  ot"  j)Uinder*  was  taken.  Col,  Hartley,  in  gene- 
ral orders,  at  camp  Westmoreland,  Oct.  3d,  1778,  not  only  expre^ 

* 

*  8o  inmMlly  wm  lli««a|»Mm,  plumUr^  wsd  it  tlMt  Cidm^  ht  pmpciiy  Itkes  feia 
•a  «MBj,  thtt  iMtdofi  iu 
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his  s.itisfactton,  generally,  "with  the  troops,  "during  a  tiresome  and 
daDgerous  raarcli,  atnitlsl  hungtir— tlie  wading  of  rivers  at  inuinitjiht, 
where  not  a  complaint  was  heard,"  hot  aHds,  "  In  short,  iIk;  whole 
detaclimcnt,  with  very  few  exceptions,  have  acquitted  themselves 
with  the  highest  reputation,  and  Ibey  have  the  satiifiu^ion  to  know 
they  have  saved  the  lives  of  iiiaDy»  aod  served  their  country."  The 
Colofiel  particttlarly  complinients  **  Capt.  Franklin,  and  the  Wyo- 
■ing  vokoteen.**  Serjeants  Allison  aod  Tbornbnry  were  raised 
to  the  rank  of  ensigns,  in  Col.  Hartley's  regiment,  for  their  distill 
gaished  bravery  in  action.  On  tlie  same  day,  hard  Batler  vras 
officially  announced  as  Quarter-Master  at  this  post — to  be  obeyed 
as  such  r  a  son,  then  a  youth,  of  Cul.  Z.  Builer.  His  naaie  will 
frequently  occur  in  these  annals. 

The  middle  of  October  had  come  and  passed,  and  the  dead  yet  lay 
on  the  ticid,  unburied.  Before  the  autumn  frosts  it  had  been  impos- 
sible to  perform  the  mournful  duty. 

««Camp  Westmoreland,  Oct  21, Ordered,  That  there  be 
a  party,  eonsbting  of  a  lienlenant,  two  seijeants,  two  corporals,  and 
twenty-five  men,  to  parade  to*morrow  momtng,  with  arms,  as  a 
guard  to  those  ifffao  will  go  to  bury  the  remains  of  the  man  who  were 
killed  at  the  late  battle,  at  and  near  the  place  called  Wintermoot's  j/ 
Pert."  On  the  28d  of  October,  therefore,  the  bodies  were  collected— 
a  large  hole  dug,  in  which  they  were  thrown,  constant  alarm  from 
the  ctiemy  preventing  a  more  ceremonious  or  respectful  infiumaiion. 

But  few  could  be  recognised.  Two  brothers  of  the  Ross  fanuly 
had  fallen — Lieut.  Perrin,  aged  thirty-one,  and  Jeremiah,  nineteen. 
The  former  was  known  by  a  ring  he  wore.  Reserving  for  a  chapter 
of  personal  narrative,  a  more  particular  account  of  many  who  fell, 
we  may  bete  observe,  to  give  the  reader  an  impressioil  M  the  sacrl- 
fioea  families  were  obliged  to  make — that  there  weie  more  thaa 
twenty  who  lost  two  in  the  battle  i  in  several  instanees  father  and 
■on.  The  slauglilar  in  Mr*  Weeks'  family,  of  seven,  we  have 
reeorded,— Andcnon  Dana  and  Mr.  Wbiton,  his  newly  married  son- 
in-law  ;  old  Mr.  Searle,  aad  Capt.  Hewitt,  his  son-in-law,  and  two 
of  Mr.  Bullock's  sons,  have  been  mentioned.  Of  the  Inman  family, 
three  lost  their  lives,  (and  one  was  bubse4uciitiy  murdered).  Three 
of  the  Coreys  fell.  The  Gores  suffered  most  pitiably.  Seven — 
five  sons,  and  two  8<Mi8-in-law,  of  Obadiah  Gore,  Esq.,  were  in  the 
battle,  namely  : — Daniel,  Samuel,  Asa,  George,  and  Silas. — The  sons- 
il^law  weie  Timothy  Fierce  and  John  Murfee.  At  night,  three  of 
the  sons,  and  the  two  sops  in  law  lay  on  the  field,  tawml  eeeaped 
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nahurt,  Dtniri  wilk  hit  kUl  ann  shattered.  Another  fon^  Ueat 
Obailwh  Gore»  wm  tlm  away  with  the  main  line  of  tba  annj. 

The  following  w  a  list  of  the  killed,  ao  iar  aa  the  peraona  coold  be 
tecolleeted.  Fhibably  thm  might  have  been  twenty  or  thirty  bmk 
wboee  names  were  not  remembered* 


Lieat.  Col.  George  Dorrance*       Miyor  John  Garrett. 


Robert  Durkee, 
Dethick  Hcwitt« 
Aholiab  Buck, 
VITm*  McKarrieant 
Samuel  Ramom, 

Jamei  Wellee, 

Timothy  Pierce, 
Flavius  Waterman, 
Aaron  Gay  lord, 
Lazarus  Stewart,  Jr., 


Jumes  Bidiack,  Jr., 
Asaph  Whittleiey, 
Reiin  Geer» 
Laaaroa  Stewart. 


Berrin  Ross, 

Asa  Stephens, 
Elijah  Shoemaker, 
Stoddard  j^owen, 
A.  Atherton. 


Asa  Gore, 
William  While, 
Silaa  Goreb 

Cbristoplier  Afory, 
Jabes  Atherton, 
—  Acke, 
A.  Benedict, 
Jabez  Beers, 
Elisha  Bi;isbcc. 
Thomas  Brown, 
Aam  Bullock, 
Asa  BaUoefc, 
John  Brown, 
David  Bigibee, 
John  Boyd, 
JovepbBudd, 
WiUliMBiiek, 


Jeremiah  Bigford, 
Titos  Hinnaii. 


Samuel  Bigfbid, 

Henry  Bush, 
Samuel  Carey, 
Samuel  Cole, 
Joseph  Crocker, 
John  Cortright, 
John  CaldwelU 
Joeiah  CaoMnon, 
Robert  CooHtookt 
Kingpley  Comeloek, 
Samuel  Crooker, 
William  Coffrin, 
Joel  Chnrah» 
Joseph  Corey, 
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Jtmes  CofTrrn, 
Christopher  Cortright, 
Jenks  Corey 
Ruius  Corey, 
Anson  Corey, 
Anderson  Dana» 

 Du  teller, 

Jabez  Darling 
Williain  Doim^ 
IXDeoton, 
Levi  Dqiui, 
James  Divine, 
George  Downinsr, 
Conrad  Davenport, 
Thomas  Fuller, 
St€»ph(  n  Fuller, 
Elisha  Fish, 
Eliphalet  Folet, 
Benjamin  Finch^ 
Daniel  Finch, 
John  Fioeb, 
Conielius  Fitehet, 
Thomas  Foien, 
John  Franklin, 
Georce  Gore, 
Silas  Gore, 
Samuel  Hutchinson, 
James  Hopkins, 
Silas  Harvey, 
William  Hammer, 
Levi  Hiok% 
Joha  Hutehins, 
Cypfean  Htbbard, 
Nathaniel  Hoifanit 
Benjamin  Hatch, 
Elijah  Inroan, 
Israel  In  man, 
Robert  Mel n tire, 
Samuel  Jackson, 
Boberi  JamesoD, 


Joseph  Jennings, 
Henry  Johnson, 
Francis  Lepard, 
Daniel  Lawrence, 
Josh.  Landoo, 
Conrad  Lowe, 
Jacob  Lowe, 
Jamee  Lock, 
William  Lawrence, 
A«  Meeleman, 
O.  McCartee, 
Job  Marshall, 
Nicholas  Manvil, 
John  Murphy, 
Nero  Matthewsoo, 
Andrew  Millard, 
Thomas  Neil, 
Joseph  Ogden, 
J.  Otis, 
AboiJPklmer, 
William  Ptarfcer, 
Noah  Fetttbooe,  Jr., 
John  Pierce, 
Silas  Parke, 
Henry  Pensil, 
Elius  Roberts, 
Elisha  Richards, 
Timothy  Ro«»e. 
Christoplter  Reynolds, 
Enoa  Rockway, 
Jeremiah  Ross, 
Joseph  Staples, 
Reuben  Staples, 
Aaron  Starle, 
Daniel  Stark, 
Darius  Spaffbrd, 
Joseph  Shaw, 
Abram  Shaw, 
Rufus  Stevens, 
Constant  Searlss, 
Nailer  Swede, 
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James  Stevenson, 
James  Spencer, 
Levi  Spenoer, 
Eleazer  Sprague, 
Jofliah  Spencer, 
Able  Seeley, 
Ichabod  TuUle, 
John  Vanme, 
Abrata  Tangorder, 
James  Wigton, 
Peter  Wheeler, 
Jonathan  Weeks, 
Phiiip  Weekff 


Bartholomew  Weeks, 
Rufus  Williams, 
EHhu  Williams,  Jr., 
Parker  Wilson, 
Azibah  Williams, 
John  Wilson, 
John  Ward, 
Esen  Wilcox, 
Stephen  Whiton, 
Bliha  Waters, 
John  Williams, 
Wm.  Woodward, 
Oziati  Yale. 


From  the  reeorAi  at  Hartford,  was  obtainsd  Uw  Mo^mg  list  of 

Officers  in  the  Militia,  whose  commissions  were  *'  eUMiMhed**  by  the 
Assembly,  in  October  1775.  At  the  lime  of  the  battle,  most  of  them 
held  difl'erent  commissions.  How  dreaiirul  the  slaughter  must  have 
been,  may  be  inferred  from  the  heavy  loss  among  the  officers.  The 
company  that  lost  none,  was  not  present  in  the  battle. 


October  1775^-34111  Regiment  rf 

1st  Company, 
Capt.  Stephen  Fuller, 
Lieut.  John  Garrett,* 
Knsign  Christopher  Avery.* 

fid  Company. 
Capt.  Nathaniel  Landoa, 

Lieut,  (yeorge  Dorrance,* 
EnfiigD  Asahcl  Buck,* 

3<f  Company, 
Capt.  Samuel  Rans6m,* 
Lieut  Ferrin  Roes,** 
Ensign  Asaph  Whittlesey,'* 


Ath  Company, 
Capt.  Solomon  Strong, 
Lieut.  Jonathan  Parker, 
Ensign  Timothy  Keys. 

Capt.  Wm.  ^SSmiiMH* 

Lieut.  Lazarus  Stewartf* 

Ensign  Silas  Gore.* 

6M  Companif* 
Capt  Rezin  Geer,* 
Lient  Daniel  Ge#e^  (aimwrfrf) 
Ensign  Matlftiias  HolfoiibaeL 


Thoie  marked  with  aa  asterisk  [ •  ]  were  UM;  an  that  «f 

lifleM,  eleven 


All  the  early  historians,  who  have  related  the  massacre,  stated 
that  the  houses  of  tor ies  left,  looked  like  islands  in  a  sea  of  fira» 
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an  errcr  too  important  to  remain  uncontradicted.  Below  Winter- 
moot's,  near  the  head  of  the  Valley,  it  is  not  known  that  there  was 
a  single  tory  house  or  family.  Individuals,  labouring  men,  or  hun- 
ters, there  were  a  few,  probably  mingling  with  the  inhabitants  from 
fiolioy.  Above  Wiatermoot's,  extending  to  Wyal using,  the  tory 
fiunilies  were  scftttarttdf  Iheir  aettlements  being  leceol,  boldi^f 
b«l  a  pftrtiol  iiiteipoane»  no  sympathy  ezittiog  between  them  and 
thn  Gonoeetioit  inhabitants.  On  acardul  eiainiaatton  of  a  list  fount 
among  the  papers  of  CoL  Butleri  containing  sixty-one  names,  three 
only  are  from  New  England.  The  names  are  of  a  different  people. 
Wintermoots,  Larraways,  Van  Alstines,  Secords,  etc.,  from  the 
Mohawk,  Kinderhook,  Minnisink,  and  West  Chester,  New  York. 
There  is  good  reason  to  believe,  on  the  breaking  out  of  hostilities 
with  Great  Britain,  that  her  comprehensive  policy,  which,  while  with 
gigantic  grasp  it  embraced  great  interests,  yet  allowed  nothing,  how- 
arer  eomparatively  trivial  or  minute,  to  escape  attention,  fore- 
seeing  the  necessity  of  cutting  off  all  friendly  communication  ktetween 
tha  mlous  whig  people  of  Wyoming  and  the  Indians*  and  with 
yfmm  to  ullsnor  nwasares,  caused  these  tory  &niilies  to  remove^  and 
taike  up  the  position  they  held.  Gordon  says :  **  An  unusual  nundier 
af  atrangers  had  cone  among  them  under  Tarious  pfatenees."  Cer- 
tainly there  was  no  disposition  of  the  same  number  of  most  devoted 
partisans,  that  could  have  enabled  them  to  render  so  much  service. 
But  this  matter  has  been  adverted  to  before. 

Soon  after  Col.  Hartley's  return  from  the  successful  expedition  just 
related,  he  was  recalled  from  Wyoming,  and  a  garrison  left  of  about  an 
hundred  men,  including  Captain  Spalding,  and  Captain  Morrisoa's 
Companiest  and  Captain  Franklin's  Wyominir  Volunteers,  consistii^ 
of  all  the  militia,  who  had  returned  to  the  YaUey.  Armed  parties 
laboured  in  the  fields,  the  necessity  of  sowing,  though  late,  as  noeh 
grain  as  possible,  being  apparent* 

•  ['ir.  -  n  vi  nrs  atlrr  ilir  battle,  n  number  of  Indians,  BmoTifr  whom  wpn»  !»<»vcral  chiefs  of 
dttUacUuu,  poaacU  througU  Wyoming,  on  thoir  way  to  Phila<i«l)»liia,  oti  baaineM  with  the 
QovenuMOt  A^Yprebeading  danger,  they  tent  word  to  WUkestMurre,  and  an  escort  of  rr- 
•pMtahb  dliMiis  larned  ool  to  aoeoosfMiiy  Iboai  into  iIm  toirn.  In  the  «r0Dlfiff  a  eoand 
iVM  btld,  in  the  Court  Roum,  when  motually  ptdfie •MtruiCM  mn  gnm.  It  m  not  ioipn- 
ik^  eoQMd«ring  their  cniel^oikhieldiiriqgthe  war,  that  the  ladiaiii  entertainetl  fearalbr their 
nfety.  On  thrir  rrturn,  passing  on  the  opposite  of  tho  riv»>r  from  thr  hr.ttlc  jjrounc!, 
the  old  braves  »howi?il  much  excitement,  t  tlking  ami  gt*stirutating,  with  great  iTnitha^ia  and 
tfiirit,  M  they  seemed  to  be  pointing  uutto  the  younger  savage  the  position,  and  tncidenis  ot 
the«oiiSict.  ImetltedJMkelelWiehiiistoiiiAiatTMSkUiditmtolewlhiBtolilkof 
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Following  almost  immediately  on  the  footsteps  of  Hartley'*  BMMIi 
bands  of  marauding  Indians  again  made  their  appearance.  Sar^ 
rounded  as  Wyoming  is  by  mountains,  whereon  broken  ledges  of 
rorks  afford  innuim  ruble  places  of  shelter,  parties  wowld  lie  con- 
cealed, reconnoiter,  and  suddenly  striking  a  blow,  retire  to  tbeir 
liidiiig  places,  where  it  was  impossible  to  trace  them. 
:  On  the  2d  of  October,  four  of  Captain  Morrisoo's  men  were  attttdt* 
jed  on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  three  of  whom  were  killed,  and  oae 

(escaped.  Monotonous  and  melancholy,  as  tlie  record  may  appear, 
ditty  bids  us  to  follow  it  out  Oct  14th«— William  Jameson,  ratiiiiH 
!  ing  home  from  Wilkesbarre,  was  shot  near  where  the  canal  erases 
the  road  below  Careytown.  Being  wounded  be  fell  from  the  boree, 
and  tUtcfiiptcd  logam  die  w  xxls,  but  was  pursued,  tomahawked  and 
scalped.  A  valuable  yoiinsr  man  in  the  prime  of  life,  being  twenty- 
six  years  of  age.  He  had  been  in  the  battle,  and  escaped,  and  bis 
scalp  was  thereture  a  doubly  valuable  pj  i/.p  to  the  Indians. 

November  7. — Mr.  John  Perkins  was  killed  in  Plymouth  ;  a  victim 
also,  niK)st  gratifying  to  the  revengeful  savage,  as  Mr.  Perkins  had  a 
son  in  Spalding's  Independent  Company.  William  Jackson,  and  Mr. 
Lester,  .taken  Irom  the  mill  at  Nantiooke,  were  marched  three  miles 
up  into  Hanover,  and  then  shot  down.  An  aged  man,  spoken  of 
as  old  Mr.  Hageman,**  a  prisoner,  escaped  with  six  wounds,  and 
survlTed,  although  the  food  he  took  oosed  from  a  spear  wound  in  his 
side.  November  9th. — Captain  Carr  and  Philip  (>oss,  in  atteoipting 
to  fly  in  a  canoe,  were  shot  below  Wapwallopen,  and  lefk ;  the  latter 
dead,  llic  other  dying  on  the  shore.  Robert  Alexander  and  Amos 
Parker,  were  about  the  same  time  found  murdered  in  the  lower  part 
9f  the  Valley. 

Late  in  the  fall,  Isaac  liiinan  was  murdered  in  liauovcr.  We  have 
stated  the  gallant  array  of  determined  men  that  family  presented  on 
the  day  of  battle ;  and  the  shot  of  Israel,  laying  an  Indian  dea4 
thereby  saving  the  life  of  a  neighbour  closely  pursued,  and  nearly  ex- 
liausted.  The  sweet  hour  of  revenge  had  now  come.  Isaac  wM  be 
was  snre  he  heard  wild-turkeys;  be  would  take  his  rifle,  and  tiy  In 
get  one.  This  was  in  the  afternoon.  Not  long  after  a  gun  was 
heard,  but  Isaac  did  not  return.  A  heavy  snow  fell  that  night,  and 
lay  till  Spring,  when  hb  body  was  found,  shot,  scalped,  and  a  war 
club  by  bis  side,  by  its  marks  indicauii<^  the  tribe  that  had  dune  the 
deeti. 

Even  a  more  distressing  traL'cdv  than  we  have  recorded,  was 
enacted  near  Xvescopeck,  on  the  11^ th.  A  whole  family  were  butch^ 
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«d— JoliB  Utiey,  BKtba  ITtley,  and  INah  Utiey,  wre  attaoM. 
The  two  fini  were  sfaot  dowo»  and  flf»ii  despatched.  Biah,  the 
youngest,  Bed  to  the  river,  and  swam  over  to  liie  west  side,  (near 
Bieach  Grove,)  but  an  Indian  had  crossed  before  htm  in  a  canoe, 

-  and  struck  him  wilh  a  tomahawk  as  lie  icached  the  shore.  He 
plead  for  his  hie,  but  there  was  no  mercy  shown.  The  savages  then 
entered  the  house,  and  havin<T  murdered  and  sca!ped  the  aged 
mother,  placed  her  as  la  sport,  in  a  cimir,  and  so  left  her.  The  Ut- 
iey  family  were  from  the  east  side  of  the  Connecticut  river,  in  Hart' 
fad  county.  An  eye  witness  of  the  scene  that  was  presented  the 
nest  morning,  represents  the  remains  of  the  slaughtered  sons,  and  the 
ghastly  appearance  of  the  mother,  as  enough  to  awaken  horror  and 
pity  in  a  breast  of  marble. 

Jonathan  Slocum,  a  man  with  a  large  family,  a  member  of 
Frioid's  Society,  had  always  been  with  characteristic  benevolence, 
kind  lu  the  Indians.  At  lirst  the  savages  left  him  unmolested,  but 
probably  learning  that  liis  son  Giles  was  in  the  battle,  the  family  were 
marked  for  vengeance.  A  respectable  neighbour,  Nathan  Kingsley, 
hnd  been  made  prisoner,  and  takLti  into  the  Indian  country,  leaving 
his  wife  and  two  sons  to  the  charity  of  the  la  igiibours.  Taking  them 
home,  Mr.  Siocum  bade  them  welcome,  until  Mr.  Kingsley  should  be 
liberated,  or  some  other  mode  of  subsistence  present.  On  the  2d  of 
Ifbvemberi  the  two  boys  being  engaged  grinding  a  knife,  a  rifle  shott 
and  cry  of  distress,  brought  Mrs.  Siocum  to  the  door,  where  dm 
beheld  an  Indian  scalping  Nathan,  the  eldest  lad,  fifteen  years  of  age, 
with  the  knife  he  had  been  sharpening.  Waving  her  back  with  his 
hand,  he  entered  the  house,  and  took  up  Ebenezer  Siocum,  a  little 
boy.  The  mother  stepped  up  to  the  savage,  and  reaching  for  the 
child,  said  :  "  He  can  do  you  no  good,  see,  he  is  lame."  With  a 
grim  smile,  f^iving  up  the  boy,  he  took  Frances  her  daughter,  aged 
about  five  years,  gently  in  his  arms,  and  seizing  the  younger  Kings- 
ley  by  the  hand,  hurried  away  to  the  mountains;  two  savages  wIm 
were  with  him,  taking  a  black  ^trl,  seventeen  years  old.*  This  wai 
within  an  hundred  rods  of  the  Wiifcesbarre  fort.  An  alarm  was  in- 
stantly given,  but  the  Indians  eluded  pursuit,  and  no  traces  of  thair 
rvtreat  could  be  found* 

The  cup  of  vengeance  was  not  yet  full.  December  16th,  (or  about 
forty  days,  allowing  time  for  the  war  party  to  go  to  the  Indian  country 
with  their  prisoners,  reel  uit  ihemselves,  and  relurii,)  Mi.  Siocum,  and 

*  The  coloured  girl  wnn  afterwardtt  seen  by  prWMien,  in  the  fiunitj  «f  CoL  John  Btttlrrp  tt 
2fiag«fm,  who  had  pordMuwd  her  of  the  IndMoe. 
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Imo  Tripp,  Esq.»  hii  ltlli8Mii-lftW,  ur  aged  tam       Wflliaa  8I»- 

youth  of  nmelmii,  or  tfventy,  were  fbdderii^  cattle  fiRom  a  sttdi 

in  the  meadow,  in  sight  of  the  fort,  w  hen  they  were  fired  upon  by  In- 
dians. Mr.  Slocum  was  shot  dead ;  Mr.  Tripji  ^\ ounded,  speared,  and 
tomahawked;  both  were  scalped.  Wiiliam,  wouaded  by  a  h\K:nt  ball 
in  the  heel,  escaped,  and  p^ave  the  alarm,  but  the  alert  and  wily  foe 
iMd  relreatad  to  their  hiding  place  in  the  mouDtaia.  This  deed,  bold 
as  it  was  cruel,  wat  perpetrated  within  the  town  plot,  io  tbe  nntwi 
of  wbioh  tbe  fort  was  loeated  Thus  in  little  laore  than  a  month* 
Mis.  Sbcum  had  loet  a  belovad  child,  carried  into  caficiTitjr;  tha 
ddorway  Imd  been  drenched  in  blood  by  the  nmrder  of  an  ioaMle 
if  the  tamily;  two  others  of  the  bousebold  had  been  taken  away 
|»risonen;  and  now,  her  husband  and  her  father  were  both  striekan 
down  to  the  grave,  murdered  and  mangled  by  merciless  Indians* 
Verily  the  annals  of  Indian  aiiocities,  writteu  io  blood >  record  lew 
instances  of  desolation  and  woe  to  equal  this. 

I  shall  make  no  ajmlogy  for  anticipating  more  than  half  a  century, 
in  my  narrative,  to  give  a  brief  account  of  the  lost  sister,  the  little 
aaptive,  Frances  Slocum,  so  that  the  whole  may  be  presented  in  one 
eonnected  chain.  The  widowed  mother  heard  nothing  from  bar 
abild.  Ftoaoe  came,  and  prisoners  returned,  but  no  one  had  seen»  or 
ooold  tell  aught  respectii^  her.  As  to  those  whom  she  knew  wave 
dead,  they  wore  at  rest ;  the  lamp  of  hope,  as  to  them,  had  caaaed  Io 
bam ;  and  she  bowed,  as  years  passed  away,  in  melancholy,  but  calm 
resignation,  for  those  who  could  not  return.  But  not  so  as  to  Fran- 
ces; she  might  survive.  Slie  did  live  the  cherished  object  of  inten- 
sest  love  in  the  imagination  of  her  fond  iiiollier,  rendered  teii-fold 
dearer  by  the  blighting  sorrows  that  rniRhed  her  house,  when  they 
were  parted.  Her  first  waking  thought  in  the  morning  was  for  her 
lost  one ;  her  last,  on  retiring  to  rest,  was  for  her  child,  her  lost 
child*  After  the  conclusion  of  peace,  and  intercourse  with  Canada 
.was  opanedt  two  of  her  brothan,  then  amongst  tbe  most  iateUigsat 
#pd  eatarprising  young  men  in  the  Valley,  led  by  their  own  aease 
of  propriety  and  aflection,  and  urged  by  a  mother's  learsi  detarmii- 
ed,  if  living,  to  find  Frances,  and  restore  her  to  home  and  Irieads. 
Connecting  business  with  their  search,  they  traversed  the  Indian 
settlements,  and  went  as  far  as  Niagara,  making  carctul  inquiries 
for  Frances.  The  Indians,  whom  they  saw,  and  inquired  of  in  great 
numbers,  did  not  know,  or  more  prol)ably  would  not  n-veal,  the  place 
of  her  location.  High  rewards,  sufficient  to  tempt  Indian  cupidity, 
were  o&red  in  vain,  and  the  brothers  came  to  tbe  conclusion  that 
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«lie*iMwt  Im  ted,  pniiably  ffaun  hf  her  umdkm  eipton;  4rt 
wrelyah^woiildliiiTobaeiiliBttrdvf;  loiiia  one  BMitt  have  amd  htr  I 

Still,  still,  the  tond  mother  saw  in  her  dreams  the  cheriahMi  object 
of  her  love.  Playful — siniling,  as  in  infancy,  she  appeared  before 
her.  Frances  was  rjot  ui  the  grave;  she  knew  she  was  not.  Her 
afflicted  soul  clung  to  the  idea  of  recovering  her  daughter,  as  the 
great  and  engrossing  object  of  life.  At  length  news  came.  A  \vo« 
mn  answering  to  the  description  mt  liMind,  and  claimed  to  be  the 
oUkl  of  Mrs*  SteaiB.  Abomi  the  proper  age*  she  had  been  tahas 
(away  capthna  when  very  yon^g;  haew  mot  her  pareati»  aor  tier  owa 
mmm,  bal  had  bean  carried  off  from  the  SaHiQehaiiiia  river.  Mpi» 
Moeani  tooh  her  hoBHdt  and  Ireaied  her  with  all  poitlUa  lenderaaH 
mmd  mm  Bat  tool  did  not  anewer  to  wml ;  the  ■piril  did  aot  tm^ 
pond  to  spirit ;  that  secret  and  mysterious  sympathy  whteh  oxilli 
between  a  mother  and  her  offspring,  did  not  draw  them  together. 
It  might  be  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Slocum  said,  but  it  did  not  seem  so 
to  her.  "Yet  the  woman  should  be  ever  welcome."  The  unfortu- 
nate person,  no  impostor,  an  orphan  indeed,  simple  and  upright  in 
intention,  felt  a  perMasion  in  her  own  mind  that  th^e  were  not  her 
lelations,  and  taking  presents,  voluntarily  retnnied  to  her  Indian 
friaade.  At  length  time  obliterated  the  lact  ray  of  hoft9»  and  Mm* 
8loeaBi»  at  an  admced  age»  demanded  to  the  grave. 

In  August,  1697,  ttky-nine  yean  after  the  eaptare»  a  letter  appear 
ad  in  the  Laneaeler  Intelligeaear,  written  by  G.  W.  Ewing,  of 
Logansport,  Indiana,  dated  January  20,  1885,  a  year  and  a  half 
previous,  stating: — "  There  is  now  living  near  this  place,  among  the 
Miami  tribe  of  Indians,  an  aged  white  woman,  who,  a  few  days  ago 
(old  me  that  she  was  taken  away  from  her  father's  house,  on,  or 
near  the  Susquehanna  river,  when  she  was  very  young.  She  says 
her  father's  name  was  Slocum ;  that  he  was  a  quaker,  and  wore  a 
iange  brimmed  hat;  that  he  lived  about  half  a  mile  from  a  town 
^rhere  there  waa  a  fert  She  has  twa  daiighton  living.  Her  hue* 
band  is  dead— she  is  old  and  feeble,  and  thinks  she  shall  not  Ikm 
lan^  These  coasideialimis  indnoed  her  to  give  the  present  history 
af  hersatf— whieh  she  never  would  befote,  foring  her  hmdred  wnald 
name  and  three  her  away.  She  has  lived  long,  and  happy  as  an 
Indian — is  very  respectable,  and  wealthy,  sober,  and  honest — Her 
name  is  without  reproach.** 

The  sensation  produced  by  this  letter  throuorhout  Wyoming,  can 
scarcely  be  imagined.  Is  it  Frances  1  Can  she  be  alive  l  How  won- 
detfaiP'  Nat  an  adia  hoar  was  kiat.  Her  btathsr,  Jos^  Hhmmn, 
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though  near  a  thousand  miles  intervened,  moved  by  alTcction,  a  sens* 
of  duty — and  the  known  wishes  of  a  hc  lovf^d  parent,  made  immediate 
preparations  for  a  journey.  Unitlni:^  willi  ins  younuer  brother,  Isaa*:, 
who  resides  in  Ohio,  they  hastened  to  Logansport,  \vhcrc  thfv  had 
the  good  fortune  to  meet  Mr.  Bwiog.  Frances,  who  resides  about 
a  dozen  miks  from  that  place,  was  soon  apprised  of  their  oomin^ 
While  hope  predominated,  doubt  and  uncertainty,  amoanting  almiMI 
to  jealeaay  or  raspicion,  oecopied  her  mind.  She  came  into  the 
Tillage  Miag  a  high-spirited  horse,  her  tm  daughters,  tattefirfisr 
dmsed  in  Indian  coetume,  acoompanying  her,  with  the  hosbaod  of 
one  of  them,  the  elite  among  Indian  beaux.  Her  mannen  wusa 
grave,  her  bearing  reserved ;  she  listened,  through  an  interpreter,  to 
what  they  had  lo  say.  But  night  approached.  Cauiious  and  pru- 
dent, she  rode  back  to  her  home,  promising  to  return  the  coming 
mo^^lJl(^^  At  the  appointed  hour  she  alighted  from  her  steed,  and 
met  them  with  something  more  of  frankness,  but  stiii  seemed  tlcsirous 
of  furtlicr  explanation.  It  was  evident  on  all  sides  they  were  almost 
prepared  for  the  recognition.  Mr.  Joseph  Slocum  at  length  said,  what 
he  had  so  far  purposely  kept  back,  that  their  sister,  at  play  in  their 
fitther'i  imith-shop  with  the  children,  had  received  a  Wow  on  the 
middle  ftiger  of  the  left  hand,  by  a  hanmier  on  the  anvil,  wfaiek 
crushed  the  bone,  and  the  mother  had  always  said  Uua  woaM  be  a 
teat  which  eould  not  be  mistaken.  Her  whole  counteoance  wac 
uiftaatly  lighted  up  with  smiles,  while  tears  ran  down  her  cheeks,  m 
she  held  wt  the  wounded  hand.  Every  lingering  doubt  was  dis» 
pelled.  Hope  was  merged  into  contidencc.  The  tender  embrace, 
the  welcome  recognition,  the  sacred,  tlio  cxultinir  alow  of  brotherly 
and  sisterly  affection,  filled  every  heart  present  to  overflowincr.  Her 
father  1  Her  dear,  dear  mother !  Did  she  yet  live  X  But  they  must 
long  since,  in  the  course  of  nature,  have  been  gathered  to  their  native 
dast.  H«  r  brothers  and  sisters?  The  slumbering  affections  aw%« 
keoed  to  life,  broke  forth  in  earnest  Inquiries  for  all  whom  the  shosM 
love. 

0he  then  related  the  leading  events  of  her  life.  Her  memoiy, 
extimely  lOBactous,  enabled  her  to  tell,  that,  on  being  taken,  her 

captors  hastened  to  a  rocky  cave  on  the  mountain,  where  MankMa 

and  a  bed  of  drii  tj  luaves,  showed  that  they  had  slepL  On  the 
journey  to  the  Tnciian  country  she  was  kimily  treated,  the  Indian 
carrying  her,  when  she  %vn9  weary,  in  his  arms.  She  was  ininiedi- 
ately  adopted  into  an  Indian  family,  and  brought  up  ns  their  duuiihtcr. 
hot  with  moie  than  oommoa  Icnderoets.   Young  Kii^siey,  wiio  was 
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located  near  them,  in  a  few  years  died.  About  the  time  slie  had 
gnmn  up  to  womaiiliood*  bolh  her  lodiio  parents,  whom  she  loved 
wd  moamed,  were  taken  away,  and  not  loog  afterwards,  she  mar- 
ned  a  youag  Chief  ef  the  Natioa,  and  removed  to  the  waters  of  the 
dHo.  Troaled  with  respect  and  ooofideace,  few  of  the  bardene 
women  in  the  savage  state  are  compelled  to  bear»  were  imposed  upon 
her ;  and  she  was  so  happy  in  her  fiuntly  and  connexions,  that  the 
idea  of  being  found,  and  returned  to  li?e  whh  the  white  people,  was 
dreaded  as  the  greatest  evil  that  could  bufiiU  her.  On  the  death  of 
her  Chief,  she  married  her  last  husband,  but  has  been  a  widow  for 
many  years.  After  statinof,  thou^^h  with  much  more  minuteness,  the 
principal  events  of  her  life,  with  great  soiemnitj'  '^hc  raised  her  hand, 
and  looking  up,  said : — **  AU  this  is  true  as  that  there  is  a  God  (or 
Great  Spirit),  in  the  Heavens.** 

It  is  evideat  from  her  wealth,  the  extreme  attachment  to  her 
peoplof  and  node  of  life,  connected  with  the  strength  of  mind  and 
■nmory  displayed,  that  Frances  Blocam  must  have  been  a  Queen 
aflDong  them.  Doubtless  her  superior  understanding  gave  great  in* 
imnco,and  led  to  a  iattering  deference  to  her  opinions  every  where, 
in  aavage  or  civilized  society,  so  agreeable.  All  possible  pains  had 
tlierelbre  been  takerj  lu  roiider  life  pl(  a.^ant  to  her;  and  doubtless  to 
imbue  her  mind  with  fear  and  dislike  oi  the  whites,  so  thai  she  would 
Dot  tiifiko  known  her  name,  and  earnestly  desired,  when  prisoners 
were  in<juired  for,  that  she  might  not  be  betrayed,  deeming  a  return, 
not  a  blessing  to  be  desired^  but  a  calamity  to  be  deplored.  Un- 
donbtedly  too,  her  strong  sense  told  her,  not  by  any  process  of 
reasoning,  bat  by  intuitive  perception,  that  however  much  a  mother's 
heart  ought  yearn  Ibr  the  lost  child,  that  child  could  only  return  so 
ehanfsd  as  to  render  living  with  the  white  people  diffio«ilt»  and  em» 
bamsnng^  if  not  impossible.  Time  and  education  had  made  her 
of  another  race,  and  the  truest  wisdom  dictated  acqniascenee  in  her 
lot. 

The  next  day  the  brothers,  with  the  Interpreter,  rode  out  to  visit 
their  sifter.  Every  thmg  bore  the  appearance,  not  only  of  plenty, 
but  of  rude  abundance.  NuiniTdii*?  rnttle  grazed  in  the  meadows — 
fifty  horses  pranced  proudly  over  the  fields.  The  house  was  half 
way  between  the  Indian  wigwam,  and  the  more  finished  aiansioo  of 
a  laimer.  An  oven,  well  baiwd  cakes  of  ilour,  venison  nicely  pn^ 
pafad»  and  honey,  aibrded  an  emellent  repast  Bat  the  absence  of 
milfc  and  hntler,  so  easily  commanded  In  proliiiion«  told  cC  savage 
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lite.    Am  a  toke»  of  •afire  cqofidraoe  htu^  %Bf9Ukh9d,  FramMi 

placed  a  piece  of  ▼enison  under  a  snow  white  cloth,  when  one  of  Ito 

brothers  lilted  it  up,  and  this  was  regarded  as  a  formal  covenant  of 
recogaition  and  atiection.  An  agreeable  vUtt  of  several  days  was 
passed,  and  has  siiice  bemi  xepe^ited  by  aoQiher  bcaocb  oi  tim 
iainily. 

The  Iqdiaa  Dame  of  tbe  lost  sister  wai 

Ma4X)0-a*quah — a  young  bear. 
Eldest  daugbter.^^Kich-ke-ne-che-qiiah — Oat^Dgar;  piobahly 
io  ailaaioD    the  molher's  munded  hand. 

Youngeft  daughter^  O^aw-abe-quab — yellow  leeC 

GraodH^bildreii*— ILip-pe-no-quah— Hiora  taneL 
Wap-pa-no-aom  blue  corn. 
Rim-on -sah-quah — youn^  panther. 

Congress  recently  passed  m  resolution  exempting  Frances  (the  lost 
sister)  from  the  necessity  of  removing  with  her  faaiily  from  their 
present  location.  Several  other  lodiaa  aaioes,  more  remol^iy  aiUad 
Io  her,  are  therein  mentioned. 

Mrs.  Bennett,  daughter  of  Joseph  SlociiBi»  aod  lady  of  the  Hofk 
Zibja  jBeaoetti  with  the  most  praisewortby  disreig^urd  of  toU  and 
daogeTy  aocNNQpiviied  ber  fiub«r  on  bia  wcond  vmi  io  ladiana.  Har 
MsoaDt  of  the  iaterview  with  her  aaot*  is  of  a  moat  ioterealipg  wmi 
pleaaieg  character.  It  is  to  be  hoped  abe  may  he  indnoed  Io  gm 
her  joamal  aad  notes  the  form  of  tetlers»  or  a  pamphle^for  thvaane 
few  so  capable  of  sketobing  a  lively  and  correct  narratifia^  er  of  ps»- 
senting  a  picture,  of  itself  so  full  of  interest,  in  a  form  more  neat 
and  attractive. 

Their  not  cotuprehending  each  other's  language,  was  of  course  a 
gerious  bar  to  social  enjoyrnent,  and  tliat  unresorved  and  atlectionate 
Intercourse,  which,  without  the  intervention  of  an  interpreter*  they 
would  have  indulged  in.  We  regard  this  as  oae  of  the  most  reaarh- 
able  series  of  events  Providence,  in  its  unsearchable  wisdom^  has  em 
permitted  to  be  developed.  It  may  gratify  lha  distant  reader  to 
]mow>  as  it  is  a  pleaanre  Io  reooffd*  thai  the  enerimeooed  a%ht  of 
bloodshed  and  woe*  which  seemed  in  1778  to  have  aeltlad  Ibmer  ao 
the  family  of  Slooum,  hss  long  siaoe  broken  away,  flnashiaa,  wmk 
|^neas»  and  prosperity  have  arisen,  and  dhed  tfanr  cheering  mys 
over  them  in  an  especial  manner,  during  the  last  forty  years.  A 
number  of  the  sons,  highly  enterprising,  have  fulhlled  their  duties  on 
the  stage  of  action,  with  exemplary  propriety*  Ofie  ^n^as  Higti 
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Sheriff  of  the  coaaty ;  another  for  many  yenrs  a  magistrate.  Others 
might  have  shared  the  hoaoiirs  of  office^  if  they  would  have  given  up 
their  time  to  pablk  concenia,  to  the  neglect  of  their  o\ni.  And  now 
(1648)  if  the  eye  of  tbo  departed  grandsire  could  look  down  oo  tbe 
llomgbi  he  would  aee  in  tbe  poettkMrof  hi*  dewendawta,  teflicieiit 
to  fill  heerl  to  overflowiog  with  pride  and  joy.  Foisting  hie 
own  aufieriDgs,  his  spirit  woold  blest  the  day  that  be  established  his 
fiunily^ 

"  Oa  SoiqiMhaiiiiA't  wUk,  tut  Vfjtmg," 

Resuming  our  narrative,  a  par-dgraph  of  praise  is  specially  dtxe  ta 
Thomas  Neill,  an  IrishmaDi  of  middle  age,  the  most  learned  man  in 
the  Valley.  A  Catholic,  a  high-mason^  fond  of  dress — remarkable 
Ibr  his  fine  flow  of  spirits  and  pleasing  manners ;  a  bachelor»  end  « 
schoolmaster,  he  wes  a  favorite.  With  eheMwteristic  bravery,  faie 
Irish  spirit  broke  out  aa  the  daeger  beeaow  piessilig.  **  The  Yankees 
are  the  weakest  party— the  odds  are  ageinst  them— though  I  have 
BO  special  interest  in  tbe  fight,  so  help  me  Heaven !  Fll  take  a  turn 
with  then."  M arohii^  out  in  Capt  M'Karrieao^s  eoropany,  he  Mk, 
Nor  should  the  generous  spirit  of  Wsa^  Jones  ef  yii]^aBa»  be  far* 
gotten.  A  young  man,  quite  accomplished,  he  taught  school  in  the 
Valley,  and,  like  Neill,  volunteered  his  services  on  the  day  of  battle. 
He  went  to  return  no  more.  The  names  of  these  two  victims  to 
those  pure  and  chlvalric  sentiments  that  ennoble  our  nature,  I  owe  to 
the  memory  of  the  late  Mrs.  Youngs. 


Wpmimg^  tn  1719,  mm  tn  m  seltsnls  m  Ar  Majesty^  fiknfa  Paper 
Ofce,  Imdim,  mtUtU  ««liii»AEY,  177a— Nd.  mr 

Eitnel  ef  a  Letter  from  flkr  Henry  Clinton,  to  Lord  Geoifa  Geiw 

main,  dated  New  York,  August  12,  1778. 

♦  *  *  ♦  "  Reports,  which  seem  to  be  credited,  say  that  a  body  of 
Indians,  assembled  under  the  command  of  a  Colonel  Butler,  have 
dsstfoyed  a  number  of  settlements  upon  the  frontiers  of  Pennsylva^ 
niuy  and  repulsed  what  troops  the  rebels  had  collected  to  oppose 
thMb.  When  t  reeeive  certain  intelligence  of  their  proceedings,  I 
Mil  Hike  fhe  eariiest  opportanity  to  acquaint  yoor  Lordship  there- 
with.*'  •  •  • 
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Eitmt  of  •  Letter  horn  Sir  BMrf  GUaloa  t»  LoH  George  Ger» 
main,  dated  New  York,  September  15th»  1778. 

»  4  •  <i  I  ^£Lve  at  the  same  time,  my  Lord,  the  honour  to  tran9^ 
mit  to  you,  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Major  Butler  to  Lieutenant  Colo- 
nel Bolton,  which  I  received  from  General  Haldimand,  a  few  days 
iiaoe,  giviog  an  aceoant  of  the  prooeediags  of  the  fermer  npoa  the 
frontiers  of  FennayWania.** 

pSneloaures  in  the  above.] 

Cop7  of  a  Letter  firem  Lienteoant^Colooel  Bolton  to  Captain  La 
Maittre,  dated  Niagara,  Joly  14th,  1778. 

**  Sir, — I  have  the  pleasure  of  acquainting  you  with  the  signal 
success  of  the  Uanizcrs  and  I ndians,  with  Col.  Butler,  over  the  rebels 
at  Wiommg,  where  they  had  no  less  than  ten  stockaded  forts,  and 
were  defeated ;  enclosed,  I  send  you  the  particulars,  which  I  leqoest 
you  will  lay  before  His  Excellency.  I  received  them  thia  moroentt 
by  Lieut.  Hare,  of  the  Rangers.  The  Caldwell  being  ready  to  sail, 
I  ba?e  only  time  to  assure  you  that  I  am,  with  esteem.  Sir,  yoor 
most  obedient  humble  servant 

''[Signed,]  MAsm  Boiaoir. 

**  I  request  youM  inform  Capt.  Butler  of  the  Colonel's  success. 
"  Captain  Le  Maistre." 

[Enclosed  in  the  foregoing. — Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Major  John  But- 
ler to  Lieut.  Col.  Bolton,  dated  Lacuwanack,  8th  Julj,  1778L] 

* 

[Disallowed  at  the  Foreign  Qflke.] 

Note  by  Mr.  Brodhead* — This  is  the  Report.  It  is  about  kmx 
foolscap  pages  long.  i.  R,  Bb 

[Third  Enclosure.] 

Copy  of  Articles  of  Capitulation,  for  Wintermoot*8  Fort,  July  1, 1778. 

Abt.  1st.  That  Lieut.  Elisha  Scovell  surrender  the  Fort,  with  aJI 
the  stores,  arms  and  ammunition,  that  are  in  said  fort,  as  w^  pablia 
as  private^  to  Major  John  Butler. 

2d.  That  the  garrison  shall  not  bear  arms  during  the  present  con- 
test ;  and  Major  Butler  promises  that  the  men,  womeu  and  children 
shall  not  be  hurt,  either  by  ludiaii^i  or  liangers. 
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Fort  Jenkins'  Fort,  July  l§t,  1778w 

Between  Major  John  Butler,  on  behalf  of  His  Ma|€8ty  Kiog  George 

the  Third*  and  John  Jenkuu. 

Aw«  IfU  That  tha  Fort,  with  all  the  ataiw,  anna  and  aaMmnt- 
ticMi,  be  deKv«rad  op  kpiaadiaiely* 

2d.  That  Major  John  Butler  shall  preserve  to  ihemt  intire,  the 
lives  of  the  men,  womeu  and  chiidrcu. 

Articles  of  Capitulation  for  three  Forts  at  Lacuwanack,  4th  July  ,1778. 

Art.  1st.  That  the  dit1  Tent  Commanders  of  the  said  Forts,  do  im- 
mediately deliver  them  up,  with  all  the  arms,  ammunition  and  stores, 
in  the  said  forts. 

2dr  Major  Butler  promises  that  the  lives  of  the  men,  women  and 
ehildren  be  preserved  intire. 

Westmoreland,  July  4th,  1778. 

Capitulation  made  and  completed  between  Major  John  Butler,  on 
behalf  of  His  Majesty  King  George  the  Third,  and  Col.  Nathan 
Benniston,  oj  the  United  States  of  America. 

Art.  1.  That  the  inhabitants  of  the  settlement  lay  down  their 
arms,  and  the  Lrarnsons  be  deniulislied. 

2d.  That  th*;  mlinbitants  are  to  occupy  their  farms  |)eaceably,  and 
the  lives  of  the  inhabitants  preserved  intire  and  unhurt. 

Sd.  That  the  continental  stores  be  delivered  up. 

4th.  That  Major  Butler  will  use  his  utmost  influence  that  the  pri- 
vate property  of  the  inhabitants  shall  be  preserved  intire  to  them. 

5ch.  That  the  priaoners,  in  Forty  Fort,  be  delivered  up,  and  thai 
fiamoel  Finch,  now  in  Major  Batler's  possession,  be  delivered  np 
also. 

Gih.  That  the  property  taken  from  the  people  called  Tories,  up 
the  river,  be  made  good ;  and  they  to  remain  in  peaceable  possession 
of  their  farms,  unmolested  in  a  free  trade,  in  and  througliout  this 
State,  as  far  as  lies  in  my  power. 

7th.  That  the  inhabitants,  that  Colonel  Dcnniston  now  capitulates 
Ibr,  together  with  himself,  do  not  take  up  arms  during  the  present 
contest 

[Signed,]  Nathan  Dsnihsiqii, 

JoBH  BuTun. 

Zarah  Beech,  Samuel  Gustin, 
John  Johnson,       Wm.  CaldwelL 
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Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Lord  George  Germain  to  Sir  Henry  Clia- 
toD,  dated  Whitehall,  4th  of  November,  1778. 

•  •  #  •  •  u  xbe  saccesB  of  Lieoteomiit-Coloiiel  Butler»  n  difltEi- 
fpUMd  for  tlie  few  Imt  that  have  beoB  toil  aiaong  the  Raqgen  and 
Indians  he  oobiiimumM;  and  for  hb  huBiMiity  m  umkmg  Hbam oaly 
hk  objeet,  who  wore  hi  armt :  And  it  is  mnoh  lo  the  cradit  of  the 
officers  and  Rangers  of  his  detachntent,  that  they  seem  to  partake  ciC 
the  bpirii  and  perseverance  which  is  common  to  all  the  British 
officers  and  soldiers."   •  •  •  • 

[Copied  from  the  originals  in  the  State  Paper  OfficCt  London*  11th 
Jkp^f  1846.J 

J.  H.  Bbodhkah. 


Some  matters  of  intereat  will  be  iound  in  ilua  note.  The  letter  of  Judge  Marshal],  dated 
FibciMU7  15, 1831,  i*  eoriowln  tliia  iwpMt.  It  •droowlcdget  in  ntnple  style,  the  wesipl 

a  httMr  wiitten  iwenfy-Jtte  year*  htfort,  it  ifil  bid  been  «  tiling  ^fdmy  btim  jUanAay. 
It  may  well  be  dottbtcd,  wbalber  ibftMeoidiof  eonei|NiddMMe^  finm  famoteHtuM,  CTbibil  « 

Wasrinoton,  FeVy  15th,  183L 

Sir— I  am  moch  indebted  to  you  for  a  letter  received  tn  April,  1806,  correcting  eoiDe 
«nmn  into  wbieb  vu  bkloiy  bae  fUlen,  in  ke  nbtiMi^r  tb*dcil«MlMii«rtb«  Wytma^ 
Mttbintiit,  dnriog  tbe  war  of  oor  nvolmkHi.  Tb«  mdincM  yon  npmi  in  tbal  lettei^  t» 
give  a  true  gtatoment  of  tint  UMiiMifftble  tng|adj|  anooiirigfls  me  to  make  aome  Ibcltor 

qoiriee  on  the  ■ubjet't 

Your  account  ot  the  battle  is  full,  and  I  unfU  rKtanJ  it  perfectly  ;  but  you  ha*e  cnirrej 
into  no  detail  uf  subHC4|ueQt  event*,  and  I  am  not  sure  whether  you  ooutradict  or  agree  witi) 
Cbidon  and  Raaaay,  iiapecttng  tboae  afante.  They  say  that  the  t«lo  prindpal  iseli  mmm 
Kingaton  and  WiDtaabana.  That  aAar  tbe  deihrf,  tiia  men,  wwaaa  tnd  abildfan  aisn 
Atted  in  these  forts,  and  aAer  their  surrender,  ireM  «abBoaMd  by  fire,  in  their  bimwi  liliw 
representation  correct  1  I  should  conjecture,  from  your  letter,  that  the  country  was  ahan- 
done<il  imraetliately  after  the  defeat ;  hut  it  seems  impossiMr  that  all  the  circumstances  rt;l«. 
tive  to  the  surrender  uf  tlie  forte,  and  Itie  horrors  perpetrated  aiierwards,  can  be  mere  Cable. 
Vaa  do  not  say  from  what  pUce  Coloneb  Dennison  and  Butler  marched  to  tbe  bttttla. 

Magr  Ilaxyaarfoedaam  enfiir  aata  aak  a  alatemani  af  tbt^ierowiiBii  mfmJk  Mlamad  tf» 
battle,  anieaa  that  made  fay  Gordon  and  Ramaay,  may  be  conaMaiadaaptilbcllycouBctt 

I  shall  lamain  at  Ihw  plaea  until  the  middle  of  Maicb,  when  1  purpose  to  return  In  Bieh> 
■Nod.        With  vaiy  geaat  laepeel^  I  •»  yoor  ob%ed  and  obedient  aerrant, 

J.  M/I»illf  TAri 

RicuMONp,  June  9th,  1831. 

DfiAA  SiB, — I  am  greatly  indebted  to  yon  for  your  letter  ol  liie  5th  of  May,  and  its  ea- 
daaw«b«Uehinfibad<l^pieaa,wbilBlminKoitbCanlina.  I  bafabeendearfyaM. 
fied  widi  the  bnauMaa  of  the  eourt  ainee  my  ntnra;  but  abonid  eailainly  have  acknawladlgnd 
ito  leoeipt  immediately,  bad  i  not  conjectured  from  the  place  flf  ite  date  (Wilkaahaffi^) 
a  knBr  wiiUan  imoadialaly,  wonld  not  limi  yovia  bame. 
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liliMllaiAly  denx^ile  that  hittorical  narrative  ahouUl  be  correct,  antl  1  shall  avail  mymi( 
oTdwinfiMiiMtioii  jm  haw  ham  m  obliging  as  to  fumbh,  n  &r  at  kasi  aa  to  oniltbo  mao* 
aacre  and  tba  flhaip  aftotyiim  on  Hm  InliaUlaifta. 

Mr.  Ramsay,  I  prerame,  oafiad  hU  ftUtement  froni  BAr.  Qoakn^  and  1  laliad  upon  both,  at 

I  knew  Mr.  Gordon  made  person.il  iiKinirp*  into  most  of  the  events  of  (he  war,  and  that  Mr. 
Rams  iy  was  in  Con?r«"?9,  and  consequently  had  access  to  all  the  letters  nn  iliP  ^ii^jprt.  It  it 
Burpriiung  that  they  should  have  so  readily  given  thamselves  op  to  lite  ncw8i)apers  ot  the  day. 

It  WMOMtalttly  oar  policy  during  Mn  war  looxdit  tfao  atmoit  poaaible  irritation  againat 
onr  oiMfliy,  and  it  ii  nol  aorpikiiif  that  wo  ahonld  not  alwayo  have  bean  veiy  aaladfta  of  tho 
verity  of  oor  pnUieations ;  but  when  we  come  to  the  insertion  of  laela  in  aeriooa  hiatoiji 
truth  ought  never  to  be  dieregaided.  Mr.  Gotdon  and  Mr.  Rameaj  o^ght  to  havo  aav^bt 
for  it 

I  muHt  complain*  of  your  paying  the  |>o«tagc  on  your  letu  r.  It  is  my  habit,  when  1  write 
to  a  gentleinaa  about  my  own  afiiiir>$,  not  to  charge  iiim  with  luy  letter ,  but  wlmii  a  gen- 
tleman wrilre  to  me  on  my  baainen,  the  case  ia  endidj  alteied.  I  am  pained  at  hia  immr- 
ring  any  evpeoae  on  my  eceoant. 

1  repeat  nqrthenke for  your  valuable  commonieationei  and  my  aaaoEamea  that  I  am  with 
Mapeotfui  erteen^  your  obliged  and  obedient  aervant^ 

J.  Marsh  ALL. 

Qaidoa'a(tbe  Keveliitionary  biatorian)  aoeountof  the  maaaaer^  we  copy  to  ahow  what  hae 
pMNd  heieiofeieb  far  hiatofy ;  and  what  half  the  world  eeeoi  atill  leplved  to  legaid  aa  each. 
A  meant  publication  in  a  respectable  city  paper,  retaim  the  whole  maaa  of  early  orrorii,  and 
a  letter  to  the  aothor  frivTi  n.  Irrirnef!  r^entleman,  whose  wife's  father  was  in  Forty  Fort, 
when  It  surrendered,  wniieii  expressly  to  convey  ititDrrnation  for  our  nnnals,  repeats  tlie  story 
ot  '  the  hatcbety"  and  instant  mawMicre  of  all  who  were  in  the  fort,  although  his  father-in* 
lnwandwifr,betbpiiiooen|eaea|iedtoiehloiohinithee«ent.  The  pagee  of  Botta,  aie  jel 
BMie  fancUoL  But  to  Qordoa'a  account  «— 

"At  length,  in  the  berrjnning  of  July,  the  enemy  aoddenly  appeared  in  foil  force  on  the 
SufWjuehannuh,  headed  by  Col.  John  Rutler.  a  Conneeticut  tory,  and  roustn  to  Col.  Zebu- 
ion  Butler,  the  second  in  command  in  the  (settlement.  Me  wn^  assiisted  hy  rnoKt  of  those 
leaders,  who  bad  rendered  themselves  terrible  iu  the  priscnt  frontier  war.  Their  iun-^i  was 
about  IGOO  men,  near  a  fourth  IndUins,  led  by  their  own  ehiefs;  the  others  were  so  dis- 
guhed  and  painted  ea  not  to  be  diatinguiahed  from  the  Indiana,  excepting  their  oflioera,  who 
fariag  dfoned  in  leglmeniala,  carried  the  appearanee  of  raigQfaae.  One  of  the  anialler  Aurti^ 
gairieoned  chiefly  by  tones,  was  given  ap,  or  rather  betrayed.  A nother  wee  taken  by  atomic 
and  all  but  the  women  and  children,  massacred  in  the  most  inhuman  manner. 

JuJv  3. — Col  ZchuloM  P.iuItT,  Icavnig  a  small  number  Itign.ird  Tort  Wilke!»b4>ruui:;h,  cross- 
ed tiie  river  with  about  400  men,  and  marched  into  Kingston  Fort,  whither  the  women,  chil- 
droo^  and  defanceleai  of  all  aortsi  ciowded  Ibr  piotection.  Efo  anOered  binsdf  to  be  entieed 
faf  hii  cooMO  to  abandon  the  fortveie.  He  agreed  to  march  out,  and  hold  a  conference  with 
tho  enemy  in  the  open  field,  (at  an  great  a  distance  from  the  fort,  ea  to  ahut  out  all  poau^ 
bility  of  protection  from  it)  upon  their  withilrdwinj;  accordin:^  to  their  own  propos.il,  in  oriler 
to  the  hoMiri  T  of  a  parley  for  the  coticUision  of  a  treaty.  He  at  about  tho  same  time  ni,trch- 
ed  out  atH)Ui  iOO  men  weil  armed,  Infitig  nearly  the  whole  strength  of  the  garrtM>i>,  to  guard 
his  person  to  (be  place  of  parley,  stich  was  hb  distrust  of  the  enemy's  desigus.  On  hie 
anieal,  he  found  nobody  to  treat  with  him,  and  yet  adf  anced  toward  the  foot  of  the  mountain, 
where  at  a  dietaneo  he  eaw  a  flag,  the  hoMen  of  which,  eeemingly  afraid  of  treachery  on  hia 
aide,  retired  aa  be  advanced;  whilst  he,  endeavoring  to  remove  thie  pretmded  ill  impression, 
pwened  tho  fla^  till  hia  party  waa  thomuf  biy  encloeed,  when  be  waaeoddenly  freed  bam  bio 

*  I  liad  commencflU  the  coac^{K)cidence  in  1806,  as  a  Wyoming  man,  to  vindicalc  our  own  peopla^  and  tiiougkt 
tefayneatpiepw. 
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idmkm, by faAn il ■liiitiil n wwy ifch.  H«iliiUinM^ 
aurpriie  and  dangsr,  fiwgfal  wiih  re«>lutioii  and  lN»i«qr»  and  kifl  ap  so 

heavy  a  file  for  three  quarters  of  an  hour,  that  they  seemed  to  gain  a  marked  snpericntr.  In 
th'n  critical  moment,  a  soldier,  through  a  8ud»}en  impulse  of  fear,  or  prcmedilatpd  treachery, 
died  out  alouJ,  "  the  Cubtiel  has  ordered  a  retreat."  The  fate  of  the  party  was  xiow  at 
onoe  determiaed.  In  the  state  of  oonfoaiun  that  ensued,  an  unresisied  slaaghter  < 
la«^yM•iBOB■ll•idM1^tlMiltolMllMliM.  CotZd 
of  his  HMO,  MMptdt  ^  got  m»m  ttw  ifaw  to  Foil  Wahfhoiamh,  the 
Cdonel  made  hit  mj  lo  Fort  Kinpton,  which  was  invested  the  next  day  (Jdy  4,)  on  tkm 
land  sidr.  The  cnemj,  to  sRtlJen  the  droopinfr  spirits  nf  t\w  weak  rrmaining  garrison,  eent 
in  for  tlifir  rtmlemplation  tlic  blooiiy  i^calps  ol  one  hundrci]  ami  nmrty-six  of  their  late 
firieod*  and  comrades.  They  kept  up  a  continual  lire  upon  the  liort  the  whole  day.  Lb 
tlii  Mming.  thi  CoIomI  ^uiltad  tiM  te^  tad  wwt  d«ini  tkeiiw  lAt  hk  Wlr.  B«  m 
than^  Co  be  the  only  oflker  thai  tMB]MMl. 

July  5. — Col.  Nathui  Deniaon,  who  succeeded  to  the  command,  seeing  the  in^MMnbilitj 
of  an  effectual  defence,  went  with  a  flag  to  Col.  John  Butler,  to  kn  iw  whnt  terms  he  would 
grant  on  a  surrender,  to  which  application  Rntler  answered  with  more  than  savage  phlegfin, 
in  two  short  worii:i — Uu  hatchet.  Denison  having  defended  the  fort  till  most  of  the  gam«oii 
were  kOhd  or  disabled,  was  eompalloil  to  lomnder  at  discretion.  Some  of  tho  unhappy 
panoBtiii  tha  iMtifOBoeanied  awaj  tKn^  butthobafbafouaeoiiqaeconi  to  aavo  the  tioQiilo 
of  noidor  in  detail,  shut  ap  the  ml  pioniaeiMiialyfii  thebomea  and  bamok^  wfaieh  hwii^ 
set  on  flie^  they  enjofid  the  eavage  pkaeon  of  bwhdWing  the  whole  coneuiaed  in  0MfnA> 
ra!  blaze. 

They  then  crossed  tho  river  to  tho  only  remaining  fort  Wilkesborough,  whi  It,  in  hopes  cf 
mercy,  «mendered  witbeut  demanding  any  conditions.  They  found  about  seventy  coota- 
jNntal  eoldiai%  who  had  bwn  engaged  nenly  for  the  daftneeof  Ibe  ftwrtlew^  vbon  tbcj 
butoheied  with  eteiy  einwoMtaiMsa  of  lionid  cfoeHj.  The  faaninder  of  tbe  men,  vilfc  «ba 
women  and  children,  were  shot  Up  as  before  in  the  bouaes^  wluch  being  eet  on  fife,  tlMnf 
perished  altogether  in  the  flames. 

A  general  scene  of  dpvswtation  wa.-f  now  spread  through  all  the  townships.  Fire,  sword, 
and  the  other  different  utstruments  of  destruction,  alternately  tnurophed.  Tbe  settiemeot$ 
of  the  lorisB  alone  generally  escaped,  and  appeared  as  ishtndsin  the  midst  of  the  aunouading 
min.  Tbe  meicileai  nvageok  having  deatioyed  the  main  oljeele  of  their  eraeltj,  dJanHad 
thdr  anioBOaitj  to  etery  pail  of  lifingMlam  belonging  to  them;  ahol  and  destroyed  ee—e  of 
Ibeit  ealUe,  andeni  oat  the  toqgaee  of  olbeia^  having  ibem  alill  aHve  to  piaiaqg  cIm 
agonies. 

The  following  are  a  few  of  the  mort^  sinf^iilnr  rtrrnm?t,-\iii  r?i  of  the  barirarity  prartiacd 
in  the  aitacic  upon  Wyoming.  Capt.  Buiiack.  who  had  been  taken  prisoner,  being  tirippod 
naked,  had  hb  body  etuek  foil  of  aplinteiB  oif  pine  knote,  end  then  a  heap  of  pine ! 
piled  aioond  hint  the  wboie  wee  then  eel  on  fire,  andMetwooempaniena^GeptainBRei 
and  Dnrkee,  thrown  alive  into  tbe  flame<9,  and  held  down  with  pitchforks.  The: 
tories,  who  had  at  iliHorent  times  abandoned  the  settlement,  in  order  to  join  in  those 
CTpf  i^itinn^',  were  thr  mast  distinguished  for  their  rniplty ;  in  this  they  resembled  the  torioi 
that  jomcd  the  Bntisi:  lorces.  One  of  these  Wyouiing  tones,  whi^  mother  had  married  a 
second  husband,  butchered  with  his  own  hands,  both  her,  his  father-in-law,  his  own 
end  tlieir  infimi  ehildien.  Another,  who  doringbia  abeenee  lied  eeni  heme  Mvend 
efdnet  the  life  of  hie  fcther,  now  net  only  teaUied  them  in  peteontbiUwaa  himialf  itilb 
own  hands,  liie  exterminator  of  liis  whole  family,  mother,  brotherK  and  sisters,  and 
their  biood  in  ene  eommon  camege,  with  that  of  tbe  andenthnabead  and  Crther.*** 

*  WUeb  pBRleelB^  island  te^  we  telteNb  <ima  canlbl  kiqn^ 
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1770.  Projected  expedition  into  Indirin  Countrv— V./tf,  Letter  of  Gen.  Hand)— Lieut 

John  Jenkins — Gersfmm  Hick* — W^Nluni^ton  -Renewed  invn^ion  by  Savaj»e« — Capt. 
Bidlack  taken  yimomt — Two  huoUrcd  warriortt'  attack  upon  \V  ilkrabArre  Fort,  repealed— 
Serjont  WilliaiM'  gdbiit  ttwdiicl-^iaeiit.  Bock— Stephen  Pattibooeand  Elsha  WilliMM 
maidemd— FoOel,  tpemd  and  acalped— Col.  Butler  iMofbieod— Maj  Powall*a  advanoB— 
»Ca}4.  Davis,  Lieut.  Jones  and  four  men  killed  on  Laurel  Run — Audacity    the  Indiana 
—Array  for  the  Northern  Campaign — Capt.  John  Paul  Schoits — Sullivan*8  army  arrive 
at  Wilkesbarre— Military  execution— Ascent  of  boat*— Indian  admiraltle  war  policy— 
McDonald  and  iiiockoto's  attack  near  Suubury  on  Sullivan's  left — (*A'o/c,  anecdote  of 
MeDonald)— Biandt's  attack  and  massacre  at  Minisink— on  Sullivan's  rigbt^Fixed 
purpeaa  of  Sullivan— Departme  of  the  army  $n  the  Noith<-Otaiid  distplay^Inddent  of 
Maich— Union  with  Gen.  Clinton  at  Tioga— Battle  on  Cheaiui^— Indian  eonntqr  * 
devastated — Melancholy  fitte  of  Lieut  Boyd  and  party— Afo^  leliiea— Tfeal  of  welcome 
at  Wyomint^— Gen.  Sollivan — Congreai— Civil  aflaira— Town  meeting— Anawer  to  Mra. 
Bidlack's  Petition. 


Jmmediatbly  after  Col.  Hartley's  gallant  excursion  into  thu  Indian 
territory,  and  victory  at  Sheshequin,  his  Excellency.General  Wash- 
iogton,  torrncd  the  design  of  sending  a  powerful  foroe  into  tik»  heart 
of  the  Six  Nations,  at  once  to  chastise  them  for  their  cruelty*  and  hf 
hyiog  wuttt  their  Kttlements,  to  dislodge  them  from  their  position*  so 
^buigeroasly  near  to  the  American  frontier.  It  was  reiolved  to  carry 
the  war  into  their  own  country,  and  if  poisible  to  force  the  Sayaga* 
hack  to  Niagtn.  Having  hr  €entiiriee»  not  only  inhabited  the  hnd 
waters  of  the  Sosqnehanna,  the  Delaware  and  Mohawk;  on  the 
delightful  borders  of  the  lesser  lakes;  and  westward  to  the  beautiful 
Genesee,  a  {perfect  Indian  Paradise;  but  time  out  ot  inind  having 
established  within  those  limits  the  council  fire  at  Onondago,  where 
the  "  Groat  Head"  had  exercised  power  and  dominion  over  vassal 
nations  ;  it  could  not  be  doubted  but  every  impulse  of  a  lofty  ambi- 
tion— the  meaner*  but  not  less  active  principle  of  revenge — the 
natural  love  of  home  and  country,  which  warms  with  ardour  even 
the  savage  breast,  all  sustained  by  the  policy  and  power  of  England, 
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would  arouse  the  enemy  to  the  moet  determined  retbtance.  T»  tend 

a  force  fully  adequate  to  the  object  to  be  accomplished,  was  obviously 
the  only  etfective,  and  consequt  lUly  the  most  economical  policy.  An 
invasion  during  the  winter  liad  been  proposed,  but  was  wisely  re- 
linquished.* 

Preparatory  to  a  summer  campaign.  Gen.  lland»  then  at  Mini- 
si  n!(,  by  order  from  his  Eioelleiicy,  addressed  a  series  of  inquiries  to 
Coi.  Zebulon  Butler,  in  command  at  Wyoming,  embracing  every 
point  on  which  infornMtion  could  be  desirable.  The  distance  and 
route  to  the  nearest  Indian  settlements;  their  position  and  eiteit; 
fiusilities  of  obtaining  subsistence ;  means  of  transportation  in  botti 
up  the  Susquehanna,  dec  In  his  reply^  Col.  Butler  takes  pleassre 
in  expressing  his  particular  obligations  to  Lieut.  John  Jenkins,  whose 
thorough  knowledge,  and  judicious  observations  upon  the  subjectt 
were  of  eminent  service. 

A  letter  from  Col.  Pailcrson,  dated  at  Northumberland  in  March, 
1779,  to  Col.  Butler,  throws  light  upon  other  measures  aiiopteii  to 
obtain  correct  information.  "  Mr.  Lemcnon,"  says  Col.  P.,  "  g'xs  to 
your  post,  to  wait  the  return,  and  take  into  his  care  Gershom  iiicks, 
who  is  not  to  be  examined  or  searched  until  he  goes  before  hisEioel* 
iency  Gen.  Washington.  I  inclose  you  his  Excellency's  letter.  Be  | 
careful  that  your  people,  who  are  out  on  duty,  or  fatigue,  receiie 
Hicks,  who  may  appear  painted,  and  in  a  canoe.  His  regimentsle  I 
have  sent  by  Mr.  Leromon.'*  We  cannot  withhold  tfie  remark,  that 
the  duties  of  Washington,  embracing  generally  all  the  civil,  ss  fidl 
as  military  affairs  of  the  country,  and  descending  to  the  minutest 
details  of  every  expedition,  would  seem  to  have  been  great  and 
perplexintj,  beyond  human  power  to  perform.  A  frame  of  iron,  and 
a  mind  of  steel,  would  appear  to  have  been  requisite  for  the  mere 
labour.  But  when  to  this  is  added  hi^  vieu  comprehensive,  liberal, 
and  accurate;  his  thorough  knowledge  of  human  nature;  his  pro- 
found wisdom  and  spotless  patriotism,  the  whole  warp  and  woof  of 
his  soul  being  composed  of  devotion  to  his  country,  without  one  single 
thread  of  selfishness  or  personal  ambition,  it  is  impossible  to  kKik 

♦  A  fi  tter  Iroin  Gvn.  IIuihI  <lnt(.(|  Minisink,  January  13lh,  17T9,  to  Col.  Butler,  «sar«-— 
"Your  lavour  ol  the.  lOili  tiiiit.  now  lies  before  i«e,  J  am  much  ohli^od  to  you  for  tlic  diii- 
genee  jou  luive  uied,  and  the  canilour  with  wbicU  you  givo  your  iniumiation  and  aiivice  M 
■0  important  a  lol jtct.  Your  lenliiiMiiU  and  thoae  of  Capt.  Suiddart  j u&tify  hia  Eifldtaf  i 
Qemnral  WasbiugtMi's  apimhenaiona  of  tlic  impraclicabiliiy,  or  at  bast  the  doubtful  wocMi  ' 
of  nn  <>x[*rdiiion  at  this  ^ason,  initoiuucli  that  I  am  persuaded  the  intelligence  I  novrrooeivt 
from  i!:>'  Susque  hanna,  which  he  haadctimi  me  lo  tcanamit  to  him,  will  delennine  hiaii 
five  uver  all  thought  ol  it" 
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upon  the  great  and  good  mailt  wHhoat  reverently  believing  that  he 
W19  specially  raised  vp,  and  innboed  with  wisdom  and  strength  froiv 
aboTOy  to  rescue  a  nation  (torn  bondage,  and  establish  freedom  in 

Savage  hate,  instead  of  being  satiated  by  the  sufferings  of  Wyo- 
ming, setrned,  like  the  tiger  that  has  tasted  huiuaa  blouU,  Lo  be 
aroused  to  inappeasablc  fury. 

The  chief  part  of  Col.  ITartloy's  regiment  havuig  been  withdrawn, 
Col.  Butler  was  left  in  command  nf  the  fort  at  Wilkesbnrre,  with 
only  about  one  hundred  men.  That  vigilant  officer,  respectfully,  but 
with  spirit  remonstrated  with  Gen.  Hand,  who  returned  for  answer, 
that  the  power  did  not  rest  with  him  to  remedy  the  eviL 

In  December  of  the  preceding  year  several  raorders  are  recorded 
in  oor  last  letter  as  having  been  perpetrated.  Scarcely  sixty  days 
of  repoee  had  been  allowed  to  Wyoming  even  amid  the  cold  and 
storms  of  winter.  In  March  bands  of  savages  began  to  make  their 
appearance,  as  if,  frorrTThe  contiguity  of  their  towns,  an  inenrston 
into  ilic  Valley,  instead  of  being  a  toil,  was  but  a  pleasure  party.  On 
the  21st  of  the  month,  unapprised  of  danger,  Josiah  Rogers  and 
Capl.  James  Bidlack,  both  aged  men,  were  crossing  the  flats,  on  their 
way  to  Plymouth.  Springing  from  their  covert,  the  savages  failed 
in  an  attempt  to  seize  the  bridles  of  their  horses.  A  race  ensued  ot 
intense  interest.  The  girth  of  Capt.  Bidlack's  saddle  breaking,  he 
was  thrown  and  made  prisoner.  Several  bullets  perforated  the 
clothes  of  Mr.  Rogers,  who  happily  escaped  the  painful  captivity 
of  his  companion,  whose  misfortune  was  doubly  distressing  to  his 
family,  as  his  son  James  had  fallen  in  the  battle.  A  large  number 
were  seen  advancing  over  the  Kingston  flats,  towards  a  block-house 
erected  on  that  side  of  the  river,  and  in  full  view  from  the  Wilkes- 
barrc  fort.  The  boldness  of  their  advance  showed  confidence  in  their 
strength,  and  left  no  doubt  but  they  were  informed  of  the  feeble  state 
of  the  garrison.  Plunder  appeared  to  be  their  object,  for  while  a 
small  portion  arted  as  a  guard,  the  remainder,  dividing  into  small 
parties,  began  to  drive  off  ail  the  horses  and  cattle  they  could  hnd. 
Col.  Butler  immediately  detached  twenty-five  men  to  the  aid  of  those 
in  the  block-house.  A  charge  was  made  on  the  enemy,  who  re- 
treated, keeping  at  a  respectfol  distance,  evidently  intending  to  draw 
the  detachment  into  an  ambuscade.  On  approachii^  the  woods,  a 
larger  portion  was  discovered,  which  rendered  a  retreat  prudent ; 
whereupon  the  enemy  advanced.  A  smart  skirmish  ensued,  several 
mra  were  wonnded,  but  none  mortally.  Our  people  had  to  suffer  the 
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deep  mortification  of  seeing  sixty  head  of  cattle,  and  twenty  horses 
carried  away  by  the  marauding  liorde,  without  the  power  (from  the 
most  ill  advised  policy)  of  either  protection  or  chastisement. 

Oo  the  23rd,  the  savages  and  tories,  finding  that  their  strength  had 
been  discovered,  and  an  ambush  was  hopeless,  boldly  devdoped 
themselves^  and  showed  by  their  nnmbers  that  this  was  in  trvtb,  a 
second  invasion.  Two  hundred  and  fifty  wamorsy  in  a  seaneiiclB^ 
approached  the  Wilkesbarre  fert,  as  If  with  intent  to  carry  it  by 
stomi.  A  brisk  fire  was  opened  upon  thenii  the  ftnr  pounder  being 
brought  to  bear.   After  peace,  it  was  ascertained  the  Indian  cbief 
who  led  the  charge  was  killed  by  a  cannon  ball.    What  further  loss 
they  sustained  is  not  known,  but  they  were  repulsed,  not,  however, 
until  they  had  made  themselves  masters  of  fifty-one  head  of  cattle, 
ten  horses,  and  burnt  three  barns  containing  hay  and  ^rain,  and  two 
houses.    A  heavy  snow  fell  on  the  24th.    Smoke  from  Indian  fires, 
where  they  encamped  at  night,  or  burnt  some  house  or  bam,  left  by 
accident  or  caprice  the  preceding  campaign,  continued  to  mark  thoav 
presence  and  route  until  the  28th.  When  these  disgracefol  and  dis- 
tressing particabrs  were  conununieated  by  Col.  Butler  to  the  Board 
of  War,  one  of  the  members  said  hastily,  in  presence  of  the  nee- 
senger ***  It  is  impossible— it  can't  be  so !"  6o  ftital  was  the  fbliy 
or  delusion,  that  Wyoming,  on  the  very  borders  of  the  Biz  Natkww 
of  warriors,  needed  no  ddeiicc.    On  learning  the  remarks  of  the 
gentleman,  with  the  spirit  of  a  soldier  Col.  Butler  immediately  wrote 
- — That  no  officer  who  properly  ref^arded  his  own  honour,  would, 
without  the  slightest  evidence,  call  in  question  the  honour  of  a  bro* 
ther  soldier." 

The  gallant  defence  of  his  father's  house,  by  Serjeant  Thomas 
Williams,  deserves  to  be  specially  recorded.  An  officer  in  Capt. 
Spalding's  company,  he  was  now  statbned  in  the  Valley.  Wilhan 
eighty  rods  of  the  fort,  and  supposed  to  be  within  its  pfotnetkm* 
Kved  Mr«  Thaddeus  Williams,  originally  of  fViirfield  county,  Com- 
oeeticut.  On  the  day  the  fiurt  was  attacked,  a  party  of  ladianB  mndt 
an  assault  on  the  house.  The  father,  sick  and  confined  to  his  bed, 
was  unable  to  lend  any  assistance.  Serjuaiit  ^Villianis,  and  a  bro- 
ther, ([uite  young,  were  the  only  persons  capable  of  offering  the 
least  resistance.  Twice  the  Indians  rushed  up  to  the  door,  and 
attempted  in  vain,  to  tbrce  an  entrance.  Several  balls  were  fired 
into  the  house  through  openings  in  the  logs,  one  of  which  severely 
Wounded  the  sick  father.  All  this  was  accompanied  by  horrid  yells^ 
as  if  demoiis  had  visited  the  upper  air.  Having  lost  a  brother  tbe 
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precading  M\,  and  beloogi^g  hinwelf  to  the  armyy  Mr*  WiUiami 
koev  his  fate  depended  on  liisowD  coolness  aad  oDonife.  He  could 
hope  nothing  from  their  mercy.  He  had  two  guns,  one  of  which  the 
U  kmdad  while  he  fired  the  other.  Watchlog  bis  tinie»  and  taJung 
4a«efiil  mm,  one  of  the  Indians  fbll»  and  was  dragged  away.  Rsf 
dovbling  their  shouts  the  Indians  leUimed  with  brands  of  fire,  bat 
another  diseharget  which  wounded  their  leader,  finally  repelled  them, 
leaving  Serjeant  Williams  victor,  and  his  ageU  father  and  mother, 
rescued  from  death. 

The  Savages  it  was  Fupposed  had  retired  witli  their  booty,  but 
althougii  the  utmost  caul  ion  was  exercised,  no  vigilance  could  effectu- 
ally guard  every  pomt  from  danger.  A  band  of  twenty  Indians 
suddenly  return^,  and  on  the  Kingston  side  of  the  river,  in  sight 
from  the  Wilkesbarre  fort,  in  broad  daylight,  murdered  three  valua* 
ble  citiians;  Mr.  Elihu  Williams,  Lieut  Buck,  and  Mr.  Stephen 
FsttebonSk  Frederick  Follet,  who  was  with  them,  fell  pierced  by 
seven  woands  firom  a  spear,  and  with  the  others  was  scalped,  and 
left  for  dead.  Instantly  a  detachment  of  men  was  sent  over;  the 
Indians  bad  fled.  Follet,  weltering  in  blood,  gave  signs  of  life,  and 
was  taken  to  the  fort.  Dr.  William  Hooker  Smith,  on  examining  his 
vounds,  said,  that  while  every  thing  should  be  done  that  kindness  and 
skill  could  suggest,  he  regarded  his  recovery  as  hopeless.  Yet  he  did 
recover.  One  spear  thrust  had  penetrated  his  stomach,  so  that  its 
contents  camo  out  at  his  side.  Mr.  Follet  lived  many  years,  and  re^ 
moved  to  Ohio,  where  he  left  a  large  family.  Da.  Sunn  gained  gresn 
credit  for  restoring  Follet  to  health  and  usefulness. 

Beinfefced  by  a  German  regiment  of  about  three  hundred  men. 
Col.  Bntler  was  enabled,  not  only  to  defend  his  position,  but  to  clear 
the  open  portions  of  the  Valley,  of  his  cruel  and  insolent  visiters;  but 
«nall  parties  of  Indians  still  hovered  around  Wyoming,  like  wolves 
around  a  sheep-fold.  They  waylaid  the  passes  through  the  moun* 
tains,  arid  occasiunuiiy  e3d)ibitcd  extraordinary  instances  of  courage 
and  audacity. 

Major  Powell,  commanding  two  hundred  men  of  a  regiment,  which 
had  been  much  reduced  by  losses  in  the  battle  of  Germantown,  having 
been  ordered  to  Wyoming,  arrived  at  ©ear  Creek,  about  ten  miles 
firom  the  fort,  on  the  night  of  the  19th  of  April.  Deeming  themselves 
out  of  danger  from  a  surprise  by  the  Indians,  orders  were  given  tb%t 
Mom  and  men  should  dress  in  their  best  apparel,  their  arms  be 
newly  burnished,  and  every  thing  be  pot  in  order  to  appear  respects 
ably  on  entering  the  Valley.  As  was  the  fashion  of  the  day,  the 


Digitized  by 


HISTaRT  OF  WTOMING. 


officers  wearing  ruffles,  were  also  powdered.  The  music,  partaking 
in  the  excitement  of  the  hoor,  played  their  liveliest  strmins  as  tha 
party  advanced*  Deer  were  reported  to  have  been  seen  by  the  wmih 
guard,  when  Capt  Davis,  and  Lieut  Jones,  armed  with  riflsa,  iiMii*^ 
diately  hastened  ibrvrard.  Near  the  snnimit  of  the  second  mouBlaim 
by  the  Laurel  Ron,  and  about  four  miles  from  the  fort»  a  fire  was 
opened  upon  them  by  the  Indians  in  ambnsh,  by  which  Capt.  Davis» 
IJeut.  Jones,  a  Cor[x>ral  by  the  name  of  Butler,  and  three  men  under 
his  comiiKind,  fell.  Major  Powell,  not  far  in  the  rear,  hastened  for- 
ward at  a  moment  wlien  an  Indian,  with  surprising  audacity,  fiatl 
seized  a  woman,  the  wife  of  one  of  the  soldiers  who  had  falU n,  and 
was  dragging  her  from  the  path,  into  the  thicket.  A  soldier  in  the 
act  to  fire,  was  stopped  by  Major  Powell,  but  the  woman  escaped. 
The  Major,  it  was  thought,  lost  the  self-possession  so  indispensable  l» 
a  soldier,  and  his  command  thrown  into  confusion,  retreated  in  dt»> 
order.  Uncertain  as  to  the  power,  though  too  fatally  assured  of  tlie 
prowess  of  bis  enemy,  Major  Powell  undoubtedly  esperieoead  a 
degree  of  fear,  which  the  force  of  the  enemy  disclosed,  or  probably 
present,  did  not  warrant ;  and  seems  scarcely  to  have  remembered 
that  he  still  commiinded  nearly  two  hundred  veteran  soldiers-  Dis- 
patching his  Suigeon,  who  volunteered  fur  the  occasion,  end  John 
Halstead,  a  soldier  of  Capt.  Bpaldini^'s  company,  who  had  met  him, 
and  acted  as  guide  to  Col.  Butler,  the  German  Battallion  was  mime- 
diately  called  to  arms,  and  marched  to  the  mountain,  to  escort  Mafor 
p.  and  his  men  to  the  Valley.* 

Major  Powell,  having  leave  to  resign,  soon  left  the  army. 

During  the  spring  and  early  part  of  summer,  vigorous  prepara- 
tions had  been  making  for  the  contemplated  invasion  of  the  Indian 
country.  A  brigade  from  New  York,  under  the  command  of  General 
James  Clinton,  had  wintered  on  the  Mohawk.  The  brigades  com* 
mandcd  by  Maxwell,  Hand  and  Poor,  with  Colonel  Proctor's  regiment 
of  artillery,  and  a  battalion  of  Morgan  s  riflemen,  under  the  conuiiand 
of  Major  Parr,  were  ordered  to  rendezvous  at  yonim::^ : — Majw 
General  John  Sullivan,  of  New  Hampshire,  being  appomled  to  the 
supreme  command. 

♦  The  bodies  of  the  two  officirs,  hastily  burieil,  were  exhumed  the  July  foU«>wmg,  and  on 
IIm  S9th  neiatemd  with  nilitary  and  nMonie  hoiKMn,  by  the  liRthfeii  of  Generd  8a1i' 
Iran's  army^  ami  ihe  vecimenta  oT  Col'a.  Proetor  ainl  HaUcj.  A  band  of  oNMfe^  Ao  im 
whoae  aool  wMOwang  strains  were  ever  beard  in  Wjoming*  added  intemt  to  the  actoa 
pomp,  and  gloomy  splendour  of  the  dtsplsy.  A  rade  stone,  but  the  best  and  nea|e«t  the 
eonditi'in  of  t*ir<  ottntry  allowed  them  to  ul>tr\iii.  was  erected  by  tlie  maeoOO,  at  the  bead  oC 
the  grave,  in  Wiiicesbarre  burying  gruuiui,  with  a  suitable  iikscriptioo. 
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AH  the  etrly  part  of  the  teaton,  was  a  time  of  high  exeiteneni  ^ 

in  the  Valley.    The  Gcraian  battalion,  and  Major  PowclPs  command  J 
had  arrived  in  April.    In  May,  orm  rej^iment  came  in  from  York  f 
county,  Pa.    Another  regiment  iron)  New  HampshirCi  and  a  com- 
pany commanded  by  Captain  John  Paul  Schott<5.* 

On  the  26th  of  May,  the  3d  Jersey  regiment  reached  Easton, 
where  the  Ist  Jersey  regiment,  two  regiments  from  New  Hampshire, 
and  Goi*  Proctor's  artillery,  ware  already  assembled.  A  strong  de- 
taehment  waa  sent  lorward  to  open  a  passage  for  the  artillery,  who 
cot  the  way  fiom  Stroudshorg,  erossmg  the  Lehigh  lour  miles 
aboire  StoddartSTllie,  whioh  has  ever  since  been  known  as  Sullivan's 
road,  and  is  still  oecasiomilly  traveled.  While  at  Easton,  two  sol- 
diera  of  Col.  Hubley*s  rcgiinciiL  were  executed  for  marauding;  and 
two  other  men  were  arrested,  and  condemned  to  death  for  en- 
deavoring to  persuade  soklici  s  to  df  sert ;  one  of  them  was  pardoned, 
the  other  who  had  been  a  lieutenant  in  the  roiiitia,  was  placed  in 
irons  to  he  moved  with  the  army.  / 
_X>.n  the  184-h  of  June  the  troops  left  Easton,  and  encamped  at  Wind-  ^ 
gap,  near  Heller's—let h,  at  Larner^s,  on  the  Pocono— 20t)i,  at  Chou* 
der's  camp— 31st,  at  Fatigue  camp— 2!2dt  at  Sullivan's  camp,  at 
Great  Meadows,  seven  miles  from  the  Valley,  and  on  the  23dr«X£^ 
rived  at  Wyoming.  The  whole  army  was  encamped  on  the  river 
flats,  below  Wilkesbarre,  a  portion  of  them  occupying  old  Port  Dur- 
kee.  Here  on  the  1st  day  of  July,  was  executed  the  lieutenant  of 
militia,  condemned  at  Easton,  the  first,  and  onlv  instance  of  capi- 
tal punishment,  ever  witnessed  witlnn  the  limits  of  Luzerne  county. 

Boats  having  been  provided  on  the  lower  \vater«  of  the  Susque- 
hanna for  that  purpose,  a  large  fleet  arrived  on  the  2ith,  loaded 
Avith  provisions  and  military  stores.  The  artillery  thundered,  and 
the  music  in  sweeter  strains  sounded  a  joyous  welcome. 

Not  a  single  movement  of  importance  bad  escaped  the  observation 
of  the  vigilant  and  alert  Indian  Council,  and  their  British  allies.  The 
numbers  and  aim  of  the  American  army  were  perfectly  compre- 
hended, and  its  strength  known  to  be  too  powerful,  successfully  to  be 
encountered  by  any  force  in  their  power  to  combine.  A  system 
of  tactics,  devised  with  skill,  and  executed  with  intrepid  boldness, 
was  entered  upon,  with  the  hope  of  disiraciing  the  attention  of  Gene- 

♦  Cftfrtiin  SdMrtto  wm  •  PnwUD  «ffioer  of  merit,  who  bad  wrved  in  the  armiwi  «f  Fnd*- 
lick  iIm Gmt  OAiuig  hmmtnem  to  Congms,  thU  bmly  oo  mom  mpwubto  iMom. 
mendiHioiM,  fanmetluitely  pfoiM  Inn  Om  tommamun  ot  captain.  BeoMniiig  a  cilnni  of 
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ral  SullivaOy  dividing  his  army,  and  thwarting  the  great  object  of 
the  campaign.  During  the  month  of  July,  attacks  were  made  by 
strong  bodies  of  Indians  and  Bntiab,  on  tlie  right  aud  left  of  th« 
American  army.  The  fifst  attack  was  apoo  Fredand's  Fort,  fiftaen 
milet  from  Nortbumberlandt  np  the  weat  braaoh  of  tfaa  BoaqBahnnna 
Two  hundred  and  fifty  men,  of  whom  eighty  were  Britiah  tranpap 
commanded  by  Captain  M'Donald,  the  rat  Indian^  led  by  Hiofcoi% 
a  veteran  brave  of  the  Seneca  tribe,  appeared  before  the  atodkadat 
afid  iliiuiaiidcd  its  surrender.  The  ineaiis  ot  defence  being  whoUy  in» 
adequate,  and  fair  terms  of  capitulation  being  offered,  the  garrison 
capitulated.  Gordon  states,  that  contrary  to  Indian  usage,  the  woineo 
and  children,  were  suffered  to  retire  into  the  settle[ncnts.  Policy 
would  obviously  dictate  some  restraint  on  their  savage  ferocity,  for 
their  own  wonoen  and  children,  it  waa  quite  probable,  wonld  aooii  be 
at  the  mercy  of  the  Americans. 

A  party  sent  from  Northumberland,  to  auccor  the  gmaon  at 
Freeland*8,  were  brought  to  action  with  a  auperior  lbroe»  wIm 
two  officers,  Captains  Hawkina  and  Boon,  with  fcurtean  of  their  mo, 
were  killed  and  scalped.  The  victorious  enemy  advanced  taiwavds 
Northumberland,  with  the  addition  of  an  hundred  men,  whom  tkejF 
bad  kepi  in  reserve,  creating  in  Fort  Augusta,  and  all  the  neighboring 
settlements,  the  utmost  alarms 

The  same  week  of  the  invasion  by  Hiokoto  and  M' Donald,  Brandt, 
the  dreaded  Thayendenegea,  with  a  party  of  warriors,  fell  upon  ibe 
Minisink  settlement,  in  Orange  county.  New  York,  killing  several  of 
the  inhabitants,  and  making  others  prisoners.  Ten  houses,  twelve 
barns  and  two  mills,  were  consumed  by  fire.  About  a  huudrod  and 
fifty  militia  from  Goshen  and  the  neighborhood,  marched  in  panstiit 
The  wary  Brandt,  cunning  as  he  was  brave,  saw  in  their  harty 
vanoe,  victims  to  his  superior  prowess.  The  rarely  failing  aapadlant 
of  eichanging  a  round  or  tvro,  and  then  retreating  as  if  driven  bade, 
and  thus  leading  the  too  confident  enemy  into  an  ambuscade,  was 
successfully  resorted  to,  and  it  is  melancholy  to  relate,  that  more 
thaii  an  imodred  were  left  dead  on  the  field.  An  attack  followed 
on  the  CoQDecticut  settlement  on  the  Lackawaxeo,  within  the  town 

^*8cniis  yetrs  after  tho  w  ir,  Cmptaia  M'Don&ld,  hamg  biuiiMM  wrth  Ibe  ft  mini  >  m 

govcrnmenl,  on  his  way  from  Canada  veiitumi,  from  jtride  or  curiosity,  to  visit  the  grotind  uf 
his  victory,  anti  tnrHffl  fwirt  of  a  ni^hi  st  Norfhiimberlarnl.    Alarmed  at  certain  inovei«onU, 
indicating  hostility,  he  hired  a  servant  to  take  him  down  the  atrcam  in  a  canoe,  before  tiny- 
light  ihooU  •zpow  him  to  hi«  (aa  be  had  reaaun  to  aoppoee)  excited  eneouea.  Hta  fioc  tiorae 
■ftur  ntiMiniin  niHTljr  n  jrnr  irith  tin  inn  Imjiw  niwliimii^.  «VM«ldJbrUilwe|ung. 
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of  WdMnoofblftDdt  vAMk  wu  broken  npt  leveral  \hm  lortp  ud  a 
manber  ef  penoM  Man  prkniien.  Brandt  retanwd  from  thit  espe- 
dittat  with  trifling  km  on  bis  own  partt  having  nearly  dooUe  as 
flinny  mips  and  prisoners  as  he  moBtered  warriort.  Thus,  netsen- 

ger  nikfft  messenger,  express  following  express,  came  in  to  General 
Sullivan,  from  the  east  and  soalfiwest,  from  his  right  and  his  left, 
announcing  invasion,  masisacre,  and  coiiflcigration,  all  around  iiim. 
Fixed  in  his  purpose,  pursuing  his  seltlcd  jxilicy,  he  detached  not  a 
man  from  his  main  body,  but  gave  immediate  orders,  that  the  artil- 
lery should  be  placed  in  the  boate»  and  every  preparation  made  for  im- 
mediate departure* 

Details  are  necessary  te  give  the  reader  a  Jnst  idea  of  the  impu* 
dent  bbtdness  of  these  savage  wairiors.  Three  thoosand  men  wove 
encamped  at  Wyoming ;  yet  on  the  S6tht>f  July,  a  messenger  came 
in  iMsle  from  Pljjtnrnnni  n  mile  or  two  from  the  tents,  deshring  the  ^ 
presenee  of  Br.  Ellmore,  the  Indians  having  shot  a  man,  both  in  hhi 
side  and  thigh. 

From  some  cause,  left  unexplained,  a  large  number  of  the  German 
battalion  had  become  disaffected  and  deserted.  The  deserters  were 
arrested,  and  twenty-nine  tried  by  a  court-martial  were  condemned 
to  die.  After  being  held  some  time  in  confinement,  being  penitent, 
they  united  in  a  petition  that  their  lives  might  be  spared.  A  board 
of  officers^  over  which  Gen.  Poor  presided,  on  inqniry,  recommended 
them  to  mercy ;  and  the  settlement  and  army  were  gratified  with 
the  pardon  of  the  whole,  who  returned  cheerfoliy  to  duty,  and  con- 
ducted themselves,  thenceforward,  with  unexceptionable  propriety. 

On  the  evening  of  the  86th,  Col.  Reed  arrived  with  nuiety  wagons* 
loaded  with  stores,  and  on  Saturday  the  SUt  of  July,  the  whole  ^ 
camp  was  in  commoiion,  in  obedience  to  marching  orders,* 

TliQ  artillery  being  destined  to  proceed  by  water,  having  been 
placed  on  board,  the  command  was  confided  to  Col.  Proctor.  An 
hundred  and  twenty  boats  following  in  line,  with  5?ufficient  <\mce 
between  to  avoid  accidents,  must  have  extended  nearly  two  miles. 
The  army  that  marched  by  land,  consisting 

1st.  Of  the  brigade  of  G^en.  Poor,  composed,  besides  others,  of  the 
two  regiments  from  New  Hampshire,  and  one  from  Massaehusetts-^ 
the  latter  under  the  orders  of  CoL  Dearborn. 

\Tlie  druais  beat  and  ttic  iiles  played,  ui  uprightly  iini»on,  ihe  HexcUlit, 

*  Don't  you  hear  your  General  say, 
Strike  yoiu  teaU  aoU  march  awaj.** 
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2d.  A  brigade  from  New  Jersey,  of  which  the  first,  second  and 

/third  regiments,  from  tiiat  state,  composed  a  part ;  Gen.  Maxwell. 
3d.  The  Pennsylvnnia  brigade.  cnrmiKiaded  by  Gen.  Hand,  wliitih 
among  others  included  the  regiineiits  of  Col.  Richard  Butler.  Co'. 
Hubley,  and  Col.  Hartley,  and  the  Germao  battalion,  (or  regnneni, 
•a  it  \b  sometimes  termed  by  the  ancient  people  and  old  writers.) 

4th.  A  strong  detachmeDt  from  Morgan*s  rifle  eorfte,  io  eoaamai 
of  Major  Parr,  ia  which  were  engrafted  for  the  expedttioD  a  nualnr 
of  expert  riflemen  from  Wyomiog. 
5tli.  Capt.  Spalding's  Westmoreland  Independent  Company. 
6th.  Capt  Schott*8  company  of  Riflemen. 

7th.  A  company  of  Wyoming  militia,  chiefly  riflemen,  under  the 
command  of  Capt.  John  Fi  aiiklui;  the  whole  under  the  orders  of 
Majur-General  Sullivan.    As  chief  i^uide,  the  General  reposed  on 
f  the  skill  of  Lieutenant  John  Jenkins.    The  whole  force  cons is,tt  d  of 
I  about  thirty-five  hundred  men ;  and  in  taking  up  the  line  from 
y   Wilkesbarre,  the  following  was  the  prescribed  order  of  march,  to  be 
adhered  to  as  nearly  as  the  extremely  broken  country,  narrow 
defiles,  and  rugged  roads  would  permit,  until  Gen.  Clinton  should  be 
met  at  Tioga  Point.  **  The  light  corps,"  says  the  journal  of  a  faffi> 
gade  chaplain,    which,  agreeable  to  general  orders,  were  to  mardi 
in  three  columns,  were,  by  Gen.  Hand,  arranged  as  follows 

Eleventh  Pennsylvania  regiment,  and  Capt  Spalding's  Indepen- 
dent Company  advanced  by  platoons  from  the  centre  of  a  line 
formed  by  them,  and  constituted  a  column  to  proceed  on  the  mnin 
road.  The  German  regiment,  and  Capt.  Schott's  Independent  rorps 
^  from  the  right  of  said  regiment  formed  a  column,  and  marched  on 
the  right  of  the  eleventh,  etc.,  having  their  right  flank  covered  bt 
one-third  of  the  light  infantry,  of  the  eleventh,  and  Schott's  riflemen 
in  Indian  file.  Two  thirds  of  the  light  infantry  of  the  eleventh,  and 
Capt.  Spalding's  riflemen  marched  in  Indian  file  on  the  left  of  the 
column,  to  cover  its  left  flank,  and  answer  the  purpose  of  a  tbiid 
column.  Each  column  and  flanking  party  had  {^portioned  to  tboir 
strength  respectively,  a  small  party  advanced ?n  front.  The  sani^ 
order  to  be  observed,  if  possible,  until  our  arrival  at  Tioga  PbiBt* 
Two  thousand  pack  horses  allended  tiie  army.  Col.  Ztbulon  Butler 
was  left  with  as  many  men  as  he  deemed  the  circumstances  to 
quire,  f  >r  the  protection  of  Wyoming. 

At  nine  of  o'clock,  every  thing  being  in  readin  gs,  the  tici  t  [♦  t: 
their  moorings,  saluting  the  fort  as  they  passed,  with  thirteen  canooo. 
The  honour  was  returned  in  the  best  style  by  the  four  pounder. 
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The  army  marching  up  on  Uie  east  side,  and  extending  more  than 
a  mile,  now  shut  out,  by  hill  or  wood,  from  the  sight  of  the  boats, 
md  now  cmning  near  the  bank,  and  in  full  view,  colours  waved  from 
«acb  squadron  of  the  advancing  fleet ;  colours  floated  on  the  breeze 
^mm  every  column  of  the  anny ;  the  rolling  drams,  the  ear-piercing 
fifes,  bands  of  music  on  board  and  on  shore,  pouring  forth  martial 
and  patriotic  airs,  filled  the  Valley  with  the  concord  of  sweet  and 
inspiring  strains.  Hill  answered  to  hill,  mountain  echoed  to  moun- 
tain. Here  was  ail  the  pomp,  and  pride  and  circumstance  ot  ^lu- 
rious  war.  The  scene  presented,  was,  in  the  highest  degree,  grand 
and  sublime  !  But  hark  !  How  ciiangcd  those  notes  !  As  the  fleet 
approached  Monockasy  Island,  a  portion  of  the  battle  ground,  the 
music  struck  a  solemn  dirge,  in  honour  of  the  patriot  dead.  Then 
followed  a  moment  of  silence,  when  the  whole  proceeded  in  business 
order,  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  great  object  of  the  expedition.  I 

The  army  encamped,  the  first  night,  on  the  large  flat  at  the  con- 
fluence of  the  Susquehanna  and  Lackawanna ;  on  the  6th  at  Wya* 
laaing ;  on  the  9th,  at  Queen  Esther^s  Plains,  (Sheshequin,)  and  on  ^ 
the  11th,  reached  Tioga  Point,  having  to  wade  the  Susquehanna, 
deep  to  their  armpits — ^their  cartridge-boies  borne  aloft  on  their  bay- 
onets. Here  they  encamped,  being  still  in  the  town  of  Westmore- 
land. On  llic  march,  two  soldiers  died  huddenly,  and  one  of  Col. 
Proctor's  men  was  wounded.  A  number  of  cattle,  and  several  pack- 
horses  were  precipitated  from  narrow  defiles  down  the  mountains, 
and  dashed  to  pieces  on  the  river  bank. 

General  James  Clinton,  who  had  wintered  on  the  Mohawk,  had 
advanced  to  the  head  of  the  Susquehanna  river,  at  Otsego  lake,  and 
had  there  built  two  hnndred  batteaux.  Having  dammed  up  the  out* 
let,  he  prepared  an  artificial  fresh,  on  which  he  was  wafted  down  an  y 
hundred  miles.  On  the  22d  of  August,  escorted  by  Gen.  Poor,  who  u 
had  advanced  to  meet  him  with  a  detachment  firom  his  brigade,  the 
arrival  of  Gen.  Clinton  was  welcomed  by  a  salvo  of  artillery. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Indians  had  discovered  themselves  on  several 
ponits  ;  attacked  some  ol  our  small  parties,  and  taken  the  scalps  of 
a  Serjeant  and  I  wo  or  iliree  men.*  On  the  2olh  of  August,  a  captain 
of  the  New  Haiupsliire  troo[)s  was  aecidently  killed. 

At  Tioga  Point,  a  strong  stockade  was  erected,  into  which  all 
the  stores,  nut  absolutely  needed,  were  placed.    Two  or  three 

*  Tlie  journal  of  a  Nem  Uain|«liire  ufficcr,  states  "  that  Gen.  tlaod  faxit  MX  1MB  klttad, 
Uifw  dfiecn  and  teven  umi  woonded  la  m  ikiniuab  on  tbe  13th  of  Aogoic" 
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the  lick,  and  the  fiirt  left  m  eiiai^  «f  Capt»  SiHmvBf  of  iIib 

second  Jersey  regunent,  bating  two  buodred  and  6fty  taea  nodar 

his  command. 

On  the  26th  of  August,  having  passed  beyond  the  river  mountains, 
and  attained  a  comparatively  opeo  country,  tike  army  took  up  their 
line  of  march  in  this  order. 

Gen.  Hand's  brigade,  in  front,  in  eigbt  columns. 

€ren.  Poor's  brigade  on  tba  rigbtt  in  eight  oolmnni,  flaaked  hf  a 
strong  body  of  light  troops. 

Geo.  MiHCwtll'a  brigade  on  the  left*  io  eight  eohnni8»  flaohad  fay 
light  troopa. 

Geo.  Cliotoo's  brigade,  io  eight  coloaMu,  io  the  rear. 

CoL  Proctor'a  artillery  io  the  ceotre,  flaoked  on  the  right  and  left 

by  double  files  of  pack-horses,  which  separated  bis  conunand  fhan 
Poor,  and  MaxwelPs  brigades. 

The  only  important  stand  made  by  the  enemy  was  below  New- 
town, eighteen  miles  above  Tioga  Point,  on  the  Tioga,  (orChenmug) 
river.  CoL  John  Butler,  Capt.  Walter  Butler,  (his  son,)  the  two 
Johosons,  Grey,  and  McDonald,  commanded  the  British  and  Tories. 
Brandt,  (Thayeodenegea,  the  terrible,)  was  at  the  head  of  the  coaa- 
bioed  lodiao  warriors  of  the  Six  Nations.  Their  Dumbers  have  been 
mioofly  estimated,  torn  fifteen  bondred  to  two  theoaand  ^iM^B 
meo«* 

On  the  north  side  of  the  Tioga  river,  where  there  is  a  bend  tatm- 

ing  ahnost  a  right  angle,  on  a  steep  gravelly  bank,  the  enemy  had 
thrown  up  a  breast-work,  extending  rRarly  half  a  mile  in  length, 
north  towards  the  liills,  and  here  preparalioiis  wero  carefully  made 
for  a  decisive  battle.  Their  right  and  roar  were  guarded  by  the 
stream,  their  left  only  exposed;  but  on  the  nfjig^hboring  heights  oo 
their  left  flank,  strong  bodies  of  their  sharp-shooters  were  statioaad. 
To  mask  their  works,  pine  shrubs  had  been  cut,  and  stuck  up  In 
front,  as  if  still  growing.  The  road  ran  to  the  foot  of  the  gravel  h9l, 
on  which  they  had  fortified,  then  taming  to  the  right,  IbUoiwii^  a 
small  brook  in  a  line  parallel  with  the  breast*workt  so  that,  had  ths 
army  marched  on  without  disoovering  their  position,  the  whole  left 
would  have  been  exposed  to  a  raking  fire  on  the  fiank.  Some  dnr* 

*  h  bat  beaa  tlttad,  that  them  wm  but  two  honditd  wliitai  piwpt.  Tlib  mmm  mij 
impvobabfo.  Butler  aoil  JobmoQ  bad  mow  than  that  namber  at  WjoniBf .  8a  mmnf 
Canadian  aod  i«nigaa  oAoaia  oonU  kudij  hava  been  in  oonnaad  nf  tcaa  than  fmt  m  Ht 
bandied  mea. 
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mishing  bad  previoasly  taken  place,  and  several  men  had  fallen. 
Fortunately  Major  Parr,  in  advance  with  his  riflemen,  discovered  the 
Indian  line  of  defence,  and  fjave  itnmediate  notice  to  the  advancing 
columns.  Gen.  Hand  forthwith  formed  the  light  infantry  in  the 
wood,  about  eighty  rods  from  thci  eiiemy«  and  waited  until  the  other 
eolumns  should  ooma  up* 

Gen.  Sullivan  promptly  gave  orders  to  Gen.  Poor,  to  scale  the 
hille  OB  hii  right,  rouse  the  Indians  from  their  lurking  places*  who, 
ke  did  nel  doiil»t»  worn  there  In  foroor  at  the  bayonet's  point»  and 
pmsiog  on  with  spirit,  giving  them  no  tune  to  shelter  themselves 
faeklad  trw*  and  tben  to  fall  on  the  left  flank  and  rear  of  the  enemy. 
Proetor,  with  his  artillery,  took  up  a  position  to  render  his  shot  and 
shells  most  effective,  and  played  with  great  vivacity.  Parr,  with 
the  wliole  riiie  corps,  was  actively  engaged.  Sp;dding  and  Franklin 
with  the  Wyoming  troops  were  in  the  thickest  uf  the  fjght.  General 
Hand  led  his  light  infantry  to  the  assault  with  the  greatest  gallantry'. 
Clinton  and  Maxwell  were  held  in  impatient,  though  prudent,  reserve. 
The  enemy  contested  the  ground  with  determined  resolution,  until 
the  active  and  decisive  moTement  of  Poor  cleared  the  hills,  and  un- 
veiled their  dank  to  his  now  descending  and  impetuous  attaek,  when 
tbey  fled  with  precipitation.  The  true  Indian  character  was  now 
eiliibited.  Cunning  in  expedient — ^patient  under  wer^  privation  in 
advancing  on  an  enemy— -impetuous  and  terrible  in  attack---<0Ter- 
bearing*  insolent  and  crod  in  ▼ietory— so*  when  defeated,  broken 
spirited,  (like  the  tiger  when  he  has  missed  his  prey,)  cowering 
almost  into  cowardice,  for  a  time  no  power  can  rally  them.  The 
victory  was  decisive.  No  seriou3  attempt  was  afterwards  made  to 
check  the  advance  of  the  army.  About  thirty  men  fell  in  the  battle. 
How  many  of  the  Indians,  could  not  be  known  ;  as  it  is  felt  to  be, 
among  them,  a  most  sacred  duty  to  carry  off  their  dead*  and  conceal 
the  number  of  the  slain.  CapL  FrankliUi  of  the  Wyoming  vol  u  nteers, 
raeeived  a  ball  in  his  shoulder,  and  several  from  his*  Spalding's  and 
Schott's  companies*  were  wounded. 

Not  a  moment  of  deli^  was  allowed.  Being  now  in  the  Indian 
oountry*  hundreds  of  fields*  teeming  with  corn,  beans,  and  other 
vegetables,  were  laid  waste  with  rigid  severity.  Every  house,  hut, 
and  wigwam,  was  consumed.  Cultivated  in  rude  Indian  fashion  for 
centuries,  orchards  abounded,  and  near  a  town,  between  the  Seneca 
and  Cayuga  lakes,  thcrt?  were  fifteen  hundred  peach  trees,  bcndinrr 
under  ripe,  and  ripening  fruit :  all  wore  rut  down.  The  besom  of 
destructioo  swept*  if  with  regret  and  pity*  still  with  firm  hand, 
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through  all  tlif  ir  fair  fields  and  fertile  plains.    Deeply  were  they 
made  to  drink  ot  the  bitter  chalice  they  had  so  oiten  forced  remorse- 
lessly to  the  lips  of  the  frontier  settlers  within  their  readb  Soon 
Idea  of  the  extent  of  country  inhabited  by  tbe  Indians,  tba  mm- 
ber  of  their  towns,  and  the  great  quantity  of  produce  to  be  destroyed, 
may  be  formed,  when  it  is  stated  that  an  army  of  four  thoogaiid  own 
were  employed,  without  a  day's  (except  indispensable)  remisfioo,  firom 
tbe  20th  of  August,  until  the  28th  of  September,  in  acoompHshiog 
the  work  of  destruction.   The  furthest  northwest  extent  of  General 
Sullivan's  advance,  was  to  Genesee  castle,  at  the  large  flats  on  the 
beaufUul  river  of  that  name.    Two  or  three  incidents  that  occurred 
on  tlic  march  have  too  much  interest  to  he  omitted.    At  Kanadia,  on 
the  5th  of  September,  Mr.  Luke  Swetland,  one  ot  the  most  respect- 
able citizens  of  Wyoming^  who  had  been  taken  prisoner  the  year 
previous,  was  relieved  from  captivity.   At  Canandaigua,  on  tbe  Ttb, 
a  white  child  was  found,  indeed  an  orphan,  without  knowledge  of  its 
parents.  We  regret  our  inability  to  record  its  fete.   A  few  daya 
after,  a  woman  who  had  been  taken  at  Wyoming,  came  into  tbe 
army,  with  a  child  in  her  arms  of  seven  or  eight  months  old.  Her 
name  we  have  not  been  able  to  learn.   One  old  squaw,  too  old  to  be 
removed,  was  the  only  human  being  belonging  to  the  enemy  left  by 
them,  so  totally  was  their  country  deserted.    But  a  most  melancholy 
occurrence  demunds  a  more  particular  narration. 

On  the  13th  of  September,  Lieut.  Boyd  of  the  rifle  corps,  was 
directed  to  take  five  or  six  men,  with  a  friendly  Indian  as  a  guide, 
and  to  advance  towards  the  Genesee  to  rcconnoiter.  Numbers  volun- 
teering, he  marched  out  at  the  head  of  twenty-four  men ;  too  few  if 
battle  was  intended ;  too  many  if  secresy  and  celerity  were  pnam 
requisites  of  the  enterprise*  Striking  Little  castle,  on  tbe  Genesee 
river,  be  surprised,  killed  and  scalped  two  Indians.  On  his  retmi, 
Boyd  was  surrounded  by  a  strong  detachment  of  the  enemy,  wko 
killed  fourteen  of  his  men,  and  took  him  and  a  soldier  prisoners ;  eight 
men  only  escaping.   The  next  day  the  army  accelerated  their  march, 
with  the  hope  of  releasing  Lieut.  Boyd.    On  arriving  at  the  Genesee 
CasiK',  his  remains  and  those  of  the  other  prisoner  were  found,  sur- 
rounded by  all  the  horrid  evidences  of  savage  barbarity.    The  tor- 
ture hres  were  yet  burning.    Flaming  pine  knots  had  been  thrust  into 
their  flesh,  their  finger  nails  pulled  out,  their  tongues  cut  oflf,  and 
their  heads  severed  from  their  bodies.   It  is  said  that  Boyd  wn 
brought  before  Col.  Butler,  who  examined  him,  Boyd  beii^  on  oM 
knee,  a  warrior  on  each  side  firmly  grasping  hit  arms,  a  third  at  bit 
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back,  with  tomakawk  raised.  What  a  si:ene  for  a  limner!  *• 
many  men  has  Sullivan?  "I  cannot  tell  you,  sir."  How  is  the  aiiny 
divided  and  clisjjused ?**  "I  cannot  grivc  you  any  information,  sir." 
"iioyd,  I ifc  IS  sweet,  you  had  better  afiswer  ine."  "Duty  forbids, 
and  I  would  not  if  life  depended  on  the  word — but  Col.  Butler,  I 
know  the  iBSue,  my  doom  is  fixed."  Another  version  of  the  affair 
omits  the  interview,  and  relates  that  Boyd  was  stabbed  in  the  abdo- 
men,  an  btestine  drawn  out  and  tied  to  a  tree,  around  which  the 
anfierer  was  driven.  Both  may  be  true.  That  a  prisoner  should  be 
taken  befiire  Bntler  for  examinatkHi  is  quite  probable. 

"  While  Sullivan*'  (we  copy  Marshall)  "laid  waste  the  count j  on 
the  Susquehanna,  another  expedition  under  Col.  Brodhead  was  car- 
ried on  from  Pittsburg  up  tin  Alleghany,  against  the  Mingo,  Munsey, 
and  Seneca  tribes.  At  the  head  of  between  six  and  seven  hundred 
men,  he  advanced  two  hundred  miles  up  the  river,  arid  destroyed  the 
village*^  and  cornfields  on  its  head  branches.  Here  too  the  Indians 
were  unable  to  resist  the  invading  army.  After  one  uiisuccessfal 
skirmish,  they  abandoned  their  villages  to  a  destruction  that  was 
inevitable,  and  sought  for  personal  safety  in  the  woods." 

The  army  withdrew  to  Tioga  point  on  the  29th  September,  and  in 
the  evening  Capt.  Shreeve  gave  an  entertainment  to  the  officers,  in 
the  best  style  in  his  power,  the  pleasure  of  which  was  heightened  by 
learning  the  particulars  of  the  surprise  and  capture  of  Stony  Point 
by  the  gallant  Wayne. 

General  Sullivan  gave  his  troops  three  days  of  rest,  and  Oct.  4th 
marched  lo  Standing  Stone  bottom.  On  the  5th  the  whole  nrmy, 
including  the  New  York  brigade,  under  General  Clinton,  except 
those  who  took  charge  of  the  pack-horses,  embarked  on  board  the 
boats,  and  were  wafted,  with  hearts  elate,  down  that  cbrystal  stream, 
cheered  alternately  by  songs  and  music;  for  rigid  discipline  was, 
CO  an  occasion  so  joyous,  temporarily  relaxed. 

Col.  Zebulon  Butler  at  Wyoming,  having  been  apprised  of  iheir 
approach,  welcomed  them  with  a  salute,  and  on  the  8th,  gave  an 
entertainment,  more  sumptuous  and  profuse  than  the  Valley  had  ever 
before  witnessed  Venison  and  wild  turkey  smoked  upon  the  board, 
and  Gen.  Sullivan,  in  fine  spirits,  imparted  animation  to  the  feasC. 
Delaying  only  until  the  10th,  the  army  marched,  and  arrived  at 
Easton  on  the  ir>ih.  On  the  17th  of  October,  a  day  of  thanksgiving 
was  held,  and  a  sernioii  preached  by  the  Rev.  Dr  Evans,  of  (^cn. 
Poor's  brigade,  when  the  several  detachments  of  the  victorious  little 
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.«rm7  aeparatad,  taking  up  new  pMtboi  aligned  by  hi*  fiicelkacgr 
liie  CommaQder  ia  Chiell 
Throughout  the  whole  campaign*  the  conduct  of  Gen.  SuUWu 

was  distinguished  by  courage,  energy  and  skill.    Unfbrtuoatolyf  UOM 
after  taking  the  command  at  Wyoming,  in  general  orders,  he  ani- 
nuidvertcd  wiih  severity  upon  the  Boaid  ot  War,  who  had  resisted 
what  they  deemed  uureasonable  demands  for  provisions,  forage, 
stores,  and  means  of  transportation.    Sept.  let,  1779,  in  the  Conli- 
oetital  CoQgr608»  "  a  letter  was  readi  dated  August  dlst,  fraai  the 
Board  of  War,^ enclosing  a  copy  of  general  orders  iaaued  to  the  troope 
under  his  conunaodt  by  Major  Gea.  John  SuUivan,  reflecting  upon  the 
Beard»  and  representing  tluit  the  characters  of  the  Board  are  made. 
,iree  with  in  Gen.  Sullivan's  arny,  who^  being  under  a  deceptioar 
c^ure  the  Board  with  great  bitterness ;  and,  thereopoiv  request 
Congress  to  appoint  a  cooimittee  to  ^nimine  into  their  ooodncl»  dtc** 
October  1  lih. — On  motion  of  Mr.  Gerry  :  "  Resolved,  That  the 
thanks  of  Congress  be  given  to  ius  Excellency  General  A\  ashmgion, 
for  direct inf^,  and  to  Major-Gencral  Sullivan,  and  the  brave  otiicers 
and  sohiiLis  under  his  command,  for  effectually  conducting  an  im- 
portant expedition,  against  such  oi  the  Indian  nations,  as  encouraged 
by  the  counsels,  and  conducted  by  the  officers  of  his  Britanoic  Ma- 
jesty, had  perfidiously  waged  an  unprovoked  and  cruel  war  agaiiiat 
these  United  States ;  laid  waste  many  of  their  defenceless  townst  aad 
with  savage  barbarity  slaughtered  the  inhabitants  theraoC" 
'  A  second  reaolutbn  proposes  to  set  apart  a  day  of  general 
.thanksgiving,  which  shows  the  iiaportaace  attached  to  SuUivan's 
jenioent  success. 

Still  the  voice  oi  censure  iiom  the  Board  oi  War.  and  llieir  par- 
,lizans  in  Congress,  was  reiterated  and  loud. 

On  the  1 'J I h  of  November,  a  letter  was  read  from  General  SuUivan, 
dated  tiie  iith,  "  requesting  leave,  on  account  of  ill  health,  to  retire 
from  the  service."  Whereupon  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gerry, 
"  that  tii^  resignation  of  Major-General  Sullivan  be  not  accepted,  but 
that  he  have  leave  to  retire  firom  the  senrioe»  a«  long  as  ha  shall 
jadge  it  expedient  for  the  recovery  of  his  health."  This  inotioo»  iap' 
fliead  of  being  adopted,  was  relerred  to  a  conifnittaq,  ca  whouB  m> 
poit  to  Congress^  on  the  30th  Noveanberf  **  Resolved,  That  Congrcas 
have  a  just  sense  of  the  aetviees  and  abUiities  of  Ifajor-Geaeral 
SaUivan,  and  greatly  regret  the  indisposition  which  deprives  them  of 
ao^ gallant  an  officer  *  that  as  General  Sullivan's  health  will  not  [>enua 
his  continuance  in  the  American  array,  his  resignation  be  accepted.'" 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Livingston,  **  Resolved,  That  the  President  be 
requested  to  return  the  thanks  of  Cungress  to  Major •Generai  buili* 
van  for  his  past  services." 

Thus  was  the  f^allant  veteran  politely  bowed  out.  Imprudent  in 
expression  he  may  have  been>  but  his  meritoriotis  services  should 
have  caused  a  few  hasty  words  to  be  overlooked^  and  lie  skmdd  ba¥e 
beeo  genenMisIy  retaiiied  in  hit  cemoMnd. 

It  may  well  be  regarded  as  one  of  tke  Most  eafraordiaary  tl» 
stances  of  healtlifiiliiess  on  records  tliat  this  army;  eseeedteg  three 
thoQsaad  meat  (oot  inehidiDg  Gbederal  CHnton's  brigade)  during  the 
•ammer  and  antiram,  in  battie>  by  aeeideiit  and  siefcness*  shoaU  -bate 
suflered  so  inconsiderable  loss.  Marshall  says :  "  The  obf^t  of  the 
expedition  being  accomplished,  Sullivan  returned  to  Easton,  Pcna* 
sylvauia,  having  lost  only  forty  men,  by  sickness  and  the  enemy.* 

•  ScAc  I. — Tn  takinff  leave  of  Genpml  Snllivjtn,  it  may  notb?  improper  tortfic!  that  he  had 
tlisplftved  signal  ability  in  various  ecfiaraie  comraarKlf,  previous  to  his  being  selected  to 
titrect  the  northern  expeiiilioo.  Ue  bad  ako  been  present  at  llie  battles  of  Long  Island^ 
Branny  wine  and  Qcnuantown.  Immediately  after  the  ecceplaaoe  9i\m  f«aigQation,  he  wai 
ctoded  to  Congfem  from  Ne«r  Htnpeltifet  vn»  allerwMdv  fteehlem  ef  llut  fliHht,  and  a 
Otebkl  Jodgvof  the  United  St«tai»  appointea  by  Waehington.  Bom  in  1741,  be  M 
lanoarf  iS,119S,aged  MjMearjtsnj  aotliat  wliea at  Wyeaiiag, ha wmahom  Sriilj  iiwn 
ymrs  old. 

Note  '2  —General  Edward  Hand,  whose  name  lia^  several  tiinea  occurred  in  recounting  the 
events  of  ihtii  campaign,  a»  a  dtsUnguished  Pennsjrlvanian,  demande  a  further  iMtlee.  He 

in  tl98"9,  ha  minanniwi  t»  taka  command  of  the  army  being  laiaed  to  rmirt  the  aggwarfaaa 

•f  SVance,  that  giaat  and  >roo  l  m.^n  desired  the  appointment  of  General  Hand  aa  Adjutant 
Greneral.  Tie  wi*  rxtr»'  ii  !v  !ieloveil  I'V  ht^  mm,  and  wrvH  with  ^rrni  u^Mnoa^  and 
honour.  Whru  ]n\irc  c  i-.nr  he  was  called  rfequciillv  bv  hin  fellow  ci'.izcii-*,  L)  jHTroriii  high 
ctvti  duties  Lim  luuiie  u  altachod  to  the  Ponnsyivoiiia  Con^lution  of  i7i^  The  oki 
Wyomiitg  soldiera,  speak  of  hb  naUa  haiaaaia&ahip»  and  atlnehmeni  to  hia  genenaui  ohat^ 
gen.  Be  loda  a  flno  aetfte  grey;  bat  a  aoml  roan,  reroafkable  fat  lofty  catiiaga  and 
%,fMtai  aethm,  was  hia  fttfoniHa  parada  hone.  Tlii^  he  sent  forward  by  his  servant,  the 
aMMwnt  he  arrived  on  the  return  of  the  army  at  Tioga-point,  to  Col.  Butler  at  Wyoniagk 
with  a  particular  ref]iT«>Ht,  that  be  mi^ht  be  rccruitf^d  .n<T,iinit  his  arrival. 

Note  3.— In  i7'J0,  Bi<j  i'ree,  an  Indian  of  the  tscncca  nation,  being  one  of  a  dele|Tation  at 
Philiwielphia,  addressing  Gen.  Waahington,  thua  fixUngly  refen  to  Bollivan's  destruction  of 
their  airttlaaianla.  "Fklher-i-Whan  your  army  entered  the  coontry  of  tha  Six  Nations,  we 
called  yontha  TWn  Mreyeri  to  tMa  day  when  yaur  name  b  haani,  aar  women  laoit  b»> 
hii)d  &m\  turn  pale,  and  our  rliil  In  n  rlitig  closer  tci  the  necks  of  their  moChan.*'  Big>Tlli 
joined  the  Ameriesn  army  utnlor  Wayne,  in  1703,  hut  committcil  mnci'lp. 

Barluw,  in  bi»  Columbiad,  rciismag  to  the  Indian  expedition  againisl  Wyoming,  has  tbeaa 

,  * 

lion  r — 

**  Hiaaavage  Jundea,  tha  mncderona  Mman  laada, 
FUeetfeftmigb  the  wooils,  and  treads  the  tangled  tmeadaf 

Shunfl  open  combif,  t<?afhP8  w?n'rr  t<»  roM. 
Skulk,  couch  ihr  nmbihih,  n'uu  i!ir  liuuu-r's  gun  J 
Whirl  the  sly  loinuiiawk,  the  war  whoop  sing, 
Olfida  the  ipoiK  and  peek  the  iDalpa  tlMty  briim»'* 
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**  After  the  return  of  General  Sullivan,"  says  Mr.  Chapman, ''seve- 
ral parlies  of  Indians,  stimulated  by  revenge  for  the  losses  xhcy  had 
sustained,  continued  to  range  among  the  mountains  (  1  ^\  \  uniing,  in 
thirst  of  vengeance  upon  the  white  people,  and  occasionally  raucfht 
and  tortured,  in  the  most  cruel  maooer,  aoy  defenceless  individuals 
that  came  in  their  way." 

This  paragraph,  and  a  statement  of  the  affair  at  Nescopeck,  where 
the  party  under  Lieut  Myers  wa«  cut  off,  is  all  that  Mr.  C.  recordi 
of  Indian  depredations  after  1779. 

Even  that  excellent,  and  generally  accurate  work»  the  "  AHsnciir 
EifCTCuvBDiA,**  so  late  at  1840,  speaking  of  BulliTsn^s  expedilim 
against  the  Indians,  says,  "By  this  one  blow  an  end  was  pot  to  thdr 
incursions  and  cruelties.** 

It  will  be  seen  from  our  annals  of  the  three  succeeding  years.  1780, 
•  1781,  1782,  that,  instead  of"  the  danger  of  the  Indian  wars  ix.Hi^  in 
a  great  measure  removed,  the  inhabitants  returned  in  great  numbers 
to  their  possessions  at  Wyoming,  where  their  settlements  aga'm 
flourished/'  that,  in  fact,  those  three  years  were  rife  with  ladian  io* 
▼asionsy  and  that  Wyoming  was  almost  one  continued  soeoeof  plan* 
der  and  captivity-murder,  conflagration  and  woe.  i 

The  civil  transactions  of  the  year  aflbrd  few  materials  for  history* 
The  settlers  who  remained,  or  returned  after  the  massaerei 
generally  gathered  under  the  protection  of  the  fort  at  WilkedMiA 
A  mill  on  the  borders  of  Hanover  and  Newport,  was  guarded  byt 
few  men,  and  three  or  four  families  ventured  to  reside  io  ^ 
vicinity.  The  civil  organization  was  preserved  by  Col.  Dcnison,  and 
half  a  dozen  citizens.  At  a  town  meeting  held  April  ye  12,1779,  j 
Giles  Slocum,  Christopher  Ilurlbut,  Daniel  Ingersoll,  Asa  Chaproao 
and  Joel  Strong,  were  admitted  freemen,  and  took  the  oath  of  ^elity 
to  Connecticut;  Colonel  Nathan  Denison,  and  Deacon  John  Ilurlbut 
were  chosen  members  of  Assembly,  to  meet  at  Hartford  the  foUowiog 
Hay. 

On  the  6lh  of  December,  1779,  (the  army  having  returned  vielv' 
rious,  the  enemy  chastised,  and  it  was  hoped  eflectually  broken  lo^ 
dispersed,  hope  and  confidence  being  restored,)  a  town  meeting  vii 

legally  warned,  and  liolden  in  the  town  of  Weslmoi-eland.  Since 
April  1778,  near  two  years,  the  entries  had  been  brief,  aiui  imp''' 
fectly  made  in  the  old  records,  as  i(  wiili  liciiibling  hand  and  brokefl  • 
heart.    Now  the  record  is  full,  bold,  and  bernitifidly  writteu. 

Colonel  Nathan  Denison  was  chosen  moderator. 

Obadiah  Gore,  town  clerk,  for  the  ensuing  year.  Selectmen,  a 
Town  Treatarer»  Constables»  Surveyoia  of  Highways,  Fence-view- 
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eri,  Listers,  (Assessors)  a  Tax  Collector,  Key-keeper,  Brander  of 
Horses,  and  School  Committee,  vveie  appoiiited.  The  special  con- 
fidence reposed  in  Co!,  Denison,  raay  be  inferred  from  his  being  not 
only  chosen  moderator,  but  treasurer,  selectman,  and  one  of  tho 
school  committee.  lie  was  member  of  Assembly,  Justice  of  the 
Peaoe»  and  Judge  of  the  Court. 

The  Dames  of  James  Nesbitt  and  John  Phillips  appear  among 
the  officers,  and  ore  now  especially  noticed,  because  April  14, 1641^ 
as  I  DOW  write,  sixty-lbur  years  having  elapsed  sioce  that  towii 
meeting,  they  still  live,  respected  for  their  usefulness,  and  beloved  for 
their  Turtiies. 

A  single  incident  remains  to  be  noted.   Mrs.  Bidlack,  the  mother 

of  Capt.  James  Bidlack,  who  was  slain  in  the  massacre,  applied  for 
the  It  k  asri  of  her  son  Benjamin,  (now  the  Rev.  Benjamin  Bidlack,) 
who  was  in  the  army,  he  being  needed  at  home  for  lier  protection  and 
support.  The  followinnr  neat  letter,  beautifully  written,  came  to 
Col.  Butler,  in  reply  to  her  petition. 

"  Wa&  Offics,  November  1st,  1779« 

8iK, — ^The  Board  have  reeoivod  Mehilible  Bidlack*8  lepments* 
tioB  of  her  caa^  and  your  oerttfieate  thereon,  and  much  as  they  aie 
inclined  to  alleviate  the  distresses  of  those  who  have  suflSned  by  the 

war,  they  cannot  grant  the  petition  for  the  discharge  of  her  son.  Her 

reasons,  though  very  good,  are  such  as  thousands  can  plead,  and  to 
admit  them  as  sufficien,  would  be  to  (l€[)upuiate  the  army. 

I  am  sir,  with  respect, 

Your  very  obedient  servant, 

BmuMMa  SramiY,  Becnk^ 
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1780.— — Renenred  invanion — Bcnnet  ami  Hamnond  token— NoWe  exploit— LTpsun  raar- 
dcre<l— Van  Cam  pen,  Pike  and  Rogore  taken — NoHp  eiploH  and  rescue — Town  tim^ting 
' — Civil  afi'aira — Generoua  donation  firum  Virginia— Good  news  from  AsaentUy— Muster 
<  llall~>A  prte— Cftpl.  Jobs  FWiklin-J«rtlM*iiC«wl-CMil  mufU^Vlmttmrn  bebg 
't^-^iym&^Ct;^  Cil«m#-£M.  U»iMM|tMi~Fift]riniNtomall^VMioMlii^ 
4ent»— Mamcn  near  SngAtloaf— ManiagvofCapt.  Schotta— J  BiuU  r's  Rikagen— Se««a 

Taa  sense  of  security  and  repose,  so  welcome  to  the  wearied  aettlen 
■Her  tifee  distressing  scenes  of  the  two  pteoeding  years,  they  weva  not 
long  pcrniitted  to  cherish.  Effectval  as  the  panisfaMnt  oTthe  8»- 
fages  seeased,  instead  of  snbdaing.  It  only  appeared  to  have  aiaspo- 

rated  their  thirst  for  revenge,  and  1760  was  destined  t»  he  a  yaar  of 

extreme  s uniting. 

Being  confulcMt  tliat  Sullivan  had  left  in  (he  wliole  Indian  country 
nuthing  for  them  to  subsist  upon,  it  was  not  doubted  but  the  Savages 
were  necessarily  within  the  British  lines  at  Niagara,  beyond  stnkiitg 
di8(aaoe{  and  the  settlers  reswned  their  farnning  at  Kingston,  Haoo- 
Ter,  and  Plymouth,  the  latter  seven  miles  distant  ffx>m  the  Wilkes- 
barre  fort.  A  few  adventured  farther.  The  main  settlements  bad 
Mock-houses  built,  in  case  of  attack,  wherein  to  seek  shelter  and  mahn 
defence. 

In  the  latter  part  of  March  an  alarm  was  given  that  Indians  were 
in  the  Valley.  On  the  27th,  Thomas  Bennett  and  his  son,  a  lad,  in 

a  field  not  far  from  their  house,  in  Kingston,  were  seized  and  made 

prisonrr^  by  six  Indians.  Lebbeu.s  Hammond,  who  had  been  cap- 
tured u  few  hours  before,  they  found  tied  as  they  entered  a  gorge  of 
the  mountain.  Hammond  had  been  in  the  battle,  and  was  then 
taken  prisorif  r,  but  had  escaped  from  the  fatal  ring  at  bloody  rock, 
where  Queen  Esther  was  pursuing  her  murderous  rounds  as  previ- 
wuAy  related.  He  was  a  prize  of  more  than  ordinary  value.  No 
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doubt  could  eiist  but  that  he  was  destined  a  victim  to  the  cruelesl 
barbarity.    The  night  of  the  27th  they  tofjk  up  their  quarters  about 
tweive  miles  north  from  the  Valley-    The  next  day,  having  crossed 
the  river  near  the  three  Islandst  tbey  pushed  on  towards  Meshoppea 
with  all  the  speed  in  their  power.    While  on  their  march  they  met 
two  parties  of  iodians  and  Tories,  descending  for  murder  and  pHiage 
ttpen  the  aettleBMNit  A  maii  by  the  name  of  Moses  MoQiit>  whoaa 
tliey  knew>  was  particular  in  his  mqniries  into  the  state  of  the  garri- 
tm  and  the  sitnatioa  of  the  inhabitants.  On  the  efoning  of  tlie  Stfll 
ttiey  bniit  a  fire,  with  the  aid  of  Mr.  Bennett,  who  being  an  M  mmh 
W09  least  feared,  and  permitted  to  go  unbound.   To  a  requeftt  from 
Mr.  Bennett,  of  the  Chief,  to  lend  him  an  avvl  to  put  on  a  button,  the 
SavaL''.  witl)  n  si;^rnificaiit  look  replied,  "No  want  button  for  one 
nigijt,"  ami  refused  his  K  tjripst.    The  purpose  of  the  IixJians  could 
not  be  mistaken.    Whispermg  to  Hammond,  while  the  Indians  went 
to  a  spring  near  by,  to  drink,  it  was  resolved  to  makp  an  effort  to 
escape.  To  stay  was  certain  death ;  they  could  but  die.  Tired  with 
their  heavy  march,  after  a  supper  of  venison,  the  Indians  lay  around 
tiie  fire,  Hannnond  and  the  boy  tied  between  them,  exeept  tin  oM 
Indhin  who  was  set  to  keep  tlie  first  watch.  His  spear  lay  by  fain 
flitie,  while  he  picked  the  meat  from  the  head  of  a  deer,  as  half  sleep* 
ing  and  nodding,  he  sat  over  the  fire.  Bennett  was  allowed  to  ml 
near  him,  and  seemingly  in  a  careless  manner,  took  the  spear,  and 
rolled  it  playfully  on  his  thififh.   Watching  his  opportunity  when 
!oa<t  on  his  guard,  he  thrust  tho  sjx  ar  ilirontrh  the  Indian's  side,  who 
fell  with  a  startling  crroan  upon  the  burninL'  i<vc;s.    There  was  not  a 
moment  to  be  lo«t.    Age  torgot  its  decrepitudr.  In  an  instant  Hnm- 
mond  and  young  Bennett  were  cut  loose,  the  arms  seized,  three  of  the 
remaining  Savages  tomahawked,  and  slain  as  they  slept,  and  another 
wounded.   One  only  escaped  unhurt.  On  the  evening  of  the  ZKHh 
the  captive  victors  came  in  with  five  rifles,  a  silver  monnted  fanngeri 
nnd  several  spears  and  blankets,  as  trophies  of  their  brilliant  expMtt 
Another  fannd  of  ten  Indians,  on  the  same  day  that  Bennett  nnd 
Hammond  were  taken,  shot  Asa  Upson  in  Hanover,  (near  where  tlii 
bridge  crosses  the  canal  bebw  Carey-Town).  On  the  S8th,  two  men 
were  making  sugar  about  eight  miles  below  Wilkesbnrre,  one  was 
killed,  the  other  taken  prisoner.  On  the  20th,  Jonah  Rogers,  a  lad  of 
fourteen  or  fifteen,  was  taken  prisoner  from  thf»  lower  part  of  the 
Valley.    The  Indians  then  pushed  down  the  river  to  Fi^hinir  Creeki 
where,  on  the  30th  they  surprised  the  family  of  the  Van  Campens. 
Moses  Van  Campen  was  taken  prisoner  after  tbey  bad  murdered  and 
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•calped  hit  fathert  hk  brother^  and  hn  andei  and  oaptored  a  bof 
named  Pence.  Directing  their  ooitne  nortbeast,  tbe  Savages  pawed 
tlurottgh  Honlington,  where  they  were  met  by  a  scout  of  fear  men 

under  the  orders  of  Capt.  Franklin.  Shots  wertj  exchanged,  and  two 
of  his  men  wounded.  Too  few  to  cope  \\  iili  the  Indian  parly,  Capt. 
Franklin  took  uj)  a  position  in  an  old  \(>n.  liouse;  but  the  enemy  pre- 
ferred to  pursue  their  course,  and  the  same  evening  came  to  a  camp 
where  Abraham  Pike,  with  his  wife,  were  making  sugar.  Pikct  who 
was  a  British  deserter,  was  a  most  desirable  acquisition.  The  wife 
and  her  child  they  painted,  and  sent  into  the  eettlements.  Xhe  partj 
now  bent  their  way  to  the  lake  oountry»  crowed  the  Siiai|uehaiiiia  at 
the  little  Tunkhannocfc»  and  pursued  their  course  up  the  east  braneh 
of  tbe  river.  Lieut  Van  Campeny  a  roan  of  true  coarage,  brave  and 
enterprising,  ibrmed  a  plan»  with  Pike,  Rogers,  and  Pence,  to  rise  on 
the  ten  Indians,  and  effect  their  liberation,  or  die  in  the  attempt. 
It  was  a  l>ohl  and  hazardous  enterprise.  The  party  had  ascended 
to  within  fifteen  miles  of  Tioga  Point,  where  iht  v  cncanij"  4  mi 
night  of  the  3rd  of  April.  The  Inditins,  beyond  the  prnl>rilnriiy  of 
pursuit,  all  lay  down  to  ^leep,  five  on  each  side  of  the  prisoners,  who 
were  carefully  bound.  Van  Campeo  bad  observed  that  a  knife,  used 
1^  one  of  the  Indians,  fell  near  bicn»aiid  placing  his  foot  on  it»aecnred 
the  inestimable  prize.  About  midnight*  finding  the  enemy  buried  ia 
profound  sleep,  Van  Campen  cut  himself  loose,  and  with  noiaelew 
oalerity  liberated  the  hands  of  his  companions.  Springing  to  their 
leet,  placing  the  guns  in  a  secure  place,  tomahawks  were  need  with 
the  utmost  vigour.  The  Indians  made  a  d^perate,  but  unavailing 
cflbrt  for  the  mastery,  but  were  overpowered,  and  several  of  the  ten 
killed,  two  others  wounded,  and  two  or  three  escaped  unhurt.  After 
scalping  the  dead,  recovering'  the  scalps  of  those  ul  our  people  whom 
the  Indians  liad  slain,  making  a  hasty  raft,  the  party,  taking  il»e  guns» 
tomahawks,  spears,  and  blankets  of  the  foe,  descended  the  Susque- 
hanna, and  on  tlie  evening  of  the  5tb  of  April  arrived  with  their  spoils 
In  triumph  at  Wyoming.  No  nobler  deed  was  performed  durii^  the 
Bovoltttionary  war.  In  a  narrative  of  hie  life  and  serviceB,  writlett 
1687,  and  presented  as  a  memorial  to  Congress,  asking  for  a  penaio^ 
Liant  Van  Campen  represenU  his  companions  in  this  aflair,  exoapC 
Fence,  as  terrified  and  inactive,  this  impairing  his  own  eredit»  and 
marring  the  beauty  of  a  moat  chivalrous  achievement  There  wss 
honour  enough  for  all;  there  could  be  no  motive  but  excessive  self- 
glorification,  for  representinfT  Pike  and  Rogers  as  cowards.  But 
when  that  uarrativu  was  written  Van  Campen  was  an  old  man,  Piha 
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and  Rojjers  were  hoih  dead,  and  he  may  have  supposed  no  one  re- 
mained to  j<  sriic  their  names  from  the  odium.  The  writer  of  this 
knew  Abraliam  Pike  and  Jonah  Rogers  well.  Mr.  Rogers  was  a 
highly  respedabie  citizen,  and  was  well  uoderstood,  though  quite  a 
youth,  to  have  performed  his  duty  like  a  niao.  That  he  was 
collected  and  cool  is  evident  from  his  obterving  that  Pike  struck 
his  first  blow  with  the  head  of  his  axe*  theo  turned  it  and  gave 
the  edge.  The  former  he  has  often  heard  recount  the  daring 
exploitf  and  until  this  recent  statement  of  Van  Campeot  never 
hoard  a  doubt  of  Pike's  courage  expressed.  Familiarly  he  was  called 
"Serjeant  Pike,  the  Indian  killer,"  and  as  such  was  every  where 
welcoiiic.  An  Irishman!  A  regularly  disciplined  soldier!  The 
presumptioii  would  be  sUoiig  against  the  charge  of  cowardice. 
But  death  was  certain  if  taken  to  Niagara;  even  cowardice  itself 
would  have  stimulated  a  maa»  so  situated,  to  tight.  That  Van 
Campen's  memory  had  become  impaired,  is  apparent  from  the  fact 
that  he  elaims  to  have  killed  nine  of  the  ten  Indians.  Col.  Jenkins, 
in  a  memorandum  made  at  the  (mm,  says:  *'  Pike  and  two  men  from 
Fishing  Creek,  and  two  boys  that  were  taken  by  the  Indians,  made 
theur  escape  by  rbing  on  the  guard,  killed  thrjo,  and  the  rest  took 
to  the  woods,  and  left  the  prisoners  with  twelve  guns,*'dus*  No! 
without  detracting  from  the  bravery  and  good  conduct  of  Van 
Campen,  we  cannot  but  conclude,  that  he  had  told  the  story  of  his 
own  prowess,  heightening  the  colouring  in  his  own  favour,  as  he 
found  it  gave  fjini  coiisidcralion  with  ins  ^(jndcnng  listeners,  tmtil, 
perhaps,  he  believed  himself  the  sole  hern  ot  tlio  victory. 

On  the  30th  of  March,  three  persons,  named  Avery,  Lyons,  and 
Jones,  were  taken  off  prisoners  by  the  Indians,  from  Capouse. 

The  unfortunate,  or  fortunate  Hammond,  who,  twice  in  such  foaiw 
ful  jeopardy,  had  twice  ewaped,  had  now  the  pleasure  of  appearing 
at  Head-Quarters,  having  heen  sent  on  the  8rd  <^  April,  by  CoL 
Butler,  express,  with  despatches  for  hb  Excellency. 

In  the  course  of  these  predatory  excursions,  the  Savages  set  fire  to 
the  simple  log  buildings  which  the  settlers  had  erected  for  their  tem- 
porary residence. 

In  the  midst  of  all  this  distress,  the  ever  popular  town  meetings 
were  not  neglected. 

"At  a  town  meeting,  legally  warned  and  held,  in  the  town  of 
Westmoreland,  on  Monday  the  10th  day  of  April,  1780, 

**  John  Franklin,  Esq.,  was  chosen  Moderator  for  the  work  of  the 
day; 
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"  John  Hurlbut,  Esq.,  was  chosen  to  negotiate  the  nfTairs  of  this 
town,  before  the  General  Assembly,  to  be  hokiea  in  Harifurd,  la 
Mny  next. 

*'  Obadiah  Gore,  Esq.,  John  Franklin,  Esq.,  and  Lieut.  Rosewell 
Franklin  are  appointed  a  Commttlee  to  aniat  the  Agent  in  <h-awiBg 
up  a  just  representation  of  our  cirenmatanees,  to  lay  before  the  Hon* 
orable  tlie  General  Assembly,  in  May  next^ 

*  At  a  town  meeting  on  the  tOth  of  April,  John  Franklin*  Eiq.» 
Lieut.  Sosewell  Franklin,  and  Ensign  John  Comstock,  (titlei  m 
usual  9entpuk>nsly^tven,)  were  appointed  a  Committee  **toad«tn 
with  the  inhabitants  of  this  town,  about  contracting  their  impro^ 
ments  to  a  smaller  compass,  and  more  defcnceable  situation,  against 
the  Savnires,  and  to  adopt  measures  for  the  senil  ity  of  llieir  stock, 
and  make  their  report  to  the  commanding  oliicef  ot  the  garrison,  as 
soon  as  possible." 

The  next  Resolve  should  be  printed  in  letters  of  gold. 

"  Voted — That  whereas  the  parish  of  Dresden,  in  the  State  of 
Virginia,  have  contributed  and  sent  one  hundred  and  eighty  dol- 
lars for  the  support  of  the  distressed  inhabitants  of  this  town,  that 
the  selectmen  be  directed  to  distribute  said  money  to  thoae  they 
shall  judge  the  most  necessitated,  and  report  to  the  town  at  some 
future  meeting. 

"Voted — That  Col.  Nallian  Dcnison  return  the  thanks  of  this  town 
to  the  parish  of  Dresfh  [i,  lu  llie  State  of  Virginia,  for  their  charita- 
ble disposition  ill  proseMt  11)^  the  distressed  inhabitants  of  this  town 
with  niip  hundred  and  eiirhtv  dollars.** 

Col.  Butler's  second  Connecticut  regiment  consisted,  at  this  time, 
of  three  hundred  and  fourteen  men,  fit  Ibr  duty,  and  while  he  was 
stationed  in  Westmoreland,  possessing,  as  he  was  known  to  do»  mora 
skill  in  Indian  warfare,  and  enjoying  in  an  eminent  degree  theeooA- 
dence  of  the  inhabitants,  yet  every  man  of  his  regnnent  was  below 
the  mountains,  under  the  immediate  orders  of  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Isaac  Bherman.  Visiting  his  command,  to  see  that  proper  discipline 
and  order  were  preserved,  thmi  hastening  back  to  Wyoming,  ton 
station  of  excessive  care  and  responsibility,  yet  affording  no  chance 
to  gather  laurels,  so  clear  to  the  hiirh-souled  military  man,  Col. 
Butler  performed  mu-t  ;u(liin[j<  (ini)  m  a  manner  to  entitle  him  to 
the  gratifudo  and  prai>('  ot  ln<  c ouiiiry. 

Early  in  July,  Esquire  Hurlbut  returned  from  Hartford,  bringmg 
the  cheering  nevfs,  that  the  Assembly,  in  answer  to  the  petition  of 
her  Wyoming  people,  bad  resolved  to  take  an  account  of  their  loaa6a» 
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preparatory  to  making  compensation  therefor,  when  the  poblic  trea- 
sury should  be  in  a  comiition  to  do  so.  The  Resolve,  itself,  breathes 
ft  spiritt  and  shows  fto  intention  so  just,  that  it  should  be  carefully 

At  a  General  Assembly  of  the  Governor,  and  Company  of  the 
Slate  of  Coonecticiit,  in  America,  hotden  at  Hartford  on  the  second! 
Thursday  of  May,  (being  the  llth  day  of  said  month,)  and  con- 
tinued by  several  adjournments  until  the  29d  day  of  June  follow- 
iog,  Anno  Domini,  1780. 

—  **  Upon  the  Memorial  of  the  Civil  Authority,  and  Selectmen 
of  tli(j  Town  i)f  \V  ostmoreland,  representing  that  the  inhabitants  of 
saitl  tf)\vn  have  sustained  great  losses  by  invasions  and  deprc- 
datiDiis  uf  tilt'  cnrfDv,  and  that  the  Rate  Bills  issued  against  the 
inhabitants  of  said  town,  for  State  Taxes,  have  been  taken,  burnt 
and  destroyed ;  the  town  depopulated,  and  the  few  remaining  fami- 
lies greatly  impoverished  by  the  frequent  incursions  and  depreda- 
tions of  the  enemy*  Praying  this  Assembly  that  an  estimation  of 
tfieir  losses  may  be  made,  and  State  Taies  abated  in  part  oompen- 
aation  thereof,  etc,  as  per  Memorial. 

Resolved  by  this  JssemMy,  That  the  whole  of  the  State  Taxes,  for 
wbieh  warrants  have  already  issued  against  the  inhabitants  of  said 
town  of  Westmoreland,  that  are  not  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  State 
Treasurer,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  abated,  to  be  considered  as 
ki  part  compensation  for  their  losses,  whenever  the  United  States 
shall  order  and  direct  the  losses  sustained  by  the  citizens  of  said 
States,  from  the  depredations  of  the  enemy,  to  be  compensated  ;  and 
John  liurlbut,  Zebuloii  Butler,  and  Obadiah  Gore,  Esqs.,  be,  and 
tliey  are  hereby  appointed  a  Committee  to  repair  to  said  Westmore- 
land ;  first  giving  public  notice  in  the  several  newspapers  in  this 
State,  of  the  time  and  place  of  their  meeting,  and  there  examine  into 
the  damages,  injuries,  and  losses  sustained  and  suffered  by  the  pre* 
sent  or  late  inhabitants  of  said  town  of  Westmoreland,  holding  under 
this  State,  who  shall,  by  themfielyes  or  others  on  their  behalf,  being 
Ally  authorized,  make  application  to  said  Committee,  dui  iij*^  their 
continuance  in  said  town,  ainl  report  make  to  some  future  session  of 
this  Assembly,  of  what  they  shall  find  in  the  matters  aforesaid." 

Capt.  Simon  Spalding's  IndejKindent  Cr)rnpany,  being  the  consoli- 
dated Wyoming  companies  of  Ransom  and  Durkee,  was  stationed  at 
Wilkesbarre  fort,  with  Capt.  John  Paul  Bchott's  rifle  corps,  and  a 
detachment  from  the  German  regiment,  under  the  eommand  of  Capt. 
Mkhael,  making  tegethert  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  men.  The 
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militia  consisted  of  one  company  under  the  command  of  Capt.  Jolm 
Fiaiikliii.  How  entire!}  broken  and  reduced  was  the  country,  wiil 
be  apparent  froai  the  returns  of  this  company. 

**  July  29,  1780,  there  were  twenty-nine  on  the  roll.  At  ITfinover, 
to  guard  the  mill,  one  lieutenant,  one  serjeant,  and  ten  privates.  At 
Kingston,  one  serjeant  and  fourteen  men;  and  two  OQ  the  sick 
list.  Smali  detachments  were  frequently  made  for  scouting  pnrties» 
the  utmost  vigilance  being  indispensable.  On  the  9th  of  iuaot 
Captain  FrankliUp  with  five  men,  being  on  a  scout  sixty  miles  up  the 
riveft  at  Wysoz,  look  three  prisoners,  viz:  Jacob  Bowman,  Adana 
Bowman,  and  Henry  Hoover,  with,  according  to  the  language  of 
the  day,  a  fine  lot  of  plunder,  valued  at  dS46  ISs.  lid.  Capt  Franklin 
and  Serjeant  Baldwin  each  shared  a  silver  watch,  several  pocket 
compasses,  silver  buttons,  and  sleeve  buttons;  a  scarlet  broadcloth 
coat,  several  gold  pieces,  and  a  beautiful  spy-glass,  attest  the  conse- 
quence of  the  prisoners.  The  canoes  sold  for  £1  10s.  They  wt-i  e 
probably  confidential  messengers  on  public  service  from  the  enemy 
in  New  York,  to  Col.  John  Butler  at  Niagara.  Col.  Z.  Butler^ 
purchased  the  spy-glass  from  the  victors,  estimated  at  three  guineas, 
hard  money.** 

In  the  midst  of  this  scene  of  general  distress,  it  is  difficult  to  8n|>- 
press  a  smile*  when  we  contemplate  the  variety  of  character  sus- 
tained, and  duties  performed  by  Captain  Franklin.  We  have  seen 
him  taking  an  active  part  on  several  committees  in  town  meeting. 

Indefatigable  in  the  command  of  his  little  cuaipany  ;  durini?  all  this 
time,  he  was  farnimg  with  an  industry,  that  showed  his  reliance  for 
subsistence  was  on  the  labour  of  his  liands.  A  hunter,  scarce  a  week 
passed,  that  he  did  not  in  the  proper  season,  bring  in  a  buck.  But 
he  was  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  the  civil  laws  were  regularly 
administered.  As  it  is  our  purpose  to  present  an  accurate  picture 
of  Wyoming  ns  ^ve  can  possibly  sketch,  one  or  two  causes,  tried 
before  Justice  Franklin,  will  be  quoted. 

August  19,  1780,  —  — ,  of  Westmoreland,  found  guilty  of 
playing  cards,  therefore  ordered,  that  he  pay  a  fine  to  the  treasury  of 
the  town  of  Westmoreland  of  ten  shillings,  lawful  money,  with  oosta. 

Test*  John  Fjiaimlun,  J.  P. 

At  a  Justice's  Court,  hoMcii  at  Westmoreland,  August  31,  1780, 
present,  John  Franklui,  Justice  of  the  Peace,  wherein  Phineas  Pierce, 
is  plaintiff,  and  Lebeiis  Tubbs,  defendant:  Whereas,  the  said  Pierce, 
as  administrator  on  the  estate  of  CoL  George  Dorrance,  deceased,  cook- 
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plains  of  the  dufciulant  as  disclosin^^,  (Q.  secreting  ?  withiioMing  T) 
some  of  the  estate  aforesaid,  the  court  proceeds  to  a  trial  by  the  consent 
of  the  parties,  and  on  the  eTrmin€tium  of  the  defendant  on  oath,  who 
lettifies,  etc.  With  these  chancery  powers  of  obliging  the  defendant 
on  oath  to  reveal  the  whole  troth,  eveiy  thing  was  explained*  Among 
nany  other  articles,  he  had  a  rifle  belonging  to  Col.  Dorrance,  a  bed, 
a  copper  tea-kettle,  and  several  other  articles  of  valuable  household 
ibmitare* 

"  The  Court  are  of  opinion,  that  the  defendant  deliver  up  the  said 

articles  to  the  administrator,  and  satisfy  the  costs  of  the  court. 

Test*  Jouff  FaAKKUN,  Justice  of  the  Peace." 

Military  courts  were  also  held.  Serjeant  Leader  was  convicted 
of  frisifying  a  provision  return,  breaking  open  the  magazine;  of  con- 
spiring to  release  the  tory  prisoners,  and  blow  up  the  garrison.  He  was 

whipped  one  hundred  lashes,  nud  scut  uut  with  the  prisoners  to  Head 
Quarters,  as  inrorrii„Mhlt'.  \Vc  make  iwu  or  three  brief  extracts 
from  Franklin's  Journal  "  July  12,  1780.  A  Court  Martial. — Martin 
Breakall  tried,  Capt.  John  Paul  Schotts,  president:  Cnpt.  Spaulding, 

.Capt.  Franklin,  Lieut.  Gore,  Lieut.  Jenkins,  Lieut.  Kingisley,  mem- 
bers. Breakall  is  found  guilty  of  intending  to  desert  to  the  Indians, 
take  with  him  the  tory  prisoners,  and  threatening  to  scalp  one  Adam 
Sybert.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  court,  that  Breakall  run  the  gauntlet 
fiwr  times  through  the  troops  of  this  garrison.  The  commanding 
officer  approves  the  sentence,  and  the  next  afternoon,  the  13tb,  was 

.punished  accordingly***  A  singing  meeting  this  evening,  says  Capt* 
Franklin  in  his  journal,  at  Mr.  Forseman's. 

**  I  weul  lo  Huntingdon,  Saturday  JSth,  returned,"  says  Capt.  F. 
"Saturday  the  i^2d,  killef!  two  deer,  and  look  up  iShervvood*s  flax."* 
A  bo-dt  cirrived  froui  down  the  river  on  the  20th  of  the  month,  with 
the  welcome  car<:o  of  t%ventv-ihree  barrels  of  flour.  Tlie  hoattnen 
State,  "  that  on  Friday  the  14th,  one  man  and  three  children  were 
murdered  by  the  Indians  near  Buflalo  Creek,  and  on  Saturday  the 
Idth,  one  Capt.  McMahon,  was  taken  pri^onn  by  an  Indian  nnti 
tory,  six  miles  firam  Northumberland,  on  the  West  Branch,  but  he 
made  his  escape,  killing  the  tory  when  the  Indian  had  gone  to  his 
company,  that  lay  near  at  hand*  This  tory  was  Capt.  Caldwell, 
a  noted  villain.'*  Probably  the  same  Capt.  Caldwell,  who  the  day 
before  the  massacre  in  1778,  took  possession  of  the  fort  at  Jenkins* 

*  TIm  Jevelopmetit  of  Capt.  Franklin's  chaneter  and  oondaet  In  (he  lequel,  wilt  show 
tba  pirpoae  of  theie  i^Qte  dctnlla. 
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fbrrjr.  Hit  oondnet  in  that  ineUooe  w«t  neither  outrked  hv  treeehery 

nor  cruelty.   In  a  boat  that  arrived  at  this  time,  came  Ueat.  Lav- 

rejice  Myers,  his  first  visit  to  WyoniiriLS  a  very  worthy  gentleman, 
of  whom  it  will  be  our  pleasure  to  speak  more  at  large  in  our  chapter 
ol  personal  iiarrativcsj. 

August  ().  Lnst  Thursday,  Benjamin  Clark  with  others,  went 
dowo  the  nver  to  mill.  Same  day,  Lieut.  Daniel  Gore  with  others, 
•et  out  to  Col.  Stroud's  to  mill."  Col.  Stroud's  mill  at  Stroudsburgfa, 
OB  the  Delaware,  was  nearly  fifty  miles  distant  through  the  wil* 
derness,  from  which  may  be  inferred  the  privations  and  hardahi|it 
the  inhabitants  had  to  encounter.  No  mill  remained,  but  the  aiMU 
one  near  Nantiooke  Falls,  defended  by  a  detachment  of  Captain 
Franklin's  company. 

On  the  death  of  Mason  F.  Alden^r  child  on  the  20(h,  Esqoim  Hurl- 
but  preached  two  sermons.  On  the  same  day,  Mr.  HoDenback's 
boat  loaded  with  goods  arrived,  having  on  board  the  three  welcome 
**  pounders,"  to  enable  the  Wyoming  people  to  make  their  own 
powder.  Rumours  wnre  rife  oi  murders  by  Indinn?  below.  The 
prowess  and  success  of  Bennett  and  Hammond,  and  of  Pike,  Rogers 
and  Van  Campen,  had  doubtless  for  a  brief  space,  ioipreased  on  the 
enemy  a  lesson  of  extreme  eaution  in  regacd  to  Wyoming. 

Capt.  Franklin  and  three  men  set  out  on  a  scout  Hp  the  rhcr 
early  in  September.  At  Tioga  P^int,  they  came  to  wfaese  kige 
parties  had  encamped,  and  saw  two  Indiam.  At  Tioga  they  fbm/A 
a  canoe,  and  in  two  easy  days  sail  arrifed  at  the  Wyoming  Fmt  aa 
the  10th.  A  week  protiotts,  Serjeants  Baldwin  and  Searles  ex- 
changed shots  with  Indians  at  Tunkhanneek,  took  a  horse  and  some 
plunder  from  them,  which  it  is  supposed  the  Indians  had  taken  m  liie 
neigliburliood  of  Fort  Allen,  near  iheLehi  water  jjap. 

After  W^yonilni:  wiis  so  reduced  as  to  be  unable  to  afTord  ri?>si*it- 
ance  in  checking  the  excursions  of  liie  Savages,  parties  were  in  tlw 
habit  of  passing  the  settlement,  and  attacking  the  people  both 
sides  of  the  Blue  Mountain,  taking  scalps,  prisoners,  and  ptnoder. 
In  May  1780,  the  settlement  at  Mahoning,  not  far  from  Maoch 
Chunk,  was  attacked,  several  were  slain.  Benjamin  Gilbert,  a  quaber, 
and  Abigail  Dodson,  a  girl  of  twelve  or  thirteen,  were  aaneiig  flte 
prisoners  taken  to  Niagara.  In  oonseqnenoe  of  these  repealed  «^ 
tacks,  a  chain  of  bloefe-hooses  was  built,  at  supporting  distances,  badt 
of  the  Blue  Mountain,  from  the  Schuylkill  in  Berks  county,  to  the 
Delaware  in  Nortliain[)ton ;  and  Nathan  Beach  was  an  orderly 
Serjeant  for  two  years  under  the  command  of  Capt.  Smeathers,  on 
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tint  lioe  of  doftiiCQ  Ib  ftkiptewihtr^  m  hirgi$  party  of  Mtaw  ptMiag 
Wyonuogi  withottt  giving  \\m  least  alanDf  ccoMd  the  Sttiquehaniia* 
near  the  month  of  the  Neseof^k  Cieek»  leaving  Wilbeabarre  Fort 

eighteen  miles  on  the  left.  On  advancing  into  the  Scotch  Valley, 
now  known  as  Conyngham  and  Sugar  Loaf,  moving  with  r  at  like 
wariness,  ihey  discovered  a  parly  of  Americ4ins  entirely  oti  liieir 
guard,  some  eating,  others  at  play,  for  it  was  noon,  and  entertain- 
ing not  the  slightest  appreiicnsion  of  an  Liieruy  being  near,  they  were 
repoaii^  or  sporting,  after  a  forenoon  march.  On  counting  their 
aumbers,  the  Indiana  found  the  Americans  had  thirty-three  men^th^ 
own  being  thirty.  Some  were  for  making  a  bold  attack,  others  who 
had  coma  for  pAaoder,  preferred  la  retire.  It  was  however  agreed 
ttpoa,  diat  thej  would  all  draw  near,  and  take  a  shot;  if  the  Ameri« 
'eaas  ware  not  broken*  but  shook!  rally  with  spirit,  thejr  wonld  retreat 
U>  a  designated  place.  The  fire  was  as  deadly  -as  uneipected.  Our 
people  who  survived,  ran  in  the  utmost  confusion.  Lieut.  Myers,* 
who  commanded,  did  every  thing  an  intrepid  ollicor  could  do  to  rally 
his  men,  seized  his  rifle,  atul  vovvtfi  he  would  die  Ixiluie  lie  would  re- 
treat. One  or  two  ran  to  his  aid,  but  it  was  too  late,  lie  was  seized 
by  the  gallant  Indian  chief,  wounded  slightly,  and  made  prisoner. 
Satisfied  with  their  thirteen  scalps,  their  prisoners,  and  all  the  booty 
bfffMight  out  by  the  party,  the  Indians  hastened  their  retreat,  doing 
wliat  naisohief  th^  could,  by  burning  the  Shickshinny  mills,  and  aU 
the  grain  stacks  on  their  route.  The  second  night  Lieut.  Myaps 
OQHtmed  to  make  his  escape^  and  came  into  the  Wyommg  Fort 
with  the  melancholy  tidingi^  Afier  the  war,  the  Miss  Dodson*  b«- 
lb«a  named,  was  ledeemed  iron  captivity,  and  related  the  Indian 
account  of  the  affair,  as  learned  at  Niagara. 

As  the  precedini^  winter  had  been  extremely  cold,  so  the  summer 
was  marked  by  an  unusual  <iegrce  of  heat.  August  especially  was, 
to  use  an  expression  of  the  day,  panting  hot,  severe  thunder  showers 
being  frequent,  follow  ed  by  a  close  and  oppressive  atmosphere.  The 
consequence  was  an  autumn  of  greater  sickness  than  had  ever 
before  been  experienced.  Remittent  and  intermittent  fevers,  pra- 
vailed  to  a  distressing  degree.  The  settlers  in  Kingston  partim^ 
larly  suffered.  Calomel,  tartar  emetic,  and  Jesuits  bark,  dispenasd  by 
Dr.  WiUiam  H.  Smith,  with  shillf  were  efficacious^  and  the  number  of 
ileaths^  though  considerable,  bore  a  very  small  proportion  to  the  great 
Munber  afficted  Every  inddeot  in  a  smaU  community  so  excited, 

•  Hot  LfturiBot  Mfo*. 
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•wakened  attantioii,  and  Witinun  Nelson,  being  badly  bitten  bj  e 
rattleenake,  was  probably  known  in  the  ooune  of  a  day,  to  every 
person  in  Wyoming.   After  much  solfenng  he  reoofered. 

On  the  11th  of  October,  the  good  Deacon  Hurlbnt,  who  praaeM 
in  the  absence  of  the  Re?.  Mr.  Johnaon,  being  choaen  member  of 
Assembly,  set  ottt  fbr  Harflbrd,  accompanied  by  Asa  Chapman,  who 
went  to  visit  his  friends  in  Preston.  Chapman  had  been  sworn  in 
a  freeman  of  Westmoreland,  a  few  months  belure.  He  returned, 
and  his  fate  will  be  recorded  in  the  annals  of  a  subsequent  year. 

Wc  have  spoken  scvernl  times  of  Capt.  John  Paul  Schotts.  who 
was  stationed  with  his  nlle  corps  at  Wyoming,  where  he  became 
attached  to  Miss  Naomi  Sill,  sister  to  Col.  Denison's  lady.  The 
banns  were  published  on  Sunday,  October  the  15tb,  and  on  Wed- 
nesday, the  18th,  they  were  married;  the  occasion  being  one  of 
great  joy  and  festivity  in  the  garrison,  and  among  the  whole  people. 

The  24th  of  the  month,  the  settlement  was  thrown  into  eomoMK 
tion  by  the  arrival  of  an  express  stating,  that  Col.  Hunter,  at  Port 
Augusta,  (Sunbury,)  had  stopped  the  boats  that  were  ascending  the 
river  with  provisions  for  the  garrison.  Grain  the  people  now  had, 
but  as  we  have  seen,  they  were  obliged  to  go  to  Stroudsburgh  to  miH 
This  was  the  fit  <t  incident  which  had  occurred  for  three  years,  ex- 
hibiting the  smothered,  but  by  no  means  extinguished  jr>nlon«y,  thai 
existed  on  the  part  of  Pennsylvania,  towards  the  Coonecticut  garrison 
and  settlement. 

Nearly  three  months  passed  away,  after  the  massacre  at  Ifat 
Scotch  Valley,  in  comparative  peac&  Alarms  were  frequent;  seovts 
were  on  the  alert ;  tidings  of  murder  and  robbery,  weeklf  ,  came  m 
from  the  West  Branch,  from  near  Sunburjr,  and  more  especially  fron 
the  settlements  along  the  Blue  Mountains ;  but  no  direct  attack  was 
made  on  Wyoming.  The  harvest,  though  but  little  ground  was  ml- 
tivated,  had  come  in  satisfactorily.  Hugh  Forseman  nrnvc  i  from 
Philadelphia  with  a  hundred  head  of  cattle  for  the  garrison,  which 
fact,  of  itself,  spr  nks  of  the  general  destitution  of  the  connfry.  Thus 
fear  of  absolute  famine  was  removed.  The  comforts  of  life  were  not 
looked  for,  and  all  were  satisfied  with  sufficient  food  to  sustaia 
existence. 

In  September,  a  town  meeting  voted — ^That  a  petition  be  prepared 
to  the  Assembly  at  Hartford,  asking  for  an  abatement  of  Taxes.  It 
■lay  be  observed,  that  the  ordinary  assemblage,  "  legally  warned** 
were  called  town  meetings.  Those  more  important,  where  all  (he 
town  oflicera  were  chosen,  holdan  the  first  Tuesday  in  December, 
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Moh  year,  ivm  sometimes » by  way  of  eminence,  denominated  "  Fret' 
man*s  Meeting*''^  December  ath,  1780,  the  whole  setilement  was 
asdeiiibled  in  fown  meeting,  legally  warned,  and  held  at  the  house  of 
Abel  Yarrington.    John  llurlbut  was  chosen  Moiierator. 

Voted — That  John  llurlbut,  Esq.,  Col.  Nathan  Denison,  John 
Franklm»  £8q.f  James  Nesbitt,  and  Jabez  Sill,  be  Sekcimea  for 
the  year  ensuing.  A  town  clerk,  treasurer,  constable,  sunreyors  of 
Jiighwasrsy  fenoe^viewers,  listers,  oollect(H*s,  leatber-scaler,  grand  jury* 
men,  etc  etc.,  were  duly  chosen.  The  fewness  cf  inhabitants  may 
be  inlerrtd  from  the  fact,  that  James  Nesbiti  and  Jabes  6iU,  were 
each  chosen  to  three  offices,  and  several  others  were  voted  m  to  the 
daties  and  honours  of  twa  But  the  occasion  was  one  of  compara- 
tive cheerfulness.  Winter  had  set  in-— snow  had  fiillen — ^the  enemy, 
kept  at  a  lespcctful  distance  by  the  spirited  conduct  of  IlamnLond, 
Bennett,  Van  Caiupen,  Rogers  and  Pike,  would  not  be  likely,  it 
was  thought,  soon  to  return.  With  froi>t,  sKikness  had  ceased ;  and 
Forscman's  arrival  with  a  supply  of  cattle,  dissipated  all  fears  of 
suffering  from  famine.  These  pleasing  dreams  of  security  were  des- 
tined to  be  of  brief  duration.  The  very  next  day,  December  6th,  a 
party  of  the  enemy,  consisting  of  nineteen  white  men,  and  five  In- 
dians, under  the  command  of  Lieut.  Tumey,  of  John  Butler's 
Rangers,  broke  into  the  settlement  at  Shawney,.  surprised  and  took 
off  seven  men  prisoners,  namely,  Benjamin  Harvey,  Elisha  Harvey, 
Nathan  Bullock,  James  Frisbee,  Jonathan  Frisbeoi  Manassah  Cady, 
and  Samuel  Palmer  Ransom,  highly  respectable  citixens.  No  lives 
were  taken,  and  the  party  instantly  retreated  with  their  captives, 
and  what  plunder  they  could  readily  seize,  marching  with  the  great- 
est celerity.  Capt.  Franklin,  with  twenty-six  men,  pursued,  the  next 
mornincr,  crossing  the  Susquehanna  at  Secord's,  three  miles  above 
Tunkhannock;  but  the  enemy  were  so  far  in  advance,  as  to  render 
tether  pursuit  hopeless;  and  taking  the  canoes  they  had  descended 
the  river  with  and  abandoned,  Capt.  Franklin  returned  to  the  Ibrl 
The  facility  of  attackiiig  Wyoming  is  here  again  illustrated.  8ooop> 
ing  cot  a  pine  log  into  a  canoe,  the  Indians  could  descend  the  river 
in  twelve  or  fifteen  hoars,  to  within  eighteen  or  twenty  miles  of  the 
settlement  The  easy  mode  of  descent  was  in  itself  alluring,  and 
tended  greatly  to  the  insecurity  of  the  inhalritants. 

One  ol  Turney  a  men  proved  a  traitor,  if  he  did  not  come  in  as  a 
spy,  which  is  tjuite  as  probable.  On  the  evening  of  the  11th,  CoL 
Butler  examined  the  deserter  in  the  presence  of  Capt.  Franklin* 
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The  fellow  said  there  were  six  humfird  British  troops  at  Niagara, 
and  two  thousand  Indian?.  If  he  not  mean  to  exaggerate,  to 
prevent  Niagara  being  attacked,  he  nmsi  in  both  estimates  have 
included  women  and  children.  He  also  stated  that  in  October  the 
Ontario,  a  new  twenty  gUD  ship,  was  lost  in  a  gale  of  wind,  and 
three  bondred  and  fiftjr  iiieD>  of  tbe  34th  British  regimenty  pertshed 
io  faer« 

In  eeveral  previoas  letters  I  haTe  spoken  of  the  vast  numbers  of 
the  delieions  shad  that  every  Spring  ascended  the  Stisqnehanna, 
attaining,  from  change  of  food  and  the  salt  sea  for  the  ^etHi  river 

Wiilei,  their  highest  excellence.  The  picture  of  old  times  would  be 
incomplete,  were  we  to  omit  noting  the  inimense  quantity  of  eels 
taken  in  the  Fall  of  the  year,  descendincr  the  river. 

A  wear  waF5  set  in  the  stream,  at  M  uiockasy  Island;  the  returns 
from  which,  for  the  last  of  September  and  the  beginning  of  October, 
1780,  are  before  me.  It  would  seem,  a  part  of  the  time,  the  wear 
was  visited  bat  once  in  three  days. 

Friday,  Sept.  15  they  took  90 

21  340 

30  2800 

Oct.     1  1300 

3  3100 

5  500 

7  396 

8436 

making  upwards  of  fourteen  thousand. 

Thus  the  year  1780  passed  in  constant  alarm,  scoutinrr  and  waich- 
fulnesa.  Several  valuable  lives  had  been  lost*  Many  estimabk 
citizens  had  been  torn  from  their  families  and  homes,  and  taken  mtio 
captivity.  Still  hope,  which  **  springs  eternal  in  the  human  breast,'* 
•was  buoyant.  Courage  stimulated  the  settlers  to  aotioiL  Fortitiude 
nerved  their  hearts  to  endure.  Treacherous  despair  was  aUow«d 
no  lodfoment  in  a  sii^e  bosom.  Matters  must  mend ;  it  was  isi- 
possible  they  could  be  worsen  Congress  would  not  be  inaensihiB  ts 

*  Thft  pMtwm  of  dw  awnbw  wil  ftnlw  •wiy  wtAar  with  wtpiiit.  Fi«m  Col.  FImA- 
fia'i  JoufMt,  tb*  tUUiimiit  ii  ctiefoU/  oopied.  No  pomUe  motiTt  otn  ba  ooiieBifJ  te  as 
tUNocoQs  onliyi 
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24 

1888 

30 

1300 
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1400 
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1030 
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390 
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160 
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tlieir  merits  and  soflferings.  Connecticut,  their  parent  State,  wlio 
had  planted  them  in  the  wilderness  for  noble  objects,  woald  not, 
ooald  not  be  unmindful  how  much  Westmoreland  had  done!  How 
manjr  men  had  been  furnished  to  her  line  of  the  army !  How  much 
in  taxes  her  treasury  had,  in  time  of  pressing  need,  drawn  from  the 
exhausted  people  of  Wyoming.  Cheered  and  sustained  by  such 
reflections,  especially  after  the  noble  resolve  of  the  last  Assembly, 
looking  to  indemniiicatioQ,  the  year  1780  closed  its  sad  and  eventful 
term. 
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1781-d.— *Tbo  weather— Choni»—IlldiiMi  ttlack  Raiuom't  lKm«e— Marriagv — DisUst 
Ctnnonnding — Losses  by  the  enemy — Assdwmeiits— rxtrome  poverty — Men  killevl  Whnr 
—Alarm — Capt.  Spalding's  company  wttfidrawn,  and  Capt.  Mitchell's  substilutctJ— 
Obvious  policy — Indians  renew  their  aitaciia — Hoaewell  Franklin — Prieat  Johnaoo-* 
Bloody  iragcUy  at  Lamod**— CSftpt.  BMIkIl's  ralnm— RepmenUtivw  to  AMmmUj 
Coarte  of  Law— Legal  pmoeetfii^ga— Spirit  of  Bl«e  Lawa— Curiooa  trial,  Aytm,  ««. 
Wokotfc^Scenc  of  deepeat  woa— Mamagea— Hugh  Foneraan,  Esq.— Mvrder  of  Jcbm 
Jameson  and  Asa  Chapman— Tonchinj;  inci(!cntji — Surrender  of  Cotnwaliit — Dawn  of 
paaoa— Thai  at  TcenUM— Juriadictioa  of  Coaoectieiit  otaiea. 


Ill  this  letter  I  propose  to  iDclude  the  iocideots  of  17dl*<88.  The 
winter  of  1780-1»  passed  withoat  any  eTeol  worthy  of  partkular 
record.  The  weather  was  eiceedingly  flactaatiog  and  unaeltleiL 
January  was  so  open,  that  Fraoklia,  in  his  minute  journal,  speaks  of 
the  1st  being  warm;  the  find,  drd, and  4th,  as  warm  and  muggy; 
the  5th,  as  warm  and  pleasant;  and  the  fact  is  thought  of  snffieieot 
note  to  be  recorded,  that  in  the  night  it  frose.  Early  the  preced- 
ing December  the  river  was  closed  with  ice  for  a  day  or  two,  fjut 
soon  opened,  and  the  23r(i,  'i  lth,  and  ^.«tli  of  that  month,  are  spuken 
of  as  warm  and  pleasant.  Singing  met  linizs,  called  in  the  language 
of  tlic  flay,  "a  Chorus,"  were  the  amusetneuts  of  the  evening — thus: 
"  Monday,  January  1st,  a  chorus  at  Mr.  RyanV* 

On  the  10th  of  March,  the  Savages  made  an  attack  on  Samuel 
Ransom's  house,  in  Plymouth,  wounding  him,  though  not  severely. 
A  spirited  resistance  was  made,  and  one  Indian  left  dead  on  the 
field. 

At  Plymouth,  Shawaey,  (or  more  properly,  and  far  more  sweetly, 
OkMOmmt)  the  possesnon  had  been  kept  up.   At  the  commencement 

of  the  war,  the  proprietors,  forseeing  danger,  and  the  whole  settle- 
ment being  detiiroua  that  ihobe  beaulitui,  and  productive  alluvial 
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lands,  consistin":  of  a  thoiipnnfl  acrrs  of  the  richest  river  bottoms, 
should  Dot  be  eatireiy  neglected,  and  run  to  waste 

'*  Wanting  the  srtythe,  alt  uncorrected,  rank, 

■         Where  nothing  tecma 
But  hateful  ilock,  rough  thiatles, 
LoMiif  bolh  beauty  and  utility/* 

they  made  an  agreement  with  sereraT  persons  to  give  them  the  use 
of  all  the  land  they  could  cultWate  daring  the  war,  if  they  would 

build  block-houses  of  sufficient  strength  to  defend  ii  and  keep  posses- 
sion. Among  those  who  associated  for  the  purpose,  were  Major 
Prince  Alden,  Aleiandcr  Jamc-on,  Joseph  Jameson,  Abraham  Nes- 
bitt,  Jonah  Rogers,  Samuel  Ayers,  Mr.  Ransom,  and  others.  Except 
at  the  general  expulsion  after  the  massacre  in  1778,  the  lessees,  some 
of  whom  were  proprietors,  held  their  ground ;  attacked,  defending 
themsehrest  fighting,  suifering,  they  still  maintained  their  position. 
Little,  very  httle,  were  they  able  to  farm,  as  less  than  two  hundred 
acres  were  caltivated  in  1781,  in  the  whole  Valley. 

On  Sunday  the  18th  January,  Joseph  Kinney  and  Sarah  Spalding 
were  called  off,  that  is,  the  banns  were  published,  and  on  Thursday 
the  22nd  married.  It  was  an  occasion  of  unusual  festivity  and  joy. 
The  bride  was  the  eldest  daughter  of  Capt.  Simon  Spalding,  the 
gallant  commander  of  the  Connecticut  Independent  Company.  [Mr. 
Kinney*  was  a  learned  and  accomplished  gentleman,  of  a  peculiarly 
philosophic  turn  of  mind.  He  setiird  at  8!u  slit  rjuin,  and  had  a  large 
family.  One  of  his  sons  represented  Bradford  county  for  several 
years  in  the  Assembly.  Recently,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- 
fyar,  he  resigned  his  spirit  to  his  Maker,  and  his  body  to  its  parent 
earth.  I  well  remember  the  spirit,  and  ingenuity,,  with  which  he 
used  to  controvert  the  theory  that  the  Sun  was  a  ball  of  fire.  He 
scouted  the  idea  that  it  was  perpetually  wasting  itself  by  combus- 
tion ;  or  if  it  was  lire,  that  its  heat  could  be  radiated  to  give  efieetive 
warmth  to  the  distant  planets.] 

It  may,  by  the  curious,  be  regarded  as  sufficiently  remarkable  to 
deserve  preservatioii,  tliat  during  the  war.  heavy  cannonndings  were 
heard  at  Wyoming,  proceeding,  as  was  supposed,  from  the  forts  on 
the  sea  board,  or  fleets  near  the  coast.  On  the  23th  oi  March, 

*  Brother  of  Newcomc  Kmnev,  known  in  1*785  ae  the  popular  wrttin?^  nnd  schoolmaster 
of  Nonridi,  aiiarwanto  ibubImi  of  Anembly,  and  it  ia  believed,  now  (Iflid)  Uwtg  ia  ttiat 
city; 
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ChambeM'  MUls  on  the  Delaware  were  attacked*  end  Joihiia  Farn- 
ham  slain. 

DttiiDg  the  spring  several  meetings  were  holdeo  by  the  Commifl- 
sipiiers,  under  authority  of  the  icaolTe  of  the  General  AsBembly  of 
the  preceding  year,  to  take  an  account  of  losses  by  the  enemy,  pre- 
paratory to  making  compensation.   Whether  a  return  was  made  to 

the  Legislature  is  not  known.  It  is  presumed  not,  from  the  fact  that 
the  settlement  was  so  broken,  arid  ihc  remnants  of  families  so  scat- 
tered, that  it  would  have  been  impossible  to  obtain  returns  upj>roach- 
ing  to  accuracy.  Among  Col.  Butler's  papers  was  found  a  incino- 
randum  of  his  loss,  amounting  to  three  hundred  eighty-fie?en  pounds. 
John  Jenkins,  Esq.,  by  a  memorandum  made  by  his  soo»  claimed 
^6608  U.  Sd,  Several  other  partial  lists  have  been  found  amOQg  the 
papers  of  the  old  settlers.  As  the  real  eitent  of  loss  cannot  be 
ascertained,  the  mode  of  approximating  nearest  to  the  truth  seems  to 
be  to  take  the  assessment,  made  under  oath,  of  the  year  before  the  mae* 
sacre,  and  comparing  it  with  those  taken  after  the  battle. 

In  1776,  Westmoreland  was  assessed  ^616,996  13s. 

In  1778,  returned  the  January  previous  to  the  massacre,  20^322 
pounds,  17  shillings. 

November,  1780,  the  first  assessment  after  the  battle,  'j,:>r);i  pounds,- 
showing  a  diminution  or  loss,  of  17,960  pounds^  17  shiiliggSt  or  m 
dollars,  58,399. 

The  assessment  of  1781,  though  larger  than  that  of  the  preceding 
year,  we  here  record,  it  having  been  found  entire*  as  a  docunwnt 
iUustrati^gp  with  singular  clearness,  the  utter  destitution  of  the  settle* 
meot*  three  years  before  6ourishing  in  palmy  prosperity  and  ^lad* 


"A  true  list  of  the  Polls,  and  estate  of  the  Town  of  Westmoreland, 
rateable  by  law,  the  20th  of  August  1781. 

114  male  polls  from  21  to  70,  not  especially  exempted,  at  18 
pounds  each,       ....         £18  00  00     ^2,052  00  00 
26  male  polls,  from  la  to  21t  at      •      9  00  00  2.34  00  00 

45  oxen,  four  years  oU  and  upwards,    4  00  00        180  oo  00 
aoa  cows»  three  years  old  and  upwards,    3  00  00        ^  00  00 
14  steers  three  years  old,  •     3  00  00         42  00  00 

18  steers  and  heifers  two  years  M,      2  00  00  36  00  00 

57  steers  and  heifers  one  years  old,      1  00  00         57  00  00 


kt  carried  forward,  ^£3,243  00  00 
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AncMiot  hnoftA  fcrwftrd»  M^Ma  00  00 

mhme  kind,  3  years  old  and  upwards  8  00  00         MO  00  00 

4  horse  kiad,  two  years  old,  .       .  2  00  00             8  QO  00 

7  iioi  se  kind,  one  year  old,       .  1  00  00             7  00  00 

127  swine,  one  year  old  and  upwards,  1  00  00  127  00  00 
l^il  acres  of  iij  land,  mowing  and 

dear  pasture,  at       .      .      .  08  08           76  12  00 

95  acroabush  pasture,  at  •      .  02  00            9  10  00 

2  sil?er  watchea,  at     •      •  1  10  00           3  00  00 

Asaeninent,  traders  and  tradeameo. 

HollefrfMiek  and  Hageman,  mercbaots,  £50  00  00 

Benjamin  Bailey,  blacksmith,      .      .  15  (M)  00 

Capt.  John  Franklin,  one  silver  watch»  1  10  00 

Sarah  Durkee,        da         do.  1  10  00 

  68  00  00 


Total,  jS4,5d4  17  00 

if  fimn  this  W6  deduct  the  PoUs  9^166  00  00 


There  will  remain      ^d,IM8  17  00 

or  m  dollars,  $7,496  17 1 

BaaMNirs  of  Indians  on  all  sides  of  the  settlement  were  rile^  Lieut. 

Buck,  from  Sunbury,  brought  news  that  Capt.  Campbell,  Capt. 
Chaiiiplain  and  two  other  muii,  were  killed  or  taken  prisoners  on 
the  West  Branch;  that  cm  the  8th  of  April,  Mr.  Dunn  was  killed, 
and  Captain  S(j]omon  taken  near  Fort  Augusta.  A  family  was  also 
taken  near  Fort  Allen,  and  another  near  Brinkers.  On  the  28th  of 
the  month,  orders  were  received  that  Capt.  Spalding^s  company 
sboald  march  to  camp.  £arlier  in  the  year,  Capt.  Michael  had  been 
directed  to  assume  the  command  at  Wyoming,  in  plaoe  of  Colonel 
Butler^  both  moTements  being  of  deeper  import  than  otdinary  milir 
tiry  regulations.  The  wy  natural,  (perhaps  very  proper)  certainly 
never  sleeping  jealousy  of  Feonaylvaiiia,  gloomy  as  wtaa  the  hoQr» 
yet  confident,  since  France  had  entered  lealously  into  the  eonlest,  of 
ultimate  independence,  could  not  see  Wyoming  supported  by  a 
military  force  so  hustile  to  her  interests,  and  sought  successfully 
to  liave  tlie  Connecticut  troops  wiiluirawn,  and  replaced  by  those 
in  wiiose  favour  and  fidelity  the  State  could  rely. 
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On  Sunday,  the  0th  of  June,  a  party  of  twelve  Indieiis  made  an 
attack  on  a  block-house  at  Buttonwood,  in  Hanow,  three  miles  be- 
low the  IViIkeabarre  Fort  They  met  with  a  warm  reeeptioo*  The 
house  was  gallantly  defendedt  the  women  aiding  the  men  with  ale,* 
crity  and  spirit.  A  party  from  the  fort,  on  receiving  the  alarms 
hastened  down  and  found  pools  of  blood,  where  Lieut.  Roscwell 
Franklin  had  wounded,  piobdbly  kiiled,  an  Indian.  A  terriblti  re- 
venge followed.  Scouts  constantly  on  the  alert,  one  ?»oinjr  out  as 
another  returned,  ascended  the  river  from  iitiy  to  eighty  miles,  and 
sought  the  enemy  in  every  direction.  On  Tuesday  the  14th,  Lieut. 
Grain  shot  at  and  wounded  an  Indiant  within  six  hundred  yards  of 
the  garrison.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Johnson,  ik>w  returned  with  his  family 
from  their  exile  to  Connecticut,  having  been  compelled  to  fly  after 
the  massacre  in  1778.  Glowing  with  ardour  for  religiout  liberty 
and  the  Connecticut  claim,  the  return  was  welcomed  by  his  floek, 
ihdeed  by  the  whole  settlement,  with  cordial  congratulations.  San- 
day  the  17th,  he  preached,  and  thenceforward  **  in  season  and  out  of 
season,"  he  went  from  place  to  place,  awakening  sinners  to  repent- 
ance, arousing  the  people  to  new  efforts,  and  sacrifices  against  the 
tyranny  r.f  England,  and  exhorting  them  by  all  means  to  adhere  to, 
and  support  their  righteous  claim  to  their  lands.  But  the  cuj^  oi  joy 
in  coming  to  his  devoted  people,  was  almost  immediately  dashed  from 
his  lips  by  the  death  of  Mrs.  Butler,  his  daughter,  consort  of  Col.  Z. 
Butler.  She  died  on  the  26th  of  June,  of  typhus  fever,  and  was 
buried  the  following  day.  The  year,  like  the  preceding,  was  ex* 
tremely  sickly,  and  more  mortal ;  typhus  fever  bMng  added  to  the 
remittent  and  intermittent,  which  had  previously  prevailed.  A  eer- 
vant  of  Capt.  Michael  fell  dead  in  the  fort.  A  son  of  the  late  Caftt. 
Borkee  bled  to  death  from  the  nose. 

A  party  of  Indians  made  their  appearance  at  Shehola,  and  on  the 
17th  of  June  killed  an  old  man,  aud  took  three  prisoners,  on  the 
Delaware.  Pursuit  being  made,  the  prisoners  were  liberated,  and 
one  Indian  mortally  wounded,  the  American  party  hav  ing  a  man 
severely  shot  in  the  thigh.  The  Indian,  before  dying,  said  they  had 
been  long  out,  and  were  the  party  that  had  attacked  the  block-honae 
at  Hanover. 

On  the  3d  of  July,  a  bloody  and  most  melaneholy  tragedy  was 
enacted  on  the  road  leading  from  Wyoming  to  the  Dekware^  mt 
Stroudsburg.  Mr.  Lamed,  an  aged  man,  and  his  son  Geoi^  wero 
shot  and  scalped  near  their  honse.  Another  son,  John,  shot  an  In- 
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fiinn,  who  was  left  dead  on  the  spot  where  he  fell.  The  sava^'^  c:\r- 
ried  off  George  Larned's  wife*  and  an  infant  four  months  old»  but  nut 
choosing  to  be  eocQinbered  with  the  child,  they  dashed  out  its 
braioB.  Being  pursued*  they  abandoned  the  horses  and  plunder 
taken,  and  left  the  old  inaii'a  aca  h>  behind  them.  Larned's  was  the 
scene  of  another  tragedy  several  years  afterwardst  which,  in  due 
tine,  we  shall  record. 

Jnly  19th,  Capt.  Franklin  says :  A  cannonading  has  been  heard 
for  seTeral  days,  and  appears  to  be  about  New  York."  That  the 
sound  could  travel  so  far  over  the  ocean,  wuuld  not  seem  strange,  but 
considering  the  bruken  country,  the  deep  forests,  especially  the  high 
intervening  Kittatioy  mountain,  may  it  not  be  regarded  as  extraor- 
dinary ? 

In  the  autumn,  the  settlement  was  surprised  and  gratified  by  the 
return  of  the  aged  Captain  James  Bidlack,  and  Mr.  Ilanrey,  also  ad- 
Tanced  in  years,  two  of  the  prisoners  taken  from  Shawney  the  pre- 
ceding December.  Th^  had  been  liberated  on  parole  by  the  Bri* 
tish  at  Niagara. 

As  usual,  the  bustling  and  social  town  meetings,  were  legally 
-warned,''  and  frequently  holden.  Capt.  John  Franklin  and  Obadiah 

Gore,  were  chosen  representatives  to  the  Assembly,  that  was  to  sit 
in  October.  A  j>elition  was  agreed  upon  to  be  presented  for  an 
abaitnient  of  taxes,  in  consc(juence  of  the  distressed  stale  of  the  in- 
habitants ;  and  it  is  In »iiur;ible  to  the  Assembly,  that  they  remitted 
the  taxes  for  the  year.*  But  a  town  tax  was  agreed  to  be  raised, 
and  tlic  County  Court  on  proper  representations  made,  issued  their 
writ,  (the  town  meeting  having  no  authority  to  do  so,)  for  its  col* 
lection.  Legal  gentlemen  who  may  honour  these  pages  with  a  pe* 
rusal,  indeed  other  intelligent  men  may  be  pleased  to  look  in  upon 
f  he  bench,  see  its  organization,  and  note  briefly  their  Honours  pro* 
cieedingp. 

•Tlic  severe  anil  simp!*'  rfiaracler  of  tho  lunofiand  people,  in  heaulifully  illustratd  by  two 
or  three  entries  in  John  i'raiikiin's  Journal.    He  repaired  to  tbe  AsMmbly  at  iiartfon], 

JcbBlrf  frflh  Md,  if  nol  doqoanlly ;  relwiMd  NotmiW  lOth,  mil  innnadutol j  nt  at  mm  of 
tiM  Jailiew«rilMaaocvm  ts  JodsvorUwCoonlyCtoiiit.  **NombarSlflt,  Wtdawtegr, 

thrashed  vvhent  for  ScoCt.   ThurtiJay  thrashing  wheat,  and  not  long  afterwanls,  dmMd 
for  Cafit.  Fuller "  An  rzampie  which,  if  genenn^r  folk»ivcO|  wouU  emure  th«  peiptlliv 
tiaa  of  libtity  aaJ  pwgpeii^. 
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At  a  County  Court,  holdeo  witbio  and  for  the  county  of  Wetfp 
moreland,  etc. 

Fresenty  Natban  Dbnison,  Esq.,  Judge. 

Joirv  Franklin,  Esq.    )  Justices 

HUUU   FORSEMAN,   £s<|f  /  of 

Abel  Pierce,  Esq.,       )  Quorum. 
JoMAXHAH  Fitch,  Esm.,  Sheriff. 

"  Wutmordand  Countii  Court,  ss., ) 
Nov.  Term,  1781.  ] 

Ordered — That  there  be  a  tax  granted  upon  the  List  of  1781,  on 
the  inhabitants  of  Westmoreland,  of  two  pence  in  the  pound,  to  be 
paid  by  the  first  of  January,  1782,  either  in  hard  mooey,  or  in  spe- 
cific articles,  at  the  following  prices  :yiz»  wheat,  at  four  shillings 
(Connecticut  currency,  sixty-seven  cents*)  Bye,  at  three  shillings* 
Corn,  at  two  shillings.  Flax,  at  nine  pence  per  pound. 

The  above  specific  articles  to  be  delivered  at  the  County  Trea- 
sury." 

Wetimordand  County  Court,  ss.,  \ 
Nov.  Term,  1781.  \ 

Upon  the  memorial  of  Abigail  Iladden,  of  said  Westmoreland, 
praying  for  a  Bill  of  Divorcement  from  Simeon  Hadden,  her  hus- 
band, as  per  memorial,  on  file,  which  facts,  in  said  petition,  bemg 
sufficiently  supported. 

Therefore,  Ordered,  by  the  Court  that  the  marriage  of  the  said 
Simeon  Hadden  and  Abigail,  his  wife,  be  declared  null  and  void,  and 
she  is  hereby  declared  single  and  unmarried." 

In  an  action  of  Felony.  In  this  case,  the  jury  find  that  the  De- 
fendant is  guilty,  in  manner  and  form,  the  Plnintiff  in  his  declara- 
tion hath  alleged;  therefore,  find  for  the  Piaintifi'tbe  sum  of  sixshil* 
lings  lawful  money,  damages,  and  his  costs. 

£  s.  d. 

Damages,      0  6  0 

Costs  Taxed,  5  18  6      Execution  granted  July  36, 1782. 
6  4  6 

As  not  a  single  lawyer  remained,  Dana  and  Bullock  having  been 
slain  in  the  battle,  where  their  courage  and  spirit  of  patriotism  led 
them;  althoufrh  by  law  exempted  from  militia  duty,  and  the  Court 
having  appointed  Licuf.  John  Jenkins  Btates-Attorney,  and  author- 
ised either  party  to  plead  his  own  cause,  or  avail  himself  of  the  aid 
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of  any  other  person,  in  whose  wisdom  he  could  confide,  il  would 
seem  probable  that  the  technicalities  of  the  law  may  ha^e  bees  moi 
unfrequeiilly  violated ;  but  it  is  believed  that  substantial  justice  was 
mwsfded  by  the  Court.  Disjoioted  as  were  the  times ;  aroused  as 
tvere  the  passions,  and  unloosed  as  moral  ties  generally  are»  during 
the  prevalence  of  war,  it  is  a  just  and  a  pleasing  tribute  to  Wyoming, 
that  neither  tradition,  the  court  records,  nor  any  memorandum 
found,  disclosed  a  single  crime  that  deserves  the  character  of  heinous. 
There  never  was  a  record  for  the  same  number  of  years  less  stained 
with  guiit,  its  pages  more  pure  and  free  fiuui  the  tamt  of  maligmty 
and  corruption. 

^  Jabez  SUl  vs.  Sutannah  Reynolds* 

In  action  on  Plea  of  Trespass,  committed  on  a  third  division  lot, 

in  the  District  of  Wilkesbarrc,  No.  33,  demanding  damages,  etc* 
Upoo  which  the  Defendant  set  u()  title  in  the  folluwiug  manner: — 
That  her  late  husband,  Mr.  Christojther  Reynolds,  (killed  in  the 
battle,)  was  the  original  proprietor  of  said  lot.  That  he  was  law- 
fully seized  and  possessed  of  the  same,  at  the  time  of  his  death.  It 
appeared  to  the  Court,  that  previous  to  administration  being  taken  on 
said  estate,  Mr.  Thomas  Parke  sold  the  lot  aforesaid,  and  by  sundry 
conveyances  came  into  the  hands  of  the  Plaintiff.  Whereupon  the 
Court  w«re  of  opinion*  the  Defmidant  is  not  guilty  of  the  charge, 
tlierefi)re  find  Ibr  the  Defendant  her  eosts.  It  also  appears  at  the 
investigation  of  the  cause  befere  the  Court»  that  the  property  of  the 
aforesaid  thirty-third  lot,  in  the  third  division  of  the  District  of 
Wilkesbarre,  is  in  the  Defendant  (as  being  the  relict  of  the  said 
Christopher  Reynolds,  deceased,)  and  his  children. 
Costs  taxed  at  six  shillings." 

It  would  seem  that  this  was  not  a  jury  trial.  In  numerous  in- 
stances, the  jurors  are  named  as  part  of  the  record.  On  one  orcasion, 
a  special  County  Court  was  called  at  the  instance  of  the  Plaintiff, 
and  a  fellow  promptly  convicted  of  stealing  an  ox  belongmg  to  the 
public  stores. 

From  the  genera!  character  of  fairness  in  the  judicial  proceedings, 
we  find  but  two  exceptions.  The  &'st ;  but  let  the  Record  speak  for 
itself. 

*'Wettmordand  County,  Dec.  28th,  1782. 
Mary  IVitchard  is  found  guilty  of  unnecessarily  going  from  her 
place  of  abode,  on  the  Lord's  Day,  on  the  10th  of  November  last: 
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Therefore,  Ordered,  that  she  pay  a  fino  of  five  shillin;::s.  lawful  mo- 
ney, to  the  Treasury  of  the  Town  of  Westmoreland,  and  cost. 

JoBN  Fbahkun,  Justice  of  the  Peace." 

The  other  being  also  a  U  not  by  tiie  County  Coui  i  and  jury,  but 
before  a  single  Justice.    We  copy  from  the  Justice's  Docket. 

**  Samuel  Ay  res  vs.  John  Wolcott. 

At  a  Justice's  Court,  holden  at  Westmorelaud,  Dec.  26th,  1782, 
Present,  John  Franklin,  Justice  of  the  Peace,  wherein  John  Wolcott. 
a  transient  person  is  brought  before  the  said  Court,  by  virtue  of  an 
advertiseiiient  pat  forth  by  Samuel  Ayres,  of  said  Westmoreland, 
wherein  the  said  John  Wolcott  is  accused  of  feloniously  taking  a 
buckskin  from  the  said  Samuel  Ayres,  about  the  80th  of  November 
last,  of  the  value  of  nineteen  shillings,  lawful  money. 

The  delinquent  pleads  not  guilty.  The  Court,  on  examining  the 
delinquent,  and  hearing  the  evidence,  and  after  taking  the  case  into 
consideration,  are  of  the  opinion  tliat  the  said  John  Wolcott  is  gviiUy 
of  ieiodiously  taking  a  buckskin  from  tho  said  Samuel  Ayres,  oi  the 
value  of  nineteen  shillings,  lawful  money. 

Therefore  Ordered,  that  the  said  Wolcott  forfeit  and  pay  to  the 
said  Samuel  Ayres,  the  sum  of  nineteen  shillings,  lawful  money,  with 
the  treble  damages,  as  the  law  directs,  together  with  costs.  And 
also  pay  a  fine  to  the  Treasury  of  the  Town  of  Westmoreland,  of  the 
sum  of  fifteen  shillings,  lawful  money,  or  receive  tea  stripes  upon  the 
naked  body. 


Bill  ofCosts,  taxed  at  deiO.  £  s. 

Costs :  viz.  Reward  of  Advertisement,       •      -      -   0    18  00 

Lieut.  Ransom,  pursuit  to  Juniata,  and  bringing  back 

the  dclirKjuunt,        -       -       -       -       -       .       .204  10 

Expenses,  and  a  horse  for  the  journey,        •      -      -   4    06  00 

Hiring  a  man  to  Rsejist,       -       -       •       •       •       -110  00 

Plaintitf  look  alter  dclmquent,    •      •      •      -       .006  00 

Plaintiff,  two  days  attendance,    -      •      -      •      -0   03  00 

Officers'  Foes  00108 

Two  Evidences,  0  04  00 

Sobpcena,  -      <  0  00  06 

Court  Fm,  Afwignmeat  and  Indeoturei     •     •     -  0  06  00 
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Whereas  the  above  named  John  Wolcott,  is  unable  to  make  resti- 
tution, or  to  pay  the  threefold  damages  and  costs,  it  being  the  sum 
of  £\2  \7s.  in  the  whole:  Therefore,  Ordered,  by  said  Court,  that 
ilic  said  John  Wolcott  he  assigned  in  service  to  the  said  Samuel 
Ayres,  for  the  sum  of  two  full  years  from  this  date,  to  be  disposctl  of 
in  service  to  aoy  of  the  subjects  of  the  United  States.  December  31, 
1792,  JoHn  Fbarkuiiv  Justice  of  the  Peace«" 

The  whole  proceedings  bear  the  impress  of  extreme  severity,  at 
▼arianoe  with  the  generally  mild  and  equitable  dispensation  of  the 
law.  Sixty  years,  to  be  sure,  have  wrought  a  great  alteration  in  oar 

notions  of  justice,  and  public  sentiment  could  now  but  ill  endure 
"what  then  \vas  regarded  as  entirely  proper.  The  pursuit  of  Wolcott 
to  Juniata,  an  huiiilrcd  miles,  for  so  small  an  afUiir  as  a  deerskin, 
worth  f)crhaps  a  dollar,  appears  not  a  little  singular.  If  nothing 
existed  more  than  appears  on  the  Record,  we  might  be  led  to 
•oppose  that  the  spirit  of  the  far-famed  Connecticut  Blue  Laws  was 
not  yet  entirely  extinct.  This  was  the  last  but  two  decisions  before 
the  jurisdiction  of  Wyoming  was 'severed  from  Connecticut.  At 
Trenton,  the  court  had  been  in  sessbn  two  months.  Their  decision 
was  anticipated,  and  indeed  was  rendered  about  the  time  of  the  trial 
of  Wolcott*  Whether  he  was  regarded  as  an  emissary  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania landholders,  dhd  the  binding  him  out  for  two  years  was 
deemed  the  surest  way  to  get  rid  of  him,  knowing,  of  course,  ho 
would  run  away,  we  cannot  aver,  but  deem  it  probable,  as  tlio  most 
charitable  conclusion.    We  return  back  to  our  narrative,  1781. 

On  Friday  the  7th  of  Si'pteinl)cr,  a  band  of  India n«;  made  an  ntlack 
on  the  Hanover  setttlement,  and  took  off  Arnold  Franklin,  and  Rose- 
well  Franklin,  Jr.,  the  sons  of  Lieut.  Franidin,  who  had  shot  an 
Indian  the  preceding  June.  Several  horses  were  stolen,  and  much 
grain,  in  stack,  consumed  by  lire*  Capt.  Michael,  with  a  detach- 
ment  of  men,  went  in  pursuit ;  but  the  enemy  eluded  his  vigilance* 
Perhaps  the  narrative  of  Lieut  Rosewell  Franklin  may  be  most  pro- 
perly concluded  here,  although  events  that  subsequently  occurred  be 
anticipated. 

A  more  distressing  tragedy  scarcely  crimsons  the  page  of  history. 
In  April  following,  Sunday  the  7th,  1782,  the  Indians,  still  burning 
Willi  rage,  and  intent  on  vengeance,  rushed  into  Lieut.  Franklin's 
house,  and  took  off  his  wife  and  their  four  remaining  children,  one 
aa  iolaat,  aet  fire  to  the  building,  which,  with  the  furniture  not  plun- 
deredy  was  consumed  to  ashes.  Parties  went  immediately  in  por- 
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suit,  Serjeant  Thomas  Baldwin,  (Joseph  Elliott  second  in  coni- 
mnnd,)  led  seven  determined  men,  with  great  celerity,  taking  an  un- 
frequented course  to  head  the  Savages.  Arrived  at  Wyalusing,  near 
sixty  miles,  they  were  satisfied,  by  examioing  the  fording  place*  that 
the  Indians  had  not  crossed  the  stream.  Pushing  on  tili  they  cam 
to  the'inoantain,  nearly  opposite  Asylam,  a  slight  breast-work  was 
thrown  ap,  and  arrangements  made  to*reoeiye  the  enemy*  Every 
precaution  had  been  taken  to  conceal  the  defence  by  setting  up 
bashes  in  front ;  but  the  wary  chief,  on  approaching,  discovered  the 
snare,  <changed  the  route  of  bts  party,  leaving  the  path,  and  at- 
tempted to  asccciid  the  hill,  and  pass  our  men,  fifty  or  sixty  rods 
more  easterly.  The  attack  was  instantly  commenced,  a  mutual  fire 
v/nn  opened,  and  continued  for  some  time  with  spirit,  and  yet  with 
caution  ;  the  Indians  bring  desirous  to  rr^t  off  with  their  prisoners  and 
plunder ;  the  pursuing  party  being  airaid  of  hurting  Mrs.  Franklin 
and  the  children.  In  the  midst  of  the  firing,  the  two  little  girls  and 
the  boy  sprung  from  their  captors,  and  found  refuge  with  tliesr 
friends  1  Instantly  the  Savages  shot  Mrs.  PrankUn  and  letMitcd  ; 
the  chief,  either  to  preserve  the  infant  prisoner  as  a  trophy,  or  to 
save  himsdf  from  being  a  mark  for  the  American  rifles,  raised  the 
babe  on  his  shoulder,  and  thus  bearing  her  aloft,  fled.  Having  reco- 
vered three  of  the  children,  and  seeing  the  bleeding  remains  of  the 
mother,  the  Yankees  suspended  pursuit.  Mrs.  Franklin  was  buried 
decently  as  circumstances  permitted,  and  the  children  brouEht  safely 
to  Wyoming,  where  they  arrived  on  the  16th.  Two  of  the  men, 
Serjeant  Baldwin  and  Oliver  Bennet,  were  wounded,  the  Ibriner 
severely,  by  the  enemy's  iire.  The  vigorous  pursuit  and  spirited 
action  were  worthy  of  emphatic  commendation. 

It  would  almost  seem  as  if  a  fell  spirit  pursued  the  fortunes  of 
•Lieut.  Fnmklin.  He  was  a  worthy  man,  of  decided  coorags;  id  tbe 
battle^  as  ensign  in  Capt.  McKarrican's  company,  having  behavwl 
with  spirit.  Enterprising  and  indostrknis,  yet  nothing  prospend 
under  his  hand.  When  the  troubles  with  Pennsylvania,  after  the 
war,  were  renewed  at  Wyoming,  he  sought  repose  from  the  long 
conflicts  he  had  been  engaged  in,  by  removing  with  his  family  into 
the  Genesee  country,  where  he  settled  without  title:  the  lands 
there  being  in  controversy  between  Massachusetts  and  New  ITork. 
After  two  years  of  nrdnoiis  labour,  winter  approached  and  found  his 
cellar  stored  and  his  granaries  full,  the  product  of  a  fruitful  soil,  and 
anremitt^  industry.  A  ray  of  gladness  broke  in  on  his  dwdliog^ 
and  «« Hope  and  Pleamra  smiled.''  Gov.  Clintoii  had  bided  h«tlMB^ 
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and  seizing  the  moment  when  his  measures  could  not  fall  to  be  effec- 
tive, veiling  all  the  feelings  of  humanity,  suppressing  all  the  kindlier 
8\  inpnthies  of  our  nature,  under  the  pretence  or  plea  of  public  ptilicy, 
he  s(  nt  a  band  of  men,  early  in  winter,  into  the  Genesee  country,  to 
•destroy  the  settlements  making  there.  Every  habitation  was  burnt, 
the  iraprovements  laid  waste,  and  all  the  grain  cousumed  by  fire. 
Lieut.  Franklin  looked  around  him  a  moment  on  this  new  scene  of 
desolation  and  woe,  in  otter  despair ;  seised  his  rifle  and  put  an  end 
to  his  existence* 

We  must  be  allowed  to  relieve  the  gloom  thrown  around  our 
pages,  fay  the  melancholy  fate  of  the  uofortanate  Franklin, 

"  And  amm  tbe  Mbfedood 
Tuio  forth  h«r  Mlvet  Uniog  on  the  i^gbt." 

The  winter  was  cheered  by  several  marriages  of  persons  eminent  in 
the  Yaiiey*  Lieut  Lawrence  Myers  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah 
Crore,  January  3rd,  1782.  She,  of  the  patriotic  family  that  sent  five 
brothers  and  two  brothers-in-law  into  the  battle.  That  she  was 
very  handsome  cannot  be  doubted,  for  in  1637,  then  eighty  years  of 
age,  the  round  face,  regular  features,  and  pleasing  expression  told  of 
remarkable  youthful  beauty.  [Lieut.  Myers  was  of  a  German  family 
from  Frederick  town,  ^faryland.  Robust  in  early  manhood,  he  be- 
came corpulent  with  advancing  age,  and  presented  a  singular  con- 
trast with  the  spnre  forms  of  the  Yankees,  worn  down  by  exertion 
and  care  *  But  iie  was  ever  a  favorite.  His  large  round  face 
seemed  radiant  with  benevolence  and  cheerfulness.  Besides  several 
ofRces  in  the  militia,  he  was  for  thirty  years  a  magistrate,  and  in 
1800,  Commissioner  of  the  county.  The  plan  of  the  Court  House,  a 
cross,  was  introduced  by  him,  taken  from  that  at  Fredericktown ; 
which  doubtless  owed  its  origin  to  the  Roman  Catholic  settlers  of 
Maryland,  under  their  liberal  and  tolerant  founder,  though  that  it 
was  an  emblem  of  Catholicism,  or  had  any  Christian  allusion,  was 
probably  unknown  to  Mr.  Myers,  or  those  in  Luzerne  who  approved 
thereof.  The  delight  of  his  life  was  to  talk  of  Frederick,  and  any 
thing  that  existed  or  came  from  there  was  an  objuct  of  his  special 
regard.  Owning  one  of  the  noblest  plantations  on  the  Kingston 
flats,  adjoining  the  Plymouth  line,  though  he  did  not  personally 
labour,  he  caused  it  to  be  highly  cultivated,  the  produce  of  which 

•  I  tmiht  almoMt  mj,  if  th«  Yankcct  wwM  fbrpve  nw,  h«  «|i|ieti«(l  a  pictun  of  plenty 
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yielded  a  libertl  support  The  ancient  people  are  still  pleawd  te 
tell  of  his  almost  daily  erasing  the  river  to  Wilkesbarre»  aeeiMBpa^ 
nied  by  the  little  shaggy  water  dog,  spotted  Uaek  and  white*  his 

unfailing  attendant,  running  by  his  master's  side,  or  sitting  by  his 
feet.  If  perchance  the  ferry-boat  put  oiX  from  shore  without  him, 
the  dog  would  seem  to  measure  the  distance  with  mathematical  pie- 
cision,  run  up  the  river  far  that  the  stream  should  not  take  h:m 
below  the  landinrr  place,  plunge  in  and  swim  over.  In  winter,  the 
large  and  elegant  cloth  cloak*  in  those  early  days  an  article  of  dress 
too  fine  and  costly  not  to  be  rare*  gave  to  his  noble  person  an  imp^^ 
sing  appearance.  He  died  of  dropsy*  aged  about  fifty  years,  leaving 
as  he  had  no  children*  his  fine  estate  to  Mrs*  Myers  and  his  two 
brothers.  In  times  of  high  ezeitement,  from  WashiiHSton*s  adoiins- 
tration  onward  to  the  time  of  his  decesse*  **  Esquire  Myers***  which 
was  the  usual  designation,  was  a  zealous  Federalist*  but  too  liberal 
and  kind  to  cherish  a  particle  of  ill  will  against  his  opponents.  Tbe 
fact  is  the  rather  noted,  because  it  is  believed  he  was  the  only  one 
of  the  name  who  did  not  entertain  different  sentiments,  and  because 
his  name  and  character  for  several  years  gave  that  party  great 
inHuence,  aiding  to  preserve  it  in  the  ascendancy.  But  this  is  a  da* 
gression.] 

Sunday,  the  17th  of  February,  1782,  Hugh  Forseman,  Esq.,  and 
Judith  Slocum  were  called  off;  and  on  the  succeeding  Sunday,  viz. 
the  IMth*  were  married.  Miss  Slocum  was  the  sister  of  the  lost 
Frances*  and  daughter  of  Mr.  Jonathan  Slocum*  who*  with  Mr. 
Tripp,  was  so  audaciously  murdered  by  the  Indians  in  sight  of  the 
ibrt*  three  years  previously.  [Mr.  Forseman  we  have  seen  es  Jnstiee 
of  the  Peace,  and  sitting  as  one  of  the  Justices  of  Quorum  in  the 
Couiity  Court.  A  luaii  uf  ljusiriess  and  probity,  few  shared  more 
highly  the  general  confidence.  As  Clerk  of  the  Town,  his  writing  is 
singularly  neat  and  accurate.  To  his  care  we  arc  indebted  that  the 
old  VVestmorclard  Records  were  preserved.  Mr.  Forseman  was  from 
Ireland,  where  a  lease  of  considerable  value  depended  on  his  life. 
'The  lessee  being  accustomed  annually  to  send  him  a  piece  of  Cine 
linen,  his  receipt  therefore  being  the  proof  that  he  was  still  alive^J 

Ab  shadows  and  sunshine  chase  each  other  over  the  plain*  so  do 
the  events  of  our  narrative  alternate. 

On  Sunday,  the  lOth  of  March*  the  good  deacon  John  Hurlbut 
departed  this  life;  a  life  full  of  respect  and  usefulness.  The  confi- 
dence reposed  in  him,  is  attested  by  his  having  been,  when,  from 
the  distresj»ed  state  of  the  country,  the  sagest  men  ibr  wisdom,  and 
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Iba  Mutest  ia  virtue,  were  required  for  public  trusts,  three  times 

chosen  meoaber  of  Assembly,  besides  fulfilling  other  offices  of  lesser 
note.  If  he  did  not  live  to  enjoy  the  repose  and  prosperity  that  re- 
sulted from  his  Jabours,  it  is  pleasing  to  be  able  to  record  that  a  son 
of  hh,  Napthali  Hurlbut,  Esq.,  was  in  after  days  honoured  by  til8 
citi^ns  ofljuaeroe  with  the  office  of  High  Sheriff  of  the  county. 

A  lad  was  murdered  by  the  lodians  near  Buokersyoa  Sattiiday«  the 
Ist  of  J1U10, 1783. 

finnover  was  the  aoene  of  another  bloody  deed  00  Monday,  the 
Sth  of  July.  John  Jameson,  and  a  lad,  bis  brother,  accompanied  brf 
Aaa  Chapman,  were  riding  up  from  Nanticoke,  their  leiidence  neat 
(n9w)  Lee^e  Mills,  intending  to  go  to  WiUcesbam.  As  they  came 
opposite  the  Hanover  meeting  house,  Jameson  exclaimed,  "  there  are 
Indians,"  Before  he  could  turn  his  horse  he  received  three  rifle  balls, 
and  fell  dead  to  the  earth.  Chapman  being  behind  hirn,  had  time  to 
draw  the  rein  and  turn,  but  was  instantly  wounded.  Clinginc;  to 
the  saddle,  the  frighted  horse  bore  him  beyond  their  reach.  The  lad 
being  in  the  rear,  escaped.  Chapman  lin^sred  several  hours,  sent  for 
bis  wife,  and  took  an  affectionate  leave  of  her.  Capt.  Franklin  eat 
ont  the  ball,  but  it  had  done  its  office,  and  he  presently  expired. 

On  the  d6th  of  the  month,  a  man,  a  woman,  and  two  children 
wnie  killed  near  Catawissa,  thirty  miles  below  Wyoming. 

Satnrday  the  87tb« — The  gloomy  monotony  of  war  was  broken,  and 
the  settleoMnt  cheered  by  the  return  of  George  Mmer  Ransom,  one 
of  the  seven  prisoners  taken  in  December  1780.  A  young  man  full 
of  courage  and  ardour,  he  could  not  brook  confinement,  made  his 
escape  encountering  great  hardships.  The  events  ot  his  captivity 
and  return,  will  furnish  an  interestiiis^  page  in  our  chnptcr  of  person- 
al narratives.  We  have  the  satisfaction  to  say,  that  as  i  wrilfir 
(April  20,  1845,)  Col.  Ransom  still  lives. 

Satoffday  the  12th. — ^Daniel  McDowal  was  taken  prisoner  at 
Shawney,  and  carried  to  Niagara.  He  was  son  of  the  benevolent 
Scotch  gentleman  at  Stroudsburg,  who,  as  we  have  prevbaaly  seena 
befriended  with  such  disinterested  and  nntiring  perseverance,  the 
Tanhee  settlers  in  their  first  efforts  to  establish  themselves  at  Wyo* 
ming.  He  was  the  father  of  Mrs.  McKean,  wife  of  Gen.  Samuel 
McKean,  of  Hiadford  county,  recently  United  States  Senator. 

Imperfectly  protected,  constantly  harrassed,  wounded,  bleeding  at 
every  f»orG,  Capt.  Spalding  and  the  Wyoming  Independent  Com- 
pany, consisting  of  nearly  all  the  remaining  able  hodi(  1  men  of  the 
town,  cruelly  drawn  away  below  the  mountains,  ilm  handiul  oi 
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people  remaining,  in  town  meeting,  with  a  fortitude  and  devotioa 
never  surpassed,  still  struggled  for  existence.  In  April  voted, — That 
the  town  treasurer  be  desired  to  grind  up  so  much  of  the  public 
ivheat,  (reccjve.d  for  taxes,)  as  to  make  two  hundred  pounds  of  bis- 
cuit, and  keep  it  made,  and  so  deposited,  as  that  the  necessary 
•eouts  amy  ioatantly  be  lapplied  (rota  time  to  lime  as  occaaioo 
nquires." 

And  eubflequeotly,  September  the  10th» 

«<  Voted— That  CoL  Nathan  DeiiisoD  be  deeired  to  aeod  eeoota  op 
the  riwp  ai  often  and  a«  ftv  as  he  ihall  think  it  neeeasaiy,  to  die- 
oover  the  movements  of  the  enemy ;  receiving  hii  instmctlona  fiom 
time  to  time,  and  to  mnke  immediate  returnt  to  him,  aa  aoon  aa  lhay 
•hali  return  back,  and  be  subject  to  be  examined  under  oath,  touch- 
ing their  faithfulness;  they  lo  be  found  bread  and  ammunition,  and 
be  paid  six  shillings  a  day  while  m  actual  service,  by  this  town. 
The  selectmen  to  draw  an  order  on  the  town  treasurer  tor  such  amoa, 
to  be  paid  in  produce  at  the  market  price.* 

The  ever  memorable  surrender  of  Lord  Cornwallis  had  lakeo 
place  on  the  19th  of  October,  1781,  which,  in  effect,  decided  the 
contest  in  favor  of  America  and  lodependenee*  The  Rev*  BeojaoMa 
BkUack  and  Nathan  Beach,  £aq.,  at  that  time  yoong  men  in  the 
'^Nrime  of  li&,  both  from  Wyoming^  and  both  now  living  hevQ,  each 
having  numbefod  mora  than  fimr  acore  yean,  were  pfeaent  at  lha 
capitnlation. 

General  Conway,  on  the  27th  of  February,  1782,  moved  in  the 

House  of  Commons:  "That  it  the  oj>in';on  of  this  House,  that  a 
further  prosecution  of  offensive  war  against  America,  would,  under 
present  circumstances,  be  the  means  of  weakening  the  etforts  of  this 
ooontry  against  her  European  enemies,  and  tend  to  locraase  the 

•  As  has  l*#n  previourfy  explaineil,  the  town  of  Wesimorplam!,  as  I.iid  off  by  Connecticut. 
And  held  under  her  junwlkuon,  extended  a  degree  of  latitude  on  the  Delaware,  thenrt-  u.c- 
pTosent  dividing  line  between  Neir  York  and  Pennsylvania,  bein^  lite  iiortUeru  boundary, 
tiRteliinf  ipait  moy  ouIm  htjwiA  tlit  Smqnelitnaa.  Them  ivtn  two  diainot  scMnMai 
fsafHi^-lte  BMiii  ow  ia  tad  tbm  WjMniQgyallqrt  «h»  otiwr,  U^mifmilatia,mk 
ibr  A  time  flourishing,  on  the  Lackawaxen,  which  flows  into  the  Delaware,  oilled  in  the  old 
records  the  L«rkfiwa  settlement.    In  re«pect  to  this  second  portion  of  Wc8tmorcland,  oar 
n&rriitivc  ban  but  slightly  aJverteJ ;  and  the  writer  is  indebted  for  the  extn'melv  w^U  writtfa 
accouol,  which  wiU  be*  iumid  in  a  subset^uent  letter,  to  Warren  J.  Woodward,  Ettq.j 
MptMWof  th«  Btto.  George  V7.  Woodwiid,  Pvwiaml  Judge  of  ths  4ih  Jidicial  Distort, 
koth  of  tlMn  nutivM  of  oM  **LMkainu'*  While  I  pnifler  my  grmtafnl  aekiwwHgBtHte 
for  the  aid  thw  ofibrded  in  tbnnni^  light  on  that  part  of  the  Wyomia^  1>>M0I7»  I  CUMOl 
withhold  the  expression  of  pride  I  feel  in  witnesiiing  the  ikMrwd  hoilMn  dlMulj  iPOBlf 
teoeadtiili  of  one  ftf  the  ml^  aetUinliMM. 
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mutual  enmity  so  fatai  to  the  interests  both  of  Great  Britain  and  Ame- 
rica which  was  carried  against  the  strenuous  opposition  of  the 
mioistry.  On  the  4th  of  March  following,  Parliaooeot  choosing  to 
be  more  eiqilieit,  resolved*  **  Thil  the  hoase  will  consider  as  eneaiwi 
19  hm  Majesty  ud  the  country,  all  thoie  wbo  should  adviie,  or  at- 
•wpt  a  further  pmaeatioo  of  oftosite  wur  on  tbe  oontinaiit  of  North 
Aimnca*'*  An  iminedble  change  of  ainietry  enraed,  and  n^gnlifr- 
tioQi  fiHT  peace  toon  followed. 

AlthtN^  doade  etill  bwered»  the  thaiider  growled  along  the  hills, 
aad  aa  ooeasional  leven  bolt  bortt  in  the  Yalby,  yet  the  bow  of 
promised  peace,  with  its  radiant  hues,  spanned  the  eastern  sky,  and 
awakened  sweet  hopes  of  security  and  rest. 

The  number  of  lives  actually  lost  in  Wyotiiing,  during  the  war, 
it  is  impossibie  to  estimate  with  certainty.  Probably  three  hundred, 
being  one  in  ten  of  every  inhabitant,  or  exceeding  ooe-third  of  the 
adult  male  population  at  the  ooaunencement  of  the  war.  Conoecti- 
cat  to  have  sufiered  in  the  same  proportion,  would  have  lost  near 
twenty-three  thonaand*  and  the  United  Colonies  three  hundred  thon- 
anad. 

•  Almoet  isanediatdy  a(ler  I^rd  C6rawallis*s  surrender*  the  conteet 
being  regarded  as  virtually  closed,  that  is*  on  the  8d  of  November* 

fiHeen  days  after  that  event,  a  petition  was  presented  to  Congress,' 
f*  from  the  iSupreme  Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania,  staling  a 
matter  in  dispute  between  the  said  State  and  the  State  of  Connec- 
ticut, respecting  sundry  lands  lymg  on  the  cast  branch  of  the  river 
Susquehanna,  and  praying  a  hearing  in  the  premises*  agreeable  to 
the  ninth  article  of  the  Confederation.'^ 

Connecticut  promptly  met  the  overtures  of  Pennsylvania*  and 
both  parties  during  the  winter  made  preparations  for  the  trial 
Fkalirainary  prooeedingp  were  adopted  early  the  following  summer. 
On  the  12th  of  August*  1789*  the  delegates  from  the.  two  Stalea 
announced*  in  a  joint  memorial  to  Congress*  that  they  had  mutu- 
ally agreed  on  gentlemen  to  cooititate  the  court:— the  Hon.  William 
Whipple,  Esq.,  of  New  Hampshuro;  the  Hon.  Major«Genefal  Natha- 
niel Greene,  of  Rhode  Island  i  the  Hon.  David  Brearly,  and  William 
Churchill  Houston,  Esq.,  of  New  Jersey;  the  Hon.  Cyrus  Griffin* 
and  Joseph  Jones,  Esq.,  of  Virginia. 

.  A  subsequent  communication  August  23d,  from  the  jomt  delegates, 
stated,  it  was  ascertained  that  Gen.  Greene  and  Uoo.  John  Rut* 
lod^  (whose  name  does  not  previously  appear  on  the  journal,)  could 
not  attend*  and  substituting  Hon.  Wekome  Arnold*  of  Rhode  Island^ 
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and  Hon.  Thomas  Nelson,  of  Virginia ;  any  five  of  whom  to  timtHir 
tute  a  quorum. 

Five  commissioners,  viz :  Messrs.  Whipple,  Arnold,  Houston,  Griflin 
and  BrcarlvT  opened  their  court  at  Trenton,  November  12,  1782, 
Messrs.  William  Bradford,  Joseph  Reed,  James  Wilson,  and  Jonathan 
D.  Sergeant,  appearing  as  counatl  oo  behalf  of  Pennsylvania.  liMin» 
Eliphlet  Dyer,  WtUiam  &  Joluioii  and  J«m  AooC,  being  tbm 
firom  Cooiiectieot 

Theooart  hafiog  declined  to  order  nolioe  to  be  given  to  theeettei 
nt  Wyoming,  dainifig  the  lend— the  right  of  toil  did  wA  oeae 
before  them;  the  qaestioo  they  were  empowered  to  decide^  hm§ 
solely  that  of  jurisdiction,  the  parties  proceeded  with  their  aeverel 
allegations  and  pleas,  and  after  a  sitting  of  forty-one  judicial  days, 
viz :  on  Monday,  December  1762,  gave  their  decisioii  in  these 
"Words : — 

We  are  unanimously  of  opioioii  that  Connecticut  has  no  righi^to 
the  lands  ia  controversy. 

We  are  also  unanimously  of  opinion,  that  the  Jorisdictioa  end 
pre-emptioD  of  all  the  territory  lying  within  the  clwrter  of  Pennsyl* 
▼nnia*  and  now  claimed  by  the  State  of  CoDneetleutf  do  of  light  be> 
long  to  the  State  of  Pennsylyania.** 

Clear*  oompvehensiver  and  eiplicit^BMnsylvaiiia  wae  satieiedtand 
Connectieat  iobmltted  without  breathing  a  sigb  Ibr  the  lees  of  so 
noble  a  domain,  the  right  to  which  she  had  so  strenuously  main- 
tained,  or  a  murmur  at  a  decision  whicii  seemed  to  the  surrouuduag 
world  so  extraordinary. 

But  as  this  trial,  spoken  of  before  in  our  examination  of  the  titles  of 
the  two  States,  to  Wyoming,  will  be  found  more  fully  treated  of  here* 
after,  we  take  leave  of  it,  with  this  brief  notice  for  the  present* 

With  the  close  of  the  year  1782,  and  the  TrentOQ  deoiee»  the 
jurisdiction  of  Conneeticut»  which  bad  oontinned  nine  years,  oeneedi 
the  eheerfbl  and  salntary  town  meetings  were  no  kwg^  bolden^  end 
we  close  the  old  parchment  bound  booh  with  the  meet  pntaad 
laBtniente  of  respect,  and  with  feelingeof  sincere  regret,  a^  if  per^ 
k»g  from  a  long  cherished  friend.  A  box  of  finely  polished  onk  shouk) 
be  made  for  it;  as  the  descendants  of  the  old  settlers  ma\  look  back 
upon  that  liurnble  volume,  frum  seats  of  ailluence  or  high  places  ol 
power,  ceciiuries  hence,  with  honest  prideat  the  recocded  trans- 
acuoos  of  their  lathers. 
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Bmag  t  cfaipter  of  groat  imobmiI. 

1793.  A  paragra[)l!  of  Retrosppct — Opening  of  a  very  interesting  matter — EloqaoU 

Petition — Important  I^'ttcr — i^roccetimgB  ot  Peaosylvama  Aiiiembly — A  miliur/  foiC6 
•tnt  to  Wyotoing— Foit  OiekioMn^NegotUtm— ioiepli  Mwlgomefy— John  JcnkiiHi-' 
EztnofdsiMrf  pvopotitloB  of  eompfomiie-^AIflsaiidor  PUteiMn— RopUiM  of  negotift- 
tion» — Conieqaent  proceedings — Report  of  CoramiaiionerB  to  AmmMj— Phm  witk 
Great  Britaio — Incidcntf<— Setllcni,  broken  h«»flrto(f,  (oak  otit  T  r  f\  new  home — "Act  to 
stay  suits'* — Military  preimrations — Col.  Butler  reluriiH  frmi  the  army  with  his  linJc— 
is  arrested  by  Patterson,  and  sent  to  buubury  jail — Major  Prince  Alden,  CnpL  Janaes 
Bidbek,  and  Bonjonin  BMtmjt  tTWfd-  F^her  amn  Violent  proceeding*. 


In  the  preceding  Letters  I  have  endeavored  to  g\ye  you  a  brief 
sketch  of  the  Natives  who  formerly  held  dominion  over  Wyoming. 
Secondly,  the  origin  and  grouad«  of  the  controversy  respecting  jiint* 
diction  and  soil,  that  eiisted  between  Fennsylvania  and  Connecticnli 
Thirdly,  the  efibrts  to  settle  the  eonntry,  and  the  accruing  conflicti^ 
known  at  the  ^old  Fonnymhe  and  Yankee  war."  Fonrtfaty,  theeventf 
of  the  Revotntkmary  war,  to  hs  close,  indodtng  the  trial  and  deei- 
ibn  at  Tk«nton;  the  whole  intermhigled  with  civil  and  peiaonal 
details,  necessaiy  to  gi?e  you  a  perlect  view  of  Wyoming  as  it  then 
etisted. 

I  now  proceed  to  trace  the  further  history  of  Wyoming,  from  1782 
to  1790,  some  portions  of  it  of  singular  vicissitude  and  interest. 

Immediately  on  the  promulgation  of  the  Trenton  decree,  we  have 
seen  that  Connecticut  withdrew  her  jurisdiction,  and  the  county  and 
town  of  Westmoreland  ceased  to  exist,  except  as  its  memory  was  pre- 
served in  the  records  of  the  past 

An  intimation  has  been  suggested  that  the  Trenton  trial  was  not, 
m  Ihet,  what  on  its  fiiir  pages  it  parports  to  he,  a  hona  ide  eiaudna- 
thm,  and  impartial  judgment  npoo  a  matter  of  right,  hi  r^pect  to 
territory  and  joritdfetkm  hetween  the  two  states ;  bat  in  ftet,  by  n. 
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secret  understandinjT  nnd  collusion,  a  le^ral  form  of  transfer  (some- 
thing in  the  form  of  a  common  recovery)  of  the  claim  of  Connecticut 
to  Pennsylvania,  ivithin  the  limits  of  the  Pennsylyania  Chaner,  with 
the  confideotial  understanding  that  Connecticut  was  to  reeeiva  mm 
equivalent,  or  indemnttyt  in  the  Western  Hesenre.  As  we  proceed!, 
facts  that  arise,  bearing  on  that  point,  will  be  particularly  noticed. 

From  the  commencement  of  the  war  for  Independence  the  Bam- 
quehanna  Company  had  pretermitted  their  meetings,  no  one  beiqg 
found  recorded  from  May  1774  to  Nov.  13th,  1782,  when,  prepara- 
tory to  the  trial  at  Trenton,  the  Company  were  convened  at  Hart- 
ford, and  appointed  Messrs.  Dyer,  Root,  and  Johnson  (who  had  been 
selected  by  the  state  to  appear  as  counsel  before  the  court),  to  act 
also  as  their  nn;cnts,  ond  tho^e  of  the  settlers.  Surprised  at  the  un- 
looked  for  decision,  the  Company  seem  darkly  to  have  surmised  that 
there  was  something  behind  the  curtain  not  avowed,  nor  perfectly 
understood,  and  at  a  meeting  holden  at  Hartford,  May  2l8t,  1T8S^ 
they  appointed  "  CoL  Talcott,  Gen.  Parsons,  and  Samuel  Gray,  a 
committee  to  lay  a  memorial  before  the  General  Assembly,  in  behalf 
of  the  Susquehanna  Company,  that  the  Assembly  would  desire  Dr. 
Johnson  and  Col.  Root,  agents  of  this  state,  to  give  said  Assembly 
an  account  of  the  trial  of  the  cause  between  this  state  and  the  state 
of  Pennsylvania,  at  the  court  holden  at  Trenton.''  It  will  l)e  observed 
that  of  Col.  Dyer,  the  other  agent,  no  explanation  is  retjuested,  as 
probably  of  him  no  suspicion  existed.  It  is  not  known  that  the 
Assembly  took  any  order  on  the  petition. 

The  condition  of  the  settlers  was  embarrassing  and  gloomy  in  the 
extreme.  By  a  Resolution  of  Congress  the  Commander  in  Chief  had 
been  nnthorized,  previous  to  the  trial,  to  withdraw  the  garrisoo  from 
Wyoming,  Connecticut  concurring.  Their  place  was  supplied,  of 
course,  by  troops  from  Pennsylvania.  A  comparative  handfai  le* 
mained,  the  brdLen  remnants  of  the  war;  a  great  portion  of  these 
who  bad  been  expelled  after  the  massacre,  remaining  in  exile,  spe- 
cially the  young  men  growing  up  to  manhood,  the  natural  hope  and 
stay  of  the  settlement,  who  being  left  orphans,  had  been  bound  out  to 
mechanics  and  farmers,  and  whose  time  of  apprenticeship  had  not 
yet  expired.  Thus  situated  they  were  ndvi.sed  to  cast  themselves  at 
the  feet  of  the  Pennsylvania  Government,  and  solicit  proteclioii, 
pardon  and  mercy.  A  petition  was  drawn  up,  in  many  points  elo- 
quent and  touchingly  pathetic,  and  signed  by  John  Paul  Schotts, 
Esq.,  with  a  number  of  the  inhabitants,  and  presented  to  thi 
Assembly,  January  18tb,  1788.  Beiog  but  eighteen  days  after  the 


Digitized  by  Google 


H16TORT  OF  WTOMIITO 


ill 


Trenton  decree,  the  process  of  its  draw  ing  up,  circulation,  signature, 
transmission  to  the  city,  and  presentation,  exhibit  a  celerity  that 
bmn  any  imj^raw  rather  thaa  that  of  oool  deliberatioo.  The  style 
It  iwckodly  peeuliar.  We  pronounce  with  grant  confidence,  from 
iaierna]  evideooe,  that  it  couki  not  have  boaa  written  in  Wyomkig* 
It  eiblbita  in  no  partieular  the  peculiar  chancteriitiet  of  the  ttyie» 
aillier  of  Fraaklia  or  Jeoku»»  the  ready  writers  of  the  lettierar 
Fmi  all  wUch  we  infer,  that  the  petition  was  prepared  below  the 
MMitains,  probably  by  the  Comieeticiit  agente  at  Trentan*  with  the 
concurrence  of  those  of  Pennsylvania;  its  signature  and  presentation 
being  hurried  on  without  giving  time  to  the  inhabitants  to  recover 
from  the  shock  produced  by  that  highly  politic,  but  nevertheless 
extraordinary  decision. 

In  such  a  variety  of  aspects  does  the  petition  appear  to  warrant 
eepocial  attention,  that  we  publish  it  here  entire,  in  preference  to 
tlmwiag  it  into  the  Appendix. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Representatives  of  the  freemen  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Feniuylwtnia,  in  Qenerai  AMte/My  met* 

*  The  nMMrial  and  addreie  of  Nathan  Deniion»  Hagh  Forseman^ 
Obadiah  €rore,  Samuel  Shepherd  and  John  Paul  Sohott,  inhabitantif 

settlers,  and  proprietors  of  a  territory  of  country  situated  on  the 
waters  of  the  Susquehanna  river,  under  the  claim  of  the  State  of 
Connecticut,  on  behalf  of  themselves  and  others  of  the  inhabitant% 
settlers,  etc.,  of  the  snid  country," 

''Most  respectfully  shewcth,  That  m  the  year  1754,  a  number  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Connecticut,  finding  all  the  lands  eastward  of  the 
Una  of  the  State  of  New  York  settled  and  appropriatedy  proeeeded 
to  purohasc  of  the  Six  Nations  a  largo  territory  of  country,  eitendr 
ing  firom  Delaware^  weetward,  aboat  one  hundred  and  sixty  miiea, 
and  in  bre»dtb»  the  whole  ibrty-[8eeood]  degree  of  north  latitudot  and 
gave  a  valuable  consideration,  supposing,  that  without  diepute*  the 
aforeeald  territory  was  included  in  the  charter  granted  them  by 
King  Charles  the  Second,  April  3d,  1662,  and  formed  themselves 
into  a  company  of  pro|)i  ictors,  by  the  consent  of  t!ic  Legislature,  and 
regulated  by  the  laws:  of  said  State,  and  proceeded  to  locate  the 
valuable  lands  Hltuatcd  on  the  eastern  branch  of  the  Snsquehnnna 
river»  the  full  breadth  of  the  forty-[8econd]  degree,  extending  six  miles 
east«  wad  twenty  milea  west  of  said  river.  Having  no  apprehenaioa 
that  any  royal  grant  covered  the  same,  either  previous  or  aabeequeai 
to  the  afarowid  Charter  of  Coiinectieut»  tb^  proceeded  to  plant 
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themaelves  through  said  territory,  and  [cultivate]  the  same,  among 
which  number  of  settlers  are  your  petitioners,  and  those  whom  they 
represent,  in  full  confidence  of  the  justice  ot  our  title,  under  Connec- 
ticut, with  the  most  honest  intentions,  we  uniiormly  maintained  our 
aupfKMed  right,  bf  opposing  pertOBs  claiming  uodsr  tlie  Feoosjflr 
VADia  Proprietary',  who  finoquently  inlempted  us  in  what  we 
esteemed  oar  Uwfnl  kmnams.  GoMlaiitljr  wishing  for  m  thiol 
iwisMM  belmen  the  two  States,  oonoenitn^  jonadkitiaiiy  we  ■■■■ 
marf  eihrt  to  eiqiedite  such  decinoav  raobtely  detemiuiedlto  m» 
tun  the  title  which  we  had  aoqttindt  until  a  man  equitahie  «m 
aonld  be  eslaUiibecL  In  the  year  1763,  and  a  number  oif  ■neaowitn 
years,  appeals  were  made  to  the  Crown,  by  one  and  the  other  State, for 
a  final  deciiiion,  which  wtrc  yet  depending  when  the  commeDcement 
of  the  present  war  put  a  period  to  all  appeals  to  the  Crown.  In  liie 
course  of  which  appeals,  the  opinion  of  the  Counsel,  most  eminent 
and  learned  in  the  law,  was  taken,  who  advised  (as  we  apprehended,) 
fully  in  the  favour  of  the  claim  of  Connecticat.  This  greatly  encou- 
ngied  your  HemoriaUsts  that  they  were  right  in  sopportiiig  their 
daim. 

«*In  m4»  the  Lsfiriatore  of  the  State  of  Connseliont  aMrlad 
thair  dain*  arealed  ciTil  jnriidietkNi»  and  oomplela  cf^ii  and  wiiitBry 
anabiishnwnta  aoeefding  lo  the  lawi  and  usages  of  said  6iate»  wbidh 
led  yoor  Memorialists  into  a  greater  oonfidencae  of  their  eeumity 

under  said  State,  and  induced  them  to  build  houses  and  mills  fer 
their  convenience,  and  to  cultivate  a  country  which  we  esteemed 
our  own.  Since  that  time,  attempts  have  been  made  to  dispas*e4j5  us 
in  a  hostile  manner,  which  the  law  of  self  preservation  obliged  us  to 
oppose,  in  the  course  of  whicli  there  were  faults  on  both  sides,  which 
we  hope  nay  be  cancelled  and  buried  io  oblivion. 

The  right  of  jurisdictioo  was  always  esteemed  important  lo  the 
rh^-^^g  State,  and  more  espeoially  to  the  settlers  and  tenants,  wha 
have  ventnred  their  all  thanB»  and  who  were  combatting  difficnkim 
and  dangera  in  every  shapa. 

After  reoonrse  to  Great  Britain  was  ent  ofi*,  it  waa  pWfidsJi 
that  in  all  disputes  concerning  bonodaries,  jorisdiotion,  ete^  the 
United  States,  in  Congress,  shall  be  the  last  resort  and  appeal.  That 
judges  be  appointed  tu  hear  and  duteriiiinc  the  matter  in  question; 
and  thai  tiie  sentence  of  the  Court  be  decisive  between  the  parties. 
And  also  all  controversies,  the  private  right  of  soil  being  claimed 
under  difierent  grants  of  two  or  more  States,  etc. ;  said  grants,  etc*y 
ihailf  on  the  peution  of  either  party  to  the  Coagrem  of  the  United 
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Stales,  be  finally  determioed,  as  near  as  may  be,  pursuant  to  this 
provimi.  Tbe  Honorable  CongrMi  MtoblMied  a  Comrt ;  both 
6Mm  Hire  died,  mai  ftppened ;  the  cause  was  heard  Ibr  more  than 
Ibrty  diyts  tiie  groMdi  •Cated  4111  wMeh  mat  State  eieefted  tbefer 
fight  of  jeriMfictM.  On  wMel^  tlie  Cowt  Mly  edjodged  Ib 
h^yonr  of  the  State  ofFanBe^rlvaiue,  by  which  the  Jmriidictloii  ef  the 
Aipaled  tetrilofyf  00  which  foat  MoBorielUts  li^  ie  adjudged 
ymMn,  Ify  this  adjudicattoii,  we  are  under  your  juHedlctimi  aad 
protection.  We  are  subjects  and  free  citizens  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  have  to  look  up  to  your  Honours  as  our  fathers,  guard- 
ians and  protectors,  entitled  to  every  tender  regard  and  respect,  as  to 
justice,  eijuity,  liberty  and  protection,  on  which  we  depend,  and 
which  we  are  warranted  to  do  by  the  impartiai  treatment  that  all, 
e?eo  strmiigers  have  received,  when  once  they  became  inhahitaale 
and  citizens  ef  thii  great  and  iloiiriibii^  State. 

**!nkm  hate  we  stated  the  groanda  on  which  oar  title  was  e*t»- 
UUwd ;  wldeht  thou^  detonuned  to  be  iil  grounded  by  the  hcmr* 
able  Coart,  appeared  to  be  fbonded  ia  the  htgheet  nmom.  He  y/^g^f 
tboogbt  it  our  duty  to  do  as  we  did*  If  we  liaTe  committed  Hielte^ 
we  pray  Ibr  merey  and  forgiveness.  If  we  Inm  deeafred  any  thing, 
we  hope  something  from  the  gratitude  of  our  country.  We  have 
settled  a  country  (in  its  original  state,)  hut  of  little  value,  but  now 
cultivated  by  your  Memorialists,  is  to  them  of  the  greatest  import- 
ance, being  their  all.  Wc  are  yet  alive,  but  the  richest  blood  of  our 
neighbours  and  friends,  children,  husbands  and  fathers,  has  been  spilt 
is  the  g^Bsral  cause  of  their  eouatry,  and  we  have  suffend  every 
laager  this  side  death.  We  supplied  the  continental  ansy  with 
BMoy  Taluabie  efioers  and  sddisft,  and  left  cuiaelfee  wnah  and  wth 
guarded  against  the  attach  cf  the  Samges,  and  otheiu  of  a  more 
swage  nature.  Our  housee  are  desolate  many  asothers  childteiS 
widowi  and  orphans  multiplied— our  habltatioM  destroyed,  ani 
atieny  families  reduced  to  beggary,  which  exhibits  a  scene  most  piti- 
ful  and  deserving  of  mercy-  If  the  greatest  miiiforlunes  can  demand 
pity  and  mercy,  we  greatly  deserve  them.  That  the  country  twenty- 
six  miles  in  breadth,  tlie  length  aforesaid,  when  compared  with  the 
extended  territory  of  the  State  of  Pcnnf?ylvania,  is  triOinfr  indeed. 
That  the  present  populatioa  is  of  far  more  consequence  to  this  State 
than  it  could  have  been  in  an  uncultivated  state.  We  are  yet  mmU 
tied  to  another  trial  for  cur  particular  possessions,  according  to  thn 
■hrth  article  of  the  GonMeratfon,  but  ndnced  in  every  respect,  we 
tM  unaMe  to  mabMahi  a  trial  agahiat  an  opuleat  State.  We  them< 
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ilfit  present  a  request,  which  the  laws  of  justice  and  policy  saggeetf 
and  which  the  dictates  uf  humanity  demand. 

**That  your  Ilouours  of  your  abundant  goodness  and  clemency, 
would  he  pleased  to  grant  and  confirm  to  your  Memorialists,  and 
those  whom  they  represent,  the  inconsiderable  part  of  the  claim  con- 
tested, extended  as  above,  to  be  appurled  |^beld  ?]  as  they  were  be- 
§ote  the  decision.  Thus  will  you  increase  the  inhabitanta  of  tbift 
lloarishing  Stale,  will  add  to  its  waalth  and  atrength,  will  give  joy  to 
IIm  widow  and  fatheriow.  Sure  tbeaa  muft  be  irrefiatibla  jaotivaa 
to  a  juaC»  ganenMia  and  mercilul  AMembly.  Our  ooly  naooroo  is  ia 
ymt  deeiakm  ^— If  that  ia  iiofa?orabIe,  we  are  radnced'to  despermtkn; 
tmablo  to  porehaie  the  aoil,  wo  niiiat  leave  oor  oultimtioiia  and  pos* 
aeasions,  and  be  thrown  into  the  wide  world,  our  chUdron  crying  for 
bread,  which  we  shall  be  unable  to  give  them. 

**  It  is  impossible  that  the  marrnanimity  of  a  powerful  and  opi;lent 
State  will  ever  condescend  to  distress  an  innocent  and  brave  people, 
that  have  unsuccessfully  struggled  against  the  ills  of  fortune.  We  care 
not  under  what  State  we  livoi  if  we  can  be  protected  and  happy* 
We  will  serve  yoQ^we  will  proiDote  your  intereata^wiU  6fj^  yoor 
battka ;  bat  in  mercy,  goodness*  wiadom»  jiiatioe»  and  every  gnat 
•ad  ganarooa  priiieiple»  do  leave  ««  our  poaaewiioQa»  the  dearaat 
pledge  of  our  bfotbera,  cbUdreDt  and  fatberit  which  tbeir  haiida  have 
cnltaviated»  and  their  blood,  spilt  in  the  cauae  of  their  country,  baa 
enriohad* 

"We  further  pray,  that  a  general  act  of  oblivion  and  indemnity 
may  be  passed,  and  that  Courts  of  Judicature  be  established  accord- 
ing to  the  usa^s  and  customs  of  this  State ;  that  we  be,  not  only  a 
happy  but  a  well  oro^anized  and  regulated  people,  and  that  al!  judi- 
cial proceedmgs  of  the  prerogative  courts,  and  the  cominon  law 
courts,  held  by,  and  under  the  aathority  of  the  State  of  ConaaeliciiW 
be  ratified  and  foUy  confirmed. 

And  tbey,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  faray* 

^  Pkam^^  JaiCy  IBtk.  VIW 

Ohaervation  wUI  be  attracted,  in  the  outeet,  by  the  full  and  aocif 
rate  knowledge  of  the  Connecticut  title  exhibited,  dates  as  of  King 

Charles  the  Second's  Charter,  granted  "3d  April,  1662,"  being  so 
minutely  correct.  Moreover,  the  boundaries  set  forth  being  speciii- 
cally  accurate.  Whether  this  does  not  indicate  the  pen  of  a  la\^*yer# 
wfaoie  mind  was  imbned  with  the  recent  examination  of  tlie  whole 
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snbject,  or  whether  it  reads  like  the  setting  forth  of  an  unletteredf 
though  stronf^-minded  farmer,  the  reader  will  deterniine. 

Furthermore,  the  petition  says  :  Thus  have  we  stated  the  grounds 
on /which  our  title  wu  established^  which  though  detennioed  to  be 
grounded^  etc.  AMoredly  the  wUtlers  would  not,  could  not,  delibe* 
miely  aod  andrntandingly  deetare,  that  the  decision  of  jurisdictMNi 
proDouDced  their  title  groanded"  ^If  we  have  Gommitted 
ftults*  we  pray  for  mercy  and  forgiTenem.**  Was  thb  the  ttyle  and 
tone  proper  for  the  brave  and  tnflering  Wyoming  settlers  to  assumeb 
who  had  defended  the  country  through  a  seven  years  war,  or  that  of 
conscious  criminals  ? 

Again  :  "  If  the  greatest  misfortunes  can  demand  pity  and  mercy » 
we  greatly  deserve  them." 

Speaking  of  a  trial,  as  provided  under  the  ninth  article  of  Confede- 
ration, they  are  made  to  say,  *'  Reduced  in  every  respect,  we  are 
■nable  to  maintain  a  trial  against  an  opulent  State."  ''Onronly 
mource  is  yonr  decision ;  if  that  is  wifavorable  we  are  reduced  to 
desperatioin.  Unable  to  purchase  the  soil,  toe  muH  learn  tmr  /msss* 
JMMM  and  be  thrown  into  the  wide  world,  our  children  crying  for 
Weed.**  And  again :  They  pray  for  an  act  **  of  oUivion  and  indem* 
Bity,^  as  if  they  had  been  robbers,  instead  of  being  upright,  hardy 
settlers,  on  property  they  honestly  believed  to  be  their  own.  Cer- 
tainly if  an  understanding  existed  between  the  Agents  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  Connecticut,  that,  not  only  jurisdiction  should  be  given  up, 
but  the  Wyoming  people  abandoned  to  the  mercy  of  the  landholders; 
a  course  of  proceeding  could  not  have  been  adopted,  and  especially 
a  petition  framed  to  be  signed  by  the  settlers,  more  completely  cal* 
culated  to  effisct  the  dishonorable  sacrifice.  Bearing  in  mind,  that  in 
every  other  controversy,  in  this  and  in  every  other  8tate,  where 
lands  were  settled  under  claims  from  different  States,  the  actual  set- 
tlers were  quieted  in  their  possessions,  it  would  seem  that  this  ben»» 
▼dent  principle,  if  not  measure  of  justice,  should  have  been  unhesi- 
tatingly exteiided  to  the  Wyoming  people. 

A  paper,  before  adverted  to,  bearing  on  this  point,  is  too  import- 
ant not  to  be  noticed  in  this  connexion:  namely,  the  I-.etter  of  the 
Court,  nt  Trenton,  to  the  President  and  Executive  Council  of  Penn- 
sylvania. It  will  doubtless  be  regarded  as  extraordinary,  that,  for 
twelve  years,  this  paper  remained  in  the  Secretary's  Office,  unno- 
ticed and  unknown  beyond  its  walls.  How  much  weight  it  was 
imagnMd  the  settlers  would  have  derived  from  the  letlsr,  ts  attested 
by  the  aerupukNis  care  with  which  its  eonteats  wers  eooesaled»  In 
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1795,  thirteen  years  afterwards,  in  the  trial  of  Vanhorne  vs.  Dor» 
ranee,  it  was  discovered  and  made  public 

•*  Taerton,  Slst  Dec-  1782. 

"  Sir — ^We  take  the  liberty  to  address  your  Excellency,  as  private 
eitisenSf  lately  honored  with  a  commission  to  hear  and  determine  the 
controversy  between  the  States  of  Pennsylvania  and  CoonecticaCt 
relative  to  a  dispute  of  territory.  In  the  course  of  executing  this 
commission,  we  have  Ibund  that  many  persons  are,  or  lately  have 
been,  settled  on  the  land  in  question.  Their  individiial  claims  could 
in  no  instance  come  before  us,  not  being  in  the  line  of  our  appoint* 
ment.  We  beg  leave  to  declare  to  your  Excellency,  that  we  think 
the  situation  of  these  people  well  deserves  the  notice  of  government. 
The  dispute  has  long  subsisted.  It  may  have  produced  heats  and 
animosities  among  those  living  in  or  near  the  country  in  contest,  and 
some  imprudencies  may  take  place,  and  draw  after  them  the  most 
unfavorable  consequences.  With  all  deference  therefore,  we  would 
suggest  to  your  Excellency  and  Council,  whether  it  would  not  be 
best  to  adopt  some  reasonable  measures  to  prevent  any,  the  least  dm- 
order  or  misunderstanding  among  them,  and  to  continue  things  n 
the  present  peaceable  posture,  until  proper  steps  can  be  taken  to 
decide  the  controversy  respecting  the  private  right  of  soil,  in  the 
mode  prescribed  by  the  Confederation.  We  doubt  not  an  early 
proclamation  from  the  Executive  of  Pennsylvania,  would  have  all 
necessary  good  effect;  and  we  feel  ourselves  happy  in  the  fullest 
confidence  that  every  in(  ans  \vill  be  adopted,  or  acquiesed  in  by  the 
State,  to  render  tiie  seliiement  of  this  dispute  complete  and  satisfiiC' 
tory,  as  far  as  may  be,  to  all  concerned. 
"  We  have  the  honour  to  be  with  great  respect, 

'*  Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  humble  servants, 

Wm.  Wmppu^ 
WuLcoin  AmouH 
W.  C.  BousRUif 

His  Excellency  David  Bbsablt, 

President  DicKiifsoN.**  Cnus  Gntmir. 

The  explielt  declaration  that    thtir  Individual  eldmt  could  is  no 

instance  come  before  us,  not  being  in  the  line  of  our  appointment"^ 

The  suggestion  that  the  settlers  be  permitted  to  remain  in  undis- 
turbed possession,  "until  proper  steps  can  he  taken  to  decide  the 
oontroversy  respecting  the  private  right  of  soil,  in  the  mode  pre- 
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scribed  by  the  confederalion,"  evinces  a  lively  sense  of  jasticc  and 
humaoity,  and  shows  that  the  court,  who,  in  the  investigation,  must 
have  as  thoroughly  understood  the  parties*  claims  to  the  soil,  an  that 
of  the  States  to  jurisdictioa,  did  not  doiilH  the  pr^rleot  right  of  the 
lettiers  at  least  to  a  trial. 

Acting  on  the  petition  of  the  settler8»  the  Assembly  declared  tbaf 
the  persons  now  settled  at  Wyoining»  yielding  obedience  to  the 
kws,  m  uodDubtedly  entitled,  in  coawKm  with  other  eitiient  of 
this  8tate»  to  protectiooi  and  the  benefits  of  civil  govenuneot 

«« Therefore  Resolved,  That  commissioners  be  appointed  to  mate 
full  inqairies  into  the  cases  respectively,  and  report  to  the  Hoase. 

**  That  in  order  to  make  the  inquiry  effectual,  the  committee  have 
authority  to  send  for  persons,  papers  and  recorcls. 

"That  they  be  instructed  to  confer  with  all  or  any  of  the  claim- 
ants under  Pennsylvania,  of  any  land  now  in  the  possession  of,  or 
claimed  uader  the  State  of  Connecticut,  by  persons  now  being  actual 
settlers,  as  well  as  with  the  said  settlers,  or  any  of  them,  and  to  en* 
deavour  as  much  as  possible,  by  reasonable  and  friendly  eompromisei 
between  the  parties  claiming;  and  where  this  cannot  be  done,  to 
consider  of  and  report  such  plans  of  accommodation  as  may  be  most 
Advisable  Ibr  accomplishing  an  equitable  and  final  adjustment  of  all 
difficulties, 

**  That  as  soon  as  may  be,  after  the  commissioners  shall  report, 
an  act  be  passed  providing  fully  for  the  cases  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  said  eountry;  more  especially  for  the  extending  to  them  of  the 
advantages  of  civil  government,  for  authorizing  and  directing  the 
choice  of  Justices  of  the  Peace  ;  for  appointing  places  for  holding 
their  annual  elections;  lorgivin<;  time  for  entering  their  slaves,  if 
•ay,  according  to  the  spirit  of  the  act  for  the  gradual  abolition  of 
slavery ;  fi>r  consigning  to  oblivion  all  tumults  and  breaches  of  the 
peace,  by  whatsoever  name  they  may  be  called,  which  have  arisen 
out  of  the  controversy  between  the  colony,  or  State  of  Connecticut, 
and  the  said  settlers  on  the  one  part,  and  the  Province  or  State  of 
Ptonsylvania,  and  the  inhabitants  thereof,  or  any  of  them,  on  the 
other  part ;  and  lor  sodi  other  purposes  as  circumstances  shall  ap 
pear  to  require. 

**  That  an  act  be  immediately  passed  for  stayini?  proceedings  at 
law,  during  said  inquiry,  against  the  settlers,  for  lii^pos^^ef^sinrj  theni 
by  writ  of  ejectment  or  othervvi«?o,  until  this  House  shall  decide  upon 
the  report,  so  to  be  made  by  the  said  commissioners. 

And  as  the  guard  of  continental  troops  which  has  been  stationnl 
H  yffmm^  it  nboftt  19  bs  withdrw^il  is  aaoessary  fiv  the  jpM* 
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tootkM  of  the  itid  wttlemMit  agaiast  tiM  wvages,  to  replaee  IIm 

guard  immediately  with  the  two  companies  of  Rangers  commanded 
by  Captains  Robinson  and  Shrawder.'* 

In  accordance  with  these  resolves,  an  act  was  furthw  uh  passed  to 
stay  the  prosecution  of  suits  against  the  settlers;  and  on  tlic  of 
February,  commissioners  were  apjiointed,  consisting  of  Joseph  Maot- 
gomery,  William  Mootgomery,  and  Moses  M*Cleaii. 

NotwithBtanding  the  recall  of  the  coatiiiental  guard,  and  the 
doubtful  measure  of  sendiog  Bobinsoo  and  Bhrawder'a  companies  to 
Wilkesbarre,  the  proceedings  were  received  at  Wyoming  by  maiij 
with  no  little  satisftotion;  by  the  sanguine  with  joy;  by  a  few  with 
misgivings  and  distrust:  for  the  two  military  companies,  as  the  war 
with  Great  Britain  was  regarded  at  an  end,  and  the  danger  of  Indian 
incursions  uo  longer  existed,  awakened  the  jealousy  of  the  more  sa- 
gacious old  men,  who  remembered  the  invasion  of  Plunkt  t,  and  who 
saw,  or  thougiiL  they  saw,  in  this  array,  not  protectors,  but  afjcjiCs 
of  a  hostile  interest  experie  nce  had  shown  them  they  had  great  rea- 
son to  dread.  But  the  highly  respectable  names  of  the  Montgomer]f'a 
were  pledges  of  honour  and  fairness,  that  on  the  whole  nspiced 
confidence,  and  hope  of  an  honorable  adjustment. 

Prompt  to  obey  orders,  Robinson  and  Shrewder,  with  their  re- 
spective companies,  marched  immediately  to  Wyoroingi  and  took 
possession  of  the  fort,  which  they  named  Fort  Dickinson,"  in  bononr 
of  the  President  of  the  Supreme  Encntive  Council. 

On  the  15th  of  April,  the  commisioners  arrived  at  Wilkesbarre, 
where  they  were  met,  and  welcotnud  by  a  committee  of  the  settlers. 
It  was  a  moment  of  intense,  of  painful  anxiety.  Negotiations  were 
immediately  opened  by  a  letter  from  the  committee.  It  is  defamed 
proper  to  publish  the  whole  correspondence,  as  necessary  to  a  perioct 
understanding  of  the  matter,  and  more  especially  as  it  was  the  pre- 
hide  to  re-opening  the  civil,  or  **  Pennymite  and  Yankee  war,"  wbicfa 
the  revolutionary  conflict  had  suspended. 

**  To  the  commissioners  appointed  by  the  Honorable  Legislature 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  to  inquire  into  the  circiun- 
stances  of  the  Wyoming  inhabitants  of  said  State* 

*«  Gentlemen, — ^We  are  happy  to  find  that  the  Legislative  body  of 
the  State,  have  condescended  to  treat  our  late  })etiHon  lying  before 
them,  with  that  coolness  and  candour,  as  to  appoint  commi«!5!on(  i  s  to 
come  and  make  full  in(iini }  into  our  cases,  and  make  report  to  the 
House.  And  as  we  shall  think  it  our  duty,  straitly,  strictly  and 
trulyt  to  adheie  to  our  petition,  and  ahali  think  omelm  happj  la 
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ghe  wwry  tnie  ialbniiftlioii  to  mf  iwiiurief  that  rfwU  be  thovghc 
Meessary  farther  to  be  iBMie  reepeeting  o«r  tetttaneote,  ele» 

A|Mril  18lh»  John  Jenkins, 

Nathan  Denison, 
The  lioo.  Commissioners.     OuAmAn  Goke, 

Letter  from  the  Feua^^lvama  CuouuLssioaers  to  the  CummiUee  of 
SelUers : — 

"  GaHTLXMBif, — As  i$,  u  our  duty,  so  we  will  with  pleasure  pay 
atteBtkm  to  every  piece  of  neceftary  iiilbnmitioD  with  reepeet  to  yoor 

aettlenients  at  this  place. 

Although  it  caiuiut  be  sup[)Osed  tliat  rennsylvania  willf  nor  can 
she  consistent  with  her  conslUution  by  any  ex-post  Jaclo  law,  deprive 
her  citizens  of  any  part  of  their  property  legally  obtained  ;  yet,  will- 
ing to  (io  every  thing  in  her  power  to  promote  the  peace  and  happi- 
neae  of  her  citizens,  wishes  to  be  iDformed  fully  of  yoor  casot  that  if 
your  peaceable  demeanour  and  ready  sobmission  to  Governmeiit 
render  yoo  the  proper  objects  of  clemency  and  generosity,  she  may 
be  prepared  to  extend  it  to  you. 

Therefore  we  wish  yon  to  conmranicate  to  us  as  speedily  as  pos* 
rible^  the  names  and  numbers  of  those  who  first  settled  at  Wyoming, 
-who  are  now  alive,  and  by  whom  those  that  are  dead  are  repre- 
sented. 

The  names  and  number  of  those  now  actual  settlers  here,  the 
quaiuity  of  bnd  they  respectively  occupy,  and  time  they  last  came 
and  settled  at  this  place. 

Signed  in  behalf  oi  the  Commissioners, 
By  your  humble  serrant, 

JosBpB  MofimomnT,  Chairman.** 

JoHR  JmnoH s, 
Natbak  Dbniscii, 

Obadiau  GoBOy 
SAMOVb  SiUnUttll, 

Wyoming,  April  19th,  1783. 

The  distinct  deolaration,  **  h  umnal  he  wufpo^d  that  Pminsyl- 
vamia  wilh  nor  eon  the  eonmiMt  wUh  her  eonttUmiion,  by  any  eay 

post  facto  law,  deprive  her  citizens  of  any  portion  of  their  properly 
legally  obtained,  etc.,^  was  perfectly  comprehenried.  Expulsion,  the 
entire  abandoomeat  of  their  possessions  was  understood  as  prelimi* 
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«iryt  aud  indifpeaiiUe  to  maf  a^iaatmenu  The  ooM  mean  «C 
Jeokiiu  itt  reply,  aa  well  aa  io  a  aubaequent  1eUer»  will  not  fiul  ta 

arrest  attention. 

Reply  to  the  Commissioners,  from  the  Committee  of  Settlers 
"  Ge!vti,emen, — It  is  with  pleasure  wc  observe  in  yours  of  the  19th. 
your  readiness  to  attend  to  every  piece  of  necessary  inforniaiion  we 
shall  be  able  to  gLVt  io  respect  to  oar  settlement  in  this  place.  How 
far  the  State  can  or  will»  by  ▼irtoe  of  any  ex-post  facto  law,  wider- 
take  to  deprive  any  of  the  citiaeas  of  this  State  of  any  pait  of 
their  property  legally  obtained  by  any  of  the  claimanta  under  their 
different  claims,  we  shall  not  undertake  to  say  or  determine,  aa  we 
suppose,  that  io  general,  Common  law  is  to  determine  io  such  cases. 
Yet  we  are  happy  to  bear  that  this  State  is  willing  to  do  every 
thing  in  their  power  to  promote  lUe  j^eace  and  iiappinesia  of  iiei 
citizens. 

•*  We  take  notice  that  if  our  peaceable  demeanor  and  ready  sub- 
mission to  Government,  render  us  proper  objects  (A  clemency  and 
generosity,  we  may  probably  expect  to  be  made  the  happy  partakers 
of  such  generous  gratuities,  as  they  in  their  abundant  goodneas  shall 
be  pleased  to  bestow;  whilst  our  necessitous  circumstances  obUfe 
ua  to  wait  the  happy  period,  and  if  received  will  no  doubt  deserve 
our  sincere  and  hearty  thanks.  Aa  to  our  peaceable  demeanor,  aad 
ready  submission  to  Government,  our  petition  now  before  the  Honor- 
able the  Legislature  of  this  State,  suggests  to  them,  that  we  are 
under  their  jurisdiction  and  protection,  from  which  we  have  no 
dispusiliufi  to  recede.  However,  would  request  to  have  a  tender  re- 
gard paid  to  the  new  and  extraordinary  circumstances  in  which  we 
stand  with  regard  to  law  matters.  We  have  made  continuance  of 
our  actions  commenced,  with  a  view  to  have  them  taken  up  under  the 
Jurisdiction  of  Pennsylvania,  agreeable  to  our  aforesaid  petition,  and 
have  neglected  to  pay  any  attention  to  the  appointment  of  represent 
tatives  or  government  officers,  under  the  Connecticut  jurisdiction, 
which  liicts  evidence  our  intentions  better  than  pfoleetatiooa. 

With  regard  to  the  next  requisition,  the  calamities  of-  war  have 
ao  put  it  out  of  our  power  to  give  you  that  concise  account  we  could 
wish  at  present,  aa  moat  of  our  papers  and  records  were  thereby  de- 
stroyed. But  the  Susquehanna  purchase  was  made  in  the  year  1734. 
at  ihe  treaty  at  Albany,  as  set  forth  in  their  petition,  by  upwards  ol 
fourteen  hundred  adventurers,  who  were  joint  tenants  in  common, 
one  with  another ;  and  in  1756,  aaid  proprietors  proocnded  io  locate 
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and  survey  the  Susquehanna  river,  taking  the  latitude,  etc.    That  in 
the  year  17^»  one  hundred  and  nineteen  of  the  aforesaid  proprietors 
were  here  to  possess  themselves  of  the  said  lands  in  behalf  of  thein- 
eehnet  and  fellows,  of  which  oumber  John  Jenkins,  William  Buck,  etc* 
•le  oontaiiied  in  a  list  herewith  exhibited*  marked  No.  1.  In  Octo- 
ber, 1708,  we  were  dispoeseesed  by  the  savages  with  the  loss  of  many 
lives,  and  miich  property.  In  the  banning  of  the  year  1709,  we 
again  resumed  our  poesessions  and  improvements,  which  we  had 
made  before  with  great  labour  and  expense,  with  the  number  of  about 
four  hundred,  being  partly  of  the  aforesaid  one  liundred  and  nine- 
teen, or  their  repn  sentatives,  whose  names,  acc<>rciii)g  to  our  best  re- 
collection, are  herewiih  annexed,  and  marked  Na  2.    A  line  being  in 
the  meantime  settled  with  the  natives,  we  proceeded  to  lay  out  our 
lands  agreeable  to  our  former  surveys,  into  a  large  number  of  towns, 
up  and  down  the  river  Susquehanaa,  nearly  across  the  whole  lati- 
tnde  of  forty-two,  of  five  miles  square,  and  proceeded  to  part  them 
oat  to  the  inhabitants,  according  to  the  number  of  inhabitants  each 
town  or  district  was  to  contain  $  In  lots  of  between  three  and  four 
hundred  acres  to  a  man,  since  which,  said  lands  have  been  divided 
and  subdivided,  according  to  the  agreement  of  the  settlers  of  each 
town  or  district,  a  particular  detail  of  which  we  are  not  able  to  giv  e, 
without  having  recourse  to  our  records  and  papurs,  which  vvc  iiie  al 
present  deprived  of,  and  from  that  until  the  year  177G,  our  numbers 
were  increasing,  at  wliich  time  we  were  required  by  the  State  to 
number  the  inhabitants  of  this  place,  which,  accordmg  to  our  best 
recollection,  alnounted  to  upwards  of  six  thousand  souls,  so  that  at 
the  time  Independence  was  declared,  we  had  got  to  be  very  numerous, 
and  were  still  increasing  until  the  fatal  third  day  of  July,  1778,  when 
great  numbers  of  our  friends  and  most  valuable  inhabitants  were 
alain  by  the  savages  and  those  of  a  more  savage  nature,  and  their 
whole  country  laid  waste,  our  houses  and  buildings  consumed  by 
fire,  our  household  goods  and  large  stock  of  cattle,  horses,  sheep  and 
hoca,  with  our  farming  and  other  utensils,  destroyed  and  carried  off 
by  the  enemy,  and  we  in  a  most  savage  and  inhuman  manner  drove 
out  into  the  country,  in  a  state  of  desperation  and  distress.    A  smne 
which  must  astonish  all  human  nature  to  describe,  and  we  are  not 
able  to  paint  it.    Our  old  men,  women,  widows  and  children, 
were  dispersed  into  all  parts  of  the  country,  destitute  of  bread, 
clothing,  or  any  thing  to  subsist  on.  But  a  large  number  of  the  yet 
remaining  and  living  inhabitants  being  fired  with  a  fervent  seal  for 
the  cause  of  their  country,  were  detemined,  instead  of  throwing  them- 
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selves  on  (he  clemency  of  their  friends  and  felJow-citizetw  the 
world,  to  surmount  all  danger,  collucted  themselves  tos^lher,  and  on 
er  about  the  fotirib  day  of  August  then  next,  resolved  with  the 
anistanoe  aS  tbe  company  of  brave  coBtiooiiCftl  troops  railed  bere« 
and  tlieo  commanded  by  Captain  Simoii  Spaklingf  came  into  thit 
phtoe,  retook  the  couotryt  drove  off  thaMvagaa^  tagaioMlooM  tnfla^ 
part  of  oar  eflecta  and  the  possesioD  of  nor  landsi  hmtg  mi  all  i 
lince  which  we  hate^  by  many  ban!  ami  haaardom  ■kiiwiiihfii  aft* 
landed  with  the  lom  of  many  lim^  and  a  oontidemUe  of  tbeelbeta 
acquired  by  our  industry,  held  the  same  to  this  time,  which  kaa 
aftbrded  great  comfort  to  the  vvidaw  and  latherless  children^  the  des- 
titute and  i>.iked.  not  only  to  ll>ose  at  present  Muprovinii  here,  hui 
by  the  people  who  improve  here  paying  rent  for  the  lands  that  be- 
long to  tlie  widow  and  fatherless,  that  arc  dktperscd  into  the  wide 
world,  th^y  are  greatly  relieved  ami  comforted.  The  most,  or  ail  of 
this  has  been  done  at  onr  ffipense  and  eharge,  and  been  a  safegmml 
to  the  frontiert  of  oar  good  neighbmiri  and  frlendsi  with  wlmm  wa 
wieh  to  live  in  peace* 

April  20, 1788L  BIgned  m  behalf  of  the  Commrttee, 

John  Jknkins,  Chairman. 

JosBFH  MoMTOOMSRY/  Chairman. 

N.  B.  We  herewith  traomit  a  lieC  ef  the  oamee  of  part  of  the 
first  settlers  in  170S  and  08,  as  fiu*  ae  we  can  at  preaeat  r^eoUecii 

Also  a  list  of  the  widows  and  Qrpbaos/' 

Letter  from  the  State  Commissioners  to  the  Committee  of  Settlers. 

**  GmrrLBMBN, — ^We  herewith  transmit  you  a  copy  of  an  address  of 
the  committee  representing  the  landhoMers  under  this  State,  banded 
to  tiB  this  morniogt  containing  terms  on  whioh  they  dedaia  them* 
selves  willing  to  compromise  the  dispute  sow  imfaappily  satwistim 
between  you  and  thm,  and  which  it  n  oar  duty  to  onieaTOar  ^ 
have  adjusted,  and  settled  in  an  amieahle  asamier. 

Thensfore,  we  wish  yon,  with  all  calmness  and  despatch,  to  cea- 
aider  oC  and  duly  weigh  the  said  proposals,  and  to  furnish  us  with  a 
clear  and  explicit  answer  to  the  same,  which  will  enable  us  W 
tran!?art  the  business  coniiiiittcd  to  ns  liy  the  General  Asseinhlyt 
witli  more  precision,  and  to  take  such  measures  ns  may  effectually 
answer  the  ends  of  our  mission.  We  have  only  further  to  add,  that 
should  we  be  so  happy  as  to  find  that  these  terms  are  agreed  to^  mi 
ratifted  by  the  eontcnding  parties,  we  shall  thmk  it  omr  dalj  la 
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recommend  your  liiftrewd  ikitfUioQ  to  the  ii!Oiicie  of  Uw)  Legjslalure 

We  hftve  IIm  honour  to  be,  GeotleiQeD, 

YoBTMsijobe^ieiM  and  humble  aervant^ 

JoiarH  MnwummiYi  CMiwm^ 

Wy<Nak«,  Apnl  9iiMi  17aa*' 

TViere  would  eeem  to  be  no  question  but  the  Vartm  propofed  iDflt 

lUe  entire  approbation  of  the  Commissioners. 

**  Address  finom  the  Conmiittee  pf  PeBDsyltraeia  LandJbplderss  tp 
the  State  Commissioners  with  their  proposals  of  compromise. 

**  GKfTLKMEN, — Thc  commitlce  are  honored  with  your  answ  *  r  lo 
liuilr  address.  The  assurance  you  are  pleased  to  give  them  ol  aUen- 
ttoa  to  the  rights  of  the  oitiiens  of  this  State  calls  for  their  grateful 
acknowiedgments,  and  se  ^rfeetly  hamoMne  wkb  the  sentiments 
of  tJbe  committee,  that  we  an  instructed  to  commit  omelfree  wbollf 
to  your  direction  in  fiunre,  and  io  doing  this  m%  are  coafidcut  that 
pur  rigbia  ane  in  Hm  haads  of  HMse  vbo  viU  bave  a  watchful  eye 
•ver  theai* 

We  are  aorry  to  observe  ao  mnch  of  the  old  kaven  fomaining  in 
the  seotimeats  of  the  people  of  Coanei^cot,  and  eifwessed  in  their 

last  conferLiicc  before  your  honours.  Their  humanity  would,  it 
seem?,  permit  us  and  our  nssociatcs  lo  go  any  where  over  the  wide, 
world,  no  matter  where,  provided  they  may  enjoy  our  lands :  they 
cannot  conveniently  spare  us  one  foot  tor  the  support  of  our  families. 
We  think  this  an  ungrateful  return  to  the  good  people  of  the  State> 
and  far  short  of  the  expectations  of  the  Legislature,  whose  humanity 
Md  pity  aioaa  jwropoesd  to  c^^sign  to  oblivion  all  past  offences,  by  a 
law  for  that  porpose^  and  where  wisdom  pointed  out  the  only  way 
of  iotapatioii  to  the  Boose  of  Assembly,  of  the  real  disposition  of 
the  cientcadiwg  partieti 

**  We  beg  leave  only  to  suggest  to  your  honours  that  we  hftve  raa- 
aon  lo  think  the  obedience  to  laws  of  this  State  by  many  of  those 
people,  will  not  be  durable,  unless  such  pledges  are  taken  by  your 
honours,  as  cannot  admit  of  any  evasion  or  denial  hereafter.  If  that 
assurance  be  once  g^iven,  and  ihe  preteaded  claun.-^  under  Connecti- 
cut relinquished  in  writing,  publicly,  plainly,  and  unequivocally,  we 
wiib  afterwards  to  give  them  every  indulgsnoe  that  your  honours 
snay  judge  generous  in  us,  and  worthy  the  apptobatioaof  the  Aseam* 
My  of  toaiiylaaaili  /andaU  the  modid. 
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"We  propose  to  give  leases  whU  covenants  of  warranty  fur  hold- 
ing their  possessions  one  yenrtVom  the  first  day  of  April  ins!.:  at  the 
end  of  which  liiey  shall  deliver  up  full  possession  of  the  whole,  they 
shall  have  liberty  to  occupy  half  the  lands,  Sne^haif  the  meadows; 
dwdl  io  the  hons<^^  they  now  pOMei*^  and  cultiTate  their  present 
gardens,  and  if  they  have  any  opportonttlet  of  ditpomg  of  tkdr 
huUs,  bams,  or  other  buildingSy  they  tliall  have  IRierty  to  do  It,  aad 
to  remove  them  off  at  any  tine  betiMen  the  pmsiit  day  and  the 
first  day  of  April  next,  1784,  and  tbe  .other  moiely  or  half  of  the 
cleared  lands  and  meadows  to  be  possessed  by  us  and  ovr  aseoeiate^ 
and  no  impediment  to  have  in  our  way  to  enjoy  them.  The  Rer. 
Mr.  Johnson  to  have  the  full  use  of  all  the  grounds  he  formerly  held, 
for  two  years,  ending;  the  first  of  April,  1785.  The  widows  of  all 
those  whose  husbands  were  killed  by  the  savages,  to  have  a  furtlier 
indulgence  of  a  year  after  the  first  of  April,  1784,  for  halt'  their 
possessions,  and  a  square  in  the  town  to  be  set  apart  for  their  uaa^ 
to  which  they  may  remote  their  houses,  and  at  tko  end  of  tba  l8n% 
•ell  them  to  the  best  advantage  for  their  own  naa* 

We  think  a  refusal  of  these  terms  koMp  potMe;  Bat  if  Hvb- 
bornness  and  disaffection  to  the  laws  of  this  State,  are  yet  to  tarn- 
tinue,  we  trust  your  honours  will  be  convinced  that  on  our  parfa  we 
have  not  in  view  merely  oar  own  private  interests,  but  that  ear 
offers  will  appear  just  and  equitable  before  God  and  men. 
With  every  sentiment  of  respect. 

Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

AiifiXANDER  Fattbssosi,  ChawmoM- 

Wyoming,  April  22nd,  1768. 

Signed  in  behalf  of  the  Commitlaa. 
To  the  honourable  Joseph  Montgomery,  Chaiman  of  the  Boani  ef 
Commiisioners*" 

A  true  Copy.  Attested^Mons  McCLanr,  OML" 
The  conditions  of  compromise  then,  ofeed  the  Wyoming  peopls^ 
were  these 

1st.  Pledges  to  be  given,  such  as  could  not  adroit  of  denial  or 
evasion,  for  their  obedience. 

'2d.  A  disclaimer  in  writin<z,  pnbliciy,  plainly,  and  une<]ui vocally 
given,  of  all  claims  to  their  lands  held  under  title  from  Coonectiout. 
Then  follow  the  merciful  tcrm^. 

3d.  The  settler  to  take  a  lease  of  half  his  farm  for  about  eleven 
^fldonths,  giving  up  possession  at  onee  of  the  other  half  On  the  first 
of  April  following  to  abandon  daioH^  hone,  poowwioa,  to  hie  udver* 
:iary. 
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4th.  The  widows  of  those  who  had  fallen  by  tiie  Sava§e8t  to  be 
indulged  in  half  their  possessions  a  year  longer. 

And  5th.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Johnton  to  be  allowed  to  occapy  bis 
groundt  (under  disolaiumr  and  leaee*  of  course,)  for  two  yean> 

It  will  be  obvioas  to  every  feader  that  iosiead  of  beii^^  tenni  of 
eoaoiliation  and  eompioauM^  they  bear  the  imprev  of  an  imperiooi 
Master,  oooicioai  of  bis  power,  dictating  to  revolted  slaves,  broken, 
hated  and  despised.  That  the  Montgomerys  should  ever  have  lent 
their  respected  names  to  proposals,  so  fraught  with  injustice  and 
contumely,  ajjpcars  at  tliis  day  incredible.  Those  gentlemen  were 
superior  to  the  least  suspicion  of  coi  ruption  ;  but  their  minds  were 
probably  too  de<jply  imbued  with  pi  (  judice  against  the  Connecticut 
claim  and  claimants,  to  leave  room  for  tlie  exercise  of  their  natu- 
rally just  judgments,  and  more  generous  and  elevated  sentiments. 

If  the  terms  should  be  agreed  to  and  satisfied,"  say  the  Comoiis- 
aiooeri  aMst  graciously,  we  shall  think  it  our  duty  to  recommend 
jtm  distressed  sitaation  to  the  notice  of  the  Legislature  T' 

The  address  firom  the  Committee  of  Landholders  brought  a  new 
personage  into  the  discossidn,  but  an  old  aoquaintanoe  of  the  set- 
tlers, AuKuanamm  Pattmsoii,  Bmi*  As  this  gentleman  acted  a  very 
prominent  part  in  the  events  which  ensoedt  it  seems  fitting  that  he 
siiouid  be  more  particularly  introduced  to  the  reader.  In  a  petition 
presented  by  him  to  the  Legislature,  in  asking  remuneration 

for  his  faithful  services  he  Bet  forth, 

**  In  t!ie  year  1709,  he  was  solicited  by  the  late  proprietary,  John 
Penn  and  Chief  Justice  Allen,  to  take  an  active  part  against  the 
Connecticut  intruders,  who  were  pursuing  an  unbounded  claim,"  etc 
**  In  the  month  of  February,  same  year,  he  proceeded  with  John 
Jfeonings,  Sheriff  of  Northampton,  and  others,  and  brought  to  Easton 
gpyol,  the  first  fiurty  of  the  intruders,  who  had  attempted  to  seat  themi> 
sdves  at  Wyoming."  The  ensuing  Fall,  there  came  upwards  of 
two  hundred  introders ;  they  attempted  to  dispossess  the  BmnsyU 
irania  settlers  with  axes,  scythes  and  clubs.  Your  Petitioner  was  in 
the  front  of  the  opposition,  and  was  severely  wounded  hi  ilie  head 
with  an  axe.  Notwithstanding  the  loss  of  much  blood,  he  that 
evening  set  off  for  Fort  Ausrusta  (Sunbury,)  in  a  batteau,  and  brouirht 
up  a  cannon,"  etc.  The  next  year  liie  intruders  "drove  the  Penn- 
sylvania settlers  into  the  garrison,  wheroio  was  your  Petitioner,  with 
many  women  and  ohildren,  where  they  were  beseiged  nearly  seven 

•   Th»  tsidblt  tmr-ymuAm.* 
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weeks,  and  were  obliged  to  capitulate  through  famine,  to  Butler."  etc 
"The  September  following,  your  petitioner  was  amoDrr  the  most  ac- 
tive who  again  took  their  jrnrrison,  with  much  enterprise."  Prison- 
ers who  escaped,  "  with  others,  accompanied  those  bravos  to  Wyo 
roing,  where  by  palpable  perjury  they  intttntly  joined  their  associ- 
Ute  ruffians' —"  He  has  gone  with  his  aMoeiatea  dirottgh  the  inMeif  i 
nan  «f  night ;  taken  particular  captive  offenders ;  abated  the  aw 
raaders*  aettlement;  and  expelled  the  despicable  herd." 

If  inch  was  the  strain  in  which  Mr.  Fatterson  spoke  of  the  aeCtfertii 
a  qvarcer  of  a  centmy  after  the  oonffiel,  wdl  may  be  imagiaad  the 
spirit  of  hatred  and  revenge  that  rankled  in  his  breast  white  ikm 
events  were  recent.  Yet  this  gentleman  was  chosen  as  the  fitting 
dove  to  bear  the  olive  of  peace,  and  be  the  messensrer  of  conciliation. 

Sup}>orted  by  the  two  companies  of  Robinson  and  Shrawder's 
Rangers,  confident  of  hf"^  Rtren^^ih,  and  eTiiUii^ir  in  hi«?pox^'err  de- 
termined to  **  feed  fat  the  ancient  grudge  ho  bore  them,"  Patterson 
had  gathered  around  him  Capt.  Dick  and  a  number  of  his  fiMnner 
eonpanions  in  arms,  to  witness  his  triumph,  and  share  in  the  otter 
humiliation  of  his  Yankee  Ibes.  But  <nhere  is  a  Drrinity  that  sh^M 
our  ends,"  and  the  ooncMon  was  aft  so  near  as  anlMpaiad  Wa 
publish :— 6th.  Letter  fttm  the  Committee  of  Settlen^  in  v&fkf  U 
the  oAered  proposals  of  Compromise. 

"  OetiTtAMEif ,*^We  duly  received  yours  of  die  Mnd  instant,  en- 
closing  the  address,  and  proposals  of  the  landholders  of  this  State  by 
their  conunittt^e ;  and  Dithoiinh  we  must  confess  that  their  elegant 
manner  of  addrt  ss  is  far  beyond  us,  yet  we  liope  our  plain  country 
way  of  rnmiminicating  our  ideas  will  be  forgiven.  But  we  camiot 
help  taking  notice  that  in  their  address  they  complain  of  a  proposal 
that  was  made  by  us  before  your  honours,  being  very  ungraiteibl, 
which  to  the  best  of  our  remembrance  was  that  it  had  been  intimated 
by  some  that  it  was  probable  this  State  would  out  of  courtesy  bestow 
Booiatbing  in  the  land  way  on  the  settlers,  and  claimants  of  the  lands 
here  nnder  Connecticut;  they  were  only  asked,  that  if  that  was  grant* 
ed  out  of  courtesy,  whether  they  would  not  exchange  and  siiflhr  as 
to  enjoy  our  peaceable  possessions  here,  by  way  of  compromise? 
Their  answer  was,  that  they  were  as  able  to  apply  for  lands  as  we. 
We  are  extremely  sorry  to  entrrtnin  the  idea  that  in  a  c<>niproini-e, 
we,  or  they,  instead  ot  io<>king  at  tlip  dp<«f!tnrd.  find  <}r'<iref{  nhj*  <  t. 
be  forming  mountains  out  of  mole  hiUs.  We  do  not  think  the 
lawful  defence  of  what  we  esteem  to  be  our  own,  can  with  any  jus- 
tice be  termed  a  disaffection  to  Gofemment   We  would  add,  the 
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{wtitioii  we  laid  belbre  the  Legislative  body  of  this  State,  we  were- 
in  hopes  Nvould  be  consiLlcrcJ  ut  as  we  find  it  is,  and  if  that  is 
grauted,  or  my  other  suiialaciory  measures  can  be  come  into  by 
way  of  coni[)rofitii,o,  as  we  would  first  take  a!)  lenitive  measures, 
and  if  nothing  is  efrf3cted  by  this  method  of  treating,  we  must  have 
recourse  to  the  muth  article  of  Confederation,  as  that  is  the  only 
mode  pointed  out  for  tho  trial  of  these  lunds  claimed  under  graats 
of  differeat  States.  As  ^^  c  oonoeiva  that  the  proposakof  the  conv 
aiitlae>  ia  whidi.  tbey  oflfer  aa  a  eoiaproniiae»  will  not  tend  to  peac^ 
«a  thay  are  lo  far  fimm  what  we  deem  reaioiiablei  we  cannot  eom- 
ply  with  tiiea  without  doing  the  greatest  injustice  Co  ourselves  and 
our  asBpeiates,  to  widows,  and  fatherless  children.  And  although 
we  mean  to  pay  due  obedienee  to  the  oonstitutioaal  laws  of  Pena« 
sylvania,  we  do  not  mean  to  become  abject  slaves,  as  the  Commit* 
te«  oi  Landholders  suggest  in  their  address  to  your  honors. 

Signed  in  behalf  of  the  Committee  of  Settlers. 

John  Jbnkins,  Chairman. 

Wyonung,  April  22, 178a 

To  tim  bonorable  Joseph  Montgomery,  Chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Oommmrioanrfc 

Tiie  last  letter  was  an  address  from  the  State  Commissioners,  to 
the  Committee  of  i^ttlers. 

Gc!rrLBHnir, — We  are  now  possessed  of  your  answer  to  the  pro- 
posals of  the  Committee  of  Landholders  under  Pennsylvania. 

IVe  are  sorry  that  there  does  not  appear  any  pros[>ect  of  accom- 
modation between  you.  Therefore  we  must  be*?  the  favour  of  von, 
to  notify  your  |)Cople  to  meet  with  us  to-morrow  ni-  i  ninir  nt  8  o'clock, 
wht  n  we  shall  take  the  liberty  to  lay  the  wiioie  proceedings  before 
them,  and  take  our  leave  of  them,  and  yon. 

We  shall  be  glad  to  have  a  friendly  interview  with  you  this  after- 
noon at  4  o'clock,  and  that  you  will  bring  with  you  the  returns. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  and  humble  servants. 
Signed  in  behalf  of  the  Commissioners,  by 

JOSBTM  Mu.\TGOM£KY. 

Wyoming,  April  88, 1783. 

The  Committee  represeatiog  the  Settlers  bom  Coiinecticut." 
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-  And  here  tenniiiated  tbe  oonwpiMideiiee ;  but  not  the  actioo  of 
the  eonuniMionera.  Forthwith  they  divided  Wyonieg  into  llim 
tofwoahipB,  naming  the  two  new  ones  Stoke  and  Shawaaeee.  Joe* 
tioei  of  the  Peace  lor  the  ooanty  of  Northnaberiand  were  innedi* 
ately  eboaen  by  Mr.  Patterson,  and  hie  New  Jersey  and  NorthaaB^ 
ton  friends,  who  had  accompanied  him  to  Wyoming;  David  Mead, 
Robert  Martin,  John  Chatiiber';,  and  Aathan  Denison,  for  the  north- 
western district:  Alexrindi  i  Patterson,  John  Si:ely.  I^uke  Brodhrad, 
and  Henrv  ShrM-maker,  for  liie  souttieastern.  The  inhabitants  \>ero 
equally  unconscious  of  the  division  of  the  township?,  anci  of  tlic  elec- 
tion  of  Magistrates,  Col.  Deoiso&'s  name  being  used  without  bis 
knowledge.  None  of  the  others  were,  or  had  been  ibr  years,  inhabi- 
tants of  Westmoreland.  David  Mead,  formerly  an  a«^ive  Connecti- 
cut  partisan,  and  the  surveyor  of  Wiikesbarre  township^  had  rasided 
daring  the  war  at  Northumberland.  This  gentleman  u  again  os* 
pecially  noticed,  as  he  will  appear  a  conspicuous  actor  on  a  subae- 
queot  page.  No  proceeding  could  possibly  have  been  rooce  illegal, 
arbitrary,  and  unjust 

Having  been  nine  days  at  Wyoming,  the  commissioners  withdrew 
on  the  24th  of  April,  to  make  their  re|>ort  to  the  Assembly,  wliich 
was  to  convene  early  in  August.  Their  report  recommended  that 
a  reasonable  compensation  in  land  [in  the  western  part  of  the  State] 
should  be  made  to  the  families  of  those  who  had  fallen  in  anpft  ngninsl 
the  common  enemy,  and  to  such  other  settlers  as  had  a  proper  Con- 
necticut title,  and  **did  actually  reside  on  the  lands  at  the  time  of 
the  decree  at  Trenton,  provided  they  immediately  relinquish  aU 
claim  to  the  soil  where  they  now  inhabit,  and  enter  into  contracts  to 
deliver  op  full  and  quiet  possession  of  their  present  tenures,  to  the 
rightful  owners  under  Pennsylvania,  by  the  first  of  April  next.** 

Waiting  the  reception  of  (he  commissioners,  uncertain  whetb^ 
the  course  pursued  would  be  disallowed  or  confirmed,  Justice  Patter- 
son and  liis  troops,  although  mdulfring  in  every  species  of  petty  insult 
and  contumely,  seemingly  intended  to  drive  the  settlers  to  violations 
of  law  nnd  order,  yet  restrained  themselves  from  overt  acts  of  cruel- 
ty, and  flagrant  instances  of  oppression. 

Eventual  and  preliminary  articles  of  peaoe  having  been  signed 
with  nront  Britain  the  30th  of  the  preceding  November,  on  the 
11th  of  Afay^U  Wyoming,  echoing  with  shouts,  and  cipnigratuhtioiii» 
indulged  in  feasting  and  merry-making,  it  being  a  day  set  apart  Ibr 
rejoicings  at  that  happy  event.  Borrow  forgot  her  woes ;  care  as- 
sumed the  gay  laugh  of  mirth;  and  even  the  melancholy  mother. 
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beholding  in  her  blooming  boy,  growing  into  manhood,  a  freeman, 
whose  liberty  had  been  sealed  by  his  fatbor's  blood,  shook  off  the 
fnr  of  fond  remembrance,  and  smiled. 

Benjamin  Bidlnck  returned  from  the  amy  on  the  12th  of  June; 
eo  the  SSnd,  Lieut.  Roaewell  FranUuit  whoee  wile  was  lo  barbarous- 
ly botoiieml  by  the  Indiaiia  the  pracediog  niimiier,  wai  married 
to  Mra.  Lestefi  whose  husband  had  also  &llen  by  the  hands  of  the 
lavages  $  thos  assuaging  oMitual  nrrow  in  the  arms  of  mntaal,  and 
hoDOwaUe  endearmeot* 

•  With  prudent  forecast,  the  settlers,  aware  of  the  overwhelming 
power  of  the  State,  if  vigorously  put  forth,  and  sensible  of  the  spirit 
with  which,  under  Patterson's  vice-royalty  it  wouM  be  exercised, 
began  in  earnest  to  look  out  for  a  place  of  retreat.  An  associaiiori 
was  fo]  jned  to  establish  a  settlement  in  New  York,  north  of  the 
Pennsylvania  line.  Capt.  J.  Franklin,  sent  out  on  an  exploring  party, 
was  absent  from  the  15th  of  May  to  the  7th  of  June,  examining 
ebisAy,  the  country  near  Oquago  on  the  east  branch  of  the  Susque- 
hanna, and  thence  north  to  the  Butternuts.  Mr.  Jenkins  actually 
iMfnn  sunreymg  a  tract  in  the  Genesee  country,  but  several  Indi* 
nns  came  to  his  camp,  ostenBibly  to  beg  provisions,  promising  to 
fetnni  the  value  in  venison;  their  real  purpose  was  evinced  by  a 
visit  in  a  di^rent  character,  two  nights  afterwards.  While  the 
party  was  sleeping  in  perfect  unconsciousness  of  danger,  a  fire  was 
opened  into  his  cabin;  one  man  killed  outright,  and  three  wounded. 
Lieut.  Jenkins  sprang  to  his  feet,  seized  his  Jacob  stud,  struck  down 
an  Indian  upon  the  fire,  and  killed  him.  To  remain  would  have 
been  certain  death,  and  he  withdrew  with  his  wounded  men. 
Whether  the  attack  was  made  for  plunder,  or  what  is  more  prob* 
able,  revenge  still  boiling  in  the  savage  breast  against  Wyoming,  or 
•s  IS  not  unliheiy,  jealousy  of  the  whites  encroaching  on  their  hunt- 
ing grounds^  could  not  be  certainly  determined.* 

Capt.  Spalding  and  several  of  his  military  associates,  with  Oba^ 
diah  Gore,  Esq.,  and  lome  others,  immediately  withdrew  from  the 
Valley,  and  made  a  settlement  at  Shesbequin,  a  few  miles  below 
Tioga  point,  on  the  cast  side  of  the  Susquehanna,  and  by  the  river 
seventy  miles  above  Wyoming;  yet  in  the  old  town  of  West  more- 
land.  Two  or  three  Indian  families  remained  there,  demcanmg 
themselves  peaceably  for  awhile,  and  then  removed  to  the  west* 

*  The  data  of  this  traRMOtton  in  Col.  Jenkins'  journal  u  set  down  m  1T83.  Tb*  impni- 
dsMB,  Ml  l»  «j  fMbMn^  «r  ftotvihig  to  MHvj  <m  Um 
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In  May,  1783,  when  Ciipt.  Spalding  arrived  on  ihc  ground,  the  Indi* 
an  grass  on  the  Hats  was  so  tall  as  to  reach  to  a  man's  shoulders 
when  on  horseback.  To  this  his  people  set  fire:  the  iagui2[  (lanies 
ascending  to  the  heavens — sweeping — ^coursinir — whirling;  aloug  the 
plain  for  seycral  miles,  was  long  dwelt  on  by  the  inhabitanU  as  a 
scene,  exoMdii^  wmj  thing  they  hmd  em  witmmud,  oc  wm^^md 
of  sublUni^  ud  gntndsur. 

With  mom  than  ores  hitpcd  §sm  pcioni^itHdhi  oC  i^pvobetMi^ 
the  Assembly,  nl  their  Aqgiut  aession,  reoc^vad  the  repmt  ef  Ihn 
mmaummmnt  wad  confinned  all  thai  h«d  b«Mi  dou^  or  «aa  » 
cowmeiided* 

The  dWision  of  Wyomincr  into  three  towns  was  approved,  aad 

made  Icizal,  as  w:is  ihc  elcctiun  of  magistrates.  A  law  was  forth- 
with [Kissed  to  repeal  "  An  act  to  prevent  and  stay  suits  fium  being 
brought  afraififit  the  inhabitants  of  Wyoming,"  which  hrul  not  yet. 
been  six  rnuiiihs  on  the  statute  book.  T\w  terms  proposed  to  th© 
inhabitants  were  recognized  as  "  generous  oSius,''  and  the  commiB* 
sioMrs  were  complimented  by  a  flattering  eulogium&NT  the^'laudabW 
seal  and  mdostry"  displayed  hj  tham*  ia  the  axoomioft  of  thaic 
mistioa* 

After  the  ooachiffoo  of  peaea»  the  eompaiiy  of  Capt  Bohiawai  hmA 
haan  withdrawn  from  the  Yalleyt  Iwnmg  that  of  Capt  Shmwidor, 
lha  iatimata  friend  of  Aloiaader  Fattenoo,  In  afod  soeh  |iolectaoB 

aa  was  Intended  to  be  granted  to  the  inlmbitaats.  In  view  of  nlterior 

measures,  shadowed  forth  by  the  proceedings  of  Assembly,  a  resolu- 
tion was  adupLed,  September  22,  1783,  "  That  the  Supreme  Execu- 
tive Council  are  hereby  empowered,  and  recjuired  to  take  ifrto  the 
service  of  this  State,  one  major,  two  captains,  four  subalterns  of  the 
otficers  of  the  Pennsylvania  iine*  who  are  forthwith  to  be  instructed 
to  enlist  two  full  companies  of  the  soldiers  who  have  served  m 
the  Pennsylvania  line,  to  senre.snch  lia»  as  to  the  Saptama 
Executive  Conoeil»  or  the  suooeeduig  Assembly  ahail  seem  meet,  etc" 
This  resolntion  was  passed  with  olosed  doora»  in  seeiet  semionj  ami 
tacorded  on  the  sacrat  joamals  of  tha  House ;  and  waa  icgardad 
when  known,  as  a  direct  infraction  of  the  articles  of  eodhderatioo. 
Major  James  Moore  was  appointed  to  the  supreme  command.  Capt 
Shrawder  re-enlisted  his  company,  wliile  Capt.  Christie  enlisted  a 
cyuipaiiy  near  Philadelphia,  aad  repaired  immediately  to  Wyoming 

•^Itnngrezdto  ftMiltwliMi  fawm,  that  ihs  — mwittis  wlw  telMKl,«adlkaainb> 
mmrn  fmimi,  ooniii^«d  in  part  of  the  same  persona.  MflMi.  JsMph  HilllfBMWJ,  WHBhi 
MonlfooMiy,  ind  Mr.  Jd'CtoMi,  twim  leahm  of  hotk. 
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Capt.  Patterson  having  received  his  commission  as  magistrate,  re- 
tonnd  from  the  eidff  wfatre  be,  the  sole  nod  pntm  •fBoU  been 
to  superintend, to  adviie  and  diftct  all  thesi  nwven— ti,  preptralory 
to  the  deoinve  meaMM  to  mnnfeidf  contemplated.  Bravo  on* 
doabtedly  he  W9m,  fall  of  eiiierpnee»  omflewuig  with  m1»  he  took 
np  hk  ^Qarten  at  Wilhesbam,  near  the  htU  ebaaging  the  naM  of 
the  filaee  to  Londmiderryt  from  whioh»  in  hie  oonMHUBQatkmt  he 
dated.*  And  fully  armed  with  legal  and  illegal  power,JbvA«ith 
commenced  its  exercise. 

Col.  Zebulon  Butler,  (by  wlioni  Patterson  had  in  1770  been  starved 
out  and  made  a  prisoner,)  returnpd  from  thn  army  with  his  lady, 
(having  married  Miss  Phoebe  Haight  at  West  Point,  the  previous 
wintoTi)  arriving  at  Wilkesbarro  on  the  30th  of  August.  How  wel- 
come was  his  presence  to  friend  or  fte«  nmy  be  easily  imagined.  The 
itoenlknis  soldiery*  freed  from  the  reetraiats  of  divBiphne,  which  the 
preeeoca  of  an  enemy  tends  to  enforce,  and  eneooraged  by  the  tiwii 
antherity,  beoame  astremely  rude  and  oppremif  e.  They  took  wtth» 
ont  ieatOt  whatater  they  fhneied*  Several  penona  had  been  aimtod 
and  broQght  before  Captain  Shrewder.  CoL  Batler,  indignant  at  the 
treatment  the  tnhabitantt  eaflbred,  expremed  hii  opinioni  freely,  and 
for  himself,  said  he  was  going  to  camp,  was  still  a  continental  ofti- 
cer,  and  swore  his  soldier's  oath,  *' set  fire  to  etn,  '  they  siiali  not  stop 
me.  It  was  enoiio^h.  A  writ  ^va.s  issued,  and  Col.  Butler  ari  fi^h^ted 
on  the  24th  of  September,  it  was  said,  for  hir^h  tren«on.  Surround- 
ed by  a  guard  of  soldiers,  he  was  conveyed  to  the  fort,  and  treated 
with  great  indignity.  The  next  day  under  a  military  goard»  the 
gallant  veteran  was  sent  by  Esquire  Patterson  to  Sunbaryta  distance 
tif  sixty  miles.  When  delivered  at  the  jail,  lo  1  tber^  was  no  roittimaai 
and  Sheriff  Amis  said  he  eovid  not  leg^ly  datam  hioi.  Bot  that  day 
two  of  the  new  Wyoming  justices  liaving  taken  the  oath  of  offioa 
at  Northomberiand,  made  out  a  mittiroas»  directing  Sheriff  Antis  to 
bold  the  prieooer  in  custody,  until  more  aecnrate  documents  could 
be  procured  from  Justice  Pntterson.  Very  soon  after,  satisfactory 
bail  being  ofiered.  Shcnii  Antis  set  Col.  Bulier  at  liberty,  and  iic  re- 
turned to  his  family .f 

♦We  cannot  hdp  advertfnf  to  tb«  gallant  Ow!en,  Where  wa«  he?  What  waa  hi« 
h\v  1  Bin  name  doe*  not  appeiur  that  we  imn  \mm  alii  to  iMoriii  dtftog  ths  1W.  Pitolt 
alone  rouUI  linvo  HuWnrd  «o  nohli*  a  fpirit. 

t  Thue  tite  putriul  i>olUit  r,  who  hud  served  with  reputation  through  the  war,  bad  periled 
U*  lUe  again  and  again  for  Wyoming,  in  out  ihort  moMli  frtB  bit  avrival  al  km  huwa^  was 
mM,  an]  wilbont  law  cast  toto  prim  as  a  Man  t  IwKgBalioa  nmft  bava  baan  Ipat  to 


Digitized  by  Google 


HISTORY  -OF  WYOMING. 


On  the  1st  ot"  October,  Capt.  Franklin  was  arrested  on  a  charge 
of  trespass,  for  proceeding  to  farm  his  land,  and  brouglit  before 
Justice  Patterson.  Mr.  F.  plead  tiili,  and  desired  that  a  fair  trial 
by  court  and  jury  might  decide  tiie  tnatter.  Such  course  not  accord- 
ing with  hU  policy,  be  was  dismissed  by  the  justice.' 

Capt.  Christie  armed  with  his  company  on  the  S9th  of  OoikA>et, 
and  fortliwitb  tbe  two  eompBiiies  of  soidiers  were  quartered  apon  tke 
iDhabitants,  m  some  iBstanoes  where  epeekl  oppremon  wu  no- 
ditated»  eight  and  ten  were  pla«sed  with  one  fanily.  Cd.  Botler  was 
partioulariy  distlliguiibed  by  having  twenty  billeted  apon  hm,  the 
mere  dietressingly  unwelcoooe,  as  Mrs.  IButler  was  then  recently  oon* 
fined.  We  cannot  refrain  from  adding  that  the  daoghter  then  born, 
has  been  for  thirty  years,  and  is  now  moving  in  the  first  circles  of 
New  York,  respected  and  beloved,  the  lady  of  one  of  the  most  emi- 
nent legal  f^^entiemen  of  that  city,  (1845.)  The  house  being  small^ 
hastily  erected  after  the  conflagration  of  the  Savnj^rs,  tlic  people 
poor,  and  the  soldiers  insolent,  their  sufferings  were  exceedingly 
severOt  too  great  for  human  nature  patiently  to  endure.  But  seeing 
it  was  the  purpose  to  drive  them  to  some  act  of  desperation,  the  injury 
and  insults  were  borne  with  Ibrbearance  and  fortitude. 
'  His  strangth  being  now  equal  to  any  probable  emergency,  Jusfiee 
Fstterson  proceeded  to  adopt  measures  of  greater  energy.  Oetoiwr 
81,  the  settlement  of  Shawney  waa  invaded  by  tbe  military,  be^d* 
ed  by  the  Justice  in  person,  and  eleven  respectable  citttens  arrested, 
and  sent  under  guard  to  the  fort.  Among  the  prisoners  was'Majur 
prince  Alden,  sixty-five  years  old,  feeble  from  age,  and  sufferiag 
from  disease.  Compassion  yielded  noihlnnr  to  alleviate  his  sufferings: 
Capt.  James  Bidlack  was  also  arrested.  He  was  betw€^en  sixty  and 
seventy.  His  son  of  the  same  name  had  fallen,  as  previously  re* 
corded,  at  the  bead  of  bis  company  in  the  Indian  battle ;  another  aoB, 
Benjamin,  had  served  in  the  army  through  the  revolutionary  wan 
Mr.  R  himself  bad  been  taken  by  the  Savages,  and  sufiered  a  tedsoos 
eaptivity  in  Canada.  All  this  availed  him  nothing.  Beojann 
Harvey,  who  had  been  a  prisoner  to  the  Indians  was  also  anesled 
Samuel  Ransom,  son  of  Capt  Ransom,  who  fell  in  tbe  massacro,  was 
most  rudely  treated  on  being  taken.  ''Ah  ha!**  cried  Pattersoii, 
"you  are  the  jocky  we  wanted  ;  away  with  him  to  the  guard-house, 
with  old  Harvey,  another  damned  rascal."    Eleven  in  ail  were 

uaamnmA  «t  cIm  mhAw  SmA.  Added  to  tike  iniquity  of  llie  in«|^  armi,  wm  ar  •!> 
torapc,  amply  provfd,  to oompd  Hahfing,  %  wiliieM,  to  gives  fiJee  depeaitioii  egtinrt  OoL 
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taken,  and  driven  to  the  fort,  where  they  were  confined  in  a  room 
with  a  mud  floor,  wet  and  comfortless,  with  no  food  and  little  fire, 
which,  as  they  were  sitting  round,  Capt.  Christie  carae  in,  oidercd 
tkMu  to  lie  down  on  the  ground,  and  bade  the  gmrd  to  blow  out  the 
brains  of  any  one  who  should  attempt  to  rise.   Even  the  stafT  of 
the  aged  Mr.  A]den  was  taken  from  hdm.  On  demanding  what  waa 
Uwiff  ofianoa^  and  if  it  waa  intended  to  itarve  thenit  Ftattevaon  tavni* 
ingly  replied:  ''Perhaps  in  two  or  three  months  we  shall  be  at 
leisure,  and  you  may  be  set  at  liberty***    At  the  intercession  of 
Di  Meade»  £aq.»  three  of  the  elder  prisoners  the  next  day  weve  libe- 
rated, the  remaining  eight  being  kopt  in  their  loathsome  prison,  some 
a  week,  others  ten  dnys,  and  then  dismissed  without  arraignment  or 
trial.    But  the  object  had  been  accomplished  ;  their  several  families 
had  been  turned  out  of  their  liouscs,  and  creatures  of  Patterson  put 
in  possession.    Oppression  will  drive  a  wise  man  mad  ;  but  the  people 
still  endured  their  sufferings,  being  alleviated  by  the  charity  of  those 
who  had  been  less  unfortunate* 

It  is  scarcely  possible  to  conceive  the  insolence  of  manner  assumed 
by  Jostioe  Patterson.  Meeting  by  accident  with  Capt.  Caleb  Bates, 
and  learning  his  name,  ''Why  have  you  not  been  to  see  me,  sirt" 
Capt.  Biitea  answered,  he  did  not  know  him*  "  I  will  reeommend 
myself  to  you,  sir — am  Esquire  Patterson  of  FsnnsylTanta,"  an4 
almost  instantly  ordered  a  serjeant  to  take  him  to  the  guard-house. 

TIm  fbllowing  doeanento  Mem  mtitmrf  to  a  mon  perftet  iiiid»«rt«tidiiiir  ^  the  atuitf&Mi 
of  the  pMpla^  Mlnquent  to  the  transfer  of  juritulictton  by  the  decree  of  Trenton  %  and  after 
Iho  rBCommendation  of  the  Assembly  to  the  landholders  and  aettlois^  to  mako  "  lauonable 
emigfoamti'*  uoder  tbo  fMtdiNlora  of  Aloxondoc  FatloraoQ. 

RSSOLUTiON  pauedm  Aptemter  im 

Jllnola«d;  That  the  finpMitie  Exeenlho  Cornidl,  are  hetebj  enpoweied  and  Mquued  to 
Caho  into  the  service  of  this  State,  one  major,  two  captains,  four  subalterns  of  the  ofUccrs  of 
the  Pennsylvania  lino,  whn  nre  forthwflh  to  be  instructed  to  enlist  two  full  companies  of  the 
ftoldien  who  have  served  m  the  Peniisylvanii  line,  to  serve  such  time  &a  the  Supremo  Ex- 
ecutive Council,  or  the  sooceoding  Aaseoibly  shall  seem  meet ;  and  that  one  month's  pay 
itiaU  be  advanced  to  the  leid  ofleen  md  •oUeny  who  dMll  bo  annod  and  aoeootiod  eit  tlw 
oxpenaaof  tlw  State,  tho  money  Smt  whleh  parpoei^  ehaO  be  drawn  bj  older  of  the  Snpveno 
ExecQtive  Council,  out  of  the  money  oollected  bj  viitoe  ol  tho  impoet  law  of  this  State^  and 
now  in  the  hands  of  tho  Naval  Officer,  or  which  naj  bereafler  eomo  into  hie  hande  by  viituo 
of  the  aftmaid  law." 

ADDRESS. 

The  lionoraltle  tfie  preMntatitres  of  the  Commonwealth  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
in  Qeoeral  AsKCinbly  met 

The  petition,  eddreee  and  mnonetranco,  of  oi  tho  eobieribet«i  in  behalf  of  tho  nrt  of  tho 
inhabitanUof  Wyomfaig,  honbty  eheweth:  That  after  the  jodgoient  it  Tienton,  thaagng 
tho  jnriiifietioD  ftwn  that  of  Coonoctieat  to  that  of  Pennaylvania,  dnco  whidi  wo  havo  cea^ 
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■Wiwi  MMlfM  M  citiMni  of  Pmmj/lfnm^  and  hvm  at  all  limm  If  oiir  pwmeabla  d» 

mcanor,  ami  rpaily  submifsioii  to  government,  duly  fubmitted  ouwIvm  to  the  laws  of  the 
State  of  l*ciinsvlvania  and  not  only  so,  but  w  wc  were  nut  niadt*  duly  acfjuaintr'!  wr'h  the 
lafir«  of  tlw  Siat«,  Uave  tamdy  aubnutled  to  every  raqOMltMHi  of  the  executive  aaU  miutaij 
Hhuiity,  althoifgh  the  mmm  9§fmni  m  mmmj  ht^iimm  to  hpwMMriUitati  ««i 
mlMrfltL  W«  big  lam  to  olwriv^  that  oothing  i|ieeid  bap^^ 

Aj—mbly,  appointing  cummiattOiDen^  in  which  we  otmrv^  that  aflcr  the  report  of  tboee 
CommLfliionerB  eo  a|ij)ointi»d,  we  were  to  have  a  lirne  and  jilace  a|)|>ointt  (?  f^r  choosinrr 
authority,  holding  elections,  ctr  Hut  to  om  jffeat  aurprise  and  grief,  it  tte&n*  that  tlicrc 
was  a  cbobe  made,  ae  we  UQden«latui,  by  tiwMc  Uiat  caiied  iheonieivee  leodbeidera,  aooM  icMt 
one  part  of  the  State,  and  aome  from  ollior  parti.  Sooao  from  New  Jenvy  and  At  whii^ 
md  prfnefpalfy  not  inbaUlMiti  of  tbki eounty,  of*  minibir  of  iMHooa  t»  bo  nnmwiMliniMdl 
ifi  authority,  all  without  our  Itnowlidci,  o«d  lifcn  tbo  nport  if  ihocoMMidinaw  «r  ite 
ap(>cttntment  of  a  time  or  place  for  that  purpoae,  and  a  return  of  tboae  persona  waa,  by  anoii 
wav  or  means  to  us  unknown,  made  to  the  Honorable  the  General  Assi-inblT  of  the  State, 
and  have  since  Im'cmi  commissioned,  which  has  produced  the  following  iactsi,  viz:  Some  time 
in  Septenilter  178^  Col.  Zebuion  BuUer  was  met  at  the  ferry  boat,  by  a  man  that  is  auiod 
AOODHablti  but  hoar  hoa«H  by  bia otthority,  wo  know  not;  boweott  Ifau smi,  Blifik  bf 
MMM,        Ufl  Immdo  lytfao  iMdlo,  loU  iHB  iM  m  to 

fiffond  him  up  to  the  maitial  department.        tbe  aald  Butlor,  waa  kept  there  tweoty-four 

hours  under  puard,  then  sent  off  under  a  strong  guard  of  f»oldiers  to  Northumberland  with 
out  either  civil  otficer  or  writ,  and  was  not  made  acquaint^")!  wit!i  any  crinM  for  whicli  be 
Was  toJccn,  he  has  been  taken  three  tiinos  siace  by  diliureat  oHi:;ens  under  pietences  of  tbe 
aame  crime,  and  yet  knows  not  what  it  is,  although  he  got  bail  fur  his  appearance  at  court 
SincB  tbb  tho  pioporty  of  otmdry  poiwoa  baa  been  takio  by  fiweo  imder  ft  piotraoe,  mmI  tlw 
pHMMotbtt  tako  it,  aay  by  tb»  odtieo  of  tbe  aulbority,  and  upon  applleatioiito  tbo  anibofity, 
no  redress  can  be  had.  That  persons  taken  {or  pretended  crimes  have  been  lold  by  tlie  Jnotieso 
^hat  if  they  would  take  a  lease,  they  shoakl  be  sot  at  liberty,  and  have  in  fact  been  obligt\i  to 
comply,  or  suffer  in  pritifni  in  a  guard  house.  Widows  and  falhrrleas  children,  in  a  si-.-kiv 
condition,  turned  out  oi  liiur  houses  and  sick  beds,  aud  drove  oU  ui  a  tedious  storm,  and  sai.l 
lo  bo  dooo  by  adm  of  tho  Mthoiily,  And  noiodnm  eoold  boobiynad  finni  thoorttbohty, 
tboQgb  oppBoailoii  WW  mado.  Somo  taken  aodor  pvelenoe  of  oomo  crioie^  oad  wbea  cm- 
fined,  their  wives  were  told  if  they  woiiU  •obait  to  their  carnal  deriree,  their  Ii  unhands  ohoold 
be  set  at  liberty.  Some  taken  by  a  guard  of  armed  soldiers  in  presence  of  the  Justices,  &nd 
their  wives  and  faoiilics  turned  out  of  doon.  The  poswesaion  of  a  grist  mi!!  t  tk  n  awny  hy 
iurc^  and  given  to  another  man,  and  although  frequeat  application  has  been  made  to  the 
Joilkei  fee  ledreea^  none  can  be  had.  That  eleven  persons  were  taiien  at  Shavoey  by  a 
gnaid  of  tw«nty>fi«o  anned  men,  in  company  with  Eiquire  PaUoiwm  and  Sedy,  under  p«e> 
tonce  of  aome  orime,  although  not  any  waa  alk^,  neither  any  writ  ever  produced,  nor  yet 
ahoiiffor  constable,  atid  were  drove  ttt  tho  point  of  the  bayonet  for  six  milea  in  a  t^diooa 
■lOfm  to  the  fort.  Confined  in  nn  o]>on  L'»nrd-house  without  any  floor,  and  the  ran <1  «hos 
deep,  ordered  to  lie  down  in  the  uiuil,  ami  inn  sentinel  ordered  tbat  if  one  rai-n^i  bis  head 
from  tlie  ground  to  shoot  hmi  through.  A  staH  taken  from  an  old  gentleman  and  onicivJ  to 
bobomt.  Thii  old  gentleman  Olid  iandiyothei%  worn  at  the  oomo  lime  aiek  with  a  Ibm, 
yeteloeely  confined  ibr  aix  daye  in  that  aitaalion,  and  then  dlimimwd  witbont  ccmooony. 
Thai  peiaona  when  taken  and  hrought  before  tlie  JuaUces,  not  suffered  to  speak  airoed  in  ibw 
own  defence,  or  to  hear  a  witness,  although  requested,  and  judgment  given  without  eior 
being  made  acquamted  with  the  cause.  That  write  are  given  out  fi^r  ssixpence  ajj»»in?ft  chilJrwn 
fiAecn  years  of  age,  and  that  said  to  l»e  lawful,  althougli  it  was  fur  one  ^ill  of  wl.iski-v,  an  i 
parents,  guardians,  nor  maeten,  never  notified.  Locks  and  doors  broke,  when  Uie  f.4JYiiiim 
worn  Ihmi  hooM^  onder  pmlenco  of  qoartenng  eoUiera  in  tbe  hoooe^  and  piAUc  bnildii^  m 
tbo  aame  tfmotbntm^lrt  have  leodved  thm.  That  one  of  tbo  inbahitonte  hiTiq|[  tmninine 
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Oapl.6dMll,  gijiiw  Piifni  Mug  ibiiiiiH,  iiliii  hi* 

«va«f  Ihe  .magwlmtM  of  this  {>kct>,  Q— d  d— «       I  will  make  yvn  koow  awi*' 

then  called  a  ^uarci  of  soldken,  took  him  to  tbe  gaard-boiue,  ooofioed  bim  twonly-four  hoorx, 
thru  tii«mis-?['d  Iv.m  without  ceriMuony,  nil  which  (aels  we  concoivc  to  be  (lone  without  law 
or  light,  AAti  merely  to  (iifltrftw  the  poor  diatreaa^  inhahttaot*  of  tiiM  place,  And  is  tn  Wi' 
frxngement  on  ibe  rights,  Ubertiei  and  pririieges,  of  free  cUixena  of  this  State. 


bady  to  takeoardalnMd  caaaaadBr  your  wise  and  tf^'xmm  ooMlisiMion,  and  in 

atmw  way  pranl  relief,  ns  may  a^tpcar  mnst  jti«t  and  reasjonab!*'  to  vour  Honours ;  ho|>iiig 
that  every  unconntitutionai  nnd  unlawful  act  imiy  tin  riJwuwJ.wnil  mmoind  into  fihllTion. lid 
we  your  petitionoM  aa  in  duly  bouod  wiU  ever  pfay* 


Statb  or  PitNNaTLVANiA.  In  GeiwnJ  Aaiemblyt  Tntadaj,  Dmoibar  9tli,  UBS,  A.  M. 

The  pcUtioo  fron  diven  inhabitaiita  of  Wjoming,  in  the  vamAy  of  Northnmberluid,  wu 
read  the  eecond  time,  whannpon 

Resolved,  That  the  tnrmlicn  ftoD  Northampton  county,  or  ft  Oi^joiity  of  them,  be  a  com* 
Initlce  to  inquire  into  the  charges  contained  in  a  petition  from  a  number  of  ihe  inhaliitants  of 
*\Vyoniiii;X,  HI  tlie  county  of  Nurthurnberland,  nnd  report  to  the  Hou*e  at  fh+lr  next  OKJcl- 
ing,  and  that  the  said  pciiiion,  and  other  papers  accompaoying  it,  be  put  into  their  banda. 

£xtract  from  the  minutca. 

B^gncd,  PETER  Z.  lAJOntD, 

Clerik     Oentral  AMtmbtf, 


fa  OQoapHanoe  of  the  above  leaolatlon,  we^  or  a  mi^ati^  af  «a,  iha  couiuiiHee  4h»rfft  tmrn^ 

lioDed,  win  tlleiid  od  tfai  99th  of  Deeeinber  inaUnt,  at  the  hoiMe  of  Capt  Sbolt,  in  tho 

township  of  Stoke,  (Wilkesbarrc)  in  order  to  inqoire  into  the  chargea  by  you  set  ftfthin 

the  at'ovo  {ictitjoii,  of  which  time  and  ]>!ar«  you  are  hereby  notified,  that  vou  he.  and  aj»pear 
before  U9  whvn  rvnd  where  we  shall  be  ready  to  hear  your  CTidcoce  to  support  the  cha^jge* 
by  you  set  f<)rth  m  said  ueiiuoo. 

^  ^  lACOB  ABNiyr, 

JACOB  STROUD, 
JONAS  HARTZEL, 
ROBERT  BROWN. 

To  Mr.  John  Jenkim  and  otheni,  the  petMotten,  ete. 

A  similar  note  was  ircnt  t^^  Alexander  Patterson,  and  to  the  officers  of  the  garriiKin  ;  and 
Robert  Marttu  was  also  desired  to  be  lu  attaadanoe,  to  aklia  takix^  the  t^ttuioi^  in  ibt 
case. 

A.  PATTrR^oK  to  Picaident  DrcKixaoic. 

Lo.NDONnKRRV,  ( Willi i'!i!)arre, )  Deccniln'r  iJOtb  IT^^'J. 
Sir, — Since  Mr.  Mc.nlc  and  I  wrote  you  last,  the  purport  of  which  wns  inJbrraing  the 
moasurt^  takeit  tu  liave  in  conHncuient  that  Hagrant  offender  Col.  Zebulon  Butler,  who  haa 
thzeatcned  the  dissolution  of  the  citizena  of  tbia  State  and  its  lawo,  WctwMiatonJint  he 
m  eommiltad  fM  tiMkr  the  hftodo  end  eMOa  of  Ihiee  JntfiBee  of  the  Penw  fitf 
haa  tarf  aeonfcy>  aad  is  aent  baek  to  this  place  to  the  terror  of  the  good  ciliaena  in  tlie 
ndgbborhood.  The  Sheriff  has  not  done  his  duly,  nor  do  I  believe  hr  inti^ndB  it,  U>inp  a 
fnrty  BMB,  ftmoDg  wbkh  i  aa  eorfy  to  aee  aolittk  piiiiciplai  of  hoBaiiity  and  honour,  men 
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Ilk*  wMifttpoprfuliyrt«k»«iptaM«r4te  iijuHiF,  tai  fHlnft  Uodl  aT  Ikrir  ftOwr 

dUkmm.   Strange  u  il  my  appear  it  it  ■fcwiutely  tnie,  that  the  banditti  at  WyMMlg  Imi«# 

been  mlictted  fur  their  votea  at  the  election,  CRT€«««d  and  patroniyrt!  in  th(  ir  \  il!ainy,  enamra^ej 
in  their  claimato  land,  which  they  now  hold  in  violation  of  all  law,  from  men  who  have  ^U*- 
tinguithed  themtielvps  and  taken  a  very  decided  part  in  ttte  late  revolution.  Sure  1  am  that 
it  WMld  be  an  act  of  jintioe  not  to  commiasionate  Antia— the  other  peraon  on  the  ntam  1 
doaoCkiMir,  balinMMlM«uiMlte.  Paite  thii IMan.  NolUBg bol  « imh i»  Iks 
pMMof  the  dliMoa UMiU  ha««  tadiMid  Mto  bavtMid  ao  much  upon  this  hmtL  I  hvm 
wrote  the  Chief  Juntice,  concerning  Butler,  and  have  piwwled  upon  the  bearer,  Capt.  Joha 
Dick,  to  carry  iho^  de«patch-p««,  he  wi!l  return  to  thia  place,  and  may  be  dejwnded  uyion.  I 
am  very  uneasy  bavinc  heard  n otliini,'  of  Major  Moore.  I  with  he  was  here,  i  hope  jomt 
Excellency  wiU  think  it  right  to  order  tao  troope  forward  m  aoon  aa  poffdble. 

I  Uvi  Um  hoooor  to  te  wHh  MotiMts  af  th«  higliMtcrtatns 
Yo«r  aoat  obediMrt  httabls  itmnl, 

ALEX/Uf  DBR  PATTBR80flr« 

Hit  EmOaiHj  Jehn  DIekfim. 

REPORT. 

The  committee  appointed  on  the  petition  ot  divert  inbabitantf  of  Wyoming,  exbiMtiii^ 
comptainta  againat  Alexander  Paltaraon,  Esq.,  and  stating  also  other  grievanoea,  bcf  Ifmm  lo 
report;  Thai yoar otmnnhtoe  Wftatad  to  Wyoming,  agrMilile  tothoordeia^f  Una Bnwey 
and  having  gi«cn  due  notice  to  all  parties  eoneenied,  proceeded  to  tha  invealig&tion  of  th« 
difTerent  charges  contained  in  tlM  petitimi  before  the  Houie,  in  the  presence  as  well  of  the 
pf»r?r>n«  nrriised  ns  the  pr>r«5on!^  f«rrti«.?r>cf.  And  the  evidence  taken  on  the  inquiry  baa  bren 
reduced  to  writing  by  j  rrson  tuijilovcd  for  that  purpose  by  your  committee,  wbkh  depun* 
tiona  your  committee  beg  leave  to  iay  before  the  ilouae. 

Thia  laport  waa  andonad  aa  fbllMfa^  tli:  Raad  lliat  Ikcm,  Fabntaiy  Sd>  ITM,  ani «■ 
molkHi  laid  aeemKl  Hum,  and  laAnad  to  Bilr.  Woifc,  Mr.  MiDari  Hr.  Jahom,  Bli;  lioni 
and  Mr.  O    ■       [NaoM  wMaitato.) 

PETITION. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Reprvaentatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Commonweakh  of  Penn> 

Bylvanin,  in  General  Aasembly  met : — 

The  j  ^-iition  and  address  of  Juhn  Jenkins,  NathiUi  Deui«on,  Ohf^di^h  Horo^  Hugh  Fors- 
man  and  John  Fraukhn,  inhabitants  of  Wyoming,  iabehoil  of  thcniscivca  aud  otbera,  in- 
haHtanto  af  aaid  plac«. 

Maal  mpaetfally  abanalh.  Thai  wharaaa  upon  a  palitiaii  and  vemoMlranca  fiaai  di««fs 
tahabilattts  of  Wyoming,  bearing  date  Novcmlwr  l^h,  1783,  complaining  of  certaia  iBagnl 
proceedings  had  against  them  by  Alexander  Patterson,  Esq.,  and  ollicrs,  your  Honours  of 
your  abundnnt  r^<K>dne8H,  by  a  rcKoluiion  apprintr  1  a  conuniUee  fitoin  yoUT  Uooocable  Unii— 
to  inquire  into  the  charges  cont  uncd  in  said  petition. 

That  timely  notice  being  t^iven  to  the  aaiJ  Alexander  Pattenon,  Eaq.»  and  oCbenea^- 
eamad,  aa  well  aa  to  tha  patilioiieii^  an  UMjoiiy  waa  hdd  at  Wyominf  by  jour  ooiuuiiUca 
near  ton  d^.  WHnesaee  called  for  and  fidrly  heard,  and  depositiooa  taken,  aa  wcH  on  tiM 
part  of  thoae  complained  of,  aa  on  the  part  of  the  prtitionera.  Liberty  of  questioning  the 
taitneaiaa  when  under  azandnation  in  anpport  of  the  petition  waa  grained  to  the  deiwidlBg 


*  CoL  PmnUin  again  attoided  the  Lcgialature,  on  the  part  of  di«  InhaMianta.  Ho  lUted  to  me  (,my»  Mr.  Ward,> 
OmMMBMI  and  those  who  were  concerned  with  him,  bad  (Villaoceas  u>  the  committee,  Ujiqgbifatlkaa  [nil— 
lett^rq  nml  eZ'paita  <lepaailiona  taken  aAer  the  flrat  coiiiintt(f>p  Fi  i  1  lef.  Wyoming— whilB  hs  WSS  aoiW  aMaWad  la 
go  tie(ar€  ihemdiiriBf  lbs  wliaifl  forty -tix  dajm  theiut^ect  was  t^eJore  iIm  commiuea. 

flBft«  iMs  aaUr  etoon  wm  IIMy  10  sniadtosiha  laiaimisarus  eonattow^  topi^^ 
tta  Ao*a  pnUsBb 
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mmx  the  reinrn  of  ftmmamMWoe  (ttun  Wjromuig,  we  uwl«nlMi -that  mntlry  privM^  falliW 
Kmi  •  number  of  ex  parte  depoMliona,  Ulwn  cinoe  the  inquiry  aforenid,  have  been  preeentfti 
to  your  ffoiiHo,  reporting  or  prpucnting  to  your  Honours  »hnt  \hc  intsfthitants  of  Wyoming 
9riu>  •ellktl  that  tmitory  undvf  lite  CuuuecUcut  ciaini,  lio  not  iiuiiiifi^t  sulMuiMiion  to 
#Im  Imm  Md  euihoritj  of  tfaic  State,  but  appear  detigniog  ajpunet  the  ntne,  and  ttiai  tkmm  a* 
^tnget  of  in  toiiMUBtmia  pwmtlmg  f<w     off  iwiliMi  ^mii  inhitiliiiH 

ConaeiBM  tkat  no  opponiiao  fifun  M  W  bees  madt  to  Um  Iftwt  audi  anclioiiiy  ^mmSi, 
and  that  no  such  Jfaigira  anrexinting,  we  kaarirfj  dMiDMin  tiMilaMll  NpOfli  MMft  htm  Mip- 
nel«>il  thmuph  nikinforninlion  or  mistJ^kf . 

W©  have  the  highest  est««rn  for  the  c«>«?'titution  of  ilie  CommonweaUii  oi  Fenow^lvanta* 
and  are  weli  soti^fied  with  the  Uwi*  ot  this  Slate. 

We  ara  OMler  joar  jociadieliMi  and  pratactkm,  ara  aabytcla  imJ  fiwt  of  tba  Slat* 
•f  PtBiiqrlviiiia.  W«  hava  wl—iaiilj  lalwi  and  aokaecibad  tha  aaClw  and  aflraMiUoiM  of 
allegiance  and  fidelity,  as  dilceted  a  aupplBment  to  an  act  of  Qanand  Aaeembly  of  this 
St:ilt\  And  it  is  our  will  and  pleasure  to  serve  you  in  doing  our  duty  m  good  and  faithful 
»t)l>j<Tl5  of  tilis  Si;«»r  in  nirpporiini?  tli«  tiirhts,  liberties  and  )>rivilegei»  uf  llie i^ue.  We  have 
U>  iuuk  u|)  to  yuur  iionour^  lor  protection,  for  justice,  equity  and  liberty,  on  which  we  de- 
yvnd.  We  iuive  the  greatest  coufidenoa  that  upon  the  exanunatioo  of  the  de(>ositioiia  ttdien 
hf  your  eemiBitlM  in  tbdr  inqniij  at  Wyoming,  jour  Houaa  will  ba  aatiallad  that  tha 
•hargea  contained  in  the  afoaraaid  patitioo  are  fully  anp|iorted,  and  that  no  opposition  haa 
haaii  runde  on  onr  pait.  That  by  enr  pcaeaabla  demeanor  and  ready  subntissiou  to  Govern- 
inent,  wr  have  dutv  •'nhinitted  to  every  requiution,  wht^hor  civil  or  mi!tt;try,  and  that  the 
f>r« tellings  had  ut^HuiKi  us,  and  whii  h  we  complained  of,  wrre  unronKiiLuUonal  and  Unlaw- 
ful, and  that  wc  had  tli«  grealcsi  rtra^on  to  appeal  to  jour  Honours  ior  redress. 

Relying  on  the  jaatica  and  impartiality  of  your  HonoiaUa  Hooaay  wa  ara  aaamcd  that  ml 
parta  by  pmata  Itttaia  and  ax-paita  avidanoe,  will  net  avail  againat  legal  and  arell  gnrandad 
testimony,  either  to  ooodemn  an  innocent  propla,  or  screen  the  guilty  from  justice. 

Wo  humbly  request  to  be  protected,  and  continued  qnifl  and  unmoh-Ktfd  in  otjr  pos- 
»ie8eioii«,  (which  is  our  ail)  utilil  a  lcg;d  derision  shall  Ijc  hnd  thereon,  with  which  wc  are 
rertdy  to  comply,  and  stiall  quietly  rcsiijn  to  any  ciaimsnt  or  cUiutants  whose  title  shall  be 

adjudged  prdrrabia  to  onra.  We  yrv^  your  Honottct  to  grant  iia  protection  and  redivai, 
and  that  tha  Kbaitifa  and  piivilrgaa,  whieh  aulgaela  and  firea  cttiiena  of  thb  Stale  ai»  entitled 
to,  aaay  not  ha  daniad  to  na.  And  yonr  patitioneiBi  aa  in  duty  baun^  will  aver  pny. 

JOHN  FRANKLIN, 
Philadelphia,  February  23,  1784.  Agent  for  the  inhabitants  of  Wyoming. 

Raad  In  tha  Houaa  tha  Aat  time  on  Monday,  tha  S9d  of  Fabniaiy,  and  fay  oMtion  and 
apceial  Older,  taken  for  a  aaeoiid  rcii>1ing,  ordered  tfaatitharrlerred  to  Mr.  Work,  Mr.  Millar, 
Mr.  Johnson,  Mr.  Luts  ml  Mr.  C  ,  (the  aame  ooawjUaa  ta  whom  tha  fbtmcr  patl- 
tiaoa  were  reierrad.) 

REPORT- imii  Match,  1784. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  rcferr^  the  report  of  the  committee  on  tho  rhsriyes  con- 
tained in  the  petition  from  divert  inhabitwnt«  ol  Wynniinf^,  the  letter  fruia  Alexander  Pat- 
leraoo,  Esq.,  the  petitions  from  the  inhabitants  of  Wyomin«^,  beg  leave  to  report 

That  after  axanuunf  tha  diffinant  dafwaitiona  aeeampanying  the  re|«rt  of  tha  eonunittaa 
an  tha  ahanma  oantainad  in  tha  patitian  fiaai  tha  inhabilanta  af  Wyoming,  they  do  nat 
fill  1  that  the  sime  contain  any  matter  nf  romi>laint,  bot  such  as  if  true,  the  laws  of  tbia  Btata 
are  folly  anfficient  ta  ladraaa,  and  that  Uiatefoitt  an  appliobtian  ta  thb  Hooaa  waa  nnnaeea- 
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wuyuai  impropir.  A  giMtirpivl  «f  Ai<mf«krillMi  dBtgad  agiiBrt  AJafute  Ftfiv* 
iaQ,Bq^«pfMrt»hmbMBdaMfcjii«ptoiaUiiiHi^taliiooid«Marwtrrmnt  appeov 
loh«Tc  beenjnvea  lijUmiirciijfQehMli.  Yndr  muBiltii  ihwii—  tnhMfethifcll— 

iwolution  to  the  Hoiw  - 

Pesolrcd,  Tltat  the  petition  from  divers  inhn'biLnnts  of  Wvommg  to  tim  Ho  T-f  pre- 
sented the  eighth  d*j  of  December  last,  be  diamisscti,  and  that  the  parties  be  rclcrrcU  t* 
conunw  kffr  fl»  ivdnH^  if  aiqr  in^iriM  tbaj  iM 
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V7&4,  Rife  in  itirring  ioeiileiit— PraoeetKngt  of  Settlem— Petitioii  to  Connec&enl—To 

Congven—<7oiiimHtM  from  Noithftmpton-^PenmiylvaiiU  AMem1jly->-Deee|itif«  movo* 
nmil  of  Patteraon— Othmr  iofluenoes  dawn  on  the  ^th  of  the  Settlew  Action  of  Coa« 
gres»-^Ice  flool-^Qencrous  proposition  of  Preaidenl  Dickiaaon— Pattor^^on's  inliu* 
man  conduct — Exput-iionof  inbabitnnt.s— Ocnrrous  frdin;:;  nnnisfjU  throughout  Poririt,vf- 
v&nia — Negotiaituaa — Settlers  surrender  tiieir  anna  — Resume  them — Proclaniation — Base 
treacbeiy  of  AriMllonjf  -Settlen  made  priflonem,  and  aent  to  Sanburj  and  Elaston  jaiU— > 
Pnaonan  friaaaed— War  Raoefiad-^wift  wonndad— Ueodwaaa  and  R«ad  almfr^SnUii 
and  Stcvcna  kiUad"— Cool  courage  of  Ogdan->Satlariaa  drowned — Council  of  Censom— > 
IIig!ily  iiriportant  pr.icrrdinrrs — Arins^tronj^  returns  with  armod  men — Cajd.  Bolin  killed — 
FrtUikliirs  oath  on  th«  bloody  rifle — Pleasing  inf  trmsitioii — Withdrawal  of  troops  cn!i<tc(l 
by  Patterson — Third  Pennymite  and  Yaokee  war — Battle— •Garrett  and  Pierce  killed — 
CafxU  John  Franklin — Fort  Dickinatm  iovBtlad— Pait  of  WUkatbarro  burnt— Negotta- 
ttt>n'Port  aamolted^Yanbeea  dcfeatad^Patteraoo  indictad'-CivU  authority  amvea  at 
Wy<Miiing— AflUr  al  Laenit  EiU— Jacob  £f»rett  kined->Hoa*  John  Af oiatrang. 

MsANWHiui  the  iohabitants  were  not  idle.  Knowing  the  influence 
of  public  opinion,  they  sent  petitions  to  the  PennsyWania  Assembly, 
to  the  Assembly  of  Connecticut  and  to  Congress,  setting  forth  their 
wrongs,  and  praying  for  redress.   With  cotnmendabie  promptitude, 

the  Pennsylvania  Assembly  appointed  the  members  from  Northamp* 
ton  county,  viz:  Jacob  AfmJt,  Jacob  Stroud,  Jonas  Hartzel  and 
Robert  Brown,  Esqs.,  a  coiiiiiiittce  to  repair  to  Wyoming,  and  ex- 
amine into  the  charges  made.  liavnig  arrived  on  the  29th  of  Decem- 
ber, and  given  notice  to  accusers  and  ficrnsed.  they  proceeded  to  take 
depositions,  remaining  in  the  Valley  about  ten  days  * 

Hearing  that  new  and  ex-parte  depositions  had  been  sent  down 
by  Justice  Patterson,  a  second  petition  was  sent  forward  by  the 
settlers,  declaring  their  entire  submission  to  the  constitution  and  Jaws 
of  Pennsylvania,  as  became  good  citizens,  and  beseeching  proCeetion. 
The  whole  matter  was  referred  to  a  committee,  which  reported 

*  ^  To  tha  hoooar  of  thit  comantlea  of  AaaemUy,  their  bqoliiia^waie  coodtclid  iillb  lh« 
^riatnatjyttoaaad  imftMSXj,*'^IVamklin, 
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January  23,  1784,  briefly,  that  there  was  nothing  proved  which 
might  not  be  remedied  by  proceas  of  law,  and  that  there  was  no  evi- 
dence that  the  irregiilarities  were  authorized  or  sanctioned  by  Justice 
Patterson.  Daniel  Clymer,  Esq*,  of  Berks  coonty  rose,  and  reading 
one  of  the  depositions  declared,  there  was  evidence  enough  in  that 
to  show  that  Alexander  Patterson  ought  to  be  removed.**  General 
llobert  Brown  said,  "  he  was  certain  no  member  of  the  House  could 
imagine  him  in  the  interest  of  the  f^eople  of  >\  yunimg  be}  nml  the 
bounds  of  truth,  and  ;i  il*  sire  to  do  ]usl;ce.  Ht^  had  visited  VV  voming 
as  one  of  the  committee  upon  the  subject,  and  had  heard  all  the  evi- 
dence on  both  sides.  The  wrongs  and  sufierings  of  the  people  of 
Wyoming,  he  was  constrained  to  declare,  were  intolerable.  If  Ums e 
ever  on  earth  was  a  people  deserving  redress,  it  was  those  people. 
Let  the  depositions  lying  on  the  table  be  read,  and  afford  the  House 
an  opportunity  to  judge.*'  An  evident  desire  was  manifested  atun- 
marily  to  get  rid  of  the  subject,  tlie  landholders'  interest  predomiim- 
ting.  Speaker  Gray,  somewhat  irregularly  remarked  from  the  chair, 
that  Justice  Patterson  had  returned  to  Wvomintj,  iliat  he  could  not 
be  prosecutL'ii  wiJiiout  being  present,  ihat  the  session  was  ci tawing  to 
a  close,  and  important  business  pressing,  which  must  Ik'  laid  o^er  if 
this  matter  was  pressed/'  In  accordance  with  these  suggestions  the 
subject  was  allowed  to  rest. 

While  these  measures  were  in  agitation,  the  policy  of  Justice  Pat- 
terson  was  displayed,  in  cnusing  a  petitbn  to  be  presented,  signed 
by  ntunes  distinguished  amoi^  the  settleis,  conp^yiiig  with  bis 
mandSf  relinquishing  the  pretended  claim  aader  CenoecticiiW  ^nd 
soliciting  the  bounty  of  ttis  Assembly,  wbkb  was  sonewbat  enta»- 
tatiously  extended  to  them,  grants  l)eing  made  to  Sbephard,  8pal* 
ding,  and  a  doeen  others,  of  Ismds  in  the  western  pert  of  the  State. 
The  gentlemen  answering  to  those  names  among  the  settler*  dis- 
avowed the  proceedings,  and  whatever  became  of  those  laiid  war- 
rants we  have  been  unable  to  learn. 

Other  influences,  in  free  Slates  ever  potent,  began  now  to  affpct 
the  interests  of  the  settlers.  At  the  preceding  fall  election,  Cr.pt. 
Simon  Spalding,  and  twenty-three  others,  repaired  to  Northumber* 
land,  soose  of  thero  traveling  an  hundred  miles,  and  none  of  ihem 
leas  than  sixty,  to  reach  the  nearest  place  for  balloting.  After  tAkk^ 
the  oath  <^  allegtance,  their  ballots  were  debited  in  separate  boxe% 
lest  they  should  be  deemed  irregular;  but  this  caused  it  to  be  known 
&r  wbdn  tbey  bad  voted.  So  neenrly  were  parties  divided,  tbat 
these  twenty-fbur  votes  decided  the  election  of  a  flMmber  of  the 
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lod  the  Sheriff.  Jaitice  Ftttenon  remoMtrmted  tebemeotly,  but 
•Muocetifiiliyi  vgainst  the  eoanuMbn  being  given  to  Henry  Antis* 
Effq.>  that  cboteo  Sheriff  of  NorthamberlaiML   The  Assembly  reject* 

«d  the  votes  for  members,  which  produced  a  protest  from  the  mi- 
nority, biit  f,  but  so  well  drawn,  anti  being  ihe  first  political  Penn- 
sylvania party  movement,  bearing  oa  the  affairs  at  Wyoming,  we 
insert  it  ent\re. 

**  We  whose  names  are  hereto  snbscnbed,  considcrmg  the  security 
of  electioBi  the  only  safeguard  of  public  Uberty  and  the  peiee  of  the 
f>tate,  do  protc^'t  against  the  determination  of  the  House  on  the 
Northumberland  electioii,  for  the  following  reasons. 

**  We  eonceive  the  twenty*fonr  votes  set  adde  as  illegal,  were 
given  by  legal  Toten,  inasmoeh  as  the  persons  giving  them  were  id 
fiict  in  the  government  (tboi^h  not  in  the  territory)  of  Conneeticat, 
which  exercised  a  fall  jurisdiction  over  them,  until  the  decree  at 
Trenton. 

"We  observe,  that  allowing  it  to  be  Connccticul,  as  was  coiUciided 
until  the  decree  at  Trcnttm.  then  they  may  be  deemed  persons  com- 
ing froni  ;moih(  r  Stale,  who  producing  ceri ifu  rjics  of  their  having 
taken  the  oatli  to  lliis  State,  become  by  law  entitled  to  vote:  this, 
it  was  tuily  proved  they  had  done.  Of  this  construction  we  appre- 
hend there  is  clear  and  eipreas  precedent  in  the  ease  of  tbe  inhabit- 
ants of  We^tmoreUad  aad  Washington,  on  the  settlement  of  the 
Virginia  line,  who  were  admitted  to  vote  immedialely,  as  persooi 
^ming  from  another  State. 

*'  We  cannot  but  lament  the  fatal  policy,  which,  instead  of  concilia-* 
ting  these  people,  and  adopting  them  as  our  subjects  and  eiticens, 
and  endearing  them  to  us  in  political  bands,  we  are  straining  the 
laws  a^inst  them,  and  making  such  difference  between  them  and 
the  adopted  ihiialjiiants  of  Virj^inia  ;  and  hold  ourselves  clear  of  the 
consetjuenccs  which  rnu-sl  iluw  iioni  sucii  unutivised  piocci  rlinfis, 
which  in  our  judgment  has  a  strong  tendency  to  revive  tlio  dispute, 
which  they  may  yet  do  under  the  articles  of  confederation,  and  drive 
them  back  lo  the  jurisdictioB  of  Connecticut,  which  will  be  more 
ready  to  receive  them,  and  renew  the  old  claim,  when  they  find  the 
actual  settlers  eidoded  from  the  common  privileges  of  the  citiaens 
of  thb  State*  Therefore  we  wish  it  to  be  known  to  oar  constituents, 
and  to  the  world  at  large,  that  we  have  borne  our  testimony  against 
the  dctermioatibo  on  said  election.'* 

Subscribed  by  twenty  mensbers  of  the  minority. 
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CoBfffw,  €0  liie  pMitiQii  «f  SStbukm  Botlar  tnd  otton^  oa  moliiMi 
of  Mn  J^fleraoo*  Cbaimui  of  the  oommitteey — ^Resolved,  Janoury  S% 
17g4^  M  That  a  eonrt,  under  the  0th  article  of  the  confederatkNi,  sboiikl 

be  raised,  to  try  and  determine  the  private  right  of  soil,  as  derived 
iiom  Pennsylvaiiia  and  Connecticut,  anJ  notice  was  ordered  to  be 
given  to  the  respoclive  parties  to  attend  by  their  agents,  on  the 
fourth  Monday  of  June  follovvincr."  A  spirited  remonstrance  ironi 
the  Pennsylvania  Assembly,  adopted  the  succeeding  February,  ar- 
rested further  proceedings.  Preferring  to  present  this  interesting 
matter  io  one  connected  view,  the  details  are  delayed  to  a  fainra 
letten 

It  seemed  as  if  the  very  elements  had  conspired  to  augment  the 
woes,  or  to  try  the  ibrtitiide  of  the  Wyoming  people.  After  a  winter 
of  nnusoal  severity^  aboot  the  middle  of  March  the  weather  becamo 
suddenly  warm,  and  on  the  13th  and  14th  rain  fell  in  torrenta*  melt* 

ing  the  deep  snows  througliout  alt  the  hills  and  valleys  in  the  upper 
regions  watered  by  the  Susquehanna.  "The  following  day."  says 
Chapman,  "the  ico  m  ihc  river  began  to  break  up,  and  the  streams 
rose  with  great  rapidit}'.  The  ice  first  gave  way  at  the  different 
rapids,  and  Heating  down  in  great  masses,  lodged  against  the  frozen 
surface  of  the  more  gentle  parts  of  the  river,  ivhere  it  remained  firm. 
In  this  manner  several  large  dami  were  formed,  which  cansed  such 
an  accamulation  of  water  that  the  river  overflowed  all  its  banksp 
and  one  general  inandation  overspread  the  extensive  plains  of  Wyo- 
ming. The  inhabitants  took  refoge  on  the  surrounding  heights,  and 
saw  their  property  exposed  to  the  fury  of  the  waters.  At  length 
the  upper  dam  gave  way,  and  huge  masses  of  ice  were  scattered  in 
every  direction.  The  deluge  bore  down  upon  the  dams  below — 
which  successively  yielded  to  tiie  insn[)portablc  burden,  and  the 
whole  went  otTwiih  the  noise  of  contending  storms.  Houses,  barns, 
f,.r,ro«s,  stacks  of  hay  and  grain,  were  s\vej)t  otY  in  the  general  des- 
truction, to  bo  seen  no  more.  The  plain  on  which  the  village  of 
Wilkesbarre  is  built,  was  covered  witli  heaps  of  ice  which  continued 
a  great  portion  of  the  following  summer." 

To  this  admirable  and  graphic  description,  it  may  not  be  untDia* 
resting  to  add  several  instances  of  special  adventure  and  loss.  Abel 
Fierce,  Esq.,  (whom  we  have  before  seen  on  the  bench,  as  one  of  the 
justices  of  quorum,  and  whom  we  shall  again  be  obliged  to  present 
in  weeds  of  deepest  woe,)  had  his  residence  on  Kingston  flats,  oppo- 
site Wilkesbarre.  Suddenly  in  the  night,  the  family  was  aroused  by 
a  rushing  sound  and  mighty  convulsions,  which  siiook  the  bouse. 
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Aoor,  giving  them  scarcely  time  to  ascend  for  safety  to  thdehaBiber» 
rescuing  a  few  things  horn  destruction.  Huge  masses  of  ice,  one 
following  auuiher,  struck  against  the  side  of  the  house,  seeming  to 
be  rending  it  from  its  foundations,  and  the  water  had  already  risen 
nearly  to  the  uj>per  door.  A  craft,  which  they  had  secured  the  day 
before»  tied  to  a  tree  close  by  the  wiodoWf  now  afforded  them  the 
ooly  ray  of  hope  and  shelter,  as  they  were  almoet  certain  the  build- 
ing moat  be  swept  away.  Pasting  from  the  chamber  window  into 
the  boat,  the  family  waited  in  intense  anxiety  the  sabeidiBg  of  the 
deluge,  and  the  brnk  of  morning.  A  daughter  was  thus  exposed  to 
the  winds,  the  waves,  and  the  storm,  (who  afterwards*  as  the 
honoured  wife  of  Gen.  Ix)rd  Biitlei-,  and  the  beloved  mother  of  a 
jiu:nerous  lanuly,  who  still  adoi  ii  every  walk  of  life  which  they  have 
chosen;)  and  a  son,  whose  mclnnrholy  fate,  before  the  close  of  this 
letter,  must  be  recorded.  The  waters  suddenly  fell,  so  that  when 
light  appeared  aid  arrived,  and  the  family  were  saved;  but  their 
stock  of  horses  and  cattle  were  all  lost  in  the  deluge.  In  Fish's 
Eddy,  at  the  lower  point  of  the  town,  forty  bead  of  cattle  were  seett 
(ioating  at  one  time.  But  one  life,  so  fer  as  we  learn^  was  lost, 
namely,  that  of  Asa  Jackson,  in  the  npper  part  of  Wilkesbam, 
( Jacob*8  Plains.)  He  was  the  son  of  Mr.  William  Jaekson,  killed  by 
the  savages  in  1779.  His  fete  was  peculiar — ^Daniel  Grore  and  Mr. 
Jackson  were  standing  on  the  river  bank  observing  the  ice  break  up, 
when  suddenly  there  came  a  rush  of  waters  deluging  the  flats,  and 
pouring  in  huge  masses  between  them  and  the  hill.  Jackson  s[)rar)g 
on  a  horse  he  had  beside  him,  and  rode  for  iifi^  to  reach  the  lijofh 
lands,  but  becoming  entangled  in  the  ice  he  was  borne  away  by  the 
flood,  man  and  steed,  and  were  no  more  seen.  Mr.  Gore  stood  still: 
fhgbt  for  him  seemed  impossible,  when  providentially  a  canoe  of  his 
own,  broken  from  its  moorings,  floated  near  him,  and  he  contrived 
by  skill  and  care,  to  reach  the  shore  in  safety. 

Reduced  by  saccessive  visitations  of  ill  fortnne  to  poverty,  thia 
providential  infliction,  sweeping  off  many  dwellings  with  their  forat- 
ture,  rude  though  they  were  hasty  substitutes  for  those  tlie  savages 
had  destroyed;  the  loss  of  provisions,  clothing,  cattle  anrl  Imy,  left 
numbers  a  prey  to  extreme  sufTerinsr??,  which  their  neighbours  were 
in  no  condition  effectually  to  relieve.  Learning  the  distressing  event, 
President  Dickinson  (wjih  gratitude  and  honour  be  it  recorded,)  sent 
the  following  message  to  the  Assembly  on  the  31st  of  March : 
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**  Gentlim Of, — The  late  inundatkui  having  i  oJueeA  WMMwr  of  thg 

inhabitants  of  Wyommij  to  great  distress,  we  should  be  glad  your 
honourable  House  would  make  some  itniiiediale  pooviaioQ  ibr  their 

relief." 

Pennsylvania,  in  every  other  instance  just  to  a  scruple,  and  gener- 
ous to  profusion,  yet  under  the  iofluence  of  land-speeulators  the  As- 
Minbly  labored  muler  too  deep  a  prejadiee  to  regard  tlM  settlers 
ae  objeela  of  cemiseration  or  charity,  aod  no  aid  wee  oftnM^ 
Hm  wdieone  ind  ahuodaiitfliud  fehing  thet  eMoedt  otone  pio 
Miuftl  iMtfUAtioii* 

Willi  the  opening  of  spring  the  aotdkry  began  l»  tenow  fiiaoei, 
disregarding  the  Gonoeoticiil  booiidn'iea,  and  ette1>liiiiiii|p  tieae  «f 
the  Pennsylvania  surveys.*  Resistance  was  made,  and  a  dciewa* 
nation  avowed  not  to  subriiiL  peaceably  to  the  measure,  the  p{M>pl© 
insistin^T  on  a  leijal  ti  idl,  declarinsf  that  to  a  regular  and  fair  judicial 
decisioa  ihey  would  yield  implicit,  il  liot  cheerful  obedience.  Forth- 
with more  vigorous  and  decisive  measures  were  resolved  upon,  and 
justice  Patterson,  to  prepare  the  mind  of  Council,  wrote  to  tlie  Pre- 
lidaott  the  laat  of  April,  the  followiog  pregoast  iatioiaikNa:  I  Ibere- 
fore  humbly  hope,  that  if  any  daqgBroua,.or  aedilious  eacMiMHioa 
ahoold  ariie  in  tJita  eouoty,  ao  remote  firom  the  aeat  of  GorenMBaola 
that  it  nay  not  be  eoMtmed  into  a  want  of  seal  or  love  tte 
Comaaaawealthk  ^  we  «Aoii/d,  timugh  dire  neumlyp  ke  Miged  lo  dm 
ione  tkmg$  Md  Uritdfy  cmuamamt  $»  lUe  hUer  of  the  lata.** 

On  the  ]9lh  and  14tb  of  May  the  aoUiery  were  sent  ibrth,  and  at 
the  point  of  the  bayonet,  with  the  most  highhanded  ai  roirancc,  dis- 
posst  ssed  an  hundred  and  filly  families  ;  in  many  instances,  set  fire 
to  tb«'ir  dvscllini^s,  nvowiiig  the  intention  utterly  to  expel  them  from 
the  country.    Uoabie  to  make  any  efiectual  resftstaocet  the  pQ0{4e 

*  "  The  soliiieni  werr  sw-t  to  work  romovins;  the  jVncesi  from  the  indtisun's  of  llic  inhalntaiats 
— Uying  fit'ld*  of  grain  ojH-n  to  I*  ilevouretl — fencing  up  the  highways,  ari«i  l»rt«een  tim^ 
liouten  of  the  «etilcini,  and  their  welts  of  water — that  tttry  were  not  auflTeied  to  |irocttre  water 
a«Nn  their  welb,  or  to  tni«el  on  their  iwwl  faij^hwaj*.  Tho  gmrteet  port  of  the  «)tlh,to  ««t« 
in  ib»  BMct  dhrticMml  Mtntlioo— aawbeni  having  had  their  hetics  nieiiil  eff  by  Hw  wmmo- 
nioo  ovrrflowing  of  the  r'rvor  SuMjuehonna  in  tho  month  of  Muck  preceding ;  nttmbrc* 
W(^f<»  widiDUt  a  shflter,  and  iti  a  slarvinjy  rondltion;  hut.  they  were  not  stilTtTi«!to  rr^t 
f<tick  of  tiffilHT,  or  inaki'  nnv  slicltcr  fur  ihrjr  fimlhrs.  Thev  were  forbid  to  «lr;av  tl.rir  itets 
Ibr  Htb — their  neta  were  taken  from  them  by  the  otGcers  of  liie  garriM>n.  Ttio  iiviilera  wero 
often  drngfred  out  of  their  hedo  in  tho  n^ht  •Mam  hy  nflfaiB^  nml  bast  in  ft  erael  SMnncr. 
Complainta  ware  nwde  to  the  jaatieea^  aa  well  aa  to  the  eammanding  oflkers  of  the  garriaoo  ; 
bat  to  no  puTpuao— thoj  wore  equally  callona  to  avoiy  taaltsa  of  humanity 

FRANKUir. 
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iViplMA fiir  ktvft  to  fmiMPe  eltfier  «f>or  <)owii  the  nw,  in  luiti, 
••with  their  wives  and  children,  in  the  state  of  ttie  roads,  it  would 
he  iiiipoiiiible  lu  travel.  A  stern  refusal  nict  this  seemingly  reasona- 
ble request,  and  thpy  were  directed  to  taKe  the  I.ac1(awaxpn  road,  as 
leading  most  directly  to  Coaiiecticut.  But  this  way  consisted  of 
sixty  miles  of  wiideMWi,  with  scarce  a  bouse;  the  roads  whoHje 
IMigbcted  during  the mr,  and  they  then  bcgyd  kave  to  take  th< 
too,  or  Stroudsbwg  iowl»  whm  bridfw  apumed  tha  lafgar  ataaam 
aliU  awaUea  with  raaant  lain^  AU  importaaitiaa  waaa  Tain,  aad  lha 
paopla  flad  towarda  the  Dekwaiab  ohjeeta  of  dailitdtioii  and  pity, 
that  ahoald  have  aasiad  a  haart  of  marhle.  Abaat  iva  hsBdaed 
anaa^  womeii  aftd  children,  with  searee  pro¥itkNi»  to  rastm  life, 
plodded  their  weary  way,  mostly  on  fool,  the  road  beitig  uupassabl3 
for  wan^ns ;  mothers  canyuig  their  infants,  and  pregnant  women 
literally  wnded  -streams,  the  water  reaching:  to  their  armpits,  and  at 
Dight  slept  on  the  naked  earth,  the  Heavens  their  canopy,  with 
scarce  ebthes  to  coirer  thm.  A  Mv.  Gardiner  and  John  Jea- 
kiai^  £iqh»  (wIm  had  beep  a  Representative  ia  the  Conaedieitt 
Ai^mbly,  and  waa  Chainaan  of  the  Tbwa  Maatiag,  whicb«  in  177^ 
had  adaptad  thota  noUa  reaoltttiMM  in  farav  oC  Hbarty,)  hath  agad 
aaaii  and  kme,  anight  thair  wajr  ea  eratohaik  Littia  ehildrao>  tiiad 
with  trai«ling,  crying  to  their  oMthari  for  braadt  whieh  ti^y  had 
sat  to  give  them,  sunk  from  exhatisttoa  iato  ettUneas  and  eliMiha*; 
while  the  mothers  could  only  shed  tears  of  sorrow  and  comjiassjon, 
tin  in  sleep  they  forgot  tljeir  grief  and  cares.  Several  of  the  iin- 
liappy  suiierers  died  in  the  wildprnn<;s,  others  were  taken  sick  tVoin 
excessive  1  itiirue,  and  expired  soon  alter  reaching  the  settlement.  A 
widow  Willi  a  mndaroaa  (tmiiy  ni children,  whose  husband  had  been 
aiaio  in  the  war,  endarad  inexpressible  hardships.  One  child  died, 
and  she  buried  it  as  she  eould  heaaath  a  hemlock  probably  to  be 
disiaterrad  (rom  its  vhaUow  coTaring*  and  be  daveared  by  wdmu* 

Wherever  the  newa  eitoaded  of  this  outrage,  not  oa  tbeWyoauag 
aettlera  alone*  hul  m  the  eoauaaa  rights  of  hnaMity  and  justice, 

•  It  w  pmlHiUd  that  the  o«tenpiHle  rramn  for  compcllinj*  the  rxilfs  to  thia  route,  the  fr«r 
leal  lliciroUi  and  ku  d  fnrrulri  at  h>troU(Isl)iipT  siiouUl  alibrii  tUom  uiil,  was  nut  nitUoui 
weight.  Eaqiiiro  Eii»iia  Ikuiliiig  wuk  oni;  of  tlio  exiles,  lie  fl^e,  U  wsl*  a  mIcuiu  scene  i 
paresti,  UiMr  chiUna  crjring  fin  hwg<  i— MgvU  mm  on  etntgl^t  all  «if«l  femfd  M 
•natd  foiet  al  oiif  heel*.  Tbe£nAn%it  weeaeaaped«tCapoaee;llMMeoiid,i4Cobli^<; 
ths  third,  at  Little  Meadow,  m  called.  Cold,  bunfiy  mmI  dnaebed  with  nio,  tike  poor  i«%> 
■MO  and  ehihlMn  aoEeri^g  inadk.  The  kmth  aigh^  at  LaduMnwk }  tth,  at  Bhwwif' 
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feelings  of  indication  were  awakened  and  expressed,  too  emphatic 
to  be  disregarded.  In  no  part  of  the  Union  were  the  sympathies  of 
the  people  more  generously  aroused  than  among  the  just  and  good 
people  of  Pennsylvania.  The  inlluence  brought  to  bear  on  the 
Governincnt,  produced  the  instant  dismissal  of  the  troops ;  and  Cap- 
tains Shrawder  and  Christie  wm  ordered,  on  the  13tiiof  June,  to 
discharge  their  reepective  eo«i|Ninlw.  Justice  Patterson  forthwith* 
by  his  own  asthorlty,  re-enliited  for  the  land-claioMntSy  rnbout  ooa* 
baif  of  the  imtt  dwpentte*  alrea^ly  in  tbeir  iateresl,  m  whom  he 
CQold  vely,  and  aet  at  oiie«  the  aelllers  and  the  CooMMiwealtii  «t 
iaiaaM  Henry  Antist  Sheriff  d  NortbomberiaiHi^  on  teaming  the 
diaordert  that  piwraiM,  haatened  to  Wyooo^g  lo  raalnieb  if  paw^htwj 
the  reign  of  ]aw«  Messengers  ware  despatched  aAer  the  eKiles*  wtk 
tnvftations  to  return,  and  promises  of  protection.  Gladdened  by 
these  cheerincf  tidings  the  settlers  relumed,  n-aisted  by  the  never- 
failing  benevolence  of  the  people  of  New  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania, 
along  the  Delaware ;  but  on  their  arrival,  they  found  that  Sheriff 
Ant  is  was  powerless  against  the  illegal  and  desperate  forces  of  Pat- 
terson. No  homes  opened  their  doors  to  receive  them,  for  their 
fimas  were  in  the  possession  of  others.  Thus  sitaated  they  eacamimd 
among  the  clefts  of  the  rocks  on  the  eastern  nunintains,  where  a  onve 
was  strengthened  Ibr  their  head-qnarters,  and  reoeived  the  nnme  of 
**  Fort  Lillo-pe."  Justice  F^tteraont  unbroken  in  spirit  and  inflawied 
to  the  most  Tengefol  resentment  by  the  return  of  the  fagitives,  aeoc 
a  flag  of  truce»  and  oflimd  to  those  who  bad  resided  in  Witheabaim, 
leave  to  retvm  to  their  habitations  in  town,  proniisinf  them  pioiee* 
thm.  Clereral  men,  who  placed  eoniidenee  enough  in  his  homMr  to 
visit  the  place,  were  seized,  lied  up  and  cruelly  beaten  with  iron 
ramrods.  Capt.  Jabez  Fish,  of  Wilkesbarre,  and  Mr.  J<>lin  Gore,  of 
Kingston,  were  two  who  thus  suffered.  Sheriff  Antis  hc\n^z  ^  t  .U 
defiance  by  the  now  lawless  garrison,  returned  to  Northtimberlaiid, 
inculcating  patience,  and  promising  early  assistance  lo  the  people. 
Tired  of  their  comfortless  residenoey  Fort  Lillope,  which  had  been 

grove ;  tixtb,  At  Shtlioh ;  on  the  wmiith,  arrivwi  it  the  D«Uware,  where  the  people  A*- 
peieiit,  loiiie  gnlng  op  end  eome  down  the  rifor.  I  kept  en  eee^  end  when  I  |»ot  t»  the  tuf 

of  St  (Hijum  mountain,  I  looked  back  with  thfo  thottght:  shall  I  ab«n«Ion  Wyonvini:  for- 
evrr  ?  The  reply  was,  No'  oh  no!  There  lie  your  munh>red  brothers  aiul  friencl!».  Hear 
to  mo  art  tfiou,  tliough  a  latul  of  atJUclion.  P>ory  way  Kicked  tjlooiny,  rxcept  t*)wari]»  Wj- 
oming.  Poor,  ragged  and  diMrettsed  as  1  was,  I  had  youth,  heaitb,  and  felt  tU&l  my  heart 
WM  whole.  So  I  turned  beok  lo  defend  or  die.'* 


BISTOAY  OF  WTOMIlfO.  Mr 

occupied  since  the  30th  of  May,  was  abandoned  on  the  J^d  of  July, 
and  the  Yankees  removed  to  Kiogsiony  taking  up  their  quarters  at 
Abraham's  (now  Tnltie^)  Greek. 

In  tbe  mean  time  a  company  of  thirty  young  men  hail  asaooimtad 
ID  defend  the  settiersy  and  aaeora  the  npHung  harvests*  Avoiedv 
ud  pgepered  tot  labour  or  war,  on  the  SOth  of  Jniy  they  vera 
marahing  from  Kingston  to  Shawney,  when  oo  Rosa's  HUl  they  mat 
a  larger  party  of  Patterson's  new  leviest  who  opened  a  fire  apon  the 
Yankees,  by  whieh  EHsha  Garrett  and  Chester  Pieroe  were  slain. 
The  former  fell  dead  on  tlie  spot ;  the  latter  lingered  until  the  next 
niornins:,  when  he  expired.  The  Yankees  promptly  returned  the  fire, 
by  which  several  of  Patterson's  men  were  wounded;  Henry  Dnnk 
and  Wiihchuus  Van  Gordon  being  left  on  the  field,  and  another 
returned  to  the  ibrt,  his  broken  arm  swinging  in  his  sleeve*  Both 
Pierce  and  Garratt  were  highiy  esteemed  for  their  virtues,  and 
belo^  lor  their  open,  frank  and  nmnly  spirit.  In  the  bloom  of 
yoBtb»  manhood  opening  open  them  with  its  fiiiraat  promba  of  oae* 
fobiesa  and  honour,  their  ontimaly  death  abronded  the  whole  settle* 
ment  in  gloom.  Cheater  Pierce  was  the  son  of  the  good  Jostiee^ 
Abel  Pierce,  Esq^  of  whom  we  baye  before  spoken.  They  ware 
buried  amid  deep  execrations  at  the  cruelty  of  Patterson,  which  had 
led  to  this  civil  war,  mingling  with  the  cries  of  woe. 

A  general  rally  of  the  settlers,  able  to  bear  arms,  was  the  conse- 
quence. Forty-fwo  eftectivo  and  twenty  old  men,  mustered  under 
Capt.  John  Franklin  at  Kmgston,  marched  down  on  the  west  side 
of  tlie  river  to  Shawney,  dispossessing  every  Pennsylvania  family, 
(eiKcept  from  humanity  those  of  Brink  and  Van  Gordon,  who  lay 
wonmM>)  Franklin  then  croased  over  to  Nanticoke,  and  marched 
«p,  turning  oat  erery  settler  that  did  not  hold  under  tbeCooneetient 
elaim,  driving  them  to  the  Ibrt,  which  was  iaamedialely  surronnded* 
Civil  war  to  blood  now  openly  prevailed.  With  equal  spirit  and 
policy  the  garriaon,  to  disposaess  the  Yankees  of  several  houses  from 
wlilcli  they  were  annoyed,  made  d  surtie  and  set  lire  to  twenty-three 
buildings,  which  were  consumed.  The  fort  mounted  four  pieces  of 
cannon,  the  ancient  four-pounder  and  three  others,  left  by  SulHvan*s 
army,  but  destitute  of  suitable  ammunition.  The  small  arms,  with 
cartridges  provided  for  the  companies  of  Shrewder  and  Christie, 
amounting  to  an  hundred  and  thirty,  were  in  good  condition,  and 
•0brded  the  besieged  party,  consisting  of  more  than  a  hundred  men, 
ample  means  of  resistance.  From  time  to  time,  messengers  arrived 
from  Northumberland,  dissuading  from  hostilities,  and  promisiiig 
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prolMian  bm      mil  aMlkvilMi.  Wdl 
tMlts  linihtliiM  wcm,  they  had  w>  anihorkf  t»> embody  aa 
fone,  witboot  which  their  fireieiiee,  hi  the  eaMting  stale  of 

passions,  would,  they  well  imagined,  prove  wholly  inefficacM 

Having  taken  possession  of  the  grist-mill  at  Mill-Creek,  the  only 

one  in  the  settlement,  the  settlers  kept  it  runnio^  ni^ht  and  day,  lo 

provide  flour  for  tliernb'eivQs  aAd  if kmdst  ib(  Jhilure  emergencies* as 

well  as  tiieir  present  wants. 
Capt.  Joha  Ffanklin  was  eotraeted  with  the  command  of  tha  bop 

wagMg  ibioee)  aad  befoea  iterming  tbe  iatU  9mA  in  tha  fpikammg 


Wtokdm,  July  ^» 

GMitlcM»:-*lA  the  neae  awl  behalf  of  the  iahebHama  af  1km 
pirn,  who  hoM  their  laadi  nader  the  Cenaeetieat  alaif%  umi  w&m 

lately,  without  law,  or  even  the  colour  of  law,  driven  from  their 
possessions  in  a  hostile  and  unconstitutional  manner,  we,  in  ihi!  name 
oi  those  injured  and  incensed  inhabitanis,  dcinand  an  iinmudiatje  sur- 
render of  your  garrison  unto  our  hancis.  together  with  our  po5-cs>;on5 
aad  property^;  whieh»  if  complied  with,  you  shall  be  treated  wUb 
bananity  and  coromiaeratioo«  atharwiaa  the  consequeaoM 
prove  fatal  aad  bloady  to  eteey  persoa  fiiaad  ia  the  garrison. 

We  give  you  two  houre  Ui»  a  deekivo  aaiwar,  aad  anil 
laMatMr.Bailegr'i* 

Sifnedy  Jena  WmtJiMUth 

In  behalf  of  the  iitofod." 

Whatever  might  be  the  faults  committed,  the  garrison,  as  Penn?yU 
vaiiia  soldiers,  never  wanted  courage  to  dare,  or  fortitude  to  ciidurr- 
Tfie  summons  was  received  with  &curii.  A  vigorous,  but  unsuccessful 
attack  was  made  on  the  fort,  several  live*?  were  lost,  both  parlies  beuig 
suderers,  but  the  Yankees  were  compelled  to  retire^  aad  took  ap  their 
isemer  position  above  Forty  Fort. 

Forty  of  the  Penasylvaaia  party,  coaeeraed  ia  the  axpuleioo  of  the 
iiriiabitant^  amang  wbon  were  Jattiee  Aittane»aad  Major  Jaawf 
were  indieted  by  the  Grand  Jury  at  8unbury>  and  Sheriff 
Antis  was  sent  to  Wyoming  to  arrcet  them  i  but  bit  eSNrla  weia 
aaavailing,  as  Fttterson  and  Moore,  secure  behind  their  ramparti^ 
set  him  and  his  authority  at  defiance.*^ 

*  At  a  trial  subrnjupntiy  heltl,  Chief  Juatice  M'Kean  presiding,  the  majcsiy  of  the  Itwf 
Was  nobly  vinilioftled ;  the  fio(«ra,  (wIm^  murliryinf  enotigh,  hvul  been  arreaLpd  by  FrankliA 
and  Swift,  Y«nk«e  leaden,  defNited  by  the  SherUT)  levmly  fined.  The  cbaiye  of  che  Jod(a 
wa«  king  feowmbeied  for  ila  juat  aaoliiMDla,  Ha  deep  fbeUog,  mad  the  impiaiave  msnaar  is 
ahkh  it  waa  dcfivand ;  bol  the  enaa  wera  ne V 
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la  obedience  to  orders  from  the  Sapreme  Executtte  Council, 
Thomas  Hewit,  B0q<,  a  Jostkseof  the  Pea^  aaedbipsnied  by  Jobft 
Bsmif  Oonmer  of  Northomboiaiid  County,  repatred  to  Wyo^ 
mmgf  wifm  they  anmd  on  the  Mti  «f  July.  A  few  dayv  «Dmiw 
mrdt  thfty  tvere  joined  by  Sbarlff  A«iii»  end  JniHoai  Mend  ind 
Mnrtln,  with  dwectioaf»  by -the  iBterpoBlcioB<of  the  aathofihy  of  ilie 
CotmiMinwealth  with  both  pertlee,  to  pet  a  itoptolieetililles.  Bntthe 
Yankees,  having  learned  that  an  armed  force,  partly  collected  in  New 
Jorsey,  were  assemblinjr  at  Larner's,  under  the  command  of  Major 
Moore,  to  reinfurce  Patterson,  had  previously  detached  Capt.  John 
Swift,  a  determined  officer,  with  thirty  picked  men,  to  meet.  dislodgtJ 
and  defeat  them  before  they  could  reach  the  Valley.  It  was  certainly 
nnfortiianle,  for  on  the  2nd  of  Aagost,  the  day  Sheriff  Antts  and  the 
Megietfites  evriTed,  Swif)  met  «n  advanced  party  et  Locust  Hill 
n  battle  emaied»  Jacob  fiverattt  one  of  Meore'a  men,  mm  kiHei»  and 
•everal  others  wowided  on  each  side»  when  both  pirtMi  fotiecdy 
Mieere  Id  Bastoii,  end  Swift  to  his  poet  m  Kingelen*  in  thk  biilKMie 
tke  Vedkiea  wove  ehai^ged  with  m  unprovoked  tndiHer,  at  the  nnHi 
attacked  were  in  Northampton  County,  and  had  not  participated 
in  the  disturbances  at  Wyoming.  It  was  defended  a?  ;i  moa'^ure  of 
absolute  necessity  and  justifiable  ?clf  defence,  the  destination  and 
object  of  the  troops  beinz  perfectly  understood,  and  their  commander 
being  Major  Moore,  the  active  oppressor  of  the  settlers,  and  conii* 
dential  coadjutor  of  Patterson.  It  aflerwtfdfe  appeared  that  Moore's 
eompeny  wee  <he  adennced  .guard  of  a  larger  liivce,  raiBad<by  •evder 
#f  i!be  Supreme  BieeutvfeCeuncHy  end  pineed  luiderihe  eommnd 
ofCoL  ilohn  Armttrong,  BecfMry,  and  the  Hon^MmlDoyd^'awienh 
bnf  of  the*  Cdnneilt  who  were  iti^MAolBd'Cbniniaiionert  io  raMwe'ilie 
reifn  ef  law  nod  order  in  the  dlattirbed  dwiHor.  Three  hendred 
Infantry,  and  fifteen  lij:^ht  dragoons,  were  ordered  to  be  raised  from 
the  miiUiu  of  Northainpton,  and  plaeed  at  their  disposaLf 

*  Loeoit  rid(»  wm  oa  tb»  old  8«llhr«B  nodi,  netr  tiw  Muth  Imnk  of  the  Lehi,  three  or 
four  nilM  <att  oT  Stodtrtiviile. 

t  TIm  Yankees  affirm  that  Logto,  a  mulatto,  aoder  Patt«MOQ,  with  a  oonpany  «f 
Urift/ mm,  Tiitail  on  the  Ddawan.  A  nidooU  loiigspokAaf  Ii«gan:<* 

The  90tli  of  SepCenibor, 
Wo  owrohail  the  rebel  n«lftt 

From  Easton  to  Wyoming, 
To  Jrive  the  Yankees  out. 

The  weary  ilttga  and  saTago  beaetn 
Would  ratlur  ateol  than  show  their  foM. 
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In  introducing  a  gentleman  of  so  much  eminence  ns  Col.  Arm^troo^ 
upon  the  scene  of  action,  a  few  words  illustrative  of  ius  cliaracter 
may  not  be  deemed  inappropriate. — Col.  Armstrong  was  then  nmosl 
distinctly  known  aa  the  author  of  the  Newberg  Letters  to  the  axmy* 
written  witha  power  and  eloquence  raiely  equalled,  if  ever  surpaMed, 
Md  which  it  required  the  whole  force  of  Waihington's  influeaoe  to 
diwrm  of  iti  ea? enomed  poieoii>  Tiwvgh  pasaed  bf  with  nwrM 
mgleot  by  Washlog(OD»  suooeediog  F^dents,  deemiog  that  hie 
takalB  ndght  ba  reodered  ■errioeable  to  the  oooDtry,  called  luai  iaia 
pablic        and  he  was  successively  appointed  to  the  aCatkma  af 
Minister  to  Madrid,  then  to  France,  aad  afiei  wards,  during  the  last 
contest  willi  Great  Britain,  to  that  of  Secretary  of  War.  In  wliaiov  er 
station  placed,  his  style,  furnied  on  the  model  of  Junius,  equally  ter§e. 
vigorous,  and  epigramatic,  attracted  universal  attention,  and  wrung 
even  from  his  enemies  unwilling  applause.    "  To  appeal  to  the  Laws 
of  Nations/*  said  he  to  Napoleon^   is  literally  to  appeal  to  the  dead." 
In  hia  incendiary  letter  to  the  army,  he  thus  speaks — Can  joa  ooe* 
mat  to  ba  Ibe  only  aufieren  by  thia  revolution»  and  retirii^  from  the 
fieldi  grow  old  in  povertyt  wretcbednesa  and  contempt  f  Can  yoa 
oonaeat  to  wade  through  the  vile  mire  of  despondency,  and  owa  the 
miaerable  remnant  of  that  life  to  charity,  which  has  hitherto  been 
spent  in  honour  ?  If  you  can,  go,  and  carry  with  you  the  jest  of  torics, 
and  the  scorn  of  whigs — the  ridicule,  and  what  is  worse,  the  pity  of 
the  world. — Go,  stauvi^,  and  be  porootten!" 

But  in  style  alone  was  his  vigour  displayed.  As  Secretary  at 
War,  the  duty  of  providing  for  the  defence  of  Washington  devolved 
eapeeially  on  him ;  and  with  its  capture  he  ioat»  with  his  friends,  all 
that  was  desirable  of  popularity,  and  all  that  was  esthnabla  in  eoa* 
fideaoes  whila  his  aaemiesp  and  he  had  many>  in  the  bttCemeas  of 
thair  anoration,  quoting  tba  line  of  HooMr,  Thoa  dog  ia  ferafaetti 
but  a  deer  in  heart,"  insisted  it  was  only  that  the  lion  akia  was 
removadt  and  the  man  aiposed  in  his  trua  character.  From  1813 

W«  hiitod  aU  alRooiig'f, 

Oar  fiNtet  to  leview; 
Oar  eUcf  commander  Looan 
Eneooragcd  thus  his  crew — 

"  Bmve  lads  he  cried,  who  steak  the  moot, 
Be  ihan  obtain  the  higheat  poet" 

Piejodiee  ftMAj  dipiifiad  aemnt  cf  Pelteneii,  or  Yen  Campen,  with  the  ttUe  of  « 
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Im  lived  «t  hit  mt  on  the  Bi&imm,  in  afliieiit  nagMi 
when  at  past  the  age  of  eiglity  years  bis  career  was  ckised  in  deatlii 
Bome  slight  bitterness  may  seem  to  be  infbsed  into  this  slteCch,  his 

conduct  at  Wyoaiiug  will  b<'  fourul  to  have  richly  deserved  it. 

Previous  to  the  arrival  of  Col.  Armstrong,  negotiations  had  been 
opened  by  the  magistrate?,  ^vith  both  tlie  contending  parties.  The 
letters  which  passed;  their  communication  to  the  President  of  Coun- 
cil, and  their  report  to  Merars.  Boyd  and  Armstrong,  are  regarded 
of  great  importance,  as  they  show»  offieially  and  incontestibly.  that 
the  Wyoming  people  were  the  snfiering  party  i  willing  to  pay  obe- 
dieoot  to  the  laws;  bat  driven  to  arms  by  nnendurable  oppression. 

**  Wyoming,  5th  of  August,  1784. 

Gentlemen : — ^In  obedience  to  our  instruction  from  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  we  have  repaired 
to  this  place,  and  find  two  distinct  parties  in  actual  hostilities. 

Therefore,  in  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  we  command  you,  and 

that  wiihout  delay,  to  deliver  to  us  the  arms  of  your  party,  and  such 
a  number  of  your  men  as  we  shall  think  proper,  to  put  in  charge  of 
the  High  Sheriff  until  the  pleasure  of  the  Chief  Justice  is  known, 
ari(J  those  that  remain  to  be  bound  to  the  peace  and  good  behaviour 
in  sufficient  security. 

We  are,  etc.  Tbomas  Hnwir, 

David  Mbao^ 
*  RowBT  f/Uaxm/* 

Messrs.  PtamBBAs  Jhaaca, 
GiwsSiiOcuii, 
JoBif  Swift. 

^  N.  B.-— The  Connecticnt  party  dispersed  in  our  presence.'' 

WTOHino,  August  5th,  1784. 

**  Gentlemen  i^— We  received  yours  of  the  present  date  as  magis* 
trates,  and  as  such  we  revere  you  in  your  exalted  sphere ;  and  as 
you  have,  in  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  made 
a  demand  of  onr  arms,  declare  our  promptitade  to  comply  with  yoar 
requisition,  and  we  shall  rely,  gentlemen,  upon  yonr  honours,  that 
we  shall  have  the  benefit  of  the  laws  of  this  State,  in  all  respects,  for 
the  future ;  at  the  same  time  lamenting  the  neglect  of  the  law  in 
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times  past,  which  iias  been  the  occasion  of  ail  the  hostilities  we  are 
charged  with. 

Gentlemeii,  we  ttre,  with  respect,  etc. 

JoitK  TtLMMKUMt 

John  Swifti 
GnjM  Slocdm, 

PmtfBHAS  PiB&CB. 

Thomas  Hhwh*,  ) 
Roman  Mawwui,  ) 

WfVMM,  5th  August,  178«. 

**  Gentlemen': — In  consequence  of  our  instructions  from  the  Su- 
preme Executive  Council  of  ihe  Statr  of  Pennsylvania,  we  have 
demanded  of  the  Connecticut  party  their  arms,  and  such  a  number 
of  their  men  as  we  think  proper  to  put  in  charge  of  the  High  Sheriff 
of  the  counly,  until  the  pleasure  of  the  Chief  Justice  is  knowB»  and 
thoee  that  remain  to  be  bound  to  the  peace  and  good  behaviour,  in 
sufficient  security,  which  they  ha^e  complied  with.  Tberefbra,  m 
the  name  of  the  Commonwealth,  we  demand  the  same  4>f  you  and 
your  party;  also  the  delivery  to  us  of  all  the  Stale  propert^b  and 
your  flag  lo  be  taken  down. 

**  We  are,  etc.  Thomas  IIewit, 

RoBimT  Martut, 
David  Mbao. 

"  Messrs.  Alexander  Patterson, 
BInckall  W.  Ball,  Samuel 
Keed,  Andrew  Henderson*" 

"  WvoMmo,  August  6th,  17S4. 

"  GentleoieQ  : — lo  obedience  to  the  instructions  of  Council,  of  the 
24th  of  July,  we  repaired  to  this  place,  and  found  the  PennsyWsuita 
and  Connecticut  parties  in  aMilual  hostilities,  and  yesterdaymade  a 
demand  of  the  Connecticut  party,  of  a  surrender  of  their  arms»  and 
sabmission  to  the  laws  of  tbi8'State,toAtcA  ihey  complied  wiih ;  refer- 
ence beihg  had  to  the  endloeed  papers,  yfe  also  made  a  demand  of 
the  same  nature,  of  the  party  in  the  garrison,  but  have  received  no 
dhieot,  but  an  evasive  answer,  tft  (he  seme  time  expressing  fear  of 
their  lives  ;  in  reply  to  which,  they  were  promised  protection,  agree- 
ably to  law,  in  every  respect :  but  still  hold  the  garrison,  and  have 
not  disuersed.   We  believe  that  a  due  execution  of  the  laws  will  be 
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tiwBkost  effectual  metM  to  quiet  the  OMMHtry;  u  t«  the  fweteiMM 
tJtlei  of  the  ConaecticQt  purty  we  have  notliing  to  li»r,  aa^  M  csa- 
VMfiMl  Ito  M  «k  aoe  ft«ea  Clraa^  Me  end  and  irr^^ar  emduct 
Iff  mw  people^  the  peace  might  ham  been  etiabliAed  Ung  moBi  amd 
iKe  dignity  of  this  Qovernment  supported* 

**  Wt;  are,  etc  Thomas  Hewtp, 

ROBBRT  MaBTUC* 

Dayi©  Mb40. 

**Jlis  Excellency  the  President  and  Mem- 
bers of  the  Supfeone  Executive  Coui^ 
cil  of  Peooeylvaaia.  Pr.  Expreas.*' 

"  Wyo3iixo,  August  7th,  1784. 
**  Geotkmcn : — We  are  sorry  to  have  occasion  to  write  to  you  oa 
ao  disagreeable  a  subject  as  the  hostilities  of  this  place.  We  haTO 
dispersed  the  ConnecticQt  party;  hut  our  own  people  toe  cannot  Yeik 
terday*  when  we  despatched  a  message  to  Council,  we  had  some 
expectation  of  introducing  the  laws  of  Government  here ;  but  this 
day,  when  a  civil  officer  attempted  the  service  of  legal  process  on 
persons  in  the  garrison,  admission  and  service  was  denied ;  the  pro- 
per depositions  of  which  we  have  taken,  in  order  to  transmit  to  the 
Cliicf  Justice :  Therefore,  we  think  it  our  indispensable  duty  to 
request  you  to  come  forward  with  the  miiuia,  with  as  much  despatch 
as  possible* 

We  are,  gentlemeni  etc. 

David  Mead, 
Robert  Martin. 

John  Boyd,  )  »     .  « 

*'  Wc  arc  convinced,"  savthe  commissioners,  "  that  had  it  not  been 
through  the  crukl  and  irregular  conduct  of  our  people^  the  peace 
might  have  heen  establishrd  long  since,  and  the  dignity  of  this  Govern- 
ment supporicd/*  And  this  representation  derives  weight  from  the 
fact  that  David  Mead,  Esq.,  was  one  of  the  illegally  elected  Justices, 
and  for  a  year  the  coadjutor  of  Justice  Patterson.  His  better  judg- 
ment, and  moral  sensibility,  shocked  at  the  wrongs  perpetrated  on 
the  settlers,  led  him  to  this  official  declaratioo. 

Again,  ''we  have  dispersed  the  Connecticut  party,  our  people  we 
cannot/*  Being  set  at  defiance;  their  messenger  to  the  fort  told, 
that  "  Capt.  Patterson  desired  him  to  go  home  about  his  business,  if 
any  he  had/' — and  bid  him  begone,  begone  immediately:'*  the  corn- 
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iiMoMn  wroteto  iirg0  the  nmih  of  Ik>yd  aa^ 

iIm  rifrsctory  Fenoiylnuiiaiiii 

Upon  the  refusal  of  Patterson  to  yield  obedience,  theeonMnMiNMni 
)>erinitted  the  Connecticut  pooplt  to  resume  their  arms  for  aelf  dcCeacet 
and  they  immediately  concentrated  their  forces  at  their  former  post, 
on  Abraham  8  Creek,  where  they  waited,  rr  U\r  as  brave  men  may 
ever  be  said  to  do  so,  with  ffj;ir  and  treinbliDf:,  the  arrival  of  Cn!s. 
Armstrong  and  Boyd.  Having  assembled  a  lorce  of  four  hundred 
men,  those  gentlemen  marched  from  LAnier's  on  the  6tb,  and  on  the 
8th  of  August*  arrived  at  Wyoming.  A  prodamstion  was  kmiiedi* 
ately  issuod,  declaring  that  they  came  ia  the  name  of  the  oemmoo- 
wealth,  as  commissioners  of  peace,  to  repress  violenee  from  whatever 
qvarter,  to  establish  order,  and  restore  the  reign  of  law;  deoianding 
an  immediate  cessation  of  hosttlities,  and  the  surrender  of  their  arms 
by  both  parties,  promising  impartial  justice  and  protection.  A  coit 
fiMrence  baring  been  opetied  with  the  Connecticut  party,  serkms  ddabts 
and  mise^iv!n<r8  existed  in  the  breasts  of  several  of  the  Yankee leadenr, 
w^ho  had  so  i'ar  experienced,  as  they  said,  **  nothing  but  oppression 
and  treachery;"  but  Col.  Armstrong  pledged  his  faith  as  a  soldier, 
and  his  honour  as  a  gentleman,  that  Patterson's  party  should  a!-o  l>e 
disarmed,  and  eqnal  protection  should  be  extended  to  alL  They  pa- 
raded, were  ordered  to  "ground  arms*'t — they  were  then  commanded 
—-"right  about — march  ten  steps — halt — right  about  1"  which  they 
obeyed;  when  Col.  Armstrong  ordered  his  men  to  advance  and  tain 
up  the  grounded  arms.  Thus  far  was  according  to  their  expectations ; 
but  their  surprise  was  merged  in  bitterest  mortification,  when  CoL 
Armstrong  gave  rapid  orders,  as  rapidly  obeyed,  to  surround  the  dis- 
armed settlers,  and  make  them  all  prisoners  seaistaace  was  min, 

*  Chapman  taji  th«  lAh.  Col. FniikRii*»|ooima}  is  precbe  m  to  tliii  and  twentf  roccoeJif 
ikiMj  menttoning  also  lb«  daj  of  Ihc  week.  H«  Iim  it-~"  Suodftj  8^  Cd^  ArsMlioBg;  ■ad 
E«(|.  Boyd  witli  four  hundred  Nortliainpton  nulitia  nrrinKl  hoie. 

Tuos.  10.  Lay  down  our  arms  to  Col.  A  nnstronfr.  an  J  Eaq.  B<l!yd|  after  having  givtn  vt 
ev»'ry  oii^a^oinont  that  no  aiKant.ii;r  hiiould  lx>  tukrn,*'  &.C. 

t  Eltslia  Hardin<T  in  his  letter  to  the  author  says,  "Col.  Armstrong  came  with  bis  rrgi- 
inent,  and  with  great  parade  enleicd  liie  fort,  and  then  wrote  to  CoL  Franklin  stating  tlMk 
he  bad  orders  from  the  Governor  to  march  to  Wyoming  Co  stop  the  eflusion  of  blood;  that 
be  bad  heard  the  Yankees  Iiad  laid  down  tlidr  anns  to  tho  Sberifl*,  in  submission  to  the 
law ;  l)Ut  in  order  thai  he  could  assure  (!io  Governor  he  had  seen  it,  desired  Co(.  FrankKn 
would  parade  his  tuon,  and  again  lay  down  flu-ir  arms,  phnlging  his  honour  and  the  honour 
of  the  slate,  that  they  sliould  not  Itc  detsinetl  more  than  an  hour,  and  that  no  advantage 
should  he  taken  of  their  anbmisdon.**  The  rest  is  known.  I  suppress  the  terms  of  iuJtgua- 
tion  imA  at  the  lieaebery.  The  name  of  Brandt  wae  icaicelj  mm  fxtatlM  bjr  all  cto 
•Mkntgcople. 
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iml  «icipi  hnpriffwr  Nol  a  mnikM  was  tikin  fimn  PaAlanoa^s 
ibmi,  but  they  beheld  tbe  sneceftful  treaehery.of  Col.  Annetmg 

wNb  unrestrained  delight,  and  taunting  exultation.  A  soldter's  faith 
should  be  unsullied  as  the  judicial  ermine — the  pledged  lionour  oi 
a  gentleman,  more  sacred  than  life.  Both  were  basely  violated,  and 
language  \^  too  poor  to  paint  in  proper  colours  the  detestable  deed.* 
Bound  viiih  cords,  the  thirty  who  had  been  with  Swift  at  Locust 
Hill  were  Umwa  inlo  the  guard  house,  charged  arilh  murder,  and 
ovdefi  to  put  to  death  ieetaatly*  any  man  who  should  at- 

tempt to  etcapat  Had  net  civil  mftepea  war»prmiled  1  Had  not 
blood  beeo  ehed  and  lives  beeo  loett  If  self  defence  jiMtifisd  bee- 
tUities,  and  did  it  not?  is  there  any  maxim  in  military  afiairs  better 
establisbed*  than  that  yon  are*  warrantable  in  attaeking  an  eaeny 
concentrating  on  your  frontiers,  to  invade  you,  before  his  reinforce- 
ineiils  come  up  The  expedition,  then,  of  Swift,  to  Locust  II ill, 
however  deeply  to  be  deplored,  was  justified  on  the  plea  of  necessity 
and  self  defence.  The  thirty  men,  ns  soon  as  irons  could  be  pro- 
vided, were  marched  to  Easton,  under  a  strong  guard  and  committed 
ta  prisoo.];  Fprty-six  others  were  boond  and  confined,  part  in  an 

*  RMiioto  and  ofaMatB  u  AfiMtfong  may  have  ngaided  the  aeene  «f  ttmehery,  and  hem- 
•w  jtyoiiridegahh  thfMtktm^  tha  tnnmcHno  wm  mm  broiled  almnd,  end  eddlof  infemj 

Ip  ttie  ignominy  of  his  Newbei;g  LeUen,  tended  long  to  exile  him,  fioe     wtS  Irfi  nitm^, 

and  considi  r  iMi'  as  werp  his  talents,  from  public  confidence  an-i  emplovrnenta. 
"  I  will  rcin&rk  that  the  Noitbamptoo  militia,  in  f^nera),  appeared  to  be  humane." 

FRANKLIN. 

f  Theaceoniit  0ffm  eT  lUa  albir  by  Eliihe  B«fdh«  Em^  aa  miatU  and  iniaiwliiif. 
"  Wheo  the  Yankaaa  ware  maiehed  to  the  fort  from  Uie  pboe  wheio  they  laid  down  their  anna 

(a  ini!*>  Iwlow  the  bridge,  on  the  Carey  Town  road,  near  the  new  while  house  of  M'Cleaia, 
( 1813  ]  )  Armstron:T  ■^nf  on  liorsrback  i:i  imposing  statP,  nnd  nnlorRiI  llic  roll  of  the  prisoners 
to  l»c  c.illnl.  Ab  n  name  was  spokrn  that  waa  at  Locust  Rid^e — lie  nodded  towards  Gilei 
Slocum's  iiouae,  whither  the  man  wiu  scat.  When  one  waa  called,  not  at  the  Ridge,  ho 
nodded,  like  another  Jove,  towaida  CoL  BuUer'e,  whither  the  man  waa  sent,  and  so  on  until 
all  wew  called  off  and  aeparated.  Thosedeattned  for  Eaatoo  weietraatad  with  great  aaierity, 
bang  depdved  of  any  food  for  iwenty-foar  boon.  When  the  iiana  worn  ready,  Ibey  wain 
hand  cufled  in  pairs,  right  and  left,  a  long  tope  tied  to  tlie  irooa,  and  that  fastened  to  two 
sfililicrs,  who  marcht-d  next ;  thrn  eamo  two  more  prisoners,  and  a  pair  of  soldiers;  thus  a 
very  long  column  was  f>>rmrd,  all  fa^trned  togi  llior,  llankcd  by  a  titronji  ^uard,  with  havonets 
fixed.  Going  up  the  muunlain,  su'ne  hung  b^ck,  and  impeded  lite  luitrchj  soom:  contrived 
lo  looaen  their  hands,  and  cut  tba  conla.  Tbraala  of  instant  death  dad  bnt  incieaaa  the  nda* 
chief.  Mi^  Abhot  and  Watennan  Baldwin  eacaped  at  Larner'a.  Wn.  Rosa»  by  anpeiioc 
activity,  took  leave  from  Beller'a.  The  rest  worn  lodged  in  prison;  oar  albwance  bdog  n 
pound  of  bread  with  water  a  day.  But  there  wa;*  an  old  gentleman  of  Kaston,  who  every 
Fritlav  i^nt  iw  a  dinner  pornl  cnou;;b  for  hicmi  w  ho  wi  re  well  fed.  He  has  N  t  ii  long  dead, 
but  his  memory  will  live  with  me  while  I  have  life.  Ilii>  mum  wa*  Michael.  tiAKr,  an  Is- 
raelite. This  meal  did  but  give  tis  an  appetite  for  more  j  so  we  concluded  to  iMeak  up  house 
keeping,  and  aeek  bitter  qnazteni**— Ac 
t  **Avg,  14  The  Loewt  BiO  jiarty  being  eonplad  two  and  two  in  iramy  and  ill  bBOid 
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oat4ioite  of  Col.  Bader;  part  In  the  M  boose  (s^  tfendBigt)  oa 
Bink  0tmt  Among  the  letter  were  Jehoieda  Pitt  Johnson,  (flither 
of  the  preieirt  Attorney-General  of  FsnnsyWania,)  end  Lieat  John 

JenkiDs. — Their  hands  were  tied  behind  them.  Turning  heck  to 
hack^  some  of  the  prisoners  were  fortunate  enough  to  loose  the  bands 
of  their  felJows,  who  proceeded  to  untie  the  rest.  Lieut.  Jenkins, 
"with  characteristic  spirit,  swore  by  the  God  who  made  him  his  hands 
should  never  be  untied  if  they  rotted  off,  iinleSvS  by  the  very  man  w  ho 
kad  bound  him.  The  day  following  his  wrists  being  so  swollen,  as 
nearly  to  bury  the  cord,  the  man  was  sent,  and  he  was  released. 
Justicei  Martin  and  Mead,  having  full  confidence  in  Messrs.  Franklin, 
Pieree,  and  Bkienm,  with  wftieni  tfaey  had  previoasiy  negotiated, 
wfanitled  them  end  Mr*  Johnson  to  bail,  bindtng  them  to  attend  the 
nest  court  to  be  holden  at  Sonbory. 

On  Thursday,  the  19th,  the  reoMittttng  forty-two  prieonen  ftere 
again  bound,  and  sent  under  e  strong  detechmenf  of  men  to  North* 
wnberland  jail,  two  of  whom  nmde  their  escape  by  the  way,  and 
four  after  arriving  at  Sunbury.  Thus  sixty-six  men  of  the  Coneeeti- 
cut  party  were  in  prison,  it  being  apparent  that  Col.  Armstrong  was 
'icting  under  the  influence  of  the  landholders,  in  die  same  line  of  policy 
with  Justice  Patterson,  namely,  to  dispossess  by  fraud  and  force  the 
i;etllers  from  the  beautiful,  and,  from  the  long  and  bloody  contests  for 
them,  the  inappreciably  rich  and  lovely  Wyoming  alluvial  lands,  her 
fertile  meadows,  and  extensive  plains.  The  conquest  seemed  to  he 
eomplete  ;*  the  work  e&etnally  done  3  the  pecifieatkm  of  the  YaUey 

together  with  ropes,  were  sent  to  Eatton  under  guan!.  As  t'lfv  wore  marchini^  off" Mr.  Se- 
cretary Anustroiig  gave  orden  to  the  guard,  that  if  anj  one  prisoner  attempted  to  make  hit 
■Hsape,  to  put  Am  utoto  immadii^y  to  devth,  and  Hut  GcveraoMht  would  iodemnifj  them 
fiirwdoiflg.* 

"  Augmt  19.  Forty-two  tlthun  were  boond  together  with  fopct,  in  ft  tetm,  ftnd  lenl  mder 

a  military  gtiard  to  Sunbury  goal.  The  Sheriff  of  the  County  proposed  to  takedluiT^  of 
the  wliolc  that  were  to  be  sent  ti)  Sunbury,  before  they  left  Wyoniin(»,  and  to  he  accmtrtfah'^ 
f&r  Ihcm  all,  bul  could  not  be  pcrmitttd.  in  a  word,  during  ihc  conlincraent  of  the  prisoners 
at  Wyoming,  they  ware  treatad  in  a  miMl  eraei  and  barhorous  manner,— soflered  with  hunger 
^-«im1  Miflbaalediiiaiiaiineiiiprinn,lbr  the  wantof  fittahair;  and  inaoMad  bf  a  bttditti 
of  laflaaa— 4he  prisoners  were  not  crao  snfiered  to  go  out  of  their  houfo  to  peiftfm  their  BMl 
aiaaaiaij  occaaikwi  for  tlwaaaa  of  natina,  for  tha  tana  of  oioa  dajra.** 

FRANKUXir. 

[Oil !  this  was  but  one  degree  less  horrible  than  the  Black  Hole  at  Calcutta.] 

•  A  letter  to  the  author,  dated  Hartford,  Con.,  Juiie  3d,  1815,  saya— "  A  frwdaya  stncei,  a 
gentlecnan  of  this  dtj  (Joseph  Morgan  Esq.,)  furnished  ine  with  an  original  Utter  wl^dl 
Rblaa  to  Wjoning,  and  whidi  ha  thought  might  ba  of  aervMe  to  you,  if  jour  work  had 
mil  fonato  pMM.  It  «raa  pmanlad  to  bin  John  Potter,  Eiq.  of  Canlia  Cbanqr,  tha 
gtrndaaaof  uoaoftbapnaowtowhomitfiaaaddiaawd.  Tha  anpencription  of  lha  bctor 
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•CQomplblied;  and  tenants  of  the  PleiiQfylvaQW  claimants  took  pot- 
aeision  of  the  empty  dwelli^gi ;  the  ooly  difficalty  that  remainedt  was 
how  to  get  rid  of  the  wives  and  children  of  those  in  jail,  and  of  the 

widows  and  orphans  whose  husbaads  aad  fathers  slept  beneath  tlie  sod* 

ii  M  fbOowi.  '*T1m  Honoonble  Oen.  Jmm  Potter,  tnd  Coi  WUIiaiB  Mootgomery,  Cs^rt. 
Membw  of  CmtocU  of  OenMi^  PhUBdd|ihia,-*huii]  by  Mr.  JohnMrn.**-^ 

Tim  ftfK  it  fnm  iIm  pm  of  Robert  Maitin,  Bi|.,«m  ofllw  Pennsylvania  Jottices,  wrt 

by  the  {^▼emroent  to  restore  order  at  Wyoming.    A  peraon  so  eminent  aa  Coi.  Armstrong, 

bein^f  ilcofilv  im  plica  tod  hy  our  narralivp,  lh<»  litter  is  dftrned  of^reat  illl|M<tai)Ce,  fuUj  tua* 
iauimg  OA  U.  (iocs  the  i.acu  wo  limi  derived  Irom  oilier  source*. 

Wyomino,  14th  August,  1784. 

I  bag  leave  to  give  you  a  detail  of  mattera  at  UlM  place.  I  must  con  Tops  I  tun  much  iBmiP", 
pointed  as  to  the  conduct  of  the  Commissioners,  to  wit,  Captain  Boyd  and  Col.  Armstrong. 
Esquire  Mfad  nnd  mvwlf  repaired  to  this  plnce,  in  oWienci'  to  our  instructions  from  Coun- 
cil, a  copy  of  which  ho]>e  you  will  call  on  Council  tor,  and  peru&e,  whereby  you'll  find  we  are 
r^uired  by  every  legal  means  in  uur  puwer  to  investigate  matters  and  to  proceed  impartially, 
in  ordBr  th«t  offendem  of  every  deieripUon  may  be  brought  to  joatiee.  At  oar  irrtval  wo 
frand  tliat  both  the  PemMflvuiAuiil  Cooneetieat  partice  had  aetaally  proeeeded  to  hostilities 
which  we  are  well  owured  began  five  miloa  from  the  Uarriaoil  on  Shawoej  Plains,  al>out  the 
20th  July  last.  Which  party  first  hr^an  the  fire  at  that  time  we  cannot  with  certainty  say ; 
but  we  view  both  pnrfies  guilty  of  hostiUties  :  previous  to  tht-<,  it  rati  be  proved,  that  numbers 
of  (he  ConoKticut  party  liave  been  tired  upon  by  the  other  p:irty  when  thoy  were  about 
Khiir  la«rlhl  buMMii.  But  to  letum  to  the  aabjoet  of  our  miinon  or  dutj ;  «oon  after  wo 
cooMtothbpiiee,  w«  celled  on  the  Goooeeliciit  poity  in  the  luune  of  the  ooaunooweolth,  to 
lay  down  their  anne,  and  submit  themselvea  to  the  laws ;  whicli  tliey  accordingly  did,  which 
will  appear  by  paper*  inclosed  in  our  letter  to  Council  of  ilie  Gih  itut ,  Au;,'ust ;  anJ  at  the 
Kxmc  lime  declarinjj  tlipir  willinrrncH!!  at  all  tirnerf  to  W  lnw  aliiiiing;  we  accorJiugly  made  a 
demand  of  the  like  naturr  nf  Tatlurwon  nn  l  l»i<  party,  or  in  othor  words,  the  Pennsylvania 
partyi  their  answer  was  that  they  would  coutpiy,  but  said  they  would  every  one  be  murdered 
fay  tin  Oomedieut  party;  we  in  anewer  to  theoi  eeid,  wo  did  uot  apprehend  llie  leeet  daofor 
fw  their  oppQweala,  eo  they  had  eolomaly  engaged  to  m  they  woald  not  moleat  or  hurt  one 
of  them  on  any  pcetenee  whalo«ei;  we  further  assured  them  that  we  would  not  ask  them  to 
«!flivrr  tlitir  arms  to  w^,  hrTtiri'  wp  put  the  arms  <»f  Ihi  Connecticut  party  on  board  the  boat 
within  sight  of  the  Gurne  >ii;  hut  all  our  arguments  and  proposals  was  to  no  purpose.  Then 
we  returned  to  the  Connecticut  \mny,  and  informed  them  that  they  were  at  liberty  to  take 
up  their  anna  and  disperse,  and  go  to  their  habitations  about  their  lawful  butanese,  which  we 
beSovo  they  did^  to  wo  wore  of  opinion  thet  it  wonll  not  he  prudent  to  diaevm  one  paHy  and 
nottheolher.  Onr  prapoeale  to  both  partieewen^  that  tflhey  wooUteubmit  tothe  lawe,and 
deliver  up  tlmr  unia  to  us,  we  would  put  as  many  of  th>>  K-i  lini;  men  of  both  p&itieik  ae  we 
should  -^'e  proper,  in  cuRto-ly  of  the  rtli.'rifT,  to  ho  taken  to  Sunbury.  Had  Ihciw  proposals 
iMfu  complied  with  \iv  PiUrrv  m  nn  1  hi-<  pirty.  wc  H'lmKI  hivo  had  no  me  fi)r  the  Com- 
rniMkiafiars,  or  MiUUa,  which  plan  we  ttiought  mf»t  hkely  t«*  answer  the  objects  of  Govern- 
ment, end  quiet  the  mind*  of  the  people,  and  at  the  eaine  tune  he  acting  up  to  our  Imtru^ 
tione  fiom  Connctl.  Wo  bad  eolemnly  engaged  to  the  Connoetieut  party  on  their  enhoiieiion, 
Ihoy  ehould  hate  equal  juitico  with  the  other  party,and  the  benefit  of  the  hw,  whieh  engage, 
nent  wo  nude  known  lotho  ConMaiMOnrrs  on  their  arrival,  who  approved  of  our  conduct, 
and  assured  ua  t!ul  thpy  werr  sent  hfrr  to  do  eomplt  l.'  ju-;li-.-e  wilhotil  di-tinction  of  partiHS  5 
whieh  guvc  uh  the  higl>(»t  exjjeclatiorif*  that  lualUtr-*  would  n+xm  he  wtlleil  in  nurli  a  manner 
ac  would  do  honour  to  Govcroment;  but  to  our  astonishment^  no  suoner  had  the  ConuecLicut 
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'  Crowned  with  Tietory  if  not  with  laurel,  Col.  Annstrong  retomed 
to  Philadelphia,  to  report  fbrmally  to  Council,  and  confidentially  to  bis 

real,  though  less  ostensible  employers,  the  success  of  his  mission. 
Scaixely  had  he  time  to  receive  the  congratulations  of  friends  on 
the  promptitude  and  vigour  with  which  he  had  brought  to  a  close  an 
enterprise  that  had  baffled  the  eflbrts  of  his  predecessors  for  more 
than  a  year«  when  the  mortifying  tidings  reached  the  city,  that  the 
Sunbury  prisoners  were  all  released  on  bail,  and  the  Locosi  Hill  ban- 
ditti had  risen  on  their  keepers^  and  only  eleven  were  retaken  and  re* 
manded  to  prison,  while  fourteen  made  their  escape,  and  had  returned 
to  the  contested  district.*  With  signal  celerity.  Col.  Armstrong 
raised  a  force  of  fifty  men,  and  by  rapid  marches  reached  Wilkes* 
barre,  on  Monday  the  20th  of  September. 

ptrty  jieldad  thenuelves  priionera,  and  laid  down  their  anns  to  the  CommiwiPMl^  tb^fr 

were  immediately  mnrched  under  a  strong  guard,  and  crowded  into  two  small  Iuhuks,  unfit 
for  the  rccrptitJii  of  any  human  bointj,  at  tl>c  sainr  time,  to  the  great  niorlificalion  of  lh«>«e 
prisoners,  and  contrary  om  they  say,  lo  the  promise  ot  the  Comtiussiuaers,  were  ittsiulted  hf 
tbe  olhcr  party,  with  their  arm*  ia  their  hand^  which  we  Ihink  hy  no  means  aoco«b  wirii 
th«  deektataon  of  tbe  ComnyidmMfii  which  wti,  thai  thay  ««m  laiit  hc«a  ta  d*  «a»> 
pleta  jnHlea.  It  appaaia  wiy  claar  to  oa,  that  dia  pvoeeedinp  now  at  tlua  plafie.  ■•• 
earned  on  in  so  unfair,  partial,  and  unlawful  manner,  that  we  deapair  d  establishing 
peace  and  pood  order  in  IhU         of  the  County;  t)uTfforo>,  as  for  my  own  parlj  tliink  H 
not  prudent  to  act  fur  tlie  future  in  my  ofiico,  unless  |iro[)erly  supported,  as  we  are  v^-ry 
•ure,  nothing  short  of  law,  impurtially  distributed  without  distinction,  will  ever  reatuve 
peace,  and  quiet  the  minda  of  the  people  in  t\^i»  place;  sorry  we  are,  and  with  teluctanea  wo 
mention  the  partial  proceedinga  hme  by  the  ofBoeia  of  Ck>vemaMnt|  bat  at  tha  aama  tine 
think  it  our  indiepeneablo  duty  to  bear  testimony  against  them;  we  ar«  aiMcA  tdarmtd  a< 
the  horrid  ahme  nf  -poxrer  lodged  in  the  hands  of  ih\-,i-jriin^  and  biased  mm;  wc  frar  eveot- 
ually  it  may  brinij  on  an  intestine  war  iK-twcen  the  states,  to  prevent  which,  we  hope  the 
authority  o(  PenuHylvania  will  execute  justice  to  every  citizen  thereof.    The  ConiKClicut 
party  have  generally  declared  theinsclvee  aa  auch,  by  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  this  stale 
•a  directed  hy  law.  God  Ibrbid  that  I  dioaU  bava  any  desire  or  iodinatioB  to  fevour  lha 
Connecticut  party  or  their  daiins.   I  can  honeatly  declare,  that  I  ahould  be  aa  well  pleaawJ 
to       thorn  legally  removed  from  this  place  as  any  BMUi  in  the  Slate :  as  my  intert^  Iketaie 
under  the  PennfyUania  right.    It  must  appear  to  every  one  acquainted  with  thi«  cirrun»- 
gtance,  much  to  my  interest  lo  have  them  tlippos.so.st.  1  again  say  that  I  Imve  nothing;  m  \it  w 
respecting  the  uniiappy  disputes  here,  but  to  do  equal  justice  to  every  person,  aa  I  hope  my 
eoodiMt  win  at  all  timaa  eland  the  teat,  and  1  bo  eetaemed  a  fitithful  eertant  to  GawaimnaaL'* 

1  am  Mth  due  rea})ect,  (xentlenm^ 

Yoor  Hiunlrfa  Servant, 

Rob.  MAtTiK. 

Honourable  James  Potter,  antl  Wm.  Mont:jomrry,  E'^ijnire*. 
N.B. — Gentlemen,  you  may  make  what  use  you  please  of  this  letter  either  pubbc  or 
private. 

*  Edward  Inman,  one  of  the  Ea^ton  party,  a  man  of  great  strength  and  (personal  courage, 
eeiaad  the  keys  from  the  jailor,  knocked  him  down  and  gave  the  whole  company  Ubcrty.  A 
bat  pQiMtit  waa  immediately  commanoad.  By  ecatlaring  in  all  diicctiona  linnlaan  fot  llv^ 
while  alavan  were  taken.  After  lying  in  Jeil  three  mootha,  a  covft  wea  IkeU  at  £aM» 
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In  addition  to  Mr.  liuyd,  there  catne  with  CoK  Armstrong  Mr. 
James  Read  and  Mr.  John  Oakley,  as  commissioners  to  bring  al)uui  a 
compromise,  but  the  latter  speedily  returned,  without  as  is  knowQ, 
making  aoy  eudeavour  to  eflfect  the  purpose  of  his  mission. 

While  at  Sunbuiy,  Mr*  FraDkiio  was  arrested  on  two  warrants 
arising  oat  of  affairs  at  Wyoming,  and  on  the  2Ist  of  September,  tho 
clay  after  Armstrong's  arrival,  Mr*  Johnson,  Phioeas  Pierce^  and 
Mn  Franklin  were  arrested  for  treason,  on  warrants  from  Jastlee 
Seeley.  The  object  of  those  constantly  recurring,  expensive  and 
harrassing  arrests,  is  easily  comprehended. 

Tlio  sutlcrin^s  of  the  Connecticut  people  had  excited  indiiznation 
and  pity  throughout  the  whole  cotintry,  and  several  Green  Mountain 
boys,  who  had  s^one  through  a  similar  stniirE^le  with  the  authorities  of 
New  York,  had  come  to  Wyoming,  and  volunteered  their  assist- 
aaee  to  the  settlers.  An  attempt  by  Patterson's  men  to  secure  a 
portion  of  tiie  Yankee  harvest  was  met  and  repelled.  An  occurrence 
which  happened  on  Sunday  night,  the  2dth  of  September,  is  differ* 
eatly  represeated*  Col*  Armstrong  reported  that  the  Yankees, 
wtioliy  aaprovohed,  onde  an  attack  on  his  qoarters  in  Wilkesbarre, 
but  were  vigorously  met  and  speedily  repulsed,  giving  this  as  a 
proof  of  the  evil  dispositioB  of  the  people.  Mr.  Franklin  and  others, 
ia  a  memorial  protest,  "  We  declare  to  God  that  the  report  is  false, 
and  the  Connecticut  party  had  no  hand  in  it;"  charffins^  Armstrong 
and  Patterson  wiili  making  the  attack,  or  pretended  attack,  them- 
selves, for  the  purpose  of  criminnting  l!ie  sett  It  rs.  Exhausted  pa- 
tience could  endure  no  longer.  Forbearance  had  ceased  to  be  a 
virtue,  while  fear  and  cowardice  tiegan  to  be  so  distinctly  imputed 
•gainst  the  Yankee  leaders,  that  they  resolved  to  bring  the  matter  to 
a  cnsis  by  attacking  the  garrison.  A  frame  work  of  plaak  was 
formed  and  placed  on  wheds,  so  that  pushed  forward,  it  vroold 
shield  the  assailants  from  the  small  arms  of  the  enemy.  A  number 
of  men  all  armed,  and  some  of  them  carrying  brands  of  firs,  under 

Chief  JiHticp  M'Kran  proaidirnT,  nml  hills  sent  up  to  thf  nran<]  Jurv,  charging  the  pTi?onf»n 
with  the  iDunler  of  Jacob  Everett.  The  Jury  promplly  relumed  the  bilb  "  ii^oramw^** 
when  Judge  M'Kfan  saul,  **b«  diil  not  im  bow  thej  oould  render  toch  a  return,"  but  in 
wNieliuion  rentvlnd,  '*lhat  killinf  by  ehhttr  vMe  wm  no  wty  to  oettJo  the  tttlo  to  tho  land." 
The  Jury  eomidefod  tho  oeiSlero  m  ligbtiiis  ia  ooif-ifefenee ;  and  aneh  wa<  tli«  popular  opi- 
■ion  throughout  the  State.  Thit  and  the  subeequent  refunl  of  the  Jury  of  Northumberland 
to  firul  V)i!l8  Hsjatfiftt  the  priwinen  tient  to  i^niihurr,  am!  thf  fii^lhat  Mtijor  Moon*,  and  a  largo 
Mumbef  of  Pattersun't  |>nrt^'  wi-rf  i  i  li  t  .1  nml  cunvicUxI,  will  thow  the  prcvaiUof  feoUog 
thftfughout  Pennsylvania,  lu  zfi*i>ccl  to  tiic  paruos. 
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tfaa  comimnd  6f  Capt.  Swift,  od  the  evening  of  the  29th  Septamber, 
iupported  by  a  ntrong corps  in  reserve,  j^ui^hod  up  their  iVainc  ti>\varda 
a  liQuse  occupied  by  Patterson.  A  hat  lie  ensued;  the  house  was 
aban<lon(  (!  and  sel  on  fn  c,  and  Messrs.  Henderson  and  Reed,  in  at- 
tempting lo  escape  to  tiiu  Ibrt  were  shot  down.  Capt.  Swift  receiTed 
a  wound  in  the  throat,  which  was  supposed  to  be  mortal.* 

The  garriaon  was  now  closely  infested,  the  Yankees  QMpyiBg 
two  houtetfrom  which  the  opposing  party  bad  beeo  driven*  Two  ci 
the  same  nanie  belonged  to  tbe  investiog  campmy,  designaled 
little  William  and  big  William  Smith.  The  latlerr  ia  rtttwwptiBg  to 
obtain  Mter  from  tbe  river,  was  shot  tbroogli  tbe  body.  HerwicieJ 
tba  koule  and  said,  '*  they  bave  kiUed  ite,''  and  alaaoft  inMastly  «x« 
pifod.  Ca|»l»  Franklin  mt  wonndtd  in  ttw  wnst  Keen  aa  tlw 
Yankee  ebarp  abootei^,  the  Pennymites  fhoved  tberoseiveB  in  no  in- 
spect their  inferiors.  A  small  opening,  or  eye-hole  had  been  made  in 
I  he  house  to  watch  the  garrison,  the  distance  being  about  fifty  rods. 
Nathan  Stevens  in  lakiitg  an  observation  iromthis  aperture,  received 
a  rifle  ball  directly  in  his  eye,  and  fell  dead  on  llic  tk>c>r.  The  lo?>  of 
Franklin  and  Swift  wounded,  with  two  or  three  others,  whose  nam^ 
we  have  not  been  able  to  aaoeitain ;  Stevens  and  Smitb,  having 
been  killed^  the  Yankees  were  compelled  to  abandon  tbe  aiege.  CoU 
Anwtrong  returned  a  day  or  two  ptceedingv  or  iawaediatniy  mlbg^ 
qnent*  to  Philadelphia. 

An  Inbident  happened  about  this  time  well  deaerving  lo  be  reconl- 
ed»  aa  it  eihilNted  a  high  degree  of  promptitude^  ooorage  and  ael^ 
poMeseion*  marking  the  henk  A  Beanymite  named  Ogdett»  ont  tm* 
connoitering,  bad  been  taken  prisoner  by  William  Biocum  and  Mm 
Satterlee,  pinioned  lightly  and  placed  in  a  canoe,  to  be  conveyed  lo 
the  west  side  of  the  river.  "  Be  careful,"  said  Sallerlee,  "  our 
canoe  is  very  unsteady,  utid  I  can't  swim."  "Nor  I  neither,*' replied 
Slocum,  "so  you  need  n't  fear."  "Ah  ha!"  cried  Ogden,  hot  1 
can — good  bye  gentlemen,"  and  instantly  upset  the  boat,  throwing 
himself  coolly  upon  his  back,  bis  arms  tied  behind  helping  to  buoy 
btm  up ;  thus  he  floated,  and  swam  with  the  ease  of  a  dock  till  ho 
rsnehsd  the  shore,  and  escaped  to  tdl  the  tale  to  his  oompanione  in  the 

•  The  loliowinq  day,  two  companions,  to  remove  Swill  to  a  pbice  where  he  coukl  b» 
Mlelj  and  carefully  nuned,  took  him  in  a  eanne,  and  began  lo  MOtod  tbe  riv«r,  wbenom  oT 
tbwii  iilwirniil,  *  Thwe  b  •  dew  mo  jonder  ihoiie.*  Tfierdifig|MiMMe '*aliMigiadiMli"«w 
fxhihilcdky  MA,  wlwmffMng.aml  m  all  belimd  dylnf ,  begged  Ibej  woaU  tun  Uirmw 
and  place  the  rifle  in  hu  hands.  The  old  banter  still  trae  to  the  mark,  dfopped  the  dett 
io  bb  incke  and  fiuntcd.  Though  alowly,  and  long  Siet,  Swift  noovend. 
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fort.  Slocum  seized  tlie  rope  of  the  canoe,  ^and  escaped.  Sattcrlee 
sunk  to  the  dark  shades  of  death.  He  was  a  hne  young  fellow,  of 
noUe  port,  «  genoriww  ipirtt,  and  unquestionable  bnmy.  Wl»ther 
tUt  gallant  you^  Penn]niili6»  who  to  duriogiy  «mpod»  mi  a  ralft* 
tivt  of  Caj^  AmoB  OgdiOf  we  oemiot  BMortBia** 

Od  arriving  in  the  Aff  CoL  Arnntnuig  lemed  to  hie  mrpriM^  if 
Ml  dkini^,  that  hit  prooeedingi  at  Wyonnig»  aod  thoee  previoiiilj 
of  joilioe  Pactenos,  had  anwied  a  apirit  of  oppoaition  aiid  raKaf* 
nent,  whieh  now  began  to  display  itself  in  official  acts,  which  could 
not  fail  to  produce  m.  importaat  influence  oa  the  course  of  policy 
pursued. 

By  the  first  constitution  of  Penn?«ylvania,  which  was  established 
immediately  after  the  declaration  of  independence,  the  Government 
of  the  Commonwealth  was  vested  in  a  House  of  Reprasentatives,  and  a 
President,  and  Council.  Another  Cooacil  waa  aho  estaMiahed,  oal^ 
od  tfae  Cooaeil  of  Cemon,"  who  weie  ehoaea  by  thr  people,  and 
direelad  to  neet  every  aaaeBtk  year;  «*aad  wfaoea  daty  it  ehaU  be»" 
aayi  tiie  eonetitatios,  <<la  iaqaire  whetlwr  die  coaetitotbD  baa  beeft 
preMrved  iaivkdata  in  every  part,  and  wbetber  tbe  LegMative  aad 
Bneeutivo  branebea  of  tbe  Government  have  performed  their  duty 
at  guardians  of  the  people,  or  assuuied  to  tliemselves,  or  exercised, 
other,  or  greater  powers  then  they  are  entitled  to  by  the  constitution. 
They  are  also  to  inquiie  whether  the  public  taxes  have  been 
justly  laid,  and  collected  in  all  parts  of  the  Comnoonwealth ;  in 
what  manner  the  public  moneys  have  b^n  disposed  of»  and 
whether  the  kwa  bave  been  duly  eieeoted.  For  tbeee  parpoeei 
they  shall  have  power  lo  aeod  fer  peime»  papna,  and  reeordai  Tbey 
ahall  have  aotbori^  to  paia  paUie  eeneoieiy  to  order  ioipaaobniatfk 
and  to  reeoaMMod  to  the  tbe  Legislature  the  repealing  such  laws  aa 
appear  lo  them  lo^faave  been  enacted  cootrary  to  the  principleaof 
tbe  eoBititotioo.'* 

This  Council  of  Censors  met  at  Philadelphia  in  the  summer  of 
17B4,  and  having  received  information  of  the  transactions  at  Wyo- 
ming, on  the  7 th  of  iSeptember, ordered  that  the  President  and  Supreme 
Executive  Council  should  furnish  certain  documents  in  relation  to  their 
proceedings  in  the  case  of  the  Connecticut  settlers,  at  and  near  that 
place;  aod  that  William  Bradford^  Jr.,  and  James  Wilson,  Esqrs., 

*  Oar  aJniiniUon  for  their  valour,  kmh  us  earnevliy  to  wuh  wc  couU  trace  those  galknt 
Ocdaiw  op  into  Mttt  of  bomr  mJ  pnwiicritj,  Thqr  ditene^  it.  Thm  k  ftill  wm- 
iagmJUm  Jnmj,  a BoUsMljr  vil^mu^ ifoMByaMa^rvbUM cui  wartftytoaohiiaj. 
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Counsel  lor  Penn«!ylvania  in  this  case,  should  furnish  ail  the  d(x:u- 
iments  in  their  hands  on  the  subject.  On  the  8th,  Mr.  Bradlori 
surrendered  the  documents  in  faki  possession,  in  obedience  to  the  ordert 
and  the  Secretary  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Couacii  informed  tbs 
Council  of  Cenaon  by  letter,  that  the  documenta  reqaind  of  them 
had  been  tranf  mitted  to  the  General  Amenibly*  Do  the  IbUovi^ 
day,  the  Coaaoil  of  Ceuors  passed  a  resolalioa  requiriag  the  Gene- 
ral Assenbly  to  famish  the  said  doeaoMott.  The  Assembly  pro- 
ceeded immediately  into  the  eonsideratioo  of  the  order,  and  passed 
a  lesolatimi  relhsing  to  comply  with  it  In  conseqoenoe  of  dus  re- 
fusal on  the  part  of  the  Assembly,  the  Council  of  Censors,  on  the 
10 til  of  liie  same  month,  issued  process  against  the  Geuerai  Asiicmbly 
in  the  following  words : 

"The  Council  of  Censors  in  the  name,  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
people  of  Pennsylvania,  to  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of 
Penfisylvaoia,  Send  greeting', — We  demand  of  you  that  you  without 
delayt  or  exense,  forthwith  send  into  this  Cooaoil  of  Censors,  the 
doeonieats  and  papers  bereooder  mentioned,  now,  as  it  is  said,  in 
your  keeping;  timt  is  to  say,  the  report  of  the  conuittteo  appotMd 
the  ath  of  Deoember  kst^  to  inqoire  into  the  chargoa  contained  in 
a  petition  from  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Wyoming,  and  the 
papen  and  affidavits  aeoompanying  the  same,  and  the  letter  frsm 
Zebnlon  Bntler,  and  others  of  Wyoming,  read  in  the  Snpreme  £»- 
eutrye  Coaneit  on  the  SSth  of  May  1784,  and  which  was  by  them 
transmitted  to  the  House. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Council  of  Censors,  now  sittinor  in  the  State 
House,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  on  this  10th  day  of  September, 
Anno  Domini,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-four.* 

PammaicK  A.  MunLsxemm. 
President  of  the  Gonncil  of  Ceasm 

Attest — Samvbl  Bstan,  Seeretary/* 

*  Thfl  lilt  of  th*  Council  of  CeoMrs  who  OMi  in  the  aammor  of  11M  fdU  bt  fMnl  10 
Mataill  wmeroiM  nama  distingoMhed  for  UdenU  and  patrioliM^  irist'^ 

Philadelphia  city — Greorge  Bryan,  Tfiomas  Fitzsiuions. 
Pliilnflclphia  rnnnty — Froderick  A.  Muhlcnbeij;,  Axthar  Si.  Clair. j 
Bucks  county — Jn^cph  Liart,  Saiuuel  Smith. 
Bedford  county — Daniel  Eapy,  Samuel  Davideon. 
Chflilw  eoDB^^  Anthonf  WajM,  Jraiet  Bdoon. 
LancMtcr  eooatjr— John  Whitehill,  Stephen  Chamben. 
York  county — Thomaa  Hartley,  Richard  McAllister. 
Westmoreland  county — John  Smiley,  William  Finley. 
Cttabcikad  county— Jumee  McLene,  William  Ixvine. 
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The  mandamus  of  the  Censors  was  dMregantod  by  the  General  As- 
MtnbJy,  and  the  House  declined  eraa  to  answer  the  demaod ;  where- 
upon the  Counetl  proeeeded  to  make  the  foUowiag  important  deola* 
imfiM,  or  as  it  may  well  be  eharacterixed,  most  solemn  demmciatioo 
of  the  measures  parsned  against  the  Wyoming  settlert: 

It  is  the  opinion  of  this  Conncil,  that  the  decision  made  at  Tren<* 
ton,  early  in  1783,  between  the  State  of  Connecticut  and  this  Com- 
mon wcalih,  concerning  the  territorial  rights  of  botii,  was  ftivorable 
to  Pennsylvania.    It  likewise  promised  the  happiest  consequences  to 
liie  Confederacy,      an  example  was  tliereby  set,  of  two  contending 
sovereignties  adjusting  their  diflerences  in  a  court  of  justice,  instead 
of  invoking  themselves,  and  perhaps  their  confederates*  in  war  and 
Moodsbed.   It  is  much  to  be  regretted,  that  this  happy  event  was 
not  improved  on  the  part  of  this  States  as  it  might  have  been.  That 
tlie  persons  claiming  lands  at,  and  near  Wyoming,  oecapied  by  this 
emigrants  from  Conneeticat,  now  become  subjects  of  Fennsylvama, 
were  not  left  to  prosecute  their  claims  in  the  proper  course  without 
the  intervention  of  the  Legislature.   That  a  body  of  troops  was 
enlisted  after  the  Indian  war  had  ceased,  and  the  civil  government 
had  l3een  established,  and  stationed  at  Wyoming,  for  no  other  appa- 
rent purpose  than  that  of  pron^otinrj  the  interests  of  the  claimants 
under  the  former  grants  of  Pennsylvania. — That  these  troops  were 
kept  up,  and  continued  there,  withoat  the  license  of  Congress,  in 
▼iolation  of  the  Ckmfederation.   That  tfaey  were  suffered,  without 
restraint,  to  injure  and  oppms  the  neigbboriiqi  inhabitants,  during 
the  course  of  the  last  winter.  That  the  injuries  done  to  these  people 
excited  the  compassion  and  interposition  of  the  State  of  Connecticut, 
who  thereupon  demsnded  of  Congress  another  hearing,  in  order  to 
investigate  the  private  claims  of  the  settlers  at  Wyoming,  formerly 
inhabitants  of  New  England,  who  from  tliis  iuslanee  of  partiality  in 
our  own  rulers,  have  been  led  to  distrust  the  justice  of  the  State, 
when  in  the  menn  time,  numbers  of  these  suklicrs  and  other  disor- 
derly persons,  in  a  most  riotous  and  inhuman  manner,  expelled  the 
New  England  settlers,  before  mentioned,  from  their  habitations,  and 
drove  them  towards  the  Delaware,  through  unsettled  and  almost 
impassable  ways,  leaving  those  unhappy  outcasts  to  suiier  every 
species  of  misery  and  distress.  That  this  armed  ibroe»  stationed  as 

Berlu  county — Jam«s  Renie,  Baltzer  Gehr. 

Northampton  county — John  Arndt,  Simon  Drci^bach. 
W-'-shini^on  county — James  Kil'/'ir,  John  McI>o\vi'll. 
Kuriiiumljerlantl  couu*y — Wiiiiain  Mootgomery,  Jamea  P^ter. 
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mSbntM  at  Wyomii^^  80  fitf  at  we  cao  see*  ivillMt  anj  p«lih& 
advaatage  in  ▼lew,  has  cost  the  ComnKMiwealth  tba  ram  oC  £4^M^ 
and  upwards,  for  the  bare  lerying*  providing,  and  paying  of  thuia^ 
beiidee  other  espenditurefl  of  publio  moiieyi.  That  the  anthon^ 
ht  embodying  these  troops  was  given  privately,  and  unknown  to  tba. 
good  people  of  Pennsylvania,  the  same  being  directed  by  a  laece 
resolve  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  brouglit  in  aud  i  cad  the  first  lime 
on  Monday  tiie  22d  of  September,  17S3,  when  on  uiolion  and  by 
special  order,  the  same  was  read  a  second  time  and  adopted.  Thai 
the  putting  this  resolve  on  the  Secret  Journal  of  the  House,  and  con- 
cealing It  from  the  people,  after  the  war  with  tlie  Savages  had 
ceased,  and  the  inhabitants  of  Wyoming  had  submitted  to  the 
Government  of  the  State,  sufficiently  marks  and  fixes  the  clandestine 
and  partial  interests  of  the  amnamsnt,  no  such  oondition  haTiiig 
been-  thonght  necessary  in  the  deienee  of  the  northern  and  westerm 
fsontiers  during,  the  late  wan  And  laally*  we  i«gret  the  frtal  ezamr 
pie  whieh  this  transaction  has  set  of  private  persons,  at  least  equally 
abb  with  their  opponents  to  maintain  thmr  own  caase,  proennng  the 
interest  of  the  Commonwealth  in  their  behalf^  and  the  aid  of  the 
public  treasury.  The  opprobrium  which,  from  hence,  has  resulted 
to  this  State,  and  the  dissuiisfaction  and  prospect  of  dissension  now 
existing  with  one  of  our  sister  States,  the  violation  ol  the  Confedera- 
tion, and  the  injury  hereby  done  to  such  of  the  Pennsylvania  claim- 
ants of  lands  at  Wyoiniriiz;,  occupied  as  fifor^^said,  as  have  given  no 
countenance  to,  but  on  the  contrary,  have  disavowed  these  extrava- 
gant proceedings*  In  short,  we  lament  that  oar  Government  has  in 
this  business  manifested  little  wisdom  or  Ibresight ;  nor  have  acted 
as  guardians  of  the  rights  of  the  people,  committed  to  their  care. 
Imprassed  with  the  multiplied  evils  which  have  sprung  from  the  im- 
prudent  nwnagement  of  this  business,  tns  hM  it  up  to  pMic  cmtvre, 
to  prevent,  if  possible^  further  instances  of  bad  government,  which 
might  convulse  and  distract  oiir  new  ferroed  nation.'' 

Contemptuously,  and  totally  disregarding  the  proceedings  of  the 
Council  of  Censors,  the  Supreme  Executive  Council,  and  the  Assem> 
bly,  still,  it  is  supposed,  acting  under  the  influoiice  of  the  land- 
claimants,  and  sliaiulated  by  Col.  Armstrong,  wliose  pride  was  now 
combined  with  those  motives  and  passions  which  tuid  at  first  en£rn?ed 
him  in  the  enterprise,  proceeded  to  advance  that  oflicrr,  as  a  lukeii 
of  approbation  for  extraordinary  merit  and  honorable  services,  to 
the  rank  of  adjutant-general  of  the  State,  and  authorized  him  to  raise 
a  competent  Ibrce,  from  the  militia  of  Bucks,  Berks  and  Northamp* 
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•toa»  with  wSndi  to  praeeed  to  Wyoming,  and  complete  the  work  of 
etpoMoD,  which,  there  is  orery  roam  to  belie?o  be  had  pledged 
himself  thoroughly  to  accomplish.  But  new  obstacles  presented 
themselves.  President  Dickinson,  whose  humanity  had  been  shown 
in  desiring  supplies  to  be  sent  to  tlie  inhabitants  suflbring  from  the 
ice  flofid,  and  whose  senf«e  of  justice,  as  well  as  ideas  of  policy,  was 
shocked  by  the  violences  committed  on  the  people,  now  encouraged 
bf  the  prooeediogs  of  the  Council  of  Censors^  ioterpoeed  in  this  feel* 
Mg  and  inapvenive  stinin* 

«*  OcTOBEE  5th,  1784. 

•*To  the  Supreme  Executive  Council. 

"Gentlemen: — Beinj^  still  indisposed  and  unal>lo  to  attend  in 
Council  to-day,  I  tliink  it  my  duty,  notwithstandinij:;  what  been 
already  otlbred,  to  request  that  you  will  be  pleased  further  to  con- 

'  aider  the  propriety  of  calling  a  body  of  militia  into  actual  service,  on 
the  intelligence  yet  received,  and  in  the  manner  proposed.  If  the 
intention  is,  that  the  militia  should  assist  the  Pennsylvania  claimants 
in  securing  the  com  planted  on  the  lands  from  which  the  settlers 
were  expelled  last  Springt  such  a  procedure  will  drive  those  settlers 
into  absolute  despair.  They  will  have  no  alternative  but  to  fight  for 
the  corn,  or  suffer,  perhaps  (o  perish,  for  want  of  it  in  the  coming 
winter.  The  Commi.-sioDcrs  have  infui'med  the  Council  that  their 
determination  on  that  alternative  will  most  probably  be  "  [Here  is  a 
space  left  in  the  entries  of  this  letter,  in  the  book  containing  the 
minute;?  of  the  Council,  over  which  is  a  long  black  mark  drawn,  as 
if  some  cause  prevented  the  insertion  of  this  part  of  the  President's 
letter,  which  thus  proceeds  :]*^ "  They  will  regard  this  step  as  the 
commencement  of  a  war  against  then,  and  perhaps  others,  whose 
sentiments  are  of  vastly  more  importance,  may  he  of  the  same 

*  opinion.  I  am  periectly  convinced  of  the  uncommon  merit  of  Col. 
Armstrong,  but  the  appointment  of  an  adjutant-general  upon  this 
occasion,  and  bestowing  that  appointment  on  the  Secretary  of  the 
Couneil,  when  it  is  well  known  that  the  settlers  view  him  in  the 
fight  of  an  enemy,  are  circumstances  that  may  promote  unfavorable 
constructions  of  the  conduct  of  Government. 

"  The  public  bodies  which  have  lately  assembled  in  this  city,  have 
folly  testified  their  disapprobation  of  hostilities  on  account  of  the  dis- 
putes at  Wyoming ;  and  upon  the  whoJe,  there  is  too  much  reaaoii  to 
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be  penMdMi  ttel  the  pka  now  meditated  wiii»  if  carried  into  exe- 
outkm,  produce  verf  vnlMtppy  oooieqveBces. 

**  Knowing  the  nprigbtneaa  of  your  intentbns,  gentlemen,  I  ieel 
greet  pain  in  dieienting  frwn  your  judgment ;  and  if  the  OMMire  is 
purtued,  fiom  esteem  for  yon,  and  efieetion  for  the  CommeBwealth, 
I  have  only  to  wish,  as  I  mo8t  beaitily  do^  tkat  I  nmy  be  pteettd  by 

the  event  to  have  been  mietaben.'^ 

Signed,  Jem  IIiijiimw 

The  Council,  on  consideration  of  the  letter  from  the  Piem^M^ 

"Resolved,  Tiiat  the  measures  adopted  on  the  second  kmtnt*  be 
pursued;"  and  on  the  same  day  issued  a  proclamation,  o6ferii^  a 
reward  of  twenty -five  pounds  for  the  apprehension  of  eighteen  of  ih6 
principal  inhabitants,  whose  names  were  mentioned. 

No  time  was  to  be  lost.  An  adverse  storm  to  the  Pennsylvaoit 
land  claimants'  interests  was  already  bursting  upon  them,  and  Gen. 
Armstrong,  without  a  mementos  delay,  entered  on  the  duties  of  hii 
renewed  appointment,  with  his  accustomed  zeal.  But  the  iofloeiiees 
which  had  operated  with  such  eflfect  on  the  Council  of  Censors  and 
upon  President  Dickinson,  also  pervaded  the  people,  and  the  mStia 
generally  declined  obedience  to  orders.  The  emergency  w«e  loo 
pressing  for  delay,  for  if  the  Pennsylvania  party  could  secure  the 
fall  harvest,  the  Yankees  must  abandon  their  possesakma  or  perisb, 
and  General  Armstroni^  liastencd  back  to  Wyoming  with  lees  tbaa 
an  hundred  men,  where  he  ;irrivedi  on  Sunday,  tlie  17th  of  October, 
and  on  the  very  next  day  put  his  forces  in  motion,  and  made  an 
attack  on  Brockway*s,  above  Abi  almm's  Creek,  where  Wm.  Jackson 
of  the  Yankees,  was  severely  wounded,  Capt.  Bolin  of  Armstrong's 
men,  killed  and  left  on  the  field  of  battle,  three  or  four  of  his  meo 
being  wounded,  who  were  borne  off  in  the  retreat. 

This  action  was  sharply  contested  on  both  sides  for  an  hour.  The 
Yankees  occupied  four  log  houses  placed  in  form  of  a  diamoai 
General  Armstrong  in  a  letter  to  Council  deprecating  his  repdss, 
said;  need  scarcely  observe  to  your  Eicellency,  that  four  kg 
houses,  so  constructed  as  to  flank  each  other,  became  a  veiy  fonai* 
dable  post** 

After  the  attacking  party  had  retired,  Capt.  Franklin  seised  the 

rifle  of  his  fi  iend  William  Jackson,  bloody  from  his  wound,  and  call- 
ing his  companions  in  suffering  around  lum,  swore  thereon  a  •=!  •!  .n 
oath  "That  he  would  never  Iny  down  his  arms  until  death  shouhl  ;u« 
rest  his  hand,  or  Patterson  and  Armstrong  be  expelled  from  Wyoming 
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mdsk0  |i0opli  ht  imutnA  to  iJieir  righu  of  powMiwi^  mad  m 
trial  guaranteed  to  every  eitiieo  by  the  eemlmtion,  by  justice,  mmI 
law  r 

In  pursuance  of  his  settled  |)olicy,  or  in  revenge  for  Iiis  dcftat, 
General  Armstrong  the  next  day  dispossessed  thirty  families,  who 
had  been  restored  or  returned  lo  their  farms.  In  a  skirmish  which 
ensued,  Jonathan  Terry  was  severely  wounded.  The  lials  of  K.ing- 
8toa  opposite  the  fort,  had  been  esteouvely  sowed  with  buckwheat, 
and  G^eral  Armstrong's  men  were  now  engaged  in  threshing  oat  the 
abundant  produce.  A  body  of  Yankees  under  Major  Abbott,  ap- 
proaebed  the  laborentuiidiseoveredtaadnisbiQg  lbrward»  surrounded 
Iheoibeibfe  they  could  fleiie  their  araw»  and  took  all  the  grain,  wagons 
having  been  prepared  to  transport  it  to  bead  quarters.  Meanwhile 
the  alarmed  garrison  paraded  the  cannon,  but  the  Yankees  placed 
their  prisoners  as  a  shield,  and  thus  prevented  the  firing.  More 
than  an  hundred  bushels  rewarded  the  enterprise,  the  supply  of  bread 
being  very  seasonable  to  the  settlers,  wlio  had  been  prevented  from 
8owin<i  or  reapin£»  enough  for  food.  The  fact  is  mentioned  by  Elisha 
Harding,  to  the  pratsc  of  Mr.  John  Ilollenback,  whose  mill  was  in 
possession  of  Armstrong's  men,  and  who  was  compelled  to  appear 
friendly  to  his  cause,  that  a  eoufidential  understanding  was  kepi  up 
with  the  settlers»  their  grain  ground,  or  flour  supplied,  to  the  utmost 
extent  of  his  power  without  detectkMi. 

The  pleasu^  ioibnnatkNi  now  came  that  the  Assembly  bad  ordered 
the  settlers  to  be  restored  to  their  possessions.  This  bears  date, 
September  15,  1784,  and  is  explained  by  the  preamble. 

"  Whereas,  sevci  al  persons  at  or  near  Wyoming,  in  the  county  of 
Northumberland,  were  in  the  month  of  May  last,  violent! y  dispossess- 
ed of  the  messuages,  lands  and  tencnients,  w'hich  they  then  occupied, 
and  which  are  still  detained  from  tiiem  by  force ;  and  the  peculiar 
.eiimunstances  of  these  cases  require  that  the  possession  of  the  pre* 
BMses  so  foreibiy  entered  and  detained^  should  be  without  delay  re- 
stored to  the  persons  whooocopied  them  as  aforesaid^" 

•'Beiteaactedtetc''  Then  folbws  the  just  and  benewoleBt  enact- 
ment 

It  must  appear  obvious  to  the  reader,  from  the  proeeedings  of  the 

Council  of  Censors;  from  the  letter  of  President  Dickinson  to  the 
Supreme  Executive  Council ;  from  the  refusal  of  the  Bucks  and  Berks 
mililia  to  march;  from  the  spirit  of  pity  and  indignation  awakened 
in  the  public  mind,  and  from  the  obstinate  and  successful  resistance 
of  the  settlers ;  and  especially  from  the  recent  act  of  Assembly,  that 
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hcmilt  ifiiiiiw  igpiBit  tlwm  mart  aom  \m  ibawtooed.  AuMUof 
ftodPattenoD  were  reuUed. 

In  tracing  the  negottatiooe  which  took  place  during  the  year.  Him 
Mder  Biwt  have  obaerved,  that  both  Jenklna  and  FraaUiat  tl»  ohief 

scribes  of  the  people,  without  making  any  pretennoaa  to  Ittevary 

elegance,  yet  conveyed  just  and  aianly  thoughts  io  a  clear  and 
nervous  style. 

Franklin's  Journal  says:  "November,  Thursday  35.  Sent  two 
guineas  to  the  f>risoriers,  (Easton,)  by  Robert  McDowell. 

♦*  Saturday  27.  The  Pennymitcs  evacuated  the  fort  at  IX  P.  M» 
"  Tuesday  30.  The  Yankees  destroyed  the  fort.'* 
Thus  have  wa  narrated  the  events  that  transpired,  to  the  cloae  d 
-176 1 ;  two  yaara  having  ekpied  sinoe  the  transfer  of  jariadictaoa  hf 
the  Trenton  Decree.  Peace,  which  waved  its  cheering  olive  over 
^▼ery  other  part  of  the  UnioDf  healing  the  wottnda  ioiioted  by  nilb> 
laia  war-mthiag  the  aoirowa  of  umameraUe  chiUhan  af  afll!etioii» 
and  kindling  the  lamp  of  hope  in  the  dark  chambers  of  deipairy  Gamt 
not  to  the  broken-haartad  people  of  Wyoming.  The  vateraa  aoldMr 
returned,  but  found  no  rerting  place.  Instead  of  a  joyous  welcoae  to 
his  hearth  and  home,  he  found  his  cottage  in  ruins  or  in  possession  ol 
a  stranger,  and  his  wife  and  little  ones  shelterless  in  the  opun  tields, 
or  in  the  caves  of  the  mountains;  like  ihc  ocean-tossed  mariiier 
approaching  the  wished  for  harbour — driven  by  adverse  winds  far, 
far  from  shore,  to  buffet  again  the  billows  and  the  storm.  It  is  true 
and  honorable  to  those  who  effected  it,  that  the  New  England  ftth 
pie  were  repaaiaaiod  of  their  fiirw ;  but  a  aaaonwr  of  exile  aad  war 
•had  left  them  no  harreat  to  reap,  and  they  retained  to  their  empty 
•graaariea  and  daadale  hones,  cmahed  by  the  miseriea  of  the  Uhaa 
iavaaion ;  moumara  over  fielda  of  more  reaeat  daughter-  deatitntaaf 
Ibod,  with  scarce  clothing  to  cover  theaa,  through  the  ri^oaia  of  a 
-northern  winter,  'triiile  clcuda  and  darkness  throaded  all  the  Mnab 
Assuredly  the  people  of  Wyoming  were  objects  of  deepest  commis^ 
ration,  and  tho  heart  must  be  harder  and  colder  than  marble,  that 
could  look  upon  their  sufierings  and  not  drop  a  tear  of  tanderest  pity. 


t 


LETTER  XXIV. 


Skelch  flf  J«bii  FiMkllo— Cffil  GovaniMiit. 

t?85.-^Ptt4tiMi    Ctagnw  for  t  Federal  €Mitto  try  Mm  rif  ht  4t  adtt^FnoBMiingt  of 
Cwimnm  4ifkM  Mwlw     Antqpinugb  ^MMiMgr-lMMMltag  Rtwatkp 

«Ue  concIuMon— Gatheli^f  ilaniip-^D*tid  Mead,  Eaq.,— Oiivfr  Bamlees— Revival  of 
olil  SuaqoaliaaQa  Coopaox— Dai^  threatentng-^PniceeUiogs  PeunaylvaiiiA  Aaaemltly. 

Gbkbrallt,  the  two  yean  intervening  between  the  close  of  the 
jpennymite  and  Yankee  war,  in  1784,  and  the  ereotbn  of  the  con- 
tested lands  into  a  new  county  towards  the  close  of  1786,  have  been 
regarded  as  aflbrding  little  to  record,  and  less  to  re{Ay  the  labour 
perusal. 

To  those  who  can  only  find  pleasure  in  the  ambash,  and  the  fight; 
fn  the  clash  of  arms,  houses  in  flames ;  the  shout  of  victory  and  the 
wail  of  woe,  that  period  may  appear  dull,  and  uninteresting.  So 
far  otherwise,  we  confidently  aver,  wilt  it  be  found  by  the  philo- 
si>[)[ricnl  read^T,  who  searches  for  iho  ^[jriniT'^  of  antion,  and  delights 
to  trace  important  consequences  to  their  remote,  or  originating  causes, 
that  he  will  regard  it  as  among  the  most  interesting  in  the  ooorse  oC 
our  annals. 

In  the  preceding  letter,  the  oath,  not  less  solemn  than  'that  of 
Hannibal,  taken  by  Franklin  on  the  bk»ody  rifle  his  wounded 
fk-lend,  has  been  recorded.  It  was  no  unmeaning  eeremony,  nor 
sudden  impulse,  bnt  the  deliberate  pregnant  appeal  to  heaven,  of  a 

man  of  powerfiil  mind,  deeply  impressed  with  the  wrongs  of  his 
people,  and  resolved  to  protect  and  avenge  them.  This  extraordi- 
nary man,  fur  thirty  years  the  prime  and  popular  leader  of  the  Yan- 
kee interest  in  northeastern  Pennsylvania,  already  distinguished, 
and  de<! lined  to  become  eminently  conspicuous,  deserves  a  more  for- 
mat introduction. 

John  Franklin  was  a  native  of  Canaan,  Litchfield  oeunty,  Conneo- 
ttcut  An  instance  of  his  remarkable  memoiy,  when  a  lad  of  aeven- 
teen,  will  show  that  he  was  no  ordliiaiy  boy.  Having  aociMpaulid 
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the  hwHHj  to  tlie  fttaoe  of  worth  ip,  the  meeting  home  bebg  <m}y  «o- 
closed,  but  neither  ceiled  nor  plastered,  the  beams  and  rafters  were 
all  exposed  to  view.  John  saw  that  his  austere  father  sat  throuizh 
the  sermon  wi(h  great  uneasiness,  but  could  not  divine  the  cause. 
On  returning  home,  "John,"  said  his  fatlier,  "it  is  my  duty  to  give 
you  a  severe  thrashing,  (common  in  old  times,)  and  yon  shall  have 
it  presently,  so  prepare  yourself."  "  But  you  won't  whip  me,  father, 
withoat  telling  me  what  for?"  "No,  certainly^your  coadoct  at 
neeting,  sir,  is  the  caoae.  Instead  of  attending  to  the  Bermon,  ynm 
y/ere  all  the  while  gaping  about  as  if  you  were  counting  the  benne 
nod  raflera  of  the  meeting  house."  '*  Weil,  father*  can  you  lepeM 
the  iemion !"  **  Sermon !  m»  I  had  as  much  as  I  oould  do  m 
watch  your  inattentinn.^  If  1*11  tell  you  all  the  minister  said,  jtm 
won't  whip  me?  ''No,  John,  no;  but  that  is  impo«iibIe.**<— Yoong 
Franklin  immediately  named  the  test,  and  taking  up  the  discourses, 
went  through  erery  bead  of  it  with  surprising  accuracy.  "  Upoo 
my  word,"  said  the  delighted  parent,  "  I  should  not  have  thought  it.** 
*♦  And  iio\v,  father,"  said  John,  "  1  can  tell  you  exactly  how  roanv 
beams  and  rafters  there  are  in  the  meeting  liouse."  His  e^er  spring- 
ing affortion  for  this  parent  is  beautifully  evinced  by  his  journaL 
Almost  every  other  page  [i;\s  the  entry,  "  inrote  a  letter  to  father*^ 

Not  long  after  removing  to  Wyoming,  his  wife  died,  leaving  three 
■nail  ohildren,  one  an  infant  of  a  week  old.  Having  no  person  to 
take  care  of  them  he  determined  to  place  them  in  charge  of  his  kind 
friends  in  Canaan.  Hamassing  a  horse  to  a  little  cart,  Im  pot  in  the 
three  children,  tied  a  cow  by  the  horns,  to  follow,  and  drove  on, 
having  a  cup  in  whieh,  as  occasion  required,  he  milked,  and  fed  the 
babe.  Thqs  he  traveled  the  rough  way,  more  than  two  hundred 
miles,  in  safety,  exhibiting  all  the  patience  and  tenderness  that 
might  be  expected  from  a  mother. 

Some  may  be  curious  to  learn  the  appearance  of  this  extraordinary 
man.  Of  excellent  proportions,  nearly  six  feet  in  height,  thick  set, 
and  well  knit,  he  seemed  built  for  strength  and  endurance,  without 
bein<2;  too  heavy  to  be  active.  His  courage  was  unquestionable, 
Eiisba  Hardmg,  Esq.,  who  was  an  associiiie  with  him  through  those 
times  of  trial,  says: — He  was  as  brave  a  man  as  ever  carried  a 
gun."  The  small  pox  had  treated  him  roughly,  his  face  being  much 
pitted,  yet  iiis  countenance  was  not  unpleasing.  One  peculiar  fea* 
tare  was  tim  upper  lip^  which  was  long^  and  the  indentation  in  the 
oatttra,  from  the  nose  to  the  mouth,  remarkably  deep^  The  chin 
and  laiwsr  part  of  the  free  were  foU  of  manly  oiproBsiaD,.  HiaccM* 
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^xkm  was  florid,  Ihe  hair  light,  if  not  inclining  to  red,  showing  the 
high  Saxon  blood.    Open,  frank,  fond  of  talking,  full  of  anecdote,  the 
Connecticut  claim,  and  the  sufferings  of  the  settlers,  his  hobby,  Col. 
Ffanklin  would  visit  from  house  to  house,  from  neighborhood  to 
neighborhood,  taking  a  circuit  of  miles,  never  in  a  hurry,  yet  always 
iMisy,  tarrying  a  night  with  one,  spending  a  day  with  another ;  the 
Mighbours,  hearing  CoU  Franklin  had  come,  meDt  women  and  chiU 
fen  galtoi^g  in  to  hear  him ;  he  would  inlbrin,  argue^  aronee^  and 
mknert  in  aid  of  the  caose  to  which  he  had  devoted  bis  life;  and 
every  where  wai  thrice  and  oordiallj  wdoonie.    Aoibitioot  be 
certainly  wat.  The  love  of  popalarity  became  hie  roliag  paseiony 
nor  did  he  woo  the  pleasing  and  delusive  gale  in  vain.   For  thirty 
years  he  was  the  idol  of  the  people  whose  interests  he  especially  es- 
poused, and  they  would  mutually  and  cheerfully  have  died  for  each 
other.    As  a  public  speaker,  fond  to  di^splay  his  knowledge,  and  not 
nvene  to  behold  a  crowd  listening  to  his  voice,  he  could  make  no 
pmteneione  to  eloquence;  yet  he  rarely  failed  to  command  at  ten* 
lion,  even  from  the  learned  and  aocompliebed,  for  he  exhibited  a 
tfaorongb  knowledge  of  hie  snhject,  a  surprising  memory,  day,  date^ ' 
mmes,  the  parport  of  every  document  being  stated  by  bim»  withont 
referring  to  paper  or  note,  with  an  aociiracy  rarely  equaled.  Earn* 
«et,  often  vehementt  his  whole  soal  seemed  to  be  in  the  matter.  He* 
quoted  no  poetry,  attempted  no  flight  of  the  imagination,  but  illus* 
tratcd  his  subject  by  an  occasional  (juotation  from  scripture,  and  the 
introduction  of  popular  aphorisms.    After  remaining  many  years  a 
widower,  he  married  Mrs.  Bidlack,  daufrhtcr  of  Capt.  Fuller,  whose 
husband,  Capt.  James  Bidlack,  had  fallen  in  the  battle. 

Immediately  after  the  garrison  was  withdrawn  and  the  people  re- 
eiored  to  their  possessbns,  committees  were  appointed  in  the  inter* 
regnum  of  law,  to  regulate  affiiirs  in  the  settlement^  adjust  controver* 
ties,  punish  ofiendcrs  and  preserve  order*  Town  meetings  not 
legally  warned,"  but  informally  called  together,  were  holden,  and. 
tases  coUeeted ;  while  the  militia  were  organiied  with  a  good  deal 
of  care,  and  led  to  a  choice  of  officers.  At  a  general  parade  ia% 
Shawney,  Capt.  Franklin  was  elected  to  the  command  of  tiic  regi- 
men t,  and  thenceforward  was  called  through  life  by  the  well-known 
appellation  of  Col.  Fkanklut. 

The  first  object  of  the  settlers,  both  ostensible  and  real,  was  to 
obtain  a  trial  for  the  right  of  soil.  What  ulterior  scheme  Colonei 
Franklin  bad  then  devised,  will  appear  in  the  sequel.  Petitions  pre- 
ftnd  to  the  jbsembly  of  Ckmnecticntt  prayiiig  their  interposition^ 
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hid  bora  iMt  ItfwsifL  ArdkMl#  iocMiiigtlilef  the  vMb  wttthig  tNi 
liit  knee,  he  knew  well  the  power,  and  kept  the  pen  in  motkMk 

*•  Wrote  to  William  S.  Johnson,  Jesse  Root  and  Eliphalet  l>yerJ* 
"  Sent  a  letter  to  Esquire  Antis.'*    *♦  ^Vrote  a  letter  to  the  Justices  of 
the  Supreme  Court."   *•  Sent  by  Zerah  Bench,  Esq..  copies  of  letter* 
to  the  Governor  of  Connecticut  nncl  the  committee.''     Wrote  to 
Esquire  Grey."    "  Wrote  to  Major  ISmilb."      Wrote  to  Major 
Smith."   And  these  entries  are  made  in  his  journal,  internnxed  wfth 
ooostant  skirmishings  fighting  and  dyti^,  and  «lio^  the  eunemet* 
with  wbicb  be  devoted  himself  to  the  cause. 
^  AfW  the  pcDoeedings  of  tbe  Covncil  of  Ce*son»  the  CoimeeticMt 
Assembly,  saying  they  bed  no  jurisdntion,  yet  poweHolly  soKeiled 
by  the  aettlera.  and  their  petilione  being  sdrtained  by  tbe  8D>qpe»^ 
bfeuma  Company  and  friende  at  faome,  too  numeroas  and  inAdenlial 
to  be  wholly  disregarded,  passed  a  Vesolotbn  that  ibe  setdM  oogbi 
to  have  the  ndvantfigc  of  a  fair  trial,  and  also  requesting  Governor 
Grisvvulci  to  write  to  tfie  Governint  nt  of  Pennsylvania  rn  their  be- 
half.    The  letter  ^\  as  just  and  appropriate,  and  doubtless  not  'with- 
'out  salutary  influence. 

l*etitiori9  to  Congress  having  before  been  presented,  were  now  re* 
n6wed»  and  as  this  seems  tbe  most  fitting  piaee  to  tnee  the  c^tra* 
ordinary  action  of  that  honorable  body>  we  shall  do  so  whhoat  fan 
terra  ption  to  tbe  dose. 

Col.  Franklin  set  out  on  tbe  6th  of  March,  1765,  Ibr  Now  York,  m 
agent  of  the  aettlers.  Frecedibg  this  thne,  the  foHowHig  axStiMi  hmi 
taken  plaoe>-^ 

Friday,  Jannary  33, 1784. 

"Congress  ri«?=!cmbled :  Present — -Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Caroima  and 
South  Carolina ;  and  from  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  Mr.  Beatty, 
mid  from  Delaware,  Mr.  Tiiton. 

<*On  the  report  of  the  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  Mr. 
Lee  and  Mr.  Williamson,  to  whom  was  referred  a  petition  of  Zebokn 
Butler  and  others,  claiming  under  the  State  of  Connecticut,  prfvate 
right  of  soil  within  the  territory  Westward  of  the  Delaware,  formerly^ 
in  contromsy  between  the  said  State  and  that  of  Fennsyframay 
and  lately  determined  by  a  court,  constituted  and  appointed  agreeably 
to  the  ninth  of  the  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union, 
to  be  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  complain- 
ing that  they  are  disturbed  in  their  right  by  others,  claiming  under 
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the  ttid  State  of  PamuylTania,  and  piraying  that  a  court  may  be  in- 
•Ittttted  under  ihB  nyiUi  article  of  the  confederation,  for  determining 
Ibe  said  right, 

•*  Reuivedf  That  a  coart  be  instituted  aoeording  to  the  said  ninth 
article  of  the  confederttion,  for  determining  the  private  right  of  soil 
within  the  said  territory,  so  far  as  the  same  is  by  the  said  aiticle 
submitted  to  the  determination  of  such  a  court. 

"That  the  fourth  Monday  in  June  next,  be  a«5siorned  for  the  a|>- 
pearance  of  the  prir!ic«:,  by  their  lawful  agents  beSore  Congress,  or  the 
Committee  of  the  States,  wheresoever  they  shali  be  then  sitting. 

''That  notice  of  the  assignment  of  the  said  day,  be  given  to  the 
parties  in  the  following  form : — 

To  the  claimants  of  the  private  right  of  soil  within  the  territory 
wesiward  of  the  Delaware,  heretofore  in  controversy  between  the 
States  of  Conaectiettt  and  Pennsylvania,  and  adjudged  by  the  sen- 
tence of  a  court  constituted  and  appointed  agreeably  to  the  ninth  of 
the  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union,  to  be  within  the 
jurisUiclifjii  of  ilic  State  of  Pennsylvania,  it  is  hereby  made  known: 
That  sundry  indi^  iduuls  claiming  private  right  of  soil  under  the 
State  of  Connecticut,  within  ihe  said  territory,  have  made  application 
to  Congress,  stating  that  they  have  been  disturbed  in  their  said  right 
of  soil  by  others,  claiming  under  the  State  of  Pennsylvania;  and 
praying  for  the  institution  of  a  court  for  determining  the  said  private 
right  of  soil,  in  pursuance  of  the  ninth  article  of  confederation: 
And  that  the  fourth  Monday  in  June  next  is  assigned  for  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  parties  by  their  lawful  agents  before  Congresn,  or  a 
CoBHUttee  of  the  States,  wheresoever  they  shall  be  then  sitting,  to 
proceed  in  the  premises  as  by  the  confederation  is  directed. 

By  order  of  Congress. 

Cbaelbs  Thomson,  Secretary. 

**  Reaolvedt  That  the  said  notice  be  transmitted  by  the  secretary, 
to  the  Executives  of  the  States  of  Connecticut  and  Pennsylvania,  with 
a  request  that  they  will  take  proper  measures  for  having  the  same 
served  on  the  parties  interested  under  their  States  respectively." 

"  Saturday,  April  d4, 1784* 

Congress  assembled  :  Present  a«  yesterday. 
A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Hand,  seconded  by  Mr.  Montgomery, 
in  the  words  following: 
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**  Whereas,  CoDgress  have  by  their  reiohitm  of  the  23d  day  of 
Januarjr  last*  on  the  petition  of  Zebulon  Bntler,  and  others,  <Krected 
the  instttation  of  a  court  to  determine  the  priTate  right  of  ioil  witbn 
the  territory  westward  of  the  Delaware,  formerly  in  dispute  betweeo 
the  states  of  Connecticut  and  Pennsylrania,  agreeably  to  the  nintk 
of  the  articles  of  confederation,  and  have  assigned  the  fourth  Monday 
in  June  next,  fur  the  appearance  of  the  parties  by  their  lawful  agents, 
before  Congress  or  a  committee  of  the  states,  to  proceed  in  the  pre- 
mises, as  by  the  confederation  is  directed.  And  whereas,  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  have,  by  their  resolutions  of 
the  14  th  day  of  February  las^,  instructed  their  delegates  in  Congresiv 
as  follows : 

[<«  In  General  Assembly,  Saturday,  February  14, 1784,  A*  K 
Resoived,  1st.  That  the  delegates  of  this  State  be  tnstmeled  Co 
apply  immediately  to  Congress  for  an  explanation  of  their  act  of  llie 
8dd  day  of  last  month,  it  appearing  to  be  nncertain  whetiier  tbo 
fourth  Monday  in  June  next  ts  fixed  for  the  purpose  of  appointtng 
commissiuners  or  judges  to  constitute  n  court  fur  hearing,  and  deter- 
mining the  matter  in  question,  or  for  the  purpose  of  deciding  how  far 
tlic  same  is,  by  the  ninth  article  of  confederation»  submitted  to  the 
determination  of  such  a  court. 

"2d«  That  if  Congress  by  their  said  act  meant  the  appointment 
of  commissioners  or  judges  next  June,  then  the  said  delegatea  mom 
for  a  reconsideration  of  the  said  act,  and  represent  to  Congress,  that 
the  agents  for  the  state  of  Connecticut  did,  upon  the  late  trial  sit 
Trenton,  suggest  to  the  conrt  there,  that  the  tenants  in  pooscaaion  of 
the  lands  m  oontrorersy,  and  particniarly  the  companies  of  Debtwm 
and  Susquehanna,  were  improving  and  holding  largo  tracts  of  land 
under  title  from  the  State  of  Connectieut;  and  that  by  the  same  article 
of  confederation,  a  court  is  to  be  established  for  the  trial  of  the 
private  right  of  soil,  only  where  it  is  claimed,  under  different 
grants  of  two  or  more  states,  so  that  Zebulon  Butler  and  the  other 
claimants  cannot  be  entitled  to  such  a  court,  unless  they  come  within 
the  description  aforesaid,  which  it  is  apprehended  they  do  not.  That 
if  Congress  should  consent  to  establish  courts  at  the  instanoe  of  per» 
sons,  not  first  proving  themselves  to  be  tncladed  in  the  description 
aforesaid,  the  citizens  of  this  State  may  be  harrassed  by  a  multitude 
of  pretended  claims  at  the  suit  of  adventurers  or  invaders  of  the  state, 
and  in  the  present  instance  at  the  suit  of  persons  who  have  settled 
in  defiance  of  the  rcsulutiou  uf  Congress  of  the  '^od  day  of  Decem- 
ber, 1775. 
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3M.    That  if  Congress  shall  resolve  that  ihe  matter  in  question 
by  the  said  article  of  the  confederal  ion,  submitted  to  the  detcnnina- 
Uon  of  such  a  court,  then  the  said  delegates  insist  that  Zebulon  Butler, 
and  the  other  claimants,  be  required,  immediately,  to  exhibit  to  CoQ- 
gress  schedules  particularizing  their  claims/'] 

Then  proceeds  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Hand* 

^  RemUvedt  Thai  it  was  the  intention  of  Congress*  by  their  act  of 
the  33d  day  of  January  lasl^  that  commissioners  or  judges  should  be 
apfx>inted  on  the  fourth  Monday  in  June  next,  agreeably  to  Ihe  ninth 
of  the  articles  of  confederation,  to  determine  the  private  right  of  soil 
within  the  territory  westward  of  the  Delaware,  formerly  in  contro- 
versy between  the  Slates  of  Connecticut  and  Pennsylvania,  aiid  lately 
determined  to  be  witliin  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State  of  rennsylvania. 
Nevertheless,  as  the  petitiojiers  aforesaid  have  not  shown  to  Congress 
that  their  claims  to  the  private  right  of  soil,  within  the  territory 
aforesaid,  originate  from  grants  obtained  from  the  state  of  Connecti- 
cutt*  which  alone  can  entitle  them  to  a  court,  agreeably  to  the  ninth  of 
ihe  articles  of  confederation.  Resolved^  that  the  resolution  of  the 
23d  day  of  January  last,  directing  the  institution  of  a  court  for  de- 
termining the  private  right  of  soil  within  the  territory  westward  of 
the  Delaware^  formerly  in  controversy  between  the  States  of  Con- 
necticut and  PennsylTania,  and  appointing  the  fourth  Monday  in 
June  next  for  the  appearance  of  the  parties,  by  their  lawful  agents, 
before  Congress,  or  a  Coinmittee  of  the  States,  be,  and  it  is  hereby 
suspended,  until  Zebulon  Butler,  and  the  other  petitioners  claimants 
as  aforesaid,  exhil>it  to  Congress,  or  a  Committee  of  the  States, 
schedules,  particularizing  their  claims.  Resolved^  that  the  parties, 
claimants  as  aforesaidi  be  informed^  that  their  appearance  by  their 
agents  before  Congress,  or  a  Committee  of  the  States,  as  specified  hy 
the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  23d  day  of  January  last,  will  not  be 
neoesMry,  until  the  further  determinations  of  Congress,  or  a  Com- 
lailtee  of  the  States,  in  the  premises,  be  made  known  to  them.** 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Howell,  seconded  by  Mr.  Montgomery, 
that  the  foregoing  motion  be  committed  ;  and  on  the  question  for  com- 
mitment, the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Hand. 

N.  Hampshire.  MA^^^Acausnm. 
Mr.  Foster,  ay )  Mr.  Gerry,  ay ) 

Blancbard,      ay )  ^  Patridge,  i  ^ 

•  Tbb,  nokwilhilaiiding  iIm  ftnthmiml  tgrnte  of  ContiMlieat  hmA  twie«  offidtlly  tUtMl  •! 
tb*  Traoton  trial,  tha  tiM  Wjoming  wttleft  ilerivad  tiwir  claim  flon  Coonaolicttt,  anJ  tbat 
■ahma  daehfirian  m»  imduM  an  tlia  Jooroab  af  Gomiaai. 
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Rhode  Island. 
Mr.  Ellery,  no 

Uowelly  ay 
Connecticut. 
Mr.  Sherman,  no 

Wadsworth,  no 
New  York. 
Mr.  De  Witt,  ay 

Paine,  ay 
New  Jersey. 
Mr.  Bcatly,  no 

Dick,  ay 

Pennsylvania. 
Mr.  Mifflin,  ay 

Montgomery,   ay  J  ay 

Hand,  ay 


div. 
no 
ay 
div. 


Marylahi). 

Mr.  Stone, 
Chase, 
Virginia. 
Mr.  Jefferson, 
Hardy, 
Mercer, 
Monroe, 
N.  Carolina. 
Mr.  Williamson, 
Spai^ht, 
S.  Carouna. 
Mr.  Read, 
Beresford, 


ay) 
ay  \ 


ay 


8V  ) 

ay  i 


*'  So  it  was  resolved  to  commit  it." 

Certainly  the  resolutions  of  the  Pennsylvania  Assembly  are  drawn 
with  consummate  ability.  Whether  the  cogency  of  reasoning,  or  other 
causes  then  in  operation,  produced  the  decision,  the  impartial  reader 
must  determine.    At  a  subsequent  session, 

"  Wednesday,  September  21, 1785. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  tlie  letter  of  the  24th  of 
December,  1784,  from  the  Governor  of  Connecticut,  stating  claims 
of  settlers  of  Wyoming,  with  a  copy  of  a  memorial  of  sundry  inhabi- 
tants at  Wyoming,  and  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Legislalure 
of  Connecticut  relative  thereto,  which  was  the  subject  of  debate  on 
Monday  and  Tuesday. 

And  a  motion  having  been  made  by  the  State  of  Peoosylvania. 
io  the  words  following  ; — 

"  Are  the  proceedings  on  the  first  application  of  the  persons  al- 
leged to  be  settlers  at  Wyoming,  continued  and  in  force,  notwith- 
standing the  non-appearance  of  the  applicants  on  tlie  26lh  of  Juoe. 
1784,  and  the  recess  of  Congress  and  the  Committee  of  the  Slates,  at 
that  time. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  King,  seconded  by  Mr.  Johnson,  to 
postpone  that  motion  in  order  to  take  up  the  following  : — 

"Whereas,  on  the  fourth  Monday  of  June,  1784,  being  the  day 
assigned  for  the  appearance  of  the  parties  under  the  act  of  Congress 
of  the  23d  of  January,  1784,  upon  the  petition  of  Zebulon  Butler 
and  others,  claiming  under  the  State  of  Connecticut,  private  right 
of  soil  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State  of  Penosylvaoia,  Congresi 
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were  then  in  recasi,  and  a  quoruu  of  the  committee  of  the  Stales, 
did  not  assemble, 

*'  JUsolvedf  That  furilittr  day  be  given  to  the  f^eftieiy  aad  that 
the  Monday  of  be  BMtgned  for  the  appeertaeo  «f  the 
parties  by  their  Uwfal  agents  before  Congrees,  whaMoever  thagr 
•hall  be  then  sitting;  or  if  Co^gresi  thall  not  od  thai  day  ha  to 
ieMioo,  tbea  on  the  day  of  their  Bession  neit  followiog  the  nid 
Monday  of  that  noliee  of  the  assigmneBt  of  the  lakl  day^  be 
given  to  the  parties  in  the  ibllowiag  form:*'  etc— 

"On  the  question  to  postpone  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  tiie  yeas 
and  nays  bein<?  required  by  Mr.  A\'iUon, 

"  Tt  was  resolved  m  the  athrtiialive. 

"  After  debate^  the  motion  before  the  House  was  ^vlthdrawn  by  the 
mmer,  and  a  motion  wai  made  by  Mr.  Smiths  seconded  by  Mr«  I^itiu 
as  follows  i-^ 

Whereas,  the  petition  of  Zebuioo  Butler  and  others*  elaiming  pri- 
vate right  of  soil  under  the  State  of  CoBnecticut,  and  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania!  doth  not  deserihe 
with  snfficlent  certainty  the  traet  of  land  claimed  by  the  said  Zebnlon 

Butler  and  others,  nor  particularly  name  the  private  adverse  claim, 
under  irrants  fruia  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania, 

Resolved,  That  the  iciolulions  of  Conirress  of  the  day  of 
Jannnry,  1781,  relative  to  the  claim  of  Zebubn  Butler  and  others, 
be»  and  hereby  are  repealed. 

"  A  flwtbn  was  made  by  Mr.  Read,  seconded  by  Mr.  Graysont  to 
postpone  that  motion,  in  order  to  take  up  the  following:— 

Whereas,  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  on  the  Ml 
day  of  January,  1784,  on  the  petition  of  Zebnlon  Butler  and  others, 
claiming  under  the  Slate  ef  Ceoaecficttt,  private  right  of  soil  within 
the  -tern lory  westward  of  the  Delaware,  formerly  in  eontnwersy 
between  the  said  Stale  and  that  of  Pennsylvania,  and  lately  deter- 
mined by  a  court  constituted  and  a[>i  minted  agreeably  to  the  Otii  fif 
the  articles  of  confederation  and  porpotual  union,  to  be  wrlltin  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  eomplnininrr  that  they 
nre  disturljed  in  their  right,  by  others  claiming  under  the  said 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  praying  that  a  court  may  be  instituted 
Qoder  the  9th  article  of  the  confederation  for  determtnii^  the  said 
right, 

JUmfaed,  That  a  court  be  instituted  accordmg  to  the  anid  9tb 
irtiele  of  the  confederation  for  determming  the  private  right  of  toil 
within  the  said  territoiy,  so  far  as  the  same  is  by  the  said  articles 

submitted  to  the  determiaation  of  such  a  court.   That  the  founU 
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Monday  in  June  next  be  assigned  for  the  appearance  of  the  parties 
by  their  lawful  agents  before  Congress  or  the  Committee  of  the 
Slates,  wheresoever  they  shall  then  be  sitting."  And  whereas,  on 
the  said  fourth  Monday  in  June,  Congress  was  not  in  session,  and  a 
sufficient  number  of  the  Committee  of  the  States,  appointed  by  Con- 
gress on  the  29th  day  of  May,  1784,  did  not  assemble  on  the  said  4th 
Monday  in  June ;  and  whereas,  it  does  not  appear  to  the  United 
States  in  Congress  assembled,  that  on  the  said  4th  Monday  in  June, 
1784,  either  the  parties  petitioning,  or  the  claimants  of  the  private 
right  of  soil  under  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  did  appear  at  the  city  of 
Annapolis,  to  prosecute  or  defend  their  respective  rights ;  therefore 
Resolved t  That  the  force  of  the  said  recited  resolution  of  the 
23d  of  January,  1784,  is  determined,  and  that  the  same  resolution 
ought  not  to  be  considered  at  the  present  day  as  having  any  validity 
or  effect." 

**  And  on  the  question  to  postpone  for  the  purpose  above  mentioned, 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Wilson,  it  passed  in  the 
negative. 

**  A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Pinckney,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Johnson,  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the  motion  before  the 
House,  in  order  to  take  into  consideration  the  motion  moved  by  Mr. 
King,  as  before  recited,  and  which  was  withdrawn. 

"  And  on  the  question  to  postpone  for  the  purpose  mentioned,  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Wilson,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

**  On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  motion  before  the  House,  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Wilson,  it  was  resolved  in  the 
affirmative,  as  follows  : — 

•*  Whereas,  the  petition  of  Zebulon  Butler  and  others,  claiming 
private  right  of  soil  under  the  State  of  Connecticut,  and  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  doth  not  describe 
with  sufficient  certainty  the  tract  of  land  claimed  by  the  said  Zebulon 
Butler  and  others,  nor  particularly  name  the  private  adverse  claims 
under  grants  from  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania, 

"  Resolvedf  That  the  resolutions  of  Congress,  of  the  23d  day  of 
January,  1784,  relative  to  the  claim  of  Zebulon  Butler  and  others,  be, 
and  hereby  are  repealed." 

The  unanimity  was  remarkable,  every  State  but  two  voting  affir- 
matively. New  Hampshire,  interested  in  the  Vermont  grants,  and 
Connecticut  being  obliged  to  do  so,  to  save  appearances,  a  powerful 
interest  at  home  being  concerned.  It  might  have  been  supposed  that 
the  Wyoming  people  should  have  notice  and  time  to  amend  their 
plea,    h  might  have  been  supposed  that  the  questions  whether 
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''Z.  Bullerattdothen;'  had  with  sofficient  aceoraey  set  forth  their 
bou  ndaries,  was  one,  not  for  Congrauy  but  the  ooert  to  decide.  If  no 
Wyoming  aettler  could  hare  a  trial  until  he  could  lay  with  certainly 
who  was  the  adverse  claimant,  a  matter  it  was  almost  impossible 
he  could  know  or  ascertain,  his  chance  was  hopeless. 

If,  on  the  other  hand,  a  secret  understanding  prevailed  through* 
out  Congress,  that  Pennsylvania,  by  a  previous  arrangement  with 
Connecticut,  \\  to  possess  all  within  her  charter,  the  settlers  being 
at  her  mercy,  and  Connecticut  to  receive  an  equivalent  wrst;  and 
now,  after  the  renewed  troubles  at  Wyoming,  if  secret  pletl^es  were 
given  that  a  more  liberal  course  should  be  pursued  towards  the  unfor- 
tunate inhabitants,  then  the  resolutioii,  otherwise  so  extraordinary,  is 
easy,  plain,  and  perfectly  comprehensible.  Certain  it  is  that  imme- 
diately thereafter,  the  course  of  policy  pursued  by  Pennsylvania  as- 
sumed an  aspect  of  conciliation  and  justice,  interrupted,  it  is  true,  by 
violent  effi>rts  of  her  land  claimants  to  stimulate  the  government  to 
renew  coercive  measures  against  the  settlers ;  but  those  efforts  were 
in  vain,  and  the  State,  in  sincerity  it  is  believed,  resolved,  by  equita- 
ble terms  of  compromise,  to  quiet  those  claimants  in  their  possessions 
who  inhabited  Wyoming  before  tlie  Decree  of  Trenton.  But  the 
8et'(i>  of  violent  commotion,  if  not  of  revolution,  were  already  sown. 
Ttie  fruit  will  be  seen  in  the  sequel.* 

*A  vnrjr  aufoiM  tnattrr  denaadt  iiodee.  In  Cot.  Franklin's  accurate  am]  inTaluabN 

Jotirnfil.  procrctltn?Ts  nf  ('Dn-^refw  are  rceordcJ,  which  the  journals  of  th^^t  V>!?v  r?n  not  no- 
tice. New  York,  Thurstiay,  Sppf#»ii|ifr  ITH'-!,  Mp«r!ir^.  John  Franklin,  KIk'hc/at  John- 
«nn,  Phineas  Pierce  and  Lord  Butter,  ^prct>cntcd  a  pcuiiun)  "to  know  the  grounds  and 
paMOM  of  th*  iMolf*  9tCongnm  of  Um  SUl;  and  to  ba  qaiet  in  our  pomwioni  at  Wjro- 
mlngt  until  a  palhton  eooU  ba  bninght  in^  and  a  dodrion  liad  thevBon."  Mr.  Bntfw  aat 
off  f«)r  Wyoming ;  aentl  lettera. 

"  Friday  23d,  our  petiiiona  referred  to  CoL  Johnaonof  Conaaclfeiit^  Mr.  Shnldl  of  Now 
York,  and  Mr.  Bedfiird  of  DHaware.'* 

"Slilli  and  27th,  waiting  on  Congr«'fs." 

'*28th.  This  day  the  committee  report  in  favour  of  our  petition.  That  the  repeal  of  tha 
icaoltitHia  of  Cnngreaa  vaa  feondad  in  tlia  iaanlBaianpf  of  tbo  anagBlaooa,  and  dafadifo  da. 
aeriplknof  Ibolandi  in  eontiovarajrt  ond  waa  notlntonded  to  fiwadoae tho proprietor*,  aattlem 

and  claimants  of  lands  it  aud  near  Wyoming,  for  tho  appointment  of  a  Federal  courtlotrf 
their  righta  of  wi!,  to  tho  land  included  in  the  purchaw*  maile  of  tfje  natives  by  the  SiiiM|n<»- 
hnnnn  and  Delnu  irr^  f^'r  ni|  nnien,  by  the  leave  and  npproln'inn  of  the  then  colony  of  Connec- 
ticut, wht'n  a  petition  shall  l>c  brought  de«K;ribing  the  land,  and  naming  the  adr«rae  claimant 
with  due  degree  of  cerUinty.**   "  Tho  wpoft  waa  diMpproved'* 
'*  Friday,  Sept.  90th.  Roport  roeonddeiod,  bat  notUng  dono.** 
Monday,  Oolobar  ad.  Tho  wpoit  weoorfdwod,  bat  waa  leal  for  tho  want  of  oaa  Tota 
la  oarry  tlio  mooNo.  Tlma  the  Connecticut  settlers  were  **  shuffled  ofl,"  rff^ntixl  a  trial  by  tho 
interposition  ot  unressr.natile  ulw-tacles.   I'ierfe  and  Johnson  ?rt  afl"  for  Wiike«hnrrr.    Fri  liy 
7th.  f  "ir't  f»fr  for  White  Plninw.  8th.  To  IVinl'iirv.  dr.."  mnkliii^  :i  lonrth  ji>nrnf  v  toContieC> 

ttcut  withm  the  year.   Truiy  Col.  Fraaklia  may  be  termed  the  ''iNOKFATicAaLB.* 


Digitized  by  Google 


I 


daO  HISTORY  OP  WY0^X1^G^. 

CoL  FranUifl,  oomprehenduig  the  hopelteuess  of  any  jGiTorabk 

action  on  the  part  of  Congress,  pursued  his  way  to  Connecticii^ 
and  mingling  with  his  old  friends  and  the  active  merubers  of  the  Sus- 
quehanna Company,  visited — talked — proposed — suggested — opeoed 
to  the  ambitious  new  scenes  of  honour — lo  the  young,  an  excitinc  if 
not  a  noble  field  for  enterprise, — to  all  a  source  of  wealth,  in  the  rich 
and  widely  extended  limits  of  the  CoiUMCticut  claim  oa  the  Susque- 
haOBB*  Pemifiylvanla,  all  braocbes  of  her  government  united,  and 
with  a  military  force  upon  the  groaod,  bad  not  beea  abla  lo  di^ 
fKMseas  a  haadfal  of  settlers  from  the  Wyoming  Valley.  The  wromp 
saflered  by  those  people  had  awakened  universal  sympathy*  Fabtic 
leotiraent,  a  host  m  Itself,  was  in  favour  of  the  Cooneetieut  claiq^ 
What  eould  Pennsylvania  do,  if  the  Susquehanna  and  Drawers 
Compauius  resumed  the  making  of  grunts,  and  New  England  poured 
on  a  stream  of  hardy  adventurers,  ajul  took  possession  of  ilie  Jar»d  ? 
By  the  Hampshire  grants,  Vermont  had  been  successfully  sen  led  aod 
defended  in  spite  of  all  tlie  power  of  New  York,  close  neigh\>our?, 
whereas  the  settlemeotB  of  Pennsylvania  were  separated  from  lUose 
of  Wyoming,  by  mountains  and  forests  extremely  difiicult  to  pene- 
trate. A  chord  was  struck  that  vibrated  through  all  New  Engiand. 
Franklin,  in  the  spirit  of  his  oath,  infused  his  own  soul,  glowlpg  with 
resentment  and  ambition,  into  the  people  with  whom  he  conversed, 
from  which  most  important  consequences  resulted ;  and  had  not  his 
schemes  been  counteracted  by  a  timely  and  prudent  change  of  policy 
on  the  [)art  of  her  authorities,  Pennsylvaiiiu  had  lost  her  fair  norfhern 
possessions,  or  by  new  civil  war,  extinguished  the  Conncclicul  claim 
in  blood. 

On  Col.  Franklin's  return,  April  24th,  having  been  absent  nearly 
two  months,  a  town  meeting  [not  "  legally  warned  **]  was  held,  and 
the  people  given  to  understand  that  movements  in  their  behalf  might 
be  expected  from  abroad.  On  the  SOth,  in  company  with  Messrs. 
Pierce  and  Johnson,  he  warned  Van  Gorder,  one  of  the  few  Pennsyl- 
vania settlers  remaining,  to  quit  the  land.  Monday,  May  2d,  a  meet* 
ing  of  the  Wilkesbarre  proprietors  was  holden ;  and  on  the  14th, 
CoL  Franklin  again  set  off  for  Connecticut,  to  attend  an  expected 
meeting  of  the  Susrjuchanna  Company  at  llai  iford.  The  inert  mass 
was  not  yet  suillciently  warmed,  to  be  moved  to  his  wishes.  Doubts 
and  fears  seem  lo  have  hung  around  and  retarded  the  aciinn  of  the 
prudent  Yankees.  No  meeting  had  been  called ;  the  committee,  still 
slumbering,  had  neglected  to  give  the  proper  notice.  Supported 
especially  by  Maj.  Wm.  Judd,  of  Farmington,  Col.  Franklin  went 
firom  town  lo  town,  to  Windham,  to  Hartford,  to  Waierlowa^  to  Cot* 
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Chester;  and  ai^;iin  to  Hartford,  where,  from  the  public  records  he 
took  copies  of  papers  to  aid  him  io  sustaininir  the  Connecticut  clatm, 
which  lie  every  where  preached  with  a[)ostf>!ic  real. 

Having  now  made  arrangements  for  a  meeting  of  the  company  in 
Joiy,  he  bs9t6tied  back  to  Wyoming,  where  he  arrived  on  the  29th 
<»f  June.  Immedietely  a  towD  meeting  was  called,  the  people  tid* 
dretted,  and  encouraged  to  be  ftrm  in  defeuce  of  their  righta. 

Among  the  lew  who  still  held  the  lands  they  occupiedt  under  titla 
derited  from  Pennsylmnta,  was  David  Meade,  Esq.,  who  was  seated 
on  the  fartn  a  mile  Mow  the  Court  House,  on  the  Carey  Town  road, 
a  charming  situation,  to  be  sought  for  with  eagerness,  and  to  be 
abandoned  with  reluctance.    Justice  Meade  was  one  of  the  earliest 
Connecticut  settlers,  the  accurate  surveyor  of  Wilkesbarre.  During 
the  war  he  had  removed  to  near  Fort  Au^^u'-ta,      a  place  of  greater 
security,  where,  undergomg  a  change  of  principles  or  opinions,  he 
made  up  his  mind  to  take  part  with  the  Pennsylvania  land  datiranta, 
•gainst  his  old  Wyoming  neighbours.   At  Patterson's  election,  as  has 
been  Telated,  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  Justices  of  Peace^  and 
being  commissioned,  removed  to  Wilkesbarre.    Bis  conduet  as 
a  magistrate  seemed  to  have  been  marked  by  forbeaminee,  and  as  m 
man,  often  by  kindness.  The  Yankees  frequently  appealed  to  hinif 
when  in  distress,  and  he  yielded  his  good  offices  in  then*  fiivonr.  Tall, 
slender,  bent  a  little  forward,  with  a  countenance  mild,  and  of  a  grave 
deportment,  Justice  Meade  was  calculated,  under  other  circum- 
stances, and  in  less  boisterous  times,  to  have  been  n  favorite.  But 
it  could  illy  be  brooked,  that  one  of  Patterson's  Justices  should  hold 
possessions  under  the  "  Penny  mite  claim,"  as  it  was  termed,  on  the 
rich  bottom  lands  of  Wilkesbarre  too,  and  he  a  renegade  and  trailer 
fhim  the  Yankee  ranks;  moreover,  and  probably  with  justiee  he  was 
regarded  as  atill  the  agent  of  the  land  daimants,  and  a  spy  on  the 
MNidiiet  of  the  Comteetieut  people.  His  expulsion  was,  therelbfe, 
under  the  new  spirit  awakened  by  Col.  Franklin  on  his  return^  deter* 
mined  on.   Rising  one  morning  Mr.  Meade  beheld  a  dozen  men 
mowing  his  meadow,  and  all  orders  to  desist,  or  requests  for  eirplane- 
tion,  were  equally  disregarded  ;  they  went  on  openly  and  carted  off 
tb'^  hay.    A  warrant  was  forthwith  issued,  and  several  arrested  on  a 
charge  of  riot,  and  brought  Itefore  Justice  Meade.    Evasive  answers 
to  his  questions  were  given  by  those  whom  he  knew,  and  first  inter- 
rogated.    And  who  are  you,  Sirt"  said  he,  to  one  whom  he  was 
not  acquainted  with,  and  what  have  you  to  say  lbr  yourself  t"  My 
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Mid  tk0 feilowi  witk afiaotod  iiwplklljr,  iaOliver  BamkMM 
•Ad  if  I  ever  did  you  any  good  in  the  world*  I  an  •orry  for  it**  A 
borit  of  laughter  followed  this  sally,  when  Mason  F.  Aldea  spoke  up 
'  asd  said,  '*  Sqoirs  Meade,  it  is  you  or  us;  PenDymilee  and  Yaakses 

can't  li?e  together  io  Wyoming.   Our  lines  don't  agree.   We  give 
you  fair  notice  to  quit,  and  that  shortly."    Meade  immediately  called 
to  his  aid  thirty  or  forty  men,  and  having  garrisoned  his  house,  re- 
solved to  defend  himself.    Writs  were  obteined  against  the  rioters, 
and  Maj.  Crawford,  as  SheritTs  Deputy,  was  sent  up  from  Sunbury ; 
but  finding  it  difficult  to  serve  them,  left  the  writs  with  CoL  Butlert 
Ibat  he  might  request  the  persons  to  go  voluntarily  to  Sunbuiy,  and 
give  themsdvesup»  or  outer  bait  Displeasad  with  this  lenieutoDani^ 
oompbiot  was  made  by  Meade  against  Sheriff  Auti^  and  tbe  parties 
were  cited  before  the  authorities  in  Philadelphia,  Capl.  Bboit  being 
called  to  attend  as  a  witness.  On  the  return  of  Justice  Meade,  the 
cannon,  that  terrible  four  pounder,  was  paraded  before  his  house, 
and  on  Monday,  the  8th  of  August,  he  retired  with  his  men  fi  am  the 
Valley,  h  avintr,  it  is  believed,  no  Pennsylvania  claimant  on  the  Wy- 
oming lands.    We  have  been  more  pnrticniar  in  tracing  these  events, 
from  the  character  and  consequence  of  the  gentleman  concerned,  both 
00  the  Susquehanna,  and  as  the  founder  of  the  fine  town  of  MeadviUe, 
in  Crawford  County,  the  scite  of  which,  then  a  wilderncf;'!,  was  allotted 
to  bim  as  an  indemnity  for  bis  losses  at  Wyomingi   Tbe  Assembly 
also^  by  an  Act  of  Sept  23,  1766,  in  consideration  that   be  was 
requested  to  continue  there  (at  Wyoming,)  as  long  as  poasible^  by 
which  means  he  has  been  subjected  to  heavy  expenses  in  giving  infor- 
mation to  the  Government,  and  other  matters,"  <&c.,  provided,  "  That 
the  Supreme  Executive  Council  be,  and  they  are  liereby  authorized 
to  draw  an  order  on  the  Treasurer  of  the  State,  for  the  sum  of  sixty- 
seven  pounds,  and  three  pence,  the  balance  due  him."    What  seemed 
an  evil,  thus  proved  to  him  a  singular  advantage ;  wealth  beyosd  bin 
fondest  imaginings,  having  resulted  from  his  expulsion. 

A  month  having  been  occupied  in  dispossessing  Meade^  Cokmsft 
Franklin  bad,  in  tbe  mean  time^  made  his  thud  vinl  witbio  fivn 
mootbs,  to  Connecticut,  and  mnst  have  traveled  nearly  two  tbonsasd 
miles»  The  meeting  of  the  Susquehanna  Company  was  boiden  at 
Hartford  on  the  18th  of  July,  176S.  No  moderator  is  named— do 
clerk  appointed.   Instead  of  the  usual  title,  it  is  stykd,  *'  A  meeting 

♦  Epbnim  M'Coy      his  ml  juime. 
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of  the  Proprielors,  Purchasers  and  Settlers  of  the  land  on  the  Sus- 
quehanna river,  under  the  countenance  and  title  oi  the  Slate  of  Con- 
necticut, legally  warned,"  etc  It  is  a  State  paper  of  altogether  too 
much  consequence  to  he  omitted,  or  passed  lightly  over  :  nor  can  it 
be  regarded  as  much  leas  lhao  a  manifesto  of  war.  Maliga  aod  por- 
tentous to  the  Sl«le»  as  were  its  appmnt  indications^  it  proved  roosl 
benign  and  stluUiry  in  its  ultimate  effects,  for  from  tbence  sprung 
those  memifes,  and  that  eonrse  of  policy^  that  has  peopled  north- 
eastern Pennsylvania,  Luaemo,  Wyoming,  Susquehanna  and  Bmd- 
Ibrd  eoonties,  with  so  great  a  portion  of  hardy,  moral,  industrions 
Kew  Bnglanders,  faithfiil  to  the  laws,  ready,  with  cheerfulness,  if 
necessary,  to  fiojht  and  die  for  the  good  old  Commonwealth ;  who 
have  by  unreroitting  toil,  caused  a  rugged  wilderness  lo  blossom  like 
the  rose,  thus  showing,  that 

'*  Though  man  propoM^ 
God  ditpoMS." 

The  chief  part  of  proceedings  we  copy. 

At  a  meeting  of  |he  Proprietors,  Purohasers  and  Settlers  of  the 
land  on  the  Snsquehanan  rivery  under  the  countenanee  and  title  of 
the  Sute  of  Connecticut*  l^ly  warned  and  held  at  Uartford, 
July  13,  A.  SL,  1785. 

This  meeting  taking  into  consideration  the  sitnation  of  their  claim, 
the  large  sums  of  money  expended  in  the  purchase,  settlement  and 
defence  of  tlie  same,  and  the  justice  of  their  claim  to  the  said  land, 
do  resolve: — 

1.  That  the  purchase  they  made  of  the  Indian  natives,  prophetOTB 
of  said  lands,  was  fair,  bona  fide^  and  for  a  valuable  considera- 
tion paid  previous  to  any  other  purchase  of  said  lands  fiom  said  In- 
dians* 

3.  That  at  the  time  of  nudting  said  purchase,  there  was  not,  nor 
M^t  there  ever  to  have  been,  a  doubt  respecting  the  right  of  Gon- 
■neticut  to  the  jurisdictbn  and  right  of  pre-emption  of  that  territory, 
the  charter  and  letters  patent  to  Connecticut  being  in  fact  eighteen 
years  prior  to  the  patent  to  Sir  William  Peon,  which  in  ter wis  the 
most  explicit  did  cover  said  lands. 

3.  That  in  confidence  in  the  Charter  of  Connecticut,  whicfi  they 
judged  to  be  as  sure  and  secured  as  the  solemn  acts  of  any  pub- 
lic body  can  be,  and  with  tlio  countenance  and  approbation  of  the 
colony  of  Connecticut,  they  made  the  purchase  and  setUement  afom' 
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said,  and  have  at  vast  expense  of  blood  and  treasure,  purchased  and 
defended  their  possessions  against  the  commoa  enenfiy  to  the  great 
emolument  and  security  of  the  United  States. 

4.  That  although  the  Court  constituted  to  determine  the  right  of 
)  jurisdiction  between  the  States  of  Connecticut  and  Pennsylvania, 
have  astonished  the  world  with  the  decision  in  favour  of  Pennsvlva- 
nia,  yet  our  right  to  those  lands  in  possession,  as  founded  in  law  and 
justice,  is  clear  and  unquestionable ;  and  we  cannot  and  will  not 
give  it  up. 

6.  That  the  conduct  of  the  State  and  people  of  Pennsylvania, 
I   towards  the  proprietors  of  the  lands  on  the  river  Susquehanna,  in 
consequence  of  the  decree  of  Trenton,  in  A.  D.  1782,  was  impolitic, 
unjust,  and  tyrannical,  and  has  a  tendency  to  interrupt  the  harmony 
of  the  Stales. 

Voted — That  this  Company  will  support  their  claim  and  right  of 
soil,  to  all  lands  laying  on  the  waters  of  the  river  Susquehanna, 
included  in  the  Deed  of  Purchase  from  the  Six  Nations  of  Indians, 
native  owners,  and  proprietors  thereof,  and  confirmed  to  said  Com- 
pany by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  agreceble  to  the 
laws  of  said  State,  and  that  the  Committee  of  said  Company  be,  and 
they  are  hereby  authorized  to  dispose  of  all  non-resident  delinquent 
proprietors'  rights,  who  have  or  shall  neglect  to  pay  their  taxes, 
agreeable  to  the  vote  of  said  Company,  taking  the  previous  steps 
pointed  out  in  the  act  of  Assembly  regulating  the  same. 

Voted — That  this  Company  will  support  the  proprietors,  owners, 
settlers,  and  claimers  of  the  country  aforesaid,  in  their  new  applica- 
tion to  Congress  for  a  trial  of  the  right  of  soil,  agreeable  to  the 
second  paragraph  of  the  ninth  article  of  the  Confederation  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  and  that  we  will  protect  our  settlers  in 
said  country  from  all  lawless  outrage,  unjustifiable  and  wanton 
depredations  of  property  or  personal  abuse,  whether  under  counte- 
nance of  law,  or  otherwise,  until  such  their  right  is  judicially  deter- 
mined. 

Voted — That  every  able-bodied  and  effective  man,  approved  by 
any  one  of  the  Company's  Committee,  not  being  a  proprietor,  and 
that  will  repair  to  Wyoming,  submit  himself  to  the  orders  of  this 
Company,  and  their  Committee  at  that  place,  shall  become  a  half 
share  proprietor  in  said  Company,  entitled  to  all  the  benefits  of  any 
proprietor  thereof,  that  has  paid  his  full  taxes  to  this  time,  provided 
he  remains  in  said  country  for  the  space  of  three  years,  and  do  not 
depart  therefrom  without  the  permission  of  such  Committee ;  and 
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«ko  pmldjid  tlmt  rack  ludf  tbaie  prapiiBtm  do  not  CBoead  four 
bondrady  vnd  provided  Uwy  arrive  thm  by  tbe  fim  day  of  Ocl«^r 
next 

Voted,  that  Cul.  Ebcnezcr  Gia}  ,  Col.  Tlioaias  Dyer,  Ralph  Pome- 
roy,  Esq.,  Tiiiioihy  Edwards,  Esq.,  John  Fjanklin,  Esq.,  Ludwick 
Updike,  Esq.,  Mr.  Moses  Sherrard,  Joseph  Ilatniltociy  Esq.,  Zerali 
Beach,  Esq.,  Col.  Zebulon  liutier,  Obadiah  Gore,  Esq.,  and  Captain 
Samuel  Street,  be,  aud  they  are  hereby  appoinled  oouuoiltee  loeo*  in 
addition  to  the  staoding  comnnittee  of  this  compaoy* 

Votedy  that  the  standing  conunittee  be,  and  they  are  ftiUy  autho- 
rised to  diapoie  of  six  hundred  rights  in  said  general  tract  of  eoittlry, 
for  the  use  of  said  conpany,  using  their  discretion  thereis*  and  to 
•ooount  when  required;  and  the  clerk  of  said  company  is  hereby  di- 
rected to  furnish  said  committee  with  such  number  of  certificates,  as 
they  or  any  of  tiiein  shall  require,  not  to  exceed  the  number  of  600 
iu  the  whole,  each  coumittee  man  to  be  accountable  for  the  number 
he  receives. 

Voted,  this  company  will  circumspectly  conlbrm  themselves  to  all  f 
decisions  of  their  claim  constitutionally  had,  but,  at  the  same  time, 
cannot  omit  despising  the  treatment  this  State  met  with  upon  a  for- 
mer trial,  the  secretion  of  material  papers  by  our  opponents,  until 
after  the  trial  was  over;  and  being  fully  assured  the  New  England 
ancient  royal  charters  were  the  only  ground  of  the  northern  and 
western  extensions  of  the  United  States,  in  the  settlements  of  the  late 
peace  with  Gmt  Britain,  viz.,  as  far  south  as  the  completion  of  the 
40th  degree  of  northern  latitude,  cannot  content  themselves  with  idle 
speculations  only,  and  tamely  yield  a  tract  of  country,  the  grant  of 
their  ancestors,  that  purchased,  of  themselves,  cstublished  by  the  only 
Legislature  on  earth  that  had  right  to  confirm  the  same,  and  defended 
through  a  long  and  cruel  war,  at  an  amazing  expense  of  property, 
and  the  lives  of  more  than  one  thousand  settlers." 

A  tax  of  one  dollar  on  every  whole  share,  and  half  a  dollar  on 
every  half  share  right  was  then  imposed,  and  the  meeting  dissolved* 
with  no  other  attestation  of  its  proceedings  than  their  being  tran- 
scribed into  the  book  of  records. 

**  Half  share  rights,**  much  spoken  of  in  early  times,  were  now  ex- 
tensively used  as  a  bounty  for  enlistment.  "  Every  abl<'  bodied  and 
effective  man,"  who  would  move  on  to  the  land,  **  submit  himself  to 
the  orders  of  the  company,"  was  to  be  entitled  to  a  half  sh;ire,  the 
quantity  of  land  exceeding  two  thousand  acres:  three  hundred  acres 
only  to  be  located  in  a  township.  . 
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Iinmcrliatcly  on  Col.  Franklin's  relurn,  he  called  n  meetini^  of  tfce 
inhabitants  at  Kingston,  and  addressed  them,  explaining  what  had 
been  done  at  Hartford.  Pnx;ee(iing  to  Plymouth,  the  settlers  were 
called  together;  from  thence  he  crossed  over  to  Nanticoke,  or  Hanover; 
ami  thus  journey ing  froni  town  to  town,  public  meetings  were  boMe8» 
eootemplated  measores,  as  far  as  politic,  explained,  and  tbe  people 
prepared  for  actN».  Adveataren  were  invited  to  enlitt»  or  afsoept 
half  share  rights,  on  the  terms  propoeedt  and  namfaers  received  tfe 
bounty,CoI.  Franklin  being  enga^  several  days  in  iMttingeertificafea 

It  wonid  be  an  hnpntation  on  the  vigilance  and  sagacity  of  Fenasyl* 
venia,  to  suppose  that  these  proceedings  were  not  known  to,  and 
watched  by  licr  with  jealous  solicitude.  'VVImt  could  she  do  to  avert 
the  threatened  evil  ?  Another  invasion  and  civil  war,  so  injudiciou^K 
iiad  the  la^t  been  managed,  were  too  unj)(>pular  to  allord  ho|>eoi':>uc- 
cess.  But  December  24,  a  law  was  enacted,  "  For  quictini:  distur- 
bances at  Wyoming,  for  pardoning  certain  offenders,  aod  lor  oliier 
purposes  therein  mentioned/'  After  reciting  in  preamble,  aooonfing 
*to  the  excellent  fashion  of  the  day,  that  a  sjurit  of  licentiaaanM, 
and  disobedience  to  the  laws  prevailed,  and  **  to  strengthen  the 
hands  of  Government  and  quiet  the  disturbances,**  It  is  fit  tbat  lenient 
means  be  tried,  before  the  most  coercive  ones  are  used,"  it  proceeds 
to  provide. 

Sec.  2.  That  all  offences  committed  before  '*  the  1st  of  Nov.  be 
pardoned,  and  put  in  ul  livion/* 

Sec.  3.  Provided  all  oilbnder-  siirrenfler  themselves  before  the  15th 
of  April  next,  and  enter  into  recognizances. 

Sec.  4.  Authorizes  the  militia  to  be  called  out. 

Sec.  &  Repeals  the  act  dividing  Wyoming  Township  into  three 
districts,  and  annuls  Patterson*s  commission,  and  that  of  the  other 
justices  then  elected. 

To  suppose  the  whole  people,  for  all  were  concerned*  would  go 
forward,  acknowledge  their  guilt,  and  sue  for  pardon  by  entering  into 
bonds  for  their  good  behaviour,  was  a  presumption  founded  elsewhere 
than  in  reason.  No  notice  was  taken  of  the  law.  and  it  remumed  a 
dead  letter  on  the  statute  book.   Thus  close  tiie  annals  of  1785. 
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Sniqoehunt  Coo|Mny'«  RMolfC*,  at  HAitfonl— Ethan  Allen— Civil  Govem^ 
ment— Trials  at  Law— Luilicrooa  DefenM— >Susquchanna  Whole  and  Half  Share  Right* 

in  market— Conciliatnrv  I'.  !ii  \  — I  ji7Prn»'  r^untv  ffrtalili^lK-d  —  IS'iiine  of  I^LiXiTnc — (♦curi- 
ous Nok;) — Pumpkin  I  n  r^li— rVew  ami  ini|H)rlant  Pcrsonagrs  appear  on  the  Hiagr — Joel 
Barlow — Hosiuore — i  he  VV'olcotU,  etc. — Graod  Scheme  to  diBuiefuber  Pennajrlvauia— > 
New  Stole  ei»ataii|rfalM!* 

Thb  most  mtemtiog  event  oecorriiig  in  the  early  part  of  1780,  was 
the  holding  a  second  meeting  of  the  SnaquehanQa  Company,  at 
Hartford,  in  May,  the  Assembly  being  then  in  session,  following  up 

the  policy  developed  in  their  proceedings  of  the  preceding  year. 
Important  in  their  bearing  upon  the  interests  of  Wyoming,  we  copy 
whatever  is  of  general  concern. 

At  li  tnr  ctiog  of  the  8usquebaoaa  Company  held  at  Hartford, 
May  17,  1786  :— 

•«Col.  Elizur  Takottf  Moderator;  Samnel  Gray,  Clerk;  Then 
Voted — That  all  persons  settled  nnder  the  authority  of  the  State  of 
Flannsylvania,  now  aetually  inhabiting  upon  that  tract  of  country, 
nitttate  upon  the  westerly  waters  of  the  Susquehanna  river,  and  par* 
chased  of  the  natives,  by  the  company  called  the  Susquehanna  Com- 
pany, be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  fully  established  and  confirmed 
in  their  full  and  absoliite  possession  of  the  lands  by  them  actually 
possessed,  under  the  said  State  of  Peiinsylvaiiia. 

"Voted — That  this  Connpany,  con«cio»is  of  the  equity  of  their  title 
to  the  lands  bona  fide  purchased  of  the  natives,  and  situate  upon  the 
waters  of  the  river  Susquehanna,  toill  support  and  maintain  their 
€imm$io  the  landM  aforemdt  and  ^eeiually  justtfy  and  support  their 
MtUert  tkermn/' 

•*  Voted— That  Col.  John  Franklin,  Gen.  Ethan  Allen,  Major  John 
Jenkins,  Col.  2ebulon  Butler,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  a 
Committee,  with  full  power  and  authority  to  locate  townships  within 
the  territory  aforesaid,  agreeable  to  the  votes  of  said  Company,  in 
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the  room  aiul  slead  of  the  former  Committee  appointed  f  -r  liiat  poi'- 
pose;  and  the  said  Committee  are  also  hereby  fully  authorized  and 
empowered  to  inquire  into  the  claim  of  all  persons  now  settled  at 
Wyoming,  and  such  as  shall  make  out  their  claim  in  pursuance  of 
the  votes  of  said  Company ;  said  Committee  are  hereby  authorized  to 
quiet  them  in  such  lands  as  they  shall  find  them  justly  eotitled  to, 
agreeable  to  the  votes  of  said  Company  f  and  that  Col.  John  Frank- 
lin>  be«  and  be  is  hereby  appointed  clerk  of  the  said  Committee, 
and  directed  to  keep  fair  records  of  the  proceedings  of  said  Commit- 
tee, and  the  traiifer  of  all  property  in  said  settlement  ;  and  that  said 
Clerk  transmit,  from  time  to  time,  fair  copies  to  the  clerk  of  tliis 
Company,  of  all  such  locations  of  townbhij  s,  and  the  nauRa  of  such 
T\<^  shall  be  admitted  proprietors  by  such  Committee,  in  virtue  of  the 
authority  aforesaid.  Col.  John  Franklin  was  duly  sworn  faithfully 
to  eiecute  the  office  of  clerk  of  said  Committee,  according  to  the 
above  vote,  before  Samuel  Gray,  Justice  of  the  Peace.'* 

It  vras  doublieBs  politie,  as  well  as  Kberal,  to  quiet  the  Pennaylva* 
nia  settlers  in  their  possessions^  akhough  the  formal  lesolve  lo  do  an, 
may  now  excite  a  smile. 

A  declaration  that  the  Company  woold  efeOuaUy  justify  aod 
support  the  settlers/'  shows  the  boldness  and  earnestness  of  their 
proceedings. 

Gen.  Ethan  Allen,  of  Verinont,  too  well  known  to  require  any 
introduction  from  my  pen,  it  ^vill  be  observed  is  appuiiUed  wi4h 
Col.  Franklin  and  Major  Jenkins,  as  a  Commitiee  to  **  locate  town- 
ships," and  as  a  court  to  try  contested  titleSi*  . 

In  the  intermediate  time,  between  those  meetings,  Wyomii^  was 
in  a  state  of  comparative  repose.  Hnndieds  of  .  scattered  aettlesB, 
who  had  been  eipelled  by  the  war,  many  of  them  boys;  now  grown 
up  to  manhood,  returned  to  claim  their  own  or  their  fallen  fefhen^ 
possessions.  New  adventurers,  attracted  by  the  wonderful  talc«  of 
its  richness  and  beauty,  came  in  to  purchase;  and  a  productive  year, 
diffusing  plenty — such  is  the  eiaalic  spirit  ol  man — reslorcd  cliecr- 
fulness  and  invigorated  industry.  Frame  buildings  hecran  to  take 
place  of  the  log  hut;  and  in  Wilkesbarre  Townplot  one  or  two 

*    General  AHen     "In  April  119^  General  Ethtn  Allen  paiJ  at  a  «Ut  at  Wyaniig. 

ttTrivcdat  Wyo-  nnJ  {impo^rd  to  f?rli?c  amonf^Bt  yt  and  to  bring  nn  irith  him  a  nuts- 
mi  nj(,A|>hl  Stb,  her  of  hi«  Grcfn  Mountain  Buys,  ani  assist  us  io  «uf>portinrr  nnrl  tl^ 
1786i  fending  our  rights  nsrainst  (he  Pennsyhania  Claimants     A  large  num- 

ber of  FroprictorB*  Rijjhta  trere  given  lo  General  Allen,  to  uitlure  hcu 
,  lo  eapouio  Mr  eiBM.  FRANKLIN  .** 
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were  petnted,  beudes  thftt  on  the  river  of  which  we 

liave  bcibre  spoken.* 

While,  nominally,  the  laws  of  Pennsylvania,  administered  by  the 
magistrates  of  Northumberland,  extended  to  Wyoming,  in  ptniit  of 
fcicl  the  settlers  governed  themselves,  avoiding  the  service  of  writs, 
rather  than  opposing  the  officer.  Indeed,  from  the  well  knowo  friend- 
ship of  Sheriff  Aotisy  it  is -supposed  that  for  the  present,  he  did  not 
deem  it  politic  to  pursue  the  eluding  Yankees  with  much  earnest- 
Bess ;  rely  ing*  and  relying  wisely*  on  the  measures  of  conciliation*  or 
more  determined  and  effectual  coercioni  which  the  Assembly  must 
Tery  soon  adopt.  For  the  year,  the  people  had  chosen  CoL  John  Frank" 
Un,  Major  John  Jenkins,  Capt.  John  Paul  Schott,  Ebenezer  Johnson, 
Esq., and  Dr.  "NViiliaui  Hooker  Smith,  "  A  Cciiiiruttce  to  rcgul;ite  the 
police  of  the  Settlement."  General  and  vulontaiy  obedience  was 
paid  to  their  autlionty.t  No  rerord,  that  we  have  been  able  todhsco- 
Tcr,  contains  their  proceedings,  but  by  the  aged  inhabitants,  several 
trials  are  remembered,  two  of  which  we  preserve  as  a  sample. 

*  A  MIBinon  exaggeration,  in  the  olJen  time,  to  convey  an  idet  of  the  fatneM  of  tiM  Mil, 

wan  to  say,  "  That  it  only  nco'lf!  mfltiiij^,  ami  you  miiiht  ilip  cmdles."  For  some  mtlps  on 
the  old  "  Lackaway'*  road,  from  ihf  Drlawnrr*  to  the  Susqiichanna,  ihrre  is  a  sujierfniTr- 
abuoUance  of  stone.  It  was  a  atamiing  juke,  that  Satan  coming  from  New  England  wuit  a 
load  Ibr  Wyoming,  hv»  apion  ttiing  brok*  oa  thow  hilh^  covtring  Uiein  triib  meam,  and  m 
UMVtUqrwasbftfne. 


+  In  thiaway  the  seUlempnts  otVV'yomin^  vTcre  governed  nnder  tlie  ilireclions  of  the  r'i>m- 
luilli'ti  of  Director!*  accurJing  to  i'u*s  funn  of  governmeiit  eotauluiucd  by  the  people,  regulating 
th«  affain  mpceting  n««r  «etticr>,  etc.,  agreeably  tu  the  niles  adopted  by  the  Snaf^iiehBDiM 
Oooipanj.  We  In  m  ahoit  Uroa  ioeiMied  oar  nambera  to  upwards  of  eix  bandied  efladiine 
mOQ;  and  wore  determined  to  support  oar  daiilM  and  interest,  until  decided  by  a  legal  coano 
cClafv.  Wc  were  nlso  detertnined  to  oppose  any  nuthorhy  I'toni  Pennsylvania,  residing 
among  us,  until  wo  rould  liavo  a  regular  eetablidhment  on  Constitoiioiia!  principles,  and  our 
lands  in  som<*  way  secured  tons.  We  continued  firm  and  unite*!  in  our  re;<olulton«,  until  the 
cuunty  of  Ltneme  waa  eatablished,  and  the  Confirming  Law  Uxlk  place,  which  put  a  stop  to 
our  aeitkmciita  bainj^  made  onder  the  SoMtoelianna  Company.  I  will  nnmrk,  that  a  largo 
number  on  tho  weat  branch  of  the  Susquehanna  rivar  bad  propoaed  to  join  and  estead 
tho  claims  of  the  Susquehanna  Company  into  that  part  of  tbo  coantfj.  A  Commitlse  waa 
appointed  in  1786,  and  sent  to  Wjomiag  for  U»t  poipoM. 

JuliA  FRANKLIN." 

This  la  tka  dosing  paragraph  of  Col.  JPVankfin'a  book.    It  will  be  adotttted  that  in  the 

acturil  posture  of  (nihlii-  afTiiirs,  the  promi<ie(1  Green  Motintain  Bny?i,  with  Ethan  Alleri  to 
head  them — (he  Woicotts,  and  Barlow,  and  Hosnier  nnd  Judd,  to  back  thcni  by  ai>l  from 
Connecticut — the  proposed  auxiliaries  from  tho  West  Branch,  and  six  hundred  enrolled 
«flcctiTe  men  on  the  ground,  with  a  civil  government  in  operation,  and  a  militarf  oiganiia* 
tian  complete,  it  waa  tlmo  for  Pennsylvania  to  throw  aside  such  agonio  m  Faltonon  ud 
AfiiMltDiig,  and  to  oisfcaio  hor  ohaoit  wisdom  and  vigilaiieo* 
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A  fellow,  who  had  tend  hte  way  to  the  8«ii|iielMUUia»  was  efanigedf 
with  stealing  honey.  Having  confessed  the  faet  to  the  pioaecQtar 

and  offered  a  very  inadequate  compensation  for  the  pilfered  sweets* 
the  matter  was  brought  before  the  Court,  where  the  defendant  plead 
not  guilty,  asseverated  his  innocence,  and  demanded  proof.  A  wit- 
ness was  sworn  who  testified  that  he  saw  honey  nrul  horif  )  cumb  jt 
the  house  of  the  defendant,  the  day  after  the  all*  uecl  theft.  "  And 
what  have  you  to  answer  to  this  testimony?"  inquired  one  of  the 
Committee.  ^  May  it  please  your  worship,  it  is  all  a  mistake ;  that 
man  iso^t  capable  of  being  a  witness.  He  can't  tell  the  differenee 
between  honey  and  molassea,  and  don*t  know  honeycomb  from  a 
johnnycakfl.^  The  nerriment  eicited  saved  the  prisoner  from  a 
severer  panishment  than  a  fine  safficieot  to  pay  fer  the  honey  and 
OQBts  of  soit.  The  other  was  a  case  of  theft ;  the  property  having 
been  taken  from  William  Stark.  The  Court  met  near  the  house  of 
the  prisoner,  heard  the  evidence,  and  decided — ^That  the  goods  be 
forthwith  restored ;  and  os  it  was  on  aggravated  case,  the  fannly 
being  wandering  interloper-,  ihey  were  warned  to  leave  the  Valley 
in  two  weeks,  or,"  etc.  Some  indefinite,  but  severe  punishment  was, 
probably,  menaced  by  thnt  "  o;-.** 

These  incidentB,  while  they  may  excite  a  smile,  are  recorded  chiefly 
to  show,  that  so  late  as  1780^  four  years  after  the  transfer  of  jarisdio- 
tion»the  settlers  still  preserved  some  form  of  Government,  tr^^ng  ol^ 
fences  and  enforcing  obedience.  But  it  must  be  apparent,  the  high 
moral  sanctbn  of  legitimate  and  acknowledged  authority  being  want- 
ing, that  habit  rather  than  law,  was  the  chief  defence  of  the  tD> 
habitants. 

During  the  summer,  an  active  bushieas  was  going  on  in  the  disposal 

of  whole  and  half  share  rights  in  the  Susquehanna  Company *s  pui^ 
chase.  Townships  were  "  located"  and  surveyed  ;  settlers  be^n 
rapidly  to  people  the  lands  on  both  sides  of  the  »Sus4ueiiaunu  imm 
AV  iikesbarre  to  the  line  of  New  York. 
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That  the  speculation  in  those  rights  was  general,  is  shown  by  the 
fact,  that  gentlemen  of  the  first  distinction  and  property  engaged  in 
the  purchase.  Matthias  HoUenback,  Esq.,  took  a  whole  share,  num- 
bered 264.  Capt.  Dudley,  Capt  Spalding,  Hugh  Forseman,  Esq., 
Col.  Denison,  William  Slocum,  and  other  principal  men  of  the  settle- 
ment are  set  down  as  purchasers.  Capt.  Schott  paid  28  1-3  dollars 
for  share  No.  160.  John  Hollenback  paid  40  dollars  for  No.  83. 
Capt.  Peter  Loop  paid  40  dollars  for  No.  82.  Samuel  Church  gave 
20  dollars  for  half  share  No.  272.  Aaron  Cleaveland  gave  40  dol- 
lars for  a  share,  and  Samuel  Decker  received  a  half  share,  numbered 
283,  for  services  rendered  prisoners  at  Easton."  From  whence  it 
may  be  seen  that  several  hundred  shares  of  the  new  emission  had 
been  already  disposed  of  at  Wyoming,  the  prices  paid,  and  the  re- 
spectability of  the  persons  engaged.  In  different  parts  of  New  Eng- 
land the  numbers,  probably  were  seven  fold  greater.  Many  of  the 
half  shares  it  may  be  observed,  were  disposed  of  as  a  condition  of 
actual  settlement,  to  "  man  the  rights." 

It  may  reasonably  be  supposed  that  these  measures  on  the  part  of 
the  Yankees  accelerated  the  action  of  Pennsylvania.  A  new  and 
more  liberal  policy  was  resolved  upon,  coercion  giving  place  to  con- 
ciliation, and  compromise  being  beneficially  substituted  for  civil  war- 
To  extend  to  the  remote  settlement  at  Wyoming  the  advantages  of 
civil  government,  in  which  they  might  participate ;  affording  them  an 
opportunity  to  administer  their  own  local  affairs,  by  persons  having 
the  confidence  of  the  inhabitants  chosen  by  themselves ;  to  give  the 
people  an  efHcient  representation  in  the  Council  and  Assembly,  so 
that  their  voice  might  be  heard,  their  interests  explained,  and  their 
influence  fairly  appreciated,  was  the  first  grand  healing  measure 
adopted  on  the  part  of  the  State.  That  it  was  full  of  wisdom  in 
its  conception,  subsequent  events  proved  beyond  question.  On  the 
25th  of  September,  178G,  an  act  was  passed  for  erecting  the  north- 
ern part  of  the  county  of  Northumberland  into  a  separate  county. 
The  limits  of  the  new  county  were  these :  beginning  at  the  raouth  of 
Nescopeck  creek,  and  running  along  the  south  bank  thereof,  eastward 
to  the  head  of  said  creek ;  from  thence  a  due  east  course  to  the 
head  branch  of  Lehigh  Creek;  then  along  the  east  bank  of  said 
Lehigh  Creek  to  the  head  thereof ;  from  thence  a  due  north 
course  to  the  northern  boundary  of  the  State ;  thence  westward 
along  said  boundary  till  it  crosses  the  east  branch  of  Susque- 
hanna, and  then  along  said  northern  boundary  fifteen  miles  west  of 
said  river  Susquehanna ;  thence  by  a  straight  line  to  the  head  of 
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Towanda  Creek ;  thence  along  the  ridge  which  divides  the  waters  of 
the  east  braoch  of  the  Susquehanim,  from  those  uf  the  west  bronch, 
to  a  point  due  west  from  the  nx>uth  of  the  Jiescopeck  creek ;  thence 
east  to  the  pkoa  of  beginmngt  wliieh  idiaU  hraoflfGrlb  be  known  and 
obM  by  the  ime  of  Luzerne  cooBty. 

Im  rapect  to  the  boiiBdenei»  il  my  be  rsoMiInd  tbel  they  ieclude 
afaeat  the  weetorn  half  of  the  M  towa  and  oeunty  of  Weitnorelaiid. 
Whaothaaet  iree  drawn,  the  aorthetB  line  was  evsdMtlyim|Mrrestly 
fcaofvo^  fo  it  eroiiei  the  Sasquehuma  three  tinei  ioetcad  of  onee^ 
as  fleeim  to  have  been  supposed.  But  the  limits  were  (air  and  liba* 
ral,  and  iiiciudLc]  all  the  New  Eogiand  emigrants,  excepting  those  in 
the  aiicient  "  Lackawa  "  settlement,  and  a  few  on  the  Delaware. 

The  five  succeeding  sections  were  in  tlic  usual  form,  and  invHe 
no  comment.  Sect.  8,  provides  that  "  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  Oc- 
tober next,  then  shall  be  chosen  (in  the  town  of  Wilkesbarre)  one 
repieteotative  to  serve  in  the  Anembly,  one  coumellort  two  fit  per* 
•ont  Ibr  sheriff*  two  fit  pereoos  lor  oofonert  and  three  coounissioners. 
Section  9  providest  "  that  Zebokm  Bntler»  Nathaniel  Landon,  Jo- 
nah Rogers,  Simon  Spaldiiig  and  John  Phillips/'*  shall  be  com- 
lissioniifa  to  purehaee  lead  wheraon  to  enet  the  aeeessary  paUio 
buildings. 

But  no  provision  had  been  made  for  the  "  litllt  tlcction"  to  choose 
judges  and  msjjeclors,  and  the  day  passed  over,  no  couuseiiur,  as- 
semblymen, or  county  officers  having  been  chosen. 

The  least  curious  reader  will  be  led  to  inquire,  whence  the  name 
of  **  lAitemef**  And  especially  the  yoong  and  intelligent  citisen 
of  the  CQtanty,  may  be  presumed  earaestly  to  desire  full  inforniatiaa 
on  the  iufaject  In  the  fall  of  1778,  the  alhaace  with  Franee  wae 
tenedy  and  in  the  fblbwing  year  tlie  Siear  Gerard  had  leave  to  ra- 
tmm,  and  a  new  minister  was  aecredttod  to  the  United  Stales.  In 
Congress,  "Wednesday,  November  l^th^  1770,aeeording  to  order,  the 
Honorable  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  his 
most  Christian  Majesty,  was  introduced  to  an  audience  by  Mi* 
Matthews  and  Bfr.  Morris,  the  two  memUirs  for  lliat  purpose  ap- 
pointed, and  beinf^  seated  in  hh  chnir,  the  8ecretnry  of  the  Em- 
bassy delivered  to  the  President  a  letter  from  his  most  Christiaa 
Majestyt  of  whieh  the  feUowiag  is  a  transbtiott 

*  While  his  companions  in  tlic  coninussion  arc  all  lon^,  li)np  since  gnthored  to  t licit 
fathtT^  we  have  the  ^Icmbutc  tu  sny  ihut  Joliti  r!itlli|)i;,  Etn] ,  wan  tost  wiulcr  oiamcd,  aiui 
it  fUlI  a  highly-  respectable^  hale  old  geullemaa,  {May  1843  ) 
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To  our  wy  dear,  great  frieadi  tmi  aliiesy  tlw  VtmimA  udMaHH 
bera  of  the  General  Congresa  of  tbe  United  Statea  in  North  Ammm» 
Very  dear,  great  friends  and  allies  : 

The  bad  state  of  health  of  the  Sicur  Gerard,  our  Minister  Plenipo- 
tentiary to  you,  having  laid  hiin  under  the  necessity  of  applying  fn* 
a  recall,  we  have  made  choice  of  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne,  a 
colonel  in  our  service,  to  supply  his  place.  We  have  no  doubt  but 
he  will  be  agreeable  to  you,  and  that  you  will  repose  entire  conddeoce 
in  him.  We  pray  you  to  give  full  credit  to  all  he  shall  aay  to  you 
on  our  behalf,  eapecially  when  he  ahall  aasore  you  of  the  iinoerity  of 
our  wishes  for  your  prosperity,  «a  well  ea  of  the  conataney  of  o«r 
afiectioOf  and  of  our  friendahip  for  the  United  Statea  in  geaeraU  wd 
ibr  eech  one  of  them  In  particolar.  We  pray  God  to  keep  yon,  onr 
very  dear,  ffeai  frienda  and  allies,  in  hie  holy  protectbn. 

Tour  gaod  frieiMl  and  ally, 

LOUI& 

(Underneath)         GRAVIER  DE  VERGENNES." 
Done  at  V ersailles,  the  3l8t  of  May,  1779. 

"  The  Minister  was  then  announced  to  the  House  :  Whereupon  he 
arose,  and  addressed  Congress  in  a  speech,  which,  when  he  had 
finished,  the  Secretary  delivered  in  writing  to  the  Freaideat,  and  of 
which  the  following  is  a  translation: 

Gentlemen,  the  wiadom  and  courage  which  have  founded  your  le- 
pnblic;  the  prudence  which  prettdeaover  your  deliberationa ;  yoor 
firmness  ineiecnting,  the  akill  and  Talour  duplayed  by  yoor  generab 
and  aoldiera,  during  the  courae  of  the  war,  have  attracted  the  admi> 
ration  and  regard  of  the  whole  world.  The  king,  my  nuMort  was 
the  first  to  acknowledge  a  liberty  acquired  amidst  so  many  perils,  and 
wiili  s  )  imich  glory.  Since  treaties,  dictated  by  moderation,  have 
fixed  upon  a  permanent  base  the  union  ui  France,  witli  tiie  American 
Republic,  his  Majesty's  whole  conduct  must  have  demount inted  how 
dearly  hr-  tender?  your  prosperity,  and  his  firm  resolution  to  inanitaia 
your  independence,  by  every  means  in  his  power.  The  events  which 
have  successively  unfolded  themselves,  show  the  wisdom  of  those 
neaaiires.  A  powerful  ally  hath  acknowledged  the  juatiee  of  thoae  mm 
tives  which  had  compelled  the  king  to  take  arms,  and  we  may  reaaom* 
biy  hope  for  the  moat  solid  success,  from  the  operations  of  the  uni^ 
fleets.  The  naval  fi>rce  of  the  enemy  hath  been  diverted  from  your 
Continent.— Compelled  to  flee  to  the  defence  of  their  own  poaeeaaiops, 
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nil  their  e&ariB  have  been  too  ieeble  to  preveot  our  troopi  from  coo- 
^uering  a  cousiderable  part." 

Such  was  the  letter  of  iotrocjootioii  from  the  Count  de  Vergenoaf 
of  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne ;  such  was  a  part  of  his  address  to 
Congress;  and  fhxnthis  gentleman  is  derived  the  edphoniona*  the 
sweetly  flowing  name  of  the  newly  erected  ooonty.  Still  surprise 
might  exist  that  the  name  of  a  foreigner,  however  worthy,  should  have 
been  srieeted  for  the  honour,  in  preference  to  many  equally  worthy, 
who  were  citizens  of  PennsylvEinia,  who  iiad  distinguished  them- 
selves in  council,  or  in  the  field  ;  or  if  a  foreigner  was  to  be  so  hon- 
oured, why  Rochambeau,  the  commander  of  the  French  furccs,  who 
aided  Wasthinglon  to  captnre  Cornwallis,  was  not  fircfcrred'^  So 
early  aa  May,  1764,  the  Chevalier  had  taken  leave,  and  returned  to 
France.  What  Minister  is  now  remembered  two  years  and  a  half 
after  his  departure  for  a  distant  home?  The  difficulty  is  solved  by 
relating,  that,  in  1782,  on  the  birth  of  the  Dauphin  of  France,  the 
Chevalier  de  la  Luierne  gave  an  entertainment  in  Philadelphia,  then, 
eioept  by  the  Mascbiensa,  never  equalled ;  and  the  account  of  it, 
written  in  an  extremely  popular  style  to  a  lady  in  the  country,  was 
first  published,  or  republished  abont  the  time  Luzerne  was  erected,  and 
probably,  nay,  aliiinst  certainly,  led  to  the  selection  of  the  name. 
Not  doubting  such  to  be  the  fact,  both  lor  the  instruction  and 
amusement  imparted,  I  have  copied  the  letter  in  a  note.* 

PniLADEi.pnu,  July  16,  1*795. 

Madam, — For  potne  weeks  post  our  city  has  liecn  amuBod  with  the  fxpectalion  of  a  most 
8pl«nUid  entoruinmcat  to  be  given  by  the  minister,  to  celebrate  the  birth  of  the  Dauphin  of 
Ffmnoe.  Omit  preparation!,  it  was  aaid,  mie  made  kft  thai  purpose.  Buadracli  aowdad 
dttUj  to  aa0  •  laige  fnina  boUding.  wbieb  bt  bad  enctad  At  a  dandng  mom,  on  mm  aida  of 
brit  houie.  This  building  which  waadottj  fast  in  fiont,  and  forty  feel  ia  depth,  wa.^  sup- 
porteil  by  largf  painted  pillar*,  and  wm  open  all  round.  The  c^-iling  was  dccnrnttd  wiih 
setcral  pieces  of  nealjjaintin;;-!  ftrihlpmatical  of  the  design  of  the  entertainment.  The  garden 
contiguous  to  this  shed  wmt  cut  inUi  walks,  and  divided  with  cedar  ami  pine  branches  into 
artificial  groves.  Tha  whole,  both  of  tba  building  and  walka,  woio  aoeoaunodtted  whb  aaatt. 
Biiidai  tbase  prepafatbma,  we  aietoU  that  tbo  iniiiMtMr  had  bcf rowed  thirty  cooka  ttwa  tba 
Fnoob  afjny,  to  aaaiat  in  providing  an  onlaitainment  aoilcd  to  the  aiid  and  dignity  of  his 
CMBpany*  Eleven  hundred  tickets  were  distributed,  most  of  them  two  and  three  weeks  l>e- 
fore  th«*  evening  o'"{h"  entrrt  linment.  Forty  vver»^  laent  !.» the  Governors  of  each  State,  to  !« 
di)«tnhuted  by  tiicm  lo  the  principal  oinoora  and  gcullcnien  of  their  respective  govtrnmetil-- ; 
and  1  Ijebeve  the  same  number  to  General  W'asiuqgtoo,  lobe  distributed  among  the  princi|mi 
ofliom  at  the  army. 

For  ton  daya  belbio  tba  oatertainment,  nothing  doe  waa  talbod  of  in  onr  cHy .  Tbt  ahop 
won  cMwdod  wUb  ewlooien.  Hair  dicwia  won  mtainad,  and  tailors,  millincra  and  omb- 

tuamakers,  were  to  be  seen  covcreil  with  sweat  and  out  of  breath,  in  every  ctreel. 

.Mond.iv,  July  15,  was  the  lonj  exj>ccted  evening.  The  morning  of  ttiis  dav  ushered 
in  by  a  cor^  of  hair  dresacxs,  occupying  the  pUce  of  the  city  watchmen.   Many  ladies 
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It  history  be  philosophy  teaching  by  examplei  the  deduction  miu  k 
be  that  the  road  to  immortality  was  not  that  of  ¥rar,  sacrifice,  or  pn- 
'vatkm,  bttt  the  path  of  hospitatityt  of  courtesy^  of  daplny. 

wpre  obli^^ed  to  hove  their  headi^  dressw^f!  ^>ptwfH»n  four  and  9\x  o'clock  in  tba  moniins.  at 
great  was  tlio  demand,  and  m  numerous  were  th*  rngagcoienls  this  day  of  the  geiiilertMf£i  t4 
the  comb.   At  halt  an  huur  after  seven  o'clock  in  iho  atlernoon,  was  the  time  fixed  in  the 

ikktim  Ibrthe  Bwating  of  Um  mnpany.  Tlw  approtbh  of  the  Iww  was  [  lAwiitylfci 

nttlbf  afdlthocMnriafwintkecttj.  TIm  chon  tnd  «ted«i«niofKbeolf«Bt»  wttdblnM 
tbe  iaiiiulK'%  were  Iine4  wUh  pOopK  tnd  near  tb«  iiiiiiisti!f*ii  hooM^  ttwo  was  a  ooUectioii^ 
oU  the  curious,  and  idle  men,  women  and  children  of  the  city,  who  were  not  invitttl  to  ih"  en- 
tertainment, amounting  proha)'Iy  to  trn  thousand  people.  The  minister  wa«  not  unmin  J;u!  of 
thiscrowd  of  a|>octatOM.  Lie  haiJ  previously  pulled  domi  a  board  fence,  and  put  up  a  iow  fcmoe 
tiefure  the  dancing  room  and  waika.  on  {nirpose  to  gratify  theui  with  a  dghl  of  the  ooapaay 
md  onteitaiimimt  Ho  intedid  ftiUkorto ham  diifaribiilad two  pipea of  MadaimwlM^ widfll 
hondrad  ddlan  in  mimII  cbMige  among  tbein;  but  be  waa  dkawMlod  from  tlib act  of  gmeco^f 
tj  loaie  gontieDiBii  of  the  tSty,  who  woto  aMd  that  it  might  pvovo  tfw  oocmoa  of  m  rioc,  it 
oome  tamultuous  proeeedings.  The  moopy  devoted  to  this  purpose  was  ctiarftabfj  dr^- 
(rated  amonfj  the  prisoners  in  the  jails,  ami  the  patients  in  the  hpfppitsU  iu  t^aty.  ANout 

eight  o'clock,  our  faiaily,  together  with  Miba          and  Miss  ,  and  onr  good  neighboura 

Mr.  and  Mnt.  ^  entered  the  apartments  provided  for  this  splendid  entcrtainoient.  We 

wen  leoehed  tlimif  h  a  rfde  gate  by  the  inlnuler»  and  oondiieted  by  one  of  hio  teilj  fcfwiii 
tiwtnlitiw  dMKiaf  iwot.  The  ooeao  now  ahaeot  oieoedo  iltoirf|<iBu.  thtmmmm 
lights  distribtttod  thfoqgh  the  gacilaa-^Ulo  splendour  of  the  room  that  we  were  approaching 
the  s'w.'  of  the  conipnny,  which  was  now  rdllf^rtft!,  and  which  amoiinterl  to  about  TOO  f*T« 
sons— the  brilliancy  find  variety  of  their  dresses,  in  !  the  band  of  music  whi'h  hiljiM 
began  to  play,  fonued  a  scene  that  resembled  enchantment.  Our  oompftnum,  Miss  — - 
■aid  "her  mind  waa oairiod  beyond  and  oat  ofilarii:"  Wo  omned  Ifco  matt  l^plhv^ 
•nd  heio  wo  oaw  the  world  in  naimatiuo.  All  the  ranlv  and  paitiea,  ond  prafitwloiio  tn  Iht 
d^,  and  officen  of  our  govornmant  weio  fotlj  ffspieaeiitod  in  thb  apemWy.  Here  mm 
Ittdiee  and  gentlemen  of  the  most  ancient,  and  of  the  most  modern  &miltes.  Hens  wm 
lawyers,  doctors,  and  ministers  of  the  gospel.  Here  were  the  learned  faculty  of  thi»  cnftw, 
and  with  them  many  who  knew  not  whether  Cicero  pIc.Tl  in  f.ntin  or  Greek,  or  wb«!tiier 
Horace  was  a  Roman  or  a  ScoUhman.  Here  were  painter!;  and  musicians,  poets  and  plu- 
loeophers,  and  men  who  were  never  moved  bj  beauty,  nor  harmonyi  not  by  rhyme  mt 
leeeott.  Hero  were  mofobante  ond  gentlemen  of  Independent  Ibitiinei^  en  well  « 
epectable  and  OfNilenl  tradeemon.  Here  worn  whigp,  and  men  who  fauioily  bore  the  i 
ter  of  tori.^s.  Here  were  the  president  and  mcmlH?i^  of  Congress,  governors  of  States — 
generals  of  armies — ministers  of  llnance,  and  war,  and  foreign  affairs  iu  f  jesof  supcrir^ 
inferior  courts,  with  all  their  respective  suits  of  assistants— secretarit^  and  clerks.  In  a  woni 
the  assembly  woe  truly  republicaa.  The  company  was  mixed,  it  is  true,  but  the  mixton 
Ibcmed  the  barmonj  of  the  evening.  Every  bodj  eeemed  phoeed.  Mde  and  01  wtm 
§M  awhile  finrgoC  their  pioMDabne  and  offloee,  and  the  whole  amwmMy  behavmt  Co  ooeh 
other  as  if  they  bad  been  members  of  the  samefiimity. 

!t  was  impossible  to  partake  of  the  joy  of  the  evening,  without  being  struck  with  iIj? 
orctisioii  of  it.  It  was  to  celebrate  the  birth  of  a  Dauphin  of  Prance.  How  great  the  revi> 
iution  iu  the  nuiui  of  an  American !  to  rejoice  in  the  birth  of  an  har  to  the  crown  ol 
Fmnoe!  aooontry  againit  whieh  be  had  imbibed  prejudices,  as  andent  aa  the  wars  be- 
tween Fiance  and  England.  Howetrangel  ht  a  protoitant  to  lofoioe  in  tte  WiCh  if  a 
prince^  whose  religion  ho  has  been  taaglit  to  consider  aa  unfriendly  to  humanity — and  aheet 
all,  hew  new  the  phenomenon,  for  republicans  and  freemen  to  rejoice  in  the  birth  of  a  prince, 
who  muflt  one  day  be  (ho  aapport  of  moaareby.  Huiaao  nattno  in  thie  inilanoe  eeema  lo  be 
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An  event  occurred  in  the  autumn  of  this  year,  regarded  by  all  the 
ancient  i>eople  as  too  iinporiant  to  be  omitted.  In  October  the  waters 
ol  the  ^usquehaona  rose  to  a  iieight  never  known  except  at  the  ice 

turned  inside  outwards.  The  |iirture  ia  still  agreeable,  inasmuch  as  it  shows  in  the 
clouckt  puuit  of  view,  Itiat  lUerc  arc  no  prejudices  ao  strung,  uu  opuiiuo^  im>  ii«crtid|  aaU  no 
coatnulictioas  to  {lalp&ble,  that  will  not  yield  to  tbe  love  of  liberty. 

The  ftppMiiiiM  Hid  chftiMlcn^  w  mil  «•  the  emplqjiMnte  of  theeompanj,  Mtofil^ 
smytuwl  rtw  Mtwflf  Ely«iuii,giiMi  liiby  the  andent  piwtiu  Han  fiw*  to  b»  teen  Imms 
•ni  {wtiiols  In  ckwe  convemtion  witheadi  ttUwr*  Wtahington  and  Dickinson  held  tifini 
dialogues  toother.  Here  were  to  be  seen  men  conversing  with  each  other,  who  appearct! 
in  all  the  diU'crent  stages  of  the  American  war.  Dickinson  and  Morris,  frequently  reclined 
together  against  the  same  pillar.  Here  were  to  be  seen  statesmen  and  warriors  from  the  op- 
potito  «iMli  of  the  conliMiil,  talking  of  the  history  of  the  war,  in  their  respective  States. 
fiatkJgo  and  Walton  tem  tba  aovtb,  bcaa  eaavafanl  wiHi  Linoalfi  and  Dyaaa,ftiwBlliaaaat 
awl  the  north.  Han  and  thare  too^  appaaiad  a  aolilaijchaiaclmr,  walkiog  anuwie  tha  aitifr 
cial  bowaia  in  tha  garden.  Tbe  celebrated  author  of  "  Common  Sense^**  mind  lieqiianClf 
from  rompjiny  to  enjoy  the  repast  of  his  own  ori'4inal  iiloas.  Here  were  to  be  seen  men  who 
ha<i  onposed  each  other  in  the  councils  tinrl  parties  of  their  country,  forgetting  all  former  rc- 

sentiut'uts,  and  exchanging  civilities  with  each  other.    Even  M  n  and  &—    d,  accosted 

each  other  with  all  the  kindness  of  ancient  friends.  Here  were  to  be  seen  laen  of  variona 
MWHriea  and  langnagaa,  each  aa  AnMiieana  and  FVaDcbman,  Engfiriunan  and  Sootehnwo, 
Oawam  and  Irohaan»  ceafaning  with  aneh  other  Mte  chiidkan  of  one  fctfwf.  Andhalljri 
here  were  to  be  seen  the  extremes  of  tbe  civilized,  and  of  tha  AVaga  life.  An  Indian  chief  in 
his  savage  liabilH,  anil  the  Count  Rocharnboau  in  his  cxpenHvc  and  splendid  uniform,  lalkifd 
willi  cm  U  other,  if  thvv  liad  been  the  subjecta  of  the  pame  governmCQt,  generals  in  the 
same  army,  and  tho  partakers  of  tbe  same  blessings  of  civilized  life. 

About  half  an  hoar  after  eight  iMotk,  the  signal  was  given  for  tbe  dances  to  begin. 
Each  lady  waa  ptowidad  with  a  partaar  b^bro  aha  came.  Tha  beat  of  tha  aanning  delarfid 
•have  one  half  of  Ihaoompangrfroaidaadag.  Two  aala  howawar,  appaawd  on  tha  floor  dniing 
the  remaintnt^  part  of  thaat^i^. 

On  one  side  of  the  room  were  providet!  two  privale  apartments,  where  n  numK'r  of  -rrrnnts 
attended  to  help  the  company  to  all  kinds  of  coo!  nnri  agreeable  drinks,  with  sweet  o  tke, 
firuit  and  the  like.  Between  these  apartraenu,  and  under  the  orchestra,  there  was  a  private 
toom  where  aeveial  ladica,  wboaa  diCMi  would  not  permit  than  to  join  tha  asaemUy,  wave 
Indulged  with  a  dgbt  of  tha  eooipanj  thraogb  a  gann  eartain.  This  Bttta  attantioii  to  the 
anrfo«ljofthaaaladha,M^^llMilnacaatniauaRrtha  aiahlaili  daoM  la  plaaaa  ovety 
body. 

At  9  o'clock,  were  exhibited  a  number  of  rockets  from  a  stage  erected  in  a  )->T^r>  op«»n 
lot  befure  tho  minister's  hotue;  they  were  tincommonly  beatttifuJ,  and  gave  universal 
satisfaction. 

At  13  o^dodt,  tha  company  waa  eillad  to  anpper*  It  waa  laid  behind  tha  dandng  nmn 
oadar  thiaa  laige  maiheea,  ao  connected  together  aa  to  make  one  large  canopy.  Under  this 

canopy  were  placed  seven  taUoi^  aaah  of  wliich  was  large  enough  to  accommodate  fifty 
people.  Tho  ladieH,  who  composed  neR?  one-half  of  the  whole  a«8Pinblv,  took  their  scats 
first,  with  a  small  number  of  gentlemen  to  assist  in  helpiiiir  th«Mn.  Thr  pdpper  wa«  a  cold 
collation,  Mmple,  frugal  and  elegant,  and  handsomely  set  oil  wiih  a  deseri  cuuHisUng  of  cakes, 
and  all  the  fruits  <^  the  seasoik  Tha  Chevalier  da  la  Luzerne,  now  appeared  with  all  the 
aplandour  of  tha  nrinlrtar,  and  all  the  poHtenaai  of  a  gantleman.  Be  walked  along  tha 
taUai^  and  adJiaased  MttMlf  in  paittenhtf  to  a«ery  kdy.  A  decent  and  icapaetlU  «laMa 
farvadad  tha  whoia  oovfany.  Intampaianoa  did  not  ihow  ila  head— lavity  conpoaod  it» 
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flood  two  years  previously.  Wilkesbarre  was  partially  inundated, 
and  many  were  preparing  canoes  to  take  off  the  inhabitants  to  the 
hills.  This  was  termed  the  *'  Pumpkin  fresh,"  from  the  immense 
number  that  floated  down  the  stream  to  the  astonishment  of  the 
people  below.  Great  and  irreparable  losses  were  sustained  in  hay, 
grain  and  cattle,  occasioning  much  suffering  during  the  ensuing  win- 
ter. Ssveral  houses  and  barns  were  swept  away,  and  one  or  two 
lives  were  lost. 

Other  important  personages  crowd  on  the  scene  of  action.  The 
last  grand  movement  of  the  Susquehanna  Company,  having  in  view 
the  establishment  of  an  independent  government  and  Stale,  in  defiance 
of  Pennsylvania,  her  power  and  her  laws,  was  now  in  bold  and  ener- 
getic progress.  Col.  Franklin,  the  hero  of  Wyoming,"  in  the  spirit 
of  his  oath  on  the  bloody  rifle,  had  aroused  into  action  some  of  the 
boldest  and  most  influential  spirits  in  the  land.  In  the  proceedings 
which  follow,  fraught  as  Pennsylvania  might  well  regard  them,  with 
war  and  treason ;  and  justified  as  Franklin,  and  those  gentlemen  who 
connected  themselves  with  his  scheme,  conscientiously  believed,  by 
the  unendurable  wrongs  and  oppressions  inflicted  with  unsparing 
hand  and  remorseless  rigour,  on  the  poor  settlers  at  Wyoming,  will  be 
found  names  conspicuous  in  the  annals  of  the  nation ;  oflicial  func- 
tionaries of  the  highest  grade,  and  men  of  genius,  whom  literature  as 
well  as  politics,  was  proud  to  crown  with  the  chaplet  of  enviable 
distinction. 

Joel  Barlow,  already  known  to  fame,  eminent  for  learning  and  dis- 
tinguished by  genius,  which  subsequently  ensured  his  elevation  to  the 
honourable  oflice  of  minister  pleni{)Otentiary  to  the  court  of  France, 
acted,  it  will  be  seen,  as  secretary. 

The  Wolcotts,  of  Connecticut,  were  themselves  a  host.  No  less 
than  three  of  the  name  will  be  found  on  the  list  of  the  grand  coiumit- 

coantenance,  nnd  even  humour  itself,  forgot  for  a  few  minutes  its  usual  haunt ;  and  the 

simple  jest,  no  less  thnn  the  loud  laugli,  were  unheard  at  any  of  the  tables.  So  great  and  uni- 
versal was  the  deconini,  and  so  totally  suspended  was  every  species  of  convivial  uoi^te^  tliat 
several  gentlemen  rcmarketl  that  the  "  company  looked  and  behaved  more  as  if  ibcy  were 
tcurshipping  than  eating."  In  a  word,  good  breeding  was  acknowledged  by  univer^ 
consent,  to  be  mistress  of  the  evening,  and  the  conduct  of  her  votaries  at  supper  farmed  tLc 
conclusion  of  lier  triumphs. 

At  two  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  company  broke  up,  and  we  returned  home.  Our 
ladies  speak  with  great  pleasure  of  the  entertainment,  and,  as  far  as  I  have  heard,  no  offence 
was  given  or  taken  the  whole  evening. 

If  this  long  letter  gives  you  half  as  mucli  pleasure  in  reading  it,  as  I  have  had  m  writing  k. 
it  will  add  greatly  to  ray  pro}Kirtiun  of  pleasure  derived  from  tlie  cntcrtaiunient.  AVith 
great  re»;j>ect,  I  am  madam,  your  sincere  friend,  and  most  humble  servant. 
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tee  of  twenty-lwo.  The  name  of  Hosmer  was  also  there.  0!?^er 
W^olcott,  jr.,  was  nftrrward?  Secretary  of  the  Trensnrv,  ami  siif)se- 
tjiiently  Governor  of  Connecticut.  Such  mea  did  not  raove  without 
bigh  purpoie  and  elevated  aim.  A  prize  to  gratify  ambition  coald 
•lone  have  eecured  tbe  co-operation  of  gentlemen  holdtng  atatiottt 
enjoying  consequence,  and  with  prospeets  so  flattering  in  society  at 
tlieirfl*   Bat  to  the  proceedings. 

^  At  a  meeting  of  the  proprietors  of  the  Susquehaniia  purchase^ 
tittly  warned,  and  heM  at  the  State  House  of  the  city  of  fiartibrd, 
December  26,  A.  D.  1766, 

**Col.  Gad  Stanley,  nioderator,  Joel  Barlow,  clerk  pro  tern.,  seve- 
ral public  [)apers  and  privEite  letters  relative  to  the  present  siluatioa 
of  tfio  -settlers  at  Wvoininii  wore  rp?.d.  It  wa8  then  moved  ihni  a 
committee  be  appointed  to  {)re[)arc  llie  business  for  to-morrow,  and 
that  the  meeting  adjourn  to  that  time;  accordingly  Major  Judd,  Mr. 
Ponieroy,  Mr.  Hamilton,  Mr.  Beach,  Mr,  Barlow,  Mr.  Barton,  Mr.  O* 
Woicott,  Mr.  A.  Wolcott,  Mr.  Hosmore,  were  appointed,  the  meeting 
adjoorned  till  ten  o^clock  to-morrow  morning, 

December  37.  The  meeting  opened  according  to  acfjottrnment, 
and  the  committee  reported :  whereupon  the  following  resolves  were 
pasrod. 

*•  Whereas,  it  is  an  object  of  great  importance  that  the  rights  of  the 
.  piDprietors  under  the  Susquehanna  purchase  be  ascertained,  and  the 
claims  of  the  settlers  be  reduced  to  a  certainty,  and  their  titles  con* 
firmed,  therefore 

"  Resolved,  That  Maj.  Judd,  Saml.  Gray,  Esq.,  Joel  Barlow,  Esq., 
Oliver  Wolcott,  jr.  Esq.,  Al.  Wolcott,  jr.  Esq., Col. Gad  Stanley,  Joseph 
Hamilton,  Esq.,  Dr.  Timothy  Hosmore,  Col.  Zebulon  Butler,  Col.  Na- 
than Dentson,  Obadiah  Gore,  Esq.,  Col.  John  Franklin,  Zerah  Beach, 
Eaq.,  Capt  Bimon  Spalding,  Major  John  Jenkins,  Major  Paol  Schott, 
Abel  Pieree,  Esq.,  Capt.  John  Bartle,  Capt  Pieter  Loop,  jr.,  John 
Bay,  Esq.,  and  Col.  Ebeneier  Gray,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  antho- 
rized  and  appointed  commissioners,  with  full  powers  to  ascertain,  by 
reference  to  the  records  of  the  clerk  of  the  Susquehanna  Company» 
and  the  records  of  the  settlers  at  Wyoming,  the  nnmcs  of  the  proprie- 
tors clauniiii:  under  said  purchase;  that  ns  boon  ad  may  be  they 
make  out  a  fair  and  complete  list  of  tbe  names  of  all  the  proprietors, 
and  annex  thereto  the  proportions  of  land  to  which  they  arc  severally 
entitled.  That  as  soon  as  said  list  may  be  completed,  it  shall  be 
entered  at  large  on  tbe  records  of  the  said  Company,  and  shall  be  con- 
sidered as  full  and  complete  eyidence  of  tbe  title  of  said  pvoprielm. 
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That  iiid  €maamomt»4AiMlXl  tlywwpoB  j^rire  >  mn^Uaj^tmrntj 
panoD  taitM  ii|x>o  said  landt,  md  that  inioh  Bettlers  as  shall  appear 

to  have  been  proprietors,  heirs  or  assigns  of  proprietors,  shall  imme- 
liiaLely  procure  their  locatioiis  to  be  surveyed  and  ascertained.  ^vhKh 
after  being  a{)|>roved  by  said  (JoiamissioneFft  shall  be  accorckid  ai 
parcel  of  their  proprietary  riffht. 

**  That  whenever  it  shall  appear  that  any  settler  or  pvo^ieUir  km 
wade  a  loeatioQ  by  peraiiasioii,  and  under  aatbority  (fom  aay  fvo* 
pnaior»  or  .the  Company,  the  quantity  of  land  located  tkmii  be  hp- 
veyed  m  aibmaid,  and  if  approved  by  aaM  CeiiittiaBioiNn»  ilMtt  fer 
i«ootded«  and  conaidered  ae  patcel  «^  the  right  of  aaai  Qr%iHl 
proprietory  anleaa  othanrlae  pmiM  by  the  TOle  ef  thia  Company; 
that  oaid  Gonmiaaiooera  be»  aed  they  are  hereby  direoted  t^ascertaia, 
locate  and  survey,  to  each  and  every  person,  who  has  in  consequence 
of  any  j>erson,  vote,  or  agreement  of  said  Susqnehanna  Company, 
gone  and  settled  on  said  laixls,  the  amoiint  of  hi»  grant,  which  Leiog 
recorded,  sliall  vest  a  full  and  complete  title  thereto,  in  favo»ir  of  such 
person.  That  said  Conuniaaionera  be  aUq  liuected  and  empowt^red 
10  ieeate  and  survey,  in  favour  of  such  peraona  as  they  shall  jodge 
proper,  who  aball  actaally  aettle  and  oeovpy  aaid  kuida*  by  thanr 
aelveat  their  heira  or  aaaigna,  not  exceeding  200  acrea  on  any 
prietor^a  r%bt»  who  haa  either  by  himielf,  or  by  aoOM  pmoB  ander 
bias,  aettled  and  naoaioed  on  aaid  lasdi;  whieh  aurvey  and  kMrntioa  . 
being  recorded  aball  veat  a  eeoiplele  title  in  musk  aettler^  and  abail 
be  considered  a?  parcel  of  such  proprietor's  right. 

"That  said  Coannissioners  sh:ill  locate  and  survey  all  such  grants 
as  thev  may  make  in  favour  of  any  new  settler  on  said  lands,  in  such 
towns  as  have  been  already  granted,  as  far  as  vacant  lands  can  be 
found  for  that  parpoae,  or  on  such  gores  of  land  as  remain  ungraalad 
between  aaid  towns  Provided  that  nothing  herein  ahail  be  construed 
to  afleet  the  title  of  any  actual  settler  in  anch  tows.  Said  Coca- 
miaatonefa  are  to  take  eapeeial  care  that  the  propefty  of  wadowa  aid 
erpbana  be  in  no  tnatance  infringed. 

**  That  aaid  Conuniaaiooera  ahalU  aa  aoon  aa  BMiy  be,  eotmoe  t»» 
gether  and  appoint  aome  partieolar  plaoe  Ibr  holding  tbeir  court,  and 
they  shall  in  no  instance  hold  their  court  in  any  other  place  than  that 
fir«t  an^ed  upon,  unless  it  shall  not  be  convenient  to  meet  at  such 
place,  in  which  [case]  it  shall  be  in  their  power  to  adjourn  to  any 
other  place,  and  they  shall  appoint  some  proper  persr>n  for  thoir 
aecretary,  who  shall  keep  fair  and  acoarate  recorda  of  all  tbaur  ff/fh 
ceodiqgB  aftd  detenmoaiioM. 
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"  That  said  CommiMiooers  be»  and  they  are  htreby  sotfaorized  to 
tMko  locations  and  Murveys  in  iaToor  of  any  settlers  or  proprietori, 
on  any  of  tho  broken  or  moantatBoiit  lands  lying  within  five  nriles  of 
the  river»  not  convenient  lo  lay  ont  townahipa  five  milee  iqaarey  and 
MMs  the  eane  to  raoh  to^rnhipe  at  they  judge  proper,  (myvMed 
thai  aach  loeationa  shall  in  no  uMtaooe  eioeed  six  hundred  acres  to 
file  proprietor  of  a  foil  right,  or  in  proportion  to  the  proprietor  of  a 
less  quantity  than  a  full  rii;ht.  including  any  localiun  lierelofore  made 
by  such  pfuprietor,  or  any  jjerson  under  him,  and  also  inc)udin<]^  such 
locations  as  may  by  the  said  Commissioners  be  made  in  ikvour  of  any 
settler  on  his  proprietary  right 

**  And  said  Commissioners  are  hereby  authorized  to  grant  new 
tawnshipi,  apeeable  to  the  fenner  votes  of  thb  eoMpaay,  aad  the 
powers  heretolbre  granted  to  any  Committee  for  that  parpose  are 
hereby  declared  to  cease  and  detertmne. 

-  *  And  said  Coaianssioners  are  hereby  anlhomed  to  in^ire  into 
the  particular  cirennntanees  of  any  loeatism  and  settlemettfs  that 

have  been  made  contrary  to  the  former  regulations  of  this  Company, 
and  confirm  or  disallow  ihe  same,  as  they  shall  judge  most  conducive 
to  the  interests  of  this  Company : — And  it  is  hereby  ordered  tliat  no 
location  which  may  hereafter  be  made  contrary  to  the  reffulatiofis 
contained  in  this  act,  shall  in  any  instance  be  admitted  or  confirmed. 

**  That  any  three  of  the  said  Commissioners,  together  with  their 
Secretary,  shall  be  a  qnoram  to  transact  any  of  the  business  afore- 
said. 

That  the  expense  of  locating*  and  surveying  and  determining  all 
matters  aforesaid,  shall  be  paid  by  persons  in  whose  favour  such 
cations,  dec,  shall  be  made  or  done :  and  that  said  Court  of  Oommis* 
sioners  shall  in  no  instance  eiact  or  recelfe  unreasonable  or  exorbitant 
fees. 

•*  That  any  five  of  said  Commissioners,  with  their  Secretary,  shall 
be  a  CouHT,  with  power  to  hear  and  finally  determine  all  controversies 
between  actual  occupants  respecting  the  title  of  lands,  and  to  award 
equitable  costs  in  the  usual  forms  of  trials  at  law ;  this  power  to  de- 
termine lo^eneoer  a  form  of  internal  government  shall  be  estabUAed 
in  that  OMcnlry* 

Resolved  likewise,  That  the  Commissioners  aforesaid,  or  a  ma- 
jority of  them,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  Jviiy  authorixed  and  empauy 
end  to  do  and  transact  anp  other  matters  and  things  tsiUeft  they  map 

judge  necessary  for  the  security  and  protection  of  the  settlers  on  said 


Digitized  by  Google 


404 


HISTORY  OP  WTOHIlfO 


lands,  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  Company  of  PropriUorifkerebif  rati- 
fying  and  confirming  u^teoer  Moid  Commimaners  may  do  m  tk§ 
premuu.  Test,  Jim  Bari0w»  Clerkf  pro  UmJ* 

Long  as  thw  doeumenl  is>  we  have  chosen  to  place  in  oor  pages 
the  full  record  of  all  that  it  eontauied  of  material  import  BwrpT 
the  01^7  befiwe  os,  there  is  not*  probably,  another  in  enstenoe.  It 
will  be  seen  that,  in  troth,  the  Committee  is  an  Eseentive  Direetoiy, 
with  fall  powers,  or  rather  a  GoTernment ;  and  dmibtlees  meant,  in 
its  appointment,  to  be  a  provisional  government,  in  and  over  the  new 
Btate,  coQtemplated  to  be  erected  by  the  dismemberment  of  Pemi> 
sylvania. 

These  proceedings  were  a  prelude  to  the  highly  important  and 
stirring  scenes  which  it  will  be  our  duty  to  record  in  the  annals  d 
the  coming  year. 

On  the  27th  of  December  a  Supplement  was  passed  to  tiha  Act 
establishing  Luzerne  county,  within  four  days  of  the  dose  cC  die 
year,  its  whole  operation  being  thrown  into  1767 ;  and  monow,  as 
it  introdoces  a  person  of  far  too  high  dbtinetion  to  bring  Ibrwaid 
at  the  ^  dose  of  a  letter,  we  shall  postpone  its  consideration  till  our 
nex^t. 
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1787.— Col.  Timothy  Pickering— Col.  Butler — Wyoming  People  divided— Eleetimi^ 
Grand  Measure  of  Cfinriliiiion — Tin  ronfirmins  Act — OrjjaniT.ation  of  Luzcmc  countr^ — 
Policy  of  Picker  in  rr — Adverse  Policy  ol  I'ranklin — Great  Meeting — Stormy  Di^ussion — 
Broken  up  in  contusion  and  riui — A  stream  ot  Scttleri  flowing  in  i'rooi  ttie  £aBt,  on  Share 
And  Half  Share  Righto— Ethan  Allen  on  the  ground— A  CiU«  impending— CoiMlhutiaii 
Ibr  tbe  new  State— Amet  oTCd.  FfankUn  for  TmiQii«-8|Nrit  of  Mm.  Bloeam— Bloody 
Softno— A  Citjr  Papor— CovuMiien— PidMrfng  witUMmH-b  oloelid  wmAu  of  thn 
Ganmlioa^AiiitlMr  jior  doM  ia  aloiini  and  tanpMl. 

Tn  Act  of  December  27lh»  1786,  provided,  that  Timothy  Picker- 
iDg,  Zebolon  Butler,  and  John  FrankHo,  notify  tbe  Electors  that  an 
election  wonld  be  hoiden  to  cbooae  a  Coansellor,  Member  of  Aaeem^ 

bly,  Sheriff,  Coroner,  and  Commissioners,  on  the  first  day  of  February. 
A  mode  was  pointed  out  by  ^^  hlch  Inspectors  and  Judges  were  to 
be  appointed.  Oaths  of  allegiance  were  to  be  taken  by  the  voters; 
and  provision  for  the  election  of  Justices  of  the  Peace  was  made. 

Col.  Pickcnog  was  one  of  the  most  emioeat  men  in  the  Union. 
Having  the  confidence  of  Washington  and  Congress,  he  bad  executed 
with  fidelity  and  approbation  the  office  of  Quartermaater^eneral 
ef  the  army.  A  native  of  MaMachuaetti,  after  the  peace  he  settle^ 
in  Philaddphia,  becoming  a  citiaen  of  Pennsylvania,  and  waa  selected, 
in  addition  to  his  great  abilities  and  weight  of  charaelor,  for  tbe  rear 
son  that  he  was  a  New  England  man,  to  organise  the  new  county, 
and  introduce  the  laws  of  the  State  among  the  Wyoming  people. 
Too  politic,  as  well  as  too  just  not  to  desire  that  the  controversy 
should  be  settled  on  terms  reciprocally  satisfactory,  there  is  reason 
to  suppose,  that,  before  acceptin":  this  delicate  and  arduous  appoint- 
ment, assurances  had  been  given  him  that  the  settlers,  before  the 
Decree  of  Trenton,  should,  by  some  jGeiir  terms  of  .compromise,  be 
quieted  in  their  poasessionSi  To  believe  otherwise  would  be  an 
imputalioa  at  once  npco  bis  sagacity  and  his  honour. 
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Col.  Butler,  with  great  prudence,  had  kept  himself  aloof  from 
active  measures  of  opposition.  A  captain  in  the  old  French  w  ar  ;  a 
colonel  in  the  revolutionary  contest,  having  served  witli  reputation, 
and  retired  with  honours:  ambition  having  been  snti«?fied.  and 
cooled  the  fever  of  his  ardent  temperament,  he  desired  peace ;  he 
longed,  ardeotiy,  for  repofle,  if  it  could  be  attained  with  aalely  l» 
his  neighbours  and  credit  to  bimielE  Bvt  if  expalaioa  or  war 
were  the  oaly  altematives,  Set  fire  to  to,"  he  was  prepared  ftr 
the  oouree  pointed  oat  by  the  duty  of  a  patriot  and  the  aphrk  ef  a 
•(rfdier. 

Franklin*  except  in  edoeation  and  polith,  was  in  no  respect  the 

inferior  of  Pickering;  and  it  was  a  wise,  though  as  it  proved,  an 

unavailing  stioke  of  policy,  to  endeavour  to  conciliate  the  ^.^rral  Yao* 
kee  leader,  by  naming  him  as  one  of  the  Deputies  to  regulate  the 
elections. 

But  Col.  Franklin  was  too  deeply  committed  in  interest  and 
pledged  faith  to  the  grand  scheme  of  establishing  a  new  State,  to  take 
n  new  oath  of  fidelity  to  Pennsylvania;  and  either  directly,  by  Uaa* 
•elf,  or  through  the  agency  of  his  attached  partisans,  every  obatacte> 
short  of  absolute  force,  was  interposed  to  prevent  the  electioii  being 
held. 

And  now,  for  the  first  time  was  presented  the  speotaele,  equally 
gratifying  to  (bes  and  painful  to  friends,  of  open  and  decided  hostility 
among  the  Wyoming  people.  Whatever  difference  of  opinion  may 
exist  in  respect  to  the  justice  of  their  claim,  no  liberal  mind  con\6 
have  traced  their  arduous  course,  throtifi^h  toi!  onrl  privation,  through 
suffering  and  oppression,  through  civil  and  foreign  war,  and  observed 
the  fortitude,  fellowship  and  harmony  among  themselves,  that  had 
prevailed,  without  a  feeling  of  admiration  for  rare  and  geoeroiis  rir^ 
lues  so  signally  displayed.  In  an  equal  degree  was  the  mortiftoatisB 
at  the  epeetacle  now  presented.  It  was  now  no  loofer,  Femy* 
mite  and  Yankee;  but  the  «*Old  settlers  against  the  wiM  Yan- 
kees, or  Hair  Share  Men.** 

Col.  Pickering  came  with  assnrances,  that  on  the  introduction  of 
the  jaws,  and  the  organization  of  the  county  by  the  eleclioa  of  pro- 
per officers,  which  of  courge  implied  the  oath  of  alle<?iance»  measures 
of  er>mpromi<?e  would  be  forthwith  adopted.  Probably  three-fourths 
of  the  ancient  people  sided  with  him,  and  were  in  favour  of  9ubroi»> 
•bn  to  the  law.  Among  these  were  Col.  Butler,  Col.  Denison,  the 
Bollenbacks,  the  Rosses,  the  families  of  Gore,  Carey,  Nesbtt,  etc 
while  Franklin,  the  Jenkins,  the  (Moenns^  flatterlsei  Dndtey,  and 
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fillers,  espeeially  the  residents  up  the  ri^er,  wished  to  defeet  tlw 

eJectioQ,  insisting  that  confirmation  of  title  to  the  settlers  should 
precede,  and  not  be  left  to  follow,  complete  subnnssion  to  the  power 
of  the  State.  It  n  day  of  high  excu<  mcnt,  even  for  Wyominir; 
indeed  of  riotous  commotion.  Many  a  stalwart  Yankee  was  engaged 
in  combat  fierce,  and  sometimes  bloody,  though  not  mortal,  with  a 
former  friend,  by  wboee  side  he  h^d  fought*  la  the  midst  of  the 
wild  aprotTy  when  overwhelming  force  wu  ap|»f«liended»  Col» 
Bttller  nMMmted  Ms  wnr  steed,  and  rode  up  and  down  nmiil  the 
crowd*  exdaindng;  I  draw  my  sword  in  defence  of  the  lnw$  lei 
•very  bfor  of  pence  end  good  onler  inipport  me  The  romance  of 
life  was  all  over.  That  secret  charm  which  has  led  us  so  long  to 
cherish  tfic  behalf  of  a  united  bnnd  struggling  for  the  right,  was,  by 
their  disunion  dissipated  at  least  for  a  season.  In  despite  of  opposi- 
tion,  the  election  was  consummated.  Col.  Nathan  Denison  was 
elected  to  the  Supreme  Executive  Council ;  John  Franklin  was 
ehosen  member  of  Assembly,  and  Lord  Eutler,  Esq.,  High  Sheriff* 

Immediately  upon  the  favorable  isMe  of  the  election  being  made 
known,  the  Assembly,  then  in  session,  proceeded  to  perfect  the  woik 
•f  eoneHiation  so  hnppHy  begun*  At  the  snggoetion  of  Col.  Picker* 
ing,  a  large  nnmber  of  the  people  nnited  in  a  petition,  setting  Ibrtk 
that  seventeen  townships,  of  five  miles  square,  had  been  located  by 
the  Connecticnt  settlers  before  the  Trenton  Decree ;  and  the  lots, 
averaLMnrr  iluee  hundred  acres,  been  sot  off,  specifically,  to  settlers 
and  proprietors,  and  pray  1112;  th  it  tlicsc  might  be  continued  :  Where- 
upon the  As.^nmbly,  on  the  "JSih  of  March,  pa*?«?r'd  the  Confn ruing 
Law,  which  after  the  recitation  of  thr-  subject  matter  of  the  petition, 
onacted  **That  all  the  said  rights  or  loin  now  laying  within  the  county 
of  Lnfenie*  which  ware  occupied  or  acquired  by  Connecticut  claim- 
nnts  who  were  actual  settlers  there  at  or  before  the  termination  of 
tlie  elaim  of  the  flkatn  of  Connecticut,  by  the  Decree  aimsaid,  and 
which  rights  or  lots  were  particularly  assigned  to  the  said  settlere 
prior  to  the  said  Beerae»  agreeably  to  the  regulatkmt  then  in  force 
among  them,  be  and  they  are  hereby  oonArmed  to  them  and  thetv 
heir>  and  assigns,"  Such  was  the  essence  of  the  law.  The  Act, 
consisting  of  nine  sections,  provided  for  thi;  a|>[>uititment  of  Commis- 
sioners, the  exhibili'jn  of  claims,  coin[>unsation  in  lanrl  \o  Pennsyl- 
vania Claimant?,  an;l  whatever  appeared  necessary  to  carry  its 
benificent  provisions  into  complete  effect  Peter  Muhienburg,  Timo- 
thy Pickering,  and  Joseph  Montgomery,  Esqs.,  were  the  Commif- 
sioners  anmedt  (Chnpman  sayi  Btephen  BnUiotL  Did  Mnntgn— ij 
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4belin1>  win  wepmnA  rariy  10  liqr  i»  Wywi^  t»«Btor  Ofoi 

Ibe  daties  of  their  appointment. 

In  the  mean  tinr>e  the  general  orf^anij^ation  of  the  several  depart- 
ments denianded  for  llie  due  aduiioisl ration  of  tlie  Laws  in  Luzerne 
had  taken  place,  a  brief  official  view  of  which  caanet  fail  to  be  read 
with  interest. 

COUNTY  OF  LUZERNE,  to  wiU  May,  1787. 

Be  it  Remembered,  That  od  Tueaday,  the  tmBty-aeventli  day  of 
May,  ia  the  year  one  thousand  seven  fawidfed  and  eighty-eetveo^  Wil- 
liain  Hooker  Smith,  BeDjamin  Carpenter,  and  James  NeeWit  E/afn^ 
Justices  of  the  County  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  said  County,  co»- 
veoed  at  the  dwelling  house  of  Zebnkm  Butler  in  Willwabam^  in 
the  said  County,  when  and  where  the  following  proceedings  were  had. 

Proclamaiior^  liavinnr  been  made  by  the  Sherilfof  said Cuuuiy,  com- 
manding all  ))eisons  lu  keep  silence,  there  were  read: 

L  The  Cujiimissions  issued  by  the  Supreme  Eieculive  0>nncil  of 
Pennsylvania  to  the  said  William  Hooker  Smith,  Benjamin  Carpen- 
ter, and  James  Nesbit,  and  also  to  Timothy  Piokermg,  Obadlab 
Gore,  Nathan  King8ley,and  Matthias  Hollenback,  constituting  iheA 
Justices  of  the  County  Court  of  Common  Pkeas  for  the  said  County. 

II.  The  Dsdimus  Potestatum  to  Timothy  Pickering  and  Natbsa 
Dentson,  Esquires,  issued  by  the  Supreme  Executive  Council,  ia- 
powering  them  to  admimster  the  oaths  to  persona  who  were,  or 
should  be  commissioned  in  ^id  County. 

III.  Then  William  Hooker  Smith,  Benjamin  Carpenti  r.  aii  l  .Ir  mes 
Nesbit,  Esquires,  took  the  oaths  of  allegiance  aiul  (4  office,  and  Ju^ 
tices  of  the  Peace,  and  of  the  County  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  said 
County,  (as  required  by  the  Constitution  of  Pennsylvania,)  befoie 
Timothy  Pickering,  Esq.,  impov^ered  as  aforesaid  to  administer  than. 

IV.  The  Court  of  Common  Pleas  was  then  opened,  and  Josspfc 
Sprague  appointed  Crier. 

y.  Then  were  read  the  other  Commissions  granted  to  Timolhf 
Pkkeriqg,  Esq.,  by  the  Supreme  Executive  Council,  eonslitscing  him, 
1.  Prothonotary  of  said  Court  of  Common  Pleas, 
9.  Clerk  of  the  Peace, 

3.  Clerk  of  the  Oi  plians'  Court, 

4.  Reikis ter  for  the  Probate  of  Wills,  and  granting  letters  of  Ad* 

ministration, 
6.  Recorder  of  Deeds» 
for  said  County. 
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9Im  Oowlf  spoil  spiilMiliM  to  tlm  ahmIs^  sdvittod  nid  sp* 
pointed  Ebeaeier  Bowimn,  PotMfB  CMa,  Rotivcll  Wiilli»  aad  Wi> 
laMB  NksMft  lo  be  attorney*  of  Uie  etne  Court*  wIk> 
iogly  Bwom. 

VII.  Then  appeared  Lord  Buller»  Esq.,  Sheriff  of  the  same  County, 
and  petitioned  the  Court  to  take  some  order  relative  to  the  erecting  of 
a  jail  within  the  said  County,  Whereupon 

It  is  ordered,  that  he  ifnmediately  apply  to  the  trustees  lor  that 
purpose  appointed,  and  request  them  to  exeeale  tbe  poweni  granted 
them  by  the  law  of  the  State^  eo  far  as  reepaoto  the  ereeti^g  of  a 
County  JaiL 

Thug  Luaerae,  beiag  poUticaUy  oi^ganieed,  Courts  sstablishod*  and 
the  laws  introdiieed  under  the  anspiaes  of  Col.  Piokeriag,  sostaiaed 
by  the  ooofirming  law,  he  proceeded  with  wisdom  and  promfstitiide  to 
conciliate  the  good  will  of  the  people — to  assuage  passion,  to  over- 
come prejudice,  to  inspire  cuiifulencc.  If  Franklin  was  busy,  Pick- 
ering was  no  legs  active.  "Without,  in  the  slightest  degtee.  les^eiiing 
his  dignity  by  unworthy  condescension,  lie  yet  rendered  iurnself  fa- 
miliar,— talked  with  the  farmer  al)out  corn  and  potatoes,  and  with 
their  wives  about  the  dairy,  maintaining  his  own  opioiooa  with  sealt 
yet  listening  to  others  with  respect  "  He  was  rto  way  a  proud  man," 
was  the  general  espresiion  of  the  ancient  people.  But  they  thoi^^ 
lie  farmed  rather  too  much  by  books,  aod  smiled  to  see  him  cart 
into  his  bam  damp  clover»  to  core  by  ils  power  of  generating  heat 
in  the  mow.  To  show  lus  entire  confidence  in  the  faith  of  the  State* 
and  the  beneficial  efiects  to  be  expected  from  the  confirming  law* 
CoL  Pickering  immediately  purchased  several  tracts  of  land  of  Con- 
necticut Claimants;  (the  prices  paid,  and  those  for  which  they  have 
since  been  sold,  may  furnish  an  interesting  paragraph  in  a  subsequent  » 
letter.)  How  entirely  he  sought  to  conform  to  the  simple  habits  of 
the  people,  is  shown  by  the  record  in  his  own  hand  writing,  that 
Timothy  Pickering*  and  some  other  citisens*  were  elected  fence 
viewers  and  overseers  of  the  poor.'* 

Franklin*  meanwhile,  wjth  charaeteristic  industry  visited  from 
town  to  tovni,  from  iettlemeot  to  settlement*  and  from  house  tohouie* 
kindling  by  his  burning  zeal  the  passions  of  bis  adherents  to  resist  the 
laws,  not  by  open  violence,  but  by  avwding  to  commit  thesaselves  by 
taking  the  oath  of  allegiance,  or  participating  in  any  measure  that 
should  BQcm  .to  acknowledge  tiie  jurisdiction  of  tlie  iitate*  unless  same 
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tD  <^iet  the  86lllm  in  tlieir  kin4i. 

At  length  a  proposition  was  made  and  acceded  to  by  both  partfet, 
that  the  whole  people  should  be  called  together,  and  a  general  meeting 
be  held  to  talk  over  the  matter  in  romrn'vn  council,  a  sort  of  ancient 
"  Town  Meeting,"  thougli  not  "  legally  warned,"  to  hear  s{>paker-  on 
either  side,  and  if  possible,  to  preserve  union  among  those  who  bad 
i»  long  fought  and  suffered  together,  now  separating  into  tke  mott 
•MMng  and  tMariuooMMM  diviaions.  Old  Forty  Fort  was  thomm  m 
tfw  gnniML  The  dny  flied,  the  north  and  the  Booth,  the  0mt  and 
the  west  poured  fetlh  their  anxtooa  hundreds,  phiinly,  nay,  rnUf 
dressed,  for  they  were  yet  rery  poor ;  but  with  finn  traad,  €oai» 
presBed  lip,  and  independent  bearing,  for  though  rough  and  aua- 
burnt,  (on  this  groat  occasioii  who  would  stay  at  home,)  they  were 
at  once  a  shrewd  and  a  proud,  as  they  were  a  hardy  and  brave  peo- 
ple. A  platform  had  been  erectcH  for  the  Moderator  tind  Clerks 
of  the  meeting,  and  a  stand  tor  the  speakers,  conveoieot  to  address 
the  Assembly. 

Samuel  Sutton  was  ealled  on  to  preside. 

The  meeting  had  come  together  to  take  into  consideration  the 
important  auiHer,  whether  the  terms  qftend  hy  the  Cm^bnmimg  M^m 
MhoM  be  accepted;  which  involyed  the  pent  whether  the  hiwsci 
Fennsylvama  should  be  reoeiTOd  and  obeyed.  On  these  questions, 
as  we  have  previously  intimated,  there  was  a  wide  diversity  of 
opinion.  Throughout  the  Valley  of  Wyoming  proper,  wherein  the 
earliest  settlements  were  made,  and  the  principal  sufferings  had  been 
expeiienced,  includino;  the  townships  of  Kingston,  Pittston,  T\'ilktti' 
barre,  Hanover,  riyinouth  or  Shawncy;  and  all  the  eonntry  l)i!nw. 
a  great  majority  were  in  favour  of  coming  in  kindly  under  the  juris- 
diotton  of  the  State,  and  accepting  the  terms  held  out  by  the  Coh- 
frming  Law.  The  older  men,  wearied  with  contests,  and  desiroai 
of  repose,  more  especially  took  the  part  of  obedience,  comprmmw 
and  peace.  A  few,  perhaps  a  third,  some  smarting  under  tha 
treachery  of  Armstrong  and  the  insolence  of  Ptatterscn,  distrusted  all 
pffomiies  made  on  behalf  of  Pennsylvania,  however  plauBtble  aail 
fairly  made.  Others,  young  men,  brave  and  ardent,  still  "  loved  the 
rocking  of  the  battlements,"  and  worxid  the  btorni  that  iiion^ht 
action  and  imparted  distinction.  Up  the  river,  above  and  beyond 
the  limits  mentioned,  the  settlers,  new  and  old,  with  greater  una- 
nimity, though  some  division  of  opinion  existed,  preferred  to  rely  on 
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tMr  CooMliMI  tillMi  eherMlftg  iMfM.oT  aid,  im  olbial  bat 
eflbetive,  from  CoDMecticiit,  Mamohiitetta*  and  y«niiDiit.  80  gmt 
a  gathernif  had  aot  been  known  in  tlM  Talley  for  yean.  Matlen 
of  the  highest  moment  were  to  he  difemed  and  decided.  Indeed 

the  future  fate  of  Wyomin<r  seemed  to  rest  on  their  deliberations, 
and  the  decision  of  tlial  day.  Little  les8  thnn  wur  or  peace  af^peared 
to  be  involved  in  the  i^sne.  All  felt  the  mni];nitudc  of  the  question 
to  be  resolved.  But  Wyoming  was  no  longer  united.  Discord  had 
reared  its  snaky  crest;  malign  passions  were  awakened.  Brother 
met  brother,  and  friend  confronted  friend,  not  with  the  ali  hail  of 
hearty  good  will,  but  with  bentti^  heart,  knit  brow,  and  the  frown 
oC  ai^ger  and  defiance* 

cJl  Pickering,  eoatained  by  the  Butlers,  the  HoUenbockf ,  Ihn 
Neebite,  end  the  Denisom,  appeeured  at  the  advocate  of  law  and  eom- 
firomise.  Col.  Franklin,  supported  by  the  Jenkinses,  the  Spaldinrrs, 
the  Sattcrlees,  came  forth  the  champion  of  the  Connecticut  title. 
Col.  Pickering  first  ascended  tlie  rostrum,  and  opeueti  tiie  meetiriij 
by  an  able  address,  urging  every  motive  in  hi«^  plfiin  common  sense, 
strong  and  emphatic  manner,  that  could  operate,  leading  to  a  fixed 
government  of  law — ^freedom  from  harrassing  contests  for  their 
honws;  the  terms  of  compromise  including  all  the  seventeen  town* 
ships  established  before  the  Trenton  Decree,  embracing  nearly  all 
the  old  settlers,  and  containing  two  hundred  and  sefventy  thousand 
aeres  of  land.  He  pledged  his  honour,  dearer  than  Kfe,  that  Penn- 
sylvania was  honest  in  her  purpose,  sincere  in  her  oflbr  of  com- 
prorelse,  and  that  full  faith  might  be  reposed  in  her  promise.  Half 
convinced,  yet  distrustful,  Stephen  Gardiner  spoke  up  :  "  Your  lips 
speak  fair,  but  O  that  there  was  a  window  in  that  brwt,  that  we 
miffht  read  your  heart !" 

Col.  Jenkins,  in  his  brtpf,  nnd  sententious  way,  demanded:  "Wliat 
security  have  we,  that  if  we  comply  and  put  ourselves  into  your 
power,  the  State  won't  repeal  the  law,  and  deal  as  treacherously  as 
in  the  case  of  Armitrong  V 

Col.  Franklin  now  rdse,  and  replied  with  all  the  bitterness  he  was 
master  of.  Dwelt  on  the  justice  of  the  Connecticut  title;  the  land 
was  their  own,  purchased  by  their  money,  their  labour,  and  their 
blood  ;  the  suflTcrings  of  the  settlers,  the  wrongs  and  insults  they  had 
received  from  Pennsylvania,  he  set  forth;  and  declared  the  terms  of 
compromise  hollow  and  deceptive,  and  in  no  measured  strains,  (as  if 
the  spirit  or  his  oath  on  the  bloody  rifle  reanimated  him,)  denounced 
ail  those  who  took  part  with  Pickering.  At  this  moment,  passions^ 
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Umg  wiUi  difienlly  supprated,  awpowerad  all  pradantnl  coBii 
derations,  and  Col.  HoUenback,  one  of  the  earlioBt  and  brmveei  of  tfce 
■ettlera,  drew  the  butt  of  his  riding  whip  and  aimed  a  blow  at  Frank- 
lin's head.    Caught  by  Eome  friendly  arm,  it  missed  its  aim ;  bat  the 

whole  meeting  was  instaiiily  tlirown  into  wild  confusion.  The  par- 
ties ran  to  the  neighborirjf^  wood,  and  each  cutting  a  stick,  retuniwd. 
and  blows,  farious  and  severe  were  exchanged,  until,  in  the  wild 
melee,  the  meeting  separated,  after  a  vote,  not  very  orderly  taken, 
Vfsui  adopted  to  support  the  laws,  and  accept  the  proposed  terms  of 
compromise. 

Franklin  and  bis  party  excited  to  still  greater  activity,  continued 
to  throw  every  obstruction  in  the  way  of  the  confirming  law,  and 
made  the  most  spirited  opposition  to  the  laws  being  received  and 
obeyed.  Surveyors  were  now  out  in  various  directions,  locatii^ 
townships  under  the  Connecticut  claim.  Whole  share  rtgfats  and 
haU  sliare  rights  had  become  a  stock  of  lively  speculation,  and  no 
inconsiderable  value.  The  dorinant  titles  throughout  Connecticut, 
and  the  neighboring  States,  were  drawn  forth  from  their  long  ne- 
glected repose,  and  purchased  by  speculators,  or  entered  and  survey- 
ed for  the  owners ;  while  a  stream  of  population  was  literally  pour- 
ing in  from  the  east,  and  settling  along  the  Susquehanna,  and  the 
chief  branches  that  empty  into  the  river,  more  especially  in  the 
more  northern  limits  of  the  county. 

Soon  after  the  dispersion  of  the  great  meeting,  no  little  sensatioB 
was  produced  in  the  Valley,  by  the  appearance  of  the  far  famed 
General  Ethan  Allen,  from  Vermont,  arrayed  in  cocked  hat  and 
regimentals.  The  purpose  of  iiis  visit  was  as  well  uiulerstood  by 
Pickering  as  by  Franklin  and  his  associates.  A  grant  of  several 
thousand  acres  of  land  was  made  to  him  by  the  Susquehanna  Com- 
pany. How  many  men  he  was  pledged  to  lead  from  the  Green 
Mountains  we  have  no  means  of  ascertaioing ;  but  it  was  not  doubted 
that  his  object  was  to  reconnoiter,  and  concert  measures  for  early  and 
decisive  action. 

A  crisis  was  depending  of  highest  moment,  pregnant  with  civil  war 
and  revolution.  Barlow  and  the  Wdcotts,  as  has  been  previoosly 
intimated,  had  not  embarked  even  their  names,  without  purposes  ef  ' 

hnport  and  ambition.   A  constitution  for  a  new  State  was  actually 

draw  n  up,*  the  purpose  being  to  wrest  Wyoming  aud  the  old  county 

*  G«n.  Williank  Rom  told  the  writer,  th»t  hekng  at  Nflw  H««cn  in  1803  or  4,  a  gentleiMB 
awufoil  ham  oueh  wit  the  fact,  ftiid  thai  It  wai  andeitlood  Wifliun  JwU,  Eiq.,  of  F«raiim> 
ton,  WW  to  be  tl»  ant  Governor,  asd  Joha  FnnUia  Uwawitat  GoienMr.  The  kle 
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of  Westmoreland  from  the  jurisdiction  of  Pennsylvania,  and  es- 
tablish a  new  and  independent  government,  as  Vermont  was  esta- 
blished in  despite  of  New  York.  Nor  will  the  design  be  regarded 
as  impracticablet  when  the  socoesi  of  the  settlera  on  the  New  Hamp* 
shire  grants  is  considered,  and  when  the  eitreme  weakness  of  the 
Federal  government  under  the  confederation  is  regarded.  Indian 
hostilities  raging  in  the  west ;  the  Shays*  disturbances  still  prevailing 
m  Mnssachusctts,  and  the  arm  of  government  every  where  unnerved 
and  powerless,  to  say  nothing  of  the  wrungs  and  contumely  lieaped 
upon  the  Wyoming  i)co[)le,  and  the  general  sympathy  that  existed 
throughout  the  wtioie  country  in  their  favour. 

How  far  the  details  of  the  plan  were  known  to  Col.  Pickering,  can- 
not now  be  ascertained ;  but  that  his  intelligent  and  sagacious  mind 
fully  comprehended  the  danger  is  not  to  be  doubted.  He  saw  that 
Franklin  was  the  prime  mover,  the  head  and  grand  leader  of  the 
conspiracy,  and  determined  that  a  stop  should  be  put  to  his  machi- 
nations. A  writ  was  obtained  from  Chief  Justice  M'Kean,  to  arrest 
John  Franklin  on  a  charge  of  high  treason.  Not  choosing  to  entrust 
even  the  secret  to  any  officer  in  Luzerne,  four  gentlemen,  of  known 
resolution,  activity  and  strength,  were  deputed  on  the  perilous 
duty.  Captain  Lawrence  Erbe,  Capt.  Brady,  and  Lieut.  McCor- 
mick,  who  had  held  commissions  in  the  aimy,  were  the  principal 
personages  entrusted  with  the  confidential  service.  Col.  Franklin, 
at  the  close  of  September,  had  been  on  a  political  tour  down  the  west 
side  of  the  river  to  Huntington  and  Salem,  and  returned  by  Hanover 
to  Wilkesbarre,  when,  as  he  stood  by  Mr.  Yarrington's,  near  the  ferry, 
it  being  about  two  <>*clock  in  the  afternoon,  a  person  whom  he  knew 
came  up  and  said,  <*a  friend  at  the  red  house  wished  to  speak  to 
him.**  Unconscbns  of  danger  he  walked  down,  when  suddenly  he 
was  seized  behind,  and  an  attempt  made  to  pinion  his  arms.  By 
powerful  effjrts  he  sliouk  himself  loose ;  was  again  seized,  but  by  the 
most  vigorous  exertions  kept  his  opponents  from  their  purpose,  till 
a  noostj  vvas  thrown  over  his  head,  and  his  arms  confined;  the  power 
of  all  ibur  being  requisite  to  tie  him*   To  get  him  on  horseback  was 

Capt.  lUeluiiil^  «  fal^f  intdliftiil  mod  rnthy  mail,  liaing  flnmi  Fanningtoa,  it  Mewndto 

me  to  inquiM  of  Mm.  Hi*  »plj  waa  pfampt  and  dutinct,  leaving  no  doubt  in  reitpect 
to  Iho  matter.  "Yea,  perfipctly  ffimrtinr  to  me.  Capt.  Judd  showed  mo  ihc  draft  of  the 
coasliUiiion.  It  waa  drawa  up  by  Uiiver  Wolrott  I  well  remctnlH-r  it  commence  like 
the  Dfflaralion  of  Indeprndence,  by  setting  forih  a  M?rirsi  of  wroDg0|  or  the  declaration  oi 
righu,  jvutiiyiiig  the  deed,  and  tiwn  cnt  tha  organization, 
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ihe  next  object.  Col.  Franklin  now  cried  uut :  "  help,  help  !  William 
Slocum  !  Where  is  William  Sloe:; tn  and  drawing  his  pisiols,  for 
he  went  armed,  discharired  one  of  them  without  effect,  whf  n  a  ticavj 
blow  struck  him  for  a  moment  ainiost  senseless,  and  covered  his  face 
with  blood.  The  hour  had  been  judiciously  selected,— in  the  mkiti 
of  iMiiag  taoMk  William  8k>cum,  with  nearly  all  the  male  pops* 
latioQ»  were  at  work  in  diitant  fialda  sowing  grain.  But  the  apiril 
•f  tbe  good  Quaker  motbar  was  arotieed.  Hier  Yankee  blood  wmo^ 
A  lov«ly  and  aniabla  woman  aha  wai»  but  the  OMoieiiiiba  tbomgbt 
af  noihing  bat  tbe  rdeaae  of  Frankluv  Bin.  81ogimd  aeiaed  the  gu% 
and  rooniog  to  her  door,  WiUtam,'*  aha  cried,  Who  will  call  Wilp 
tiam  1  b  there  no  wtam  beret  Will  nobody  raacoe  himt** 

From  the  river  bank  Capt.  Erbc  had  got  his  prisoner  into  the  main 
street  near  Col.  Pickering's,  hul  with  IrenKMiduud  power,  in  despite  of 
his  four  ca[)tors.  Franklin  threw  hiuii>elf  from  the  iiorsc.  as  often  as 
placed  on  him,  when  Col.  Pickering  was  obliged  to  conic  from  beiiind 
the  curtain,  and  decisively  to  interpose.  Accompanied  by  bisservantt 
William  A.  George,  he  ran  to  the  door  armed  with  a  loaded  piatol, 
which  ha  held  to  Franklin'a  breast,  while  (^eorga  tied  hit  lags  niider 
the  borse,  and  bound  him  to  one  of  bit  capton. 

Col.  Fiekaring  says:  '^Tha  four  geotleaen  aeized  him»  two  of 
lhair  hofftat  waia  in  my  atabia,  whieh  ware  lant  to  them  ;  h«t  aooii 
my  aamnt  returned  on  onaof  thaow  with  a  maMaga  from  tbe  geo- 
Memea  thai  the  people  ware  aaeemUng  in  nanberi,  and  raquaaiad 
ma  la  oome  with  what  men  were  near  ne,  to  prerent  a  reacne.  I 
took  loaded  pistols  in  my  hands,  and  went  with  another  servant  to 
their  aid.  Just  as  I  met  them.  Franklin  threw  himself  off  his  horse, 
and  renewed  his  strunizlc  with  them.  His  hair  was  disheveled  aod 
face  bloody  witJi  preceding  ctForts.  I  told  the  gentlemen  they  would 
never  carry  him  off  unless  tns  Icet  were  tied  under  \ua  horse's  belly. 
I  sent  for  a  cord.  The  gentlemen  remounted  him,  and  my  servant 
tied  his  feet.  Then  one  taking  his  bridle,  another  following  *^hind| 
and  the  otheia  ridiog  one  on  each  side,  they  whipped  up  bis 
hncse^  aod  ware  toon  b^ond  the  reach  <»f  bia  frienda."  Thns  aob- 
dned  by  eiz,  he  was  hurried  with  painful  speed  to  the  jail  of  Phi* 
ladelphia. 

A  paper  of  that  city  annoonoes  the  event,  showing  its  estimated 
oonsequenee  by  the  following  exciting  paragraph 

October  6,  1787.  We  are  informed  that  John  Franklin,  the  hero 
of  Wyoming,  has  been  sQucd  by  several  of  the  friends  of  govern- 
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iiient,  and  brougfit  to  this  city.  It  is  hoped  that  some  le:gal  steps 
will  be  taken  to  subdue  the  turbulent  spirit  of  this  modern  Sha^s,  wlio 
has  been  the  chief  cause  of  the  discuntents  in  the  county  of  Luzerne, 
and  has  uniformly  labored  to  involve  the  county  in  a  civil  war;. 
£veiy  pveriure  that  has  been  made  on  the  part  of  govenuooiil 
has  been  rendcyred  ineffectual  by  his  machinations,  and  even  hit  okar 
iioD  as  a  repraaanlative  in  tha  Geaml  Mauatiiy  was  not  aaffloiaal 
10  gratify  hw  ambitk»k*  Belter  aeiia  In  ML  Uu  ntw  k 
heaven^'*  has  ever  beea  a  favoarata  twtfiraftat  witb  thft  daiaont  of 
aaditkw.*' 

Atl  Wyoming  was  in  commotion  from  Nescopeck  to  the  State 
line,  on  hearing  of  tiie  abduction  of  Franklin,  and  ih&  pari  Col. 
Pickering  had  acted  in  the  scene. 

Immediate  measures  were  adopted  by  the  partizans  of  the  Yan- 
kee leaders  to  seize  Col.  Pickering,  and  carry  him  oli^  as  a  hostage 
ipr  the  safety  of  Franklin.  A  guard  had  been  detailed  for  the  protaa^ 
tioAof  his  family  by  Dr*  W.  H.  Smith,  of  which  Col.  Butler  Yoliii^ 
leered  to  take  the  eosimand.  Under  tbe  lead  of  Sm'di  and  ftnttartoai 
the  Tio{ga  boya,  or  wild  Yapkeeit  wmadad  the  boiMie  ia  the  ovwr 
ing^  and  demanded  admittance^  thraibamag  in  eaeo  of  leliMal  or  lar 
etatenoe^  to  aet  the  boiktings  oo  fira.  No  latisfectofy  reply  being 
given,  a  fire  was  absolutely  kindled,  when  Col.  Butler  went  oat  to 
the  besiegers.  "  I  pledge  you  my  word,"  said  he,  that  Col.  Pick- 
ering is  nut  within;  but  to  satisfy  your  party,  Capt.  Swift,  as  I  have 
confidence  in  your  honour,  and  that  of  Mr.  Satterlee,  we  will  allqw 
you  to  eoiiie  iu  and  search — more  would  only  j^ive  unnecessary  dia* 
turbance  to  the  family.*'  A  stipulation  was  made,  that  all  the  amw 
of  both  ^ides  should  be  placed  in  the  cnatody  of  a  committeo  mntuaJly 
cboeeo.  While  the  laarch  was  making,  old  friends  and  f^mdae 
chatted  loeiaUy  together.  C?ol  Pictociog  apyiieod  of  their  appaeaoh 
had  eicaped  to  the  fields*  But  hie  own  aeoount  ef  the  aMUtter  pmt 
aeatep  too  much  interest  not  to  be  quoted 

The  rising  of  FrankUn.*0  men  wae  eapealed  fiom  the  oppotiii 
side  of  the  river.  I  desired  my  friends  to  place  sentinels  along  the 
bank,  where  they  might  discover  liie  hrsi  movemeal^  for  crosding  the 

*  The  Cm;!  wc  Imvc  not  bocn  aUlc  ofTicially  to  verify,  bul  pmsume  Col.  Fickrrinfr  in  hi« 
profound  policy  h»il  i>rocured  the  cbotce  of  Franklin  to  tho  Aneiubly,  at  tbe  February  •lec- 
tion ;  knowing  if  he  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  his  honour  would  not  sufier  him  to  pursue 
mmum  iMtttb  to  tbe  integrity  of  the  Bute;  IkiI  Im  would  MUber  Mospt  the  olBoe,  Mr 
t«lnUi9otlk.  His piifitMJSth OB tht* Moody ries^yitfHeiiift 
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river,  and  then  sat  down  to  sup  with  my  family.  Before  I  had  fini-h<^:I 
that  meal,  a  sentinel  came  in  baste  from  the  river,  and  informed  me 
that  Franklin*s  adherents  were  crosmng  in  boats.  My  house  was 
within  a  furlong  of  the  river.  I  took  up  a  loaded  pistol,  and  three 
or  fonr  small  bteeaite>  and  retired  to  a  neighboiing  field.  Soon  the 
yri!  of  the  inmisenta  apprised  me  of  their  arrival  at  mj  boose.  I 
Kelened  to  their  noises  a  full  half  hour,  when  the  clamour  eeasin^,  I 
judged  that  the  few  armed  neighbors,  who  had  preriouely  entered 
and  fastened  the  doors,  had  surrendered.  This  was  the  fact.  The 
rioters,  (as  I  aftcrwarda  learned  from  your  mother,)  searched  lisc 
bous'  Idt  tne,  and  for  concciiled  arms,  if  any  there  were. 

"  ^V'lllle  I  was  listening,  Griffith  Evans,  secretary  to  th^  board  of 
commissioners,  and  a  lodger  at  my  house,  retiring  from  it,  fortu- 
nately taking  the  same  course,  joined  me.   Believing  that  when  they 
ahould  have  searched  the  house  in  vain,  they  would  proceed  to  the 
near  fields  to  find  me,  I  told  Mr.  Evans  it  would  be  well  to  retire 
•liil  farther.  When  we  had  gained  the  side  of  Wilkesbarre  mountaiUt 
we  laid  ourselves  down  and  got  some  sleep.  In  the  morning  I  de> 
seried  at  the  distance  of  a  mile  or  more,  a  log  house,  which  was  on  a 
lot  of  land  I  had  purefaased,  and  near  a  mile  from  the  village,  and 
occupied  by  an  honest  German,  whose  daughter  lived  with  your 
mother  as  a  maid.    I  proposed  to  Mr.  Evans,  as  he  had  no  personal 
injury  to  apprehend  from  the  rioters,  to  go  to  the  log  house,  and  ask 
the  German,  in  my  bclialf,  to  go  down  to  my  house,  (which,  as  his 
daughter  was  there,  would  be  perfectly  natural,)  and  if  he  could  see 
3rour  mother,  inquire  what  wns  the  state  of  things,  and  whether  i 
eonid  return  with  safety.  Mr*  Evans  waited  his  return ;  and  then 
brought  me  word  from  your  mother,  that  I  must  remain  oomccaledi 
Ibr  they  were  still  searching  for  me.  It  was  now  abcwt  eleven 
o^oloek.  I  t<dd  Mr*  Bvans  that  as  I  could  not  return  to  Wilkesbumr 
we  had  better  proceed  for  Philadelphia,  and  inform  the  Executive  of 
the  state  of  things  at  Wyoming.    He  readily  assented,  and  we  imme- 
diately commenced  our  march.    It  was  through  pathless  wood-,  and 
we  bad  no  provisions  except  tlie  three  or  four  biscuits  I  had  put  into 
my  pocket  the  preceding  evening.    That  we  might  not  get  lost.  I 
proposed  turning  short  to  our  left,  to  strike  the  road  leading  from 
Wyoming,  and  thence  take  our  departure  with  more  safety.  We 
did  so;  and  then  again  darting  into  the  woods,  proceeded  as  nearly 
as  we  could  judge»  in  a  line  parallel  to  the  road»  but  not  in  sight  of 
it    A  little  befoM  sun-setting  we  cane  to  a  small  run  of  walort 
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■which  I  supposed  to  be  the  **  nine  mile  ru?i."  being  at  that  distance 
from  ^VilIvvJ^b^lrr(^  I  therefore  desired  Mr.  Evans  to  go  cautiously 
down  the  run  till  he  should  strike  the  road  which  crossed  it.  He  did 
so,  it  was  not  far  off.  On  his  retitrn  we  concluded  to  lie  down  to 
get  some  ileep»  intendiDg  to  rise  when  the  moon  ifaould  be  up,  aft 
about  two  the  next  morniog  and  proaeeole  oar  joarnef.  About  two 
milea  from  the  nine  miie  ruo  was  Bear  Creek,  a  stream  perhaps  forty 
or  fifty  ieet  wide,  and  without  a  bridge.  Having  several  times  tr»* 
veM  that  road,  I  knew  when  we  approached  it.  There  I  thought 
it  probable  the  insurgents  had  posted  a  small  guard  to  intercept  me, 
leaving  their  main  guard  at  a  deserted  cabin  four  miles  back.  Mr. 
Evans  proposed  to  advance  alone,  to  reconnoiter,  and  if  he  disovered 
there  any  armed  ittcii  to  h;dlao,  that  I  might  escape  into  the  ^voods. 
1  told  him  that  was  impracticable;  fatigued  and  destitute  of  pro- 
visions, I  could  not  fly ;  that  each  of  us  had  a  loaded  pistol ;  that 
I  presumed  the  guard  at  the  ereek  would  not  exceed  three  men; 
that  if  they  attempted  to  take  us,  we  miist  each  kill  his  man,  when 
the  third  would  be  glad  to  escape.  With  this  determination  we  pro* 
ceeded.  The  creek  was  not  guarded,  we  ibrded  it,  and  then  marched 
at  our  ease.  In  the  morning,  vre  reached  the  first  inhabited  bouse 
about  twenty-five  miles  from  Wilkesbarre.*  Here  we  were  refreshed 

*  A  letter,  obligingly  funmhcd  me  by  J.  Jordan,  jr.,  Ei^q.,  one  of  the  Secretaries  of  lbs 
PcnatjIvMiift  Ui«laiieal  Sodalj,  Chnnw  light  upon  this  pait  of  oor  mmtlvt. 
October  6, 1787.  Dr.  SmithlMd,  writM  to  the  Coaaeil,  vU  t  Yortw- 

T.iy  morning  being  on  the  Wjoining  foad,  it  a  small  diftiinco  from  Larner's  house,  I  met 
'I'imolhy  Pickering  and  Mr.  Fvans,  secretary,  cnttritii^  f^ir  •^ftllcmcnt!*  in  a  Jistre«i*pd  silua- 
iiiiii.  Being  informed  of  the  coup  de  main  executed  on  I'muklin,  nnd  apprehensive  of  ibo 
natural  coiue^ueuces  attending  such  conduct|  I  asked  fur  uilurtuatian,  when  to  my  great  sur- 
prise, I  nodentood  from  Mr.  Pickering,  tliat  ahhoogh  he  nomwly  eeoaped  tlie  vnifeiiioeof 
the  Ooaneelicut  bendilti,  end  hid  left  belkind  bb  hdj  and  ehUdren,  likely  to  be  teken  «• 
hostages  for  Franklin ;  he  woe  going  to  Philadelphte,  to  compromiie  metlen  trlfth  John 
prmnklin.  His  expressions  I  I  relieve  started  from  a  repenting  and  diMjipMnled  heart,  in  the 
expansion  of  which  I  understood  iio  had  wrote  a  li  tter  to  J.  Swift,  present  leader  of  the  fac- 
tion, promising  nu  <ict  of  amnesty  fur  him,  Frnnklin  and  party,  provided  they  would  ?:t!bmit  to 
tiis  fugitive  plan  ol  hubmi«»ion  to  our  laws.  lit-  lurtlier  added  tiial  ius  lirsl  exertion  in  the 
citjr  wooU  be  to  pej  a  vjift  to  the  piieaacff  Fmiklin,  and  ehovld  propeee  to  Jam  ooee  momto 
nMkohimaiidSivtf^iiMiiofgieat  iapoilaiioaott  the  abofteaiMii^^  It  hiiilid  my 
ingatu  cunceivfl^  that  one  individual  as  Hx,  Pickering,  in  a  free  and  constitutional  goveni* 
mt^ut,  should  confer  or  pretend  to  di?{)0sc  of  the  three  branches  of  our  political  cxtsitencc,  at 
t  he  same  time  that  he  cnnffssrH  of  the  necessity  of  coercive  mcasurrs  at -1  sees  tiie  dignity  of 
qrovcmnienl  exposcii.  The  tuaiult  continues  in  Wyoming — the  apprehension  of  Franklin, 
1  believe  has  only  hastened  the  period  of  their  clatideslinc  opposition  to  GoTernmeut.  I 
hope  it  will  eonvUioe  out  legiehtfoiB  of  the  impropriety  of  purchasing  peace  at  the  expeoM 
and  fuiB  of  individuala,  fram  a  aet  of  omd  devoted  to  dialiiib  pablie  tianqnillitjr. 

FAANCtS  8MtTB. 

a? 
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Villi  a  conifortaWe  biwMMt,  •»!  tli»  **lSf 
traveled  some  miles  farther,  we  ctne  to^iMBe&naen'  hou«i,  wfc« 

we  hired  horses,  aod  then  continued  oor  jcHuniey  to  Pbilftdelphia^ 

"  On  my  return  to  Wilkesbarre,  1  was  informed  tWt  the  • 

nent  of  the  guards  to  intercept  me,  was  preci:,ely  as  I  bad 
lured.  A  iubaltern's  command  marched  to  the  de^  rted  cabia, 
^beiiee  three  men  were  detached  to  Bear  Cieek.  where  tiicy  vva;r  c 
till  night,  wheo  they  returned  to  the  cabio;  concludiog  that  I  baa 

reached  the  creek  before  them.  .    .    r  u. 

The  insorgentSy  aooo  brought  to  reflection,  and  deprived  ot  tue 
oonnsel  and  directtou  of  their  leader,  FrankUii,  began  to  relent,  aad 
sent  a  petition  to  the  Executive  Ckwincil,  acknowledgiDg  their  offence, 
and  praying  for  a  pardon.  This  was  readily  granted;  and  CoIomI 
Denison,  tlie  Luzerne  counsellor,  went  up  with  the  pardon.  It  mm 
natural  to  infer  from  this,  that  I  might  return  in  eafety  fo  taif 
family.  I  proceeded  accordingly,  but  when  within  twentjr-fivemilea, 
1  sent  by  a  servant  w  ho  was  with  me,  a  leUer  to  your  mother, 
desiring  her  to  consult  some  of  the  discreet  neighbours,  who  were 
my  friends,  relative  to  my  return.  She  did  so.  They  were  of 
opinion  that  I  could  not  return  with  safety  at  present.  So  I  went 
back  to  Pbiladelpbia. 

"In  September,  1787,  the  Convention  of  Delegates  from  the 
several  States,  to  form  a  Constitution  for  the  United  States,  which 
had  been  sitting  wveral  montiis  in  Philadelphia,  concluded  thev 
labours.   Tliev  recommended  that  the  Constitution  should  be  sub- 
mitted to  a  Convention  of  Delegates,  to  be  chosen  in  each  State,  hj 
the  people  tliereof,  under  the  recommendation  of  its  I/^slatnre,  ftr 
their  assent  and  ratification.    Such  a  Convention  U called  by  the 
Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  the  people  of  Luzerne  county  chose  m 
their  delegate  to  represent  them  in  it.    Tins  Convention  assembled  in 
Philadelphia,  (where  1  still  remained,)  I  think,  early  in  December. 
After  a  great  deal  of  discussion,  the  Convention  assented  to  and  rati- 
fied the  Constitution.  It  was  engrossed  on  parchment,  and  received 
the  ^ignatuies  of  nearly  all  the  Delegates,  including  the  opposen 
while  under  discussion,  with  the  eiception  of  some  three  or  km 
obstinate  men,  and,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection  of  their  characten» 
as  ignorant  as  obstinate.   The  opposers  of  its  adoption  were  ike 
.extra-republicans  or  democrats— the  same  sort  of  men  who  afte^ 
wards  were  called  ant i- federalists,  and  who  uniformly  opposed  all  the 
leading  measures  of  the  federal  administration  ot  the  General 
Government. 
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T  could  now  no  longer  doubt  that  I  mi^ht  return  to  Wyomkig.  I 
arrived  there  the  begiaaiiig  of  January,  1788.'* 

At  tho  Fall  election  Col.  Denison  was  again  returned  to  the 
Executive  Counoily  and  Capt  John  Paul  ScboU  was  ehom  umm* 
ber  of  Assembly. 

Tfaoi  closed  the  jear  1787,  and  no  htm  of  promise  gave  hope 
tliat  the  snooeediiig  year  wjM  be  less  distiDgaisfaed  bj  violeoGe 
and  disorder. 
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178S—n,,!  Pickering's  return— Violent  Abduction— His  Account,  with  Notes— Vankw 
War— A  wiucy  Boy— Capt  Ho«  wounded,  Joseph  Dudlej  kUicd— Lul.  FrBoklin  in  Phil** 
ddphk  JtU-Tbe  lion  Tuiwd-^RdMNd  on  BaU-Cyar JoftiM  MVmh  ud  JuOg^ 
Roih^Tni]*— Dawn  of  Pmoo.1 

Cob  PicaoflSmtf  from  hk  hoooarable  exile  to  Philadelphia,  where  he 
had  pejforined  the  acceptable  Berrice  of  a  delegate  to  vatify  the 
Federal  Constitution,*  returned  to  Luzerne  early  in  Jannaryi  1788. 

No  incident  of  importance  marked  the  first  part  of  the  year;  but 
the  violent  abduction  of  that  gentleman  in  June,  %vas  a  measure  of 
the  most  exciting  character,  leading  up  civil  war  in  its  tram,  aiid 
again  staining  the  fair  fields  of  Wyoming  with  blood. 

(  ol.  Piclverrnfr's  own  narrative  of  that  event  i  have  chosen  to  ropy, 
from  the  deep  interest  which  the  recital,  by  himself,  cannot  fail  io^ 
excite  and  gratify;  but,  at  the  same  time,  as  much  matter  presents 
Itself  in  his  letter  for  obserration,  I  shall  throw  into  notest  a  free 
commentary  as  we  proceed. 

^  On  the  26th  of  June,  at  about  11  at  night,  when  your  mother  and 
I  were  asleep,  and  your  brother  Edward,  nine  months  old,  was  lying 
on  my  arm,  I  was  awakened  by  a  violent  opening  of  the  door  of  the 
room.  Who's  there  ?"  I  asked ;  "  Get  up,"  was  the  answer.  "  Don't 
strike,''  said  I,  *'  I  have  an  infant  on  my  arm." — I  had  i;o  doubi  that 
the  intruders  were  ruliians  come  to  execute  the  long  menaced 
attack. 

*  Col.  Stono  oeemo  to  think  ft  tn  extraoidinary  instance  of  ineonsistoncj,  that  the  people 
of  Lniomo  libiaialil  "oeleet  Col.  Pfdiviing  of  ill  othwii  to  A  in  judgment,  upon  mn  iMUn- 
nwnt,  wiiieli  if  adopted  was  to  beomne  the  gfand  n^ulatini;  machioerj  of  tbdr  poHlkil  and 

religious  principles,  the  charter  of  their  liherty,  and  that  of  their  posterity  in  all  time  to  conie, 
while  they  would  not  trust  tlio  ^^mc  indiridnal  to  decide  for  them  in  n  matter  of  a  cont»^.<\i 
title  of  n  fiw  iuinJrod  dollars  worth  of  land!"  It  may  bo  remarked  that  tin*  |)eoj)!e  of  Lu- 
zerno  were  now  divided  in  twaitu  Those  who  elected  Coi.  Picitering  had  no  hand  in  his 
exHe.  Those  who  wonld  hate  laid  the  hand  of  viobnco  on  him,  woidd  noltako  lh«  orth  of 
alkgNnsi^     woN^  thmftn^  not  foM 
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**!  rolled  Edward  from  my  arm,  rose,  aad  put  on  my  clothes.  Your 
mothor  slipped  out  of  the  other  side  of  the  bed  :  and  putting  on  some 
clothes  went  to  the  kitchen,  and  soon  returned  with  a  lighted  candle. 
Then  we  saw  the  room  filled  with  men  armed  with  guns  and  hatchetSt 
having  their  fkees  blacked,  and  bandkercbiefs  tied  rouDd  their  beads. 
Tbeir  fint  act  was  to  pinion  me;  tying  my  arms  together  with  a  cord, 
above  my  elbows,  and  cmsed  over  my  )wBk»   To  tbe  middle  of  this 
cord  they  tied  aDOther.  long  enough  for  one  of  them  to  take  hold  oS, 
to  prevent  my  escaping  from  them.  They  told  me  it  would  be  well 
to  take  a  blanket  or  outer  garment,  for  I  should  be  a  loog  time  in  a 
Bituation  where  I  should  want  ii. '    I  desired  your  mother  to  get  me 
an  old  surtout,  which  was  in  the  chamber.t    ^h*^  quickiy  returned, 
and  I  received  it  on  one  of  my  arms.    They  then  led  me  off,  and 
hastened  through  the  village  of  Wilkesbarrc,  in  perfect  silence. 
Having  traveled  a  couple  of  miles,  they  halted  a  few  minutes.  Then 
resaming  their  march,  proceeded  to  Pittstown,  ten  or  eleven  miles  up 
the  river  from  Wilkesbarre.   Here  they  stopped  at  a  tavern  and 
called  for  whiskey — offering  some  to  me,  which  I  did  not  aoeept ;  I 
drank  some  water. 

**  In  twenty  minutes,  they  left  this  house,  and  pursued  their  march. 
— There  were  about  fifteen  of  them — arranged  in  my  front,  my  rear, 
and  on  both  Hanks.  We  were  in  the  darkness  and  stillness  of  night. 
As  we  proceeded,  one  of  the  ruffians  at  my  side  thus  accosted  me — 
**  Now  if  you  will  only  write  two  or  three  lines  to  the  Executive 
Council,  they  will  discharge  Col.  Franklin,  and  then  we  will  release 
you.''  Instantly  I  answered — **  The  Executirc  Council  better  on* 
derstand  their  duty,  than  to  discharge  a  traitor  to  procure  the  re- 
lease of  an  innocent  man."—*'  Damn  him,  (exclaimed  a  voaee  before 
lae)  why  don't  you  tomahawk  himV*  this  wrath  of  tbe  ruffian  (I)  was 

Two  Nfilat  hf  Col.  P.— Wlim  IUfpped  mit  of  bed,  tho  In!  ptmuA  I  took  up  wu  a 
Oiili  in  ft  pocket  of  which  wm  o  picket  of  letters  whic!i  I  fiad  written  to  one  or  mora  of  my 

arquflintances,  Mem!»crs  of  Con^rre?,  (then  sittinrj  at  New  York)  ilctniliii'j  tlio  conduct  and 
charttclera  of  some  of  the  leaders  in  the  nrf;i'!'>i!^  mrr><!ire«  of  the  Sus<|uel)anna  Coin])any; 
which  letters  Mr.  Andrew  Eiteot,  then  at  Wilkesbarrc,  and  who  was  to  set  oH*  for  Phiiaticl- 
phift  tbe  next  morning,  was  to  take  with  him.   I  dropped  the  coet,  and  felt  for  a  pelrof* 
fostiao  tnmwM,  end  fwttMi  jeckel  with  ilii^n.  Theee  I  put  on— ftnd  ny  eboee. 

t  Yovr  mother  aAerwftide  informed  roelhat  oiie«f  tbe  roflUno  feHowed  horlo  the  dMnber, 
end  threatened  to  tomahawk  her,  if  she  made  any  noise.] 

Note  !.  (To  Pickermj^'s  letter.)  "  This  wrath  of  the  rufllan .**  Thia  is  the  third  time 
within  the  limits  of  a  page,  that  tlie  word  rufTi  iii  is  applied  to  hi*i  captors.  Granlinw  to  Col. 
Pickering,  which  we  cheerfully  do,  the  possession  uf  unsputteU  lalegrity,  we  still  tbiitk  his 
namti»e  diotikl  be  read  with  o  knowledge  that  stroag  prcjudiee  wee  ■  merked  eberieleailae 
of  hii  dthorwiao  muaHj  mod.  U  doee  not  ftfpetr  thai  OMBi  Mfftritj  wm  wedt  thiB  vii 
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excited  by  the  word  "  traitor,"  applied  to  their  old  leader,  Fnuikiio. 
No  more  words  were  uttered  on  this  subject. 

We  80oa  readied  the  river  JLachawannack,  about  two  miles  from 
the  tayern.  After  tearchiog  a  little  while,  they  found  a  canoe,  in 
'Which  aome  of  them  paned  over.  On  its  retam  I  stepped  io,  with 
the  others  of  the  gang.  The  water  was  low,  and  the  canoe  touched 
the  bottom  before  we  reached  the  shore.  I  was  going  to  step  out  and 
wade  to  the  shoie.  Stop  "—said  one  of  them,  who  had  a  pack  eo 
his  back.  He  waded  to  the  shore — laid  down  bis  pack — reluriied  to 
the  side  of  the  canoe,  and  carried  me  on  his  bach  to  the  shore*  (2) 

"  Proceeding  upwards,  we  in  a  little  while  came  to  a  ferry.  The 
day  had  dawned.  They  crossed  over  in  a  scow  (a  large  flat  bottomed 
boat)  to  the  western  side  of  the  Susquehanna;  and  we  contiiiu*  d  our 
march,  on  the  shore  of  the  river, for  an  hour  or  two;  then  struck  into 
the  woods,  and  pursued  the  course  upwards,  out  of  sight  of  the  river. 
About  four  in  the  afternoon,  they  arrived  at  n  !og  house  near  the 
bank  of  the  river  about  thirty  miles  above  Wilkesbarre.  Here  they 
had  victuals  cooked,  and  I  ate  with  a  good  appetite ;  having  fiuted 
since  I  was  taken  the  preceding  night. 

'*  Seeing  a  bed  in  the  room,  I  laid  myself  down  upon  it.  i  do  not 
recollect  when  they  anpinioned  me.  I  had  lain  but  a  little  while, 
when  a  man  arrived  in  a  boat  from  Jacob's  Plains,  a  small  settlement 
about  two  miles  and  a  half  above  Wilkesbarre.  I  knew  the  roan. 
The  ruffians  (supposing  that  I  was  asleep)  inquired  with  eairerness, 
what  was  the  news  below;  and  whether  the  militia  had  turned  oat 
to  pursue  them.  He  answered  in  the  affirmative.  I  immediately 
saw  that  I  should  not  be  sufiered  to  keep  my  place  on  the  bed.  In  a 
few  minntesi  one  of  them  came  to  the  bed  side  and  said  *^  get  up.^  I 

indivpeiMablB  to  hi^  safe  keeping.   Such  refreshments  m  they  obtained  far  likmnrnhm  tt 

Lackawanna,  were  freely  placoil  at  his  service.  With  considiTate  thoughlfolness  thpr  si- 
\hc(\  him  to  take  u  blanket,  showing  that  they  desired  he  phoalf?  hr  coaiforlable.  '  Now 
only  write  two  or  three  lines  to  the  Executive  Council — Ihey  will  rcka^o  Frauklia,  and  «r 
^riU  leleaae  you."  Thia  key  unlocks  the  ythxAo  ft&k.  No  niffiaii  malevoleoce  nui^le«l  uk 
the  ftbdoetiMk.  *T1ir  imln  nljirlT-ni  Ihi  ffhn-  ''-rr  fr*^i1  mi  hiilirr  w  ■  tliii— li 
trooUes.  To  dnuMtaijelkM  niiid  it  would  Im  oeoimd,  tbttllwN  mm,  ihwfh  im 
CVMT,  night  be  actuated  by  noble  and  generoii#8enUinenta.  After  the  vioieDce,  the  wRMgi^ 
the  perfidy  exhibited  towards  the  BelllerB,  by  Armstrong  and  Patterson,  acting  in  the  naoM 
of  PcnnKvIvania,  no  great  Ktn^tch  of  charity  wnn  requisite,  to  allow  thai  a  veij  hMCll 
night  doubt  the  sincerity  of  the  new  overtures  for  compromiBe. 

Note  2.  Col.  Pickering  crossed  over  in  the  canoe  with  others  of  the  '*  s^ang.^  But  it 
•eems  they  would  not  allow  him  even  to  wet  his  feet.  Onf  of  thi<'  rnri'^  of  m^fftnnsi  nh<o~ 
lutely  took  him  on  his  shoulders  to  the  tihore.  Courtesy  auU  iuaduens  ap[>ear  to  have  marketi 
thdrctndwi. 
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me,  and  they  took  me  direetly  back  horn  the  river,  a  (garter  of  a 
mile ;  and  hehiitd  a  rising  ground  they  rested  for  the  night.   It  thun* 

dered  ;  and  a  heavy  rain  soon  wet  us  to  the  skin.  At  day-light  one 
of  the  crew  went  to  the  house :  and  finding  all  quiet,  he  returned,  and 
we  all  \v<L'nt  thither.  The  drying  of  our  rlutlirs,  and  eating  breakfast, 
etiiployed  us  till  about  ten  o'clock.  Standing  with  them  on  tiie  bank 
of  the  river,  I  observed  a  man  od  the  other  side,  leading  a  horse.  It 
was  on  the  shore  of  the  river.  Being  near  sighted,  I  did  not  know 
him.  Bat  one  of  them  oiciaimed — There  goes  Major  Jenkins^ 
now^ — a  damned  slinking  son  of  a  bitch."  By  this  courte&u*  obser-  / 
Tation  on  the  second  man  of  the  party,  and  the  first  in  Franklin's 
nbsence,  it  was  apparent,  that  after  enoonraging  and  engaging  them 
in  the  diabolical  outrage  upon  ine  he  had  deserted  them.(3)  He,  in  fact 
kept  on  his  route,  went  into  the  State  of  New  York,  and  there,  being 
a  land  surveyor,  found  employment,  during  the  residue  of  the  season, 
and  until  tranquillity  was  finally  restored  to  the  county. 

"By  this  time  the  blacking  had  disappeared  from  ihe  faces  of  the 
rutfians;  when  I  found  two  of  them  to  be  sons  of  one  Dudley,  a  car- 
penter and  a  near  neighbour  at  Wilkesbarre.  The  others  were  all 
before  unknown  to  me. 

They  now  prepared  to  cross  over  to  the  eastern  side  of  the  Sos- 
quehanmu  Gideon  Dudley  came  up  to  me  with  a  pair  of  handcufls, 
with  which  to  manacle  me*  To  this  I  objected,  as  they  were  going 
to  cross  the  river  in  a  small  canoe,  and  I  desired  to  have  a  chance  of 
saving  my  life  by  swimmiRf^,  if  tt  should  overset  At  this  moment 
^ir.  Earl  (whom  I  had  nuL  known,  but  who  was  father  to  two  of  the 
party)  interposed — telling  Dudley  that  there  was  no  danger  of  an 
escape,  and  aflvisini^  him  not  to  put  the  irons  n[>on  me.  lie  ac- 
cordingly forbore. — We  crossed  the  river;  and  they  pursued  their 
march.   la  ao  hour  they  halted ;  the  leader  of  the  band  selected  four, 

Nole  3.  "  Ri^ffiatu,"  "  Crew.'*  "  DiMtMt  Oulrag^  '—gHtniA  the  next  page,  show* 
ing  tli»  MtteTMif  9t  Us  MnfsthAt  Mcktad  after  thirty  ymu  bad  paMed  away.  Th« 
banh  fftOMrka  on  CttL  Janklm  do  not  wamnt  th«  ialiMeaea,  wa  think,  whidi  baa  hcan 

drawn  from  it.  Coi.  Jenkina  navar  pot  hia  band  to  an  enlerprize,  however  hazaril(>ii<(,  nnd 
tlieii  shrunl;  from  it,  leavinnhts  companions.  4i^o\.  Jvukim  hail  warned  Col.  Pickcrlii;!  n!  i':o 
danger.  "  Fori'  warnt'«l,  forc  ariiu'd,'  ht*  niijifit  !)!\\t  taken  it  an  a  friendly  caution,  l>iil  i  nu.-^j 
to  rej^ard  il  as  a  thrcuL  U  wgui  no  oew  enterprise  on  the  part  ui  Col.  Jenkins  tu  go  into 
the  Ganeaee  country  surveying.  For  two  or  three  yean  he  had  been  engaged  with  Dewit, 
tn  laying  out  the  fine  wailem  Unda  in  New  Yoih,  and  the  reader  niuet  have  (^Nerved  that 
hia  name  does  not  appear,  or  if  at  all,  at  Kloui  in  the  oonti  sts  of  17^9-6.  AVith  a  large 
and  growing  ftailyi  no  one  more  ainoeieiy  doaireJ  ropoae,  that  induatry  n^t  laap  iu  juat 
lawaid. 
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and  bid  the  rest  £jo  on. — Witii  these  tbar  and  me.  he  darted  directly 
iato  the  woods.   Tbis  excited  some  appreheosioo  m  me,  ot  persooal 
nuschief;  especially  as  one  of  thsiDy  by  the  name  of  Cady,  Mi^aioed» 
9B 1  uodentood,  a  very  bad  character.   The  leader  of  Ikis  band  wm 
a  hooter,  aod  had  his  rifle  goo  with  him.  Ai  we  pioceedMl  a  wq 
was  started^  aod  as  he  bouoded  along,  the  hooter  shot  him*  aad  ia 
five  aunutes  had  his  skto  ofl«  aod  the  carcass  sliiog  on  his  bock.  At 
the  distance  of  three  or  four  miles  from  the  river,  they  halted,  doso 
by  a  very  small  run  of  \vatei.    A  iirc  being  quickly  kindled,  they 
began  to  cook  souie  oi  the  venison.    The  hunter  took  his  first  cut. 
They  sharpened  small  sticks  at  both  ends,  running  one  into  a  =iice  of 
the  fawn  and  setting  tiie  other  end  uiio  the  ground,  the  lop  ot  the 
Stick  beariog  so  near  the  £re  as  to  broil  the  Qeaik*   Beiog  hungry^  1 
borrowed  ooeof  their  knives*  aod  followed  their exanqile. — I  ol^erred 
the  hooter  teodiog  his  steak  with  great  nicety ;  and  spriokliag  it  with 
a  little  salt,  as  sooo  as  it  was  dooe,  he  with  a  very  good  graces  pve* 
santed  it  lomtf/(4) 

'*  Before  night,  they  cut  dowo  some  limbs  of  trees,  aod  fbnned  a 
slight  booth,  to  shelter  us  from  the  dew.  Ooeof  them  taking  post  es 
a  sentinel,  we  lay  down  on  the  <;iouiid:  my  pillow  was  a  stone. — In 
this  s|t|ation  we  remained  about  a  week.  (5)  At  firpt,  they  had  mme 
g0(u]  «!alt  pork,  and  wheattn  bread  that  lasted  two  or  three  days; 
after  which  they  got  Indian  meal,  which  they  made  into  cakes,  or 
iiriedy  as  pancaJies,  in  the  fat  of  the  pork.  Of  the  pork  they  w«re 
very  sfiariQg;  fryiog  ooly  two  or  three  «naU  slices  at  a  tine^  and 
cotting  them  op  io  the  pan.  Such  was  our  breakfast,  dinner  and 
supper :  my  share  did  not  exceed  five  moothfuls  of  pork  at  each 
meal*  (6)   They  fared  better^sopping  up,  with  their  bread  or  cakeik 

Kola  4.  Conmferins  that  Cady  jitn  the  wont  of  tli«  n^fian  gcng^  tbb  wm  verj  dnL 

Note  ft.  Perhapt  the  lint  night ;  hot  with  attcndaiilt  ao  oblijpng^  we  oan  haidiy  soppoet 
Col.  P.  kept  hie  atone  piliow  the  whole  vreek.  A  bow-wood  log  we  have  often  need  mi  Ao 

wootls,  a  fitone  seldom— never.    Attention  ie  called  to  thb  point  to  show  that  prejodiBl 

tingps  the  aceount,  nnJ  it  rrrnst  thercforp  be  rweivr J  with  sornc  slight  tjn'ni-^  of  aJtowUMCf 
liothing  to  detract  frotn  the  outline,  but  sometbing  to  be  buiu^iuHi  iii  the  colouxiog. 

[•  "  Yrt  I  nf^ver  felt  moie  tleit  and  viforom  in  my  li£s;  wliicb  I  ascribed  to  nj  Wfeenory 

extreme  ierri-pcraucc.**]  ' 

Nfte  G.  The  Colonel  was  n  f.iil(lifr,  ami  took  pro{H>r  note  of  hin  rations.  At  Tunkban- 
nock  "they  cooked  vu>tualt»,  and  1  ate  with  a  good  ap|ietite."  At  another  time,  ^i>%d^  wjsH 
a  good  grace,  presented  him  anke  veniaon  atcak."  Now  they  hntc  pork  and  jultntiy  cak^- 
but  he  repine*  that  for  hie  ahare  he  got  only  '*  five  mouthfoh  of  pork  at  eacli  mea]."  TlHt 
it  fifteen  nouthfols,  or  aliottt  half  a  pound  a  day.  And  vcniaoD  could  not  have  been  eeaaet. 
But  Col.  PSckciing  waa  remtrkaUe  lor  bb  fine  appetite  and  pawerAil  d^ntion.  AHeiwuda 
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all  the  fat  in  the  pan,  of  which  I  felt  no  inelination  to  participate.— 

It  was  here  I  told  them  they  would  pent  of  their  doings;  and  in- 
stead of  being  supported  by  four  Imndred  men  in  the  county,  as  they 
bad  pjrotessed  to  believe,  that  they  would  be  abaudooed  to  their 
fate. 

From  this  station  they  marched  a  few  miles,  and  took  another*  ia 
a  aarrow  valley*  a  sequestered  place*  and  about  two  or  thrae  miles 
from  the  Susquehanna.  We  had  no  sooner  halted  than  they  came  to 
me  with  a  chain  five  or  six  feet  long,  having  at  one  end  a  band  like 
the  bands  of  horse^fetten.  CoL  Franklin,  they  said,  bad  been  pot  in 
irons,  in  the  Philadelphia  jail,  and  they  must  put  irons  on  me,  al» 
though  it  was  not  agreeable  to  them  to  do  it ;  "  bat  their  great  men 
required  it."  Satisfied  that  it  would  be  in  vain  to  remonstrate,  I 
vas  silent.  They  fixed  the  band  of  the  chain  round  my  ankle,  se- 
curing it  with  a  flat  key,  which  they  twisted,  to  prevent  its  being 
cut  off  without  a  tool  to  untwist  the  key.  The  other  end  of  the  chain 
they  fastened  by  a  staple  to  a  tree.  In  this  situation  J  remained  an 
hour  or  more ;  and  they  employed  themselves  in  forming  a  booth  with 
t  he  boughs  of  trees.  This  chain,  besides  its  conformity  with  the  orders 
of  their  **  great  roen,**  saved  my  gentlemen  from  the  burden  of  mount* 
ing  guard  every  night  When  we  lay  down,  they  placed  me  in  the 
middle,  and  one  of  them  wrapped  the  chain  round  one  of  his  legs ;  so 
that  I  could  not  rise  to  attempt  an  escape,  without  waking  him  upw 
But  I  determined  not  to  make  the  atlenipt — for  I  soon  considered  that 
my  iile  was  not  in  danger;  and  I  expected  them  to  trrow  weary  of 
their  enterprise  •  sol  patiently  endured  present  affliction.  Besides, 
if  I  escaped  they  could  take  me  again,  unless  I  quitted  the  county ; 
whirh  was  the  precise  object  of  the  outrage — to  get  rid  of  me. 

We  had  been  in  this  valley  but  two  or  three  days,  when,  one 
morning,  whilst  all  my  guard  were  fast  asleep,  I  heard  a  brisk  firing 
of  musquetry.  It  was  a  skirmish,  I  had  no  doubt,  between  the 
*'  Boys  (as  these  fellows  called  their  party)  and  the  militia  who  had 
come  from  below  to  discover  <Aem,  and  rescue  me.  But  I  let  them 
sleep  on ;  nor  did  I  tell  them  of  the  firing  after  they  awoke.  After 
breakfast,  one  of  them  went  dow^n  to  a  house  by  the  river,  in  their 
interest,  and  returned  in  haste,  to  tell  his  comrades  that  the  ^'  Boys  ** 

during  Washtngtoii's  adtniiiutraUon,  wlipn  nej^otiattn;;  a  treaty  with  the  InJiaiu,  &  vaukt 
tabic  was  surrounded  by  comniksionen*,  contractors,  attendants,  and  bfiVCf*  Tlw  OOOver- 
Mtion  tunMi  upon  the  chancleriitic  de«ignfttioii  of  the  ehkh ;  one  wee  thet  of  the  eegle^ 
another  of  the  toftoiw. .  An  oU  warrior  eeeing  Cot.  P.  ewallowing  hit  ebventb  cup  of  ooflee^ 
ifitb  fiamle  in  proportion,  excUimed— **  Be  i  Wolf  TVlbt,** 
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and  militia  had  met,  and  that  in  the  battle,  captain  Ross,  who  com- 
manded the  militia,  was  mortally  wounded.*  At  the  close  of  this,  or 
the  next  day,  they  marclied  down  to  the  river,  and  sought  for  a  canoe 
to  crofss  to  the  wrstern  side;  but  could  find  none.  We  ^ve^e  now 
at  Black-Walnut  Bottom,  about  forty-four  miles  above  Wilkesbarre. 
Thus  disappointed  they  inarched  back  into  the  woods,  and  we  lay 
down  for  the  night.  The  next  day,  towards  evening,  they  went  i^gani 
to  the  rWer  and  crossed  It  It  was  so  dark  that  at  the  dtslanoe  of 
thirty  or  fwty  yards  we  might  pass  unseen.  They  passed  tfarongh  * 
thick  wood  to  the  house  of  one  Kilbom,  father  to  two  of  the  party. 
There  we  lodged.  The  next  morning  they  pushed  back  into  the 
woods,  about  four  miles  from  liie  river.  Thia  was  the  third  and  last 
staiiun.  This  changing  from  place  to  place,  was  to  prevent  thtir 
being  discovered  by  the  militia,  who  came  from  beiow,  at  different 
time^?  to  find  them. 

Oa  the  15th  of  July,  Gideon  Dudley  (who  now  appeared  to  have 
the  command)  with  two  others  came  out  to  our  station.  It  was  late 
in  the  afternoon.  After  lounging  about  for  some  time,  as  if  they  did 
not  know  what  to  do  with  themseWes,  they  approached  me ;  and 
Dudley  asked— ^*DonU  you  wish  to  be  set  at  liberty  7"—^  To  he 
sure  I  do  "»was  my  answer.  After  a  little  pause,  Dudley  accosted 
me — '*  What  will  you  do  for  us  if  we  will  set  you  at  liberty  ?— «•  What 
do  you  wish  me  to  do  for  you  ?"  was  my  reply.  "  Will  you  inter* 
cede  for  Col.  Franklin's  pardon  ?"  (7)  "No,  I  will  not."  This  answer 
was  evidently  unexpected ;  they  were  confounded  ;  and  retiring,  ihoy 
for  some  time  laid  their  heads  together.  Then  again  coming  near,  one 
<rf  them  asked — Will  you  intercede  for  our  pardon  1 — After  a  mo- 
mentary pause,  I  aswercd—"  While  I  have  been  in  your  hands,  yoa 
*haire  told  me  of  your  *  Great  Men,'  and  that  you  have  been  acting  in 
obedience  to  their  orders.  By  them  you  have  been  misled  and  de- 
ceived. Give  me  their  names,  and  I  have  no  doubt  of  obtaining  your 
pardon." — ^This  they  could  not  do,  they  said,  without  going  down  to 
their  Head  Quarters,  and  consulting  the  main  body ;  and  turned  oa 

[ *  "lie  was  badly  wounded,  but  recovered.  Gideon  Dudley  recetvad flwn  At  wMU^m 
btUthRnghhbhMKl.*']  ' 

Mote  7.  "  Will  yoa  inteioeda  lor  CoL  Franklin*!  pnrdon  1**  Neither  retaliation,  t9rm»g^ 
DOT  malicious  miachicf,  actoaled  them.  Only  "intercede  for  Franklin,"  was  the  penrioci 
purpoae.  But  for  their  own  panlon  he  would  Bolicit,  if  they  would  dUcliHn^- tli^  narru?  oi 
their  "great  men,"  Ihiir  leaders  a mJ  advisers.  This  they  with  true  honour  refu&cJ  lo  *Jo. 
While  these  inciJctil^  were  transpiring  in  the  sequestered  glen,  where  the  dlitingui&bai 
firlwmer  was  held  in  durance,  all  the  leat  part  of  Um  oounti;  waa  in  a  Male  of  csItmm 
agitatioa. 
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their  heels  to  depart — "  Stop,"  said  I,  **  and  knock  off  this  chain." 
They  instantly  took  off  the  chatn»  that  1  had  carried  about  for  ten 
days. 

''I  lay  down  with  my  guard  that  night,  not  doubting  of  my 
speedy  release.  As  soon  as  it  was  light,  I  rose,  put  the  fire-brands 

together  (in  the  woods,  a  fire  is  generally  kept  up  at  night  even  in 
the  warmest  weather;)  mixed  up  some  of  their  miserable  coarse  Indian 
meal  for  cakes,  spread  the  dough  on  pieces  of  hemlock  bark  (the  usual 
trenchers)  and  set  tlu  m  to  the  fin .  As  soon  as  it  was  light  eiiuugh  to 
see  our  green  tea^  1  went  to  gather  it.  This  was  the  winter  green, 
bearing  red  berries,  which  went  by  the  name  of  partridge  berries. 
Infused  in  boiling  water,  the  winter  green  makes  a  tolerable  warm 
beverage.* 

By  this  time  my  guard  were  awake,  the  tea  was  boiled  and  the 
cakes  were  baked*  I  told  them  that  expecting  to  be  released,  I  had 
risen  and  got  the  breakfast  ready,  in  order  to  gain  time;  for  if  re> 

leased,  I  had  a  particular  desire  to  reach  home  the  next  day.f  T  then 
proposed  that  we  should  go  to  their  head -quarters,  without  delay; 
where,  if  released,  it  would  be  well ;  if  not,  I  would  come  back  with 
them  again  into  the  woods.  Tin  y  readily  assented — took  up  their 
kettle  and  frying-pan — (our  kitchen  furniture)  and  down  we  marched. 
When  arri?^  near  to  their  head-quarters,  they  halted.  One  went  to 
announce  our  arrival.  Two  or  three  came  out,  Gideon  Dudley  at 
their  head— when  he  put  to  me  the  original  question,  Will  you  in* 
tercede  for  Col.  Franklin's  pardon  V  *'  I  will  answer  no  question  tilt 
I  am  set  at  liberty,**  was  my  return.  They  conducted  me  into  Kil- 
horn's  house. 

«*  It  was  now  the  16th  of  July.   Nineteen  days  had  passed  away, 

while  1  liad  been  their  prisoner.  Having  no  razor,  nor  a  second  shirt, 
I  had  neither  shaved  nor  changed  my  linen  during  tlmt  whole  time. — 
They  had  told  me,  if  I  desired  clothing  or  any  thing  else  from  home, 
and  1  would  write  for  them,  they  should  be  brought  to  me.  (8)  I 

*'Tbey  once  asked  mc  if  I  should  liko  a  dish  of  coffee.  '  A  dish  of  cofiee  by  all  ineana,' 
I  HMMnd.  Thejf  UMitto  wofk.  Boiliiv  wttev  in  Uamt  ifoo  pot,  to  mke  it  ck«n,  Uma 
wnpljiiig  %  they  let  H  oter  to  hett.  Thej  next  etiewed  into  it  mM  Indivi  raeal ;  end 
when  it  wm  roasu  I  i  !i  v  (K»ured  in  water;  eiid  ae  won  wm  iiifw  boiled,  the  eoflee  wei  madi. 

If  wn>»  an  agrpoable  cliaD^e  for  our  green  {(•a.''] 
[  t  "  it  would  be  the  17tli  of  July— lu)'  birth  daj."J 

Note  8.  "  Clolhiny  or  any  thing  else"  that  you  want,  CoL  Pickering,  shall  be  brought 
you  from  home.  This  d«M'«  rr^t  look  like  wanlon  oj>]>ros«ii)n.  "  Only  intercede  for  out 
bclovc<l  Franklin."  Ni^ic  IttUowft—thcy  K&rocly  tleaerved  from  hiia  the  harsh  epithet  of  a 
**  gang  ol  ruihana,'* 
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accordini^^l  y  wrote  to  your  mother  for  clothing — and  for  a  book.  She 
sent  them  up  as  directed,  and  they  arrived  at  Zebulon  Marcy's  at 
Tunkhaanock  :  and  there  I  found  them,  after  I  was  released.  Tim 
shirt  I  wore  from  home,  I  repeatedly  took  off,  and  washed  as 
«B  I  coaldy  in  cold  water  and  without  soap. 

**  Ai  MOD  ai  I  entered  Kilborn's  house,  they  brought  me  m  raxor 
and  soap  to  shave^  and  a  clean  shirt,  and  pair  of  stockings ;  and  told 
me  I  was  at  liberty.  They  roasted  some  chickens^  and  gave  me  as 
good  a  dinner  as  the  poor  wretches  could  furnish.  (0) 

^  While  dinner  was  preparing,  they  renewed  their  request,  thai  I 
would  intercede  for  Franklin's  pardon.  This  I  again  peremptt^ 
rily  refused  to  do.  Then  they  made  the  same  request  for  themselves: 
and  I  again  told  them  that  I  could  venture  to  assure  them  of  paruons, 
if  they  would  give  me  the  names  of  their  **  Great  Men  "  who  h^rl  insti- 
gated them  to  commit  the  outrage  I  had  endured  at  their  hands. 
They  consulted  together  for  some  time ;  and  finally  told  me  they  coakl 
not  give  up  their  names.  **  This  (I  said  to  them)  is  a  very  onwise 
determination.  Here  are  two-and-twenty  of  you  (i  had  eonnted 
them)  who  may  all  obtain  pardon,  if  you  will  give  me  the  names  of 
your  employers ;  and  among  so  many,  some  one  at  least,  to  save  him- 
self, will  turn  staters  evidence ;  you  had  better  therefore  give  me  the 
names  of  the  men  who  have  engaged  you  ia  this  wicked  business.** 
Whoever  does  it,  said  Gideon  Dudley,  ought  to  go  to  hell,  and  be 
damned  everlastingly."  (10) 

"They  tlien  made  a  last  request,  that  I  would  write  a  petition  lor 
them  to  the  Executive  Council  praying  for  pardons,  and  carrying  it 
with  me  to  Wilkesbarre,  take  an  opportunity  to  send  it  to  Philadel- 
phia.  With  this,  undeserving  as  they  were,  I  complied. 

"  It  was  now  late  in  the  afternoon ;  and  unless  I  went  to  Tnokhan- 
nock  (distant  twelve  miles)  that  night,  I  could  not  reach  home  the 
next  day.  They  had  a  good  boat  in  which  they  carried  me  dowiv  It 
was  dark  when  they  landed.  I  had  only  set  my  foot  on  shore,  wheo 
the  two  Earls  came  to  me,  aside,  and  olfered  to  becuiiic  evidences  for 
the  state  ii  [ion  assu  ranee  of  pardon.  This  1  ventured  to  give  them : 
but  the  rogueti,  when  brought  before  the  court,  divulged  none  of  the 

Note  9.  Tha  poor  wretches,"— not  to  huih.  Tho  Mfoij  odoor  of  Cbo  **  lotKod  diel- 
•Im,*'  in  •Qma  nMamiw  ■oAoned  \m  ire. 

Note  10.    The  exprrssion  of  Dudley  is  rough  enouf^ ;  but  the  ragged  ootit  euinol  «oa« 
oetl  (torn  view  the  doMo  Mntiineat  of  inlegritj,  fidelity  oaU  honour,  that  See  beneath  it. 
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iiaiikes  of  their  "  Great  men  and  reluctaotly  furbished  any  e?ideiiois 
against  their  companions.  (11) 

Walking  from  the  laoding  place  about  a  mile,  across  the  Tunk- 
haDDOck  bottom  land,  we  arrived  at  the  bouse  of  Zebuloti  Marcy,  to 
get  sapper  and  lodging.  There  I  foood  tbe  bundle  of  clothing 
which  your  mother  had  sent  up  for  me;  «nd  there*  alee*  I  found  an 
hihabitant  of  Pittstown^  going  down  the  river  aa  Air  aa  Lacfaawan- 
nock  Credt.  And  Tuttle»  one  of  the  *  Boys/  said  h*e  would  go  down 
with  oa,  and  take  hia  chance^  The  nest  morning,  we  three  set  off  m 
a  canoe.  Landing  the  man  destined  for  Lachawannock,  the  otlfer 
went  on  w  ith  mc  to  Wilkcsbarre.  On  the  way,  he  told  me  that  he 
had  joined  the  *  boys'  but  two  or  three  days  before,  in  order  to  dis- 
cover where  I  wa.'^,  and  <zct  me  rescued  oat  of  their  htinds.  (12) 

"Stepping  ashore  at  Wilkesbarre,  1  walked  directly  to  our  house. 
You  were  standing  at  the  front  door.  As  I  drew  near,  you  looked 
a  moment — appeared  frightened — and  retired.  Before  I  reached  the 
ddor,  your  mother  came  with  Bdward  in  her  anna.  Conateraatloa 
marked  her  countenance— as  If  I  had  been  an  apparition.  My  return 
ao  soon  was  wholly  unexpected ;  and  ahe  looked  at  me  aa  if  to  satisfy 
herself  of  the  reality. 

"Without  waiting  the  result  of  their  pctilion  to  the  Executive 
Council,  most  of  the  actual  perpetrators  of  the  outrage  upon  mo,  tied 

Nfll0  IL  Though  a  bmii  of  unusual  intelhgenc^  aa  weH  ai  fbrtitoda^  Col.  P.,  it  ia 
ovideati  did  nol  perfbetlj  compfelwiMi  the  Yanlno  taotiea.  Tho  Earia  wan  not  t»Uon— 
tbeio  waa  not  a  drop  of  traitor  blood  in  tbdr  veina*  DoQbUMStbasiOMQraiPai  udoptBd  mth 
tlie  assent  of  their  companion!.  Having  two  witnesses  secafod,  of  ooUfso  Rtlb  paini  mndd 
ba  ialMQ  to  Marcli  Ibr,  or  aiHmBm  odiMii^  ami  wilh  thMi  11^ 

XVola  19.  Nor  was  Tuttle  a  noaant  to  his  faith.   "  Deceire  your  enemy/'  b  a  BMiTim  of 

war.  ft  was  inijjorlant  to  their  safety  that  Pickering  sfjouIJ  be  conciliated  ond  watched. 
The  Earls  anil  Tuttle,  siircwd  m  -n,  v  ere  bt-st  able  to  throw  him  olf  his  guard  ;  draw  out 
his  opinions,  and  fathom  his  purpo^^.  There  was  not  one  of  that  "gang  of  rutfians," 
me  firmly  believe,  who  would  not  aooner  have  sacrificed  his  life,  than  betrayed  hit  feUona; 
An  anocdbto  of  Bat^amin  Earf  ia  too  good  to  ba  lost,  and  yit  oo  nearly  appwaeboatfaa 
indalicftto,  that  pardon  mvM  b«  aolidted  for  ita  iteitaL  A  writ  iainad  kt  hk  appffebeodon 
growing  out  of  the  Yankee  disturbancMi  was  put  into  tbe  hands  of  our  old  friend  Westover^ 
(who  «tood  by  Cooper  in  the  Imlian  battle  d  now  a  constahl*',  to  frrvr.  Mr.  Earl  n  vr-ry 
small  tnan,  thoii<Th  he  had  a  lari^e  "pirit,  had  just  married  a  buxom  girl  of  four  times  hia 
size.  In  tbe  dead  of  night  Westover  and  his  assistants  demanded  admittance.  Freshing  her 
httle  spouse  deep  in  the  featliets,  for  the  object  of  the  visit  was  known,  and  placing  he|i> 
•elf  on  bor  back  over  bio,  oo  that  thofe  appeared  but  ono  penon  in  bed,  aba  anoweicd, 
*  Gome  ill,  vrbo  h  there  1*  '*  WaHovor  !•*  "  Come,  Earl,  yon  an  my  prisoner,"  and  cn- 
tand  tfao  mooi  with  a  Kghi.  "  For  shame,  Mr.  Westover,"  rraidl  Mn  Earl.  "  I  hero  a  lone 
womnn  to  be  so  encroached  upon."  "  But  where  is  Ben  "  Vou  know  he  was  expecting 
the  writ,  and  nt^du't  think  lie  was  such  a  fool  at  to  be  at  boine-*-ha  has  mote  wit  than  tliati 
1  iiope."  Satisfied  the  lady  was  alone,  Westover  retired. 
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to  ttw  nortliwiidt  lo  ctoape  into  the  itate  of  New  Trnt.  Oq  ikmt 

way,  as  they  resched  Wysock's  Creek,  they  encouQtered  a  party  of 
militia,  under  the  command  of  Capt.  Ros€welI  Fianklin,and  exchani^od 
some  shots.  Joseph  Dudley  was  very  badly  wounded.  The  other? 
escaped.  Dudley  was  put  into  a  canoe,  and  brought  down  to  ^\  ilkos- 
barre,  a  distance  of  perhaps  sixty  or  seventy  mile<.  The  doctor 
who  was  sent  lor,  had  no  medicine.  I  had  a  small  box  of  medicines 
which  had  been  'put  up  under  tke  care  of  my  friend  Dr.  Rush.  Of 
these,  upon  application  of  the  phytictaDi  I  fiiriiished  all  he  desired 
But  Dudley  gorvived  ooly  two  or  three  days*  On  his  death,  hii 
friends  sent  to  your  mother^  to  beg  a  winding  iheefc— which  ahe  gm 
them. 

*^  In  the  aatumn^  a  oowrt  of  Oyer  «Dd  TeriDioer  was  held  at 
.Wilkesbarre»  by  M'Kean,  Chief  Juatiee,  and  J  edge  Rush.  A  amiher 

of  the  villains  had  been  arrested — were  tried  and  convicted — fined  and 
imprisoned  in  ddlerent  sums,  and  lor  dilicrent  lengths  of  time,  ac- 
cordincf  to  the  aggravation  of  their  oircncc.  The  poor  creatures  had 
DO  money  to  pay  their  fines,  and  tlie  new  jail  at  Wilkesbarre  was  so 
insufficient,  that  all  of  thetn  made  their  escape  excepting  Stephen 
Jenkins,  brother  to  Major  John  Jenkins.  Stephen  was  not  in  arms 
with  the  party ;  but  was  conoemed  in  the  plot  He  might  have 
escaped  from  the  jail  with  the  others,  but  chose  to  stay;  aad  hi 
consequence  received  a  pardon,  after  about  two  months  confineOHBt. 

John  Franklin*  so  often  nmttonedt  having  been  indicted  on  the 
charge  of  treason,  for  which  he  had  been  arrested,  remained  a  good 
while  in  jaiL  At  length  he  was  liberated  on  giving  bond  with  a  large 
penalty;  and  finally  all  opposition  to  the  government  in  Lanne 
county,  ceasing,  he  was  fully  discharged.  The  people  of  the  county 
afterwards  chose  him  to  represent  them  in  the  State  legislature,  where, 
in  the  House  of  Representatives  iie  sat,  1  believe  for  several  years. 
During  this  period,  chance,  once  or  twice,  threw  him  in  my  wa^'. 
He  was  very  civil,  and  I  returned  his  civilities." 

Immediately  on  the  abduction  of  Col.  Pickering  being  known, 
vigorous  measures  were  adopted  for  his  rescue.  Four  companiea  of 
militia  were  ordered  out.  That  of  WilkesbarrOt  under  the  rom 
mand  of  Capt.  William  Ross.  A  troop  of  horse,  commanded  by 
Capt  John  Paul  Schott.  The  Hanover  boys,  Capt  Rosewell  Frank* 
Im,  and  a  company  from  Kingston,  mider  Msj.  Lawrence  Myers, 
the  whole  military  moving  by  direction  of  the  civil  aatfaority,  as  pert 
of  the  posse  comitatus,  duected  by  Lord  Butler,  Esq.,  the  high  aherifr 
of  the  comity.  Whatachangsl  ^  Circamstances  alter  cases.''  Capt 
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Ross  and  Sheriff  Butler,  as  violators  of  the  law  at  Laurel  Hill,  sent 
in  irons  to  Easton,  were  now  the  effectual  viiuiicators  of  the  vio- 
lated laws.    At  0*i!terhout'«,  n  few  miles  above  Keeler's  ferry,  they 
made  a  halt  to  take  refreshments  ;  when  a  guard  of  two  or  three  men, 
placed  by  the  river  side,  observed  a  boat  with  three  persons  on 
board*  to  push  out  auddeniy  as  in  baste  from  beneath  a  bunch  of 
willows.  Rofosiog  to  answer*  a  shot  was  fired*  and  they  changod 
their  ooorse.  Another  bullet  struck  near*  when  two  men  threw 
themaeWes  into  the  river,  and  swam  to  the  opposite  shore,  while  a 
boy  hove  the  canoe  akmut  and  surrendered.  **  Who  are  you,  and 
who  were  those  in  the  canoe  t"  inquired  Sheriff  Butler,  who  had'cone 
down  to  the  spot.    "  None  of  your — business,"  said  the  hoy,  with 
great  apparent  indignation.   "  Tell  us  who  you  are,  and  where  you 
are  gomg  1"    "I  won't — you  are  all  a  pack  of  rascah  not  to  let 
honest  noen  go  to  mill  in  their  own  boat,  but  they  must  be  shot  at  as 
if  they  were  wolves."  Finding  they  could  get  no  information  from  the 
fellow,  amused  with  the  spirit  displayed,  and  respecting  bis  faithful- 
ness to  his  friends,  Mr.  Butler  took  him  to  the  house,  gave  him  a 
good  dinner,  and  then  told  him  to  go  tell  ^  the  boys,**  the  whole 
country  was  in  arms  against  them,  and  they  hacf  better  give  up  Col. 
Pickering.  The  story  of  young  Hillman,  for  that  was  his  name,  may 
as  well  be  concluded  here.   He  was  arraigned  with  others,  and  it 
was  in  proof  that  iic  was  for  some  lime  one  of  Pickering's  guard. 
When  Chief  Justice  M'Kean  was  about  to  pass  sentence,  Col.  P. 
with  great  magnanimity  rose  and  said:  "The  boy  had  evidently 
been  misled  by  older  persons.    That  though  in  error,  the  spirit  and 
faithfulness  exhibited,  in  what  he  probably  thought  was  right,  showed 
that  he  was  no  ordinary  character.    He  might  yet  under  better 
advisement  become  a  useful  member  of  the  community,  and  it  was 
his  desire  that  the  lad  should  receive  as  mild  a  punishment  as  the 
law  would  admit.**  Of  course  Hillman  was  permitted  to  escape  under 
a  very  mitigated  sentence.  We  have  sought  to  learn  his  subsequent 
fate,  but  he  is  lost  to  us. 

The  company  of  Capt.  Ross,  in  ascending  the  east  bank  of  the 
Susquehanna,  cnct)untered  near  Mesiioppen,  a  party  of  the  wild  Yan- 
kees, under  the  lead  of  Gideon  Dudley.  An  action  ensued,  in  which 
Capt.  Ross  received  a  severe  wound  in  tlie  body,  the  ball  parsing 
through  him,  lodged  in  the  skin  of  the  opposite  side,  from  which  it  was 
•ome  time  after  extracted.  He  was  removed  with  all  possible  care  to 
Wilkesbarre,  where  he  sbwly  recovered.  A  ball  struck  Dudley  in 
the  wrist,  when  his  party  retreated. 
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Finding,  from  the  inflexible  fortitude  of  their  prisoner,  tliat 
couid  not  be  induced  to  write  to  obtain  the  release  of  Franklin, 
that  being  their  sole  object,  and  cherishing  no  feelings  of  malice  or 
revenge  against  hini»  Col.  Pickering  was  liberated  as  detailed  m  his 
narratiTe. 

Joseph  Diidleyt  of  whom  he  speaks*  was  subsequently  woanded  to 
an  encoanter  with  Rosewell  Franklni's  men  near  Wysox*  Fkxxn  the 
first  it  was  supposed  the  wound  most  prove  mortal,  as  the  gall  iasned 

ill'  i  f^from ;  but  in  hope  of  relief,  he  was  placed  in  a  canoe,  and  brought 
to  \Vilkesbarre,  where  he  in  a  few  days  died.  A  fine  formed,  gene- 
rous natured,  brave  young  man  of  twenty-four,  his  death  was  re- 
gretted by  friend  and  foe. 

Col.  Pickering  being  at  liberty,  immediate  measures  were  laken  to 
▼indicate  the  authority  of  the  laws*  by  the  arrest,  trial  and  piuiisb- 
ment  of  the  rioters. 

Cd.  Franklin  was  still  detained  a  prisoner  in  the  Fhiiadeipliia 
jail*  After  remaining  in  prison  six  months^  beudg  closely  confined  in 
a  rear  apartment,  and  excluded  from  society,  maintaining  himael(  Ibr 
he  was  not  apprised  that  any  provision  had  been  made  by  Grown- 
ment  for  his  subsistence,  although  he  might  have  claimed  the  usual 
jail  allowance ;  suffering  hoin  a  protracted  fever,  as  well  as  by  con- 
fioement  so  uticono:enial  to  health,  niui  so  irksome  to  an  active  mind, 
the  iron  will  and  the  iron  frame  of  this  *'  hero  of  Wyoming"  began 
to  give  way,  and  in  April  he  petitioned  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme 
Court  that  he  might  be  liberated  on  finding  bail  that  should  be  deem* 
ed  sufficient  Assurances  were  given  him  that  if  he  would  obtaia 
aecuritiee  in  the  sum  of  two  thousand  pounds,  he  should  have  his 
liberty*  Josiah  Rogers,  Jonah  Rogers,  Christopher  Hurlbut,  John 
Hnrlbut,  Nathan  Carey,  John  Jenkins,  Hezekiah  Roberts,  Benjamin 
Harvey,  Daniel  Gore,  8amuel  Ay  res,  and  Jonathan  Corey,  weia 
named  by  Col.  Franklin,  any  or  all  of  whom  would  become  pledged 
for  his  good  behaviour,  and  appearance  at  the  time  of  trial.  But  de- 
lays were  interposed.  Perhaps  the  spirit  that  prevailed  in  respect 
to  himself  and  his  adherents,  may  he^t  be  exemplilied  by  nn  inter- 
view held  between  him,  and  a  member  of  the  Supreme  Executive 
Council,  who  visited  him  in  prison.  Col.  F.  in  June,  had  been  allow* 
ed  the  indulgence  of  coming  to  the  front  of  the  jail,  and  receiving 
aueh  company  as  the  keeper  deemed  it  prudent  to  admit.  Oo  the 
8th  of  that  month,  a  member  of  Council  called.  Col.  Franklin  urged 
the  injustice  and  cruelty  of  longer  confinement,  and  earnestly  de- 
sired that  he  might  be  admitted  to  bail.  The  Hon.  Counsdbr  replied, 
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*  Ihst  the  bail  offered  was  insnfiicieiit   That  no  ten  of  the  Wyoming 

settlers  were  worth  two  hundred  pounds,  iiiuch  kss  two  thousand— 
that  the  whole  of  them  were  a  pack  of  thieves  from  Couaeclicut, 
w  ho  tiad  robbed  others  of  their  proper ty»  and  bow  presumed  to  call 
it  their  own." 

Strong  must  be  the  frame  and  stout  the  spirit,  that  more  than  a 
yearns  ckiie  eonfineaMnt  woald  not  rabdae*  A«outtomfid  to  the  mornr 
iag  braecB  upon  the  mountain;  to  strike  down  the  noble  buck  witk  has 
triHPtjr  rifle,  or  emet  in  ftH  ipru^  theflyii^doe:  drinking  from  pnie 
•priogi  at  their  fcnntains^  joining  in  the  labonn  and  the  carab  of  the 
joyooB  hnnrestp  the  Ioh  of  theoe  ezhiierating  pleasnm  must  have  ven^ 
dared  his  prison  walls  dreary  as  desolation  itself.  As  the  letter  of 
OoL  Franklin,  declaring  "/ ^  return  to  PFyo- 
ming,  and  to  tise  my  injluence  in  quelling  the  d'L^LurbanceSy^  4*0.,  was 
regarded  as  an  honorable  surrender  and  pledge,  we  publish  it  entire, 
except  the  ooussion  of  a  lew  lu^  contained  in  a  preceding  page. 

FtoKMr,  PkUaddfhM^  Sept.  17, 1T88. 

Yon  will  please  to  pardon  me,  wbiie  I  address  yon  upon  a  snbjed 
that  most  nearly  ooneems  me^the  subject  to  which  I  relale  in 
my  petition,  lately  presented  to  yonr  Honoorable  House,  and  whieh 

is  referred  to  you,  to  inquire  into,  and  report  thereon. 

The  notice  taken  of  me  in  this  my  unhappy  silu  uion,  and  the  op- 
portunity I  had  yesterday  with  Doctor  Logan,  who  was  pleased  to 
honour  me  with  a  visit  on  the  sulvject  of  my  petition,  demand  my 
grateful  acknowledgments.  But,  as  some  matters  have  since  occurred 
more  fully  to  my  memory,  you  will  permit  me  to  lay  before  you  a 
ntate  of  facts,  which  I  would  wish  to  do  only  for  information. 

The  Honourable  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  on  the  ItNh  of 

April,  agreed  to  admit  me  to  bail,  upon  my  entering  Into  a  reoogni* 

sanoe  with  two  good  securities,  in  a  snm  therein  required,  as  stated 

more  fully  in  my  petition.  I  obtained  a  certificate  accordingly  from 

the  Clerk  of  the  said  Court,  after  which  I  addressed  his  Honour  the 

Chief  Justice  in  a  letter,  stating  the  difTiculty  which  wouhl  j)robably 

take  place  in  procuring  any  two  pers  ^is  at  Luzerne  to  be  my  bail, 

who  woiiM  be  adjiidijed  equal  to  the  sum  reijuired,  and  re<  pies  ted 

that  four  or  more  persons  might  be  taken  as  security,  and  that  some 

such  person,  within  the  said  County,  as  his  honour  thought  proper, 

Bright  be  directed  to  take  the  recognizance  $»he  was  pleiised  to 

grant  my  request:  however,  not  any  thing  was  done  to  elihet  until 

the  9th  of  May,  when  a  friend  of  mine  was  permitted  to  see  me,  he 
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M«  attMn|)tiiM  wiUi  an  HoMmrebk  Uudmf  of  Cvmrt,  If 

whom  I  "was  iDformed  that  ihe  Chief  Justice  had  agreed  to  direct  thi 
Prolhonotary  of  Luzerue  to  take  four  persons  us  security  for  my  ap- 
pearance at  court,  <kc."  ♦  *  #  Hfywevor*  belore  the  busuie»« 
was  complete,  the  Chief  Justice  had  set  off  on  the  western  circaiV 
My  friend  went  on  as  far  as  Chestert  and  returned  on  the  lOlh,  Mfbea 
I  WW  wlbrined  that  be  bid  a  Iftller  firom.  Ike  Quef  i««UOQb  to  md 
hgwud  to  the  ProOMMtvj  al  hamm,  to  taka  Ihe  mwitj  ai  tkH 
plaoe»  aod  tint  wlieoaver  tha  wrugninnfiii  «aa  tmtf  thttt  Jwliai 
Biyaa  woald  take  mjr  aura  leoognttuiaB*  Tkit  letiBr»feogatiiwMb 
a  letlar  wkidi  I  vat  porinitted  te  wita  to  my  fneadt  at 
that  fubject,  was  knawdiatelj  feat  forward.  Hay*  81,  I  had  » 
ibrmation  that  security  was  tnken,  and  the  recognizance  came  u 
hand  by  a  young  man  sent  for  that  purpose.  I  expected  to  be  libe- 
rated the  ^me  day;  but  heard  nothing  funher  until  the  Uhc^ Juoet 
when  the  young  man  was  permitted  to  see  me,  he  he'infi  in  connpanv 
wilb  a  Member  of  Couacil.  I  was  than  informed  that  nolhiog  could 
be  done  until  the  Chief  Justice  returoed,  who  aoGordi|i|[|j^  lafeanied 
aooQ  aAer. 

■ 

Apiiiicalioo  was  mde  to  him  by  my  lirieads  m  my  behaK  lo  el^ 
taia  my  dischar^  on  the  bai]«  I  did  all  io  my  poarer  to  ofacaift  afy 
diicfaai^ge  from  pnmmt  or  to  know  what  pwieated  ve  ftoan  hm^ 

berated.   I  was  kdormed  that  the  Chief  Jastioe  ga^  fiir  answer,  that 

he  had  nothing  lo  do  with  it,  that  it  lay  entirely  in  the  breast  of 
Council.  Application  was  made  to  that  Board,  in  my  behalf.  It  rested 
until  about  the  8th  of  June,  when  an  Honourable  Member  of  Cououi 
came  to  see  me."     »##♦♦••  • 

"  After  bearing  ilm  remarks  of  tbe  visiting  membert  the  yoai^  aaa 
who  was  present  at  that  time,  retarned  to  Wyoming,  after  wailiag 
oloe  days  in  this  city  at  my  expeose.  I  was  stiU  kept  in  close  coaSae* 
mailt,  deprived  of  the  advantages  of  sociel  society  as  I  befbve  had 
beoBt  aad  ceuld  not  be  lafiroiid  of  aqy  reason  why  I  waa  aol  lika» 
xatedt  except  as  beibrB  represenled«  aeitber  did  I  ever,  by  ea^^  a»^ 
thority,  know  what  other  reasons  were  assigned,  ontil  Doctor 
Logan  informed  me,  yesterday,  that  the  security  was  deemed  ui- 
sufficient — that  some  of  those  who  were  taken  as  security,  had, 
at  the  same  time,  used  threatening  languajjo,  Arc,  which  prohribly 
prevented  me  from  being  liberated.  I  have  not  iieard  tlie  names  ot  aH 
thorn  who  aie  my  lacurity,  but  have  been  informed,  that  aomo  e£ 
those  Bonunated  were  absent,  and  others  accepted  by  the  Prothooo* 
eury  in  Uea  thereolt— ten  penooa  beiqg  reqnised  to  eiHur  baiL  U 
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any  person  who  has  been  accepted  as  security  for  mo,  has  been  so  im- 
prudent as  to  use  threatening  language  on  that  subject,  I  ho[)c  that 
their  misconduct  will  not  prejudice  those  equitable  rights  to  which  1 
may  be  yidg^d  entitM  to.  1  wish,  if  the  Honoareble  Commissioiiem 
tlmk  proper,  tk«t  the  matter  amy  be  fairly  investigalo^  frlMbir  tbe 
ptnottt  who  entend  bail  fat  m  ate  tfao  Mtemiiai  ponmw  wbo  nadv 
MB  of  thrmteBbig  knguage,  (I  do  ooC  (Moad  to  know  lo  tlM  ttm* 
trafey,)  hot  I  hove  OModtt*  who  would,  perhaps,  wiili  to  injoro  im^ 
■nd  bo  fettd  to  bofo  bib  woot*  oot  tho  loiC  tonoios  of  life  in  pnooo^ 
1  therefore  only  wish  tliat  such  inquiries  may  be  made,  as  to  prerent 
any  undue  measures  operating  to  my  hurt,  that  equal  justice  in  that 
as  well  as  in  every  other  case,  may  be  done  me  :  I  must  confess,  that 
1  earnestly  expected  to  be  liberated  on  bail,  conformably  to  the 
encouragement  given  me,  and  really  thought  that  I  bad  right  so  to 
OKpeot*  and  I  most  solemnly  declare,  that^  m  case  I  had  been 
lUnrated,  I  was  ftiUy  dstonmned  to  retorn  to  Wyoming  and  to 
mo  my  inflnence  in  quriling  tbo  distarbaneefl  at  that  place,  if  any 
tiMo  tfaoniil  be^  and  to  prepare  myself  to  tdte  mj  trial  when  caHod, 
theoalbr  belbro  a  jury  of  my  eotmtry,  as  the  oonttitvtion  dtreeti  ? 
but  as  I  was  not  liberated,  I  made  my  appeal  to  the  legislatire  body, 
the  ^ardians  of  (he  people,  from  whose  justice  and  humanity.  I  am 
induced  to  believe,  I  sfiall  in  some  way  obtain  relief.  As  to  the  cir- 
comstances  of  my  conlinemeat,  that  is  fully  set  forth  in  my  petition* 

^  A  kttir  tQ  tliB  anflior  ftonn  Jowpb  Jummii,  ui  intiiMla  fMud  «f  FrioUiii,  writtula 
1831,  givM  thit  aeemmt  of  bis  i»pri«MiiBeiit,  daiiv«d  ftom  himwUl 

'*  When  wir  widi  th«  lodiuM  eaited,  he  fiNind  a  mon  famHAMB  fi)8  in  Pknnfylvinis, 
•BifttelMM  «niel  one  m  it»pecte<!  himself,  bj  their  inhumtnlj  IiaplkoBfaif  him  better 

thnn  srvonfwn  rn'^nths  in  thr-  Citv  of  Philadelphia,  with  only  twenty-seren  poQndc  of  iron 
upcn  hi  ti  The  St,itc  gave  a  reward  of  eix  hundred  dottara  for  hii»  apprabeoaion,  for  he  had 
previousij  twice  refused  to  be  bought  by  the  laiid  johbera,  and  thej  were  detemun^d  to  puni:>b 
lam  tat  alighting  their  gcneroaity.  The  lait  time  the  oifer  of  a  bfibe  waa  made,  be  cautioned 
Ibm  Mwrto  propoae  the  tlniif  lobimaftitt.  The  propoMb  ««w  to  psy  Urn  r  ton  of 
■MMy  odUMa  t»  «aki  Ml  teilf  iKlopiaikit  if  wo^ 
returo.^ 

[As  our  Timita  do  not  admit  of  the  publication  of  ihU  lcttr*r  entire;  as  it  was  recovered  too 
late  to  hf  interwoven  in  the  text,  and  as  every  tliintr  rflntirsfj  to  CoL  F.  ia  of  intcrut,  I  tran- 
acribc  liera  a  paragraph  eli««wing  hu  oariy  labours  and  suileriaga. 

«  Ea  t<M  Mi  oMuy  yc-^*  ago  t^  b«  m  tho  fini  vfate  man  tinft  ««w  tmU  t  aaMltMat 
in  Hontliigton.  Ho  eponi  one  whole  aoiMner  there  ontinlj  olone  not «  eeolto  apaak  tow 
Be  carried  Ui  provirione  on  Jlia  back  from  Plymouth,  and  when  thej  weie  expended  ho 
would  go  up  and  fetch  down  another  back  load,  through  a  patbleaa  wildemeaa .  He  som»- 
time*  traveled  this  in  tho  nifjht,  not  leavinj  hrsi  work  until  about  -sun-down,  the  distance  ha 
had  to  go  bein«»  almul  eighteen  ojil'  s.  At  one  tiuic  he  woa  uuder  the  nea  ^isity  (if  jjmnij  up  ' 
in  the  night,  and  entirely  barefooted,  among  suakea,  rocks  and  stooe« — not  the  appearance 
efttUmttondbntohbtel.*  Thk  nw  shoot  the  ymnSi.] 
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I  have  lately  been  very  sick  \vi(.h  a  fever,  but  am  now  recovered  (lom 
tiie  disorder,  though  my  sickness,  together  with  a  long  confinement, 
hat  redufied  iiie  to  a  feeble  state,  which  is  hard  to  be  recovered  lo  i 
place  of  confineuwDt  I  was  destitute  of  mooey  at  the  time  of  ray 
MunitneDt,  but  agiead-with  a  finend  to  support  tne  with  pro'waiaw^ 
•ad  nefor  koaw  that  any  promion  was  made  Ibr  m  bf  Ganamm^ 
viitii  I  wai  libaratod  to  tiie  Ihrnt  of  tbe  gaol,  tiM  94ib  of  Jidb^  aiw 
wliieh  I  leam  that  the  penon  who  mpportid  m  hat  had  hm  Wl 
allomd  by  Coiiiioil»  fiur  1117  weakly  anbaialanaaf  thoogh  paai  Im  4i> 
preeialed  cmmaBjf  which  I  ahall  be  nadar  obllgatioa  to  wake  good, 
unless  the  sum  he  haa  received  is  made  equal  lo  mf  weekly  sobsist- 
encc,  which  I  am  not  able  to  determine;  my  retired  situation  iiai 
prevented  me  from  doing  any  ihiag  for  myself  to  any  advaatage 
which  I  mjglit  otherwise  have  done. 

If  after  a  full  investigation  it  sliouid  bethought  proper  to  sdmii 
lue  to  bail  on  the  security  already  taken,  it  would  prevent  a  pecu- 
niary expense  which  would  take  place  in  procuring  other  security  if 
lequired  ;  but  in  case  I  am  liberated  ia  aoy  other  way  I  shall  make 
myself  aatisfied,  aod  if  cootiouad  in  prison,  I  am  resolved  to  Im  mih 
nisaive  to  whatever  Fiovldeiwe  has  ass^^ied  aoe.  I  have  onljr  wnile 
to  give  you  ioformatioii.  I  eamatly  hope  that  whatever  nay  ha 
aUeged  agaiait  nie»  will  not  prejudice  aay  ei|«itable  right  to  whiah 
your  committee  aod  the  Honourable  Aiaambly  may  mijadge  am 
entitled,  as  equal  juBtioe  is  all  that  I  demand.  I  am>  gentleman,  with 
every  sentiment  of  respect, 

Youi  Obedient  Servant. 

John  FuAMMumJ* 

Gborob  LooAif,  1 

Peter  Muhlenburgh,  /  Esquires. 

and  JoBx.  P.  ScHOTT.  ) 

Having  perfect  reliance  on  the  honour  of  Col.  Franklin  this  ex- 
plicit declaration  was  regarded,  rightfully,  as  an  ahaodooment  of 
his  plan  to  establish  a  new  state.  Intercoiuve  secret  and  confiden- 
tial, had  without  doubt  been  kept  up  between  Col.  FxeBklia»aBd  the 
Woloott%  Barh>w»  Jndd,  Hoamore,  and  other  chief  men  engaged  la 
the  enterpriM^  In  Connecticutt  alluded  to  by  Col.  Pickering  when 
he  speaks  of  their  "  great  men/'  and  Such  a  project,  to  be  acooaa- 
piisbad  by  aueh  daapeiate,  flagitioaa  maana.  It  might  be  eipeetaJ 
would  meet  no  countenance  from,  much  less  be  the  very  ofspring  of 
men,  of  whom  some  were  of  respectable  standing  ia  Connecucut,  *  tSuC. 
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It  moifct  )M«lMlilBib«ttb9MrgeiieiiM«gart8  tBoptedbyPiel^^ 
the  •mat,  and  close  coafiaeaieBt  of  PmoUid  ;  tiw  fasiore  lo  dbtaia 
AmoUM  flvttete  bj  the  abduetimi  of  Col.  P.,  hid  oonnnaed  them 
tiMtt  llieir  phm  ooald  not  tMceed,  and  ander  tbeur  advtee  he  had  re« 
Mivad  to  ftthrait  to  the  laws.  Moreover,  the  establishment  of  the 
Federal  Constitution  opened  to  those  ambitious  Connecticut  spiritSf 
a.l&rger  and  more  iaviiuii;  field  for  the  exercise  of  their  talents. 

The  Lion  beinn^  tamed  ;  the  purpose  of  a  new  and  independent 
government  being  abandoned,  and  the  pledge  contained  m  his  letter 
to  the  committee^  being  received  with  confidence,  Col.  Franklin  was 
VMilad  by  the  magiiatai  of  the  eitjr,  and  treited  with  all  the  respeet 
wmd  eourlesy  of  a  prieoner  of  atate—iletaiDed  on  political  €onsider»> 
tkMi%  not  «ffiKliiig  hif  awral  io^grity  or  penonal  character*  Kaow* 
mg  hit  great  inflmioe,  particular  paiai'viiere  tahoD  to  conoiliate  hiniy 
mad  to  hrii^  him  into  the  eehenie  of  eomproauie^  devised  by  Cot 
Piokaffiiig.  WtUMNit  eomintting  himself  to  that  point,  he  satisfied 
thoee  who  were  interested,  that  he  would  offer  no  further  obstruction 
to  the  free  introduction  of  the  laws. 

Means  to  bring  Franklin,  and  the  rioters  to  trial,  were  adopted 
(merely,  Ave  presume,  for  form  sake,)  and  a  Supreme  Court  was  or- 
dered to  be  holdcn  at  Wilkesbarre  in  November.  Chief  Justice 
M'JK^eaii  was  met  on  the  mountains,  «ef<eral  miles  from  the  Valley,  by  ^ 
Sheriff  BatleTf  the  Coroner,  and  a  large  number  of  the  principal  in^ 
Jwbitants.  When  they  arrived  at  the  point  which  commanded  a  full 
view  of  the  beautiful  Valley,  Judge  M'Kean  stopped  and  surveyed  it 
lor  a  quarter  of  an  hour  with  deep  apparent  interest  At  length  ho 
hroka  ailenoe:  It  is  indeed  a  lovely  spot-^I  eeuie  to  wonder  that 
it  has  been  so  zealously  contended  for." 

The  court  was  opened  by  the  Chief  Justice,  supported  by  his  lio- 
nour  Jacob  Rush.*  Col.  Fraiiklin  had  been  brought  up  from  the  citv, 
and  was  indicted  on  a  charge  of  High  Treason,  *'  m  cndeavouHng  to 
suffvvri  t/ie  government f  and  to  erect  a  new  and  independent  stale  in 
the  room  and  stead  theret^,**  Messrs.  Biddle  and  Clymer  appeared 
as  his  Counsel,  and  on  the  ground  that  important  witnesses,  needed  on 
his  defeneeb  were  absent,  the  trial  was  postponed,  and  he  remanded  to. 
prison,  not  to  Philadelphia,  but  at  Easton.  Bail,  however,  was  taken, 

•  A  letter  wfilw,  to  •  fifand  ia  Phibuhtpbi*,  who  dftlM  WilkwtNmnvb,  Nov.  S,  im," 
«90H-^AS^>fMC«iil«ioopMl  iMlTvedbyitttJifeplM  bdbM  iMff  Immm  Ito 
GUlfJiMliioaild  Judge  Rtwb,  tb«  first  ever  hdtl  for  the  County  of  Luzerne." 

"  It  gave  me  pleasure  to  ace  the  onlor  and  Jecorum  thftl  prcvailoJ;  nothinp;  could  AzeocdlAo 
"Uftc^ful  tiicrue  and  attention  qf  ali  ranks  qf  fCopUf  whUc  the  Court  wat  eUting* 
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and  Ffaoklin  aet  liberty*  and  the  proseciitioiit  afitar  wmmimBg  w- 
acted  apoB  Ibr  mm  ttowp  finally  abaivkned. 

Tvdnty-five  cancerned  in  the^diabalieal  oatrane  "  on  CoL  Fiflb 
arii^  ^rare  iMKotad.  Of  lixteHi  amugMd*  naa  aal—ittoi  tD  ifct 
Mroy  cf  tJM  Ooorl*  isvan  pleadoi  not  failty,  of  nlMiai  threo  wn 
m]nittad»  and  fife  eomrided.  A  fina  af  twrnatf  afaWnga*  attd  at 
months  imprisonment  was  imposed  on  four  of  them ;  fifty  dollarv 
out  iaiprisonment,  on  the  fifth.  Those  who  submitted  to  the  C  urt, 
were  fined  each  one  hundred  dollars.  Of  the  "  poor  creatures'"  in>- 
prisoned,  all  esca[)ed,  that  is,  went  home  without  let  or  hindrasice, 
immediately  after  the  Court  adjourned.  Stephen  Jenkins  alone  re* 
■Muagd,  who  would  not  go.  It  cannot  ha?e  escaped  the  aagacity  «f 
ike  taadafr  that,  witli  ali  the  hanhness  of  rpitbat  wed  by  CoL  Pick* 
iriiig,  ha  was  at  oaca  too  palitte,  too  piaoaMa,  fiif  loo  aobla  wini^l,  i» 
iaoM  that  tlia  riolait  dxmld  suflar,  aad  doul>tla«  muimd  at  tMr 
aieapa.  We  belies  that  none  of  the  fiaea  inpaaBd  were  aw  col* 
laeleii.*  It  k  worthy  of  note  that  the  Rev.  Jaoob  JoluMoa,  alioady 
well  known  to  the  reader,  could  not,  or  would  not  soppress  the  ^>a* 
lition  of  his  Yankee  and  patriotic  iic,  at  the  couriie  of  proccediDSS. 
He  made  the  pulpit  echo  with  his  soul  stirring  appeals.  80  open 
were  the  denunciations  of  tiic  }>ious  old  mnn,  that  he  wa>  arres^lt-ti. 
called  before  M'Keao,  and  obliged  to  fiad  security  for  ius  peaoeable 
behavioar* 

Christmas  of  1788,  found  Luzerne  aboaadii^  m  the  neoonrioi  af 
life  t  the  lawf  of  Fransylvania  tn  peHeot  opemtioa«  reoerringevefy 
S  where  dieerfal  obadioBoa  figmklMi  at  liberty.  Col»  Picfcrrii^  k 
kii  offioov  iifuhig  wntSt  or  recording  deedSt  with  the  mne  devolBl 

ittdastry  that  characterised  the  performance  of  every  olherdaty,  high 

or  low,  a]lottf3d  to  him  in  life — a  most  extraordinary  man,  in  whom 
were  combined  those  rare  attributes  of  wisdom  to  devise  measures, 
decision  to  resolve  on  their  execution — enersry  to  carrv  them 
through,  tiie  whole  temj)eied  by  consummate  prudence,  and  perteet 
integrity*  tinged  nevertheless  by  a  degree  of  prejudice,  that  occi- 
eknaliy  misled  him;  yet  ever  comraaading  die  respect  of  friend  and 
enemy.  Indeed,  perlMps  he  was  the  only  man  wbo  covld  hare  intriK 
dbeed  the  laws,  and  arerted  the  eelaniily  of  a  new  and  more  dirertiaui 
civil  war  in  Wyoming. 

*  Amoog  thoM  ooaeerned,  we  find  Vmh  Fhelps,  two  or  thvra  KitbooM^MdaMtsAss^ 

(?i5t!nf];tn«;hpj  namM  now  in  Conncclicat;  ami  that  of  Garret  Smith,  a  christian  namrw 
unusual  &»  to  loaJ  u<tto  wonder  wheihec  lie  might  have  be«Q  th«  fiither,  or  niiiin  rf  rtw  lii 
tinguiabed  ^«w  YorUr  t 
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LETTEB  XXVIII. 

EBiUtit— Portcululj  cWacated  to  grntlemeii  of  th«  Boach  and  Bar. 

Tn  Coofiniiiiig  Law  hat  been  briefly  adverted  to  in  a  preceding 
page.  In  every  aspect,  historical  and  legal,  the  very  great  impor- 
tance of  this  act  demands  a  more  extended  consideration,  as  it  is 
the  ground-work  of  coiiiproinise,  and  tiie  root  from  which  springs  no 
inconsiderable  portion  of  the  existing  titles  of  tbo  Wyotning  settlers 
to  their  latui^:',  notwilhstniidmrr  the  law  was  repealed  by  tbe  Assem- 
bly, and  proaouDced  uocoostitutional  by  the  court.  In  this  letter  it 
ia  our  purpose  to  trace  through  to  their  istuet  historically  and  argu- 
mentatively,  in  a  connected  chain,  the  meamirea  of  the  CommonweaHh 
resalting  in  the  issning  of  patents  to  Conneetieol  daimants. 

To  foppoee  that  a  FenMyWania  land  elaimaot  ehall  appear  in 
coort  with  a  warrant,  survey,  and  patent  of  1794;  and  a  CoonecticwC 
settler  with  a  eertifioate  of  1804^  and  a  patent  for  the  same  piece  of 
land — that  here  the  prosecution  and  defence  close ;  and  the  court 
gives  its  cliarge  to  the  jary,  that,  from  iiw.  face  of  the  [)a[)er«,  the 
warrant  and  surirey  of  1794,  being  oldest,  must  of  course  recover; 
-^would  be  gross  error. 

Our  thesis  presupposes  such  case  to  be  depending.  Infactsocfa 
an  issue  was  on  tbo  list  when  tbb  paper  was  written. 

The  CnaTmcAn,  a  paper  so  peculiar,  and  wholly  nnitnown  in 
any  other  part  of  the  Commonwealtb»  would  on  presentation  in- 
stantly Btriko  a  court  as  sooaething  estraordittaryt  and  lead  to  tl» 
inqtttry   What  is  this  ?  whence  comes  a  paper  so  very  wiasoalf" 

A  copy  will  be  found  on  the  next  page. 
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HISTOBT  OF  WrOMlRO. 


WILKESB  AR  RE. 

PRAV<;Hr  of  a  Tract  of  I-mil,  situate  In  Wilkesliarrc,  one  of  ihe  trventMn  TownahipB  in  Lu^^nw!  Cmitjj, 
beiii?  Niiiuiii'i>  Fduiitfii  .111(1  Fiiiirn  in  tin  Tiinil  DIvMiunof  that  TowiiaMpand  coniainirie  4^;;  Ar>.  I~  P»_  •jtj 
thf  visual  allowance  of  t?iJt  jicr  Ccut  fur  U(>.i.'s,  rckuncycd  for  Thomas  \^  riirht,  the  Ergtueenih  day  A».f*iS. 
mr2,  by  tinier  of  Uie  CommmioncrR  appolrtccl  to  put  In  exccuiion  an  act  of  the  General  Aawmb'j  at  ihe^  !»asf  ■  { 
Pcoonrlrania,  MUiitod  "Ao  Act  for  oneiiiig  comperiMikMi  to  Uw  FeoiMyltraak  CkinaiMfif  ocMua  jUn^ 
toiiwimiiwi«Tbw*tiiii>ihiOpM<r«ylMiiiiHiBJte«^ 

THOS.  ts  \MnOCRNE» 
Surrrjoi  to  Ltic  Slid  fi>ifitinM«iuDea. 
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WE  the  uMenslrncxI  CommiwToncru,  fltily  appointed  fir  piiulnjr  \n  execution  nn  Art  of  tlif  Genenl  .Kmemtff 
of  the  State  ofPi!iiii-i_vlv,mn,  .iriilpil  "An  Act  I'lrnflirinc  c"mpeiis.nion  to  tl»-  PcrmfnlvaniaClainianu  "f  crn-ua 
'^yn^^  within  ihc  »;v(  MVt-i  n  T -'.MLKliifw  in  the  Coiiniy  of  Luzerne,  and  f'T  mh<T  ptirpiww  ihenrin  nwrnKJowJ," 
the  I'.h  dny  nf  April  I7'.r',i,  and  ilir  .■^u[«pUmcni  ihwto pniwl  the  I5lh  dav  ol  .March.  IHiKI.  and  the  fur.t>tr 
Supplement  ihcr.-io  |v»»»'d  the  Gth  d.iy  of  AprM,  IfttZ,  IK)  CERTIFY,  Thsi  Ttiiwai^  Wri-'.;  is  iK.  Oirrrr  *  a 
Conneciiriii  <;iaiin»nt  of  Four  hundrvd  and  Thirty -two  Acre*  and  One  hnndixd  and  flfiy.«ren  perrhw  of  Lir4 
in  the  Towiwliip  of  WILKESDAKREl  one  of  tlie  hefon  tnentionwl  i«'Vf>ntppn  Townships;  being  Lott*  Numt«r 
Fouiteen  and  Fif\cen,  in  liie  Third  DiTision  in  the  mid  Township ;  WHlCii  I/nx  Numtier  FnullMa  and  FUitm 
wmaererRily  occupied  and  acqtiired  by  a  Connecticut  CiaiinanL  an  actual  Settler  there  befxvfh*  tfme  «f  lit 
Decree  of  Trenton,  and  waa  panlcularly  awigned  to  bikIi  actUAl  fieolar,  friat  lo  tlie  aaid  Deci«% 
rerulationa  then  in  force  amoog  such  Sclilrrv.  The  mid  Ltitd  (a  Dnqghl  «f  flurrcy  wbeVBoTIi 
i»  included  Iq  the  •fnlicMlon  or  ThomM  Wtdn,  under  Iht  urorWem  of  ilw  i 

•ndlldUtiwi«ri|x1iMbewtniMinlitad  low  from     

No.  2Ui  OrUieaald  Tract,  0IMlnilldndairirizi74l«O  AeMkmnUMIMfaitoflhe  ihinl  Ctaas.  and  the  rp«k!uo 
ihmortaorHwfiMnbClaM.  TUOMA9  COOPKE, 

JMa  M.  TATiOft. 
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-  It wflllbe appafit that theqiertion hi kioilgfailaftcoalfovwiy 
between  foveieign  Statee:  That  the  eertifieata  has  its  ibandatioii  in 
Ab  beaign  and  pditle  prineiple  of  eonpreinse— to  arrest  bloodshecl 
«nd  pat  an  end  U>  dvil  war*  It  involfes  high  matter  ef  State  polief, 
nnd  shoald  be  decided,  after  a  full  ▼iew  of  the  csie  in  all  its  aspects^ 
(not  by  the  complex  fettered  rules  of  special  pleading,)  but  on  the 
broad  ground  of  its  own  peculiar  merits.  He  therefore,  who  ex- 
amines it  tlirough  the  microscope  of  mere  ierral  technicalities,  mast 
necessarily  grope  in  darkness ;  the  broad  expanse  can  only  be  em- 
braced by  the  telescope  which  sweeps  from  the  zeoith  to  the  horooo. 
It  is  a  vast  State  question  of  mingled  equity  and  law. 

We  naan  to  be  studioasly  brief,  both  because  I  feel  myself  to  be  a 
trespmer,  and  beeanse  geimrally«  an  intimation  of  the  point  or  prin- 
oipfe  beii^  given,  legal  gentlemen  can  fellow  it  out  with  a  foree  and 
eleamess  I  oonkl  make  no  fnotensioDS  to. 

The  hislorieid  part  of  the  ongin  of  the  Oonnoetiout  daim  has  al* 
ready  been  set  forth,  and  is  presumed  to  be  too  well  known  and  fami- 
liar to  be  here  repeated  at  length,  all  important  as  it  is  regarded  in 
coosidering  the  equity  of  title  under  the  compromise. 

The  First  point  I  propose  to  establish  is  this : 

That  the  decree  of  Trenton,  adjudging  the  jurisdiction  to  Pennsyl- 
▼nnia,  was  a  decision  of  pdicy  and  not  of  r^gAt  That  it  oonld  not 
nnd  did  not  afieet  the  right  ttf  soil. 

Bttt  a  page  of  reoapttolatkm  »  deemed  proper*  In  the  eihiint  of 
daims  by  the  Connectieot  commiwioners  befora  the  eoart  at  Treotoo^ 
it  is  set  Ibrth  that  Che  Susquehanna  Company  in  its  porehase  and  settle- 
ment  of  these  lands  acted  *'  under  countenance  of  the  authority  of  said 
colony."  And  that  "the  Legislature  of  the  colony  of  Connecticut  have 
approved  of  the  purchases  and  settlements  of  the  adventurers  afore- 
said, and  have  actually  everted  and  e  verciseri  jurisdiction  in  and  over 
said  territory,  as  part  and  parcel  of  said  colony."  In  fact  in  1773, 
nsolutions  were  passed  declarii^  the  intentran  to  support  their  claim 
wmi  of  New  York,  and  in  January  1774,  the  jurisdiction  and  laws  of 
ConnecticQt  were,  by  formal  enactment,  extended  to  Wyoming,  a 
town  calM  Westmoreland  was  erected,  and  attached  to  the  county 
ef  Litchfield,  civil  officers  were  appointed,  taxes  were  levied  and 
paid  into  the  treasnry  of  Connecticnt,  and  inpresentatives  chosen  t» 
her  Assembly.  The  power  of  State  authority  was  as  perfect  here  as 
at  Hartfonl  or  New  Haven ;  and  thus  it  continued  through  the  Uevo- 
ktiooary  war,  until  the  decree  of  Trenton  in  December  1762. 
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4m  .vtaxoav.  ov  wyomuhiw 

■  After  the  surrender  of  Lord  CorowaiUs  it  was  obvious  that  the 
ir  in  America  was  broken,  independence  secure,  and 
•t  hmML  li—wriiatilj  all  the  States  began  to  look  with 
WGMBi  rntakHf  to  the  setUeMU  of  d»pM4  ^omm 
Itaa    ^Mtadniitp  juwwiiirtwa  — d  iait 

pfSffinM  wm  nda  iir  rtitiog  two  lepmts  oowti;  oh 
try  queilioM  of  jwrkriiiiioii  fcetww  oMtaadKng  SMm  t  tlio 

to  try  the  right  of  soil  between  persons  dttmiag  hinds  under 
from  diflerent  States.  Thus  clearly  and  distinctly  admitting — that 
jurisdiction  might  be  awarded  to  one  State,  and  the  to  claimanti 
under  tyrants  from  another  State.  That  is,  that  the  right  of  joris^ie* 
lion  and  the  right  of  soil  did  not  necessarily  go  together.  My 
pressioos  are  ckar  that  thota  aaotions  were  introdnoed  having  par- 
ticular reference  to  the  dispnte  existing  between  PeiiPijtioaia  mmA 
Ctiumtmtt  Ma— ohmrtti  and  How  York.  It  mm  km  been 
■Hmifeit  to  Iko  aigMooi  httdt  Iken  oa  Ifao  iligo  of  iote^  fio^ 
ffrfiiifo  poiitiimof  tbo  ptrtiai^  and  tho  had  olaiOMdp  thot  hmmmjmt 
the  title  of  Coonwtietrt  aad  MMMohaafttt»  to  nil  wm  of  ^ 
Hudson,  policy  should  award  the  jurisdiction  relatively  to  Pfennsyi- 
vania  and  Now  York.  The  application  of  nice  technica!  and  legal 
roles  to  the  settlement  of  these  controversies  would  have  led  to  end- 
less litigation,  heart  burnings,  and  most  probably  to  ciwil  war. 
Charter  claims  lapped  on  to  each  other — these  were  met  by  lodiaa 
deeds,  rigfatf  of  possession,  nod  various  eqoitable  and  politioy  oon- 
sideratioot*  which  oo§kt  aoty  and  which  coold  aol  bo  Angmded. 
WMMa  oftiaraa  ner  toioo  wini  OBipoatic  wtmnmifp  urffiti§  M  oo» 
MMMi  Ivood  and  likOTal  oMOBdt  of  Siato  Doliov  Md 

CberteirMdt  w  a  loHcr  to  Ui  «dii»  tayi:  «WkM  • 
varifty  of  oonmirring  kKidents,  and  a  obaki  of  ehcuirtatid  ooi* 
denoe,  all  combine  to  support  a  proposition,  he  wonld  brieve  it 
sooner  than  the  most  direct  human  testimony." 

The  reason  of  the  thing,  and  concurring  circumstances,  leid 
stron^jly  to  the  conclusion,  that  pnHry  and  not  luw  governed  the  do* 
oision  of  this  great  cause  at  Trenton. 

To  givo  my  impressions  in  familiar  kmgaagib  aad  make  tl 
oasiiy  oomprefaendod.  I  will  anppose  the  great  maa  in 
■noMd  obat»  lallkig  ow  tho  aobjool  of  tkito  peipleAiog 


Afvlk  Oufoluao^  ^  WoN^  gMndoRMOf  tlw  power  of  Bittote  Iv 
bfokenwwo  Ml  am  kaoo  m  raleaie  from  Ibroiga 
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lie  tfbic  tofMMam  domeatii  pta^  ?  ^at  do  ym  mf,  Mr.  WoU 
^t,  for  CkxMMOliMM.  wUI  iniDlM 

laadi, in  dafiuee  of  njkmd  Cl$wm  hm%^  «ki  yod  Slab»«r 
Vtnai^faikl  Coae»fioait^  yioa  tae  tab  Mdjr  to  iinik^i^ 
•Inrt-Mi  fe  war !  8a,  too,  adth  mf  ftiaadi  Pioyd>  jwai  Wkm 
Voik,  and  Osgood,  from  Maflaaohutetts.  They  are  ready  for  a  lialtla 

for  the  rich  lake  and  Genesee  lands  1  But  this  is  all  ooasense,  gao* 
tleBKQ.  Wisdom,  pradence,  fx>licy,  these  nmst  come  in  and  adjust 
the  matter.  There  are  twenty  miUioni  acres  of  unseated  land  la 
Kew  York,  claimed  by  that  Stftte  and  Massachusetts;  you  must 
dUvida  these.  Tk&re  is  enough  for  both.  The  Jurisciictioa  sJiKHiid 
•f  ocMirse  reauiki  ia  New  York — what  does  Miissachasetta  waat  40 
4a  with  jariadietfoa  bayottd  tha  North  Bkver.  She  has  piastgrto 
«tiaDd  im  at  hbiila»Mid  bawdsa  haa  llnpravlaoa  «f  Manato  lain 
waai:'' 

FmtntjiiiHmia^'  Vary  wall,  you  hava  tattled  the  dispBla  aC4haMl 
SlAlas:  giva  as  a  plan  for  PemMylvaiiia  aad  Comwelioat.'' 

South  Carolina. — "  O,  easy — leave  Pennsylvania  to  herself — she  is 
just  large  enough,  as  bounded  by  her  charter — nothing  to  want  and 
^otiiiiig  to  spare.  Take  olf  the  degree  of  latitude  claimed  by  Con- 
necticut, all  aloni^  her  loncjitudmal  limits,  and  you  leave  her  razeed 
down  to  a  fourth  rate  State.  You  deprive  her  of  nearly  all  un- 
aatod  kDda»  and  aha  haa  aa  pwla«aa  el  «kki  aiaewhar^  h  will 
paw*  new  aaewer.** 

CmnfHk^.^*  Bt  what  la  C<MMWOtiaiit  la  4or 

9miik  Om^tihm^  AA  mtf  and  iicaotioahlai  CkiBaaticut  mm* 
Hfea  a  pod  iliaa  «at  of  har  obaitwad  iisuta  waft  of  FsMay^ 
the  beaatifol  Ohio  lands,  at  praaant  naitbar  adwaely  aailM  aar 
alatmed ;  enoagb,  an  hundred  mil^  or  more,  if  she  please.  Jurisdiction 
west  of  the  Hudson  cannot  be  nn  object  of  desue  to  her.  And  then  ail 
the  States  whose  charters  extend  far  west,  must  release  the  ra- 
mainder  of  their  claims  to  the  United  States,  according  to  the 
resolves  of*  Congress.  And  thus  the  whale  nattar  aiay  ha  satis* 
fiietorily  adjusted." 

Connecticut,—''  Upon  nif  waid,  jtm  mmm  weM»  Bmi  what  ahali 
ha^oaa  with  iha  WyoeHi^  aanknl" 

.  9mA  CkwsDHHi*— theia  caa  be  ao  faaMioa  ahaat  thm 
Their  Hghta  aaaaot  ho  aftciad  hgr  ai^  wliifiaMhiiiwt  lha  Blaia 
B»y  aow  BMka,  Besides  it  will  ha  tiM  BMaifost  palny  of  all  fwatisa 

to  quiet  the  actual  settlers.  Land  is  plenty.  All  tha  States  waat 
goody  coali^iiUidt  iudutirious  citiseiiSx  to  ^bdue  the  wiideraess.  And 
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nw«aw,  tKe  Wyoming  people  have  faliff  boogifelt  tliM  UbAi  of 
ffMiyl>iiii>  by  tiMir  blood  and  tiiferifigs,  tttodiag  as  a  frostier 
agakift  tbe  onnl  latage,  at  tbey  bave  donaw" 

Atwaiyhiiu.^  Certainly,  cMalnly.  If  Comiectieiit  will  ba 
■Miifiai  witb  Ibat  arraagement,  we  pMge  oorietres,  giva  m  all  Iba 
mt  wHbiii  ear  ebarter  peaeeaUy*  there  tball  ba  no  dlfllettlty  ia 
respect  to  the  Wyoming  settlers.** 

Connecticut. — "  It  seems  rational  ;  but  the  tiling  must  be  done  la 
a  legal  way.  The  grant  to  Pennsylvania  must  pass  by  decision  of 
court ;  (or  it  would  cut  out  so  many  of  our  {>eo|jlc  at  home,  who  have 
claims  m  the  Susquehanna  country,  there  would  be  great  dissatis- 
fiMion— the  Wyeflring  settlers  too,  woald  be  eztraaiely  ofibadad  if 
we  give  it  up  witbout  a  trial/' 

P«iHMyfa«i«ii^*«We  undenitaiid  yoo.  ¥oa  iliallba:Ta  a  triaL 
An  application  shall  be  made  forthwith  to  raise  a  oonrt  to  deeMs 
tbe  ttattar.** 

Fifteen  days  after  Oomwaltts  surrendered,  to  wit Neiwher  3d, 

*«  A  petition  from  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  was  read*  ia 
Congrcsii,  stating  the  matter  of  dispute  between  rcnnsylvania  and 
Connecticut,  praying  a  hearing  in  the  premises,  agreeable  to  the  9ib 
article  of  confederation. 
[See  Journal  of  that  date.] 

A  court  was  accordingly  raised,  composed  ef  the  Hon.  William 
Whipple,  of  New  Hampshire;  Welcome  Arnold,  Rhode  Island) 
David  Braarly  and  Wiltlan  Chttrchili  Honiton»  of  New  Jetsey; 
Cyras  Gfittn,  Joseph  Jones  and  Thomas  Nelson,  of  Tli^nia.  Tbs 
two  latter  did  not  attend  The  five  first  named  oonTened  at  TVe»» 
tan  Nov.  It,  ITM, 

William  Bradford,  jr.,  Joseph  Reed,  James  Wilson  and  Jonathan 
I).  Sergeant,  attended  as  counsel  and  agents,  on  the  part  of  Peoo* 
sylvania. 

Eliphalet  Dyer,  William  S.  Johnson  and  Jesse  Root,  appeared  at 
counsel  and  agents,  on  behalf  of  Connecticut. 

Early  in  the  proceedings,  to  wit :  November  19,  a  motion  was 
made  as  follows:  "  Tlie  agents  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  sstii^ 
to  themselves  all  advantages  of  other  and  ftirther  dsfoooe  in  said 
oansa»  beg  leavis  tosaggest*  inform,  and  g$va  the  conrt  to  understand, 
that  tbsfv  aia  amny  persons  who  are  leoants,  !n  possession  the 
lands  in  eontroversy,  holding,  improving  and  datming  large  quanti* 
ties  of  said  lands,  under  titles  from  the  States  of  Pennsylvania  and 
Connecticut,  respectively,  parttcuiariy  ihe  two  large  companies  of 
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Delaware  and  Su8qttebaiuia«  consisting  of  more  than  2000  persons, 
many  of  whose  people  are  in>  poMOiiing,  improving  and  holding  lurge 
tracts  of  said  land  in  controversy,  under  iitU  from  the  State  of  Con- 
nectiout,  whoao  tillflt  under  mid  StatM  i<wpeotiv«ly»  wiU  b» 
mlly  «fiec|ed  by  the  deciMoo  in  thu  ttmg  ft  hnve  not  bean  eiled« 
or  any  way  legally  notified  to  be  pieeent  et  eeid  tmlf  to  MM 
their  titlee  respeotivety,  which,  by  the  rules  of  proceeding  in  a  eonrt 
of  justice,  ought  to  be  done,  before  any  further  proceedings  are  had 
in  said  case :  and  thereupon  the  said  agents  move  this  honourable 
court,  to  cause  said  companies  of  Delaware  and  Sus(]uehQnna,  and 
other  tenants  in  possession,  hoUling  under  title  from  either  of  said 
States,  to  be  duly  cited  in  some  proper  and  reasonable  manner,  to  ap* 
pear  and  defend  at  said  trial,  if  they  see  cause,  beiero  any  ivtber 
proceedings  are  bad  in  gaid  caaaa»  And  of  tbia  they  pray  tbe  opi* 
Dion  of  thia  honoorable  oourt 

WwL  8.  JosHMur,  >  Agents  lor  Gonneetioat 

J.  RoQTt  ) 

After  argument,  tbe  court  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  ten  of  the 
elock. 

Wednesday,  November  20,  1782. 

The  court  met.  The  court  gave  their  opinion  on  the  motion  of 
yesterday,  made  in  writing  by  the  agents  of  Connecticut. 

That  the  same  cannot  be  admitted  according  to  tiie  construction 
of  the  Otb  artaelo  of  tbe  confederation,  and  tbe  tenor  and  deaifQa  of 
tbe  fwmmiwinn  under  wbieb  tbey  net** 

I  have  quoted  tbb  at  length  Ibr  ibe  porpoae  of  moie  dearly  eatab* 
lidnng  two  poinla.  let.  That  tbe  rigbt  of  soil  waa  not  deaidad  at 
Trenton — that  it  could  not  be  noder  the  authority  by  wfanb  tba 
court  was  constituted — that  notice  was  therefore  refused  to  be  given 
to  the  settlers  to  appear;  and  the  principle  distinctly  recognized — 
that  jurisdiction  might  be  awarded  to  one  State;  and  the  right  of 
soil  be  awarded  to  claimants  under  grants  from  another  State.  This 
matter  will  be  adverted  to  hereafter :  The  other  point  is  this — tliat 
tbe  agenta  of  Connecticut  do  tbareint  officially  declare,  not  only  onee 
hut  twiee,  that  the  Susquehanna  Company  and  tbe  aetUefa^  undvr. 
their  grantat  derive  title  under  Cenwerticirf  ;  a  Matter  of  aoan  moh 
nent 

Tbe  court  contiDued  its  aittioga  until  December  aOUn  when  they 
tendered  thia  very  brief  and  very  explicit  judfrneBt 
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"  We  are  unanimously  of  opinion,  that  At 
kit  BO  jrigii4  to  tlM  knii  in  tcwiii'Ofciey. 

We  m  sIm  mliliMMiy  of  opimoM,  tiMt  juiiMfetibfi  and 
]iW4np4kw  of  ■sU'  tile  tovntwy  ^'^'^^^l^u  okttrter  iHMMffc^^ 
of  PtouiylvHHttf  Mid  BOW  oikined  hf  tlM  0liilo  of  CoMWoliMCt  ^ 
of  iiskt  Wong  to  Ai  Stale  of  I^i— jiifeam 

Wis.  Wi 
Wi 

Wm.  C.  Hocstov, 

David  Bbmabut.** 

In  aU  wUch  Ike  Ceaaectieut  agoBli  mod  eoomei  lequiesced 
without  proteit  4r  nurraur.  After,  to  my  kutt  the  plaosriUo 
etttbil  00  tlie  pert  of  CoBoectiev^  tiio  perfect  vnenioifiqr  of  lbs 
Cdort  wookl  etrike  an  impartial  obeerver  ee  ia  no  iliglit  degiea  w 
narkable.  The  very  brief  jadgment,  set  a  eolitary  reaaoa  beiiig 
given,  would  exoile  florpriae.  There  is  nothing  extraordinary,  or  in 
the  least  decree  surprising,  admitting  the  position  which  I  [iiamiain 
to  be  correct — that  the  whole  trial  was  a  political  movement,  a  mere 

common  recovery,'^  intended  to  convey,  and  carry  into  eti'ect  a  pre- 
viously uoderatood  arrangement  between  Pennsylvania  and  Connec- 
ticut. 

h,  seems  probable  that  Connecticut^  belbre  coming  ta  thm  wmia^ 
standing  with  Peoo^vania,  had  made  an  eftr  to  Coagress  to  cote 
hm  HiitiMrB  laada  beyond  liieiiaaiteoftkit  8tot»;  aoetHMy  wMh 
oat  anf  raeanratiea  The  leeam  I  take  it  wan  an  allar  tliooght. 
On  a  oturefttl  examination  I  find  an  aaeh  propoailkai  ott  tko  joaraair 
If  a  new  aad  diflerent  proposel  was-te  be  made,  it  migkit  kae«  been 
polilie  to  withdraw  the  old  one,  and  leave  no  trace  of  it.  The  fact 
comes  out  by  a  side  wind.  On  the  31st  of  January,  17B3,  just  a 
noonth  after  the  Trenton  decree,  in  a  report  ot^  ?>fr.  Carroll  and  others, 
on  the  finances,  it  is  m\d  "  Virginia  and  Connecticut  have  also  made 
€tmms,  the  aocaptaaoe  of  which,  for  particular  reamm§  have  boea 
deteyed.''  Tha  amtter  waa  wisefy  pmailled  t»  eleep  awhila.  li 
JMby  3%  n86,oBinotiQ»pffoceediBgfireaalcomnRttae,lo  wH: 

*^MudMdf  That  GoagiaiB»  ki  behalf  of  tke  United  Stately  m 
readft  tm  aoiept  all  ika  right,  title,  intofost  aad  elakn  of  the  State 
of  Ooaaeotieot,  tooartaln  weetam  kade,  Ac** 

Debate  and  several  motions  arose  thereon.  The  question  waj 
not  decided  until  the  2Gth,  five  days  being  devoted  to  its  considera- 
tion. Seven  times  the  yeas  and  nays  were  recorded*  It  it  wtMlhy 
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of  emphatic  remark,  that  Pennaylvania  and  Connecticut  voted  to- 
gether five  times!  Once  all  the  other  States  voting  agiiiiist  them. 
ConottBUcut  waji  onoe  excused  from  votiog ;  aod  only  iii  one  solitarT 
Hmtaate  OttI  of  the  seim  \mm9  did  thigp  vote  agamat  each  other,  and 
thai  ma  a  aptioD  of  no  great  mooient  made  by  anoUHV  Staiib  What 
arar-koni  1ml  WImI  W»lliailjr  affMliofti  €«o  aqgr  m  doibl 

Af  ■iepiii  tertiolutiM      ui  tktw  wnb-^^Tfaiil  Cw^pm 

accept  the  said  de«d  of  cession,  and  that  the  same  be  recorded  and 

enrolled  among  the  acta  of  the  United  States,  in  Congress  asaeror 
Wed." 

By  the  deed  Connecticut  grants  "  all  right,  title,  interest,  jurisdic- 
tion and  claim  to  certain  western  lands,  beginning  at  the  completion 
of  the  41st  degree  of  north  latitudot  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles 
"west  of  the  western  boundary  line  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania, as  now  claimed  by  the  said  Commonwealth,  and  from 
thence  by  a  Jine  drawn  north  parallel  to«  and  one  hundred  and 
twenty  mites  west  of  -the.  said  west  line  of  PeDnsylvania«  and  to 
continue  norUw  ttotH  it  comes  to  ibrty*iwo  degrees  aod  two  miootea 
of  north  latitude.*'  All  west  of  this  line  is  ceded,  and  of  course,  all 
east  IS  reserved.  The  reservation  is  of  120  miles  east  and  west, 
(bounding  it  easterly  by  the  west  line  of  Pennsylvania,)  by  a  degree 
and  two  minutes  north  and  south  latitude,  containing  several  millions 
of  acres.  It  is  well  known  by  the  name  of  New  Connecticut,  or  the 
Western  Reserve*  It  may  be  here  proper  as  a  historical  fact  to  sajt 
that  about  the  year  1800»  Connecticut  made  a  formal  release  of  alt 
claim  to  jurisdiction  or  soili  west  of  the  eastern  limite  of  New  York 
excepting  to  the  western  reserve;  aod  reo^ved  fix»io  the  Uoilod 
States  letters  patent  for  that  tract. 

By  the  proceedings  detailed  it  wilt  be  seen  tliat  tlie  right  of  €k>n<* 
necticut  ^est  of  New  York  was  recognized  by  Congress,  accepting 
her  cesiion,  aud  admitting  the  reservation.  Pennsylvania,  by  voting 
far  the  acceptance,  did  also  distinctly  recognize  that  right.  How 
could  she  have  a  right  west  of  Pennsylvania,  and  not  through  Penn- 
sylvania, when  her  charter  was  nineteen  years  the  oldest  ?  From 
which,  the  whole  circumstances  taken  together,  a  ratlonnl  doubt  we 
think  cannot  be  entertained*  but  that  the  deci«ioa  at  Tienton  was 
made  on  grounds  of  poliey  aod  not  of  r^Ali 

There  remains  a  most  important  matter  bearing  on  this  point,  yet 
to  be  Botlced>  which  pours  in  a  flood  of  light,  dispelling  every  shade  of 
darkness  or  doubt,  if  any  should  still  rest  upon  it. 
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The  Hon.  Cyrus  Griffin,  one  of  the  Judge*  of  the  court  at 
ton,  in  answer  to  inquiries  from  Burn  abas  Bid  well,  wrote  a  letter  in 
1790,  of  which  the  followin*,^  is  a  copy.  Before  transcribing  this 
important  paper,  it  seems  proper  to  observe  that  Cyrus  Gritliii  was  a 
distinguished  member  of  Congress  from  Virginia.  I  find  be  waa,  a 
delegate  earljf  in  1778 ;  in  17fiO»  was  elected  a  Judge  of  the  Court 
of  Appeals;  ia  17S8,  he  wu  ohoieo  Pmident  of  Coikffim^.^Mllfik 
k the cbmetor of tlM vitoM WB piodiiM.  TodMiflttir^ 

**  Sir, — Being  upon  a  tour  of  duty  in  the  line  of  my  office*  I 
had  not  the  pleasure  of  reading  your  letter  until  yesterday. 

"  Before  the  Commissionei^  determined  that  important  contest 
between  Pennsylvania  and  Connecticut,  it  was  agreed  : — 

**  1st.  That  the  reasons  for  the  determinatbn  should  never  be 
given. 

'*2d.  That  the  minority  should  concede  the  determinatioo  as  the 
ttnanimous  opinion  of  the  court. 

''No  doubt  sufficient  reasons  appeared  to  us  to  adopt  these  pre- 
liminary points.  Whether  strictly  justifiable*  or  at  present  would  be 
adopted,  I  will  not  undertake  to  say;  perhaps  a  diflerent  course 
might  be  pursued ;  but  this  I  will  undertake  to  say*  that  no  court 
ever  met  and  decided  a  great  question,  less  subject  to  partiality  or 
corruption,  or  in  which  more  candour  and  freedom  of  debate  were 
exercised. 

**  As  you  seem  to  suppose,  I  do  not  know  in  what  manner  the 
jurisdiction  might  be  considered  if  tried  again  ;  and  especially  since 
a  num^>cr  of  important  discoveries  have  been  made,  and  n  mass  erf 
evidence  can  now  be  produced  whicli  was  not  known  at  that  time. 

"  But  I  can  assure  you,  sir,  that  the  commissioners  were  unani- 
mously  of  opinwUf  that  the  privaie  right  of  soil  should  not  be  €tfected 
by  ike  decision. 

^The  decision  was  not  to  reach  the  question  of  property  in  the 
mnL 

We  reoommended  very  ' strongly ^  derived  firom  legal  e^xiA  politieei 
girounds,  that  the  settlers  should  be  quieted  in  all  thnr  daims  by  an 
act  of  the  Pennsylvania  Assembly  t  and  that  the  right  of  soil,  if  I 

recollect  truly,  as  derived  from  Connecticut,  shottld  he  held  sacred, 

"Such,  however,  I  a^i  ceutai^,  was  the  opinion  of  the  individuals 
who  composed  that  court.** 

No  comment  could  make  the  matter  clearer;  and  I  assume  agaiOft 
with  the  utmost  confidence,  that  my  proposition  is  well  eetabliahedv 
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viz :  That  the  decree  of  Trenton,  adjudging  the  jurisdiction  to 
Buiiisylvttiia,  was  a  decision  of  policy  and  not  of  n^At^-that  it 
could  notf  and  did  not  affect  the  right  of  woiV* 
'  Yel  there  u  an  addflkmal  laet  of  great  weighti  bearing  on  and 
anpporting  this  oondaibn.  The  claim  of  MaanehiMetta  west  of  the 
Hndeoo,  rated  on  preeiaeljr  the  eame  gnmnd  at  that  of  Conneeticttt 

were  adopted  to  rabe  a  court,  to  try  the 
question.  ^Visely  preferring  compromise  to  law,  New  York  ad- 
justed the  matter  by  liberal  and  just  concession;  the  States  divided 
the  land  between  them.  In  1787,  New  York  recognized  the  right  of 
Massachusetts,  conceded  and  cojjiinued  her  claim  to  the  land,  in  all 
that  part  of  western  New  York,  beginning  at  a  point  on  the  Pennsyl* 
Tania  line,  eighty-two  miles  west  of  the  north-east  corner  of  Pennsyl- 
T«ttia,  [the  point  of  beginning  is  in  Tioga  county]  thence  north  to  the 
British  boundary,  and  Inelnding  with  a  trifling  eiception  the  whole  of 
the  Genesee  and  Lake  country,  west  of  that  line»  The  exception 
was  more  than  made  up  by  230,000  acra  confirmed  to  Massachu- 
setts east  of  that  line,  between  the  Oswego  and  Chenango  rivers. 
The  quantity  of  land  retained  by  Massachusetts  cannot  be  much 
less  than  10,000  square  miles,  and  probably  exceeded  seven  millions 
of  acres. 

It  would  be  an  insult  to  the  understanding,  a  mockery  of  common 
sense,  to  suppose  that  New  York  conceded  this  princely  domain  to 
Massachusetts,  after  the  decree  of  Trenton,  if  that  decree  was  re- 
garded by  any  one  living  being,  lawyer  or  politician,  statesman  or 
philosopher,  as  a  decisbn  of  law  and  right^as  any  thing  else,  hut 
a  legal  process  of  oonsummating  a  wise  political  arrangement. 

Passing  from  these  historical  foots  and  speculations  we  proceed  more 
diicctly  to  those  which  are  strictly  legal.  An  act  was  passed  Sep- 
tember 15, 1784,  directing  that  the  dispossessed  settlers  should  be  re- 
stored to  their  farms.  Col.  Antis,  Sherilf  of  Northumberland,  was 
ordered  to  perform  the  duty.  A  most  important  law  and  proceed- 
ing ;  as  now,  beyond  controversy,  the  settlers  had  a  clear  legal  Penn- 
ey! vania  possession. 

On  the  aoth  of  Dec,  1780,  an  act  was  passed  Ibr  giving,  during  a  . 
limited  time,  a  right  of  pre-emption. 

I  rather  suggest  than  argue,  the  eflect  this  act  wouM  ha?e  upon  the 
rights  of  those  persons  in  actual  possession,  claiming  against  warrant 
holders,  whose  surveys  were  made,  and  warrants  obtained,  subse- 
quently thereto. 

29 
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•  Tlie  great  plan  of  conciliation;  the  grand  healing  measure  of 
compromise,  which  should  (juiet  the  Wyoming  people  in  their  pos- 
sessions, and  staunch  the  wounds  whicii  so  many  years  of  dt^urder 
had  intlicted,  was  the  Confirming  La.w»  passed  March  2»»  1787,  (to 
which  we  adverted  ioa  preoediag  letter.)  It  prcyvided,  Thmfi  all  tbe 
aid  righle  or  loto  now  lying  within  the  Coiintji  of  Lo2enie»  vkidi 
were  <»c«pied  ot  aeqnifed  hf  ConDeotknit  dainiattt*  wli»  von.  et- 
tml  mvdm  thece  at  or  before  %]»t0ramikm<^  Oie  gtetof  U»  Biam 
of  Conoectiedt,  by  the  [Trenloii]  decree  aforetiid,  and.  vUeb  ri|^er 
iDto  were  particularly  aiiigned  to  tbe  wM  eeHiaiv  peior  to  ihoiaii 
decree,  agreeable  to  the  regulations  then  in  force  among  tbeia, 
be  and  they  are  hereby  coofirmed  to  them^  and  tiieir  heira  aad 
assigns."    [See  (he  Act.'] 

Certain  conditions  were  to  be  compiled  with  by  the  settlers.  The 
rooflt  important  one  is,  that  within  eight  months  tbey  should  make  ap>« 
plication  for  tbe  bendits  of  the  act.  The  disturbances  of  tbe  couatiy 
already  detaaled»  oocafioaed  tbe  wifthdrawaL  of  tbe  conaiMinwnra 
appoiBted  to  cany  it  into  efiboL 

Id  a  year  and  a  day  tbe  ad  wae  mpendad.  April  1»  17IKK  it  war 
repealed.  It  must  be  admitted  tbe  day  was  fiilly  cbona  §at  tbe 
deed. 

Two  Dissents,  arguing  with  consummate  ability  the  impolicy  and 
unconslitutionality  of  the  repeal,  were  entered  on  the  Journal.  The 
first  from  the  able  {)cn  of  William  Rawle  ;  the  other  emanating  from 
the  lummous  mind  of  William  i^wis.  Both  are  appended  la-  Ibift 
letterf  and  are  deemed  of  great  importance. 

NoWt  tbe  only  pretence,  the  only  spider  thread  on  wInqIi  it  ooald 
be  pretended  that  Utlet  under  tbe  Confirming  Xaw  w«re  aot  inalid 
fo  t&oie  land»  mmMd.  tbe  SiaU,  when  the  act  pnwod  w«a»  tint 
within  tbe  eight  monthc  aseigned  the  aetdere  did  not  make  appfiea- 
tion  nnder  it,  doc.  There  is  not  tbe  slightest  evidenoe  that  tbey  did  j»t. 
There  is  every  reasonable  presumption  that  they  did,  as  far  as  posst- 
ble,  for  the  law  granted  all  they  asked.  They  were  required  to  pay 
nothing  to  the  State  ftir  the  land — the  sums  for  snrveyinsr  and  paierii- 
ing,  were  not  a  consideration  as  purchase  money,  but  merely  to  pay 
expenses  and  office  fees.  The  considerntion  stated  ioi  tbe  preambk 
was  fully  acknowledged  to  be  received.  The  t i me  was  manifot ly  too 
abort  for  all  to  come  in.  From  the  whole  spirit  of  tbe  law»  it  being 
an  Act  of  Grace  and  Equity,  it  could  not  have  been  tbe  intcalioa  el 
tbe  Legislature,  to  exclude  from  its  benefits  tbe  widow— the  orphans 
•^the  ignorant  or  even  the  dilatory,  who  might  not  come  in  by  the 
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very  short  day  named.  It  would  tak^  the  Commissioners  several 
nooths  to  get  to  Lmente,  aadsotoe  time  to  explain  the  law  and  mode 
of  proeeeding.  The  people  iaterested  were  acatcered  over  a  territory, 
tihng  the  rif«ran  hMM  iililea,  tbsir  papeft  diaperfled»  and  a  num- 
ber, whoie  Ihtbera  had  fallen  by  the  ^vages,  were  minors,  aerving 
their  apprenticeship  with  masters  to  whom  they  had  been  bound  in 
Conneciicut  while  very  young,  whither  they  had  llud  or  been  carried 
on  the  general  expulsion.  That  these  were  intended  to  be  embraced 
is  evident  from  the  fact,  that  the  commissioners  were  required  to 
give  notice  in  one  or  more  newspapers  printed  in  Pennsylvania  and 
Connecticot.'*  In  this  view  of  the  matter,  if  a  mere  simple  applica* 
tion  or  aaaent  waa  all  that  was  required^to  exclude  every  one  who 
did  not  assent  or  apply  m  time,  would  be  a  most  fereed  and  hard 
constmetioo,  inequHable,  no  mercy  tn  it,  no  justice  in  it,  and  there- 
fere  not  a  tme  constntclion* 

Bnt  this  point  is  too  important,  not  to  be  pursued  further.  The 
words  of  the  proviso  are,  "Provided  that  all  the  chiimants  whose  lots 
are  hereby  confu  rned,  shall  by  themselves,  guardians,  or  other  lawful 
afjents,  within  eight  months  next  after  passing  this  act,  prefer  to  the 
Commissioners  hereinafter  mentioned,  their  respective  claims  to  the 
lots  aforesaid,  therein  stating  the  grounds  of  their  claim,  and  soffi* 
ciently  describing  the  lots  claimed,  so  that  the  same  may  be  made 
known  or  aseertatned,  and  support  the  same  by  reasonable  proofs.'* 

If  afrietly  and  rigidly  construed,  here  waa  a  great  deal  of  work  to 
be  done  in  a  abort  time;  Baveral  thousand  persons,  so  widely  dis- 
persed, their  papers  and  titles  necessarily  in  confusion,  from  their  In- 
dian expulsion  and  more  receiit  troubles— <rff  these,  every  one,  for  if 
all  do  not  come  in,  in  strictness,  the  whole  failed— they  must  not  only 
prefer  tlieir  claims,  generally,  but  describe  their  lots — cyery  river  and 
back  lot  is  to  be  panieularly  described,  and  in  addition  to  all  this 
their  titles  must  be  supported  before  the  Commissioners  by  reason- 
able proofs.  Impossible — utterly  impossible— every  man  of  common 
sense  must  see  that  the  literal  rigid  demands  of  the  law  could  not  be 
complied  with  in  eight  months.  To  demand  it  or  say  that  on  failure 
the  whole  law  might  be  repealed— the  solemn  confirmations  of  titles 
be  abrogated,  would  be  worae  than  Turkish  despotism.  Such  injus- 
tice never  stained  the  deliberate  legislation  of  Pennsylvania,  fikwh 
construction  never  soiled  the  pure  ermine  of  her  Jurisprudence. 

Courts  justly  hold  tluit  <in  impossible  condition  is  void.  Suppose 
a  law  had  said,  "  whereas,  a  certain  five  hundred  persons  havinjx 
paid.  .£10,000  into  the  treasury,  the  receipt  wher^  is  acknow- 
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ledged ;  now,  in  conBideration  thereof,  the  said  peraooi*  tbw  hitm 

and  assigns,  shall  eacli  be  cjuieted  and  confirmed  in  one  bundred 
acres  of  land,  belongino:  to  the  Slate,  on  which  they  are  seated  ;  pr> 
vided  that  within  one  month  all  of  them  bring  to  the  Secretary  of  tl»e 
Land  Office  a  survey  of  their  respective  lots  — and  in  two  months 
after  the  i&w  ahould  be  repealed.  If  any  speculator  should  after- 
vurds  lay  a  warrant  on  one  of  their  farms,  is  there  a  Ckiort  on  earth 
that  would  oust  tbe  aeUler»  or  adjudge  the  land  to  tbe  wamnt  hoided 
In  principle  tbe  caies  are  preciieiy  parallel. 

On  these  legal  points  I  have  been  purposely  farle(  suggesting 
merely  the  outltiie»  because  legal  gentlemen  can  with  so  much  noie 
ease  and  correctness  give  them  their  appropriate  illustration. 

But  the  confirming  law  was  pronounced  unconstituUonal  aiid  vow 
by  Judge  Patterson  of  the  United  States  Circuit  Court,  in  tbe  case 
of  Vanhorn  vs.  Dorrance — Vanhorn,  a  lesse  under  a  Pennsylvania 
claimant,  under  a  warrant  before  the  confirming  law ;  Dorrance  being 
an  early  Connecticut  settler.   The  trial  took  place  in  1795. 

Judge  Patterson  made  short  work  of  tbe  Coimecticut  title.  The 
decree  of  Trenton  bad  settled  that  matter.  Connecticut  bad  no  rlgfat» 
and  therefore  no  person  claiming  undor  her,  could  bave  any  rigbt. 

Far  more  justly,  as  the  counsel  kr  Dorrance  admitted,  he  de- 
cided that  Vanhom»  daimtng  u^der  title  derived  firom  the  State  be- 
fore the  confirming  law  was  passed,  did  not,  and  could  not  hare  his 
claim  taken  IVoni  hun  by  tlie  proiVcr  of  ;i  land  compensation.  The 
State  could  only  resume  the  title  for  public  purposes,  and  tbe  pay- 
ment of  a  just  j>rice  therefor  in  money.* 

The  confirming  law  might  be  unconstitutional,  and  a  dead  letter,  m 
respect  to  one  set  of  claimants — yet  perfectly  constitutional  and  valid 
as  regarded  another  class.  To  make  this  plain,  it  should  be  noted — 
and  this  distinction  is  Titally  important— Uiat  the  State  had  disposed 
of  part  of  tbe  lands  confirmed  to  tbe  settlers^  to  Pennsylvania  claini- 
ants«  he/ere  the  confirming  law  passed.  In  respect  to  lAess  it  was  un- 
constitutional for  the  reason  stated.  But  at  the  time  that  law  passed, 
the  State  was  proprietor  of  a  large  portion  of  the  lands  so  confirmed 
to  the  seltler.    In  respect  to  these,  it  caoiiot  doubted  she  had  a  right 

*  Tlw  pfooMdingt  mvcc  wtiv  ftllowed  up)  ITo  ttteinpt  wis  nuidB  to  pot  DwiaBM  ovK  of 

pouenion.  A  movement  was  made  to  take  thd case  «p  lo tfat  SvptMne  Court,  but  the  Yajikces 

alleJged  that  Vanhorn  (an  irreaponsible  person— a  man  of  straw)  could  not  be  found  to 
acnre  a  writ  vipon.   Col.  Pickering,  writing  March  3,  IT'Jd,  says  "  By  this  rpp*^a!  [ihe  con-  * 
firming  act]  the  Courtsof  Law  were  opene(!  to  the  Pennsylvania  claimants,  wh.>  tr-rv  . 
get  possession  of  the  disputed  lands,  and  rid  the  State  ot  i  [ic  burden  of  oomponsatum  J  Tiiej 
hton^mny^tgl&o:  *,  and  in  nght  years  they  have  /  artlij  tritd  me mih«.* 
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fo  do  as  she  pleased.  8he  did  pleiue>  for  ▼alid  reamns  and  satis- 
iactoiy  coosiderations*  to  confirm  them  to  certain  Connecticut 
claimants. 

Judge  Cooper,  in  his  observations  to  the  legislature  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, March  1802,  says,  "however  unconstitutional  that  law  might 
be,  as  it  respects  the  Pennsylvania  claimants,  whose  property  was 
taken  on  a  land  compensatiun,  it  certainly  was  binding  on  tho  legis- 
lature in  favour  of  the  actual  settler  before  the  decree  of  Trenton, 
who  had  applied  for  the  benefit  of  it ;  for  the  State  had  the  power, 
and  the  right  to  give  away  her  vacant  land$i  and  alto  to  take  the 
lands  of  her  citizens,  on  paying  a  just  compensation  in  money.'' 

Jadge  Patterson  says,  *'the  inteniUm  of  the  legislature  was  to 
Test  in  Connecticut  claimants  of  a  particular  description  a  jyerfeet 
ettate  to  certain  lands  in  the  County  of  Luzerne."  Mark  this  distinct 
and  solemn  adjudication  of  the  intention  of  the  legislature. 

Again  the  Judge  says,  "  if  the  property  to  the  lands  in  (/upstion  had 
been  vested  ifi  the  State  of  Pennsylvania^  then  the  legislature  would 
have  had  t/ic  !il)crtf/  and  right  of  disposing  or  granting  them  to  w/w/n 
they  plcasedy  at  any  timet  and  in  any  manner,'* 

In  the  case  we  are  now  considering,  ^  the  property  of  the  land  was 
Tested  in  the  State." 

I  contend  then,  that  by  the  confirming  law,  for  the  great  and  valid 
considerations  of  the  equity  and  policy  of  the  case,  the  legislature  did 
convey  the  right  that  was,  at  the  passing  the  law,  still  Tested  in  her, 
to  the  settlers.  By  that  act  virtue  went  out  of  the  State,  and  attached 
to  the  settler.  From  that  moment,  those  settlers  who  were  on  lands 
yet  belonginrr  to  the  Commonwealtli,  were  clothed  with  the  State 
title,  or  nnqiirstionablc  legal  right  to  the  State  title.  Forms  were  yet 
to  be  gone  through ;  the  land  was  yet  to  be  surveyed  and  patented, 
but  the  right  of  title  was  in  them ;  the  inception  of  title  was  perfect. 

But  the  confirming  law  was  repealed.  The  law  was  not  a  simple 
gift,  it  was  a  grant  for  a  good  consideration,  the  value  received  was 
expressly  acknowledged;  it  was  a  suflicient  consideration  in  the  sight 
of  an  impartial  world  The  grant  took  eiect  the  moment  it  was 
passed.  It  shook  the  pollen  from  the  tassel  upon  the  silk,  and  the 
impregnation  was  complete,  though  time  was  requisite  to  bring  the 
ear  to  perfection.  The  legislature  had  no  more  power  to  repeal  it 
than  to  annul  any  other  patent  or  land  title  granted  by  its  authority. 
I  need  not  say  a  grantor  cannot  annul  and  make  void  his  deed.  Even 
kings,  ID  the  plenitude  of  their  prerogative  or  sovereign  power,  can- 
not revoke  a  charter,  or  abrogate  a  oonveyanoe  of  land 
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The  view  which  I  take  of  the  effect  of  that  law  has  been  recog- 
nized and  maintained  by  the  government  of  Pennsylvania,  kom  liiai 
day  to  this,  with  the  utmost  uniformity  and  steadiness. 

1.  They  have  constantly  acted  under  the  clear  and  solemn  convic- 
tion  that  the  settlers  in  the  aeveoteen  towns  had  a  valid  ngM  to  tbm 
laadSf  which  the  Stale  was  bound  to  make  perfect  in  form. 

3.  Th9yfaa?e  purcbaied  back  all  Peopsylvaiua  titlea  Umt  ongh 
pitied  hefure  the  confiroiuig  Um%  hj  %  aopney  poipiiieiMBlloD»  and  per* 
fiaeted  titlei  to  Ktlien  on  them. 

%  They  have  refesed  in  every  pqetible  shape  and  nianiier  lo  re- 
cognize any  right  in  warrant  holders,  whose  titles  originated  in  the 
seventeen  towns  ajter  the  confirming  law,  one  hasty  and  ill  con- 
sidered decision  excepted  ;  showing  that  they  regarded  such  war- 
rants void,  like  any  other  second  set  of  warrants  laid  on  previously 
appropriated  lands,  with  which  in  the  wild  rage  of  speculation  in 
1703  and  4,  the  State  was  ahingied  over  irequenily  four  or  five  deepw 

Advancing  to  another  topic.  Lu^rne  County  having  bean  eUft^ 
bliehedf  her  voice  was  heard  in  the  Assembly,  Public  opinioa  in  and 
out  of  the  State,  with  aceamnlated  strength,  demanded  the  iam/A 
ledemptbn  of  the  pledged  latth  of  the  Commonwealth  to  the  old  set- 
tlers. Comparative  peace  and  prosperity  prevailed  at  Wyoming,  for 
the  influence  of  the  confirming  law  was  felt,  though  nominally  struck 
from  the  statue  book.  In  1799,  April  4,  an  act  was  passed,  emitjed 
"  An  Act  for  offering  compensation  to  certail)  feaosylvania  f*-i3>«^nt« 
ti^ereUi  i^amadt  and  for  other  purposes.*' 

This  compromising  law  and  its  supplemspts  provided  that  all  Penn- 
sylvania claims  to  lands  in  the  seventeen  towna  which  originated 
before  March  28, 1787,  (the  date  of  the  confirming  law)  should  fas 
paid  for,  at  a  price  proffered,  or  the  claimants  might,  at  their  opti«^ 
sue  the  State,  and  have  the  value  fixed  l^y  a  jury. 

Commissioiiers  were  to  re-servey  lots  claimed  by  Connecticut  set- 
tlers, whose  titles  (precisely  as  in  the  confirming  law)  oriirinated 
fare  the  decree  of  Trenton.    A  certificate  was  to  be  issued  to  the 
settler,  on  pn  scntlnt^  which  to  the  land  otttce,and  paying  the  com- 
pensation fixfid,  he  should  receive  a  patent.^ 

*  T«rfiis  of  the  compfomiciog  Uw  of  April  1799. 

CommiMion«ri  were  to  divide  ths  tesdi  into  four  dasBe*.  PflOp^lvania  claioMati^  mkm 
preferred  to  leleMe  iheir  lands  to  Iho  itatet  ntber  tban  havo  them  appniMd  by  a  Jorf,  mo 
lo  nceivo, 

for  the  lifftt  cl(U5s,  g  5  00  an  acre. 
second  ckm,  3.00  '* 


Digitized  by  Google 


Hi0TO&Y  OF  WYOMINQ. 


456 


Is  it  not  preposterous  to  say  that  the  title  of  the  settler  Is  to  be  dated 
as  beginning  with  the  date  of  the  certificate  ?  The  thousand  warrants 
of  '93-4,  were  perfectly  known  to  have  been  laid  on  these  lands.  Was 
it  exjpoeled  that  afler  some  years  the  two  claims  would  come  ml* 
Court,  to  be  decided  which  WM  the  oldest,  and  therefore,  which  wai 
best?  Did  the  State  so  understand  it!  Did  the  settlers  so  under* 
•taad  it  t  JM  thoie  wamot  holders,  who  have  suflfesed  the  natter  to 
efasp  Art}  yean,  «o  ottderstand  it  t  Noi  the  legal  Pennsylvania  title 
must  be  dated  as  beginning  at  the  passage  of  the  confirming  law,  or 
the  right  of  pre-emption,  Dec.  30,  ]7S(> ;  the  equitable  claim  having 
existed  from  or  before  the  decree  of  Trenton. 

It  is  here  proper  to  say,  that  to  Tiiomas  Cooper,  Esq.,  one  of  tho 
commissioners  under  the  compromising  law,  in  1603  and  1604,  the 
aeltlera  within  the  seventeen  towMdupe,  and  the  Conunonwealth  al 
krge,  are  deeply  indebted.  He  gave  to  the  sobgeet  the  noet  devoted 
attention  of  a  miiid  renarkably  eag^Kions,  vigoffoiiSt  and  dear.  He 
unraveled  with  nnezseeded  patience  and  perspteaity,  the  mases  of 
thie  meet  intrioate  sufajeot;  aided  by  the  practical  good  sense  and 
dignity  of  character  of  Gen.  Steele  of  Lancaster  County,  and  Mr. 
Wilsoii  of  Lycoming ;  afterwards  iU3bi:»led  by  John  M.  Taylor,  Esq.,  of 
Philadelphia. 

On  obtaining  certificates  the  settlers  were  required  to  ^ive  up  all 
deeds  or  evidence  of  Connecticut  title,  so  that,  very  properly,  ihere- 
aftert  they  shoaid  rest  tolelg  on  the  pledged  faith  of  the  CommonweaUk* 
In  point  of  fact,  however,  the  certificate  is  of  itself  the  best  possible 
•videnoe  of  ConaeetioBi  titlot  adyudicated  and  decided  to  be  perfect 
by  a  Fennsytvania  Goturt* 

I  uukmii  the  remaik  here»  that  all  the  itust  tending  to  eonfirm 
titles  to  tbe  eettlere  ought  to  be  taken  and  construed*  not  as  sepo' 
rate,  independent  acts,  but  as  parts  and  parcel  of  a  system,  as  bricks 
of  one  edifice,  constituting  together  one  whole  and  perfect  structure 
of  compromise. 

It  is  a  striking  fact,  that  the  certificate  issued  under  the  compro- 
mising law  of  *99,  makes  use  of  almost  the  literal  words  to  designate 
Connecticut  claimants,  employed  by  the  confirming  act ;  thereby  re- 
ferring to  and  recognizing  that  act,  to  which  in  truth  the  compro* 

third  cloM,  1.50  an  acre, 
Iborih  ehM,   95  ** 

Coaaceliaalddnianlf  wen  to  pay  Ibr  hodiof  th«  Ant  cIm^  S.GO  '* 

MeoDd,  1.S0 

third,  50  " 

teth,        08^  " 
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mising  law  is  a  mere  supplement.  The  certificate  reads  :  "  Which 
number  was  severally  occupied  and  acquired  by  a  Connecticut  claim- 
ant, an  actual  settler  there  before  the  time  of  the  decree  of  Tren- 
too,  and  was  particularly  assigned  to  such  actual  settler  prior  to  the 
■aid  decree^  agreeably  to  the  regolatioiie  then  in  lorae  among  mdk 
eettlers." 

Tlie  words  of  the  eoafinniog  law  aro->^  wliicfa  wm&  oocopied  m 
acquired  by  Connectiout  elaimaats,  who  wwe  aeliial  aeltkrs  dwit 

before  the  deeree  afbfeeaid,  aod  which  rights  or  loti»  were  particiilafif 
assigned  to  the  said  settlers  prior  to  th^  said  decree^  agMNsably  to  the 

regulations  then  in  force  among  them." 

If  the  confirming  law  did  nut  convey  the  State  title  to  the  settkr, 
it  recoeni/ed  in  him  and  legalized  a  peculiar  settlement  made,  or 
claim  acquired  "  before  the  deciee  of  Trenton."  And  to  such  and 
such  only,  coald  certifioates  isnie.  The  fact  of  stioh  aettkaenl  or 
aequisitioa  was  to  be  proved«  and  the  commissioners  under  the  com- 
pramismg  law  were  constittttad  a  competent  tribonai  to  decade 
upon  it  Their  certificate  b  oompiele  proof  of  the  fiwt.  Thebolte  ' 
may  go  into  court»  and  produce  bis  certificate:  Ist  As  evidence  cf 
title  under  the  compromising  ]aw»  or  fid*  as  proof  positive  cf  sefc2Ss> 
tnent  or  acquired  claims  before  December  SO,  1782,  recognizeii  and 
legalized  by  the  confirming  act. 

The  compromising  law  went  fully  into  operation.  Peace  and  har- 
mony have  since  prevailed.  Those  claims  under  Connecticut,  within 
townships  on  which  settlement  had  been  made  after  the  Trentoa 
decree,  already  numerous  and  rapidly  increasing,  threatening  wide 
extended  and  serioas  mischief,  forthwith  fell  before  this  act  of  nui^led 
policy  and  justice.  Separated  from  the  old  settiers,  who  bad  borne 
the  hardships  of  early  emigration,  and  the  crimsoned  severities  sf 
ssTage  war,  the  new  grants  plausibly  urged  for  awhile*  now  found 
little  favour,  and  soon  sunk  to  oblivion. 

DISSENTIENT  from  the  vote  nilcptinj^  the  report  of  ihf  rninruiltee  in  favonr  of  r^posl- 
ing  the  act  entitled  "An  act  far  ascertaining  and  coniirmmg  to  certain  {>craons  calkd 
ConntcHeui  daimanU,  the  lanilt  hj  thma  cUSmeA  within  tiw  ooontj  of  Luiarae,  and  (m 
otlMT  porpowa  tlitmn  BMDtioned, 

lat  Baeaow  wa  eondder  tka  set  which  the  naoIiiUaii  adopted  hf  the  Home,  propoaea  It 
repaai;  to  be  ailhcr  in  the  naftora  of  m  sbaolalab  or  s  eondtteal  grant  ta  tha  Gmiudinl 

mttUn,   If  the  latter,  it  has  not  yet  been  proted  to  our  aatiwfaction,  that  the  iiwurrectiaB  «l 

Wyam>n<j,  which  ocoaRioncd  the  commissioners  to  fly,  procfrdotl  from  a  general  J.  trrmina- 
tion  to  resist  the  authority,  aii.l  rtjcct  the  hoimticn  of  tlii.«  Stalo,  or  from  the  lurbul< nt  Ji^po- 
aitions  of  sotne  of  the  adherents  of  John  J>Vanklin,  who  were  incensed  at  his  f^u^i'lt  u  anj 
eaoret  amat ;  ftw  of  whom  could  dedvo  9»y  benefit  from  the  law  which  the  coaiuiissiooen 
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wmtm  Hm  mj^  liiii  fiM— ,  and  BCMnqTOlij,  fclm  m>  nipwad  with  tint  detr- 
BMi  which  the  importance  of  the  lubject  reqniiMi  that  there  hat  been  any  breach  of  the 
i  mplirfl  ronfrttioQ  of  tiw  kw,  w  that  the  Conneatkgft  aattlwi  wMdd  aobnit  to  the  antbo- 

Tlty  of  tlic  SLate. 

2d.  Bec&uae  if  the  grant  ut  absolute,  it  is  obligatory  upon  the  State,  and  can  only  be  re- 
voked  qpen  the  tame  mentioned  hereafter. 

W«  aooaaba  that  a  law  wriingaii  iaieiaal  aaovaya  IbaaHil  (aHliMirtiB)aii4  (aotann)  tHIa 
tte  aaabaaniiaiait«pi«poi^,  aAvwlMillwSlalabaaiioitiiaoatiaiio«ir«m  Aalaw 
nhhli  it  nxMt  un^MatfanaMf  povwaaes  over  ita  own  acta  of  another  nature.  But  hi  m 
inetanc«  can  the  povrcr  of  repertlincr  hws  affect  their  oblicfation*!  while  in  force,  and  roniie- 
quently,  if  the  etfect  of  the  Uw  while  in  force  is  p<*rmr\nerit  and  p»?rpetual  upon  the  subject 
to  which  it  rclatea,  a  repeal,  although  it  may  destroy  the  law,  cannot  diiuiai»b  the  effect  it 
hmm  already  produced. 

3d.  Baaaaaa,  aMMqgli  k  la  anhNna%  cwwrtad  llwl  fihate  property  may  at  any  (iaM  bt 
tekwfttinbllavaas  yatit  euiflaly  baaatakan  on  «oiiAllaB  of  making  lanand  adatfoala 
companaation  to  the  privata proprietor;  and  hence  it  may  foHow  that  the  State,  from  wbat^ 

evPT  mntives,  h-winj*  ronvevec?  the  tit!e  to  the  Jnnds  in  dispute,  uni:?fr  errtnin  1»Tm9  and 
moiiinrntums  U)  the  Connrr!i^-!,t  in-fHrrs.  \\\\\  nt  u  future  cl;»y  be  liable  to  make  a  more  ex- 
pensive compensation  to  tbose  scuiers,  than  the  whole  aiXKNint  of  the  demands  of  the 
JPtHHMyiaaiila  elaiaiMlik 

4th.  fiaeaoaa  il  k  fnliadMiaf  a  Ml  daagawwa  pfinalpb  td  lapeal  a  kw  of  any  kiiid 
ftom  animioeinea,  howaawatwg,  tfiat  the  Tmhlatnii  waa  deceived  at  the  time  of  paariii| 
the  kw.  A  Inw  contrary  to  the  oonstitation,  may  and  ought  to  be  repealed ;  for  in  that 
instance  there  a  certain  tT"*"'*'i  which  although  it  maybe  disoheye(i,  cnnnot  be  miiiiindaa- 
stood.  But  to  j>aofi  our  own  judgment  in  a  loraHlativc  manner,  ujjon  the  suiiiciency  of  the 
motives  which  induced  a  former  Assembly  lo  enact  a  law  of  the  nature  of  that  which  it  is 
■ow  propaart  to  repeal.  aaitawMaat  thoaa  maliiaa  ftaa  afcir  aaweaa  than  lliakwiMlf; 
appaaMloaato  andaniBr  dia  aalhaiitjr  atait  af  oar  awa  paanaaiWiy,  bj  laadatfaiig  tbaaa 
HiAk  at*  foUwadaj,  to  ba  aabverted  in  the  same  manner,  with  perhaps  still  lew  ewidaiieih 
than  we  hftve  to  proceed  upon.  And  it  will  directly  tend  to  destroy  the  order,  safety  and 
happincM,  derived  from  civil  soriplv^  for  as  the  oblir^.ition  cf  the  bwf?  h  rrnrkred  Irss  solemn 
and  conclusive,  the  Legi.^f-itLtn-  will  naturally  bt-auiie  k&a  impressed  with  Ihetr  importancei 
and  the  peopk  will  gradually  Icaiu  to  ili&rLg&rd  their  authority. 

Signedj  Wn.i.i.oi  K^wle,  Jacob  Hi LTsiiciiifBi 

Richard  Thomas,  Hsnrt  Dennjct, 

^  RiCRARD  Down  i  .\g,  j  r.,  S akosl  AsHMeAO^ 

LawRSKCB  SichiB,  Obaoias  6<muc, 

JtWATlAM  RoaBBT%       Hk&IUH  HBRaBaftD>* 

[Would  it  be  too  presuming  to  doubt  whether  the  Philadelphia  Bar,  at  all  titnes  distin- 
fiMiad  Ar  ability,  but  sixty  years  ago  pra  andwant  foe  tha  takirta  wbkh  adorned  ft,haa  oflea 
axbiUlidapapflrof  aapflrior  maritl  Tha  luMoiieal  aipoiilkii  In  tfaa  tbiid  poiut  takan,  k 
leinnmiio  lor  ommaiBy  raraa  aim  aiui|iianoa*j 

DISSENTIENT  ftooi  tba  vota  for  afttotinff  tha  kw  anUtkd,  an  act  to  lapaal  an  act,  anti- 

tbd  an  Act  for  ascertaining  and  confirming  tooeitain  paiaona,  eaBad  Cmmtdkmi  Mvhf^ 
anu,  the  lands  by  them  ckkMd  witbio  tha  oottDty  of  lAiMerwt  and  for  olbar  porpoaaa 
therein  mentioned." 

l^t  B<Tau(*o  the  passing  of  the  bill  into  a  law  in  the  same  session  in  which  it  origi* 
nftlcd,  and  within  eight  days  after  it  wrt«?  fir^l  read  to  the  House,  i«  bfvonr!  nil  pxample 
li«feto£ur8  furnished  by  the  rage  ox  lolly  uf  party,  a  flagrant  violation  of  ttio  riiij>ti;u;ii:)n, 
which  deckree,  that  "  to  the  end  that  Uwa  before  they  are  enacted  may  he  more  maturely 
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cooflklefed,  and  the  incoitreoieaoe     \mty  AtitmhmAm  aa  much  as 

all  bills  of  H  p'jblir  nature  shall  Ix!  printed  for  the  consid^rnfinn  of  the  |veopV.  bef->ff  t*^'! 
are  read  in  (irni ml  A^embly,  the  last  tima  iur  Jeb&tc,  and  except  on  occaaiooa  <d 
neoewity,  shail  not  be  \ysLaaed  into  laws  until  the  next  ieasion  of  AsaetoUj." 

TlwittiililliiiM«r  ^'apablb 
caodoiir  to  acknowfedga  tha  obviona  neamng  of  ■— , 

oompeaaate  to  Iw  SMb  to  9k»  PmrnglvmU  Mmmttw  lalMid  to  tko 
affected  all  tto  OMO^Maa  i  and  no  one  wili  bait  AaaiEmiteiy  tooqr,«lMt  anj  **  occawuw 
■Bdden  ncccaaily**  had  occurred  fordi«pen«ing  with  tbe  express  proviwon  of  the  canstitatiM 
This  wanton  preripitfitiim  in  pajw;iiij^  the  bill,  i 8  inconsistent  \mi1i  prpamHc,  m  wtuch 
COO  motive  asjiigned  lor  tiie  repeal  ut  tho  coniirtniog  law  ift,  liiai  it  as  (la&icd  hmtniy,  aaJ 
vitikMtf  dua  ootuUaratfeo  Itad,  and  amBUbm «»ato«dictioD  equally  glaring;  is, 
that  Che  oaid  act  dhMtod  nwny  dHiena  of  tbii  Stale  of  tlieir  iaiid% 
ami  tfUhotd  making  them  anyjutt  ioayenaatfaii,  il  ofligaa  M  a  smmob  ftir  tiia  icpa^l,  ite 
the  carrying  aaid  au3l  into  effect  would  impoae  a  f^rievoui  burthefl  on  the  good  cHiwna  of  Ail 
State,  to  make  armpemafi'm  to  those  who  would  thereby  \^  «n vested  of  their  pmfo^rtv. 

The  con:ilitution  furtlicr  declares  that  ''for  the  mori'  j  i  rlicl  aatirifnetton  ol  pc'bjjc 
tbe  reaauus  and  oiutivcs  lor  making  laws  sbali  be  luily  aiid  deariy  expreaaed  ia  ihm  pR> 
mMm^  WhatWBf  rolgfat  be  Iho  —leiii  MdaoHm  fcr  ftmng  the  biH, 
atuned  in  the  pieamble,  but  whieb  «e»  neither  proved  nor  admiMod,  ooMa  I 
IptoAMtogiweeQiour  to  a  proceeding  which  ■tood  in  need  of  U,  if  not  to  brinf  rfproacfcon 
a  former  Houftc,  equally  respectable  at  least  with  tbe  present  one  for  wisdom  and  viftoe. 
*  2U.  Bfcause  the  House  had  no  prnj^r  evidence  in  fiupport  of  the  ailegttionf  contained  in 
the  preanililo,  and  refused  to  inquire  tttlu'r  in  the  House  nr  in  commillce  of  the  wLaie 
iioase,  whether  they  were  true  or  not.    in  a  measure  highly  interesting  to  the  hxmMt 
dignity  and  jusUee  of  the  fitati^  ia  a  neeavn  conaigning  to  lulewy— i 
dtod  fanUin,  who  hed  InMtod  to  ito  good  fiMi ;       oakvtatod  to 
merited  reproach  on  a  former  Assembly,  a  decent  regafd  Ibr  the  opfadoM  of  men 
induoed  tiie  House  to  have  heard  the  evidence  which  was  called  for,  so     to  ^ivc  some  seo- 
bbnee  of  justice  to  their  procpedi'T!:;';     Thi'' wr\«  neverthf'liv"*  refuwHl,  ,in<i  ;,ti  exanipk  *tT 
for  prrU'rriii'j;  ruiuour  to  iacts,  ai>>i»erUociH  to  proot,  ami  ron|('cture  lo  lull  aaJ  coiupktf  lakt 
malioii.    A  auiemn  vote  praduded  probing  inqui^,  and  then  tiie  Uoutte  saniming  iact^ 
dgnedthetn  aagrouodeferr^waliagokvliBiuidadi^  If 
tb)a  pneemUng  k  not  a  DMokeiy of  joaliee, and  aatiieon  the  Houaa,  it iniiot  bo  adiiiltiJ  toto 
<tf  the  OMMt  dangerous  example. 

3d.  Because  the  cotilirnjing  act  wn?  founded  in  irisrlom  and  sound  policy,  and  the  al'fTJ- 
Uons  in  t!io  preamble  to  the  bill  repealing  it,  that  "it  was  unconstitutional,  and  of  ilieiaiat 
dangcrouii  consequences;"  and  that  "  the  rea^^oua  set  forth  in  the  preamble  of  the  said  act,  i$ 
not  appear  sulficient  to  warrant  any  legislative  interference,"  are  without  fiMindaiion. 

The  fopuH  or  eaftty  ni the  people,  le  the  aopieiDO  law  of  tho  lead,  lo  wfaidk  ela> 
feiiM  rigblfl  and  regolatioiie  nuiit  jield.  Tb^y  origttiito  liain  and  aie  naoliaiy  to  leiii^ 
and  may,  onieasonaljle  coropensatini  made,  be  lawfilUy  resumed,  whenever  ihe  great eaik 
thereof  require  it,  firth'  arrfitnpHshment  of  some  irreat  eoud,  ur  to  arrest  an  imj- e^-d''u' 
eril.  These  important  truths  result  from  the  very  nature  of  «M'iety,  nud  the  lirst  i  rjitCijio 
of  government.  They  are  sanctioned  by  the  principles  of  individuals,  and  the  practice  of 
nations.  They  are  confirmed  in  abundant  instances  by  cor  manieipal  laws,  and  recogtusii 
bjour  bill  of  righta.  Tbe  Le^datare  who  enacted  that  law  were  neither  eo  wtel:  nar  m 
wieked»  ae  men  tern  bifimied  and  not  mom  viftnouii  have  eoppooed  them  to  have  hem* 
The  atate  of  the  Comroonwealtb  ealled  Ibr  the  aystem  which  they  adopted,  and  had  a  polkj 
equally  just  and  wi<;e  been  since  purisued,  the  faith  of  i^nnay<*an<a  wonkl  not  have  tom 
broken,  or  her  honour  tainted  by  her  own  sons. 

if  the  House  had  designed  to  inquire  for  themselves  of  witnesses  at  the  bar,  or  in  coca* 
mittee  of  the  whole,  instead  of  traating  to  ethei%  tfaotnilh  might  ha«»  appealed  on  m 
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j««tMli,  •ml  a  curioQi  spectaelt  wM  bMf  bmi  nUbiled  bf  contmlnis  il  with  the  |n»» 
atnbic  of  iho  bill.  Bui  the  harry  with  which  they  charged  a  lorma  Hottti  with  proceeding 
*'  h.T-tUy  nn')  without  due  conwdcration  had,"  not  adnuUing  of  tlio  necessary  inquirie*,  has 
ex^ioijcii  liujij  t(t  that  ccusure  which  has  been  wrongfully  itnpuU'd  to  others.  I'he  conduct 
«if  the  Legialature  in  XN(ov«mbei  1787,  wi^a  the  aajno  buMneM  catue  barore  ihcci,  was  very 
diliimnt.  iMlMdoriHiniBf  to  idk  nnoon,  they  «il|ed  nftaiim  to  tliiir  bv,  •■des- 
■miMdAvtbaoMshw.  Tbey  bed  wriHw  doennntf*  laid  Into  thmi,  «^  bMW  i^ 
quaintcd  with  all  the  facU  wliich  led  to  the  quietiagwt,  M  mi  inth  iU  effects.  Tht 
charter  boundaries  of  Pennsylvania  and  Connecticut  were  supposed  to  dash,  and  hud  lon|; 
l>e«^n  riintt'f«tt'd  bd'aro  aud  since  the  revohiUMU,  Each  nsscrlrd  Ijvr  claim  to  the  country  at 
aiid  aijout  Wyoming,  and  Tnanifc^trtJ  a  ri  s-ilutmu  to  inriint^iu  theu)  at  every  hosuird.  The 
Conneetieut  ctaivMnis  »iUk  J  liieiascivcs  on  liie  lands,  under  gaota  from  the  ^um^ckau na 
C^|wifty,«iidtb9f«tzoiu4(cofG0tM«ftM.  Thgy  wmkOtMu^mmmUA  thek  I— d^ 
«ntiltl)»d«eiiM«rTfwlaiuiim  That  deow  eettled  tht  rights  of  ml  Mid  liiiitaiy.M 
Iwtween  the  eontend^g  States,  in  favour  of  Penn$ylrauia,  bul ii Millwr  did  nor  pooifely 
could  afcct  the  private  rights  of  individuals.  The  judges  who  pronounced  that  decree, 
nevertheless  became  wpM  nojuaiatjed  with  the  nature  of  the  settlementu,  and  the  equity  re- 
milting  from  them.  Under  the  unpression*  made  tliereby,  tUoy  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Exe- 
cntivoaiiibority  of  Peiintylvania^  which  is  pcriia^  lust,  but  the  lillowing  aocMuit  of  it  has 
bwR  fiven  by  fM  oTtHoininB  judge*  iii«  pnbNVMiit  Mtir* 

'*W«  liadflMuiyflioiiffnMMM  6r  WBfSai%ibm  letlprf  the Pwridil of  J^wtufliiii 
We  were  fully  acquainted  with  the  circuniitingw  of  tiM  New  England  uH\cts.  We  knew 
thnt  many  of  theui  had  honestly  paid  for  their  possessions ;  that  they  veiily  believed  the  title 
under  which  th»«y  claimed  to  be  perfccrly  cfoo»l ;  that  they  had  cleared,  built  upon,  and  im- 
proved the  land  ;  that  in  doing  this  they  had  cncountenni  m  inv  (hm^'cr^,  sutferr^l  in- 
ijuioerahie  hudatups;  and  beyond  all  these  thingat,  and  what  cannot  ho  eKliauaed,  many  ol 
thdr  iMuwt  flooDiiiow  liid  apilt  Ibrir  bM  in  d«6^ 

"Tb—  cfawmMtaacad  it  iw—iit  tbaHlwy  h>d bteam  wHbuWla  ftrtkakad; 
tiiat  tbt  reasoning  of  legiahtfMi  *nd  statesmen  would  have  but  liMlt  walglil  frith  thMtt) 
that  if  the  State  should  attempt  to  dbpossees  them,  they  would  become  desperate,  and  a 
civil  war  woul  d  be  tin  conssequcncc.  On  the  contrary,  if  the  State  should  quiet  them  in  their 
poaAcssions,  they  would  become  peaseabie  gtMxi  citii^eus,  and  thnt  the  ^sute  could  couii^iensate 
iboM  who  hehi  the  PennMtflrania  title,  by  giving  them  an  equivalent  in  landi*  or  money,  at  a 
keeexpitiaetfaMi  tbalof  dii|>ptMwiiigth>  Mir  E^hwd  ■tthfi«  That  thoaAi*  th*  io- 
taiMt,  tha  humani^,  and  tha  polir^  of  tho  Stalo,  would  load  tho«  to  adoyt  tho  aaaaaqtaa 
tliat  we  ric^raoMidad.  Tho  letter  bore  no  official  authori^.  Wo  wbseribed  it  as  pAnm 
citizens.  Nevertbelesa  we  did  conceive  that  it  would  have  rome  weight,  as  it  mu^it  be  appa« 
renf  thnt  our  means  of  iaformatioa  bi^ve  baco  better  than  thMo  uf  any  other  peraooa  who 
were  djsiulerested." 

A  di£K:cent  policy  from  that  which  had  been  so  warmly  re(omineoded  waa  adopted  by 
Peiiiiqrivaaift.  Sho  lotiad  tioe|i%  and  awwhad  thaw  iolo  tho  haplaai  oaoatry,  disp  ti waaaad  tha 
aoltlen  witboul  any  Kial  of  thair  nghta.  Tha  homaaof  m  waao  nnowod,  andftoniho 

supposed  incleroeaqy  of  our  measures,  or  somo  olhat  eause,  a  dangerous  confederacy  was 
formini;  :i^ainst  us.  The  C<mnec/teui  ctaimanls  were  a  bold  and  hardy  race  of  men,  inured 
to  tods  and  trained  to  arms.  Their  enrolled  militia,  between  the  a(Tc»  of  eitthtecn  and  flUv. 
eight,  amounted  to  CS.'),  eiclusiw  of  those  of  some  towftships,  who»o  return*  tiad  not  come 
to  hand.  Bei»id«ii)  these,  it  appears  that  there  were  many  able  bodied  men  among  them,  not 
hitwoan  thoae  agaa,  bat  who  nwa  oapiMo  of  baing  baMifht  iolo  aelion  to  great  adfontaga^ 
taoeeadonn^giitoalliwit.  llany  Mlla«  adfaita  hodbean  v^by  i>\MMfltan<o»  attho 
Of  panaa  of  some  blaod  and  much  treasure,  to  ^ulxlue  the  country,  and  establish  her  autho* 
rity  within  it;  but  experience  had  evinced  that  the  inhabitants,  when  assailed  by  a  KU()erior 
force,  only  retreated  to  the  fa«tneKi»«»?i  nf  a  ruffled  country,  till  that  force  wn-^  removed.  Thus 
aituAted,  they  hat|  A»  many  yaats  ihero  hepi  i^animrfranio  at  bay,  or  mado  moneolary  ra* 
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tWAtfaseireoaBiluMMdieUted.  At<fc«1iiiiB<if  piwlng  tlw  iiet,tiie  tMUtn  of  that  €ontJj 
Jkftd  a«umof1  «  vprv  differprt  nnd  «tn!  more  menacin;^  afip*»rt 

The  nntnlH-r  oi  settlers  was  uirrcnsinp.  The  Sn^ufhanna  Compavy,  under  wLc^n  tlw^ 
held,  was  composed  of  influential  characters  in  the  States  of  Connecticut  and  Sew  Yo-i, 
TIm  tAttt^f  Puuu^hamiU  whftHm&aam  of  JYaUon,  to  dispoMew  tba  wttlcn  ly  la 
amied  iovee,  uniifld  thftteMBfiBny  in  a  fMolillioii  to  tappoit  thm.  Thej  oOemd  a  bootf 
of  two  hundred  aciM  of  land,  to  eveiy  Able  bodfed  mn  who  nwild  edtle  mmoog  tbtm. 
lAany  had  already  accepted  of  these  terms  of  enlistment,  and  marcbed  to  tl^  land  of  cocfit^ 
The  puttiers  were  emigrants  from  Connecticul,  where  their  friends,  eonnexiom  nnrl  aflherrntj^ 
reriiainnl.  The  Legislature  of  Connecticut^  iheir  parent  State,  which  haJ  by  her  pabiic  act< 
couuieuanoed  the  forming  of  that  setliement,  were,  to  use  the  words  of  some  of  tbc  witocMes. 
in^t  flHBe  tikvflMNMOt  thtjr  btwd  «f  tiM  eondw* of  PenniyfiMii^  wMdi  tbcj  linuiM 
villi  the  «pltlMta  «f  "  fifiid  and  iB^wkj*  and  wkh  moch  diffieol^f^ 
their  reeentment. 

But  danger  did  not  threaten  from  these  qnarters  only,  and  Pen-nsylrania  had  pf  rhtp?  «t3 
more  t(»  apprehend  from  nnofhrr.  It  was  made  appear  fit  the  bar  of  the  House,  an  J  if  in- 
quiry had  not  been  precluded,  it  nii^ht  have  appeared  a^^ain.  that  shortly  befbre  the  {hamag 
of  the  act,  CoL  Ethan  Allen,  one  of  the  piindpftl  founders  of  Vermont,  bad  been  at  Wjo* 
aiing,  and  joinad  fai  tha  plaa  of  arading  a  naw  State,  and  that  ha  and  bb  ftlWvm  wore  te 
ha  lawaidid  bj  a  ihua  of  tba  buida  kit  thairaervhsoaj  that  ho  had  letiuiMd  hamt^  aa  waa 
pnhabia  fiam  drcamstenceo^  with  tba  liow  of  collecting  his  ttreaglb  to  caciy  tUa  |iha 
into  execution.  It  would  not  have  become  Pennsyltania  at  any  time,  mneh  less  in  bcrthen 
feeMr  and  distracted  f tf^te,  to  heboid  toch  a daogoiooi  oomhinatioD  mth  iodlflenooe,  oc  tobf 
inatt«[itive  to  the  breaking  of  it. 

Nor  was  this  all ;  for  it  appeared  from  very  respe(^ble  evidence  given  at  the  bar»  thit  a 
fiUhiinan  of  high  rank  fai  tha  Iota  awy,  had  at  tha.  ama  tfma  iMolasd  on  naieliinf  «tt  a 
Jaijfa  tnin  of  bit  ftttawaia  ta  l¥ffmUitgf  and  oflor  loUfiug  tfaon,  to  ihaia  ona  cfwiwwa  Ail 
vMl  tboiO  who  had  alone  baffled  Pennsylwinia  in  all  her  iltenipts  to  expel  t!iem.  Asd  K 
is  equally  certain,  that  ns  thr  insurrection  in  Masaachuscfts  had  jvM  h^en  quelled,  tlicre 
too  much  reason  to  fear,  tiiat  the  ringleaders  and  tlieir  followers  mi^^ht  take  the  same  course. 
What  was  it  but  thi«  that  induced  Pmn«y/vania  to  offer  additional  rewards  for  apprehendioff 
them  1  Whether  a  mistaken  policy  on  the  part  of  Pennsylvania,  prejudice  agidnst  her,  or  the 
iwifaigiofhwiiwiitybiliwwofdaiotod^fletimi^ladt^ 

iiiMeUMjdldaxiot,aiidhorftifh  woapligblodhjadliaui  aoalnetinoitelohvetk  iIkm. 

Thus  iitaolid,  did  sound  policy  call  for  girding  on  the  sword  BguMt  nnmrrous  bands  of 
gathering  foes,  or  for  the  adoption  of  those  lenient  but  honourable  measurea,  which  had  heea 

so  wnrrn!y  rerommetided  Tiy  disint^ref»ted  and  well  informed  judges.  Penn^yfrar^ia  moea- 
bered  that  the  Connu-dcui  claimanti*,  had  alone  and  unBupportcd  for  many  years  ba^ed  s9 
Iwr  exertions  to  establish  her  autiu>rity  among  thctn.  She  had  seen  them  increasing  in  num- 
hafaandpiMiNifanddalltbilrdifSoQhitOt  Sbaaawdai^powtttceBiibliiattoliafeniiaJapJfci^ 
bif  agoimtbit*  Bbeoaif  beiodfhirtjatf  anaijgod  ftanahNigiahailhaiUMuaaiidaUoody  wil 
She  eaw  her  tfeeaima  ashaiMled,  and  her  cHiaena  o verburthened  with  taxes.  She  «w  geneni 
lelactance,  and  sometimes  a  rcftisal  in  her  militia,  to  risk  their  lives  in  what  w-^c  roTii'id^-rtJ 
by  some  an  the  quarrel  of  indivWuals  about  their  speculations  in  lands.  Hv  j  arty  broil*  fit 
was  enervated  at  home,  and  from  the  prejudice  which  had  been  excited  by  her  preft^riog 
arms  to  the  lenient,  but  dignified  measures  which  had  been  xecommeoded  after  tite  deeiat  il 
the  had  little  to  hope  and  niMb  ta  iNtf  fton  abtoid.  PtoVlfeal  astganciee  dek^ 
abied  her  chole%  and  eeUed  Ibr  inmadfato  aetien.  A  email  deby  ndgbt  haae  plunged  hm 
{■10  a  loBf  and  expemlae  war,  or  obliged  her  to  retreat  with  the  loas  of  reputation.  Tm 
these  ren-^on*'.  the  aft  appenrs  to  have  been  founded  in  wisdom,  jrj«tTre  ?in<l  soun<!  p^'^Ficj', 
and  if  ttie  epithets  now  liostowoLl  u[i<ni  it  apply  at  all,  it  must  be  to  the  bill  for  it-s  rcjxMl 

4ih.  Because  the  act  hath,  bo  far  as  depended  on  the  ConneeliciU  claimants  had  tlir  f  fleets 
proposed,  and  tbe  aliegatiopf  to  the  eoDtruy,  in  the  pieamble  to  the  bill  iir  ita  repeal,  aie 
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uniouiuieU.  It  was  ineontetlibly  protcd  on  a/ormer  orcasion,  ai  the  hat  the  House,  ihai 
iJU  ComnscUeui  tMm§nt$  wAom  righit  Kmd  kmm,  acquired  previous  to  the  dstrse  «l  TVti*- 
i0n^mttd  vi^wemUu  mfyptrmu  kuhtied  kt  th§ mi,  wtre  ftiftdlf  mtt^Ui  th^suMf 
mmd  ikat  aU  ^  them^  except  six  or  •ight,  had  mtwfllirf  i»  Ifttf  guMnmmit  and  law  <^ 

JPenasylTania ;  that  all  thoae  who  had  been  diapowd  to  join  Umoi,  had  abandoned  their  de* 

»iwn,  fxrrpt  the  half-Bbaro  men,  who  had  comn  flmon'^  them  wnc*-  (he  decree  nt  Trenton;  and 
whi)  «rrr  mA  inclujed  in  the  act.    Thcw  being  too  insi^^iiiliciint  td  maki-  any  foniiiJahle 
opposiuun,  have  either  abandoned  the  sciUeoieat,  or,  enoouraged  by  the  waveriog  conduct  of 
lVimf9<Mii«^  mnna  nnij  to  Mwv  thflir  aM^^ 
be  indiwed  ta  joia  lliin. 

Hmce  the  most  sthltMy  efiecta  have  been  derived  fnuk  tbe  lair ;  and  mt,  perhap»  mow 
expensive  than  the  compensation  to  have  been  made,  was  avoided ;  peace  and  tranquillity 
were  rc^itored,  or  rather  t<x)k  place  for  the  first  time  The  government  and  laws  of  Prnnsgl^ 
vania  have  been  establuhcd  and  had  their  itise  up<'ration,  and  allies, formidable  from  their 
uumbem  and  situation,  abandoned  their  hostile  views. 

Tlitti  the  great  ubjecu  wUektbe  Legislatim  liid  im  view,  in  \\mA9g  tteCoiifinaingLftw, 
hK^mJay  hma  ■flcomplMwd.  Tbi^  won  pritlpriiy  4JMM.->kt.  To  oonfliHiie  the niadj 
of  those  Claimants  ;  to  iodooe  them  to  relinquish  tlltir  designs  of  absolutely  rcjediqg  tho 
jurliiJiction  of  this  State,  and  in  conjunction  with  others  who  had  a«»ociated,  and  were  pre- 
parinf^  to  a^ociate  with  thcni,  of  erertinw  n  new  nnd  independent  Stntr  in  that  nnsl  the  adja- 
cent country.  2d.  To  put  an  end  tu  iliu  JitfUe^s,  expense  aiui  bloodshed,  which,  during  a 
«riM  of  years  had  attended  this  disputo »  and  to  prevent  the  still  more  serious  evik  of  a  civil 
w,  which  not  oolj  ft  cooliaijpoUcgr,  bat  o<Miyrf  that  liliiiMywinilfiwtowoiolilw^ 
piDdiieet  tho  MBMBWi  which  thowpaoplowwothwtpaw^ 

UUjA  inoe*  3iL  A  further  object  of  thai  kw  was,  that  by  having  their  Unds  confirmed  to 
them,  those  people  might  be  induced  not  only  to  relinquish  tlic  defiirrnn  already  mentioned, 
but  to  submit  to  tho  government,  and  l>ecome  udoful  aa  well  as  jH  aceultlo  citir.cnB  ul  this  Siiit^ 
4lh.  Another  object  and  it  vias  an  ot^ect  of  high  importance,  was  to  render  practicable  ilio 
ccttlemcot  of  an  extensive  tidj/touA  conntiy,  to  wbieh  the  cootentkm  aboot  the  Wyoailof 
Iwdi  bad  for  DBcny  years  provad  ft  Atal  hoc  Tbcaa  waaathogNal  ofcifactaof  thoGonira^ 
inf  JUwt  thaw  wantbaeflaotopMpoaadandoxpoetadloMnilt  fiwbit;  and  the  oMOt  baa 
justified  the  expectation.  The  adjuaant  oaontiy  is  in  a  train  of  asttkaant,  and  if  the  county 
of  LuTerne  itself  has  not  greatly  increamvl  in  ^K>pulatioii  and  iapWWaaaaBlt  it  ia  to  ho  attlir 
buted  to  thti  long  suspension  of  the  CnTiiinuing  Law. 

5lh.  Because  the  preamble  cont;ana  most  indecent  and  unwarranubic  rcdecuona  on  the 
Aseembly,  by  whidi  tbo  Confimiitf  Low  wac  OBaclid.  Tbat  Aaiamblywaa  iiapM and  wjUt 
tha  waigbty  aonaidawiinna  abofojtaiad;  caaridawtiflBa  wbiab  laoiifod  addMeiiftl  feooe  ftoai 
aMOj  collateral  dicumstances,  whicli  a  retrospect  to  the  numerous  miadiiaA  wfaich  had  flowed 
fionn  tho  dbputo  about  the  Wyoming  lands  could  not  fail  to  bring  to  remembrance.  That 
Assembly  must  have  recollected  the  many  fruilleps  nttempts  of  ijovernment  to  extend  its  juri^ 
diction  over  that  eonntry,  and  hnvp  seen  that  tin'  ubutack  k  to  il  vvtr»-  <i  iily  irn  rcaising.  They 
saw  that  there  wots  but  ihin  aittiiuaUve,  either  to  confirm  tiio  lauds  to  the  old  Connecticut 
mtUsn,  or  immadtatelj  to  laiaa  a  aiUitary  force,  with  tbo  bafo  of  aabdiaag  thaai.  Tbaj 
cbaaa tho  fbiaar,  aad  diatatoiaalod mm efacaad  jn^jmaat,  approvod tho  ofaoba. ,  Ula woB 
kaowa  tbal  at  tbo  time  when  that  law  pawad  tboaoioaof  tbaaa8lalaawftabntaao|ioof 
OftOd ;  that  the  paopla  of  Wyoming,  amidst  many  8ufi*erings  and  oppressions,  received  coun- 
tenance from  their  jMirent  State,  Conneriicut ;  that  they  had  numerous*  nnd  interested  con- 
nexions in  that  State;  nnd  that  undt  r  snrh  circumstance,  a  war  commenced  against  the 
Wyoming  scUlers  mtgiit  have  drawn  alter  it  very  senous  consequences.  A  Le;gisUtoiO 
pasMf  tbo  Confirming  Law,  Ibr  aaeh  faaaoaa  aad  aadar  aach  Impraariani^  ought  not  10  bo 
obaigad  with  doii«  it  bMtily  and  fritboat  dno  coBfldeiatkn*  It  wao  a  roaaaaw  which  wo 
have  seen  had  been  loaoaiaMBded  to  the  Stato  by  aian  lo  whcoa  judgment,  in  this  case,  tho 
bighoit  dafaianoa  woa  daa^  and  whaaa  diwaiaiaaat  aad  la^pHlioliiQr  o^bt  act  to  bo  im- 
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peached  by  this  House.   And  various  iransaclions  of  the  Legidatare,  at  di&rtat  frfiait, 
bdhra  tha  Coofirming  Um  wm  niMie,  ciwiy  witiiftrt  tMr  opMoQ  tfn* 
ptovWoQ o^glit to b» muto ferllM  Cnuieeflinil  GMffMnAr,  wh» ImI  mUMIbi 
ttlb«tlwdB6n»iftT«iala«,aiidfi«tlieiiMM  inoftf  clOdm 

HMiIttoilde  of  them  hadjktitn^  flglitil^  apiinst  the  saragee.  A  law  pase^od  oniier  sadi  ciR«» 
rtances  cannot  justly  becalVpd  unron^tittHton!]  At  the  timo  when  the  Confirming  Law  -wim 
p«w(?  thi-  General  Ai»-"^<'ml>!v  had  the  exclusive  ri(»hi  to  ju<UTp  of  itn  ripediency.  pr-jifsJy 
and  necessity;  and  even  admitting,  (which  we  do  not  admit)  that  the  Aseetnbly  had  oi 
lbaMpaiiililbniMdni«iiwiMttsjudg{uent;  yet  i»lhr  w^ipttititfewigageiMWiU  t  itiiMi 
Chey  am  irrevoeaMy  binding  on  the  Stata^  and  ctanot  be  cancded  wHbool  tbe  obbmmI 
those  to  or  wWi  ivIund  they  ««re  made. 

0th.  Becatue  all  the  acts  of  the  Legislature  which  appear  on  their  joumaU  nooe  the  Cofr> 
firmirifj  L«wwa«  j>,trs<=«1  mnnifert  an  intf'niion,  ultimnfp'lv,  to  p*riWt«h  thr  Haim  vfthe  Ccn- 
ntclicut  Claimants.  Whin  nrcidcntal  r?m«f*««  hm]  rcn  U  red  it  impossible  for  al!  of  tb«*aj^ 
exhtUt  their  claims  within  the  tioie  prescribed  by  the  Contirming  Law,  the  pRTWcr  of  til 
CemnriaiimiWi  WM  awytBilwl  by «kw  imi» Ibf  that  purpose;  lett  by  a  putfdii 
•fdiiiit,(ii*Uciiooold  ipflyoiiiy  to  aadhavfh^F  bad«B«f»|Mtiiallyt» 
1b^)  mneb  mbahiaf  and  conflMfon  should  arise.  But  ^bm  Mwpensioo  of  a  law  is  in  its  iia< 
tnre  only  a  temporary  measure;  nnd  in  this  case  It  wtiR  erpres^ly  declared  to  be  enfy  mA 
the  Le^;i?lat«m  shmilfl  make  further  pfovisione  and  remiln^ionB  in  the  prerTii«t«*.  At  the  sum 
time  a  l)ill  was  iniruducod,  adopted,  and  published  for  consideration,  lor  ilie  purposr-  c4 frafH- 
ing  the  seventeeii  towns  entire  to  the  CvnneclutuM  ClaimanU  ;  a  grant  that  there  t»  aifikirnt 
•viAwM  to  flhmr  would  giaitly  h«vo  aawiirfad  tko  dalm  iriUelb  eonU  hum 
«Dd«rtho  Coaflrmiiif  Law.  Thoawttdoy  mwwKio  moptaaod,  toawtbotha  the 
Execntive  Council  to  take  pwyar  neasuree  for  ascertaining  the  quantity  and  raloe  cf  lli 
land  claitnod  by  Pcnn.vy/rania  owners,  to  be  reported  at  the  next  ?.  s?ion,  "  that  the  Heosi 
might  the  betTor  hp  enabled  to  decide  uj>o!i  ilio  ('oni|>eji»ation  to  be  made  them."  Ail  djfsc 
transactions  tooii  piace  lon;j  alter  the  Confirratng  Law  had  been  enacted,  and  ihcr  will  aJrrA 
of  but  one  or  two  meanings Either  that  the  Legislature  still  judged  it  proper  and  ttecf»^ 
Mjbettstiaily  to  emy  the ConiiBiIng  Leer  na»  emmen, and  aemlefeirtiseBy  l»de Jl;  m, 
tlMftilweDgettiaeaoiiewUchliifodidllMpMringori^i^  teMMhftm^  Atta 

lepeal  of  it  would  have  been  dangerous,  and  therefore,  that  the  Suspendiag  Lew,  the  Ui  it 
granting  the  seventeen  towns  entire,  and  the  rc»«olntion  prcpsmtorv  to  the  making  competr?*' 
tion  to  thf  Penn^ylrania  Claimant:^  were  necciwary  to  excue  in  ihr  (  )nn.ectieui  ^SetHen 
an  cxp-ctation  of  a  ftnoi  establi«4imcnt  of  their  claims,  to  soothe  and  keep  them  quiet,  to  fn- 
ventany  accesMonof  foree,  and  to  detach  framttMOitiiair  new  aaaBeiitei ;  bni  that  when  tbes 
iriewa  flheold  be  aecomplished,  and  wbaa  it  abeoM  be  tend  that  the  Jd^^ 
muawBoHh  wae  eomplofeely  eileMiahed  in  Laeme  eoonly,  the  CfmfinBtng  Letw  ehoM  It 
repealed.  But  if  some,  by  their  conduct  in  this  boaiaess  are  disposed  to  impale  such  bsic 
and  riiohonorable  motives  to  a  former  L(^gislatttrS|  WO  «l«  net  Tlto  obneoa  «oneCiWBliM  d 
those  jiuhlic  acts  forbids  the  suspicion. 

7th.  Because  the  grants  at  land  suicmnlv  made  by  the  Continning  La%v  to  the  dmnecti' 
cnl  Ctoiimmto,  eaniveto  them  elftelive  titles,  and  the  property  thereby  veeled  in  tbcn  cb» 
Bel  be  taken  torn  tbea,  whhoat  pioviding Ibr  thert a cereplete eompenaeHen.  BoftMCh 
mnpntiealkin  noubl  far  exeaed  that  which  has  lieen  engaged  to  the  Peitntyfwani^  Ckdm^ 
ants:  Therefore,  if  the  mere  InUreH  of  the  State  be  regarded,  the  Confirming  Lav 
ouff!it  not  to  l)€  repealed.  Tlie  journals  and  file*  of  the  Legislature  clearly  slwvc  that 
the  AK.«<ctnbly  which  enartcd  tin'  Inw  for  confirnimg  to  the  Cfrnnrrtirnt  Clai,ni7i;^  t^s 
lands  by  them  claimed  lu  the  county  oi  Luzernt,  were  not  ignorant  ul  the  maguiiuJ«  ot  tier 
grant. 

The  petHion  eTtheaecMniantaeKpttelily  atalea,  thaltfaeir  eliltte  nUaM  thnw^h  ernn- 
teen  towns  generally  of  five  miles  square,  and  to  some  detached  loli^  and  the 
thit  petMlea  Mfttltd  m  the  AMenUjf  that  the  patlden 
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In  adiiitioa  to  this,  the  Uw  by  reUtive  terms  refer*  to  the  petition  ;  \»  fbanded  upon  and 
confined  to  lt|  nid  m  tlwddim  km  theiw  HKted,  U  b  but  a  trifling  with  ivoidi  to  8a>  ,  that 
The  L^^Mlatnre  hid  not  pioper  infbraifttioii  of  the  leagnitiide  of  the  gnnt." 

8tb.  Because,  if  we  ehottU  aej  that  at  the  time  the  Confirming  Law  was  enacted,  there  did 
not  exist  sufficient  reasonn  for  passing  it ;  if  wo  should  declare  in  the  words  of  the  proanible 
of  the  rpj)calinj»  law,  "  thnt  it  was  hastily  jmssod  without  due  congiJeration  ;"  it  would  be  to 
accuse  that  Lc^platurc  ot  cnuiinal  improvidence,  and  inattention  to  their  dutv.  But  no  eub- 
seqiMnt  Legisklure  can  be  justilied  in  doing  lUut,  unless  (which  is  im|XMsible)  they  cau  see 
«Bd  led  eU  thoie  miOM  aod  kopneta*  ludto  whkh  the  Ibw  irigin^ 

Ml.  Bwanee^  if  the  lepeeKng  litw  eoold  poealblj  pvodiice  the  eflbet  imended  by  ite  enp* 
|Mntei%  it  will  nevcrtbelesa  bring  an  iodetible  di«giMe  on  the  State.  It  will  show  that  not 
honour  and  iii«»t!rp,  hut  mere  mercenary  vi<?w!»,  governed  it««  conduct  ;  tliat  it  held  itself 
bound  by  it«  contracts,  only  when  a  fulfilaient  of  them  coincided  with  its  interests;  and  thai 
tbotigb  by  its  laws,  it  will  com|)el  tiie  honest  performance  of  diiiadvaatugeous  contracts,  en- 
lM«d  into  by  individual  citiieiie,  yet  in  iti  own  case,  aetting  iiaelf  abore  the  law,  it  will  paj 

im,  Btmam  the  fi«l  a^eel  of  th^  Coofinaiag  Law,  nUle  It  fSMlmlee  the  Mth» 
beaenr  end  dq^nily  of  the  State,  will  not  procure  any  equivalent,  if,  in  the  nature  of  things, 
Xhf'Tf  ran  }yo  any  j>ossiliIe  equivalent  for  the  sacrifice  of  those  proat  principles  of  society  and 
government ;  becauiw  the  re|)oal,  itself,  will  be  nugatory,  for  it  b  an  infraction  of  the  laws 
of  nations,  a  violation  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Unitod  States,  an  ex  -post  facia  law,  a  law 
violating  the  obligation  of  a  solema  public  contract,  and  the  courts  of  the  United  States  moifc 
peonoanoe  it  to  be  of  no  efleet.  Hsnoe  the  felly  of  the  repeal  will  equal  ile  injuetioe}  lor 
tleie  sHQ  not  imaineven  the  paltiy  eonaidentiDn  of  iirtsretl  toconsDle  the  Statb  fat  the  loaf 
of  iti  honear,  dignity  and  faith.  It  i#  too  p^oheble  that  Ae  mlaehiefr  neMlting  from  the  oie»> 
sure  may  be  serious  in  their  nature  and  of  long  contmannce.  Those  who  were  appeased  by  a 
gooil  policy,  will  not  be  appeased  by  a  faithless  one  :  and  tho.-»e  who  formerly  joined  them,  from 
motives  uf  humanity,  may  do  it  again,  from  the  adUiitonal  one  of  our  iiaviag  added  treachery 
to  %i<Jenoe.  Whatever  may  be  the  event,  we  diaeent  from  the  irate  paesing  the  bill  into  n 
law,  and  deriie  that  oar  leeaoneaey  beteeeided  in  jeelHieetioi^ef  em  conduct,  andlbrtbe 
Infarmetien  ef  oar  eomtitnente.  William  Lnrii| 

JOUN  N£VIL, 

Obaduh  Gore, 
SAMrEi,  Anhmrad, 
  HtXRY  Di;^xy. 

OPINION. 

"JU(l;;c  Bracken ridj^e,  in  rnrkhwtt  verms  Anderson.  (Binney'-  Rcpnrta,  Vol.  iii,  page  10.) 
*'  Th*:  appoarance  of  vnj,h.t  winch  tbo  Si^uebaana  Compuny,  a  people  of  Connecticut,  had 
to  advance  a  claim  to  this  district  of  country,  is  in  my  mind  in  conaidering  the  case  before 
Bie.  I  do  not  view  them  in  the  light  of  lieapaMefa)  with  a  full  knowledge  of  their  want  of 
title.  At  all  evenia^  the  bulk  of  them  do  not  appear  to  have  beeh  apprieed  of  their  want  of 
title,  and  I  make  a  great  distinction  lietwven  tiei|Meienit  knowing,  or  having  good  ttMon  M 
know,  their  defea  of  title^  and  eneh  ae  may  leaeonafaly  be  enppoaed  to  be  ignorant  of  whel 
they  are  about, 

"  iK  for."  ilie  drrree  of  Trenton,  the  most  intelligent  and  the  \)ceX  informed,  might  have  been 
led  to  believe  that  the  part  of  the  country  in  qu^on  toae  ttiUed  ntutor  a  aooD  TtTtrft  Aooi 
the  Sleta  ef jConoeetient.'' 

"Bat''  Inftnonrof  theee  whehadeeftledaadertheiilenof  npiodtiil^  and  with  an  es» 
pectation  of  enjoying  the  land  which  they  were  improving  krA  d^ending^tX  agmatriak  and 
with  much  loss,  from  the  common  enemy  during  the  I?croluti<mnry  var,  rvr.nr,  la  a  claim 
which  ou^ht  not  wholly  te  be  dtarc)(anled*  I  do  not  call  H  a  right,  but  a  cUim,  on  Uie  ground 
of  ooiaL  obligation." 
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Oitti  readers  have  been  apprized  that  a  partof  tlte'|!IW]ple  of  W«l- 
moreland  were  located  on  the  Lackawaxen,  [now  Wayne  coiinf|^] 
and  that  it  was  designated  in  the  ancient  records  as  the  «*  Ladka- 
wa**  settlement  To  WAKBinr  J.  Wooowaid,  Esq.,  t  am  indebted 

for  the  interesting  details  which  follow.  '•»»-tjagJv 

Separated  by  many  miles  of  wilderness  and  mountain,  although 
under  the  same  goTBrnment,  and  the  people  coming  to  Wilkesbarre 
to  Courls  and  Elections,  the  intercourse  could  not  be  frequent,  and 
distance  divided  their  interests  and  their  foi  tunes.  The  in- Mioir 
will  be  found  full  of  interest,  rescues  from  oblivion  fast  fading  facts, 
and  adds  valuable  matter  to  the  history  of  Wyoming)  and  the  eariy 
settlements  in  north-'Castern  Pennsylvania.         '  u^^^r^.m^^m 


THE  WALLENPAUPACK. 

A  tract  of  country  lying  upon  the  Wallenpaupaek  croek» 
nontained  in  what  is  now  Pahnyra  township»  Pilie  eonnty,  was  settled 
at  the  time  of  the  emigration  of  the  Wyoming  pioneers  from  Coaneo* 
tient.  The  details  that  aie  sttbjoined» ooataia  the eatira  bielotyef 
its  settlement,  which  traditbn  has  preserred. 

In  1752,  the  county  of  Northampton  was  erected.  Of  ihis  county, 
the  couniry  along  the  Wallenpaupaek  was  a  part.  Whether  Connec- 
ticut, at  the  time  of  the  emigration,  claimed  the  ownership  of,  and 
civil  Jurisdiction  over  this  colony,  I  have  had  no  means  of  ascortaiA- 
ingi 

A  warrant  was  issued  out  e£  the  Proprietary  Oflice,  25th  Nofeos- 
ber,  1746,  under  which  a  tract  of  land  upon  the  Wallenpaapadt 
creek,  containing  12,150  acresy  was  surveyed  14th  October,  1761, 

for  the  use  of  the  Proprietaries  of  Pennsylvania,**  called  *■  The 
Wallenpaupaek  Manor."  Slst  February,  1798,  this  manor  was  con- 
veyed to  the  lion.  James  Wilson,  who  gave  mortgage  to  John  Venn, 
elder,  aud  John  Peon,  younger,  the  veudurii.   In  1804,  when  this 
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))art  of  Norttaunpleii  had  become  Wayne  county,*  the  mortgage  of 
Judge  Wilfoa  w«f  fbrackMed^  and  the  land  paichased  by  Sanmal 
Sitgreavasi  of  £at(0D>  in  trust  hr  the  Pann  haira.  The  settlers  at 
that  time  residing  on  the  manor.  t>ought  the  land  of  Sitgreaves,  who 
made  to  them  the  first  title  that  was  ever  in  the  hands  of  the  actual 
occupants  of  the  land. 

Some  time  beiwood  tire  years  1750  and  1760,  a  family,  named 
Carter,  settied  upon  tfie  Wallenpaupack  creek.  This  is  supposed 
to  have  been  the  tirst  white  family  that  ever  visited  the  neighbor* 
hood.  The  spot  upon  which  the  house  was  built  is  in  view  of  the 
road  leading  from  Sterling,  {QJ^  this  is  the  road  running  parallel 
y^iih  the  Wallenpaapack,  the  whole  extent  of  the  settlement)  in 
Wayne  conntyt  to  the  Milfiird  and  Owego  turnpifcot  seven  miles 
•OQthwest  from  WilsonviHew  The  old  Indian  path,  from  CochectoA 
to  Wyoming,  crossed  the  Wallenpaupack  about  thirty  rods  bdow 
the  house  of  the  Carters.  During  the  French  and  Indian  war,  which 
commenced  ia  ll^ii,  the  members  of  the  family  were  all  murdered, 
and  the  house  was  burnt  by  a  trilx?  of  Indians  in  the  service  of  the 
French.  When  the  emif^rants  from  Connecticut  arrived  on  the 
banks  of  ike  Wallenpaupack,  the  chimney  of  the  house  aad  a  stoue 
mven  alone  were  standing. 

When  the  first  Wyoming  emigrants  from  Connecticut  reached  the 
Wallenpaupack,  the  mam  body  halted,  and  some  pioneers  were  sent 
fiirward  in  a  westerly  direction  to  procare  intdligenoe  of  the  p(^ 
aition  of  the  eonntry  on  the  Susquehanna.  The  pioneers  followed 
the  Indian  path  before  alluded  to,  Ieadin<^'  from  Cochecton  in  New 
York,  across  the  Lechawaxen,  to  the  point  on  the  Wallenpaupack 
below  the  Carter  house,  where  there  was  an  "  Indian  clearing,  "  and 
thence  to  the  "Indian  clearings"  on  the  Susquelianna.  This  path 
crossed  ^Cobb's  moantain.''  The  pioneers  attained  the  summit, 
from  which  the  Susquehanna  was  in  view,  in  the  evening,  and  built 
Ip  a  large  ire  to  indieate  to  the  asttiers  the  point  to  which  they 
should  direct  their  course.  The  neit  morning  the  emigrants  com- 
menced their  journey,  building  tlieir  road  as  they  proceeded  That 
road,  leaviRg  the  Sterling  road  before  mentioned  about  a  mile  down 
the  creek  below  the  site  of  the  Carter  house,  is  the  one  which  is  now 
consi  intly  traveled  between  Wilkesbarre  and  Milford.  It  is  said 
to  have  been  most  judiciously  located.   The  point  on  which  the  fire 

•  WajMcoantyfiMCfeetedui  1796.  %SmUk*§btm9,MB. 

Pfk*  wmUjt  in  wUch  til  Uinl  wm  Um  WftUanptaiMek  Mamr  ta  mir  eonttiiwd^  wm 
WMtadia  1814.  €  MM**  Lnw»,  ISO. 
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"was  built  on  Cobb's  mountain,  was  near  the  present  residence  of 
John  Cobb,  Esq.,  and  is  pointed  oai  by  tbc  people  midaiig  oa  tte 
Walleopaupeck  to  the  present  time. 

At  0one  period,  shortly  before  the  rerolvtioBary  wo*,  a  tttloBtfl 
vm  oommeneBd  at  Milford,  oa  the  Delaware*  now  the  capitBl  of  Ite 
,  oounty.  The  settlers  were  all  PenasyWaniaiA  Tfaii  ws  tht  adf 
Inbabiled  pert  of  what  ate  mm  Waytie  and  FiiBe  coualiev,  eaioepc 
Connccticot  colony  planted  on  the  Wallenpaupack.  The  emngi-aiitt 
to  tlie  latter  left  Connecticut  in  1774.  Witliin  a  year  after  their 
arrival,  two  townships  were  erected  nrrder  the  names  of  Lackaway 
and  Bozrah.  T^ie  former  wag  all  in  the  "  Wnl!enpeirp??ck  Manor:^ 
the  latter  lay  further  up  (he  creek,  and  but  a  sraaii,  if  any,  f>art  of  it 
was  included  in  the  Pennsylvania  Proprietary  warrant.  The  origi- 
nal settlers  all  located  themselves  in  the  Mrwliip  of  LAckawi^ 
Tbb  township  was  smrreyed  mto  fsrmst  and  each  emigrsnt  bad  oae 
of  them  alloted  to  him.  Each  lot  extended^  in  nniibrm  widths  back 
from  the  creek  to  the  moantain,  the  distance  of  a  mile.  The  width 
of  the  several  lots  was  i^doated  by  the  qtmlity  of  the  Inittora  laai 
lying  along  the  creek.  Tho  settlemoBt  extended  four  miles  and  a 
half  along  the  creek.  The  farrna  still  remain  of  tlie  sanne  size  as 
originally  fixed,  and  with  two  exceptions,  they  still  resiain  m  tbe 
possession  of  tlie  descendants  of  thrj  settler;?  ir;  1771. 

The  names  of  the  first  emigrants,  so  far  as  they  axe  remembered 
by  the  present  residents  upon  the  Wallenpaupack,  wefe Uriah  Chap* 
man,  Esq..*  Gapt.  Zebulon  Parrish,  Capt.  Eliab  Yarmira*  NaAhaui 
Ckites,  Zadook  Rillam»  Epbraim  Killam,  Jaeob  Kimble**  Emm  Woo^ 
ward,*  Isaae  Pbrrish,*  John  Killam*  Heaekiah  Bingbam,*  Jeha 
Ansley,*  Elijah  Winters,  John  Pellet,  Sr.,  John  FUIet»  Jf;,  Ahtl 
Kimble,  and  Walter  Kimble,  all  of  whom  returned  to  the  settleniesi 
after  the  revolution:  Joshun  Varnum,  who  was  killed  b}Mhe  Indians 
during  the  war;  Doctor  Amos  l\irks,  wiio  moved  to  Goshen,  in 
Orange  county,  New  York,  between  1774  and  1778  i  Silas  forts,* 

*  It  vppmtB  tm  the  Wcttnowland  RoconU,  Mareli  I,  1774,  '*  That  Inae  ParM  «m 
dhoaen  Uttdog  man;  SOai  Fkrkt^  sealar  of  wd^hu  anc)  laaaaofM;  Hesekiah  Btm^km, 
gmnd  juror;  Uriah  CbapittaD, liiitar,  [■awnafj;  Jpho  Anitey,awyt!yar<f iiighi»ty»i  8fci 

Parks,  solectnian, 
Jacob  Kimball  wan  chosen  tithing  man,  Deccuibcr,  1775. 

Capt.  ZebuloQ  Parrbh  waa  elected  tithing  man,  Dcctmbcr  I.3lh,  1776;  at  which  ckxtitoa 
Snoi  Woodward  waa  dioian  one  of  the  gmnd  jurors,  [the  laoMlat  «f  the  Bea.  Q.  W. 
Woodmod,  and  of  my  exoaBent  jonnf  ftiand  to  when  I  so  indehled  lor  Ihii  Bconh;] 

It  therefore  ap[>rars  that  the  "Lackawa"  M^ttlenient  Waa  not  mere);  withMl  tile  terrilQlW 
iw\\^  of  W(i«tn)oreLii;<'  int  united  in  juhodiclioii }  (akk|g  pMt  Ui  the  QovaraoMiii^  Md  ^ 
ending  ibeele^ooa  at  Wilke^wrrer 
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who  bad  two  eons,  <Nie,  Mc»se3,  afterwards  n  clergyman  in  New 
Jmey»  and  SiltOy  wbo  was  a  6kt  in  Cape  Detbte  Hewit'8  company, 
and  waa  killed  in  tha  battle  of  Wyoming,  never  yetmmed  after  the 
vaaolatian ;  Datid  Gates,  Jonathan  Haakell,  William  Pellet,  Cbarlea 
Forsyili,  Roger  Clark,        Strong,  JameeDye,  Nathaniel  Wath- 

burne,  Joseph  Wasliburnc,  •  Fry,  who  was  the  school iuastcr  of 

the  settlement,  and  James  Hallet,  none  of  whom  returned  to  the 
Wallenpaupack  after  the  flight  in  177S;  Je«per  Edwards  and  Reu- 
ben Jones,  who  wore  taken  priaoaers  by  ihe  lodiaos  in  the  course  of 
the  war  of  the  revolution. 

One  of  the  first  labours  of  the  settlers  after  their  emigration  waa 
the  evactkm  «f  a  fort.  Thia  fort,  whioh  was  probably  somewhat 
prindttvo  in  its  eonstrnction,  was  a  field  containing  about  an  acre, 
•sMToundad  by  a  trench,  into  which  upright  pieces  of  hewed  timber 
were  fimity  fixed*  The  spot  was  selected  finom  the  cireorostanoe 
of  its  containing  a  living  spring.  The  fort  was  erected  on  the 
eastern  side  of  the  Sterling  road,  almost  immediately  opposite  the 
point  where  the  road  leading  through  Suleni.  over  Cobb*s  mountain, 
and  aloim  the  Lacknwanna  to  tlie  Wvomirif:  SLtllcinenfs,  called  the 
**  Old  Wyoming  road,"  branches  off  from  the  Stcriing  road.  It  is 
aix  miles  southii^st  from  the  hamlet  now  marked  on  the  maps 
«s  Wilsonville.  Within  the  encbsed  space  was  a  block-house,  also 
built  of  squared  pieces  of  hewed  tunber,  upon  the  top  of  whioh  was  a 
•sentry-box,  made  boUet-prooC  There  was,  beside,  a  guard-house 
standing  just  east  of  the  block-house.  The  defences  were  so  con» 
stnteted  that  a  rifle  ball  fired  from  the  high  ground  on  the  east  into 
the  tort,  vvouhi  strike  the  pah^adca  on  the  opposite  side  above  a 
man's  head.  After  the  rumours  of  the  Iiiflian  troubles  on  the  Sus- 
quehanna reached  tlie  Wallenpaupack,  the  settlers  constantly  *;pent 
the  night  in  the  loct.  The  spring,  whose  existence  and  situation 
governed  the  cokmists  in  their  selection  of  a  stronghold,  ^tili  bubbles 
by  the  way  side,  and  nothing  but  a  pile  of  loose  stones  indicates  to 
the  traveler  the  formklable  neighborhood  to  which  it  has  been  ex* 
poaed* 

Once  fixed  in  their  new  abode,  and  prepared  to  defend  themselves 
from  the  incurskms  of  the  savages,  the  emigrants  agreed  upon  tha 

form  of  their  civil,  military  and  ecclesiastical  form  of  go%'ernment. 
Silas  Parks  was  the  first  Justice  of  Peace,  in  the  settlement.  lie 
brought  a  commission,  it  is  sujiposcd,  with  him  from  Conned icut. 
His  views  of  magisterial  dignity  and  decorum  were,  ho\ve\  ei ,  some- 
what more  liberal  than  those  which  the  people  among  whom  he. 
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administered  justice,  entertained.  It  was  discovered  that  he  pla5'<»d 
cards.  The  intelligence  was  immediutcly  forwarded  to  Connecticut, 
and  he  wos  superseded ;  Uriah  Chapman*  being  appoioled  in  km 
place.*  The  settlers  elected  a  coaBtable,  and  this  office  was 
■islered  by  Mr.  John  Killam,  duriiig»  probably,  the  whole  of  tika 
between  the  emigration  and  ITtS,  Capt.  Zebalon  Parriebt  waa  tto 
tithing  man  of  the  iettlement.  [From  the  etymology  of  thit  wmd, 
.and  from  its  meaning  in  the  Bnglish  law,  I  should  think  there  must 
have  been  three  tithing  men,  as  there  were  near  thirty  fanailiefij  but 
I  was  able  to  learn  the  narrK;  of  no  other  than  Capt.  Parrish-I 

Capt.  Eliab  Varnum,  had  the  command  of  the  trr>ops  of  the  ookNij* 
Jonathan  Haskell  was  lieutenant,  and  Elijah  Winters^  eoiigiL 

The  population  was  generally  composed  of  Presbyterians.  Om  the 
•Sabbath  the  whole  settlement  was  collected  together,  wheo  a  ear* 
mon  was  read.  The  observance  of  the  Lord's  Day  waa  r^idly 
enfinced,  and  the  morality  and  decoram  of  the  settlers  carefiilly 
insisted  upon. 

The  most  perfect  equality  existed  thoughout  the  settlement  as  to 
rights,  priyileges  and  property.  The  lands  were  diispoiicd  o\,  it  is 
believed,  by  lot.  The  title  of  each  man  to  Ins  land  was  the  consent, 
and  the  proof  of  his  title  was  the  memory,  of  his  neighbours.  Until 
1804,  when  the  land  was  purchased  at  shcrifTs  sale,  by  Mr. 
greaves,  no  deed  had  been  held  by  an  occupant  for  a  single  acre* 

A  saw-mill  was  built  upon  a  creek  flowing  into  the  Walleapas- 
pack,  about  a  mile  from  the  latter.   The  mouth  of  thie  mekssa 
mile  and  a  quarter  above  the  site  of  the  fort.  The  mill  waa 
by  the  Indians  in  1779. 

During  the  years  1777  and  1776,  the  settlers  upon  the  Wallenpan. 
pack  were  harassed  and  disturbed  by  some  Indians  who  had  their 
head-quarters  at  Cochecton,  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  Delaware 
river,  now  in  Sullivan  county,  New  York,  and  a  gang  of  tones  who 
infested  that  neighborhood.  Brantf  had  given  orders  to  the  Indiaai 
under  his  control,  not  to  molest  the  Wollenpaupack.  Those,  theie- 
fore,  by  whom  the  seltlemeDt  was  plundered,  were  a  band  of ' 


« **  I  tdl  Um  tale  M  »tWM  told  to  me."  Daring  tho  whoie  of  my  oonmsations  with  E*. 
qun  Kilhuh,  And  my  flthsr  InfiNimiiil^  om  of  whom  ww  «  du«fa«er  of  Ea^oire  Ciia{  man, 
now  tl^j'&n  ymxB  «ld,  (Mn.  S^bU  Kimbk)  I  fnd«>iwwd  to  ptuan  ram 
as  to  the  character  and  extent  of  the  jmitdBetioa  of  Conneetbot.  1  think  abo  kadi  im> 

iJiction  whritcvrr,  af  Jint. 

■t  He  ir  ivf  a  pas-port  to  one  Jenkins,  a  collector  of  (axr-?  in  Wyoming,  who  waa  tt.Veu 

prisoner  on  the  Wyatusing,  in  which  he  atated  that  the  WaiieD|)aupaGk  peoffa  **M 
alwa^a-baoD  kind  to  the  lodiaos.'* 
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bond  aeamps,  outcasts  from  all  tbe  recognised  tribes,  with  no  asso- 
ciates except  the  skinners  and  cow<boys  of  New  York. 

In  1777,  a  body  of  men,  eighteen  in  number,  were  seen  lurking  in 
the  "Great  Swamp,"  as  the  boiiom  land  along  the  Wallenpau  pack 
was  called.  They  were  discovered  by  a  young  girl,  a  daughter  of 
Nathaniel  Gates,*  (u  setjeant  in  Dethic  Hewet's  company,  and  a  sur- 
Tivor  of  the  Wyoming  massacre,)  as  she  was  looking  for  some  cows. 
She  gave  notice  to  the  officer  in  command  of  the  troops,  Lieut.  Jona- 
than Haskell,  and  he  collected  the  force  of  the  settlement,  and  suc« 
eeeded  in  capturing  the  whole  body.  They  proved  to  be  tories,  who 
had  deserted  from  the  American  army.  Lieat  Haskell  conducted 
them  to  Hartibrd,  whore  they  were  confined.t  It  it  supposed  that 
the  Lieotenant's  jonrney  was  a  profitable  one,  for  whereas  he  had 
but  one  cow  when  he  weiit  to  Ilai  tiord,  he  had  five  cows  wheu  he 
returned.    (So  says  Mrs.  Bennett.) 

On  the  night  of  the  3d  of  July,  177B,  the  officers  in  command,  to  try 
the  temper  of  the  troops,  caused  a  false  alarm  of  danger  to  be  made. 
The  moveables  of  the  settlement  were  hurried  into  the  fort.  Tbe 
whole  ibrce  of  the  colony  was  collected,  and  the  arms  and  ammuni' 
tioQ  prepared  for  service*  While  the  noise  and  clamour,  which  were 
the  consequence  of  the  alarm,  were  going  on,  a  body  of  sixty  Indians 
and  tories^  from  the  neighborhood  of  Cochecton,  approached  from  the 
direction  of  Wilsonville  to  within  half  a  mile  of  the  ibrt  They  told 
some  prisoners,  afterwards  captured,  that  their  object  was  to  carry 
off  the  cattle  belonging  to  the  settlement.  Tlie  preparations  at  the 
fort,  how^ever,  induced  them  to  believe  that  the  New  York  Indians, 
under  Biant,  had  attacked  the  settlement.  And  as  the  orders  were 
distinct  from  Brant,  that  they  should  not  interfere  with  the  Wallen- 
paupack;  and  feeling  that  their  presence  would  be  unwelcome  to 
the  Susquehanna  Indians,  they  retreated  to  the  Lechawaxen,  four  or 
five  miles  above  the  mouth  of  the  Wallenpaupack,  burning  •  grist- 
mil!  built  by  Joseph  Wasbbume,  at  what  is  now  Wilsonville. 

Among  these  tories  were  two,  named  Bryant  licKean  and  Hugh 
Jones.  From  the  traditions  that  have  come  down  to  us,  McKean 
appears  to  have  been  one  of  the  very  worst  of  the  very  bad  class  of 
men  to  which  he  belonged.    Both  he  and  Joues  were  at  one  time 

♦  This  girl  afterward  married  Stephen  Bennett.  I  saw  her  on  the  5th  of  May,  1B12, 
She  was  gcvcDty-eight  jears  of  age.  She  retaim  a  linguUrlj  distinct  recollection  oT  minute 
detaOsftwl  it  in  paiftct  lietllli. 

i  Abooi  tut  tiiiie^  probtblj,  thtt  fgnmmnA  of  CouMdieat  bcfaa  to  oioit  acoolrolowtf' 
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arresttd  by  Entign  Elijah  Winters  Upon  a  suspickMi  of  that  eon- 
nexion  with  the  Cochecton  Indiaii8»  and  brosght  before  the  anAori* 
ties  of  the  Wallenpaopack  settlement  No  satisfhctorj  pioof  eC  their 

guilt,  howeTer,  appearing*  they  were  dlseharged.  Some  tinse  dnring 

the  last  years  of  the  war  of  the  revolution,  McKean,  who  had  quar- 
relled with  one  of  his  neighbours,  one  night  procured  the  IfiJian? 
with  whom  he  was  connected,  to  burn  his  liouse  nnd  niiirdfr  hi? 
family.  He  described  the  situation  and  appearance  of  the  house, 
informing  the  Indians  that  his  neighbour  lived  upon  the  opposite  side 
of  a  small  stream  from  himself*  The  Indians  proceeded  to  do  his 
bidding,  but  in  doing  it*  they  made  a  mislake,  and  mnnlered 
family  and  burnt  the  bouse  of  McKean  himseK  Ftor  years  nfter  die 
war,  the  old  tory  was  traTeraiug  the  towns  in  the  neighborbood, 
seeking  sympathy  for  his  Misforfones  and  solietting  charity  from  the 
humane,  carrying  willi  him  a  statement  of  his  calamities,  only  omit- 
ting the  single  fact  that  they  were  calamities  of  fiis  own  procurina;. 

On  the  Ord  of  July,  1778,  the  Wyotmng  liagedy  was  ennrted.  A 
young  man  by  the  name  of  Hamm  ond,  who  escaped  from  the  In- 
dians, brought  the  news  the  next  afternoon  to  the  WalleopaupacL 
The  inhabitants,  alarmed  by  tlic  probably  exaggerated  account  they 
'  received  of  the  number  and  ferocity  of  the  6nemy,  prepared  for  im- 
mediate flight.  Preparations  were  hastily  made,  and  before  snnssl 
on  the  fourth  of  July  the  aettlers  were  on  their  way  to  the  Dela- 
ware riTcr.  A  number  of  the  women  and  children  were  so  sink  that 
they  had  to  be  carried  in  carts.  They  were  put  on  beds  placed  in 
the  bottom  of  the  carls,  and  in  that  situation  traveled  the  wii-i: 
night  and  all  the  next  day.  The  next  night,  5th  July,  the  settlers 
arrived  at  a  point  three  mile??  nbove  Milford,  upon  the  **  old  Wyo- 
ming road."  Hi  re  they  intended  to  pass  the  night.  Shortly  aftar 
they  halted,  they  heard,  however,  that  the  Indians,  (probably  the 
Cochecton  gang)  were  in  pursuit  of  them,  and  Ihey  were  compelled 
again  to  commence  their  march,  and  did  not  stop  until  they  bad 
reached  the  eastern  bank  of  the  Delaware.  The  cattle  bdongiag 
to  the  settlement  and  such  moveable  articles  as  were  portable,  were 
carried  away.  All  that  was  left  fell  into  the  bands  of  the  Cocfaectoo 
Indians  and  cow-boys. 

When  the  news  of  the  Wyoming  massacre  as  received  ?n  the 
settlement,  Captain  Zebulon  Parrish,  his  son  Jasper-,  nnd  S(e;»hen 
Kimble,  a  son  of  one  of  the  settlers,  went  down  on  horseback,  each 
with  a  led  horse,  to  the  Lechawaxeo,  a  short  distance  above  the 
mouth  of  the  Wallenpaupack,  for  the  purpose  of  gmug  notice  of  tbe 
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dftfifer  to  Mme  famitiet  who  resided  on  the  Lecha waxen.  The  namei 

of  ihc  scalers  were  Benjamin  Hayncs,  Da\i(l  rurci,  aod  Jiimoa 
Hofirrh.  They  were  Pennsylvanians,  who  luid  1  »cated  themselves 
upoa  th<?  river,  with  a  view  to  support  tli^nisclvcs  Uy  the  game  in 
the  neighborhood.  When  the  three  men  from  tlie  upper  settlement 
vers  Bear  the  mouth  of  the  Wallenpaupack,  they  were  eallod  to  by 
the  MOM  body  of  lories  and  Indians  who  had  long  been  prowling 
•bout  the  eowitry,  who  told  them  that  the  Siuquehanna  Indiam 
kad  attacked  and  caplnred  the  iahabitants  of  the  eettlenent,  and 
WTited  them  to  ems  the  craek  and  sarrender  themselves  prisoaers* 
threatening  to  fire  upon  them  if  they  did  not  do  so>  and  assaring 
tlioiu  of  kind  treatment  if  the  invitation  should  be  accepted.  The 
men  crossed  the  creek  and  surrendered  themselves.  Five  of  the 
horses  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Tndians.  One  horse  escaped  and 
was  recovered  by  the  settlers  in  their  retreat  to  the  Delaware. 

The  three  men  were  carried  into  the  State  of  New  York,  and  re- 
tained prisoners  until  the  close  of  the  revolutionary  war.  After 
peaee  was  made  Capt.  Parrish  returned  to  his  family.  Jesper,  his 
eon,  was  soon  after  appointed  Indian  interpreter  by  the  authorities 
of  the  United  Stales^  being  employed  in  the  intercourse  of  the 
€rO¥ernment  with  the  Six  Nations.  He  remained  in  that  eapacity 
until  the  time  of  his  death*  He  lived  near  Canandaigua.  Stephen 
Kimble  died  a  prisoner  among  the  Indiana. 

Stephen  Parrish,  or"  Doctor  Tan  ish,"  as  he  was  called,  anotlicr 
son  of  the  Captain,  and  one  of  the  settlers  named  Ruben  Jones,  ^vere 
also  taken  prisoners  about  the  time  of  the  Hight  from  the  Wallenpau- 
pack.  Stephen  was  a  weak,  feeble  man,  and  while  a  prisoner  was 
tanght  the  mysteries  of  the  Indian  materia  medica*  He  returned 
after  the  war  and  resided  with  his  family  until  1818,  when  he  re* 
amed  to  the  State  of  New  York,  and  died  near  Canandaigua.  He 
was  learned  in  the  herbs  and  charms  that  constituted  the  scientific 
knowledge  of  the  aboriginal  Doctor.  Ruben  Jones  returned  also, 
and  died  in  Wayne  county  thirty  years  ago. 

In  their  retreat  from  the  Wallcnpaupack,  most  of  the  settlers  fled 
to  Orange  county,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  where  they  remained 
until  the  close  of  the  war.  Some  few  families  went  back  to  Con- 
uecticut,  and  one  or  two  settled  down  on  the  Delaware  a  few  miles 
above  Milford.  M.iny  of  the  young  men  had  previously  enlisted  in 
the  American  army.  Ephraim  Killam,  son  of  Zadoek  Killam,  and 
Abel  Kimble,  ion  of  Jacob  Kimble,  were  in  the  battle  that  led  to 
the  retreat  of  General  Washington  from  Long  Island* 
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Id  August^  1778»  four  yon^g  men— John  Fellet,  Jumcit,  WalM 

Kimble,  Charles  Forsythe,  and  Uriah  Chapman,  Jantort  relarofld  t» 
the  Wnllcnpaupack  for  ihc  purpose  of  culling  hay.  They  comnwflh 
ced  working  at  the  upper  end  of  the  settlement,  and  had  cut  all  u*e  | 
hay  except  that  on  ti>e  land  of  Uriah  Chapman,  who  occupied  the 
farm  lowest  down  the  creeL  It  was  ia  the  atterooon.  Youog 
Chapman  left  his  work  to  go  to  a  neigliborijig  spring  for  water.  Im 
going  to  the  Bpring*  he  stopped  for  a  mooieiitt  and  0at»  wiiMtlisi^ 
upon  a  fence.  Thus  oecupiedt  an  Indian  rose  iiraai  a  covert  ami 
fired  at  him*  He  sprang  from  the  fence  tomrds  a  sled  near  Id^ 
on  which  the  young  men  had  deposited  their  gans.  As  he  atteroptel 
to  raise  a  gun,  he  first  discovered  that  be  was  woanded.  The  gaa 
dropped  from  his  hand,  and  he  ran  for  the  fort,  which  at  that  time 
was  still  standing.  The  other  young  men  had  licnrd  the  rep-^rt  of 
the  Indian's  rifle,  but  they  were  at  a  much  greater  distance  from 
their  arms  than  the  Indians  were,  and  they  also  fled  to  the  fort  for 
safety.  The  Indians  seized  the  guns  as  soon  as  Chapman  sprang 
from  the  fence.  Young  Chapman,  although  weak  from  tke  loss  e£ 
blood»  was  able  to  reach  the  fort  the  same  night,  though  soiaatiaia 
after  the  other  young  men  arrived  thera  The  ball  fired  by  tbe  la* 
dian  passed  through  his  right  arm  into  his  shoulder^  and  at  the  time 
of  his  deaths  fifly-one  years  afterwards,  it  was  feond  lo4ged  agaiast 
his  back-bone.  The  Indians  did  not  molest  the  settlers  that  night» 
though  they  lurked  uround  the  foi  l.  Tiie  next  day  the  young  men 
left  the  settlement. 

In  llie  spring  of  1779,  five  young  men  went  back  to  the  scltlriii  nt 
to  make  maple  sugar.  Tiieir  names  were  Ephraim  Killam»  Jcptha 
Killam,  Silas  Killam,  Ephraim  Kimble  and  Waiter  Kimble.  Tbqr 
chose  for  their  residence  a  log  house  standing  upon  a  point  now  eft 
the  road  from  Sterling,  in  Wayne  county,  to  the  Millbrd  and  Owisga 
Turnpike,  seven  miles  and  a  half  from  Wilsonville,  and  about  half  a 
mile  southwest  from  the  site  of  the  fort  The  fort  at  this  tiine  had 
been  destroyed.  A  stable  was  standing  seven  or  eight  rode  from  tbe 
house,  between  it  and  the  river.  A  day  or  two  after  their  arri  \  ul, 
when  they  had  tapped  some  maple  trees,  and  while  thoy  were  iiuiag 
up  their  house  for  temporary  use,  they  were  again  disturhed  by  the 
Indians.  One  evening,  two  of  ilic  young  men — Silas  Kiilara  and 
Walter  Kimbl^,  were  out  of  the  house,  the  former  collecting  sapfer 
coffee  for  breakfast,  and  the  latter  shooting  ducks,  whea  the  Indtaaa 
suddenly  surprised  them.  Silas  Killam,  who  was  nearest  the  houses 
Immediately  ran  towards  it|  some  of  the  Indians  pursaiiig  huiL  Ha 
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SQCceeded  in  reaching  the  house,  whao  the  door  was  opened  for  him 
by  his  brother  Ephretin.  At  he  entered,  one  of  the  Indiana  fired* 
'The  bell  atmck  a  nail  in  the  door-poat,  and  met  aneh  renttaiSce  that 
tlie  ball  wat  ahlveied  to  pieoM*  Borne  tUvera  atruok  Ephraini  in  the 
MXOL  The  aeara  leA  by  the  wonnd  were  perceptible  to  the  day  of  hia 
death.  Walter  Kimble,  finding  his  retreat  to  the  house  intercepted 
by  the  Indians,  ran  tu wards  the  lulls,  and  commenced  a  very  sudden 
and  expeditious  journey  to  the  Delaware.  The  Indians  followed  him 
sonic  distance,  but  he  is  said  to  have  been  remarkable  for  capacity  to 
endure  fatigue  and  for  speed  of  foot,*  and  his  pursuers  soon  aban- 
doned the  chase.  He  had  on  a  pair  of  looae  shoes,  so  large  that  he 
Miid  not  retain  them  on  hia  feet.  It  snowed  during  the  night,  the, 
•DOW  melting  naarly  as  fast  an  it  fell.  He  wae  compelled  to  throw 
mway  hia  ahoea,  and  took  a  pair  of  Indian  leggins  he  had  on,  and 
bomid  them  around  hia  feet  Thoa  provided  he  traveled  the  whole 
night  The  next  morning,  about  breakfast  time,  he  arrived  at  the 
house  of  his  brother  Abel,  at  a  place  called  "  Vantyne  Kill,"  a  mile 
above  Milford.  Mrs.  Sybil  Kimble,  the  wife  of  his  brother,  who  is 
still  living,  says  she  never  looked  upon  a  human  being  presenting  an 
appearance  so  pitiable  and  wretched,  lie  had  not  eaten  a  morsel 
in  more  than  twenty-four  hours,  and  he  eichtimed,  as  he  entered  the 
home,  with  tears  in  hia  eyea,  **  the  boys  are  all  dead."  The  boyi 
were  not  dead,  however.  Immediately  after  the  Indiana  had  driven 
Killam  into  the  honae,  they  built  up  a  fire  upon  the  aide  of  the 
atable  oppoaite  the  houae,  and  aettled  themaelvee  down  with  the  evi* 
dent  intention  of  besiej^ng  the  whites  and  starving  them  out.  As  the 
Indians  were  building  their  fire,  one  of  them  exposed  hims^df  in 
gathering  wood  and  was  fired  at  and  w  ounded  in  the  hip  by  Ephraim 
Kimble.  Of  this  wound  the  Indian  afterwards  died.  In  the  even- 
ing after  the  savages  became  still,  the  young  men  in  the  house  built 
up  a  large  fire  in  the  houae  and  left  it,  getting  out  of  the  window* 
They  took  their  course  towarda  the  Delaware.  The  next  morning 
they  croaaed  the  river  aeven  milea  below  Milfent  The  houae  wae 
burned  that  night  After  the  peace,  all  the  young  men  returned  to 

the  Wallenpaupack,  and  all  of  them  reaided  in  Pike  county  until  thev 
• 

♦  Thw  Walter  KtmUe  UMill  spoken  of  an  having  preaenteil  a  »ingulariy  inteirsting  spccU 
IB  «f  ths  M— MMf  hi#  agii.  Hi*  appearance  imnt  hmn  bean  iUMUog  aiul  imposing.  Uo 
bdaicribed  o  hiving  baan  a  uUjilfoiiflj-lbriiiBdfil^  grave, 
even  latarbia  m  his  ditpoiitioQ,  <)f  gicat  vigour  of  mind  and  foraa  of  diaracter.  B«  had  all 
the  virtue*  of  hia  genaratkm,  with  probablj  most  of  their  attontlant  faulu.  ftciolat«|  ^ 
artni»^hr«fab*wii»taBeaayaBdahi|^eb<fai<aaadiMh.  BadMiaOhkw 
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dcfifh,  except  Walter  Kimble  and  Jeptha  Kiliam.  TUey  left  laree 
IkmiJics,  and  their  descendaiits  are  among  th»  wealthiest  and  moat 
CBipectable  citiaeos  of  Wayne  and  Pike  comities.  No  furtber  mi* 
tempt  was  made  to  eeevpy  tbe  WaUen|MUipaQk  mitii  the  doeeef  llm 
wefthemoliitiMi. 

In  the  sammar  of  1779,  Bnmt  at  the  heidof  ibveeor  four  hnmbei 
Imliaiu  deaeended  theBalawafe  totheoKNith  ef  the  'Nwmimk^mmm 
.  miles  above  Milfbrd.    The  depredations  committed  in  the  neighbor- 
h<x>ti  aroused  the  fears  of  the  inhaldtarits  of  the  lower  counties  of  New 
York.    A  force  was  raised  in  Orange  county  and  the  vicmtty,  and 
placed  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Benjamin  Tustin.  Tiierewere 
four  or  five  hundred  men  collected,  who  were  anoad  in  tim  best  way 
the  necessity  of  immediate  action  permitted.  Tbe  aaYegae  retreated 
aa  aoon  aa  they  learned  they  were  about  to  he  moleated.  mmd  tbe 
whites  pursoed  theon.  The  Indiana  croeaed  the  Daleware  «t  eaaM 
point  between  tbe  month  of  the  Neversink  and  **Bntler^  Falbi** 
it  ia  supposed  about  five  miles  above  the  former.  The  Kew  Yctk 
troops  also  crossed  the  river.    About  three  or  four  miles  below  the 
mouth  of  the  Lechuwaxurj,  both  [)ariies  passed  to  ihi  eastern  side  of 
the  Delawnrr,  Brant  shortly  aftci  wards  turning  to  the  rigUt  and 
ascending  a  hiU  on  the  east,  n  mile  or  a  mile  and  a  half  fronn  the  river. 
The  Indians  passed  over  the  brow  of  tbe  hill,  and  the  whites  incaa- 
tiously  followed  in  pursuit.  When  the  militia  reached  tbe  top»  a  few 
Indiana  were  seen  in  front,  but  the  great  body  of  them  had  ended 
round  the  hill,  as  their  purstiera  had  ascended,  and  the  first  iottsaatian 
the  latter  received  of  the  errar  they  had  committed,  wna  eonieyed 
by  the  reports  of  the  rifles  of  the  former  upon  every  side  of  tfaam* 
The  militia  for  a  time  attempted  to  withstand  the  assaults  of  their 
concealed  enemies,  and  sumu  of  ihc  soldiers  shielded  ihemselves  Miih 
breast-works  thrown  up  from  the  loose  stones  scattered  around  ilkm. 
The  top  of  the  hill,  however,  was  c  ornpk  tcly  bare  of  timber,  and  the 
Indians  were  defended  by  the  trees  growing  upon  its  sides.  The 
New  York  troops  were  suffiMring  dreadfully,  whole  compeniea  foUiag 
at  every  fird^  while  their  enemies  scarcely  lost  a  man.  Finding  all 
efforts  to  make  raatstance  unavailing,  the  whites,  aflor  the  maasncre  af 
nearly  one-half  of  their  number,  commenced  their  flight  It  ia  aup- 
poaed  that  more  than  two  hundred  men  were  killed— among  tbeia 
Colonel  Tiistin,  the  Oiromander.   Moaea  Rillam,  a  settler  upon  ths 
Wallenpau(!ack,  who  died  there  in  1831,  and  from  whose  intelligent 
and  hospitable  son,  Moses  Killam,  Esq.,  the  foregoing  details  have  beta 
derived,  was  io  the  battle.   Ue  collected  the  stones  around  him  iata 
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»  son  of  tenporery  bmMl-workftad  be  believed  thai  if  theieneiMM 
oC  delbooe  hid  been  generall jr  tad  eonearledljr  leeorted  to^  the  troe|Ni 
imght  hevie  bees  ^menred  fiom  the  eeteetrophe  in  which  the  eostaet 
termineled.  It  is  eaid  that  the  heape  ef  etenee  oelleetod  bj  the  »!• 

<iiers  s^ll  remain  undistarbed,  to  mark  the  spot  were  these  ill-fhted 
liieii  were  sacrificed  to  the  craft  of  their  eneiuies,  and  the  thoiiizlit- 
lessness  and  inexperience  of  tlieir  oflfic<?rs.  The  Delaware  and  Hud- 
son Cnnn!  now  passes  within  little  more  than  a  mile  of  the  scene  of 
the  battle,  which  was  fought  a  short  distance  below  a  point  opposite 
the  point  of  the  Leebawai^n.  In  1628  or  the  bones  of  the 
slaaghtered  troeps  were  collected  by  the  oiliKas  of  Orange  Coiuity» 
aod  eooveyed  to  Goehen,  where  they  were  interred. 

Major  Wood,  one  of  the  officers  of  the  Orange  oounty  troops,  waa 
taken  priaoner  by  the  Indtam^  aod  carried  wkh  them  m  their  retrsat  to 
their  fastnesses.  He  was  detained  e?  en  nhar  the  eloae  of  the  rerolntioii* 
ary  war,  and  every  effort  to  escape  was  rendered  fruitless  by  the  vigi- 
lance of  his  captors.  He  left  a  wife.  His  family  and  his  friends  received 
no  intelligence  of  his  fate  after  the  battle,  and  it  was  supposed  he  had 
shared  the  death  of  his  fellow  soldiers.    Seven  years  afti  r  his  cnptnre 
he  procured  his  release  by  some  means  from  the  Indians,  and  re- 
turned  to  his  home.   The  lady's  situation  was  a  somewhat  delicate 
one,  and  the  other  parties  interested  seemed  to  appreciate  its  deli- 
cacy. The  matter  was  eomproaiised  In  a  manner  characteristic  of 
the  age  and  country.  The  old  hosband  and  the  new  bridegroom 
agreed  to  submit  the  arbitrament  of  their  respective  claims  to  the 
possession  of  the  double  wife,  to  the  lady  herseUl  They  did  so,  and 
the  lady  chose  the  Major. 

After  tho  close  of  the  revolution  the  orisrinal  settlors  returned  to 
the  Wallenpaupack,  nnd  located  themselves  on  the  farms  t'lrst  allotted 
to  them.  Some  of  them  settled  in  1783.  With  less  of  danger  to  eo* 
eoantcr  then  attended  their  first  residence,  tiiey  suffered  much  more  of 
hardship.  The  year  of  their  return  the  com  crop  failed,  generally,  and 
the  little  that  was  raised  had  to  be  pounded  into  a  shape  fit  for  use 
in  mortars  constmcted  of  pieces  of  wood.  The  flour  used  in  the  set* 
tlement  was  carried  on  the  backs  of  the  inhabitants  from  Milibrd. 
The  winter  of  1788-4,  was  a  very  severe  one  and  the  snow  was  very 
dcepp  during  most  of  the  winter  the  only  mode  of  getting  to  and  from 
Milford  was  upon  snow  shoes. 

From  the  c!o«e  of  that  winter  the  afiairs  of  the  settlement  have 
been  prosperous  and  prpmismg.  The  p<j[)ulation  have  always  been 
industrious,  energetic,  hospitable,  and  bonesu  They  became  success* 
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All  and  wealthy.  Their  deacendants  ha^e  always  retained  the  pe> 
culiar  features  of  pefaon  and  character  which  distinguished  the 
firat  aetllen.  This  is  partly  owing  to  the  isolated  sitoation  of  the 
.  settlement,  and  to  the  great  age  to  which  meet  of  the  inhalNtaBle 
lived*  Bin.  Sybil  Kinible»  already  spoken  ofi  and  one  of  mj  f  ntko- 
rities  lor  the  faets  I  have  collected,  is  now  living,  at  the  age  of  6i 
years.  Mrs.  Bennet,  from  whom  also  many  of  the  facts  related  hare 
been  procured,  is  78  years  of  age.  Mrs,  Mary  Woodward,  wife  oi 
Enos  Woodward,  died  in  1818,  aged  87.  Jacob  Kimble  died  in  1826, 
aged  91.  His  son,  Jacob,  died  in  1834,  aged  67.  Abel,  another  of 
his  sons,  died  in  1832,  aged  77.  Uezekiah  Bingham  died  in  Idll, 
aged  74.  ^f  o^cs  Killam  died  1831,  aged  72.  John  Pellet  died  in 
1801,  aged  85.  John  Pellet,  Jr.  died  in  1838,  aged  90.  Ephriaa 
Killam  died  in  18M^  ag9d87*  Mrs.  Lucratia  Woodward,  n  4*ng^1w 
of  Jacob  Kimble^  died  in  April  last,  184d,  aged  07, 
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JdT  Dear  Wiluax^-^ 

The  Afinalfl  of  Wyoming  are  written*  It  is  eonfidentljr  hoped 
the  genenl  reader,  in  ptumiit  of  noveltjr^  may  find  In  the  story 
eomething  of  interest  to  amuse  a  leisnre  hour.  If  the  intelligent 
aearcfaer  for  troth  shall  be  satisfied  that  onr  laboors  throw  some  use- 
ful  rays  of  light  upon  the  heretofore  dark  and  confused  history  of 
Northeastern  Pennsylvania,  we  shall  be  well  pleased. 

The  severity  of  labour  being  over,  the  last  proof  but  one  read,  I 
breathe  more  freely ;  and  fettered  by  no  rules  but  my  own  taste  and 
fancy,  1  ueao  to  expatiate  in  this  letter  with  unrestrained  freedom. 
I  had  tome  reputation  as  a  paragraph  writer  and  essayistt  and 
Blood  well  generally  with  the  Press ;  henooi  when  my  work  was 
•nnounoedt  many  praised  because  they  thought  ^Poor  Robert*  the 
Scribe^"  or    Mm  Harwoody"  musty  of  ooune*  write  a  Taluable 
book*  More  spoke  favorably  with  the  genenms  purpose  of  aiding 
the  sale  and  helping  a  brother  printer  to  dispose  of  the  productions 
of  hib  pen  to  pecuniary  advjintage.    Flattered  I  was,  and  grateful  I 
am*  for  so  much  kindness;  but  my  morbid  sensibility  awakens  a 
thousand  painful  fears,  that  public  expectation,  so  excited,  will  de- 
mand something  that  the  incidents  of  Wyoming  could  not  yield ; 
that  even  the  polished  pen  of  Prescott)  or  the  exuberantly  gifted 
Bancroft  eoold  not  have  satisfied.  A  Puritan  settlement,  quite  lim- 
ited in  number*  and  very  poor,  projected  into  one  of  the  Talleys  be* 
yofkd  the  mountains>  ^  that  loi^  so  distant  here,'*  and  there,  for 
twenty  years,  enduring  an  unremitting  sueeessioa  of  sufierings. 
What  eouhi  be  made  of  it  f  What  could  I  do,  but  in  a  simple  man* 
ner  as  possible  tell  their  story--draw  a  faithful  picture  ? 
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Then  again,  and  with  reason,  have  I  dreaded  censure,  lest  I  should 
be  regarded  as  prejudiced  and  partial — I  plead  guilty.  My  fault, 
which  I  did  not  perceive  in  my  manuscript,  is  apparent  in  my 
printed  narrative.  My  honest  purpose  was  to  have  been  stricily 
impartial  in  coloring  as  well  as  in  fact.  But  a  Yankee,  and  an  In- 
truder— having  resided  seventeen  years  in  Wyoming — courted  and 
wedded  there — sent  early  to  the  Assembly — petted  by  her  rude  and 
hardy  woodsmen,  like  a  spoiled  child — how  could  I  help  it,  if  affec- 
tion led  me,  or  misled  me,  to  view  their  cause  with  partial  favour? 
In  truth,  no  one  who  did  not  make  it  a  labour  of  love,  ever  could  or 
would  have  taken  the  pains  I  have  done,  to  gather  the  materials  of 
which  my  history  is  composed  ;  and  the  facts,  according  to  the  best 
of  my  knowledge,  are  accurately  stated. 

But  would  I  do  injustice  to  Pennsylvania  ?  Heaven  forbid.  A  New 
England  man — I  avow  it — love  for  the  rocky  hills  and  itone-clad 
valleys  of  my  native  Connecticut,  the  residence  of  my  ancestors  for 
more  than  two  hundred  years,  can  never  cease  to  glow  with  ardour, 
while  there  remains  a  pulsation  in  my  heart.  I  am  bound  to  old 
Norwich  by  all  the  ties  that  hallow  the  remembrance  of  childhood- 
gay  with  the  recollection  of  a  delightful  circle  of  lads  and  maidens— 
the  sports  of  the  green — the  mischiefs  of  the  school — the  solemn  plea- 
sures of  the  ever  welcome  Sabbath — the  kindly  blessing  of  our 
beloved  Pastor — a  father's  affection — a  fond  mother's  tenderness— the 
sweet  regards  of  sisters  and  a  brother,  without  the  remembrance  of 
a  day  that  was  not  gilded  by  sunshine.  New  England !  I  love  thy 
stern  and  manly  virtues,  that  have  filled  a  country — so  cold  and 
rugged,  that  nature  seemed  to  have  marked  it  for  desolation— with 
flourishing  towns  and  populous  cities ;  the  abode  of  industry  and 
iotelligence,  wealth  and  refinement;  an  elevated  standard  of  morals; 
and  where  a  reverential  regard  for  the  worship  of  Him,  who  planted 
and  sustained  them,  is  every  where  a  familiar  and  cherished  senti- 
ment. But  do  I  love  Pennsylvania  less?  Does  the  bride  who  leaves 
the  paternal  roof  to  abide  with  her  husband,  therefore  forget  the 
Bweet  attachments  of  home  ?  A  Pennsylvanian  of  choice,  ever  sinc« 
in  1709,  a  lad  of  nineteen,  I  came  within  her  borders,  every  year  has 
added  to  my  regard,  founded  in  reason,  for  her  people,  in  all  the  gene* 
rous  virtues  that  ennoble  our  nature,  are  inferior  to  none  on  earths 
It  is  impossible  to  regard  the  great  Founder  of  our  noble  Common- 
wealth without  awe,  at  his  sublime  virtues — reverence  for  his  prt^ 
found  wisdom — love  for  his  abounding  goodness.  Washington,  first 
amidst  those  who  established  Uie  Republic  !   Penn,  foremost  on  the 
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£ie  among  the  foundera  of  the  indiytdoal  States ;  in  his  household 
came*  the  progenitors  of  my  children.  So  iar  from  intcntionnUy 
«lomg  wrong  to  Penntylmiiitf  I  nMMl  be  the  most  ongniteful  of  beings, 
treated  with  so  much  eobfidenoe  as  I  have  been,  if  I  would  not 
cheerfully  die  for  her,  if  neoesBary.  So  that  if  the  Wyoming  softrera 
lind  10  me  m  somewhat  feroorar  of  their  side,  set  it  not  down  for 
malice. 

This  I  solemnly  charge.  Let  no  one  who  comes  after  me  alter  a 
H  single  word  of  the  text.  If  alterations  or  additions  snail  be  deemed 
proper,  let  them  be  made  in  noies.  I  choose  that  the  book  should  gp 
down  to  posterity  precisely  as  I  leave  it 

Oar  work  in  no  slight  degree  bears  the  impression  of  a  Drama  of 
live  acts — The  introduotion  and  brief  prelio^nary  chapter  bemg  the 
Frologne— >The  Indian  stmy-^tiie  iirst  act* 

The  esbibition  of  Tit]»— die  aeoood  aet 

The  ciril  war  and  ineidents,  indading  the  Flmiket  invasion,  !• 
1T76 — the  third  act 

The  tragic  events  of  Uie  revolutianary  war  to  the  Trenton  de- 
cree—the fourth  act 

From  that  period,  the  second  civil  war,  and  mighty  scheme  to 
dismember  Pennsylvania,  up  to  the  estabiishraent  of  Luzerne,  and 
onward  to  the  cheering  and  happy  compromise— the  nnioo — the 
marriage  of  the  parties«^fae  gloom  brenkti^  away — the  ohwds  of 
sorrow  dispersing,  and  pence  and  joy  taking  plnoe  of  war  and  woe^ 
the  fifth  and  oooduding  act 

Prospectively  large  as  is  the  nuus  ^f  intemting  matter  which 
patient  researeh  ban  aeimralated  on  my  hands,  i  regard  it  as  bav^ 
ing  more  appropriate  reference  to  the  history  of  Luzerne.  Neither 
to  interru[)t  the  current  ot^  our  narrative  by  too  precise  a  detail,  nor 
to  incumber  our  pages  by  voluminous  documents,!  have  reserved  for 
the  Appendix  n  variety  of  what  I  cannot  but  consider  amusing  and 
ioBtructive  anecdotes,  facts  and  incidentat,  which  could  not  well  be 
omitted,  and  which  wiil,  i  doobt  not,  pnm  ncoeptabie  to  the 
reader. 

Thoogh  Cd.  Pickering  was  pledged  to  the  liberal  adjnstmeat  of 
the  controversy,  and  was  deeply  chagrined  at  the  repeal  of  the  con- 
firming law,  he  did  not  remain  in  Lnaerne  to  see  his  desired  purpose 
effected ;  but  although  elsewhere  engaged  in  afTaira  of  engrossing 

moment,  he  never  lost  sight  of  the  subject,  and  was  efficaciously 
in<;tru mental  in  procuring  the  enactments  of  the  compromising  law 
of 
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That  he  was  chosen  to  represent  I.uzerne  in  the  Convention  which 
ratified  the  Uoited  Stales'  constitutioD,  has  already  been  siaied. 
Subsequently  he  was  elected  to  the  convention  for  fi>rmiiig  a  new 
*    ^tate  t^onstltution,  aod  bis  name  will  be  found  appended  to  the 
beautiful  firaiue  of  GoverimieDt  adopted  id  178(K 

When  the  new  Federal  Goverameot  went  into  operatiooy  nndflr 
the  auspices  of  Washington,  Col.  Pickering  was  invited  to  tahi 
charge  of  the  Post  Oflice  department.  Seleeting  as  Ida  Aasisiaat 
Post  Master  General,  Abraham  Bradley,  Esq*,  then»  though  a  very 
youno^  man,  an  Associate  Judge  of  tiie  court  in  the  county,  he  re- 
moveti  to  Philadelpliia,  having  sold  the  Connecticut  claim  to  laadi 
he  had  bought  for  jgoOO,  to  William  Ross  for  £2t;uO,  not  withstand- 
iog  the  repeal  of  the  confirming  law.  Although  it  would  be  equally 
vnnecessary  and  foreign  to  the  rightful  purpose  of  oar  narrative  le 
trace  the  life  of  CoK  Pickering  with  minuteness  to  its  closer  1  ioajr 
•ddf  that  after  serving  his  country  in  the  varioos  capacities  of  Ibat 
Master  General,  Secretary  of  War,  and  Secretary  of  State,  be  i«» 
moved  to  Massachusetts  his  native  State,  a  number  of  liberal  friends 
having  purchased  his  wild  lands  and  relieved  him  from  pressing  p^ 
cuniary  embarrassments.*  From  Massachusetts  Col.  rickenng  was 
sent  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.  During  the  ^v  hole  of  his 
life  he  (Jcvotetl  much  attention  to  agriculture,  and  the  pa{>?rs  of  the 
day  wore  frequently  enriched  by  essays  on  that  most  interestiug 
subject,  from  his  pen.  Col.  Pickering  closed  his  active  and  honour- 
i  /i  ftble  life  at  hie  fawn  in  Wnnham,  Massachusetts,  January  28, 18S8^ 
in  the  eighty-fourth  year  of  his  age. 

Col  Franklin,  after  his  return  from  captivity,  svbmitting  to  the 
laws,  and  giving  rein  to  his  strong  but  honourable  ambitioo,  sooght 
and  obtained  for  many  years  a  large  share  of  public  fovour.  Ia 
1793,  little  more  than  four  years  after  his  incarceration  in  a  Phila- 
delphia prison,  and  indictment  for  liigh  treason,  there  came  a  com- 
mission from  his  excellency  Gov.  Miftiin,  running  thus:  **  Reposing 
special  trust  and  confidence  in  your  patriotism,  integrity  and  abdit^ 
etc,^*  constituting  John  Franklin  High  Sheriti  of  Luzerne. 

He  was  succeeded  in  that  office  by  his  friend  William  Sbcun^ 
for  whom  he  called  so  earnestly  in  the  extremity  of  his  distress,  when 
arrested  by  Capt  Erbe.  Immediately  and  frequently  afterwards 
Franklin  was  chosen  member  of  Assembly,  sometimes  by  a  vote  of 

♦  Cnn-  iili'ring  the  exact  mrfhotl  and  cjirpfnlncsa  of  Col.  Pickering,  it  i^  matter  of  surprise 
that  he  was  nut  rich.  When  at  Wifkrs!  arre,  if  he  lent  a  neighbour  a  bl^  he  WM pMticokt 
to  make  a  mioate  of  il  ia  his  day  book^  auU  to  note  iU  nturu. 
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thrde  to  one  orer  any  opponent.  Having  removed  to  his  farm,  sittt«» 
ate  on  the  east  bank  of  tho  Susquehanna,  opposile  Tioga  Point, 
kc»  ping  himself  as  he  supposed  within  the  limits  of  the  law,  he  led 
otl"  strongly  as  the  advocate  of  the  Connecticut  claim  generally,  dis- 
countcaancing  all  compromise  that  did  not  embrace  the  "  half  share 
noeo,*'  or  recent  settlers ;  as  well  as  those  before  the  Treoton  de- 
cree. A  zealous  federalist,  wielding  a  large  influence  in  Luzerne; 
In  the  then  nearly  balanced  state  of  parties  in  Pennsylvania,  he  was 
courted  or  countenanced  by  eminent  men,  and  even  the  heart  of  his 
old  enemy.  Col.  Pickering,  so  for  relented,  that  they  "  exchanged  eivi* 
lities,'*  that  is,  it  is  understood,  dined  together  at  the  Secretary's 
table.  Whether  at  Philadelphia,  Lancaster  or  at  home,  his  ever 
busy  pen  was  in  requisition,  and  iic  lilled  the  papers  with  essays 
upon  the  Connecticut  title.  At  length,  under  the  intrusion  laws  he 
was  indicted,  but  the  court  dividing  in  o[)inion,  Judge  Yates  affirming. 
Judge  Breckenridge  denying  the  constitutionality  of  the  act,  the 
matter  slept,  and  the  prosecution  was  lost  sight  of  from  the  favorable 
progress  of  the  compromising  law,  and  the  rapid  decline  of  the  new 
claiqis  under  the  Susquehanna  and  Delaware  Companies.  A  few 
months  before  an  election,  with  great  tact  Franklin  would  com- 
mence hb essays,  awaken  new  and  old  prejudices  and  hopes,  kindling 
the  spirit  of  the  people  to  that  degree  of  warmth,  that  **  Col.  Franklin 
must  go  to  the  Assembly/'  and  he  went.  Determined  to  rid  them- 
selves of  a  man  so  obnoxious,  the  Legislature  enacted  a  law  dividing 
the  county  of  Luzerne,  and  setting  off  a  very  small  part,  including  the 
district  in  which  Col.  Franklin  lived,  to  Lycoming  county.  After 
several  efiforts  one  proved  successful,  and  behold  the  great  Yankee 
leader  was  chosen  a  representative  from  Lycoming  county,  appeared 
in  triumph  at  Lancaster,  and  took  his  s^t,  December  180&  As  it 
was  his  crowniog*  so  it  was  his  dosing  victory.  Age  had  come  with 
its  whitening  frost  and  chilling  influence.  The  warm  Saxon  blood 
began  to  flow  languidly,  and  that  eye  of  fire  to  gleam  with  iaded 
lustre;  the  stalwart  frame  gave  way,  and  the  once  powerful  arm 
fell  nerveless;  but  the  old  geiuleman,  still  revered  and  beloved,  used 
to  give  and  receive  delight,  by  gathering  round  him  a  circle  of  ea^er 
listeners  in  the  vilhnre  of  Alliens,  where  he  would  recount  the  event- 
ful stories  connected  with  the  early  settlement  of  Wyoming. 

John  Franklin  was  born  in  Canaan,  Connecticut  in  1749,  and  in 
1828,  then  more  than  78  years  old,  his  iron  memory  was  so  reten- 
tive, that  he  would  relate  with  minute  accuracy,  stating  numbers 
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«iid  datet»  lerief  of  ewenU  tlwt  had  happened  Inlf  a  centoiy  Mm 

A  rein  of  sly  hamoiir  often  mingled  in  his  eoimraation*  Giving  m 

testimony  before  the  Court,  referring  to  some  transaction  that  tool 
place  about  the  time  of  his  forcible  abduction,  he  said  with  much  gra- 
vity, thoijr^h  a  smile  lighted  up  every  other  countenance,  "  Having 
at  that  time  a  call  on  important  business  to  Philadelphia,  I  had  joiK 
gone  in  company  with  several  gentlemen  to  that  city.*' 

He  diod  on  the  1st  of  March,  1891,  haring  aitaiiied  the  greni  age 
of  89  3rears. 

liord  Batler  sncoeeded  CoL  Pickering,  as  Prothoootary ,  Clorfc  of  ths 
Quarter  Sessions  and  Orphans'  Court,  Register  and  Recorder. 

Hoir.  Jacob  Rush,  PresidenU 

Obadiah  Gonn, 
Matthias  Hoiubiback, 
Nathait  Demmop, 

Jbssb  Fell, 

Such  was  the  constitution  of  the  court  in  1788,  and  the  readsr 
will  reoogttiie  in  its  roemberi  three  of  the  Wyoming  settlers,  inii» 
diiced  to  them  twenty-seven  years  before. 

Of  the  Sberiffi  of  heaaonrnt  of  whom  there  hafe  been  twenty, 
Lord  Butler,  John  PranUin,  William  Sloeom,  were  themselves  ae> 
lively  engaged  in  the  scenes  we  have  described ;  Benjamin  Darrance 
lost  his  father  in  the  battle,  Jabez  Hyde  was  connected  wiiii  the 
Jenkins'  family,  having  niarried  the  oldest  daughter  of  John  and 
Bertha  Jenkins;  Elijah  Shoemaker  was  son  to  Lieut  Shoemaker 
who  fell,  and  he  had  married  the  daughter  of  CoL  Denisoa.  Nap- 
tha  Hurlbut  was  son  to  Deacon  fiurlhut,  preacher  in  the  absence  of 
Priest  Johnson,  and  representative  to  the  Assembly  at  Hartibfd 
Janies  Nesbit,  son  of  one  of  the  early  settlers  in  PlymoutlL  Thomm 
Myers,  grandma  of  Mr.  Bonnet,  who  with  Hammond,  rose  on  the 
Indians.  Caleb  Atherlon,  son  of  Mr.  Atherton  of  Plymouth,  still  oos 
of  the  clearest  chroniclers  of  Dr.  Plunkett's  defeat,  which  he  witnessed 
and  aided;  George  P.  Steel,  grandson  of  Col.  George  P.  Ransom. 

In  the  minutes  of  the  seaaions  in  1794,  it  is  staled  tliat  the  only 
attornc  ys  in  Luzerne  are  Ebenezer  Bowman  nnd  Putnam  (Jatlin. 
(Rosewell  Welles  had  been  appointed  judge.)  That  E.  Bowman  has 
tieclined  practice,  and  P.  Catlia  was  about  to  decline  -that  Nathan 
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Palmer*  and  Noah  Wadfaanw,  jr.,  kmrng  bean  admittad  in  the  Su- 
preme Court  <tf  Coanaeticatt  be  ^  nnder  the  drenmitaneee**  admittad^ 
(the  two  years  residenoe  and  etady  within  the  State,  being 
dispensed  with.)  80  great  is  the  eontrast  between  the  fewness  of  at- 
torneys in  1794,  and  the  number  of  gentlemen  at  the  bar  in  1844, 
that  we  have  preserved  the  fact. 

Among  the  lawyers  from  other  counties  admitted  to  practice  from 
time  to  time,  we  find  the  names  of  Wm.  R.  Hanna,  Evan  Rice  Evans, 
Archibald  T.  Dick,  Charles  Houston,  Thomas  Cooper,  John  Car- 
son, William  Nichols,  Daniel  Clymer,  John  Kiddi,  John  Ross,  Daniel 
Smith,  Daniel  Levy,  Samuel  Sitgreaves. 

An  allnsion  has  been  made  to  the  rise  of  property.  Col.  Piekering, 
January  1787,  bought  of  CoL  Z.  Butler,  town  lots  nnmheiod  97  and 
80,  fer  100  dollars,  containing  nearly  seven  and  three«qnarter  acres, 
or  about  fifteen  dollars  an  acre.  In  1848  a  pieee  of  ground  for  build- 
ing, cut  out  of  one  of  these  lots,  30  feet  front  by  225  deep,  sold  for 
$990,  or  at  the  rate  of  3^,000  an  acre.f 

So  striking  does  the  contrast  of  assessed  property  between  1781 
and  1845,  exliibit  to  those  wfio  take  an  interest  in  Wyoming,  that  it 
is  a  pleasure  to  present  them  with  the  gratify ing  picture ;  exclusive  of 
polls,  the  assessment  of  the  former  year  was  de2;248— 07,493  38. 
1844,  in  Luzerne  county  the  real  and  personal  property  was  as- 


sessed  941991,068 

Bsadlbrd,    •    8,7984NS7 

'  Susquehanna,  -  2,658,818 

Wayne,   1^238,425 


Fike,  847,515 


912,820,768 

Those  six  counties  constituting  the  old  town  of  Westmoreland.  Of 
this  value  the  township  and  borough  of  Wilkesbarre  are  assessed 
9810,580. 

•  A  flerwank,  1809,  diaUnguislieU  m  a  Senator  from  the  DtUhct  in  the  PennfylvanU  A»» 

wmbly.  * 

t  Among  the  rarious  tteiM  of  expense  paid  by  the  county,  in  auppreMing  the  riot,  at  the 


abduclioo  of  Pickering,  we  note  the  following ;—  L,  §, 

Migor  Lbwiiom  Mj«i%  and  hb  comaaiid  m  dotj,  wtwa  days,  fifty-tii»  nta,  SS  §7 

Gii^JolmFtraI8elMitt^i«tpMiM,hfat<oop,«^htdiiy%  8S  10  0 
Aod  Mr  old  fritod  Abraham  Wcxtom,  Ar  •ittioidiiiuj  mtvIm  fa  takiq( 

jklMihWilhafViotaUiHiitfCMiiift   •        0  176 
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Referring  to  the  census,  the  view  is  equally  pleasing.  Westmore- 
land in  1781,  cQotained  114  males  rrom  21  to  70,  and  26  from  16 1» 
21,  making  140,  qoadniple  this  and  we  ahall  baive  600  inhabitaiia 
At  the  fint  censiit  under  the  coaatitatioiiy  via :  1700,  there  neie  ia 


In  1800,   12,830 

[An  increase  of  nearly  300  per^cent.,  of  which 
about  6000,  or  one-half,  were  located  in  town- 
ships up  the  river  from  the  Valley,  a  large 
proportion  of  them  being  new  settlers  under 
the  Connecticut  claim.] 

In  1810,  an  increase  of  60  per  oent^  16,100 
Luzerne,  in  1820,      ....  20,027 
Bradford  eoonty,  taken  from  Luzerne,  11,554 

Snsquehanna,  taken  from  Liueme,  9,800 

  41^71 

An  almost  unprecedented  increaie  of  120  per  cent 

During  this  period  of  ten  years,  the  full  influenoe  of  the 
promising  law,  and  the  settlement  of  titles  generally,  was  felt. 

Passing  to  1830  1840. 

Luzerne,                                      27,365  4].ihu3 

Susquehanna,        .      •      •      •        16,777  21,19d 

Bradford,      .      .            .      .       10,609  29,335 

Wayne,                                         7,663  11,840 

Pike,                                               4,648  8382 

An  increase  of  40  per  cent                76,847  1 10,216 


Hence  it  will  manifestly  appear  that  the  part  of  Pennsylvania,  set- 
tled under  the  Coniit  cticat  Claim,  so  far  from  having  been  retarded 
in  population  and  wealth,  has  advanced  in  both  in  a  ratio  not  ex- 
ceeded by  any  portion  of  the  Commonwealth.  Compared  with  the 
counties  within  the  Connecticut  Charter,  west  of  Westmorelaad, 
where  the  controversy,  in  effect  did  not  estend,  the  increase  ii 
obvious.  Without  meaning  the  slightest  invidiousness  of  distinctioa^ 
It  may  yet  be  said,  that  no  part  of  the  State  presents  a  more  iolelli* 
gent,  moral,  or  industrious  people.  Since  conciliated  by  her  kindness, 
and  won  by  the  steady  cxhibiliuii  of  her  justice,  the  once  outlawed 
Yankees  have  become  attached,  with  all  the  enduring  ardour  of 
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New  England  affection,  to  Pennsylvania,  her  mild  laws  and  her  oqui* 
table  and  liberal  administration  of  public  affairs. 

We  not  imfrequeDtly  hear  from  the  pulpit  ao  aphorism  which  wa 
quote  again,  That  man  proposes,  and  God  disposes  f*  or,  in  the  Ian- 
gua^  of  the  Bard : — 

"There  w  a  Divinity  that  thapea  ow  endf,  *  ^' 

Rocigfa  Iww  tkam  HI  ira  win.** 

What  many  regarded  as  an  evil  to  he  ever  deplored,  has  proved, 
in  the  wise  and  beneficent  dispensations  of  Providence,  like  charity,  a 
double  blessing ;  the  settlers  deriving  widely  extended  comfort  from 
well  cultivated  farms,  and  many  of  them  ease  and  affluence ;  while 
the  Commonwealth  beholds  a  district  of  country,  most  of  it  in  a  state 
of  nature,  repulsively  nigged  tnm  its  stony  hills,  rocky  monntains 
•ad  dense  ibrasts,  now  smiling  with  enltivation,  and  teeming  with  a 
loyal  and  happy  people,  the  true  wealth  of  a  State.  The  hardy  sons 
ol  New  En;:laiid,  trained  to  labour  and  economy  on  the  rocky  fields 
of  their  native  homes,  could  alone  have  been  led  to  see  in  the  forests 
of  the  Susquehanna,  a  country  which  industry  could  render  "  a  land 
flowing  with  milk  and  honey:"  But  such  they  have  made  it.  Those, 
then,  were  the  proper  pioneers  to  settle  such  a  wilderness.  The  rich 
alluvial  lands  along  the  streams  served  to  attract  stifficient  leading 
apirite  to  the  enterprise,  and  all  the  concurring  circumstances,  even 
^  the  blood«stirring  romance  of  the  conflicts  and  woes  of  the  early  set- 
tlers, tended  lo  awaken  and  keep  alive,  throughout  the  eastern  States, 
thoughts  of  Wyoming,  and  increased  instead  of  checking  emigratiott. 

A  great  and  noble  duty  on  the  part  of  the  New  England  inhabit- 
ants on  the  Sus(  juehanna  and  their  descendants,  of  ever  abiding  obli- 
gation, remains  to  be  performed  :  namely,  by  their  industry,  econo- 
my, attention  to  the  can«e  of  rclijzion,  and  the  education  of  their 
children,  to  elevate  the  Yankee  character  in  public  estimation,  and 
by  their  obedience  to  the  wise  and  salutary  laws  of  Pennsylvania; 
by  their  earnest  devotion ;  by  every  liberal  and  honorable  means  to 
promote  the  wel&re  of  the  State;  to  conciliate  the  regard  of  the  good 
old  Commonwealth,  flowing  in  so  generous  a  stream  towards  them, 
that  both  may  regard  the  day  as  blessed  which  made  them  one. 

Note.— h  should  be  borne  in  mind,  that  the  landboldera,  freqaently  spoken  of  with 
asperity,  aa  tba  alifliithion  U  tim  AmmdUj,  of  Ftttanmi  and  AmwtfH^  to  mgort  mea- 
mm  afaiMtUM  Wjmning  people^  wtm  gtamSfy  daioMiiU  ondcr  IsMea  fiion  tha  Piopri^ 
tore,  or  warranU  of  1784.  Tha  badhoMere  under  warranU  of  1793aikl  '91  the TilghnuM^ 
Drinkerf ,  PrnnciiM,  etc.,  having  no  apadal  iotenat  «t  Wyomingi  in  that  aarij  time,  in  ia 
00  reapoQt  ioplicaled  in  tlia  ooaauia. 
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BECAPITULATION- 

ImL  of  Pmom  murdered  hp  Savages  at  Westmoreland,  other  them 

those  who  Jell  the  day  of  the  battle* 

177a  May.  Wm.  Craoln»  near  TanUwimock. 

Early  in  June.  Miner  Robbins,  four  miles  below  Tunkhannocfc. 
Juue  30.        Benj.  Harding,  Stukely  Harding,  James  Had- 

scll,  James  Hadsell,  Jr.,  Wm.  Martin,  of  Ei- 
ter ;  John  Gardiner,  killed  oo  his  way  up  ibe 
river;  MrJPincI^  EangsloB,  near  fthnanwifciei'li 
MiUa. 

These  before  the  bellle» 
July  A*        Leeeh  end  St  Johii»  neer  AtbertODX  iVovi* 

denoe;  Mr»  HksluBaii»  Ue  wile  and  cUHr 
near  Tripp's,  Vn/ndaaee. 
Timothy  Keys  and  Mr.  Hocksey,  Abingtoiv  nm 

or  Beveo  miles  north  of  IJggett's  Gap. 
A  crazy  man  below  Wilkesbarre. 
July  18.       John  Abbott,  Isaac  Williams,  of  Wilkc?bnrre. 
Sept  John  Utley,  Elisha  UUey,  DiahUiley  and  their 

moiber,  Mrs.  Utley,  oppoiite  Beach  G^roffe^ 
Nescopeck  Township. 
Oeta.        Phflip  GoM  and  Capt  Canrt  bebw  Beach'k. 
.  Mbv.  9.       Nathan  Kingsley,  WUkesbarrft 

^  i.       Jaokion  and  Leetert  taken  aiNantioohet  brought 
np  near  Christman's  Tavern^  there  shot  down 
and  scalped. 
7.         John  Perkins,  Shawney. 

Isaac  Imnan,  Hanover  i  Wiiliaia  Jameson,  Hia' 
over. 

Deo*  Isaac  Tripp,  Eaq^  and  Jonathan  Slocan^Wittn^ 

barre. 

[Old  Mr.  Hagamnn,  wounded  sasM  tone,  sad 

escaped] 

1779.  March.       Abe!  Dewey,  Robert  Alexander,  Amos  Parkert 

below  Salem,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river. 
Elihu  Williams,  Lieut.  Asahel  Buck,  Stepbea 
Pettebone,  Kingston. 

[Frederick  Foliett,  speared,  scalped  and  ie£i  ibr 
dead.] 
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April  24»      Capt.  Davis.  Lieut  Jones,  and  three  nieii»  oa 

Wilkesbarre  mouotaiii. 
1780.   March  27«    Upson,  Hanover. 

April.         Mrs.  Roseweli  f^raakliik 
\1BSU  Jvly  &       John  JuneioiH  Am  Cbapnaiii 

Thirteeii  men  in  Kesoopeek  Valtey,  bow 
ny  nghanut  when  the  attack  was  made  on  Capt 
Myers. 

Making  sixty-one.  It  is  probable  there  were  ten  or  twelve  more ; 
but  we  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  the  facts,  sufficiently,  to  fix 
ibe  dates  or  name  them.  The  last  thirteen  being  armed  and  in  mili- 
Itry  array,  may  ratlMr  be  rsigarded  as  riain  in  battlei  than  murdered. 


RECAPITULATION. 

tiistof  Fer&ons  iaken  Prisoners  during  the  Wart/rom  Wedrnor eland* 

1777.   Juna  John  Jenkins,  near  Tunkhannock* 

Mr.  York,  Do. 

Elemuel  Fitzgerald,  Da 
177d.  Juna  Daniel  WeUer,  £xeter» 

Daniel  Carr,  Do. 
Aug.  34»     Luke  Swetland  and  Joseph  Blanchard. 
July.  8anuel  Carey,  ftom  the  liattle  ground. 

Isaac  Tripp,  Jr.,  in  Providenoe. 

Wilcox  and  Pierce,  near  Tunkhannock. 

Air.  Kingslcy. 

Nov.  2.         Frances  Slocum,  Youni^  Kinij-Icy.  and  a  colored 

girl,  servant  of  J.  Slocum,  of  Wilkesbarre. 
1779.  Michael  Kelley,  and  daughter ;  the  girl,  it  was 

said,  married  a  British  officer  in  Canada. 
March  21.     James  Bidlack,  and  two  others,  of  Shawney* 
April  24f     Two  of  Maj.  PowelFs  men,  Wilkesbarre  moun^ 

tain. 

Mareh.       Bennett,  Son  and  Haminond. 

•*  Abm.  Pike,  Jonah  Rogers,  Huntbgton,  Van 

Campeo,  from  below. 
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'l780«  Dee.  fi.        Benjamin  Harvey,  Elisha  Harvey,  Nstheti  Bui- 

lock,  Joiiiiihan  Frisby,  James  Frisby,  Manas- 
sah  Cady,  George  Palmeff  George  Maimer 
Ransom,  of  Shawaey* 
Jonathan  Smith. 

1781.  SepU  Rose  well  Franklin*  Jr.,  Arnold  Franklia  and 

Mrs.  Franklin;  and  the  Spring  fo)Iowii^ 
four  others,  children  of  Roeewell  Fraokliot  of 
Hanover. 

1782.  Sept.  12.      Daniel  McDowal,  Shawney. 

Our  list  embraces  only  forty-two.  The  number,  I  am  persuaded, 
did  not  amount  to  leas  than  sixty — ^probably  more. 


RETROSPECT. 

MSmhrn  from  Wtt^lmardand  to  th»  Ctmneaieui  jMeMy. 

It  would  wem  that  in  April*  1774,  four  Representatives  to  the 
Assembly,  were  chosen  or  appointed.  Among  the  votes  recorded  is 

this: — "That  Zebulon  Butler,  Esq.,  Capt.  Timothy  Smith,  Chrkto- 
pher  Avery,  ami  John  Jenkins,  be  appointed  Agents  from  the  town 
of  Wt  stmoreland,  to  lay  our  circums»tances  before  the  General  As- 
sembly, in  May  next.    Sept.  30,  1774.** 

Capt.  Butler  and  Mr.  Joseph  Sluman,  Agents  to 
New  Haven,  April  1775. 
Sept.  19«   n7&  Capt.  Zebulon  Butler,  and  Major  Ezekiel  Pierce, 

We  find  no  appointment  to  the  May  Sesssioo, 
1778. 

Col«  Zebulon  Butler.  Col.  Nathan  Denison. 
Mr.  John  Jenkins,  Mr.  Isaac  Tripp. 

Nathan  Denison,  Anderson  Dana. 
Col.  Nathan  Denison,  Lieutenant  Asahcl  Buck. 
Col.  Nathan  Denison,  Deacon  John  Hurlbut. 
Mr.  John  Hurlbut,  Mr.  Jonathan  Fitch. 
Capt.  Nathan  Denison,  Mr.  John  Hurlbut. 
John  Hurlbut,  Jonathan  Fitch,  Esq. 
Mr.  Obadiah  Gore,  Capt.  John  Franklin. 
Mr.  Obadiah  Gore,  Jonathan  Fitch. 
Mr.  Obadiah  Gore,  Jonathan  Fitch. 
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EXPLANATION  OF  MAP  No.  I 


1.  MMmt^mmnamdCaaiaKl^^  wggt 

S>  The  Conncrtiruf  bounty  anil  Town  of  Westmoreland,  from  the  Delaware  west  to  the 
Fort  Staowix  line;  which  scat  Baywaeotativea  to  Um  AmmoMj  it  Bftltfitt^ 
N«w  Hftvea  £rom  1774  to  1783. 

91  Tb«  north  Mid  •oalh  liiM^  «iie  himdnd  aod  tmu^  >^ 

of  thfl  RflwBfhinnti  tndiiflitw  IIm  wre tcim  HimlAof  thA  GonnBclieiit  Sneaueliuiiia  Cmn- 
pMy^  IndBui  prndnM  ■!  AttMnqri  in  1754*  NMilytottwIaM  iiii|gM«f  Toivatllfi 
bOm  iqatn  wm  gnalad  and  mnreyed ;  thi  ftw  ml  WMttrn  in  ITKnii  ooonlf, 
Bftuwd  LoiftiM,  Condi^  Tnmmie,  Newtown  tnd  Addiaon,  are  deaignatod. 

^  The  Wt  sii  rn  Reserve,  or  New  Connocticnt,  in  Ohio,  licing  one  hun<1rr<]  r^ii  l  twenty 
miie«  ia  ieugib,  the  width  of  the  Connecticut  Charter  claim,  confirmed  to  ihai  iState  on 
the  final  adjustment  of  Western  Land  CUiim;  the  United  States  having  accepted  the 
•Mioa  from  ComMMtkmt  of  the  territory  west  to  the  Miaaianppi.  Five  handred  thou* 
sand  acres  of  this  reservation,  called  "  Fire  Lands^*  were  granted  to  New  London, 
Fairfield,  Norwalk,  and  other  towns  burnt  by  the  Mrnif  .  The  leaaiwUr  bMig  taid^ 
k  the  aovoa  of  lha  noUa  School  Fond  of  that  Stala. 

&  Ahant  wmm  nillioaa  of  aeaaa  oflltt  haomilU  QonMao  OMntiy,  being,  with  slight  natf- 
Tations,  all  the  territory  in  Now  Voik  wait  ftani  a  Una  hoginning  at  the  eighty  aeoeod 

mile  stone  from  the  Delaware,  on  the  northein  boondarj  of  PttUMylvania,  running 

liurth  iQ  liu'  ]Jritish  possessions— confirmed  by  compromise  between  New  York  and 
Maseachttsetts  m  1786,  to  the  latter  ;State— tog^hex  with  2o0,100  acres  east  oi  that  line. 


Digitizea  by  <j00^1t: 


EXPLANATION  OF  MAP  No.  II. 


OOHHaOTIOUT 

The  towns  marked  with  a  star  thu§,  ♦  within  tlie  Susquehanna  Company '»  Pufd«>e, 
namely,  Uantmgtoo,  Salem,  Pijmoulh,  Kingston,  jNewport,  ii&nover,  Wilkesbarre,  Pitl»- 
ton,  Pmvidence,  Ejceter,  fi«dM|  JJttfthmoniknd,  Patotn  or  Tnnkhinnocfc,  BttiMHh 
Bpiingfldd,  Clavmck,  Ubter,  im  dorigiiatcd  in  andant  PoiwijIvibb  pvooMfinfi  at  *Tkt 
awMileeii  towm  ccm^aaA  or  •cquirad  hy  Connaeliciit  daiimoto  twfbra  tbs  Dmm  «f  Th> 
ton,"  and  were,  with  the  addition  of  Atheni,  confirmed  to  Conneelieat  *J«8m«irf«  \j  ||i 
Co[npromi.«ing  Law  of  April  4,  1799,  and  its  aevend  supplements. 

The  Drinn  arr  Compunv*s  Indian  purchaser  compiiaed  Um  Jaod  WMl  fiom  tlie  PcfcW 
ihtt  to  the  line  wiihin  ten  miles  of  the  Susquehanna. 

The  Susquehanna  Compatiy'B  Indian  purrha^e  at  Albany,  (17't)  extpn^rcl  fn^n  tht 
line  ten  miles  east  of  the  river,  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  west,  and  iiKUuded  ths  duot 
parts  of  M'Kean  and  Elk  counties. 

Ranges  of  towns,  west  of  our  map,  were  granted  and  surveyed  (some  as  late  as  1905)  on- 
bfadiig  mora  than  a  ndUioo  of  aeraa;  tbe  moat  wcaton  on  tlie  Stale  lino  baing  in  M'Knn 
oonnty,  (aa  will  be  Iband  indieatod  in  Map  No.  1.)  But  no  liave  deemed  Ik  oatAdtofNe 
plaeo  only  to  those  iHuNini  or  in  tho  neigbboniiiood  of  wbieh,  kba  Nair  England  pd|li 
oommoneed  settlements. 

Allensburg,  on  tbe  Wyalusing,  was  a  grant  to  Gcd.  Ethan  Allen  of  Vermont,  of  setml 

thousand  acres,  for  his  expected  aid  in  the  grand  scheme  of  treason  and  robt'TIion,  it  9ts 
designated  by  one  party,  and  of  just  resistance  to  unendurable  op[)resaion,  as  it  was  regutied 
by  the  other,  in  1787.    It  is  8upf>ot»ed  he  derived  no  value  from  the  grant. 

The  square  townships  in  the  Delaware  purchaaes  conum  2:i,lK>0  acres.  Those  tn  the 
Susquehanna  purchase,  being  five  nfflaaaquare,  contain  16^000  acne. 

Boarah,  on  the  Lackawaxea,  shews  the  compact  part  of  the  "  Lackawa"  settlement,  ud 
mm  the  birthplafie  of  tbe  Hon.  Geo.  W.  Woodward. 

Tbe  maikin  Uaber  (lol  No^  S9|)  Ibreo  milee  weat  fimn  Mont'Roee^  doajgnataa  ^  plM 
of  tha  Ankhov^a  bark  cabin,  when^  In  tbe  apring of  1799,  iban  •  lad  of  ninakaan,  ommI^ 
Mr.  John  Chaie  (kba  plnnat  baivkofper  al  Wibon^  Hotel,  Haniabgis,)  ho  comn«Mi  • 
daariog. 

The  mark  further  weak  In  Uahei  ahofm  the  bqjhood  laaidenoe,  in  1800,  of  the  Han. 

Andrew  Beaumont. 

The  designation  of"  BarnuDi,"  at  Lawsville,  in  the  town  of  Cimnin'^hara,  obewa  tbikf- 
cabin  tavrrn  ( 1S<)1*)  ol  that  princw  oi  Hotel  keepers,  afterwards  ol  Baiiiuiore. 

The  triangle  marked  *'  Hyde,"  we^t  of  TTaher,  indicates  the  head-quartern  ot  Co\  EzjekiA 
Hyde,  Yankee  leader  in  the  Delawaxu  purchase  in  1800.  Also  the  store  of  Enoch  iieynoUii 
Esq.,  i}n  1799,)  aAemidaak  the  hoidof  onoof  tho  BuMana  In  the  Tieeraiy  Depaitono^ 
at  Weahington,  te  mu^  J9t»t  and  wwe^  till  hie  deoeaai^  the  wridenee  of  Jajga  Jfte 
Hyde. 

To  avoid  omTnmmmc  the  map  by  the  inention  of  too  many  names,  letters  are  phced  ia 
Wilkeebarre,  Elxeter,  and  Pittston,  as  points  of  reference,  and  their  ciplanati o:i  i  -^  made  hcfs. 
A,  Fort  Durkec;  R,  Fort  Wyoming;  C,  Fort  f>gJen ;  D,  Wintenaook'a  Fortj  £,  Jeokuif^ 
Fort;  F,  three  Pittston  ForU;  G,  Monocliacy  Ulaad. 

After  years  of  ?«earrh,  two  map*  only  of  thowe  Connecticut  Survfltya  OMUd  be  IaHUmI  UK 
aflbfta  probably  have  rescued  Uieiu  isom  hopeless  obiivion. 
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THB  HAZLETON  TiiAVELLERS; 

OB, 

I»rtJMEBOUS  PERSONAL  AND  FAMILY  SKETCHES  OF  THB 

ANCIENT  SUFFERERS. 

VARIOUS  UWrnSNTAI.  AND  ILLUSTRATTVE  MATTER,  WCLUDHIG 
A  mESCRIPTION  OF  THE  MONUMENT,  AND  A 

BALLAD 

ON  THE  TERRIBLE  MASSACRE  OF  1778,  WRITTEN  IMMEDIATELY 

AFTER  THE  EVENT. 


A 
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Aa  introductory  to  the  Hazlctoit  Tratsllcsb  and  the  necM- 

panying  Family  and  Personal  Sketches,  it  may  not  be  improper  to 
SBjy  that  several  numbers,  originally  published,  are  oniitted,  beeuie 
the  principal  eyents  detailed  are  interworen  in  oar  annals:  tfiat,  for 
instance,  of  Colonel  Franklin,  Sf  r2:r'ant  '!  homas  Williams,  the  SlcKrum 
Family,  Rosewell  Franklin,  and  some  others.  More  than  half  the 
Sketches  are  new,  and  those  before  pnblished  are  revised  and  cor- 
rected with  all  possible  care.  In  some  mstances  facts  are  repeated, 
which  it  was  impossible  to  omit  in  the  mam  body  of  the  work ;  bat 
these  are  comparativelj  few,  and  are  moia  than  oonqpeMafted  by  an 
flitra  number  of  pages. 
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THE  IIAZLETON  TKAYELLERS. 


NO.  I. 
GEN.  ROSS. 

Good  rooming  Mr.  Printer. — ^We  left  Hazleton  oo  the  22d  at  about  8  A.  M.,  and 
cane  m  on  the  nate  Road.  My  compaoioa  had  ofteo  visited  Wyoming,  and  was 
acquainted  peiaonaUy,  orbyehaiacteri  with  meet  of  theinhabilaatiieepeeiaily  tiie 
eaiiy  settlers. 

^'  Ah!  mv  friend,"  said  I,  ''then  we  are  at  length  here.  I  have  heard  much  of 
iSkiB  beautinil  valley;  and  beantiAil)  indeed,  it  is.  But  eome,  tell  me  as  wo  fMsa 

through,  something  of  its  inhabitants.  Let  us  loiter  a  little.  It  is  but  ten  miles 
you  say  to  Carpenters',  and  we  may  easily  get  there  by  dark.  So,  Wilkeabarre 
IS  a  fine  town,  la^er  than  1  expected.   Whose  white  house  is  this  on  the  right?" 

''That  is  the  teeidenoe  of  Gen.  WHKam  Rose.  TTie  propeity  was  finmerly 
owned,  and  the  house  occupied,  by  Col.  Pickering." 

"  0,  I  recollect  having  read  that  he,  being  an  eminent  New  g-wginH  mani  was 
selected  to  introduce  the  Pennsylvania  laws  here." 

"  He  was.  After  the  arrest  of  Franklin  and  consequent  sbdnotion  of  Pickering 
by  the  wild  Yankees,  CaptBoss  mavdiad  his  company  to  release  Col.  P.,  and 
arrest  the  rioters.  An  engagement  endued  anc!  Capt.  Ross  received  a  severe 
wound  in  the  body,  which  for  some  lime  was  regarded  mortal.  Recovering,  his 
gallant  servieee  were  so  highly  esiiiDaled  that  tlM  Ezeoutivo  Council  of  the  slate 
meaented  him  an  elegmit  eword  with  an  appropriate  insoriplioo.^  When  CoL 
Pickering  left  the  valley  he  sold  to  Mr.  Ros^s  nis  plantation,  on  easy  terms  of  pay- 
ment, which,  by  improvements  and  the  rise  of  property,  has  advanced  in  value 
to  80,000  ddlan." 

[That  his  two  and  only  brothers,  Perrin  and  Jeremiah,  were  afain  in  die  battle, 

has  been  previou.«1y  n-lated;  as  also  the  decease  of  his  father,  the  preceding  year.] 
^  The  aay  previous  to  the  massacre,  Mr.  Ross  was  with  our  little  army  in  its 
piaveli  to  Exeter,  where  the  Harding  had  been  murdered,  and  wonld  have  been 
in  the  battle,  but  that  his  older  brothers  needed  his  arms.  At  the  flight,  the  family 
were  scattered,  parsing  throu^fh  the  wilderness  by  different  paths,  in  a  state  of 
e:itreme  privation  and  suliering,  young  Ross  and  his  mother,  taking  the  lower  or 
Nesoopeok  way.  Soon  after  the  coming  in  of  Spalding's  Compny  they  reCnniod. 
Having  a  taste  ibr  miUlaiy  a&iis^  he  fose  by  ragahv  gradatuns  fiom  Blijor  to 

♦  Inscription  on  thu  sword: 
««Capt.  Wm.  Rosi, 

*'  The  Suprniif  Kxf mtive  Council  preient  thin  mnrk  of  their  approbation,  aeqnired  by 
joar  6rmae«8  la  aupport  ot'tbe  Lawa  of  Uie  ConunouweaiUi  on  the  4tJi  of  July,  1788. 

«  Chadss  MWle,  Sser^,** 
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APPENDIX 


Brigade  Inspector,  and  General  in  the  militia.   Fcff  twenty  years  he  beU  m  i 
Commiarion  of  a  Magi^rate,  and  during  the  last  war  wm  cmm  toiapiewfltii  I 
District  composed  of  Northumberland  and  Luztmie  in  the  senate  of  t!ie  >laie.  i  . 
stronir  niinded  man,  he  had  studied  human  nature  in  thn  school  ot  active  life f 
great  advantaj^e,  and  perfonned  the  duties  of  all  the  vanuus  stations  to  wiuci  or  . 
was  called  with  intelligence  and  integrity.  He  was  tall,  straight,  eilfaaMilyiD>  ! 
tive  ;  he  i^tartcd  early  and  he  moved  fa^t  who  ever  cot  ahead  of  him.  A  zealoe  , 
Democrat,  of  ardent  temperament^  he  wiis  amonj;  the  most  influential  leadsr?  «' 
his  pai^,  and  most  feared  by  his  opponents,  [as  the  w titer;  lor  many  )t«n 
somewhat  adiTe  on  flie  other  side,  had  oocasioo  to  know.]  In  1803  or  '^Mf 
so  far  made  his  payment  as  to  feel  the  hill  force  of  independence,  Col  Roes  n- 
solred  with  natural  pride,  and  not  an  iiieommendable  spirit^  to  visit  his  birth  pte 
in  Ccmnecticut.   Mounted  on  a  high>spirited  and  elegant  steed,  Uack  as  ^  utu 
holsters  and  pistols,  his  diess  ^egant  tfaouf^  nnasiantationsy  he  vialM 
London  county,  his  native  hcmie."   "Ay,  ay,  that  was  right    Who,  amon£^ 
erai^jrant"  in  search  of  fortune,  ^rls  or  lads,  have  not  again  and  agaio  sidie^i: 
make  a  lavourable  settlement^  to  acquire  honour,  to  accumulate  propeity,  uriuik 
some  noUe  deed  1o  he  talked  of  in  toeir  br  away  oatiTe  town?  Who  bis  nM 

<  B«ni«  in  sseh  eBMon  4m  beat  and  the  eold,* 

cheerfully,  in  special  reference  to,  and  with  the  hope  of  some  day  retumii^ai 
exhibiting'  to  his  old  neig^bouvsthe  evidences  of  his  succesil?''  ♦*  Anoilier  anecdoe, 
illustrative  of  cliaracter,  permit  roe  to  metition.  It  so  happened  in  Wilkeftane, 
that  in  seven  casses  out  of  ten  the  Federal  lad»  married  girls  of  Democratic  parea*" 
Ay,  ay  !  Uiat  was  right  acain.  If  the  youn^j^  peoole  can  agree  I  wish  it  •» 
everywhere  the  fiashion.  Democratic  ladSi  guts  of  Federal  parents!"  M 
absorbed  in  politics,  always  on  tlie  alert,  we  -^nifl  one  day  to  an  intimate  iuf:.i 
'There's  misehief  afoot  I  stronijly  suspect:  youny  Covell  has  beeu  here  twoot 
three  evenings  lately.  He  has  some  political  scheme,  you  may  depend,  aodd^ 
sires  to  find  out  from  me  what  will  be  our  plan  of  operation.  Don  t  you  think  irf' 
'Yon  hati  better,'  said  Gen.  B.,  '  ask  Sarah.'  '  Hut  tut!'  cried  he,  with  a  mf^" 
laugh,  as  the  riulit  view  Ha.shed  in  Upon  him.  And  the  young  people  were  mir- 
ried  before  the  lilies  bloomed."  ^ 

[  WiUiam  Steriing  Ross,  an  only  son,  now  ( 1845)  occupies  the  seat  of  kvMa 
in  the  senate  of  the  state.  Cen.  R<)<<  linl  established  a  f  unily  burvin^-srouihl 
in  which  he  had  erected  a  tablet  of  marble  totlie  memory  ot  his  brothers.  Hatifig 
lived  to  the  good  old  me  of  82  years,  on  the  9th  of  AugusU  1842,  he  cloflrf  ki 
aetire  and  honoorable  lile.  Every  fitting  demon«rtntion  of  respect  was  iai<^  <^ 
his  remains ;  the  court  adjoumini;  to  attend  the  funeral.  One  inci  '^  ;  ' 
remarkable  not  to  be  noted.  A  thunder  cloud  arose  abovt?  the  Nortli  Ka*t  lOda* 
tain,  a  most  unusual  place,  as  the  proces«ioa  moved,  and  cast  its  dark  sltt^ 
over  the  plains.  For  some  time  the  repeated  peals  of  ftonder  were  nm^*^^ 
as  minute  u'lius  from  the  cannon  placed  in  some  proper  position.  The  I'l^'*- 
passed  away  with  n  it  rain,  and  as  the  train  arrived  at  the  mansion  house  the  ^ 
came  out  again  in  ail  us  brightness.] 


NO.  II. 

COL.  HOLLENBACK. 

''And  ihi*  long,  ancient  wliite  building  on  the  left  Ah  yes,  this  brine*  f 
very  interesting  reooHeotions.  Tliis  for  many  years  was  the  restdenoe  of  ir^^, 
HoLUtKBAcK.  You  porceive,  althou<di  under  one  roof,  the  building  wa5  di^iW 
into  a  house  and  store  Hundreds  of  thousands,  perhaps  I  mi;L:ht  say  ainillMJa* 
dollars  worth  of  goods  have  been  from  time  to  time  ujpou  those  shelves, ora 
the  adjoining  store^ioomsj  and  many  a  quadar  oaek  ol  fiaa  Madeiia  ksiw* 
lolkd  into  ihtl  ndltr** 
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(t  CAmp.  emne;  mctfiiDltf  the  MadeSm etidburales joo.  Aietroii  uoi  in  advanee 

of  your  siory!" 

I  believe  I  am.  Let  Mtoraback  to  die  beginning.  Matthias  HoUenback  was 
a  natire  of  Viigmia.  Attracted  by  the  wonderful  tales  of  the  beauty  and  richnesa 

of  Wyoming  valley,  like*  many  other  yoi--:  men  of  ardour  and  enterprize,  hO 
<»me  to  see,  was  pleased,  determined  to  make  it  hi?  home,  and  commciu  i'J  those 
nTangements,  which,  steadily  pursued,  raised  him  to  a  point  of  weaiiii  lur  ex- 
ceeding that  of  his  most  successful  competitors. 

^•'So  early  a«  1771.  when  the  whole  whi'  -  yinpnlation  on  the  east  side  of  the 
river,  occupied  a  sioccade  at  the  point  where  MiU-cn  ek  unites  with  the  Suf'que- 
hanna,  Mr.  H.,  then  a^ed  eighteen,  was  one  of  its  inhabilaiits.  Jluts  were  erected 
around  the  inside  a^nat  the  apr^ht  timbera.  One  was  possessed  bv  Capt.  Ze> 
bulon  Butler:  next  in  the  row  was  the  store,  eontainiii;,' the  Iminl^le  beginnings 
of  the  object  of  this  notice.  A  boardiiiir  hut,  havini:  two  loom^,  was  the  third  la 
order,  kept  by  Dr.  Sprague;  Mr.  Nathan  Deuis^on,  a  young  bachelor  from  Stoaing- 
tDH;  making  one  of  the  family.  [Our  annals  show  ue  conspicuous  part  three  of 
the?e  irenilemen  acted  in  the  eventful  <eenes  tliat  fnnowcil.] 

'•On  tlie  enlistment  ot  two  ituiependent  ccniTpnnies  being  directed  nt  Westmore- 
land, Congrets  appointed  Malihiaii  lIoileiibai  iL  an  ensign.  Serjeant  Williams  used 
to  take  pleasure  in  relatin«^  the  battle  at  MOIatone^  and  the  daring  spirit  exhibited 
by  ensiini  H..  wlien  lie  led  and  cheered  his  men,  wading  the  tiver  waiat  deep  to 
attack  the  British  regular!*,  ensuring  victory. 

"  When  danger  to  Wyoming  became  imminent,  and  Congress  turned  a  deaf 
ear  to  pressing  caUa  for  protection,  throwing  up  his  commission  he  returned,  not 
to  avoid,  but  to  meet  danuer.  Tlie  skill  acquired  by  eighteen  months'  service  in 
camp,  was  imparted  to  tlie  militia,  and  his  undaunted  and  elastic  spirit  infn>ed 
into  all  around  him.  When  the  invasion  came,  when  that  terrible  descent  was 
made  by  Butler  and  hie  savage  allies,  when  the  war  toeain  runs,  and  the  aljum 
trumpet  sounded  from  hill  to  hill,  calling  to  bcUtle,  young  HoUenback  waa  among 
the  foremost  who  sprang  to  their  arms,  and  prepared  to  meet  the  foe. 

"  Our  little  army  was  composed  chiefly  of  aged,  or  verj'  young  men,  hastily 
caUed  together.  An  enemy,  fearful  for  hia  nnmber^  and  terriole  wt  his  ferocity, 
was  descending  upon  them.  A  vast  distance,  and  howling  wilderness  intervenea 
between  the  settlement  and  any  hope  of  aasialance.''  "  It  waa  indeed  the  mo- 
ment to  try  the  firmness  of  a  soldier." 

Nearly  all  who  wete  able  to  bear  arma  aaaemhied;  and  Mr.  Hollenbach  took 
luf  Btalioii  in  the  midst  of  diem.  Fear  was  a  stranger  to  his  bosom.  I  have  heard 
several  nav.  wlio  «aw  him  there,  and  afterwards  recognized  him  in  the  battle,  that 
a  braver  soldier  never  marched  out  to  meet  an  enemy.  But  two,  or  nearer  three 
to  one,  was  hopeless  odda;  while  the  risht  under  our  gallant  Butler,  where  Hoi- 
lenback  was  stationed,  waa  advancing,  the  left,  outflanked  by  hordes  of  savages, 
wa^  compelled  tn  irive  way.  Thrown  info  confusion,  the  retreat  became  a  route, 
which  no  human  cotirage  or  conduct  could  arrest.  Mr.  U.  waa  among  those  who 
escaped  to  the  river.  Expert  in  all  manly  exeicises,  he  swam  to  Monocacy 
Island,  and  then  to  the  eastern  shore. 

••Foreseeing:  the  necescity  of  instant  aid  from  abroad,  mounting  his  horf-e  he 
roile  all  night^  gave  intormation  to  Capt.  Spalding's  company^  which  so  tardily 
had  been  permitted  to  advance,  and  with  praiseworthy  thoughtrolness,  rapidly  re- 
mmed,  laden  with  bread,  for  the  relief  of  the  flying  widows  and  their  suffering 
children.  Imparting  a  snvincr  morsel  to  one.  and  then  lia-tffnnir  on  to  another 
starving  group,  he  came,  buid  the  ancient  people,  '  like  an  Angel  of  mercv.' 

"  Ever  prompt  at  the  call  of  duty,  Mr.  HoUenback  was  actively  engaged  in  €ol> 
leeting  the  remaina  of  the  slain,  and  giving  them  the  most  decent  bunal  ciieiui* 
Stanr^f'^  :i!  that  time  permilled. 

•'On  the  pas*age  oy  the  Connecticut  A 8i*emblv of  a  resolve,  allowing  Wyoming 
to  make  ilieir  own  powder.  Mr.  H.  was  looked  to,  to  provide  the  requisite  ma- 
chinery. His  arrival  with  the  *  Pounders,'  was  spoken  of  by  Mrs.  Jenkins,  with 
C'vultaiion.  ns  an  important  event:  for  previously  powder  for  the  settlement  waa 
(chiefly)  ItronL'ht  trnm  rfinnfetient  on  norppbiipk. 

Aiier  the  enemy  reiired,  .^Ir.  Huileubikek  was  Mnong  the  (bst  to  V0tam  and 
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iMBiM  hii  wonjtod  bnrintM.  Fattna  twSM  m.  hm  enterprise ;  weak^  aadsp 

dependence  soon  dawnef?  upon  Vis  active  career.  Of  middling  height,  compaj* 
and  weU  made,  rrmarkably  active;  his  spirits  always  buoyant,  and  hi«»  Usum 
seeming  incapable  oi  tdh^ue,  he  was  aa  extraardinar)'  ia&lance  of  t>oid  euiermuc 
and  untiring  industry.  &  eataUisbed  stores  at  various  pcants  betu  eeea  Wilkes- 
barre  and  the  Genesee  county,  along  the  Su^(]uehanna.  If  busLaeM  cal'.ad, 
neither  heat  nor  cold,  hail,  rain  nor  snow,  high  %vaier,  bad  roaii*  nor  darkue?**- 
arrested  his  progress  while  tlie  way  was  practicable.  la  almobt  every  ui:sia&£« 
where  a  etoie  waa  eraolad,  a  fiirm  was  bought,  and  the  cultivatioa  of  the  aoQ  wcai 
hand  in  hand  with  the  disposal  of  merchandize.  Such  euterprize,  spirit  and  ia- 
dustry  were  undoubtedly  of  great  advantage  to  the  aettlemeat  and  ioiproTaiiieit 
of  the  country. 

« After  the  jurisdietioa  of  Cooneotient  ceaaed,  and  the  laws  of  Peonsylrazsia 
were  introduced,  Mr.  Hollenback  received  repeated  mark.'t  of  public  favour.  lie 
was  chosen  to  command  a  regiment  of  militia,  at  an  early  day.  Having  a  stronj 
mmd;  being  intelligent  in  all  maUerb  which  coocemed  the  people  here,  mm 
moieoTerj  me  government  reposing  oonfidenoe  in  his  integrity,  CoL  HdleDhaek 
was  appomted,  on  the  oigantzation  of  Luzerne  county,  to  fill  the  responsible  ela- 
tion of  one  of  the  associate  judges;  Col  Denison  receiving  a  stimilar  « i^nnmi-*5ii<m; 
so  that  the  two  youthful  adventurers^  under  the  Connecticut  claim,  who  d«  eh  ia 
die  sloocade  in  1771,  now  twenty  erenifol  yean  having  intefTeiiedy  were  sesa 
sitting  beside  the  president  judge  of  the  court.  <  their  honaacS|'clolfaed  witk  offiei^ 
dignity,  di?p*»Ti'*inL'  vHtlre  as  magistrates  of  Pennsylvania. 

"The  duucii  ol  hi6  judicial  othce  he  performed  to  very  general  satiftfactKKi,  ^ 
neariy  forhr  years,  retuning  the  commission  to  the  time  of  his  deceaae.  Jodge 
HoUenback,  like  Stephen  Giivd,  having  accumulated  wealih  by  hi^  own  indn^trj, 
was  perfect  master  of  his  own.  Attention  to  business  wa."  hi-  c]i\o{  pleasure ;  bol 
be  could  unbend  with  his  firiends;  and  no  one  knew  how  lo  be  merrier  in  ths 
sodal  cirele.  For  ttts  times  when  Jndge  Bush  and  Judge  Cooper  prevded,  ka 
wan  in  the  habit  of  giving  an  annual  dinner  to  tlie  bench  and  the  bar^  when  ths 
Madeira  flowed  like  water,  and  the  cares  of  bttdiooss  weie  laid  aside  isff  Iba 
pleasures  of  hospitality  and  social  eujormenL 

Jodge  Hollenback,  an  ardent  friend  to  internal  imptovement,  walehed  the  pce- 
gress  of  the  ascending  canal  to  Wyoming  with  intense  interest  The  bridge  aai 
meeting-house  were  aided  by  liis  zealous  exertions.  Woridcrfnl  were  the  chaoffes 
that  had  taken  place  since  he,  a  lad  of  eighteen,  Ursi  visited  the  valley,  toths 
time  of  the  oommenoement  of  the  canal  system,  surpassing  even  the  aataoipatiaa 
of  his  own  clear  and  sagacious  mind. 

"  But  he  di !  not  live  to  see  the  work  cnmplpted.  More  than  seventy  year?  had 
thinned  his  locks,  and  maiie  inroads  on  hx^  constitution.  He  had  performed  the 
arduous  duties  of  life  faithfully  in  his  day  and  generation.  Where  be  had  aeea 
fields  flowing  with  Uood  and  strewed  over  with  the  slain,  he  had  lived  to  witne« 
smilifrj  Imr vests  j^mered  in  the  lap  of  peace;  where  he  had  heard  the  war  whoop 
and  tlie  ileath  shrieks  he  had  livoil  to  listen  to  songs  of  joy  and  chants  of  praise. 
But  his  time  had  come.  Bom  on  the  15th  of  February,  1752,  he  departed  on  the 
ISth  of  February,  1829,  aged  therefore  77  yeais^  leaving  to  his  children  and  grand- 
children  a  splen  li>^  property  for  this  northern  oonntyi  variously  iwftimii*^  at  from 
three  to  four  hundred  thousand  doUarsw 


NO.  III. 

GEN.  LO&I>  BUTLSR. 

"  To  the  left— to  the  left — let  us  turn  to  the  left  and  go  down  to  the  river.'* 

Why  not  keen  up  the  main  streatt  la  not  the  brklge  in  that  direction 
"  We  eene  la  Oie  bridga  ia  tbe  «ae  dialMae  foiag  ailbiar  mgry  boi  I  wish 
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you  to  reach  the  bank  of  the  noble  Susquehanna  at  the  tenninalion  of  this  street, 
for  two  or  three  reasons.  The  view  is  remarkably  beautiful ;  and  ibe  way  takes 
us  past  the  hmise.  formerly  the  residence  of  one  of  the  magnates  of  the  land." 

"  Lead  on;  ana  givp  me  :i  traveller's  sketch  in  pa-sincj  ' 

«  This  large  white  house  to  the  leit,  standiag  in  a  little  iioxA  the  sUeet|  was  the 
home  of  Gxm.  Lord  Butler. 

A  fine  aitDatioOyUpon  my  word—the  SoaqDehanna  flowing  in  front,  command- 
ht^  prrt'jppct  of  two  miles  above  and  one  below — the  bridge  sufficiently  near  to 
render  the  scene  picturesque—the  house  having  a  handsome  yard  in  front;  it  is, 
indeed,  a  charming  situation.  My  good  wife  would  sit  at  those  chamber  wiiijowd, 
with  Gertrude  in  her  hand,  and  wateh  ihe  thousands  of  rafts  and  arks  descending, 
'which  at  times  make  the  river  a  scene  of  busy  animation,  ami  count  it  the  very 
romance  of  liie.  But  w]vo  was  this  Gen.  Butler  ]  not  the  American  colonel,  who 
commanded  in  the  battle 

"No— his  eldest  son.  Col.  BuUer's  given  name  was  Zebulon — the  son.  of 
whom  we  speak  was  called  Lord,  that  being  the  family  name  of  his  mother.'' 

Lord  Butler  was  but  a  youth  in  the  time  of  the  Revolution;  yet  he  was  some 
time  in  camp  with  hi*  father.  I  mention  this,  because  associatinK  then  with 
offioeis  of  rank  had  doubtless  an  inHnence  on  his  manners  in  after  lite.  He  was 
tall — more  than  six  ffp',  straight  as  an  arrow,  liis  countennT-ri-  manly,  with  bold 
Roman  features;  his  manners  ijrave  and  di^iitied.  Courteous  he  was,  but  it  wa'' 
the  courtesy  ol  a  gentleman  who  felt  the  dignity  of  his  own  character.  Lotty  and 
reserved  to  those  who  loved  him  not,  no  one  approached  him  with  a  joke  or  a 
slap  on  ihe  shoulder.  A  man  of  active  business  habitSj  he  wrote  a  bold,  free,  and 
excellent  hand,  and  his  accounts  and  aiiairs  were  always  in  the  strictest  order. 
He  rode  admirably,  and  appeared  extremely  well  on  horseback— no  one  loved  a 
noble  steed  better  than  he.  An  iron  gray  was  his  favourite.  I  have  seen  hitn  an 
hundred  times  nn  horseback,  mul  never  indifTerenth*  mounted — never  without  a 
handsome  riding  whi}i — never  without  gloves.  The«e  trifles  will  give  you  a 
better  idea  of  tlie  man — his  appearance  aud  habits— than  perhaps  a  more  studio 
description.  He  was  always  and  eferywhere  the  gentleman.  Decided  in  his 
political  opinions,  and  free  in  expressing  tliem,  his  opponents  paid  he  was  proud. 
If  an  unworthy  pride  was  meant,  the  charge  w  as  unjust.  But  if  nn  election  was 
depending,  and  he  a  candidate,  ne  would  neiilier  shake  hands  wnti  nor  smile  on 
a  man  won  vrhom  he  would  not  have  done  the  same  as  cordially  if  he  had  not 
been  on  the  lists.  His  delicacy,  in  this  particular,  was  jirobably  carried  rather  to 
excess;  for  no  truer  republican  ever  lived — no  one  liad  a  more  sincere  regard  for  his 
fellow-men— no  man  was  more  devoted  to  the  independence  and  liberty  of  liis 
ooantry.  Bat  his  reterve,  which  enemies  oonstrued  into  hanteoT)  was  tfie  result 
of  early  afsociations.  His  father,  llie  gallant  Colonel  Butler,  who  had  been  much 
with  British  ollicers  in  the  old  French  War.  luid  with  the  accomplished  French 
officers  in  the  war  of  tlie  Revolution;  had  a  good  deal  of  dignity  and  gravity  about 
him.  A  ladv  told  me.  when  she  first  eame  to  Wyoming,  she  aaw  a  gentleman 
at^  from  a  door  into  tne  street,  and  meet  a  friend.  With  a  slight  bow.  the  gen* 
tlernan,  ^topping,  placed  his  silver  headed  i  ;tiu'  under  his  left  arm,  took  out  his 
snuti  box,  rappeu  the  lid  as  he  took  it  oil.  and  offered  it  to  his  friend;  took  a_ 
pinch  bimaeu,  and  brushing  his  finee  slightly  with  his  doubled  handaana,  bowed 
and  passed  on — ^the  whole  m  such  manner  as  to  induce  her  instantly  and  eagerly 
to  inquire,  "  What  gentleman  is  that"?"  The  answer  was,  "La!  don't  yon  know?— 
that's  Col.  Butler.   I  thought  everybody  kuew  him.''  ^ 

**  Mr.  Butler  was  for  many  years  one  of  the  most  active  puUie  men  in  Luseme 
Comity.  Besides  the  militia  offices  which  he  filled,  until  he  rose  to  ibe  lank  of 
general,  he  held  the  commission  of  sheriff.  For  several  years  hf  was  a  member 
of  the  executive  council  of  the  state.  By  Governor  Mifflin's  appomUuent,  he 
held  the  ofliees  of  regi^^ter,  snd  reeoider,  and  protbonolaiy.  He  was  many  years 
later  chosen  to  the  assembly,  and  county  commwrioner;  and  for  some  time 
held  the  station  of  county  treasurer.  In  all  the.'^e  varions  offices  Gen.  Butler 
sustained  the  highest  character  for  faithfulness  and  abiiiiv.  No  public  servant 
OTor  deserved  better  of  the  pnblio.  If  be  would  not  oooaesoend  to  flatter  their 
pnjucUoei^  be  y«t  delii^led  ill  witb  hie  iatelligwoe  aad  nal  to  praoMto  tbeir 
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best  interests.  He  was  a  man  of  Plern  intCL'^ritv,  and  lived  and  died  hisrlilv  re- 
spected and  esteemed;  while  in  Uie  lamily  and  social  circle  he  was  judUy  and 
tendeily  lofed." 

"  And  did  he  accumulate  wealth?" 

"  A  Tery  handsome  independence.  After  we  cross  the  bridge  I  will  ^tiow  yoa 
one  of  his  noble  farms,  now  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  son  of  hiS;  one  of  the  worthtiest 
among  a  number  of  highly  worthy  deeoendants.*' 

"  You  avoid  saying  anything  of  party  politics  in  your  sketches.  Pray,  wbispet 
it  in  my  private  ear^  what  were  tbe  party  deoignatioiia  of  tho  ttme  diatxagwiied 


"Iwill,  nankl]^,  ifyouohooaeiL  Gen.  Bow  and  Jodgo  HollenlMok  wero  bo(i 
aiedoas  democratic  republicans.   The  Aurmra  and  Democratic  Pr^  were  tbek 

fevmtrite  "tnirces  of  political  information;  and  Mr.  Jefferson,  in  an  especial 
sreej  the  object  of  their  confidence  and  regard,  in  respect  to  national  a^trs,  whiie 
Gov.  Bf'Koan  and  Shnon  Snyder  commandod  Ifaeir  support  In  the  adrainniniSoa 
of  state  matters.  On  the  other  hand,  Gen.  Butler  was  one  of  the  chiefs  among  tht 
Ipndf'r''  ill  Federal  politics.  The  United  State?  Gazette,  glowing  with  zeal  mide- 
the  management  of  Chauncey,  Wayne.  Bronson.  came  Ux  more  than  thirty 
years  to  his  addrms;  and  he  preferred  James  Roes^  of  Pitlslmrgh,  tho  Fedtorrf 
laUying pointy  to  his  more  successhil  oompetitorB.  Mr.  Butler  was  depnve^I  of  the 
cmmty  offices  which  he  held,  on  the  memorable  political  revolutioti  u  fnc'i  broti!r!*? 
in  Gov.  McKean.  I  speak  of  this  without  reserve  and  without  pas6ion.  The 
storm  has  subsided — the  idnds  are  hnshed-^e  mild  beams  of  Inm,  calm  as  a 
sommer  evening^  are  shed  aibMad  over  the  whole  subject  Tbey  saw  tfie  matter 
from  different  pomts  of  view,  and  wiw  it  ditferf^ntly  Ml  were  equally  patriotic, 
equally  sincere.  They  were  all  ardent  lovers  ol  liberty  aiid  of  their  country:  and 
however  momentarily  divided  in  times  of  high  party  excitement,  in  latter  life 
mingled  socially  together.    But  here  is  the  brk^.^ 

"Stay — who  inhabit  these  beautiful  mansions  on  mir  riirht?"' 
"  Another  generation !  Fine  fellows^  ihey  !  The  active — the  eloquent — ibe 
bustling  men  of  business ;  among  the  ehte  of^ those  on  the  stage  of  action.  My 
skfrtehes  are  meant  merely  to  bring  to  yonr  Tiew  the  more  aotiTe  apifits  of  mt 
la!^t  generation.  You  shaft  have  several  poitraila  before  we  gel  to  CaipeaiBr'a, 
and  a  dozen  more  on  our  return." 


——"This  bridge  is  a  noble  structure.  I  am  proud  that  1  am  a  Peunsylvanun. 
a  state  that  has  done  so  mneh  to  improve  her  condition  and  promote  tfie  oommoa 
welfare.  Her  canals:  her  railroads:  her  bridges:  The  number  of  her  literarr. 
scientific,  and  benevolent  in?«titntinn''!  Ah,  my  friend.  Pennsylvania  is  indeed  a 
^te  to  be  proud  of.  Her  policy  and  success  are  once  at  honourable  monuments, 
and  petauasive  aigomentty  to  a  renublican  form  of  goremment,  whero  Hip 
people  are  their  own  masters,  and  unaer  God^  the  conservators  of  their  own  ha^ 
pine?5." 

"  I  am  glad  to  find  you  in  this  vein.  It  is  apropos  of  the  next  subject  for  my 
penon.'*  

«gtop — £iive  uie  a  moment  to  wonder  and  admire  at  the  extent  and  richneaaof 
these  bottom  huuls.  I  had  heard  of  the  extraordinary'  river  meadows  of  Wyominrr. 
but  they  far  exceed  ray  utmost  expectations;  who  owns  the  fine  fimn"  we  are 
passing  through?" 

"  It  happens  quite  in  order.  This  belongs  to  the  hein  of  Judge  TTolIenbacfc. 
The  next  above — (you  ob«(*rvp  the  farm  house  beyond  the  orchard) — !■*  t!ie  one 
I  spoke  oi  an  belonging  to  a  son  of  Gen.  Butler.  But  see,  we  come  to  the  pleasani 
and  ttiriving  village  cl  Kingston.  Yonder  is  the  Academy.   Thia  large  wlisar 
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field  at  the  n^ht  is  still  a  part  of  (he  Butler  property ;  and  Aat  neat  white  house, 
standing  in  from  the  road,  and  those  thrf»e  barns — tnnf  helow  the  honse,  that  be- 
yond; and  the  one  acroes  the  way,  with  a  noble  piantation  of  four  or  live  hundred 
acres,  extending  a  mile  to  the  TiTer  and  a  mile  Id  the  monntninn  fhiH  it  the  home 
ef  CoL.  Benjamin  Dorrancc.'' 

A  name  famitiar  to  me.  I  have  heard  my  btfaer  qpeak  of  him.  I  tfiink  they 
were  members  of  Aaeerobly  together.*' 

"  Tety  likely.  He  was  many  veara  in  the  legislalure :  but  that  is  anticipating 
onr  story.  O,  there  he  is,  going  down  to  the  village.  Orwerve  him — ^not  tall,  but 
of  good  height :  fleshy,  but  not  corpulent ;  his  head  large — fare  round — Oreeian 
in  contouT-^gcKxi  sense  and  good  humour  mingling  in  the  expression  of  his  coun- 
tonanee." 

^'Tea,  I  see— hat  I  ftrntghl  lie  had  been  an  older  man— Ins  atop  b  that  of  a 

man  of  fifty." 

''He  is  older  than  that;  for,  though  not  in  the  Indian  battle,  he  was  in  the  fort 
tint  waaaftenranls  auRendeied^  bat  he  haa  good  slaramaj  an  excellent  conatitu* 
tion ;  while  cheerigfaieat,  independence,  and  benevolence  ^ve  him  health  and 

hapnineM  !«^^perior  to  many  a  youn!»er  man  Col.  Dorranre,  sir,  is  prominent 
among  the  distinguished  men  that  the  county  of  Luzerne  has  produced.  Ail  his 
fife  he  han  been  the  ihToorite  of  die  people.  Pew  men  in  any  state  or  county 
ovfT,  for  so  long  a  period,  to  use  a  common  expression,  carriea  all  before  him. 

He  h;t^  been  cer^niTily  the  most  popular  man  of  hh  day.  Was  Dorrance  on  the 
ticket,  no  matter  who  else  was  there,  it  was  agreed  on  all  hands  he  would  go  in. 
Even  in  ttie  highest  days  of  party,  implacable  party  spirit  relented  before  his 
popolar  name,  and  gathering  menda|  breaking  throum  all  the  restraints  of  party 
discipline.  f!o<<k(>i!  to  the  polls  to  anppoit  bim.  He  has  been  all  his  life,  nr,  tlie 
favourite  oi  the  people." 

"And  did  he  deserre  it^ 
None  more  so :  He  was  every  way  worthy ;  but  it  seemed  as  if  he  was  peculiar- 
ly  formed  to  be  popular.  Easv  of  nrre5^,  of  bland  and  pleasin?  manners,  extremely 
hospitable,  always  ready,  when  proper,  to  oblige;  withal,  sensible  and  disceniing, 
the  popular  heart  leaped  towards  him,  confided,  and  loved.  It  is  but  riiiidly  just 
to  aay^he  nerer  deceived  the  people.  He  disdained  to  nulain  hhnaelf  by  rash 
and  plausiblf  promi.sp-!.  to  ]>(•  violated  when  his  present purpr»«sr»  wnt  arronijMi'^hed. 
With  principles  decided,  and  with  opinions  avowed,  such  was  the  popular  confi- 
dence and  regard,  that  many  political  opponents  would  always  support  him.  In 
<Ad  times,  when  Bradford  ana  Susquehanna  were  parts  of  Luzerne .  and  numbers 
goin^r  tn  rnvrt  had  more  than  sixtv  tt  iI'*-  to  travel,  i  have  heard  it  said,  hi-^  fr'iPir'i'^ 
would  ride  to  the  door,  turn  their  horses  into  his  rich  pastures  and  walk  in,  certain 
of  welcome  as  at  their  own  houses.  Undoubtedly  it  is  trxie  thai  his  hospitality 
was  almost  unbounded.  Yet  there  were  no  unworthy — no  improper  compliances. 
But  there  were  «evrrf^  trials  to  both  his  patience  and  his  prudenrn.  when  the  l  ank 
was  first  established  in  Wilkesbarre.  The  people  were  eager  to  jret  patents  tur 
their  lands,  deeming  their  titles  not  secure  imtil  patented.  Hence,  to  raitse  money, 
innumeraue  applications  came  to  Mr.  Dorrance  to  endorse — to  endorse.  His 
rnrrtp,  thov  Said,  would  in'^iiro  ihr  discount  of  the  nnte*;  Mr  iX  saw  ifiut 
enibarra>i.sment  certainly,  it  not  ruin,  would  f(»llow  a  general  compliance.  \  ou 
wonder  how  he  got  along?  I'll  tell  you.  His  answer  was  simple  and  frank, 
'SHoated  as  I  am  here  and  being  a  director  oi  the  board,  anplkJations  are  daily 
romrn^T  to  nif^  to  o>^dnTsr.  If  1  do  for  one  friend,  how  can  I  d;'!)V  nnollKn  '  Yoii 
will  s(M»  it  is  irnpossihlc  tor  me  to  do  so  for  all.  and  1  nm  ohU<Ted  to  prescribe  to 
myi^elf  a  course  which  I  am  !*iire  you,  yours*elf,  will  on  reflection,  approve.' 
T^e  propriet)'  of  his  course  waft  seen  and  he  did  not  make  an  enemy.  Indeed 
the  remark  has  often  been  made,  that  Col.  Dorrattce  ("ould  decline  a  request  in 
snr  h  a  manner  that  the  man  would  go  awav  letter  pleased  than  with  half  the 
rest  of  this  world  who  should  have  granted  it. 

"  When  a  very  young  roan.  Mr.  Doiraoce  was  chosen  sheriff  of  Luzeine  count)'. 
Soon  after  his  term  expired,  fie  was  elected  cou'ity  rommi^'^i^ner  In  he 
was  chosen  memhor  of  Assembly:  and,  at  intervaL^.  h<*  h:i-*  >n*t:iined  ilie  duties 
ot  that  responsible  station,  seven  or  eight  or  nine  year*,    i  do  not  remember  the 
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number^  but  as  often  he  would  content  to  senre,  aad  always  to  the  ntifiiKAioii  <tf 
liis  coostittteiita.  His  eoMiiiei-Hio,  I  do  wrong — ^be  has  no  MMniiea— but  «te 

that  is  eminently  fortunate,  is  without  the  jealousy  of  rivalship? — jealooay  wodU 
sometimes  intimate  that  he  owed  much  ol  his  extraordinary  popularity  to  the  cir- 
cumstance that  his  father,  Lieut.  Col.  George  Dorraace^  was  shun  in  the  lodiaa 
hatile;  aod  thai  the  uniTenal  sympathy  awl  kindneas^  ao  hoiMMinble  to  hwi—a 

nature,  felt  for  the  memory  of  those  noble  patriots  who  fought  and  died  in  that 
dreadful  conflict  for  liberty,  were  tranj»ferred  to  their  children.  This,  'Jr»«jV,»iA^«, 
had  its  influence  in  bringing  young  Donrance  forward  iiuo  the  sheriti's  omce  ^ 
tmnsually  early  in  life ;  but  bis  own  good  sense,  intelligence,  a^tneae  ftir  boainaai^ 
and  pleasing  manners,  would,  wherever  known,  have  nmde  him  popular  widHMl 
such  extrinsic  aid.  Such  a  circumstance  might  introduce  a  man  witn  farour  into 
puUic  Ufe,  but  rely  on  it,  before  the  rigid  and  scrutinizing  ordeal  of  pablic  ^ff^^ 
a  man  most  depend  on  bis  own  intrinsic  merits. 

"  Among  the  characteristics  of  Col.  Dorrance,  conspicuously  shone  the  ▼iitaaa  of 
firmness  and  moderation.  As  our  excellent  friend  Ebenezer  Bowman,  u«5ed  ta 
say^  he  united  in  an  exlraordinarjr  degree  the  suavitux  in  mooo  with  the  FORTrrxa 
in  B&  Coaeeaaioni  and  conciliation,  when  no  principle  waa  involred,  lawtiMina 
harmony  and  inapiring  confidence  oy  healing  councils,  were  his  w capon  >  aol 
policy.  Grave  at  the  council  board,  merry  at  the  baaqoet— his  life  has  boon  high^ 
useful,  respectable  and  hapjpy.^' 

We  must  call  and  see  oim  when  we  come  back — sihonid  Hke  am  introdiictiaa.^ 
But  did  you  not  say  he  was  in  the  fort  when  it  surrendered?*' 

''  0!  yes,  and  that  recalls  an  incident  which  must  not  be  omitted  After  um 
capitulation,  the  British  marched  into  the  fort  by  the  northern  or  upper  nsdewAj 
The  Indiana,  imder  Brandt,  as  ia  supposed,  their  commander,  marched  m  at  the 
southern  portal.  Col.  Dorrance,  thoui^h  quite  a  lad,  remembers  the  look  and  cq»* 
ih\cx  of  the  Indian  loader;  all  eye,  glancing  quickly  to  the  right — then  glancimr  'o 
the  left,  with  all  au  ludiau's  jealousy  aiui  caution,  lest  some  treachery  or  ambtksh 
should  lurk  in  the  fort  Alaa !  the  brave  and  powerful  had  fallen  j  no  strength  re- 
mained to  resist— no  power  to  defend.^' 

^'M  inv  V ears  and  countless  blessings  be  the  lot  of  the  excellent  roan  whose 
intercfUug  sketch  you  have  given  me!  But  we  approach  the  monumocil— Pwh 
on !  I  long  to  see  it  before  the  ahades  of  evening  shall  darken  the  view.*'  , 

[The  Dorrance  Csmily  came  from  Windham  county,  Connectiont  There  wmt 
two  brothers,  George  and  John,  who  setiled  in  Kingston  ;  both  men  of  inlelllienee 
and  energy.  Lieut.  Col.  George  Dorrance,  in  1777,  led  a  Urge  scoutms  party  up 
the  river  consisting  of  80  men,  to  disperse  or  capture  a  settlement  of  InJian/aad 
Tories  on  the  W'yalusing.  Havin'z  acc  omplished  the  object,  an  unseaKmaUa 
«now  storm  detained  them  beyond  their  e.vpected  time,  and  thev  suffered  et- 
trenieiy  Irorn  cold  and  hunger.  By  Col.  Dorrance's  order  raits  were  made  oi  the 
huts  from  which  the  enemy  had  been  driven,  and  the  whole  of  the  company  wera 
safely  watied  down  to  Forty  Fort.  In  the  battle  Lieut.  Cot.  Dorrance  com maodad 
on  the  left  wing  under  Col.  Denison.  His  coolness  in  the  midst  of  tlie  fight,  when 
one  of  his  men  gave  way,  is  shown  by  the  firm  commiiad,  instantly  obeyed— 
"  Stand  up  to  your  work,  sir.'' — That  he  fell,  in  the  prime  of  life,  being  about  45^ 
and  that  he  was  cruelly  mangled  by  the  aavagea,  is  else  where  reooided.  In  tlie 
Independent  company  ofCapt.  Hansom,  was  Robert,  the  oldest  nt  his  two  :iOns.  lie 
•^erveil  to  the  close  of  the  war;  afterwards  in  the  wesitern  unuv  :  avd  xkplh  \n  the 
battle  resulting  in  St.  Clair's  defeat.  A  good  i^oldicr,  he  wai>  said  lo  iiave  been  one 
of  the  few  who  did  not  abandon  his  gun  in  the  flight  True  to  faiacoloan  to  the 
last,  he  died  in  the  army,  6iipfio-i  d  to  have  fallen  in  a  subsequent  ensfagemenL 
Col.  Beiijaniiii  Dorrance,  of  wiiom  ue  commenced  to  t-})eak,  departed  mis  life  in 
AugUbt,  1837,  aged  70  years,  and  was  interred  in  tiie  Kingbton  burying-groond  with 
every  possible  mark  of  respect  and  afiection.  He  left  two  aona.  CoL  Cbadaa 
Dorrance,  resembling  mncli  hi.s  father,  resides  at  the  homestead.  The  Rev*  Jiolok 
Dorrance  is  the  beloved  pastor  of  the  Pre.>^byterian  Church  in  U'ilkesbarre, 

Our  Ic^al  readers  are,  of  course,  laruiiiar  wiiii  the  celebrated  laud  trial  bdEocO' 
Judge  Patterson— Van  Horn,  (Leasee),  w.  Donance.  ^ 
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The  dflfendant  in  that  sail  was  John  Uorraaoe.  tke  elder  brother  of  George. 
XohD  WM  bam  ill  1738,  lived  «  bMMoTfttid  died  i&My.  1804,  ased  71  yean, 
•nmiandif  fanul  ooflfideMe  aod  nuptBt  thioo^  hie  whek^ !».] 
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&£V.  BENJAMIN  BIDLACK. 

•*  The  Pilgrim'!  tpirit  Imm  not  ll«d— 

It  \\;ilks  ni  noon's  broad  lig'it, 
And  It  wKtches  the  bed  of  the  giorioiu  dead 

With  the  My  aton  by  aight.**— Plfryent. 

a  Lt:.KF  after  leaf  as  I  turn  ovpr  the  pages  that  record  the  earl^  history  of 

Wyoming,  the  virtues  of  coarage,  loruiude,  and  patriou^m  of  her  iahabitant8| 
Hud  om  m  bold  relief  Wherever  danger  wee  to  be  met,  or  glory  was  to  be  woo, 
there  were  they  found  alert  and  cheerful  at  the  post  of  duly.  The  battle  was  dis- 
aBtrous  in  the  extreme,  hut  without  a  ?*hade  of  <(ishonour!  What  else  could  hare 
been  ejqpected?  The  bone  and  sinew  ol  VVyomiag,  raised  for  our  special  defence, 
bad  been  c«Ued  away  to  defend  the  eotmtry  below.  Washington  needed  them: 
Our  countrv  required  their  services  elsewhere,  and  Wyoming  was  left  exposed  to 
attack.  The  enemy  came '  How  could  our  people  fly?  What  chance  for  life  if 
they  attempted  a  retreat  through  the  wildemessi  It  is  apparent  that  to  fight  or  be 
imwwimingiy  ataogfaiered  was  their  only  altematiTe.  I  do  not  mean  to  dteeosetlra 
qneirtion,  here,  what  theyonght  to  have  done:  though,  I  declare,  I  do  not  eee 
among  the  thousand  difficulties  that  surrounded  them,  that  they  could  have  done 
otherwii$a  than  meet  the  enemy,  and  decide  their  icate  by  arms.  I  purpoee,  by 
aad  by,  to  give  a  picmre  of  the  batde— Not  now. 

"I  will  now,  my  friend,  pteeont  you  with  a  sketoh  of  another  patriotic  fiunily, 
who  fouiiht,  and  sullered,  and  Med  in  the  righteous  cause  of  liberty. 

There  lives  in  the  village  ot  Kingston,  (the  house  stands  at  the  left  as  we 
enMup^  not  fu  below  the  residence  of  Col.  Dorrance,)  an  aged  and  TeneiaUa 
nan,  a  mtniiler  of  the  Goepel  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  peTsnasion.  Though 
fourscore  years  and  more  hnvp  paH.<se(l  over  him,  no  still  moves  erect,  with  dig- 
nitv  and  grace.  TalL  of  fine  lurm,  in  early  life  he  was  a  powerful  man.  ail  nerve 
aaa  mnette.  FnU  of  ene^— >fQ))  of  aidoar— i^wbg  with  petriotlem,  be  entned 
iato  the  eerrioe  of  ht§  country  at  the  very  commencement  of  the  RevololioDaiy 
war.  He  was  at  Bo>*fon  when  Washington  assembled  th?'  fir*«t  Amrncan  army, 
to  oppose  Gage  and  bis  bloody  myrmidons,  and  to  resist  British  a^eosion.  He 
was  aibrwards  at  the  lines  before  New  York;  he  had  a  brother  taken  prisoner  in 
^  battle  at  Long  Island,  and.  as  was  the  fate  of  many  a  fine  fellow  at  the  com- 
mencemcrit  of  tfir»  w:it,  \vh'\](*  wp  were  rCL'nrtfpd  a'?  rcbrb,  tn  be  de^^pised  and 
slaughtered,  msiead  ot  an  eneniy  to  bo  respected — ^he  was  starved  to  death! 

''Bot  who  is  it  you  are  speaking  of  I'' 

"  The  Rbv.  BjBKjAMur  Bdlack.  Attend,  and  you  shall  judge  if  his  hmSj  do  not 

stand  out  ma^t  honourably  and  con.*»pic"UfMislv  nmons^  the  patriots  of  that  day.  Mr. 
Bidlack's  term  ol  eiUi&tnient  being  out,  he  joined  his  failier's  family  at  Wyoming 
in  1777.  Here  he  entered  imm^iately  into  active  duty.  A  large  party  vmdm 
die  command  of  Capt.  Afl^ph  Whittlesey,  of  the  Plymontb  eompanV,  was  ordered 
up  the  river  from  whence  rumours  of  the  enemv  had  come.  Mr.  Hi(11ark  was 
one  oi  ihe  volimteers.  They  marched  about  50  miles.  Mr.  Bidlack  then  entered 
again  into  the  regular  service,  and  continued  in  the  army  till  the  close  of  the  war. 
msides  otfaet  events  in  whiea  he  neitieipaied,  he  was  present  at  the  li^lorions  and 
crowniniT  struggle  at  Yorktown,  whero  Comwallis,  the  pride  of  the  British  army, 
was  hemmed  in.  The  lion  was  broui^'ht  to  bay.  It  is  exhiiaraling  to  hear  Mr. 
B.  speak  of  that  event,  aad  recount  ike  incidents  of  the  contest  Onr  batteries 
played  away  night  and  daj*  It  was  om  inaai— T  Mbm  a^d  Unmte— eoav  aad 


Dlgitizea  by  <jOOgle 


IS 


APFKNBIX. 


iisah  I  Midnight  was  lighted  up  so  that  you  migl^  piek  up  a  glove  almoait  anf> 
where  on  Ibe  tielJ.   The  reauh  you  know."  

'  Truly  thai  family  iVul  their  pari  woriliily  *' 

May,  my  Inend  :  !  Inivo  more  to  tell,  ami  of  events  ili  it  <irourTed  in  this  raller. 
James  bidlack;  Jr.,  auoUicr  brother,  commanded  the  VVukesburfe  Louipiiiiy,  whidi 
he  led  into  battle  on  the  fetal  3d^>He  died  where  he  stood,  at  the  head  of 
men.  Only  eight  of  all  his  company  escaped  They  were  of  the  true  blood,  ibe 
whole  family  of  Bidlacks — milil  in  private  life,  remarkably  clevt?r  and  oHi:nng; 
the  social  virtues,  in  the  peacelui  circle,  seemed  to  liud  in  ihetn  Lbeir  h^pi^ 
iUiistntions:  but  called  to  anna!  and  roused  to  action!  they  were  ell  and  eae^ 
•very  inch  the  soldier. 

"  The  rircumstiincp  cr-rtainly  extraordinary — it  is  nevertheless  true:  The  day 
that  Capt.  James  Buihu  k  led  his  men  into  action,  his  father,  James  bidlack,  S€«u, 
commanded  a  company  of  aged  men  and  kept  garrison  in  the  fort  at  f^jnuoBft. 
Fatherand  i$on»— all  of  them  were  in  the  service,  andtwoof  them  sealed  with  tbev 
lives  their  attachment  to  freedom.  Nor  yet  is  the  eventful  .nfory  ended.  '\\'hi«! 
the  savages  returned  the  follow ing  year  in  Ibrce  to  Wyotning,  old  Mr.  Bidlack, 
ttie  fether,  was  surprised  and  taken  prisoner,  and  carried  into  a  deeplv  eoJcriw 
captivity,  from  which  he  was  only  relieved  by  the  letnm  of  peace.  6ut  he  dia 
leturn  to  the  beloved  valley,  and  lived  to  see  lus  country  rise  into  almost  Tmhoped- 
fbr  prosperity,  the  fruit  of  the  services  of  the  patricrts  of  the  RevoiutiOQ.  k  m 
nearlj  mirty  years  ainoe  the  father  was  called,  we  trast,  to  a  better  wodd.  Ite 
cixcumstances  that  occurred  in  many  years  of  active  life  after  the  cJoee  oCiIn 
war,  to  Vr.  Honjamin  Hidlack.  it  does  not  bclons  to  the  purpose  of  these  f^ketches 
to  porira} .  iSIauy  years  a;i^o  he  became  a  preacher  of  the  Methodist  jpersua^oo, 
and  spoke,  as  he  had  fought,  with  impressive  earaeatnesa,  and  aidM  macertj. 
Indeed,  the  Bidlack  £unily  seem  in  their  conduct  to  have  kept  the  ttae  cod  cC  lifi 
in  view: 

*  Still  to  emploj 
The  mind's  brave  ardour  in  heroic  aima ; 
Such  as  majr  raise  us  o'er  the  groTeling  hcrdj 
Aad  make  us  diiiM  foravsi^TaAT  is  ura** 

*  May,  1845.  The  worthy  old  Patriot  still  lives,  blessed  with  abundance,  and  the  ete^ 
ing  of  lite  is  cheered  by  the  weU>in«hted  forUiM  of  his  WMlf  the  Hon.  Urnjimm  Aideo  Bid* 
lack,  who  has  been  the  past  four  years  member  oTCoogreM  from  this  District;  and  recady 
has  been  appointed,  minister  to  Grenada,  carryioA  with  him  not  only  the  approbatum  at*  ksi 
political  ftisadt,  bat  the  hssrty  good  will  or,all  fiis  aeighboon. 


NO.  VI. 

NOAU  PETTEBONE. 

The  fine  farm,  aier  passing  that  of  Col.  Dorrance,  has  belonged,  from  very  caiiy 
limes,  to  the  Pettebone  fomily.    Observe  that  wl.ite  house  on  the  ri^ht,— ^e  ban, 

an  hundred  feet  lonii,  on  the  left — those  beautiful  Hats,  extending  more  thn.n  a  rail? 
from  the  river  towards  the  mountain!  Attractive  to  the  rye.  prolifle  ni  ccrx 
good  ihina  kind  earth  can  yield.  iNolure  niU6t  iiuvc  been  in  exceucui  humaur 
when  she  formed  thoae  lorely  plains. 

Noah  Peliebonc  emi^mtpd  from  Hartford  county.  He  had  three  pons  and  (oar 
daughters;  tiie  names  of  the  f*ons  were  Noah,  Stephen,  and  Glivt^r.  When  the 
Indepeiideiil  companies  of  Durkeu  and  Ransom  were  raised,  Stephen,  the  aecml 
aon,  enlisted  and  marched,  near  the  close  of  lT76,to  join  the  army  of  Gen.  Waflk> 
ington .  leaving  Noah^the  oldest  brodier,  and  Oliver,  then  a  lad  of  14,  at  home  widi 

their  father. 

When  the  alarm  gun  gave  notice  that  the  enemy  was  in  the  valley,  Noah  re» 
paiied  psompUy  to  ttbe  post  of  danger;  was  in  the  dieadfol  eonfliat  that  ensued, 
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and  was  alain,  leaviag  a  young  wife  to  miagla  her  tears  with  thoie  of  bis  .aged 
fother,  for  hi§  Ion.* 

Stephen,  having  come  in  with  Capt.  Spalding's  company,  was  murdered  the  fol- 
lowing fipring  by  a  band  of  savai^es,  on  the  fla!?,  a  little  beyond  where  the  western 
abuUnent  of  the  bridge  terminates.  Mr.  W  lUiams  and  Mr.  Buck^  fell  at  the  same 
time,  and  Mr.  FoUet  was  diot,  pieioed  throogli  tereral  tiaiM  with  a  apear,  scalped 
and  left  for  dead — but  recovered.  His  own  account  of  the  matter  was,  that  know- 
ing they  would  strike  while  signs  of  life  remained,  summoning  his  utmost  power 
be  lay  perfectly  still,  notwithstanding  repeated  wounds,  pretending  to  be  dead. 
The  bold  aad  danag  deed  being  perpelnled  in  plaio  ri^t  of  Wilkeabarfey  die 
Indians,  hayinff  brief  space  to  effect  their  purpose,  did  not  strike  him  with  the 
tomahawk.  The  imtlinrhiri!:''  tlrnmsss  dil^pwyed  WatailSOSt  more  than  httllMl} 
we  know  ol  but  one  paraiioi  mstance.f 

Hun  two  of  Hie  old  man'a  aone  pooied  Ofot  their  lile  blood,  irietims  to  Indian 
barbarity,  mwrtyrs  in  the  holy  caote  of  Liberty  and  Independence. 

The  younger  brother  Oliver  was  in  Forty  Fort  at  the  time  ol  its  surrender.  On 
the  deeeaBe  of  his  father  the  care  of  the  iami\y  and  estate  devolved  on  him.  The 
writer  lemembera  him  wdl  as  he  appeared  thirty  y  eaia  aga  He  was  tail,  slender, 
bat  well  made,  of  iiaok  aiui  agreeable  manners.  We  knew  him  in  public  life  as 
rommi«isioner  of  the  county,  a  viffilant  and  faithfid  officer:  and  as  a  private  <»en- 
tieman  hberal  and  kind,  ever  assiduous  to  please.  He  was  a  man  of  perfect  in- 
tegrity end  heaonr.  Having  lived  to  the  good  old  age  of  70,  he  died  in  March 
1832. 

Snrh  the  mingled  painful  and  pleasing  record  of  one  of  the  most  patriotis 
families  oi  Wyoming,  and  among  the  deepest  su&rexa. 

The  plantation  is  now  owned  by  Noah  Vit  is  right  to  preserra  the  old  femily 
name),  and  his  brother,  the  Hon.  Henry  rettebooe,  in  tne  posoossfaa  of  whose 

descendants  we  hope  it  mnv  rfmnin  a  tho\if*and  v^^r^  J\i'Ve  H  Pettebone.  of 
whom  weqpeak,  has  recently  received  that  appomtment  m  place  ol  iudge  Bennett, 
fMigned4 

*  The  widow  intermarried  with  Aiasrish  Walsoa,  a  tsspsctihia  ftraier  of  Hnatiagtsn. 

t  Related  by  Capt  Baiil  Hall. 

t  Col.  Erastus  Hill,  who  ovvhb  that  very  handsome  seat,  next  above  William  (^weetlandsy 
married  a  daughter  of  Oliver  Pettebonea  and  reaidiug  near  the  apot,  has  taken  great  interest 
in  the  ereetioQ  of  the  BonvmeBt.  In  We  poeeeetion  are  •  nrnnber  of  acnlle  ana  thigfi  bonee 

taken  frnm  tlic  jiil,  wlifrf'  \)]i'V  ^'.■<'r^  tir'-:f  itrjpn^itoii.  For  Bevoral  years.  iii>t  only  thf  <!<'cp 
Stroke  of  the  tomahawk  was  TiaiUe,  but  marki  of  the  accoraed  scalping  koife  were  plain  to 
be  eeen ;  while  the  rifle  ballet  hda  ia  tin  tUgh  boaa»  snosthly  cat,  wiUioet  tha  Issit 
-yWiit  or  fracture,    with  .1  -^irirp  bit  or  googaa  sadled atttch  iatereH.  Bat  Uwj  are  Ast 

crumbling  bjf  exposure  to  the  air. 

fP.  8.   ft  would  appear  that  patriot  blood  ran  warmly  through  the  besili  of  Ae  whole 

Pcttehone  fnmily,  for  our  researches  show  vis  th  it  those  who  remained  in  Connecticut,  if 
less  deeply  sufferers,  were  not  lees  actire  in  tlie  service  of  the  countr)r.  In  1775,  Col.  Jona> 
than  PettMHHio  esseBlilad  Us  reginent  and  addressed  them.  «Tiie  spirit  was  ao  feneroa*,*> 

aays  the  Rfcfird.  thit  n  number  sufficif^nf  to  form  threo  rompanies  of  6*^  men  rrrr^,  rx- 
elusive  of  othcere,  immediatelj  enliatodj  and  were  roadjr  tor  any  expedition  on  tiie  shortest 
notice.'* 

When  the  militia,  two  or  three  years  aflerwaidiy  wars  la-Oigaaiaad,  Col.  Pottahoaa  re- 
ceived the  command  of  the  18th  Recriment. 

A  ^lant  enterprise  waa  effected  in  1777,  in  which  Capt.  Abel  Pettebone  ofEnos*  Regi- 
ment, and  C'npt,  Lfverworth  nnd  FJy  of  Mcig«'  Regiment  took  the  lead.  Having  by  prreat 
celerity  Burpxised  the  ent^my  iii  Hurfio  Neck,  the?  took  six  lighi-horse  prisoners,  a  number 
of  horass*  cattle,  and  arms,  burnt  three  veeaais  loeded  with  provinoaa  for  New  York,  aai 
hrnkf  np  It  pestilent  neat  of  I  n  111  hnjii  rafMiahn  iftsr  nafaUiag  ■era  thaa  six^ailas, 
having  been  absent  only  10  hours. 
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NO.  VIL 

MBS.  MYERS. 

 "  You  say  we  have  fASsed  Forty  Fort     "  Yes — itspositioo  was  siUyradi 

to  our  right  when  we  were  at  the  meeai^-hoiiBe."  "  I  am  wanj  we  did  aoi  tHf 

long  enough  to  take  a  vieW;  ruined  and  dilaqvidaled  as  I  know  it  is,  of  that » 
aauch  talked  of  fortificatloQ.  But  nrc  there  not  some  of  the  ancient  people  um2 
neai,  who  were  here  in  those  limes  of  peril  and  sudenng,  whoae  recoikctwai 
could  furnish  ns  with  iiuidenta  worth  remembering,  and  charaeteriadeaaeato 
of  some  of  the  diaHiigiiiahed  men  of  that  day  V  Thcwe  are  seyeral  in  the  nei^ 
bourhood,  and  amon-j  thern  a  hi<5hly  intelligent  and  respectable  laHv,  who  was  ?< 
years  old  at  the  time  oi  the  battle.  I  refer  to  Mrs.  Mteks.  I  think  she  is  mottiB 
of  the  present  sherifT  of  Luzerne;  her  maiden  name  was  fiemielt;  dangbMrtf 

 Bennelt  Some  years  ago,  when  Ftofeasor  Silum wm  in  the  TaUef ,  M 

by  the  same  liberal  niriasity  which  «epm?  to  n-imateyour  breast,  he Tisiled Ma 
Myers,  and  I  had  the  good  fortune  to  be  present  at  the  interview.  Mr.  &  w 
almost  an  enthusiast  in  whatever  related  to  Revolutionary  story.  An  aidonliM 
of  liberty  himself,  his  gallant  ftdier  waa  an  officer  in  the  war  for  indapiailnat} 
so  he  entered  with  that  hearty  zeal  upon  his  inauiries,  wluoh;  froni  ^Vipi^ 
awakened  in  Mrs.  Myers  a  hvely  recollection  of  tne  time. 

"Our  men,  Mrs.  M.  said,  marched  out  two  or  three  abreast,  with  drums  besiing 
•Dd oolours  nyiog.  They  were  all  oonaoious  that  theie  was  great  danger;  tber 
knew  not  the  strength  of  the  enemy,  for  they  had  confoaled  it  ^vitL  rr^^:'.'  skil 
She  mentioned  this  lact:  One  of  the  people,  a  Mr.  i'  lnch,  had  been  atioi  ^ 
scalped  two  days  before  the  engagement,  near  the  gorge  of  the  mountain; 
from  where  Shoemaker's  tavern  now  ia.  A  Mr.  Hewitt  at  the  same  time  was  ekix 
through  the  hand.  A  considerable  part)'  wefit  niit  on  the  '2d  of  July  to  briniiawiy 
the  remains  of  Finch,  and  did  so  without  interruption.  Afierwards  it  was  knffm 
that  several  hundreil  Indians  were  concealed  within  striking  distance,  aod  oodi 
earily  have  destroyed  our  whole  patty,  but  did  not  choose  to  nnreil  flieir  tinqA 
lest  our  peopio  s};onld  become  too  cautions. 

"After  our  nn  u  iiad  marched  forth  from  the  fort,  sevoml  horsemen  wercM* 
galloping  up  from  towards  the  Ferry.  All  eyes  were  upon  iiieiu  ;  iheir  horse*  jaW- 
were  yet  in  a  foam — ^the  sweat  dropping  from  their  panting  sides.  They  pn>^ 
to  be  Capt.  Durkoe,  Lieut.  Phineas  rearce.  and  another  officer  from  CaptSp-w 
incf  s  company,  which  had  arlvajiced  as  far  :is  Sfiupp's,  aho  it  i;  fry  miles  (}i-*UQ«; 
and  these  gallant  men  had  lidden  all  nio;hi.  i'hey  learned  liiai  our  people  W 
gone  ont  to  meet  the  enemy.  <  A  morsel  of  anythmg,  Mtb.  Bennett,'  said  thejto 
ner  mother — '  a  morsel  of  food,  and  we  will  follow.-  The  table  was  ha.-<tily  «^ 
and  they  partook  of  their  last  meal.  Of  course  they  had  not  slept,  and  were  t«T 
unlit  for  tne  field  action.  Country  I — liberty  '.—home ! — wives !— children !-« 
friends l--all  were  in  danger;  and  they  allowed  no  seUtsh eouideniMai  to 
a  featlier  rmninst  the  behests  of  duty.  Forward  they  wfmf — ni^ed  into  tlio 
est  of  the  fight,  and  when  the  sun  ca.^^t  his  last  bright  glance  on  the  vallej,  ^ 
slept  in  llie  arms  of  honourable  death,  or  wound^,  were  prisoners  to  deaifl* 
jncainato,  leaerved  (the  thought  Is  di8lre68ing--4ioinble!)  reserved  ibragoaifll 
torture. 

"  Duringthe  battle,  those  le^t  nt  Forty  Fort  could  step  on  the  river  bank  aou  bear 
the  firing  distiiiclly.  For  a  while  it  was  kept  up  with  spirit,  and  hope  p»«'^^^ 
by  and  ay  it  beoame  btoken  and  irregular,  approacliing  nearer  and  oeaiw.  '^b. 
exclaimed  one,  'all  is  lost — oar  people  are  defeated — ^fhey  are  retreatiag- 
was  a  dreadful  moment.  The  batth^  began  about  four  in  the  afternoon.  J'lM  atef*" 
ning  a  few  of  the  fugitives  rushed  ui  and  fell  down  exhausted — some  womiJ'^^^"'* 
bloodjr.  Tbrongh  me  night,  every  hour,  one  or  more  came  into  the  fcit  OaW 
4th,  the  day  after  the  massacre,  terms  of  capitulation  were  agreed  upon  brt^^ 
Col.  John  Butler  and  CoL  Denisoo.  Hie  enemy  maiohed  ia  aix  abcetf^  P*^  ^ 
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one  gate,  part  at  the  other,  their  banners  ilying  and  music  plaTing.  On  paper 
the  tonne  era  frir^  end  eeeiirity  promieed  by  the  Tioter  to  life  aoa  property. 

But  the  Indians  immediately  began  to  rob  and  bum,  plunder  and  destroy  Col . 
Pf»ni^n  sent  for  Coi.  Butler;  they  Bat  down  together  oy  a  table  on  which  the 
capitulation  had  been  ftisned,  (which  is  yet  carc^lv  preserved  by  Mrs.  Myers.) 
81m  end  e  gid  a  littie  older  eat  on  a  seat  wifhin  the  ni^  close  by,  and  heard  ereiy 
word  they  said.  Col  D.  complained  of  the  injuries  doing  to  the  inhabitants  by 
the  pavagea.  '  I  will  put  a  stop  to  it,  sir.  I  will  put  a  stop  to  it,' said  Butler.  The 
plundering  continued;  Col.  D.  sent  again  for  Butler,  and  remonstrated  wiih 
•Bergy :— <CoL  Butter,'  aaid  he,  'we  ha^e  eurrendered  onr fort  and  anne  to  yon 
on  the  pledge  of  your  faith  that  life  and  property  should  be  protect^.  Articles  of 
capitulation  are  considered  as  sacred  by  all  civilized  people ;'  this  was,  perhaps, 
the  third  time.  '  TU  tell  you  what,  sir,'  replied  Col.  Butler,  waving  his  hand  im- 
patiendy,  <  lean  do  nothmswiditben^I  can  do  nothing  triihtfiem/ 

The  Indians,  to  show  their  entire  independence  and  power,  came  into  the  fort, 
and  one  took  the  hat  from  Cn]  Denison's  head.  Another  demanded  his  rifle, 
frock,  a  dress  much  worn  by  othcers  as  well  as  soldiers.  It  did  not  suit  CoL  D. 
to  be  thna  stripped— whereupon  the  Indian  nueed  his  tomahawk  menadngty,  and 
Col.  Denison  was  obliged  to  yield;  but  seeming  to  find  difficulty  in  taking  ofl  the 
garment,  he  stepped  back  to  where  the  yoiinL'  women  were  Bittine  :  the  jiirl  who 
sat  by  Miss  Bennett  was  one  of  C<^.  D.'s  own  lamiiy — she  understood  tiie  move* 
meetf  and  took  ftwn  apoaket  in  the  frock  a  pniee,  and  hid  it  under  her  apron ; 

fioek  WW  delivered  to  the  Indian,  and  the  town  money  (for  the  purse,  c<m» 
taining  a  few  dollars,  was  the  whole  military  rhcst  of  Wyoming)  was  saved. 

'^Mrs.  Myers  represents  Col.  Butler  as  a  portly,  good-looking  man^  perhaps  45, 
dresBcd  in  green,  tne  tmifoim  of  Butler's  rangers,  wiA  n  eap  and  mwber.  CoL 
Butler  led  tne  chief  part  of  his  aimy  away  in  a  few  days;  but  paitiea  Indiana 
continued  in  the  valley  burning  and  pluuderlrifr.  Her  fadier's  house  was  left  for 
a  week ;  she  used  to  go  out  often  to  s^  if  it  was  safe.  One  morning  as  she  looked 
OBt  fnm  the  fort,  fiie  after  fire  rose,  east,  west,  north  and  8outh^-«ttd  casting  her 
eves  towards  h<»ne,  the  flames  weia  bnistjog  nom  the  roof,  and  in  an  hour  it  wis 
all  a  heap  of  ruins. 

*  Why  flames  yon  fair  valley — why  shoot  to  tho  blast, 
ThoM  embleaw  like  ttan,  to  the  fimamest  csst  f 
*Tn  Tn  wm  tnown  or  nvnty  all  dresdlblly  driven!' 

In  a  week  or  ten  days  it  was  seen  that  the  articles  of  capitulation  atiorded  no 
security— and  those  that  remained  followed  their  friends  who  had  fled  imme- 
diately after  the  massacre  into  mile. 

Having  returned,  pence  returned  not  with  them.  Knrlv  the  following  spring 
Mr.  Bennett,  the  iiiUher  of  Mrs.  Myers,  a  lad,  her  brother,  and  Lebeus  HanmiMid, 
who  were  out  at  work,  were  captnred  by  a  party  of  six  savages,  and  hnmea 
away  to  the  nOfdi.  One  eveninir  the  2d  or  3d  day,  Mr.  Bennett  asked  one  of  the 
Indians  for  his  moccason  awl,  to  help  put  on  a  button.  '  No  want  button  for  one 
night '  replied  the  savage— from  which  the  prisoners  interred  that  after  another 
day  they  were  to  be  murdered.  While  the  Indians  went  to  a  spring  to  drink, 
they  concerted  a  plan  to  escape.  Mr.  Bennett  being  in  years,  was  permitted  to 
travp!  mrbonnd.  llammond  and  tlie  boy  had  thciranns  tied.  At  night  they  all  lay 
down  to  sleep  except  an  Indian  and  Mr.  Bennett;  the  latter  brought  in  dry  wood, 
kept  up  the  fire,  busied  himself  as  if  to  make  everything  as  comfinlaUe  as  he 
could,  and  tiien  seating  himself  by  the  fire,  took  the  bdian's  spear,  laid  it  on  his 
lap,  ant!  rolled  it  playfully  on  his  thigh.  Every  now  and  then  the  pava*^  would 
ca«t  a  look  at  him,  half  of  suspicion,  and  then  go  to  picking  the  deer^s  head  again 
which  he  had  roasted  and  held  in  his  hand,  nodding  the  while,  half  arieep. 
Tired,  the  other  Indians  who  had  laid  down  wrapped  in  their  blankets,  snored 
loudly,  and  Bennett  was  soon  assured  of  their  being  in  a  deep  slerp  Wntrhini^ 
his  opportunity,  he  thrurt  the  savase  through  with  tihe  spear,  who  tell  across  the 
bnrmng  logs  wltti  a  groan.  In  an  mslaot  mmmond  and  youns  Bennett  weie  cot 
loom,  and  the  other  Indians  attacked.  FlTe  wete  kiUed^  and  ue  other  fot  away 
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wounded,  a  spear  sticking  in  his  back,    i  he  vietan MOUl     hriaging  wiA  Am 

the  Indians'  scalps  and  their  arms  as  trophies." 

"Upon  my  word  I  there  was  trial,  suffering  apd  courage.  But  noue  of  Mrs. 
Myers*  family,  it  fsecms,  were  in  the  battle?" 

"  0  yes — not  her  lather,  but  her  broiher  Solomon  was  in  the  thickest  of  is 
encra^ement,  and  had  the  good  fortune  to  escape.  Tlie  Bknvktt  family  .siao^ 
forih  conspicuously  unjoui^  the  patriots  of  that  day,  who  fought  and  s«uiicrt;d  ios  i&c 
glorious  cause  of  uberty." 

<  '  Bli»sful  rest  to  tboM  who  have  departed !  Pta^ei^y  and  hajppinai^  to  |ba 
living!"* 

~  Mrs.  Bennett  htt  been,  and  yet  »  on«  of  thedMiMt  chMuuden  of  eailj  wemtu 
Though  the  light 

**  ReTiaits  not  those  orbs,  that  roil  in  vain 
To  And  Ht  pioreiag  my," 

the  rnentil  eye  retains  all  it<:  rnrlv  power  and  loiCn*   Though  BOW  (184^  8S  JOMO 
age^  it  is  a  pleasure  to  sit  by  her  side  and  hear 

'*  Of  most  disastrous  chances — ^bair  breadth  *scapes,'* 

trltoaieeJ  in  her  oveiitfhl  jwlh.  A  beaotifbl  sitaatioii  on  the  left)  helf  a  mile  olioeo  CdL 

Dorrance»8,  is  the  property  nnd  re^ulr  nrr  nf  that  brnthrr's  =;nn  who  wns  taken  with 
filther.  All  around  the  bouse  there  is  a  di«j)lay  ofneatnt^M  and  taste,  delightfiii  to  behmd. 
John  Bennett,  Eaq.,  hertdes  beio((  one  of  the  very  boot  Sktatm  in  tho  ymX^f  dwriaf  the 
Tnrrttion  of  our  canal,  proved  himself  an  able  engineer,  combining  widi  necaratc  math«inatic«l 
l^uowledge,  that  soundneKM  of  judgment  which  no  teaching  conJd  impart.  It  has  beec  auia^ 
thatono  of  the  eom  of  Mrs.  Myers  was  high  sheriff  of  the  county  ;  anutiicr  was  for  a  number 
of  years  an  approved  magistrate;  and  a  daughter  is  married  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  IV- ck ,  the  ab!" 
editor  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Review,  published  in  New  York,  and  a  polished  get^Ue^^kS, 
BJS  well  as  a  most  eloquent  proacher.  It  is  pleasant  to  trace  up  the  fortunes  of  deepN  aoffeN 
iag  AmtUee  from  tbo  gloom  of  tho  oldoa  tiino  to  tho  btighlBon  whioh  now  giMo  thou  pik 


NO.  vin. 

THE  SUOEMAKEK  FAMILY. 

'<Stof!  Draw  the  reins,  boy.  Stay  romrbonea!  Let  natany  a  monieot he- 
fore  this  beautiful  mai-;=i'>n.  A  double  house,  set  in  from  the  avenue  far  euoLkA 
to  allow  a  spacious  yard,  lofty  shade  trees,  fruits,  flowers  and  shrubbery  la  ei- 
uberaiil  profusion,  yel  nothing  crowded !  See  that  Peacock  spreadLug  his  gcdi^ 
honours  as  he  moves  upon  the  velvet  lawn.  Upon  my  word,  thia  W(md  he 
thought  handsome  in  New  Haven  itself!" — ''Yes,  and  possibly  the  pattern  mij 
have  been  take-;  from  that  fijie  city,  for  the  owner  was  educated  at  Yale  '■ 
is  he  adescenii.ua  iroia  an  old  Wyomnig  patriot?'  ''Ay,  by  both  mdes  oi  the 
house.  The  Hon.  Charles  Detiiaon  Shoemaker  is  the  son  of  thelale  Kliyah  Sbo^ 
maker,  formerly  sheriff  of  Luzeme,  who,  it  will  l>e  recollected,  was  tlie  son  cf 
Lieut.  Benjamin  Shoemaker,  so  treacherously  slain  by  ^^Tiulcckcr,  on  the  div 
the  ma^siicre.  Bcnjamui  had  married  tlie  daughter  of  the  good  old  Camerooua 
Scotchman,  frequently  spoken  of  in  our  preceding  |>ages.  That  the  aUianee 
is  cherished  as  it  should  \>e  is  shown  by  "  M'Dowal  "  being  given  as  a  middle 
name  by  Sheriff  Shoemaker  to  one  of  his  sons.  Kli^i!!  S!)npniaker  hnd  nn-ned  t 
daughter  of  Col.  Nathan  Denison,  whose  name  la  it&ch  an  eulogy,  and  fry  uooj- 
moiw  widi  every  manly  Tirtne." 

In  respect  to  tho  two  grandfathers  our  annals  are  so  full  as  to  leave  no  details 
necessary  here,  furthr-r  than  to  say,  that  their  plantation  was  the  original  allot- 
ment of  Mr.  Shoemaker  when,  as  one  of  tlie  Forty,  he  came  in  cm  the  tirst  seUie- 
ment  of  Wyoming.  Elijah,  the  father,  added  to  it  several  lo<s.^Belweeii  ^ 
avenue  and  the  mountain,  he  held  a  mile  square,  bounded  on  the  four  sides  by 
ro7i(h,  and  «Tibipct,  when  the  crops  became  inviting,  to  the  depredations  of  c^e. 
Durmg;  those  summer  months,  just  at  dawning  of  day  you  might  see  himmouoteiL 
two  itioDg  and  fitvoivite  df^nis  compentoosj  staitiiig  for  a  firarmile  ride  loui 
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that  favourite  portion  of  his  place.  The  early  and  stirring  activity  oi  the  master  kept 
slive  a  similar  spirit  in  all  around  liim,  and  it  required  the  abundant  product  of 
his  large  plaotmon  to  support  his  numerous  family  and  meet  the  denmnds  whsdi 
his  hospitality  and  too  greatly  obliirini^  trisposilion  ma<le  nT^ni  him.  Every  one 
who  wanted  a  favour  ^vaa  sure  ot  an  obliging  answer,  and  almost  certaia  of  aid 
§fOm.  his  puree,  his  granary,  or  his  name. 

After  hnisBing  lus  stuaies  and  graduating  at  New*Iiftven,  C.  D.  ShoemaM 
rctnmr  I  ;ind  ^vas  soon  after  appointed  prothonotary  of  T.ir/cme,  subsequently 
judge  of  the  county,  which  he  held  for  several  years.  Among  the  active  busi- 
ness men  of  the  county,  he  has  several  brothers,  all  in  prosperous  circurobtances. 

"  Pleasing  as  ve  tlie  speculations  and  beaiitiliiltfao  ravieW|  we  mnst  not  Uager 
Kbo  Umg,  but  liaaien  on  to  other  inviting  seenes."  ■  ^  ' 


NO.  IX. 
IVDOE  DENISON. 

^' More  gently  here :  we  approach  the  hallowctl  «pot  wlicre  tlie  aged  and  the 
Yonng  men  of  Wyoming;  gathering  around  their  wives,  their  mothers^  and  theii 
fitfie  ones,  to  shield  fliem  nom  ttie  fory  of  the  rotUess  savages-^o  protect  dieir 
heartlis  and  their  altars  from  violation— -presented,  in  amy  of  arms,  their  own 
breaM^  to  the  foe.  Many  were  okl  arul  feeble;  many  were  yoongand  tender j 
few  had  been  accustomed  to  war,  and  all  were  undisciplined.'' 

*•  Why  then  did  they  go  ont?»» 

"  What  could  they  do '  The  effective  men  of  Wyoming  were  away  with 
Waf»hingfon's  army.  Already  liad  the  enemy  made  a  lodgment  in  the  upper 
part  of  the  valley ;  and  unless  defeated  and  driven  back,  tho  whole  settlement 
wwdd  become  a  scene  of  mmder  and  conflagration  from  their  scattered  buidak 
16  bring  all  together  into  fbfta  was  impracticable,  and,  dispersed  as  they  were, 
where  were  they  to  obtain  provisions'?" 

"1  see  how  it  was — they  must  tight  and  conquer,  or  be  slaughtered,  without 
^  hononr  of  a  manly  resistance.'' 

"As  brave  men  were  wont  to  do,  they  took  oonnsel  of  flieir  oonrage,  and 
marched  out  to  meet  danger  in  the  very  teeth  Tt  is  not  my  purpose  now  to  describe 
the  battle  j  but  look  to  the  left.  Do  you  observe  that  ancient  looking  red  house, 
standing  m  a  dozen  rods  from  the  rrad,  snrroonded  by  those  venerable  trees? 
That  was  the  residence  of  Col.  Nathan  DcmsoM,  who  commanded  the  left  wing 
of  the  American  troops.  Though  unfortunate,  his  conduct  on  that  day  was  that 
of  a  faithful  and  brave  officer.  Outranked  and  overpowered  by  a  vast  superi- 
ority of  numbers,  the  change  of  position,  wisely  ordered,  became  a  retreat-— the 
retreat  a  rout — the  battle — a  massacre." 

"I  tremble — my  heart  sinks  within  me,  and  a  cold  shivering  come?  over  my 
fmme,  when  1  hear  of  that  bloody  affair.  But  pray  tell  me,  is  it  true  that  Col. 
Denison  took  command  of  tlic  fort  ?  Is  it  true  liiat  when  called  on  to  surrender 
and  he  asked,  'What  terms?'  they  answered-^  Ths  Hatchxt,'  and  neverthe- 
less, witliotit  further  attempt  at  defence,  he  g*ave  up  the  fort  to  certain  destruction, 
and  ahrio»t  every  soul  was  murdered  before  his  eyes  I'' 

•*No — It  is  not  true.*' 

**  Such  is  the  statement  of  Ramsay,  Gordon,  Botta,  Marshall,  and  I  think  the 

T.ondon  (Jentlpnian's  Magazine  for  1778.*'  -  All  false— aU  dilbieDt  veiaioiia  or 
the  same  atory,  but  agreeing  in  the  grossest  errnr'^." 

'*  He  did  not  then  surrender  his  coniiuand  lu  liie  cruolty  of  tlio  enemy,  who 
threatened  them  with  the  hatchet,  and  that  without  effort  to  protect  them  r 

"No — no.  All  these  statementfs  do  great  injustice  to  Col.  I)ciii?nti;  and  it  is 
stranL^*'.  iu  his  lifetime,  he  did  not  take  means  to  remove  this  nnproesion  from 
his  fair  lame.  No.  His  conduct  iu  the  very  trying  hour,  when  tho  fort  was  suv^ 
nmded  by  an  eonilting  and  vidoriouB  enemy,  waslhat  of  a  wise,  firm,  and  ptp 
B 
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triolte  affleer.  I  knre  to  tifct  tiwrny  ooomIob  to  imbim  Ui  i 

persions.  Knowing  his  worth  and  venerating  his  memory,  I  take  plea^mne  to 
vindicate  his  character  and  to  speak  his  just  praise.  Col.  Denison  sun^idered 
on  teroiB  of  capitulation,  considering  the  circumstances  in  which  he  was  ^ac«a, 
bonoorable  to  nUt  ohanolor  as  an  omoer:  above  all,  ahidduig  and  pnilMlaf  4» 
women  and  children — all  who  were  in  tne  fort,  from  violence.*  Perhaps  h'i^]}r. 
powers— a  more  consummate  prudence— equal  boldness  and  8elf-po5^ef=*ion.  are 
necessary  to  save  the  remnants  of  a  people  so  situated,  than  to  leaii  i»ucces«tiiity 
in  battle.  Manhall,  in  bis  late  edition,  baa  coneoled  the  enor,  and  giTWi  e  i 


correct  account  of  the  transaction.  The  universal  respeot  nod  confideoce  that  atr 
tended  Col.  Denison,  from  the  battle  to  the  time  of  his  death,  attest  the  hi^h  esti- 
mation in  which  his  character  was  held  among  the  inhabitants  of  Wyomiogf  vM 
wera  witnoMOt  nif  and  aAetod  by,  his  oondooL 

"  When  the  jarisdiction  of  Connecticut  ceased,  and  the  laws  of  Penna^^rnnia  te> 
came  supreme  in  Wyoming,  Col.  Deniimn  was  appointed  from  policy,  as  htr'm 
a  favourite  of  the  people,  in  whom  they  had  entire  conlidence,  one  of  the  aseoor 
ate  judges  of  the  oonit  Four  weie  oommiflaioned :  Denison  and  Gor ' 
as  being  partial  to  the  Yankee  interest;  Fell  and  Hollonback— one  a 
nia  Quaker,  the  other  a  Virginian — were  preferred  as  having  the  confidence,'  in  » 
peculiar  degree,  of  the  other  party.  A  man  of  good  sense  and  stem  integrity— tkt 
•election  was  made  with  great  wisdom  and  propriety." 

"  Do  you  remember  Wyoming  so  long  ago  as  to  be  able  to  reoall  dMoemlll 
fecoUection,  when  all  four  of  the  judges  were  on  the  bench?'- 

<'0,  yes — perfectly:  1  see  them  now.  Courts  were  held  in  the  chamber  at 
what  was  tbe  old  academy,  the  jail  being  below.  Behold  SheniT  Cab  widi  Mi 
white  staff  in  advance  eco  that  short,  (at}  somewhat  aged,  but  active  man,  wA 
a  smart  cocked  hat.  coming  up. — Look  again  :  they  are  arranged  on  the  hemk 
The  President  of  the  Court,  Judge  Rush,  in  the  centre:  on  his  right  Judges  I>em- 
•OQ  and  Gore— on  his  left,  Judges  HoilenbadL  and  FeU.  Dignity  and  deoorv 
maik  their  appearance  and  proceedings,  so  iar  as  it  was  possible  to  restrain  da 
impetuosity,  the  wit.  or  mischief  of  a  numerous  bar  of  highly  talented,  bm  feme- 
what  ungovernable  lawyers.  Judge  Denison,  though  cheerralin  the  social  cude. 
never  laughed  and  seldom  smiled.  His  loolu  were  grave,  bot  pleasing— ad 
sad,  bot  extraoMdy  sedate.  Such  was  the  character  of  all  his  depoiteent  Ki 
judgment  was  sound,  as  his  heart  was  pure:  but  there  was  nothiof^ ahowy  abod 
him — no  attempt  at  effect — ^bat  all  reposed  ui  him,  because  his  integrity  wafi  ua* 
doobted,  while  his  good  sense  and  intelligence  inspired  unlimited  contuience. 

''The  presidCTtjodge  with  a  slight  cast  in  his  eye,  tliat  ^^avc  a  pecuUaurbut  not 
unpleasant  expression  to  his  countenance,  had  a  look  lull  of  intelligence,  quick- 
ness and  siugacity: — 'Are  you  read^,  gentlemen,  on  the  part  of  the  defendaatv 
How  clear  bis  voice,  how  distinct  lus  enunciation !  To  the  grand  jury  his  chaigw 
were  models  of  purity  of  t«tyle,  soundness  of  sentiment,  and  impinsniTiMiosi  sf 
delivery.  But  look  at  thf  b:ir — there  is  lawyer  Dick,  a  thick,  stout  set  genllemiB 
of  five  and  thirty.  Wit,  humour,  sarcasm,  playing  about  his  round  face.  He 
comes  oat  in  thunder— he  sets  the  court  in  a  roar  of  laughter,  and  having  ihrowa 
tbem  off  their  guard,  by  a  few  powerfid  but  pertinent  remarks,  drives  his  cMsa 
home,  and  wins  it,  if  possible  to  be  won. — ^Tliat  tall,  delicate  looking  genllemalL 
ho  neatly,  1  might  say,  elegantly  dressed,  is  Dan  Smith,  of  Northumberland  Se? 
he  turns  pide  and  actually  trembles  as  he  rises  to  speak :  you  are  intere^ed  bj 
such  exceeding  modesty,  and  half  fear  he  will  not  be  able  to  go  on.  Fear  aodiii^^ 
What  grace — ^how  sweetly  his  voice  breaks  on  the  ear — what  words  of  persuasive 
wisdom  begin  to  flow — and  now,  pour  along  in  a  rapid  torrent.  Ah !  that  is  elo- 
quence. Just  such  a  man,  were  I  a  girl  of  twenty,  niethinks,  1  should  fall  in  lavs 
with — were  he  ten  or  fifteen  years  youngev. — Observe  that  heavy  stout  gendenaB, 
withlaige  bead  and  florid  oomplezioo :  Slop— be  is  about  to  speak.  Howiapd 

*  After  die  mrrender,  ttere  was  bat  one  lifb  lost  in  the  ftrt.  It  it  importaBt  that  thv 

matter  be  rightly  coniprrhondrd.    Tcli  pxccution  of  Bovd  \va8  the  onlj  instan.  c  of  Iii> 
being  Uken,  aOer  the  capitulation,  untU  Col.  John  Butler  l^  WyomiMg  wUk  ku 
Tana  began  aeenee  of  aimer  sad  eeaisgniioo,  bf  r    '  ' 
bsafemdhseeddaeti  
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his  dcliveTT — the  word?  croxrd  so,  one  upon  the  other,  they  PometTrnof  rholcff 
iinerance :  then  the  stream  Hows  again.  He  talks  good  seoAe.    Why  shouldn't  hel 
His  head  lukB  more  law  ID  it  tiwn  half  a  modam  libraiT." 
"  Who  is  he?" 

"  It  is  Evan  Rice  Evans,  a  powerful  adyocate  with  n  -zoM  fee  and  nn  intricatp 
omxae.  This  very  handsome  man  on  the  left  is  Chaulcs  ilALL,  of  buubury.  Hie 
drasa  ia  rioii— hovr  oeaQy  Iria  roiBe  ia  plaited !  Slow,  dietiiMst,  nid  very  pleasant 
in  speaking,  he  prepares  with  care,  and  a^es  his  caxme  whk  excellent  skUI. 
But  here  is  the  distinpiished  Thoma*<  Coopfr  !70!n£r  to  speak  in  a  criminal  cansr 
^ort,  roond,  stooping  forward — ^bis  head  nodding  as  if  too  faU  of  matter  to  hold 
olill-^  florid  and  right  English  oonatenanod^and  oomplexioii.'' 

"  WiU  he  speak  long  ?" 

Not  he.  ITi«  forte  is  to  seize  two  or  three  stronir  points  and  prefent  them  for- 
cibiy  to  tl^  court  and  jory.  He  never  wearies  by  long  speeches :  never  uses  a 
word,  an  iUtudatioa,  or  an  aignment  that  ia  not  to  the  parpom.  A  man  of  extra- 
ordinary ondowmenhi^— of  most  difltingnished  genius  ;  But  there  rises  an  ansvrafer 
to  Mr.  Cooper.  Obser^'e  that  tall — raw,  T  had  alnioett  «iid — and  awkward  man; 
how  he  scratches  his  head — depend  on  it  there  is  something  in  it.  How  high  he 
piMiea  hia  Toioe:  bovr  load  be  apeaka :  how  plain,  nnaeleoledi  almost  coarse  in 
his  language.   Yet  is  thflie  matter  in  Um." 

"  But  who  is  he^" 

That  is  John  Hoss,  of  Easton.  He  has  nol  a  particle  of  grace,  but  he  is  in- 
dsfirtigalile :  hit  dreaa,  though  good,  ia  nwkwaidly  put  on ;  wliat  does  he  care  ?  the 
law  is  hia  atndy — the  pnoooe  his  delight  He  minglea  freely  with  all  classes, 

hirrh  and  low.  and  has  a  thorough  kriowledj^e  of  human  nature.  Hence  he  h  a 
most  fiucceselul  jur^  lawyer:  and  not  only  remarkable^  hut  renowned,  in  ah  rhe 
aonti  he  praedeea  m,  for  hia  teehnical  aoeoraey  in  dmwing  indictments,  and  his 
almost  ineaiatible  ingenuity  in  nulling  them  to  pieces,  when  drawn  hy  anoUier.'' 

"  You  aTnn«e  me  with  these  sketches  of  the  old  Ivir.  Can't  yon  pivo  us  a  por- 
trait of  Sitgreavet^j  Dan  Levy,  Duncan,  Charles  Houston,  Bowman,  Wells.  Grit- 
to,  Dyer,  CirtUn  aiid  PdmerV  '  >  . 

Stop-Hrtop— you  are  cutting  out  too  much  work  for  one  afternoon."  ''Yea,  I 
could  give  yon  a  characteristic  trait  or  two  of  enrh  :  bnt  not  now.  Besides,  it  wa«i 
not  my  purpose  to  speak,  at  present,  of  any  of  the  Luzerne  lawyers.  Of  all  the^e. 
aa  time,  opportunity,  and  humour  shall  prompt.  Soon  after  the  establishment  ol 
■eaea,  Jldge  Oenison  returned  to  Stonington,  Connecticut,  and  with  filial  piety 
brought  ont  hi'^  Ti^rd  father  to  reyido  with  him.  The  old  gentleman  aorrifod until 
1802L  and  then  was  gathered  to  his  native  earth,  a^^ed  88  years. 

**C6t.  Denison  deoavted  this  life  January  25th,  1809,  aged  68  years. 

''His  piety  was  ardent.  The  sweet  influences  of  religious  faith  and  hope  chaal* 
ened  nnd  elevntrd  to  saitit-like  purity  his  naturally  nmiablc  di^pnviMnn  One  of 
his  eons,  now  no  more,  was  several  years  a  representative  fronri  Luzerne  m  the 
Assembly,  and  afterwards  in  Congress,  in  both  of  which  stations  he  served  with 
distinguished  ability.  It  ia  eoneeded  that  to  Mr.  Geoi^e  Denison,  with  Judge  Scolt 
and  Jod^  Mallery,  we  owe,  \n  a  great  degree,  all  that  1?^  brnefieial  in  our  sys- 
tern  of  mtemal  improvemeut,  specially  aa  regards  northern  FeonsylTania:— 
Bat  yonder  is  the  monument." 


NO.  r 

LUKE  SWEETLAND. 

STRAvnrr?  w}i'i  vi-it  Wyoming,  besides  having  in  view  a  visit  to  the  m  on  nrnent. 
the  battle  ground  and  bloody  rock,  should  cross  the  bridge  and  paan  up  through 
Kingston  lor  the  piea&ure  of  the  n«le.  The  road,  or  rather  noble  avenue,  for  live 
milai>  ia  an  himand  foel  wida^  dMiwing  thai  tiM  muMia  of  lh»  tstily  wmm  wmt 
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gmdualeU  OQ  ao  narrow  8cftie.  The  Kington  gumttomen  (thanks  |m>baU|  id 
miit  tailiM) ,  Imk? •  dinplayed  •  much  greater  degree  of  iMte  in  thflir  MUiBfpivte 
improveiiMiit  of  their  grcnuids,  and  in  ornamental  shrubbery  around  their  d»cfr- 

ings,  \)vm  their  neichbonrs  A  coinr^runon.  (fuirk  to  }\rar.  iMtMl)ii'^*nt  lo  rf4a&» 
and  wuU  fiutticient  tact  not  to  aiuio)  by  tuiieuig  loo  much,  wouid  add  to  ihte  pk»- 
mn  of  Iha  jsnit  Fnmi  unong  ii  ity  elegant  ooimtr^  maia,  «a«  on  laA,  Mil  a 
mile  after  pawing  Col.  Denison's,  would  immediatelv  atlnct  idnMilliop  aai 
eliftt  praise.  It  is  the  rcsidenco  of  William  SwcHJand,  Esq.  For  xnanj  je-iTt 
au  tiiiierp rising  meichaiity  wealth  haa  flowed  inio  hn$  coffisn  aa  il  tl&ejr  werv  tft 
Mtural  depoatf.  Beaite  tiM  wnbuHiriBnfitit  aioinid  Us  nuniioD,  kMf 
taioiight  in  pipes  from  the  motmtain  more  than  a  mile,  water  from  a  t^aqg^  Ihi 
hp  miijht  have  a  cool  ami  gu.-iliirig  .stream  at  )u-^  iWor,  8ho\r-^  that  }m  hwt»  the  risitf 
Apml  lo  render  home  an  agreeable  place.  His  miU«  within  the  ravioe  oC  tbe  mcNM- 
tftm,  and  aevenl  ftnu  with  whtte  eotiagee  fortfaer  up  upon  the  faille^  m.  mm 
of  ta^e,  enterprise,  end  tfoe  economj. 

Mr.  Swcetlnnd  was  one  of  the  delesrates  to  form  the  present  consbtution ;  aaA 
if  inclination  had  led  hin^  might  have  entered  into  pnblic  lite  in  amj  embam  im 
riiould  have  chosen. 

Thia  is  eaother  pleasant  instance  of  prosperity,  among  deedandeMe  fmm  w^f 
Wyoming  settlers  who  were  doomed  to  dread fni  snfierin^. 

Luke  Sweetland,  the  grandfather,  bore  aruib  u\  defence  ot  \\  yomiag,  althongii 
it  is  not  certainly  known  whether  lie  w«i  in  the  battle.   Immediaiely  aiier  ^ 
expulsion,  he,  with  twenty^fiTe  or  thirty  others  of  the  inhabitants,  united  togeihar 
ami  jninod  (not  enlisted)  the  company  of  Capt,  Spaldiirj    The  fact  is  shown  by 
the  receipt  Uiey  gave  to  Col.  Butler  fur  contineulai  arms,  liMued  to  them  at  i^cil 
Penn.   'Iheir  aid  thos  strengthening  Spalding's  company  enaUed  hiro  earikr  m 
aerah  to  Wilkeeberre  and  arrest  die  depredations  of  the'lndiana.  Mr.  Sweetftaai 
was  takfn  prisoner  with  .loseph  Blanchard,  near  Nanticoke,  where  ihey  had  croae 
to  mill,  (this  was  August  24,  177B,)  and  were  carried  by  the  ravages  to  ihair 
country,  near  Geneva  Lake.   Besides  the  constant  dread  of  torture,  hia  sniferiiip 
iirom  cold  and  want  of  food  during  the  winter  were  intoise.   A  man  of  ardent 
piety,  the  confuipnce  and  hope  imparted  by  religion  sustained  him     To  trafohis 
weary  days  of  captivity  would  be  but  a  repetition  of  ever-recurnug  domovs. 
After  having  failed  in  several  attempts  to  escape,  he  was  at  length  rescued  hj  oox 
army  under  Gen.  Sullivan.    Retoming  to  his  native  Connecticut,  he  fand  e 
rative  of  his  captivity  and  sufferings  printed     M:irir()rLl.  wIiIl  Ii  1-  in  lheposse»?i«i 
of  liio  writer.    In  later  days  1  knew,  and  know«i«^,  could  not  but  esteem  the  ^of*d 
old  mail.  His  taste  and  pride  took  a  right  direction,  and  were  of  much  vaioe  u>  ih£ 
settlement ;  I  refer  to  his  establishment  of  a  nursery  for  fruit,  and  Ins  inJiaduBiMn 
from  New  England  of  various  kinds  of  apples,  selected  with  care.    It  is  loni:;aiaoe 
he  wa.s  withdrawn  from  life.  The  contract  between  the  sulierinijfs  of  the  yrandiaif 
and  the  prosperity  of  his  descendant,  leads  to  agreeable  reflectiou&.  1  caiinot  ckM 
this  very  brief  notice,  without  a  passing  tribute  to  the  memory  of  TW^Iiaai  8iRie^ 
land  and  Belding  Sweetlarnl.  sons  of  the  old  trentleman,  who  in  early  life  were 
the  attached,  the  respected  friends  of  the  writer.   Thoncrh  in  a  pn«:itinT!  remarkable 
for  general  health  tliey  were  both  taken  away  m  the  midday  ut  acuvity  aoduM^u^ 
neae.  Peace  to  thoee  who  have  depeited  j  prosperity  end  IMnoiir  In  te  lifBgS 


N0.3Cr. 

CAPT.  M'KEHACHAN. 

Capt.  Wiluam  M'Ksrach  am  was  the  first  ofiicer  of  the  Hanorer  conipf. 
Evincing  at  once  a  spirit  of  wngtilar  modesty  ajid  pntnnti«:m,  he  said  \o  Capt. 
Stew^,  on  the  morning  of  the  ba^e:  My  poreuits  in  hie  have  thus  tar  been  (h<we 
of  peece;  you  h«fe beeaneed to  wei  and  aspiiiiomed  te  ewmnd  On  pande 
'  r-  mx  mm ;  Imt  in  'kir  ftrlrt  in  lamirniwq^  hsimil  ilawid  In  vm. 
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a  mistake  mliht  prove  fatal.  Tako  rm  the  lead,  I  will  fis:ht  tinder  you,  with  my 
men,  aa  an  aui,  or  a  private  ia  the  ranka.  Your  presence  at  the  head  of  the 
Hanover  boye  Will  inipatf eoDfideoee."  80  it  traeaivanged,  and  ttn^  iell  together. 

Mr.  M'Kerachan  was  a  nstiTe  of  Ireland.  Not  classically,  hot  wril  edocMled, 
ho  ]pfi  I^r-l fast,  county  Antrim,  in  thf»  pnmmfr  of  1764.  then  n  yonnfr  man,  to  seek 
bis  toriuiiG  in  America.  Landing  in  Philadelphia,  he  passed  into  Chester  county, 
Mid  lenght  aehool  la  Mentmel,  Ibra  teason ;  from  menee  he  weal  to  Bockeeooafr. 
There,  in  New  Jersey,  he  spent  a  yt  nr  or  two,  ooeapied  hi  tte  heneorahfe 
profpRgion  of  a  schoclma^tpr  An  early  as  1774,  the  romance  of  the  Wyoming 
contest  attracted  aed  pleased  his  ardent  imagination;  and  he  became  a  settler  at 
Mantiaeke,  Haaofar  tovaahip.  Ailar  UifllnietinfohiMfeR  a  brief  period,  aeeDes  af 
raider  scope  and  more  cemiaanding  interest  engaged  his  attention.  Haying  ac- 
cnninlatodby  industry' and  economveofficentfniulf*,  he  =pt  np  a  store,  and  purchaped 
landii.  Among  lua  papers  recently  feaed,  are  a  number  of  deeds  tor  Taiuable 
ttaetS)  dbawiof  that  iia  had  become  a  ^wy  reapeeieMe  landed  proprietor.  In  hte 
laoaimiailiiiii  book  are  sereral  pinaagan,  indicative  of  his  studies,  knowledge  and 
chnrarfrr  MnfliPrnntif nl  problf^mf.  some  of  them  belonsin!^  to  navij^ation.  i^how 
tiiat  that  branch  ol  science  was  tiamiiiar  to  him.  An  entry,  made  June  24,  1768, 
'wanid  iadioate  serioos  aabjeeta  oeoopied  his  thoughts,  and  that  he  was  of  the 
Presbyterian  persuasion.  "The  Saturday  before  the  aaeraanent,  Mr.  Foster  had 
his  tf»v!  in  Mn'thf'.v  the  12th  chapter  4 2d  verse  Tlie  •<aerament  moming  hb, 
Carmichaei  haci  \nf<  icxt  in  the  l^h  chapter  and  3d  verse  of  Isaiah. 

<<The  evening  sermon  by  Air.  Foster.— -Text,  6th  chapter  and  1 1th  verM  ofthe 
Ephesians." 

Thrit  he  wa^  not  onlv  o'^teemed  in  bi^  immediate  neighbonrhnod.  but  by  the 
oommuQity  at  large,  is  shown  by  his  commission  from  the  authorities  in  Connec- 
ticat,  aa  a  magistrate  in  Westmoreland,  and  one  of  the  judges  of  the  court. 

Sevaral  stanzas  of  poetry  aia  hi  his  hand-writin<jr-  Whether  original  or  oopied| 
it  is  impossible  for  uh  tn  H(>termine.  If  hi.H  own ,  rhey  sliow  talent;  if  aeleoled,diay 
certainly  display  taste,  though  they  may  sound  old  fashioued : 

To  

**  Now  let  my  cares  all  buried  lie, 
My  griefs  be  ercr  dumb ; 
Ttnr  sorrows  swell  my  heart  so  high 
They  leave  ray  own  no  room.** 

Were  we  sure  the  poetry  \va.s  his  own,  we  would  copy  the  preceding  four  verses, 
irhich  have  some  pretty  lines  of  thought.  But  though  desiring  to  give  as  perfect 

a  picture  porisible  of  Wyoming  a!:d  it-  di>tinf:ui>liod  men,  we  must  not  swell 
our  volume  too  much  by  extrnneons  matter,  however  interesting.  He  was  tall, 
had  a  fine  person — an  alert  aiej^i — achuurliil  di^pucilion,  and  a  countenance  pleas- 
ingly expressive. 

He  fell,  as  the  reader  is  apprized,  on  the  of  July,  1778,  in  the  Indian  batfle. 
Farewell  to  the  brave,  tlie  L^eiu'ifnis,  the  true-henrted  Trishinan.  Ck'hiI*'  sleep  and 
a  happy  resurrection  to  hi?  manly  ^piril,  who,  in  tlie  midst  of  Haihcraiij  Jioiiours 
and  aocnmnlating  prosperity,  in  the  veiy  prime  of  manhood;  laid  down  nis  life  for 
Wyomhig! 


NO.  XII. 

MR.  SAMUEL  CAREY. 

While  our  minds  aure  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  at  Jacob's  Plains^  as  the 
upper  pait  of  Wakeobana  is  termed,  skatohmg  a  brief  oodiBa  of  the  Abbott's— 
tas  8aaria'a--aad  the  William<i'.  who  reside  there,  methinks  I  may  an  well  fulfil 
a  promise  previo'isly  made,  and  give  yon  some  aeconnt  of  the  fnmily  of  Carcy, 
their  neighbours:  a  name  which  stands  conspicuous  on  the  list  of  those  patriots 
wk»  Mfvad  wd  eaakiad  at  Wyonfaig,  ia  tlw  aaw  of  libai^  mi  Mr  a^ 
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Mr.  Samuel  Carey  ib  now  79  yean  dd ;  of  ooiorse  he  was  19  in  1778,  year 
of  the  battle.  Aollve,  aident  and  pabiodo,  lie  was  «nMl]«d  m  Capiaia  BidlaiM 
company — was  out  on  aeveral  scouting  parties  before  the  inTasi<m— w«i  wft  iB 

Wyalumn^'.  and  with  our  men  at  Exeter,  aiding  to  brin-i  awav  ihe.  rpmain? 
the  Hardings  auii  olhera,  murdered  by  the  Indians  a  day  or  two  belore  the  baOMB. 
On  the  fiatei  third  he  waa  at  his  post,  and  maiohed  with  Una  bnM  Bidlaek  li»  A» 
oonteet  Their  position  was  near  the  right.  The  left  wing  was  eariiaii  mmmti 

and  rctren'r  !,  bfin'^  thrown  into  entire  confusion  before  the  e*^n?re  or  rignt  sraw 
way  I  but  retreat  had  become  inevitable.  Mr.  C.  leit  the  road  aad  passed  dovs 
on  the  low  flats  near  whan  the  monnment  ia  now  baiae  arealad ;  Zippetak 
herd  was  neaiestto  him.  Hibberd  was  in  the  prima  of  early  manhfwwi,  nc  M 
hi?h,  built  at  once  for  strength  and  activity;  he  was  fstraisrbt  a«  a»t  ^t^w.  zrjd 
moved  with  a  light  elastic  step.  Of  him  it  is  told  by  several  ol  iUe  old  netxieBj 
that  in  then-  allwtw  sporta  Hmberd  would  take  off  nia  hat  and  ahoaa  let  tm 
eompanions  hold  a  string  extended  so  Uiat,  in  walking  wder  it,  he  c;<Mid  j/Kt 
touch  it  with  his  head :  he  would  then  elep  off  a  few  paces  til!  he  ijot  hi«  profMV 
distance,  return  on  the  spring,  and  leap  over  the  s^ng  with  the  aieniiee<t»  of  the 
bounding  deer.  His  activity,  and  manly  and  social  qualities,  raodeiTed  him  a 
gnneial  uvowile.  Mr.  Hibberd  waa  but  recently  mamiML  FMpamlioas  far  Ai 
engagement  had  been  made  the  day  previous.  Fear  waa  a  strancrer  to  ld>  brea*?: 
bat  he  was  sensible  and  sagacious,  and  he  saw  from  the  unprepared  tsi^Us  oi  mt 
people,  enfeebled  by  the  two  compaitied,  raised  for  our  special  defence,  beiag 
maidied  and  kept  away,  and  fiom  the  evidence  of  great  mae  on  die  part  of  itm 
enemy,  that  the  cli:inros  were  all  asrainf^t  Perhaps,  and  it  is  ihoujrht  there  w« 
a  particular  pre^ntimeat,  that  go  the  battle  a&  it  would,  he  should  not  surnrp 
But  listening  to  nothing  but  the  dictates  of  patriotism  and  duty,  he  fitted  hia«^ 
ibr  ihe  field — went  to  the  door — looked  abroad  to  the  brinht  beavieiiB  antd  Hn 
beriutifiil  earth,  then  clothed  in  the  rich  robe  of  approaching  harvest — ^-a/ed  a 
moment — rested  liis  gun  against  the  door-post — liastened  into  the  house  jtnd  jni- 
pretided  one  parting  kiss  on  the  pale  lips  ol  bii»  trembling  bride— spoke  not  a 
word,  iMrt  tore  himself  away ;  and  the  next  hour  there  waa  not  a  aoldier  that 
marched  to  the  fii^M  with  more  cheerful  ahicrity.    Ho  went  to  return  no  mor*'. 

Hibberd  and  Carey  ran  toiretluT  towards  the  river,  Hibberd  in  advance,  break- 
ing a  path  tliroui^h  a  heavy  piece  oi  rye.  The  obslruction,  perhaps,  prov^  fasti 
to  him ;  for  by  the  time  tney  g«H  tbroogfa  he  was  nearly  exhanBtod^  and  wbemmA 
signs  of  great  faiiijae.  On  cominji;  nrar  the  river  bank  and  leaving  the  rye  fieW. 
Mr.  Hibberd  sprang  to  the  sandbar,  Init  was  closely  pursued  by  an  Indian,  who 
overtook  him  before  he  could  gain  the  stream.  As  Hibberd  turned  to  de&ad 
himself  he  reoelTed  the  accursed  tpear  in  his  breaet,  and  ieil  lifeleea  on  the  sand. 

Mr.  Carey  got  to  the  river  lower  down,  and  succeeded  in  swimmini:  acro^ 
but  the  savages  hail  crossed  over  before  him.  and  he  was  instantly  surrcnmi^'d  by 
several.  One  who  seemed  to  have  authority  took  charge  of  him,  but  a  ^nall 
Indian,  pitted  with  the  amall-pox,  and  havinff  lost  an  eye,  (as  he  stood  naka^ 
for  IVIr.  C.  liiul  .stripped  off  all  his  clothes  that  lie  might  swim,)  with  a  malicioua 
smile,  drew  a  knife  up  and  down  his  breast  and  abdomen,  about  an  inch  from 
the  skin^  saying  the  while,  "  Te-te — le-te."  They  then  made  him  swim  back, 
boond  hia  hands,  and  he  waa  oondooted  to  Wintermoot's.  Hie  fort  had  bom  set 
on  fire  by  the  enemy  at  the  commencement  of  the  engagement,  and  Mr.  C.  taw 
the  remains  of  one  or  two  of  our  people,  who  had  been  thrown  on  the  bumiriff 
pile,  but  they  were  then  lifeless.  That  night  be  lay  on  the  gnmnd,  bound,  aod 
without  food.  The  next  morning  an  ofiioer  struck  him  on  me  month  with  hit 
open  hand.  You  are  the  fdlow/'  said  he,  that  threatened  yesterday  niol»' 
ing  you  would  comb  my  hair,  are  you?"  He  then  learned  that  the  Indian  who 
had  taken  him  was  Capt.  Roland  Montour,  who  now  gave  him  food,  unbound, 
and  led  him  to  a  young  savage  who  waa  mortally  wounded*  What  paaaed  he 
oould  not  tlien  perfectly  comprehend,  but  afterwands  learned  the  pnipoao  waa  id 
show  him  to  the  dying  Indian,  and  risk  if  his  life  should  be  preserved  nnd  be 
taken  to  the  Indian's  pareota  to  be  adopted  instead  of  their  lost  son.  lie  a&senied, 
and  yonuff  Card's  life  waa  aaTed.  tliey  then  painted  him,  and  gave  him  the 
name  of  the  dying  JadiiB— CoMtteunqno--^  the  tribe  of  Oiinndageoi 
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-  When  the  enemy  marched  irom  the  yaliey,  Mr.  Carey,  carefully  guanied,  was 
taken  with  them,  aod  when  they  reached  the  Indian  country,  was  handed  over  to 
the  fmlf  huo  whieh  he  bed  been  adopted,  where,  if  he  woold  have  oonlonBed 
to  sava^re  custonr^,  and  have  drunk  '^n  deep  of  tho  w:\trr^  of  for£jetfulnc?s  as  to 
oeame  to  remember  country,  connection  and  friends,  ho  might  liave  remained 
peaceable,  if  not  happy ;  but  beloved  Wyoming,  doublv  dear  from  her  sorrows, 
would  riae  to  his  slumbers,  as  it  was  ever  present  to  me  waking  hours,  and  he 
sighed  for  libertv  and  home.  Hr  tliitiks  the  old  Indian  and  s<|uaw— bis  savage 
parents — saw  that  he  could  not  muigle  m  spirit  with  them ;  for  tliey  used  con- 
stantly to  mourn  for  their  lost  boy.   Just  at  day-breaking  lliey  would  ^t  up  a 

Eitiful  cry— oh  1  oh !  ho !— and  at  erening,  as  the  sun  waa  going  down— oh !  oh ! 
o! — and  with  all  their  f?toicism  their  sorrow*!  avouUI  not  cea^c  At  times,  wliile 
here,  he  suilered  much  from  huager,  havlni^  only  a  spooiilul  of  parched  com  a 
day  for  several  weeks.  He  thought  he  should  have  iamished :  and  in  the  severe 
winieia,  hie  aoflerings  from  eold  were  eKtfeme ;  but  he  ehaied  like  the  rest  of 
fwnily,  and  thoy  evidently  meant,  after  once  adopting,  to  treat  him  kindlv 

M(Ke  than  two  weary  years  were  pa>»Hed  in  this  way,  when  he  <;ot  to  Niagara, 
where  he  was  detained,  though  with  iem  buHeriug,  until  restored  to  liberty  by 
the  glorioM  news  of  peace  and  independence.  It  was  on  the  29th  of  Jiau^  ^194. 
before  the  charming;  vall^  again  met  hie  eight,  after  haying  eoflefed  six  ymn  n 
distressirm  captivity. 

Mr.  Carey  mentions  the  lact^  stated  by  others,  that  W  alter  Butler,  a  lavourite 
eon  of  Cel.  John  Butler,  waa  killed  fay  the  Aneneans,  near  Mnd  Creek,  on  re> 
fuming  from  one  of  his  excursions  against  our  settlements  on  the  Mohawk.  He 
adds — vvhTit  before  I  did  not  remember  to  have  heard — that  one  of  the  Winter- 
moots  was  killed  at  the  same  time-  Butler  was  shot  by  a  rifle  ball  throusj^  the 
head,  aimed  at  him  firom  an  eztinoidinarjr  dislanoe. 

There  was  a  JoAi^-ph  Carey  and  Samuel  Carey  botli  killed  in  the  battle,  but  it 
does  not  Of«ur  to  my  recollection  whether  lhe\  wrrr  rehilives  of  the  Mr.  Samuel 
Carey  of  whom  I  now  speak.  His  brother,  Aatiiaxi  Carey,  was  in  the  engage- 
sent.  and  fortunately  eeoaped.  Their  father's  name  waa  Eieaaer  Carey,  a  name 
held  by  one  of  his  descendants,  still  known  and  highly  respected  in  the  valley. 

Tliouijh  at  the  advanced  tige  of  79,  Mr.  Carey  enjoys  toletable  health;  his  mind 
active  and  his  memory  sound.  Tliough  not  rich,  he  is  yet,  by  the  industry  and 
frnsality  of  a  long  life,  oomforiafale  in  hia  declining  daya,  and  has  the  happineaa 
of  having  sons  and  daughters  settled  around  him,  all  well  to  live,  and  all  respect* 
able — and  some  in  very  independent  circiirn*(ance?.  His  wife,  Theresa,  was  the 
daughter  of  Captain  Daniel  Gore,  of  wiioni  i  iiave  ^oken ;  so  that  if  the  mora* 
mg  of  life  waa  deeded  with  aorrow  and  woe,  hia  evening  ia  eelm  and  aerane.* 

 «  Bat  did  you  not  say  there  waa  a  Mr./eln  Gmy,  a  Ixbto  aad  finthfol 

soldier  in  the  revolutionary  war?" 

I  did :  the  brother  of  him  of  wh<»n  I  have  been  speaking.  An  old  and  re- 
ipeeled  fiiend,  I  will  give  yon  an  aooount  of  him  at  the  earilest  poaaible  raooieaL 
—'Do  not  hurry  me.  I  must  not  mingle  things  too  much  together.  In  due  time 
you  shall  hear  all :  but  have  patience.  I  have  a  great  deal  to  tell.  There  never 
was  a  people  who  did  more,  or  suffered  more— or  ever  received  so  little  remtme- 
Mlion.  It  waa  high  time  that  the  wrongs  and  enfleringa  of  Wyoming  ahoold  he 
fidly  elated,  and  an  aei^ected  and  traduced  character  be  vindicated.  While  1 
eaa  ipeak,  or  hohla  pen,  she  ahaU  not  need  a  tongne  or  hand  to  defend  her. 

*  Mr.  Ssoiasl  Csraj  died  in  IMS,  sad  wss  boned  widi  aiUitsrj  hoaonrs. 


Na  xm. 

COLONEL  RANSOM. 

GMaaaFaLMBilUweiiwaaawoikiagheeftomthe  beghming.  ThoQs^aeaioe. 
ly  14,  1m  enliilad  in  hia  fetfaei'a  eompuy  and  maiohM,  on  the  lit  tf  Jnmijy 
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1777—^  dead  of  wintef— to  m  Wartwnptm^aiiiny* 

flifltad  of  82  meiif  and  Durkee  s  was  equal. both  being  fiilL   In  ^  .....w- 

ing.  the  compariv  !i:id  62  :  b^t  Travlord,  fatnRr  of  C.  E.  (Jaylnrd;  two  S?iwver*.  bnv 
there  of  the  former  bheriif  Slocum^  had  died^  as  had  Spencer.^ — Undefwooa  JouKla 
rupture  and  was  disohaiiged.  FMer  waa  kiUed  at  MiUatooe— Cobooy  Waate^ 
Aiiatin,  and  James  Smith  had  returned  or  were  on  furlough,  l^eaa  pUKieaiBa 
are  a^vf^rtf^'i  tn  fnr  rhe  purpose  of  showing  beyond  doubt,  thn*  the  two  compames 
of  Durkce  and  Uausom  were  iarue— having  more  than  HO  m  oaek.  Tk^j  wtM 
Ify  Stroudsburgh  aud  reached  Morristown  early  in  the  evening. 

Thence  they  marched  to  Milbtonc — they  were  attached  to  no  mgiment  or 
Brigade— but  were  called  the  Iiidept  iideul  Compaiiif*-  and  p.cu^^  n-i  a  »li*tinrt 
corps — ^in  the  mo^l  aclive  aud  dangeroui»  positioit,  between  the  hues  of  liie  tw« 
armies.    The  enemy  was  at  Brunswick— our  men  at  MiUstone,  wuhin  btiie 
more  than  an  hour'!<  march.  As  might  have  been  ezpeoled,  they  wen  imma 
diatelv  rn-'Mjcd,    Tlif  cnrtny  came  out  in  considerable  force  to  fora^re.  an*! 
three  or  lour  pieces  ol  cannon.    General  Philemon  Dickerson  (brother  of  Jofaa 
Dickersoo,  author  of  the  Farmer's  Letters),  coimuauded  a  delaclunaut  of  New 
Jersey  militia,  who,  with  the  two  independeDl  eompanies,  attacked  the  Bdliik 
A  sharp  en^l^empnt  f^nsued — the  enemy  were  roiittNl    foriv  «even  waiion*  anJ 
one  hundred  and  thirty  lior?^es  were  taken.    In  ihid  «iiiii;aireinent  Justice  Porter 
was  cut  in  two  by  a  cannou  ball,  and  fell  dead  close  by  the  side  of  Scrj.  Tboia«& 
Williams.   Poiter  is  apokao  or  hy  all  who  knew  kiim,  aa  a  leiDarkably  iae 
fellow.    Pleasant  of  countenance,  well  formed,  extremely  active  and  wilha'  *^  v 
ant  and  f,'ay — a  most  cheertul  companion  .is  well  a.s  an  excellent  soldier,  ime 
of  the  w  agouti,  a  trophy  of  victory,  was  brought  to  Wyoming  by  CapL  liausom. 
hot  with  almoat  everytliing  ^se  was  ccmsumed  by  the  fire  of  the  mra^^im.  The 
value  of  the  properly  taken  must  have  been  considerable,  a.<*  each  soldier  >har«d 
four  dollars  of  the  proceeds*.    Two  of  the  militia  were  killed  aru!  a  number  ol  the 
iiriiibh.    It  was  a  gallant  affair ;  the  two  companies  were  commaaded  by  Dudcee 
aa  the  eldeat  captam.  In  spring  they  were  ordered  to  Boondbiook,  and  filaead  with 
ether  portions  of  the  army  under  Gen.  Lincoln.   Just  at  day,  the  morning  aAer 
their  arrival,  tho  enemy  came  upon  them  by  surprise,  on  three  si<U>5«.  Lincoln's 
horse  wa::^  saudied — he  mounted-— ordered  a  retreat  to  a  hiU  about  a  miie  di:»lanL 
Uttle  eieeatioo  waa  dona  by  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  alAoufb  they  were  quite 
near,  and  hallooed,    Run,  you  damnM  rebels,  run.''    If  our  men  knew  when  to 
run  away,  they  also  knew  when  to  flight — as  the  regulars  well  knew,  and  kept  ai 
a  respectful  distance  when  we  had  taken  up  a  suitable  position.  The  summer 
aickly ;  the  two  companiea  auffisied  from  the  camp  difllempet.  Thoae  aT 
inoculated  for  the  amaU-|Miz  who  had  not  prorioaaly  gone  through  the 
The  companies  were  in  constant  service  during  the  ensuin?  ev»^ritful  and 
campaign— wherever  there  was  danger  to  be  met  or  honour  to  be  won. 

They  were  in  tha  ha^lea  of  Brandywine  and  Germantown.  At  the  lNNiibaid> 
ment  of  Mud  Fort,  the  companies  being  stationed  at  Woo^lbury,  detachments 
were  drafted  for  duty  on  the  works  and  sustained  the  hottest  ol  the  enemy's  fire. 
Ccmatant  Matthewsooi  belonging  to  Hansom's,  being  with  a  delaohmettHt  uodtt 
the  command  of  Lieut  Spalding]*  waa  Idllad  in  the  fort. 

Now  the  companies  were  attached  to  the  let  Connecticut reaime at — Liout  OaL 
Russell  A*',  when  they  (irst  marched,  they  were  kcpr  a?  a  distinct  corps,  there 
is  reason  to  believe  it  was  uitended  to  keep  them  horn  VVyomuig  (where,  by  the 
raaoliition  of  Congress  for  raising  them,  they  were  to  be  atatiooed),  no  loader  than 
tte  pressing  emergency,  under  which  thev  were  called  away,  demanded ;  bmiha 
pressure  ol  circumstances,  j>uperior  to  all  Inw  or  (Mmtrat-t,  compelled  the  ^rem- 
ment  to  keep  them  beloW|  leaving  Wyoming  wholly  deteneeieae.  They  wintered 
at  VaUey  Foige. 

Rumoomnowoftfie  meditated  attack  of  the  savages  upon  Wyoming  oaflM  down. 
The  ofTlci^r'^  rr'^^ppctfiilly  but  firmlv  urir^d  on  their  superiors  that  thr*  enemv  were 
preparing  to  strike  Wyoming — that  there  was  no  force  there  to  detend  it — that 
mese  oompanies  were  raised  under  a  solemn  pled^  that  they  should  be  stationed 
Hmro  for  the  defraee  of  the  inhabitants;  and  askmg  to  be  marched  hack.  But 
ih^r  mid  nat  be  spared.  Some  laai^Md  and  nttimadiaDd  tha  two 
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were  coii8o!i(Jnt('(l  into  one  mider  the  command  of  Capt.  Simon  Spalding;  and 
oiders  giveu  to  bu.*'ten  lo  ihe  relief  of  the  settlement.  Voung  Ransom  was  with 
Ofrt.  finding.  They  maTdied  fiisl  to  LneafllBr— tfien  to  Heading,  Betfatehem, 
Nazareth,  the  Wind-Gap,  to  Shonp's,  four  miles  from  Merwine's,  where  they  were 
on  thf  of  jtjiv — the  day  of  the  bal'Ir  What  ronMi|p*:K  woe«  mi^ht  have  been 
averted  had  tliey  not  been  ordered  away,  or  pcrniuied  sooner  to  return !  The  first 
Mrifff  wwlo  nanli  id,  and  teke  posseeskm  of  WflkeAiuw  ibit,  ob  a  rallying 
point ;  and  they  advanced  to  the  creek  \v}iere  the  irate,  this  side  of  Pocono,  stands. 
Meetini?  the  fivinjr  inhabitant;*,  who  told  them,  with  their  force  they  won!d  do  no 
goodj  Capt.  Spaidmg  sent  ecoats  to  aee,  who  returned  with  news  that  the  whole 
wwSmf  was  in  poaaewriep  of  fte  saTagee.  They  retoraed  to  Stronddbvrgh— ^Ye 
all  the  assistance  in  their  power  to  the  suffering  fiigitives,  waited  for  reinforce* 
ments,  and  under  tbe  oocnmand  of  Col.  Butler,  maiched  in,  eaily  in  August,  to 
Wyoduug. 

Tiw  bame-fnmnd  praewilad  a  melaneholy  apectaele.  Most  of  <he  bodfee  wem 
•amOBh  decayed  theycoald  not  be  recognized.  Mr.  Ransom's  father  was  wounded 
in  tte  thigh,  taken  prisoner,  and  carrie<l  into  Wintermoot's  fort,  and  hi?  heiul  cut 
off.  There  was  the  most  ti^er-like  fero(  ity  exhibited  against  all  who  had  been 
iolo  tbe  aerriee  from  WyoDing,  especially  the  ofiteers.  ETery  species  of  torture 
was  practised  upon  them.  Such  was  the  stale  of  the  bodiea  thai  it  wa«^  impof«<ible 
then  to  'gather  and  bury  them.  In  the  ring  near  Perkins'  tavern,  at  Bloody  Roek^ 
where  the  prisoners  were  murdered,  Mr.  Ransom  counted  27  bodies. 

In  1779,  wlwn  Goa.  BidliTan  inYaded  ttie  Indian  ooontry,  Capt.  Spalding's  com- 
pany aooompanied  him,  and  Mr.  Ransom  was  at  his  post.  He  was  in  the  battle 
of  Xewtown.  and  crives  a  very  interesting  account  of  thit  memomblo  inva-^ion. 
The  case  of  Lieut  Boyd  is  one  of  thrilling  interest,  but  our  space  does  not  allow 
•f  M  detail  heie.  We  shall  reovir  to  that  and  other  incidents  herea;fter. 

In  December.  1780,  Mr.  Ransom  was  taken  prisoner  by  a  party  of  Butler's 
Rangers  and  Indians.  Old  Mr.  Harvev  ^va^<  taken  at  the  same  time,  with  BuUock| 
Frisby.  Cady,  and  Ekkiha.  Harvey,  son  ot  the  old  gentleman. 

They  were  Uiken  to  Niagam.  On  their  way  they  soflbred  much  fltnn  eold  and 
hnnger;  but  at  Tiogarpoint  they  killed  a  horse,  andfthen  fared  sumptuonsly.  Next 
"nmmer  The  old  men  were  released,  young  Harvey,  Fri-^v,  ancf  Ransom  kept 
prisoners,  and  sent  to  Montreal  during  the  summer.  In  the  fall  they  were  ro- 
om ved  to  Prisoner's  Island,  where  there  were  167  American  captrres. 

A  sketch,  not  a  biofraphy-- en  outline  is  all  that  my  limits  permit;  but  there  as 
onr  incident,  »=o  cbirru-ff»r)«tic  nf  American  spirit,  and  *»n  honourable  to  tlie  firm- 
ness and  patriotism  of  our  tfoldiers,  that  I  beg  leave  to  relate  it  somewhat  at  length. 
"  In  February.  1781,"-— I  take  Mr.  Ransom's  own  words — **I  was  in  Canada,  43 
mUea  npthe  ot  Lawrence  river  from  Montreal,  on  an  island  widi  about  166  Ame- 
rican prisoners.  We  were  «marded  by  thn  refugees,  or  what  weus  cnllnrf  tones, 
that  belonged  to  Sir  John  Johnson's  2d  regiment.  The  commanding  oliieer  of 
the  guard,  on  the  island,  was  a  young  Scotch  officer,  by  the  name  of  MacCalpin, 
ahout  1 8  years  of  ^e.  The  winter  was  very  severe,  and  a  great  snow  storm  came 
and  drifted  before  the  door  of  the  cniard,  who  pent  for  some  of  the  Ainerican  pri- 
''onf  rs  to  shovel  it  away.  They  refused,  saying  they  were  prisoners  of  war,  and 
he  haA  no  right  to  set  them  to  work  for  his  pleasure.  Ejiraged  at  ihit*,  the  officer 
esdeted  Uiem  into  irons,  and  directed  others  to  take  the  shovels  and  go  to  work; 
these  also  refused,  and  were  ironed  8o  he  went  on  conimandinir  atid  meeting 
with  resolute  r1i?obp(1ience  to  lliey  considercKl  a  tyrannical  order.  They  had 

*  taken  up  arrasi  and  periled  tiieir  lives  to  resist  British  tyranny,  and  wotild  not 
now.  tfioofi{h  prisoners,  submit  to  it  Some  were  ironed  two  leather — some  to  a 
bar  lour  tojethrr  thus  he  kept  pniTincr  in'o  irons  as  lon£;  as  he  had  liand  cuffs  left. 
Amon?!  ifie  l:tsf  \vl\o  refused,  were  myself  and  one  Wm.  Palmelers.  We  were 
then  put  into  an  open  house,  without  door,  floor,  or  window?,  and  directions  civen 
tet  we  shettid  hav*  neither  victuals,  bmndy,  nor  tobacco ;  but  our  faithful  fhendi 
contrived  to  evade  the  sfiiaTd,  and  we  were  furnished  with  all.  Tliere  we  re« 
mained  all  nij^ht.  sufl'erin'j  extremely  from  the  cold.  The  next  morning  MaeCalphi 
camej  thinking  our  spirits  were  broken;  and  demanded  if  we  would  not  shovel 

swBiv.  Om  wmi  m  Mmrated—^  Not  by  oider  €f  s  d— d  Tory.'  Jfe  then  took 
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OB  out  of  that  place,  auti  put  us  in  a  hut  just  tinished;  with  a  gooci  tioor,  and  «c 
aeot  for  a  Idaelt  maa,  a  good  fiddler,  fat  we  had  two  ob  the  UmA.  Wo  ikm 

(^mned  our  ball,  dancing  to  keep  ourselves  warm,  jigs,  hornpipes,  four  aad 
BIX  handed  reels.  Where  four  were  ironed  to  one  bar,  they  could  dance  tf« 
61066-handed,  or  what  we  called  the  York  reel.  We  continued  in  thiji  menj 
mood  until  oor  Scotch  ^deman  foand  the  place  waa  too  good  fiir  w.  Be  tkM 
took  us  out  and  put  us  mto  a  loft  of  one  of  the  huts,  whi(di  stood  so  low  thatanw 
could  stand  up  only  under  the  centre  of  the  ridsre.  Here  we  were  kept  in  extreiae 
aoffering  two  daytt  and  nights.  In  the  mean  time  MacCalptn  sent  lor  Charles 
Grsndiaon,  oar  fiddler,  and  ordered  him  to  play  for  his  pleaaore.  The  hUk 
WODt,  but  firmly  declared  he  would  not  play  while  his  feUow-prisoners  were  in 
irons.  The  olliccr  then  ordered  a  sort  of  court  martial,  composed  of  tone*,  trtto 
of  course  brought  in  the  poor  negro  guilty.  The  sentence  of  the  court  was  thai  he 
ahould  be  stripped— ^ied  up,  and  reomve  ten  lashes  on  his  naked  baelc-^wlsBk 
was  done.  Smarting  with  the  lash,  the  ofiieer  then  demandod  if  Im  would  fiddi 
as  he  was  ordered.  '  No,  not  while  my  feUow-pri^onPri!  are  in  iron-  '  Agais 
he  was  tied  up,  and  ten  la^es  laid  on,  bnt  his  nnnnei^  was  not  to  be  ffhak^w, 
wmd  the  officer  sent  him  lo  his  hot 

But  T  left  my  stoiy  to  tell  about  the  fiddler.  MacCalpin  then  sent  a  patty  d 
8oMi«*r!*  to  brin^T  up  !=ornc  of  the  prisoners,  several  of  whom  were  flf»irn:ed  ^crer^ 
ly  -y  and  one,  against  whom  tlie  lories  had  a  particular  spite,  was  ued  ueck  aod  heels, 
a  rope  put  roimd  his  neck,  and  he  was  (hns  drawn  np  to  the  ehamber  floor  and 
kept  until  he  waa  almost  dead — let  down,  and  then  drawn  up  again.  One  Tnhn 
Albright,  a  youn^  continental  soldier,  \vi\»  flo^ejed  almost  !n  death  for  being  a 
kind'hearied  man  speaking  his  mind  hreely.  But  not  one  American  was  lo«^ 
to  shovel  snow. 

'  <  We  remained  here  till  the  9th  day  of  June,  when  myself  and  two  othem.  Jamas 

Butterfield  and  John  Brown,  made  our  escape  from  the  Island  and  laid  our  course 
for  Lake  Champlain.  The  1 1th  at  noon,  we  came  to  the  lake,  and  three  days 
alter  we  got  to  a  settlement  at  Hubbertston,  Vermont — the  next  day  to  Castletcm, 
to  a  foit^4rom  that  to  Pultney,  where  I  had  an  uncle  living.   My  compameas 

went  on  to  Albany,  and  there  proclaimed  the  rruelty  of  the  Scotch  officer;  it  was 
publitihed  in  the  papers— a  Hag  wa^  dic^patctied  to  renioiibtrate  against  Buch  absae 
of  our  men;  and  we  had  the  pleasure  to  hear,  not  lotig  a&er,  that  MacCalpin  was 
tried  and  broke — the  prisoners  being  called  as  witnesses  againat  him.'' 

After  visiting  his  relations  at  CaiKKin,  Litchfirld  county,  Connecticut,  of  whieh 
he  u'a?  a  native,  Mr.  Ransom  returned  lo  Wyoming,  and  soon  atterjoined  hi  -  c^m- 
panvj  attached  to  Col.  Butlers  regiment,  stationed  at  West  Point,  where  ue  a> 
mained  till  bononmbly  di^^har^ed,  at  the  close  of  the  war. 

T-nm  that  fimp  fo  lliis,  Mr.  Ransom  liris  resided  at  Plymonth.  upon  the  beauii- 
ful  iShawnee  llai.s,  perhaps  the  richest  portion  of  Wyoming'  H-'  h:i«  been  calJeii 
by  the  votes  of  his  fcllow-cilizeni?  to  command  the  ret^iment,  wliit  li  ia»  knowledae 
or  military  tactics  well  fitted  him  tomamBOTre  and  disoipline.  Having  served  Ins 
country  duriii<j  the  dark  hours  of  the  revolutionar}'  contest  long  and  faithfully,  un- 
ambitiouB  of  office,  he  has  lived,  and  still  liven  respected  and  beloved.  Hart5>hip« 
endured  while  in  the  service  combined  witli  age,  have  mucli  affected  his  limbs, 
so  that  he  helps  himself  along  with  two  short  stares  or  crutches.  He  cocid 
^arcely  danc(;  now,  tiiough  his  lienrl.  I  will  answer  SmT  it|  IS  aS  l^^bt,  and hlS 
spirit  ae  firm  for  liberty  and  his  country,  as  m  81. 

He  was  strongly  made,  broad  chested,  and  active  in  early  life.   He  (»prapg 

3 nick  aod  movM  fost  who  got  ahead  of  him  then.  His  life  and  cheecfeliieos  in 
le  most  gloomy  hour  diffused  Itself  in  good  humour  and  spirit,  through  the  whole 
company.  The  death  of  his  father — the  losses  and  sacrifices  in  the  Revolutionary 
contest,  for  the  6avagei>  and  tones  spared  nothing  of  theirs  when  the^  swept  the 
Talley  by  fire  and  sword— left  him  poor  at  the  eloso  of  the  war,  and  impoaed  the 
necessity  of  constant  industry.  Children  and  grandchildren  ,  among  the  most  re- 
spectable in  the  valley,  are  living  and  growinsi  up  around  hira.  and  may  be  proud 
to  claim  decent  from  such  ancestors.  Without  being  wealthy,  he  is  yet  comfcHl- 
afale  in  his  old  ase.  No  one  takes  a  livelier  pleasnre  in  bmlding  the  freedom 
wd  prospeiiiy  (tf  his  belo?ed  ooonlry,  the  Mta  of  Ins  fothor'a  and  hia  oiwa  laii 
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and  MtfferingB.  Rare  indeed  is  the  Mse  pfesented  of  a  son  s  serring  thiou^  ih» 
wM«  of     BmiiitHMiBrjr  eonlart.  awl  of  bia  lallier  Mrriiig  Mvecal  yein  aad 

laying  down  bis  life  in  the  same  noble  cause.  Verily  the  services  aod  di6  blood  of 
the  Ransoms  have  been  a  portion  of  that  seed  from  whii'h  havo  npnmg  up  tho 
iodependeDcei  £reedoin|  and  prot^hty,  which  raake  happy  our  favoured  laad. 
Long  may  thoBO  hltwiingn  OQnliinio-4on^  may  the  TOtena  nldier  oad  pUnot 
live  to  enjoy  them.  And  may  the  young  men  of  the  proMQt  foneration  take 
]»attem  from  the#e  noble  spirits,  and  resolve  to  mve  eveijihiiigy  otob  U£b  iUwlfi 
to  defend  the  glorious  causae  oi  Liberty  and  I^w.* 

*  184.0.  Col.  Ransom  ia  still  io  the  enjoyment  of  very  tolerable  health,  except  his  lame* 
iies8,  tliniigh  his  age  is  82.  A  grandson,  George  Palmer  Steele,  has  just  closed  his  term  of 
office  as  sheriff* of  Luzerne.  Capt.  Ransom,  his  father,  was  born  n  Canterbury.  He  and 
Capt.  Durkee  bsd  both  been  in  tne  old  French  war.  Durkee,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  waa 
50,  Capt.  RanMHn  41.  Col.  Durkee,  an  older  brother,  who  is  finsqitMtly  spoken  of,  1769, 
and  afterwards  as  colonel  of  one  of  the  Connecticut  re^inMOto,  4tM  at  MorwMlj  OMM  UmO 
40  yttit  sgOy  Slid  WM  buhed  with  Mtrsordinsry  diq^aj. 


NO.  xnr. 

COL.  JOHN  JENKINS. 

"Col.  JoHJi  JsNiUMs  was  a  very  prominent  man  for  many  years  in  Wyoraiiig. 
Ho  waa  the  mi  of  John  JeiJems,  Esq..  a  respectable  magistrate)  aa  accurate  sui^ 

veyor,  and  an  ardent  patriot,  ^'ou  iiavo  probably  seen  an  account  of  a  town 
meeting,  legally  warned,  of  the  inhabilanta  of  Westmoreland,  at  the  beginning 
of  the  troubles  with  Enc;land,  at  which  votes  were  passed,  that  make  the  blood 
thrill  through  the  heart  even  now,  (icclHriog  their  decided  hostility  to  the  nncon- 
stituiional  measures  of  the  l?tiii-h  Parliament — dcnoiux'in'j'  them  as  ruinoi;s  to 
American  liberty,  and  pledging  themselves  to  stand  by  the  Continental  Congress 
in  the  stepb  takeu  to  vindicate  the  cause  of  freedom  and  their  country.*  John 
Jenkins,  Eeq.,  had  tho  honour  to  preside  as  moderator  of  the  meeting  when  those 
glnrinu  i  resolutions  were  mloptcd.'' 

i  have  heard  of  them,  but  have  not  Been  them.  It  required  good  and  stout 
heartii  liius  early  to  lake  so  bold  a  aland.  They  were  patriots^  indeed:  and  for 
myself,  I  would  rather  have  those  patriotic  votes  to  show,  as  the  work  of  an  an- 
cestor of  mine,  than  the  proudest  patent  of  nobility  ever  granted  by  a  kin^.  His 
dpscpndants  ought  to  have  them  beaotifoUy  copied^  framed,  and  hung  up  as  a 
pariuur  ornament.'* 

"  You  are  right — they  shoold.  It  would  show  a  just  and  patriotic  pride.  The 
old  gentleman  took  an  active  pari  in  the  transactions  of  the  timp^  until  the  expul- 
sion of  the  inhabitants,  in  1784,  when  he  removed  to  Orange  county,  New  York, 
and  there  died. 

"John  Jenkins,  tiie  son,  of  whom  I  now  speak,  had  been  appointed  coOeclor 

of  taxes,  but  that  did  not  exempt  lilm  from  military  duty.  In  Aoveniber,  1777, 
he  wason  a  scouting  party  up  the  river,  nearfilty  miles.  Mr.  ork  (father  of  l)ie 
late  Rev.  Miner  York)  was  one  of  his  cumpanions.  Leiuucl  Fitch  wuji  another ; 
thor  were  amlmAed  not  far  from  Wyalusinir,  captured  by  a  party  of  Indian^ 
and  taken  to  the  British  lines.  I  am  told  there  i>s  somewhere  in  existence  a 
journal  of  Mr.  Jenkins,  kept  durinc  his  captivity,  but  my  searches  for  it  have 
been  miavailing.t  An  Indian  chief  of  some  celebrity  was  a  prisoner  to  the 
Amerioaas  in  .Albany,  and  Col.  John  Botler  sent  Mr.  Jenkins,  under  an  escort  of 
Indians,  to  be  exchanged  for  the  chief  On  tlie  way  he  suffered  exceedin;,dy,  and 
had  it  not  been  that  a  young  savaire  had  become  warmly  attached  to  him,  Mr. 
Jenkins  thought  he  should  have  beeu  massacred,  and  was  almo.st  sure  he  should 

*  Mn.  Bertha,  consort  of  Col.  JToha  Jsnkiss,  died  ia  1841,  aged  S4  ye«r«.  Bh»  is  mf* 
ral  timet  mentioned  in  oar  aaoals* 
t  ilBeetod. 
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have  been  starved.  Ardent  and  constant  in  his  altanhmantii,  as  implacable  aad 
mel  ia  his  resentments,  tb«  mwage  prMMti  m  olMraetHr  in  vUoh  vice  and  Tir> 
toe  ne  itnogely  mingled  and  atroogly  cootiutod.   The  yonog  ImiiM,  amiflK 

mm  and  riot,  for  hi^  sake  kept  himself  sober  and  calm,  fed  him — -proliected  him 
and  Mr.  Jenkins  was  prompt,  at  all  times,  to  do  justice  to  his  ^aithfui  fneikd 
&ough,  from  the  cruelties  practised  here,  the  savages  generally  were  objects 
horror  ami  U  tastaticm. 

"Arrived  at  Albany,  the  chief  for  wliom  hf*  was  to  have  beer  evrhanged  h**] 
just  died  of  small-pox.  The  Indians  insisted  on  takiag  Mr.  Jenkms  back  witk 
them.  From  their  conduct  and  character  he  felt  certain  that  they  would  take  his 
life  in  revenge  for  that  of  their  chief  the  moment  they  were  beyond  reach  of 
pursuit.  lie  was  protected,  and  found  his  way  home  to  a  cordial  welconu^  fT<m 
friends  and  bride,  for  he  had  been  recently  married.  After  the  maj>:*acre  -a-i^^. 
expulsion  of  our  people,  Mr.  Jenkins  joined  Capt.  Spalding's  comptaay ,  and  came 
ia  wfth  him  under  tho  command  of  Col.  Zebulon  Bntler.liaving  the  pi  r^f  hiiniwl 
appointment  of  lieutenant,  subject  to  confirmalion  by  Conirre??.  When  the  troof- 
had  advanced  to  the  second  mountain,  within  five  or  s^iv  miles  of  Wilkesbantt, 
two  parties  were  detached,  of  ten  men  each,  one  under  Ensign  M.  UoUeuback, 
to  go  down  between  the  mountains  and  rtrike  the  valley  opposite  Nantiooke  hHk; 
tho  o'lier,  under  Lieutenant  .Jenkins,  to  po  northerly  and  f^lrike  the  river  at  Lack- 
awanna. En:?iirn  HoUenback  saw  a  party  ot  sava<:es,  wlio  lied  to  their  earu)e:  a 
shot  from  one  of  his  ritlcs  wounded  an  Indian  who  spraiig  into  the  river,  but  was 
buoyed  up  by  his  friends  till  they  reached  the  oppoeile  shore,  when  he  was  «ah 
ried  off — whether  dead  or  alive,  could  tiot  be  ;xscertaiiicd.  One  of  our  men, 
bravely,  perhaps  rashly,  swam  the  river,  found  marks*  of  blood,  took  the  canoe  s» 
a  trophy,  and  returned  to  his  companions.  £nsign  HoUenback  then  marched 
to  Wilkesbane  and  met  the  mmn  body.  Lieut  Jenkms,  on  anrinnK  «t  the  rim 
at  Pittston,  wheeled  to  march  down,  when  he  encountered  a  party  of  the  enemy. 
His  orders  were  prompt — his  conduct  spirited.  At  the  head  of  his  men  he  ad- 
vanced; they  fired  on  the  Indians,  but  their  retreat  was  too  rapid.  A  petsoa 
with  him  sseured  me  dwl  <fae  conduct  of  Jenkins  diowed  that  oe  was  of  tnt 
courage,  an  undoubted  soldier;  a  character  which  he  sustained  throughout  ihft 
war.  Confess  confirmed  his  appointment— isened  hin  romminnion  end  hecoa- 
tinued  in  active  service  till  peace. 

'*  In  1779,  when  General  mdliran  advanced  into  the  Indian  eonntiy,  lienL  Je»> 
kins  was  selected,  for  his  activity,  ^teal,  and  knowledge  of  the  country,  forOM  of 
his  guides;  the  arduous  and  responsible  duty  he  performed  in  a  satisfactory  mia- 
ner.  Lieut.  Jenkins  was  in  the  decisive  battle  of  Newtown,  and  among  the  mo^ 
efficient  and  naeful  officers  of  lus  grade  in  that  campaign. 

''As  this  is  meant  as  a  sketch  rather  than  a  biography,  ycm  will  hardly  ejtpect 
me  to  trace  Mr  Jf^!ikins  through  the  war.  He  was  always  at  the  post  ot  duty,  o' 
danger,  and  of  honour:  and  left  the  service,  at  its  close,  with  the  repntation  oi  a 
fltidiful  patriot  and  good  soldier. 

When  peace  came  Mr.  Jenkins  became  an  active  surveyor,  and  followed  his 
compass,  both  in  the  GJenesee  country,  and  on  the  water«  of  tbp  Susquehanna.  In 
civil  and  political  affairs  he  took  an  active  part,  and  pos^es^ed  a  iaige  share  ot 
pnhlio  confidence.  He  held  Tarions  dvil  and  miUtary  offices  hi  Litterao  was 
ooaunlssioiier  of  the  county,  member  of  assembly^  colonel  of  mililiay  &c.  When 
the  s^eat  division  in  parties  took  >")hco,  Col.  Jenkins  zealously  espowf^^d  th<»  De- 
mocratic side— while  his  distin<^ished  friend  and  rival,  CoL  Franklin,  took  an 
aoliTe  part  with  ttie  Federal  party.  For  many  yean  these  two  fiunoue  champioiM 
maintained  a  prominent  lead,  and  were,  in  a  good  measure,  the  rallying  poiati 
of  the  different  parlies.  It  was  hu/za  for  Col.  Jenkins  f  Huzza  for  CW.  FrartlUn  ' 
If  I  bad  time  1  would  run  a  parallel  between  them ;  but  not  now.  Both  were 
respected— both  beloved— 4x)di  were  men  of  unquestionable  public  Tiitne,  capa- 
city and  patriotism. 

"Col.  Jenkins  di'-d  in  April,  1827,  aged  73.  In  person  he  was  of  middle  hei^'ht, 
stoi^,  well  proportioned,  framed  for  strength,  endurance  and  activity  oombint^i ; 
extremely  hospitable,  remarkably  clever;  yet  grave^  almost  to  austeri^,  io  his 
leokaivhMiiiithoagfatoriiotflpeakmg;  hut  when  animated  in  coftf— Uaa  ihero 
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was  a  pLeasmg  expmuioa  on  his  oooateiMOoe.  in  cooYexeaUon  lie  wm  brief 
wmA  wuiiiiliaiM  miMibto  and  plaim.  like  Aimrm' soa^ 

'He  ipoke  no  more  than  jart  the  thing  he  ought.* 

Col.  Jeukiuti  purchased  Uie  spot  and  built  his  house  ou  Uie  site  of  the  old  \Viii> 
termoot  ibrt,  whem  be  lived  laaoy  years,  aod  where  be  died— Bui  sevml  paiw 
licolan  praw  npoii  my  mind,  and  I  muil  ^eak  ot  the  eoliNMi  agm,'' 


NO.  XV. 
THE  INMAN  FAMILY. 

I 

"  No  faction*!  voice 

Called  them  to  the  field- 
But  the  pur«  oonseorated  love  of  homo." 

* 

"  Youa  account  of  the  Gore  family  surprised — charmed  me,  and  at  the  same 
moment  made  me  pad.  How  dire  must  have  been  the  necessity  that  should  rail 
•o  gieai  a  number  ol  soaB  aud  sons-in-law,  of  one  man;  into  the  battle  tieid. 
Seven !  I  ehoiild  have  thought,  with  all  hk  aidoni— with  all  bis  patrioliani,  the 
heart  of  the  father  would  have  burst  wiili  anxiety.  The  whole  upon  one  ca-st! — 
Seyen! — It  wa«  a  fparful,  a  tremendous  hazard.  Seven  1  and  live  lay  corp«e?5  on 
^0  bloody  tield  at  night!  It  was  at  unce  glorious  and  uamlul!  What  devotiou 
leeomryl  What  attaduBent  to  liberty !  What  affiBolion  fiiir  the  dear  d«niie8ti0 
ties  of  wife,  children,  parents  and  home !  But  I  presume  there  was  no  othec 
aneh  instance,  or  anvfnina  like  it,  in  the  history  of  that  fatal  dav?'' 

It  is  scarcely  to  be  iinagmed  that  any  tme  &inily  could  muster  more,  and  few 
ao  many ;  but  the  nmsnly — ^the  ncefovi/t/  (from  the  two  oompaniee  being  drawn 
away)  was  imperious  that  every  one  who  was  left,  able  to  carry  a  gtm,  should 
go  out;  and  then,  ala«  '  there  were  too  fiew.  Others  were  equally  spirited,  and 
sent  every  one  who  was  able,  to  the  field.  There  was  the  In>un  family,  a  name 
4iat  diomd  be  ever  dear  to  M^omUig.  Five  brotfien  went  to  the  battle  field. 
Two  others,  one  quite  a  lad,  the  other  aboni  19 — for  there  were  seven  sons- 
would  have  gone,  but  they  had  not  arm«  Tt  is  an  interesting  fact  in  the  hi"*toiy 
of  the  invasion  of  Wyoming,  that  the  compaines  of  Durkee  and  Ransom  were 
obliged  to  find  their  own  anna.  Of  oonrae,  men  of  spirit,  and  regaiding  them* 
selves  as  the  special  defenders  of  the  settlement,  they  would  obtain  the  best  rifles 
and  mu'^lcets  the  country  afforded  W}>en  called  away  they  took  with  them  fiieir 
gims,  and  thus  Wyoming  was  not  ouly  left  without  men,  but  deprived  of  their 
arms;  so  that,  for  those  who  remained,  there  were  not  BaAoient  There  wouM 
odierwjse  have  been  six  or  seven  of  the  In  man  brothers  in  the  battle;  tus  it  was, 
tliere  were  five — the  two  boys  being  left  at  home  witli  thoir  aged  parents. 

"  Come  to  the  point — what  was  the  issue  f  how  many  leli  i  did  they  all  escape  I 
didfiiejallrstam?" 

''Two— Elijah  Tnman  and  Ismel  Inman,  fell  on  the  §ild;  two  escaped  without 
injtiTT;  and  thr  fifth,  hotly  pursued  bvthp  bloody  savagea.  pltrntred  into  tho  river, 
overhealed  with  exertion,  and  hid  biuKb^^li  under  the  willows.  Foor  teiiow!  he 
mij^ht  as  well  hsnre  ftllen  in  the  fight :  for  a  ootd  sealed  on  his  lungs,  and  in  • 
few  weeks  took  him  to  his  grave.  I  hns  three  soni  peiiAsd." 

"It  was  an  awfnl  Trtn!i;i1it\'  in  onr»  family." 

"  True,  but  the  melancholy  taie  is  not  yet  ended,  i  have  another  scene  of  woe 
le  point;  but  fhrst  let  me  say  that  they  did  not  Ml  whoHy  mMvenged.  In  Iki 
fligBt  Roius  Bennett  was  closely  pursued  by  a  savage ;  both  had  discharged  ttirir 

pieces,  and  the*  Iridi.rn  wn.*?  ch;i?in!;'  \vit!i  tomnhnwk  :iitd  "^pcar.  Rich;vr(i  Irtman 
drew  up  las  rille,  and  the  indiaa  leil  dead  wilhiu  a  lew  leet  of  his  mteoded 
victim. 

''Widitihefsstofthosettlemeatytfaelnmaa&BiiljMi;  \mia^hap^tnftk 
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m  IB— wirter  gnBtt^iufiuia  i>  tfw  m>  T%ef  food  Mr  fim  •  tssM  if 

desolation.  Fire  and  destruction  had  done  their  utrooflt,  and  danger  they  knev 
lurked  around  them  hi^X  at  the  settinir  in  nf  winter  the  lads  said  they  h<^ard  wiM 
tukiea  io  the  nekhbourmg  woods ;  aiid  Isaac,  a  young  man  of  19,  took  him 
and  ««nt  ont  Sbote  were  heard,  and  he  did  not  retitni.  fkmrn  mimadii 
after  fell.  Hiat  Indians  had  been  in  the  neighbourhood  was  soon 
'other  families  had  suffered;  and  the  only  hope  was*  thnt  he  was  alive,  thofi^  a 
priMHier.  Spring — which  bhoga  forth  sweet  bios&orajii — the  warbling  of  biid»-» 
mtd  wekeni  eoqude  of  fl^adneie  and  of  joy,  brought  grief  and  woe  to  tbe  alieadf 
bnuaed  heart  of  die  poor  old  fiyher.  laaao,  the  loat  Sot,  might  well  tevelMi  a 
fisirourite  was  tall,  straight  as  an  ainiw,  gay,  spripMlyy  aad  Bwmf  wajm 
pleaamg  young  man. 

*  Death  found  strange  beautjr  on  his  manly  brow 
Aod  daiM  it  Mt.* 

"  Hia  mangled  corpse  was  found,  when  the  snow  mehed,  in  the  edge  of  a  lil0? 
creek  that  pasAes  through  their  farm;  he  had  been  ^hot;  a  war  chib  lay  by  hi« 
ude — his  light  silken  hair  was  vet  stained  with  blood — but  i  cannot  telj'it/  He 
had  been  muidered  and  soalfied  with  all  an  Indian's  barbatilj.  So  that  fbnr  «if 
flie  family  fell  that  year;  that  is  to  say — Eliiah,  David,  Israel  and  Isaac." 

''It  is  a  story  of'^  singular  horror  and  sadness.  That  family  indeed  deserred 
well  of  their  country.  The  father  in  the  course  of  nature  must  l<Mig  since  barr 
been  gathered  to  oar  peteot  earth ;  hot  do  any  of  his  ohOdfen^  bcoHien  ef  lis 
Wlen  patriots,  remain?  0 — I  hope  so->-and  in  prosperity." 

Your  wish  truth.  A  few  miles  hf-low  WilKesbarre  lives  Col.  E0Wiis< 
Ikman,  one  ut  our  most  rcapeclable  and  wealthy  citizens.  He  owns  one  oi  the 
BfMest  &rmB  in  the  ooonty — part  of  it  the  same  where  his  frdier  dwell,  and  pal 
added  by  his  own  industry,  consisting  of  several  hundred  acres,  embracing  a 
lai^e  body  of  the  most  protfuclive  flats.  Pien^  erowns  his  boaid|  and  ii 
ence  cheers  the  evening  of  his  da^s."* 

« I  am  fsjoioed  to  hear;  and  with  the  poet  I  ean  aay^ 

•  The  joy 

With  which  their  rhiHr<*n  trsad  thf  hnllowed 
That  holds  their  venerated  bones;  the  peace 
That  Koiles  on  all  they  Iba^  fi»r{  aad  Ihs ' 
Th^t  clothes  the  Uad  thsf  rtsoaid'' 

Bring  gladnew  to  my  heart" 
•  Elgah  inmaa,  ths  Mmt, died Fsh.,  180l» ifsd  M| 


NO.  XVL 

MRS.  LUCY  IYE8. 

When  the  Uazletan  Traodiers  were  in  a  course  of  publication  tiio  writer  received 
a  brtef  letter,  but  replete  with  interesting?  matter,  from  the  lady  whose  name  ia  at 
the  head  of  ^ue  number.  Net  choosing  to  dit^close  all  he  had  learned,  the  ia> 

formation  was  preserved  purposely  to  be  first  brought  out  in  our  histnrv  Her  tali- 
wan  HO  full  of  sorrow,  bo  shrouded  in  deepefst  woe,  we  (honi^ht  to  w  ork  r^p  die 
malerial(>  into  an  ossav  of  engrossing  interest.  Every  etiort  to  do  so  ha&  laiied^ 
tlw  heart  swelled  wita  emotion — the  pen  refused  to tmoe  Aline;  and  the  sMe^ 

raent  of  Mrs,  Ivef*  totifliinjz  in  its  simplicity,  and  <o  ovorwhelmins;  in  its 
dreadful  record,  we  are  obliged  to  {rive  rb  wr  rerptved  it.  Art  could  not  heichlen 
the  calainity — tancy  would  strive  in  vaui  to  add  a  ^single  lint  to  the  encnmaoaeii 


«^Lnry  Wiiii:im<^.  nnw  Lucy  Itos,  «ja  sho  waa  at  Portf  Fort  at  the  lime  «f  ikt 
t  a  tthiid  ot  tan  years  old. 
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'^She  had  two  brothers  in  the  battle,  and  a  brother-tft-iaw.  Both  her  brothers 
were  killed,  and  her  brother-in-law  wounded. 

''Her  father  aod  bmilyweol  immediately  llvoiigh  the  Bwamp;lNiC  he  eooa 
returned,  hoping  to  necme  a  put  of  bis  httrveet,  and  while  endeaToaiiDg  1o  do 

eo  was  killed  by  the  Indians. 

"  They  had  lived  in  Wyoming,  at  the  time  of  the  battle,  about  five  years. 
Mother  and  childieo.  after  wdier'a  death,  went  to  Canterfaaiy^  Uieir  native 

plaoe.  in  Connecticut  and  did  not  return  till  peace. 

*'Her  father  ha<l  a  lari^o  stock  of  callle,  liorses  and  "^hfrp :  pvonihing  was  lost. 

Mother  hatl  live  children  left,  Esther,  Desire,  Marilm,  Lucy  and  Dariu»,  de- 
pendent on  her,  udthe  world  to  ffrapple  wlQi. 

My  futher'B  rariif  was  £liha  WiUiamB.  My  brotheie  who  weie  killed  wwo 

named  Kufu.n  and  Klihu.'" 

We  may  add  that  they  were  highly  respeciablej  but  so  broken,  and  havmg 
only  one  son.  an  inftnt,  at  the  time  ot  their  expulsion,  to  retom  and  re-estaMjah 
the  family,  tnat  the  same  depfreo  of  prosperity  which  has  come  to  many  of  the 
ancient  sufiercrn  did  not  come  to  them.  Would  not  the  justif^p  a.s  well  us  the 
generosity  of  the  govemmeut,  be  exhibited  by  a  tyrant  of  land  to  be  divided 
among  liiose  who  could  make  out  a  caae  like  that  of  Mia.  Iveal 


NO.  xvn. 

STEPHEN  ABBOTT. 

m 

"On  the  other  side  of  the  river,  opposite  Fortj  Fort,  lives  SnPRXlf 
TMpoctable  and  ind^ pr-n  lfnt  farmer.  His  father,  John  Abbott,  was  an  early 
Her  in  Wyoming.  There  was  one  cannon,  a  four  pounder,  in  the  Wilkcsbarre  Ion, 
and  it  had  been  agreed  upon  that,  when  certain  information  came  that  the  enemy 
was  dangerously  near,  the  gun  ahoold  be  fired  as  a  signal.  At  work  on  the  flata, 
with  his  son.  a  lad  eignt  or  nine  years  old,  he  hoard  the  terrific  pmind  come  boom- 
ing up.  Where,  or  how  near  the  enemy  might  be,  of  course  he  could  not  tell; 
birt  loosening  the  oxen  from  the  cart,  he  hastened  to  the  place  ol  rendezvous.  He 
was  in  the  battle,  and  fou^t  aide  by  side  with  his  fellows  to  defend  their  homea. 
It  makes  my  heart  bleed  to  recur,  as  in  those  sketche-^  T  am  obli^jed  to  do  so 
often,  to  the  retreat  of  our  people.  Again  and  again  I  aver  there  was  no  cits- 
honour  in  it  I  do  not  beheve  a  braver,  or  more  devoted  set  of  men  ever  maiched 
forth  to  battle ;  but  remember,  a  great  part  of  the  figliting  men,  thoee  fit  for  war, 
rajprd  ^or  ttie  dofrnrr  of  Wyoming,  were  awa\':  fli  fi  i  i!!!!:!-  the  country,  to  be 
tture — lighting  m  the  thrice  glorious  cause  ot  liberty  and  independence,  most 
certainly,  but  leaving  their  own  homes  wholly  exposed,  so  that  our  little  array 
was  made  op  of  such  of  the  settlement  as  was  left^  who  could  carry  a  gun,  bow- 
ever  nnfit  to  meet  the  practised  and  warlike  .savage,  an/1  the  well-trained  rangers 
of  the  British  Butler.  Mr.  Abbott  took  hU  place  in  the  ranks.  He  had  a  wife 
and  nine  cliildren  (the  eldest  boy  being  only  eleven)  depending  on  his  protec- 
tion, labour  and  eaie.  If  a  man  so  circumstanced  had  aSBnd  hie  aemcea  lo 
Wa.'ihington,  the  genrral  wnnM  have  said,  'My  friend,  I  admire  your  spirit  and 
patriotism,  but  your  tamiiy  cannot  dispense  with  your  services  without  sufiering 
•^our  duty  to  them  is  too  imperious  to  per  nut  you  to  leave  them,  even  to  serve 
yoof  eountry.'  Soeh  would  have  been  the  woida  of  tnrth  and  aobemeea.  But 
the  emergency  allowed  no  exemption  fn  the  retreat  Mr.  Abbott  fled  to  the  river 
at  Monockasy  lslan(^  watlod  ovrr  to  main  branch,  and  not  being  able  to 
swim,  was  aided  by  a  iricnd  aiui  escaped.  In  the  expulsion  which  followed, 
taking  his  iiamily  he  went  down  die  Soaqoehanna  aa  fiur  aa  Sonbniy.  What  ooum 
be  do'  Home — harvest — cattle,  all  hopes  of  provision  for  present  and  future  use 
were  at  Wyominir  T  ike  a  brave  man  who  meets  danger  and  struggles  to  over- 
come it— 4ike  a  laithtui  husband  and  fond  father,  he  looked  on  his  dependent 
teily,  hmI  made  Ma  naohe.  Bfr.  Abbott  tetuned  in  hopoaloaoeon  a  part  «f 
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his*  excellent  harvest  which  he  left  i  lytening  in  his  fields.    I  am  somewhat  more 
particular  iii  n^  ntinnhiir  this,  im\  tDs  nd.  for  I  wish,  as  you  take  an  iuiere*i 

maUetf  to  impreev^  ihis  imporiaiii  iuci  upou  your  mind — Lhal  our  people,  ti)£>it^ 
•ocely  ttraolc,  Ihcwi^  suffering  under  a  moat  bbody  and  disaatrons  dewat,  «iid  Ml 
lie  down  idly  in  def<pair  williout  an  eflcirt  to  sustain  themselves.  No:  the  wam» 
indomitable  spirit  which  tliey  had  manife.sted  in  overcomin^r  previous  djlht-uJvi**. 
slih  actuated  them.  Mr.  AbboU  came  back,  determined,  if  poMulie,  to  save  irom 
his  growins  abondaooe  the  means  of  wghmttauM.  He  west  npan  lh»  flato  la 
work  with  Isaac  Williams. 

Mr.  Abbott  and  Mr.  Williams  were  ambushed  by  thp  savages,  nni^  both  mTi:- 
dered  and  scalped.  There  is  a  ravine  on  the  upper  pan  ot  the  pianLaiioa  of  Mr. 
HdUenbatk,  abote  MiU  eieek,  where  thsy  ftll. 

"  AU  hope  waB  now  extinguished,  and  Mrs.  Abbott,  (her  maiden  name  was 
Alice  Fuller.)  with  a  broken  heart,  set  oat  with  her  nine  children  0ud§e  ve  how 
hejplesA  and  destitute !)  to  iind  their  way  to  Hampton,  an  eastern  town  in  Conneo* 
IMy  from  whence  ther  had  eniiffialed.  Thmt  loss  was  ttlsl.  Eooae  bont^ 
ham  burnt — harvests  all  devastated-battle  whollv  lost — valuable  title  paper?  de- 
stroyed—nothing, n^^thing,  gaved  from  the  de.sofating  hand  of  sava?*?  ruin  aikf 
tory  vengeance.  ^  God  temperti  the  wind  to  the  shorn  lamb.'  They  had  betwtera 
two  ana  thtee  hmidred  miles  to  traTol,  throng  a  ooontry  where  patienoe  aai 
charity  had  been  already  nearly  exhausted  by  the  fireat  number  of  applic.tt.ts  lor 
relief.  But  they  were  sustained;  and,  arrived  at  their  native  place,  the  l.imily 
was  separated,  and  found  homes  and  employment  among  the  aeighbouriog;  tann- 
ers, where  they  dwelt  for  eeveral  years,  mitil  the  hoys,  grown  up  to  manhofwl. 
were  aUe  to  return,  claim  the  patrimonial  lands-^sjcatn  to  raise  the  cottage  acJ 
the  byrPj  and  once  more  to  gather  mother  and  children  round  the  dame^ 
hearth,  tasting  the  charms  of  independence  and  the  blebi>ings  oi  home.'' 

An  interesting  case)  most  oeitamly .  Besides  the  deprivation  of  a  fiittier,  the 
direct  loss  of  property  must  have  been  considerafataHHnoie  than  a  thousand  dol- 
lar?, I  should  suppose.  I  confess  it  appears  to  me  ver%'  plain,  that  the  cfr:T:'i«T.*al 
Congress,  having  dravin  away  the  men  of  war  raised  ior  the  defence  ol  VVyomia^  ' 
theieby  brought  down  the  enemy  on  a  defenoeleas  place,  and  weie  Oie  oaaie  if 
die  sunerings  and  losses,  and  tiiat  the  national  government  is,  therefore,  by  every 
consideration  of  ju.slice  and  honour,  though  late  post]X)nO(L  I'^inid  to  make  ^ood 
to  the  suderers  the  losses  sustained — Did  you  say  \h»l  Mrs.  Abbott,  the  wiJqw, 
also  returned!" 

**  Yes  and  l<Mig  occupied  the  farm  where  her  husband  fell.  She  was  after* 

wnn^s  married  to  a  man  whose  name  was  known  widf*!^-  a-'  the  extent  of  die 
settlement ;  a  shrewd  man — a  great  reader — very  intelligent — distinguislW  lar 
and  near  for  the  sharpness  of  his  wit,  the  keenn^  of  his  sarcaamy  the  readineai 
of  his  repartees^  and  the  cutting  purigency  of  his  satire ;  withal  not  TmaminMe  * 
for  in  the  domestic  circle  he  wa.<5  kind  and  clever,  and  they  lived  happilv  to:^ 
ther;  but  his  peculiar  talent  being  known,  for  many  years  every  wit  and  wiihng 
of  the  country  round  about  thought  he  must  break  a  lance  with  him.  Constant^ 
as8ailed^4ampted  daily  <  to  the  sharp  eneounter*— anned  at  all  poiats  like  the 
'firetful  porcupine* — cut  and  thrust,  he  became  expert  from  practice  ns  he  was 
srifted  for  that  species  of  warfare,  by  nature.  All  the  old  people,  in  merry  rr: '  :l. 
can  tell  of  onslaught  and  overthrow  of  many  a  hapless  wight  who  had  the  teuirjiiiy 
to  nrov  oke  a  shail  from  the  quiver  of  old  Mr.  Stephen  GardtMr," 

Ym]  bn^ztin  by  sj)(  ikln^:  of  Mr.  Stephen  Abbott  Did  he  marry  before  be 
returned  from  Coanccticut,  or  did  he  tak^  a  Wyoming  •^l  to  wife— a  ^""gh*^^ 
as  he  was  the  son  of  one  of  the  revoluuouary  patriots  V 

You  shall  hear.  He  married  a  Searle.  (In  other  parts  of  oar  woiic  pailiatt» 
lars'  nf  that  patriotic  and  sutlerinc  faniilv  are  detailed.)  Having  rrspttlc  !  o-i  the 
patrnnonial  property,  a  fruitful  soil,  industry  and  economy,  brought  independence 
m  their  train.  Could  you  look  upon  the  expuUud  orphan  boy  of  1778,  paueruig 
along  his  little  footirteps  beaide  his  widowea  mother,  and  other  orahan  ehildna^ 
as  they  wore-  flying  from  the  savagej  and  contrast  his  then  seemingly  hopeless  lot 
with  the  picture  now  presented,  you  would  say,  '  It  is  well.'  In  a  verv  neat  whita 
house  himself^  his  tour  childien  living  near^  each  also  occupies  a  white  house, 


Digitized  by  Google 


APPENDIX. 


which  are  the  abodes  of  a^riciilhiral  independence  and  comfort  Mr.  Abbott  haft 
a  second  wife,  having  inlcrmarned  with  the  daughter  of  Colooel  Deniaon.  Now" 
ml  70f  the  old  gentfemtn  emoys  excellent  hBd3iT--lbe  canal  pa»e«  tbnnigh  his 
farm,  and  a  coa]  mine  openecf  near  its  banks  yieldf^  him  a  revenue  equal  to  BfBiy 
leaaonable  detire.   Long  may  they  live  to  enjoy  it 


NO.  xvm. 

THE  BLACKMAN  FAMILY. 

T  NOW  take  pleasure  to  introduce  to  you  the  Blackman  family,  firm  and  true  in 
tlie  hour  of  danger;  prompt  at  the  call  of  duty,  and  deep  nmerers  when  the 
Mrwheliniog  ouamK^  fen  on  our  people.  Major  Eleazer  Blackman  is  73  yeait 
of  a0B  this  month  of  May.  He  i»  the  son  of  Elidta  Blackma&i  who  died  la 
8ept,  1804 J  in  Wilkesbarre,  a|^ed  87. 

1  believe  1  have  mentioned  to  you  that  companies  of  <Ad  men,  out  of  the  train* 
iMmd,  wete  formed,  caHed  "Thb  Rkvobmaooxs,*'  to  defend  Ibe  rorts,  and  do  gwe* 
neon  eervice,  while  the  younger  portion  performed  the  more  active  duties.  Inus 
the  fort  in  Plymouth  was  kept  hy  a  company,  of  which  old  Mr.  Bidlack  was  cap- 
tain. The  fort  at  Fittston  wan  kept  by  a  company^  of  which  old  Mr.  Blanchard^ 
Mm  of  the  late  Captain  Jeremian  Blaneliard,  was  captain.  Jenkins'  fort,  abora 
Wintermoot's,  was  commanded  by  Captain  Harding,  father  of  the  Hardiii;jj*  slain 
at  Fxeter;  old  Esq.  Jenkins  was  his  hfulmant.  And  at  Wilkf'sharrp  the  "  Re- 
formadoes"  were  commanded  by  Wm.  Hooker  Sn^ith,  the  Ji^i^ha  Biackman|  of 
whom  I  juKt  f^poke,  being  his  lieutenant. 

What!  were  all  these  forts  to  be  garrisoned?  l*ray,  how  were  they  to  be 
built?  Did  the  Continental  Congress  build  them,  or  were  they  erected  by  the 
oidony  <]{  Connecticut?" 

VeiT  natnral,  and  very  proper  questions,  my  friend.  1  will  taU  you.  In  eon^ 
▼enation  with  Major  Eleazer  Blackman,  who,  (hough  only  about  18  years  old  at 
the  time,  is  yet.  from  his  clear  mind  and  extraordinary  memory,  very  inlclli^cnt  in 
respect  to  ail  that  hs^pened  at  that  early  day ;  he  iniormed  me  that  neither  th^ 
Contiaental  Congress,  nor  colony  of  Connecticut  expended  a  penny  in  buikUog 
those  forts.  The  people  of  Wyoming  built  them  all,  in  the  language  of  a  ieso» 
lution  of  the  town  of  Westmoreland,  without  fee  or  reward."  He,  too  young 
to  go  out  to  battle,  worked  at  the  fort  at  Wilkesbarre,  drove  oxen  to  haul  in  tim* 
ber,  du^  in  the  tienohea.  and  laboured  constantly  unfU  it  was  finished.  Una  fort 
flood  where  the  court  house  now  stands,  and  embraced  from  a  quarter  to  h^ 
an  acre.  It  was  square,  built  by  setting  yellow  pine  logs  upright  in  the  earth 
close  together,  15  feel  high,  surrounded  by  a  trench.  The  comers  were  so  rounded 
aa  to  fluik  all  sides  of  the  fort.  The  gate  opened  towards  the  river,  and  they  had 
one  double  fortified  four  pounder  for  defence  and  as  an  alarm  gun  to  the  settl^' 
ment. 

The  court  hou^e  and  jail  of  Westmoreland  were  within  the  limits  of  the  f<wti- 
fication.  All  the  forts  were  built  on  the  same  plan,  except,  in  some  cases,  there 
were  double  rows  of  lo^  set  on  end  in  the  groimd,  thereby  ilfengthening  the 
llefences. 

The  day  preceding  the  battle  Major  Blackman's  father  and  two  brothers,  Eiisha 
and  Ichabod,  were  with  the  party  up  at  Exeter. 

Elisha  Blackman.  the  brother,  was  18  at  the  time  of  die  engagement.  The 
family  was  from  Lebanon  in  the  Stale  of  Connecticut,  and  removrc!  tn  Wyoming 
in  1773.  He  belonged  to  Capt.  Bidlack's  company,  and  when  they  marched  up 
to  battle  there  were  32  men.  Of  these  only  8  escaped:  himself,  Seijt.  Daniel 
Dewninc.  Jabez  Fish,  Olderly  seijeant,  Phineas  Spafibra,  M.  MuUen,  Samuel 
Carry,  Tom  Porter,  drummer,  amd  one  other;  all  the  rest  were  slain. 

'•Four  times  8  are  32 — so  that  ihree-tourths  of  Capt.  Bidlack 's  company  fell. 
It  wa«  a  terrible  eiauirhter.   Twenty-four  outol  iiur1y>two!  melancholy  indeed!'' 

Yea  Witt  cbaeife  ndlaek'a  eompany  waa  near  the  right,  baingMtt  to  Capt 
C 
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Hewitt's.  Bidlack  was  a  firm  and  bravt*  mnn.  r\nd  would  not  rptrcnt  althnngh  the 
left  \v!\-«  broken  and  iii  lull  flight.  True,  as  was  &4iid  by  his  brother,  the  Ker.  B. 
iixiiiack — He  ilied  on  the  field  where  he  stood  at  the  head  of  his  men. 

Darius  Spailonl,  brother-in-law  of  Eliaba  and  Eleazer  Blackman,  was  in  die 
engagement.  Two  months  had  not  passed  away  since,  in  the  joy  of  his  you'iifiil 
heart,  he  led  his  bride,  Lovina  Biackman,  to  the  sacred  altar.  In  the  eJLtreme 
exigency  of  the  case,  tiiere  was  here  uo  exemption  as  in  the  Jewish  law.  TW 
watch  fires  were  ktnaled  on  the  hills.  The  gathering  brand  was  li^jhled.  It  was 
''Speed — Malis^e,  speed.''  Neither  the  funeral  train  nor  the  wcddni;?  ccrr'mony 
afionlpd  exemption.  SpaiFord  went  like  a  true-hearted  tot)  of  VVyoniinLi  Thr 
lalai  buiiel  struck  him  in  the  shoulder,  he  fell  on  the  arm  of  his  brother  I'uincas. 
**  I  am  mortally  hurt,'*  were  his  last  words — ^"  take  care  of  I>ovina." 

Old  ^Ir.  Blaekman  would  not  leave  the  fort.  He  thouijht,  witli  Dr.  FmitK  V 
remaining  they  inii;ht  allord  some  protection — Kleazer,  with  his  mother  .tjI 
widowed  sister,  his  6i.-»ler  Lucy,  and  I'hineafi  Sputiurd,  lied  with  the  re©i  oi  tig 
aJ&ighted  fugitives.  The  story  of  their  sufferings  ia  the  common  story  of  alL  A 
part  of  tho  way  they  kept  from  fami:^hinj^  by  gatht  berries.  When  ihey  rame 
to  the  German  ^ftlfmrnt,  they  were  •rfuted  wiih  much  kindn^'ss.  were  led, 
spoken  kindly  to,  and  neipeJ  on  their  uuy.  Wearv,  way  worn  aud  peuoilesay 
depending  chiefly  on  charity,  they  "oi,  in  a  few  weeluiy  to  their  Ibnner  hona  ia 
Connecticut,  where,  one  and  ally  they  sought  a  Tiituoua  and  honoarable  iads- 
pendence  by  labour. 

Elista  Blackraau,  Jr.,  returned  with  Capt.  Spaldina,  and  aitled  to  defend  the 
settlement  and  bury  the  dead.  AU  the  property  was  destroyed,  except  two  cowa» 
wluch  by  mere  chance  were  recovered. 

The  two  brothers,  Klisha  and  Klea/^r  the  former  in  April,  78 — the  latter  *3  in 
May — the  first  in  Hanover,  the  last  in  \\  likenbarre^  each  on  liis  own  larm.  ace 
living  in  comfortable  independence  and  exceHent  health,  deservedly  enjoying,  in 
a  good  old  age,  respected  b^  all,  the  freedom  for  which  they  contended  and  suf- 
fc'red.  l.oi\'^  may  they  continue  in  the  enioyment  of  every  bieanng  this  wodd 
^an  give.    The  loUowmg  anecdote  was  told  by  Mrs.  B. 

Among  the  Indians  who  formerly  lived  in  the  valley  was  one  known  by  the 
name  of  Anthony  Turkey.  When  the  savages  removed  from  Wyoming  he  wem 
with  them,  and  returned  as  an  enemy  at  the  time  of  the  inva.«ion.  With  him  amd 
the  people  there  had  been  before  a  good  understanding,  and  it  created  some  tm- 
prise  when  known  that  he  was  with  the  bloody  band  who  had  come  on  the  ecnnd 
of  destruction.  It  was  Turkey  who  commanded  the  party  that  came  to  Mr. 
Week-^  the  Sunday  after  the  battle,  and  taking  the  old  gentleman's  hat,  i*hore«l 
his  rocking  chair  into  the  street,  and  sat  down  and  rocked  himself.  In  the  iava* 
fiion  of  March  following,  Turkey  was  here  again,  and  in  an  engagemeot  on  Ae 
Kingston  Hats  was  shot  through  the  ttiiuh  and  surrounded  by  our  people.  Sur- 
render, Turkey."  said  they,  "  we  won^t  hurt  you."  Probably  ronsciou«i  of  haH 
own  cruelties,  iie  defied  them,  aud  fought  like  a  tiger-cat  to  the  last.  Some  of 
our  boys,  in  malicions  sport,  took  his  body,  put  it  hito  an  dd  canoe,  fixed  a  dead 
rooster  in  the  bow — fastened  a  bow  and  arrow  in  tlie  dead  Indian's  hands  aa  if  la 
the  act  just  to  fire,  put  a  written  "  Pass"  on  his  breast  *'  to  let  tiio  bearer  go  to  bis 
master,  Kiug  Georue  or  the  d~I,''  and  launched  the  canoe  into  the  river.  Dowb 
it  went  amid  the  cheers  of  men  and  boys.  It  so  happened  that  the  caaoe  want 
clear  and  came  opposite  Calawissa,  where  there  was  a  small  settlement  Seeing 
it  driffin::,  with  somethini  in  it.  a  man,  eager  for  the  prize,  jumpeil  ijito  a  boat 
and  uurjhed  off.  \\  hat  was  surprise,  as  he  drew  near,  to  »ee  an  Indian,  with 
bow  bent  and  arrow  drawn  to  the  head — aimed  directly  at  his  breast.  Ho  tleil 
quicker  than  he  came,  but  being  a  man  of  resolution  pushed  off  again  with  hi^ 
rifle,  and  found  the  old  warrior  just  as  he  had  been  launched.  Afler  tow  ini;  hins 
in  to  shore,  and  a  hearty  laugh  of  the  people  there,  he  puehed  off  the  caoot, 
speeding  Anthony  Turkey  to  the  place  of  his  destination. 

Note. — ^Written  ia  1898.  Since,  in  1844,  Mi\jor  £Ueuer  BlackxDan  via  gathered  to  kit 
Atdi«r«,  •ged  78.  TIras  di«  mleetMd  refaaant  of  tfw  aaeieat  people  tre  ftac  ftHiair  mtmai 

ns.  The  elder  brother,  Elisbn.  livt-s.  a  Imtc  u!d  rnan,  utit!  :it>  t'nrnr'sl  r(>;n!f  r  oftlin  ti>--v  «,  n 

th«  po«wfluoa  of  all  hi«  fitcolltos  and  lUe  oiyoyiueat  of  Ufe.  He  it,  it  ia  wiypoood,  vt 
tfifea  sanfien  wko  vers  ia  the  batdt. 
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NO.  XiX. 

THE  STARK,  FAMILY. 

Ik  upper  Wilkesbaxre,  neariv  a  mile  from  iho  TiUfiton  line,  norths  esterlvj  or 
towaids  the  river  ftom  toe  road,  ^re  10  an  ancient  lamily  buiyiDg-ground,  Where 
repose,  side  by  side,  Christopher,  James  and  Henry  Stark,  the  father,  grandfather 

antl  <:;roat-crnindfather  of  James  and  John  Stark,  Esqs.,  now  residing  upon  the  patri- 
monial property.  It  is  a  remarkable  case.  James  Stark.  £»q.,  aged  about  50, 
can  point  to  the  grave  of  his  progenitor  three  generationa  back.*  Il  ia  doubted  if 
another  instance  exista  in  old  Westmoreland,  of  a  person  now  (1845)  half  a  cen- 
tury old,  whose  |7-m/-gTandfather  was  buried  here.  ChriMopher  must  have  been 
a  very  aged  man  whenj  in  1771.  he  came  with  his  children  to  the  valley,  ^th 
he  and  ma  son  Jamea  died  beiore  the  battle;  the  former  by  natural  decay,  Uie 
latter  fell  a  victim  to  the  arodl-jw-v  when  it  prevailed  in  1777.  Two  of  the  name, 
Aaron  and  Jame?.  are  on  the  town  list  of  itinahitanlt*,  1772.  Aaron  sold  his  right 
to  his  brother  James  and  removed  to  anotiier  part  of  tlie  valley. 

The  fiunily  waa  ori^inuUy  from  New  England,  three  brwiers  havingj  at  an 
early  period,  emigrated  from  England.  The  glorious  old  hero  of  Bennington, 
who,  by  capturing  the  Hessians,  broke  the  power  of  Burgoyne,  was  a  defcenilant 
of  one  of  tnose  brothers,  and  of  course  a  relative  of  tlie  Wilkesbarre  family. 
Nor  waa  the  patriotie  apirit  confined  to  the  New  HampaMra  branch.  On  the 
enlistment  of  toe  independent  companies  of  Durkee  and  Ranaom,  Jamea  Stark, 
son  of  James  and  brother  of  Henry,  (whos^e  burial-place  we  have  designated.) 
joined  the  army  and  marched  to  meet  the  enemy. 

In  the  battle  were  three  of  the  name,  Daniel,  Aaron  and  Jamea;  the  latter  only 
escaped,  Daniel  and  Aaron  fell.  The  record  shows  their  couras:e  and  deroliCMi  to 
their  country '8  liberty,  aiul  thnt  two  of  them  laki  down  their  lives  in  the  sacred 
cause.  A  portion  of  the  family-,  after  the  war,  settled  on  the  Tuukhannock,  which 
ia  supposed  to  derive  its  origm  from  Daniel.  Mr.  John  D.  Stark,  of  Pittston,  ia 
the  grandson  of  Aaron  who  waa  slain. 

Tlio  first,  a' 1I,  for  manv  years,  the  largest  ami  best  frame  house  in  upper 
Wiiice.sbarre,  belonged  to  the  Starlc  family.  Painted  red.  more  than  haU"  a  cen- 
tury ago,  situate  on  the  first  rise  from  the  river,  commanding  a  pleasant  prospect 
of  the  Susquehanna  and  the  large  meadows,  it  waa  quite  an  object,  in  old  times, 
of  curio'^ify  and  attraction. 

The  Wiikesbarre  branch  retain  the  homestead,  increased  by  puR-hase  and  im- 
proved 1^  cultivation.  The  property  has  become  morevaluablo  than  the  fondest 
imaginations  of  their  fatli^rf^  ever  conceived  of,  by  fine  deposits  of  anthracite 
coal  discovered  on  \ho  laii  1  i^a^v  of  acce*^.  mines  being  already  opened.  More- 
over, the  canal  passes  more  than  half  a  mile  through  tlie  orij^inal  plantation. 

It  may  weU  he  a  subject  of  family  j^ride,  that  the  two  brothere  of  whom  we 
apeak,  James  and  John,  liave  almost,  time  out  of  mind,  one  or  the  other,  been 
rrin'ji'=fr;it(»5  in  upppr  Wilkesbarre, di»pen.'-in;j;  ju.>>tice  amonfTtluMr  rural  uci^hbnnr."*. 
To  llicir  great  credit,  be  it  a!f«o  recorded,  that  tliey  have  ever  di.scounlenaiiced  un- 
necessary litigation,  and  been  more  solicitous  to  preserve  harmony  than  to  multi- 
ply fee-bills.  It  is  out  a  just  compliment  to  James  Stark  to  say,  tliat  the  neis|[h- 
bourhood  and  surrounding  country  are  indebted  to  hirn  for  spiriird  and  unwearied 
exertions  to  introduce  and  cultivate  every  variety  of  choice  fruit,  apples,  pcaii*, 
cherries,  &c.  Much  has  been  done;  a  great  deal  has  been  accomplit^hed.  We  owe 
ti^e  delicious  Sickle  pear  to  his  labours.  Had  his  liberal  and  untirioir  vilont^  boen 
properly  seconded,  Pliiladelphia  wnnld  not  have  boasted  finer  fiuit  thnn  Wyo- 
ming. We  cannot  but  regard  the  luan  wlm,  with  industry  and  care.  (Establishes 
a  nurserj— casts  about  at  home  and  abroad  lor  Uie  finest  sorts— eugraftin^  and 

*  Coll.  Butler  tod  Osaiiaa,  the  «trf  first  »Mien,  hsf  •  children  living  sot  older  thea 
JuMS  Stark,  fieq. 
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teacluiiL'  his  neiL^hbours  to  enc;raily  thoB  coatriboting  to  the  ^neral  faeohli  and 
pieasiire^  am  a  public  beuefaclor. 


NO.  XX. 

NATHAN   BKACU,  ESQ. 

Nathaji  Bkacr,  Esq.,  of  Beaoh  Grove,  Salero  townehip,  for  mmj  jmm  one  «f 

file  most  distingnisihed  citizens  of  Luzerne,  has  furnished  me  with  a  brief  sketdi 
of  his  life  durini;  the  war,  whirh  '.ve  uive  entire.  We  mav  add  that  Mr.  Beach 
was  a  ma^i»l.rate  for  many  year::^;  and  for  a  Htiil  loiu;er  lime  po6traasier  at  Beach 
Olove.  Near  forty  years  ago,  to  wit,  in  1807—8,  the  author  am!  Mr.  Beach  repi^ 
sented  the  county  of  Luzerne  in  t{ie  Assembly,  then  sitting  iti  LanciLiter.  Room 
mates  a«  well  as  coUeaG^ir-*.  a  friendly  intimacy  commenced  which  has  nerer 
suffered  the  slightest  interruption.  Active,  enterprisingi  having  a  mind  quick  to 
perceive,  a  memory  extraorauiaril^  reteotiTe,  «Da  a  iaeult|r  (o  eommmrieate  wifli 
remarkable  clearness  and  spirit  the  incidents  occurring  in  his  eventful  life;  m  mora 
pleasant  or  instructive  companion,  in  respect  to  ancient  atfainfi,  could  rarely  be 
met  with.  Even  now,  at  the  age  of  82  (1845),  bis  graphic  account  of  the  sor- 
fender  of  Comwallia,  posaeaaea  more  intefeet  than  any  we  have  ever  read  «r 
heard.  Fortune  has  smiled  on  his  exertions,  and  the  poor  exiled  toy  m  now  abie 
to  ride  in  his  carriage  and  pair,  abounding  in  wealth,  still  ble^?ed  with  beaht^ 
and  buoyant  in  spirits,  esteemed  by  a  large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintaocea. 

me  year  1769  my  fioher  removedwith hiaftmily  from  tlie Stale  of 
York,  to  the  viillny  of  Wyoming,  iiow  Luzerne  Coonty,  State  of  PennsylvaoiL 
where  he  contiaued  to  reside  within  the  limits  of  the  said  county,  unM'  rbp4t5 
day  of  July,  1778,  the  day  aller  the  Wyoming  massacre,  so  called.  V\  hen  the 
inhabitanta,  to  wit,  all  thoee  who  had  eecaped  the  tomaliawk  and  aoalping  knife, 
fled  in  every  direction  to  places  of  security — ^about  the  fitat  of  August  following  I 
rofurned  with  my  father  and  Thomas  Dodson,  to  secure  our  harvest  which  w  e  had 
left  m  the  fields.  While  we  were  engaged  in  securing  our  harvest  as  aforesaid, 
I  wee  taken  priaoner  by  the  Indiana  and  toriea;  made  mr  escape  the  day  foDow* 
ing.  In  the  fall  of  the  same  year,  1778,  my  father  and  family  went  to  live  al 
Fort  Jenkins,  (roiimibia  County,  Pa.)  I  was  there  employed,  with  others  of  the 
citizens,  and  5ent  out  on  scouting  parties  by  Capt.  Swany,  commander  of  the  foci, 
■nd  belonging  to  CoL  Hartley's  regiment  of  the  PennaylTania  line,  continued  at 
aaid  fort  until  about  the  hrst  of  June,  1779.  during  which  time  had  a  number 
skirmishes  with  the  Indians.  In  May,  1779,  (he  Inrlians,  thirty-five  in  number, 
made  an  attack  on  some  liunilie6  that  lived  one  mile  trom  the  fort,  and  took  three 
fomtUeSi  twenty-two  in  number,  prisoneia.  Information  having  been  received  at 
the  fort,  E^aigii  Thomhuiy  was  sent  out  by  the  captain  in  pursuit  of  tibe  fmliaaa^ 
with  twenty  soldier?,  myself  and  three  others  of  the  citizens  also  went,  making 
twenty-four.  We  came  up  with  them — a  sharp  engagement  took  place,  which 
lasted  about  thirty  minutes,  during  which  time  we  had  four  men  killed  and  tive 
wounded  out  of  the  tvrenty*four.  As  we  were  compelled  to  retreat  to  die  forty 
leavinjr  nur  dead  on  the  jrround,  the  Indians  took  thoir  scalps;,  Dnnnr  o-::  en- 
gageraeul  with  the  Indians  the  twenty-four  prisoners  before  nientiun*- 1  uKule  neir 
escape  and  got  safe  to  the  fort.  The  names  of  the  heads  of  those  iannltea  ukeu 
piiaonera  as  aforeaaid,  were  Baitlet  Harney,  Christopher  Forrow  and  Joeepk 
Dewey;  the  first  nrmMHl,  Hartlet  Ramey,  was  killed  by  ih^  Ttu!iiin>  Soon  after 
tlie  aforesaid  engagement,  m  June  I  entered  the  boat  department.  BoaL«  hnrii^ 
been  built  at  Middletown,  Dauphin  County,  called  continental  boats,  made  for 
fte  purpose  of  tranapoiting  the  baggage,  provisions,  &c.,  of  Gen.  SutHraa'a  am^ 
—which  was  on  its  march  to  destroy  the  Indian  towns  in  the  lake  countr)'.  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  I  steered  one  of  those  boat.s  to  Tif>ira  Point,  where  we  dis- 
charged our  loading  and  I  returned  to  Fort  Jenkins  in  An<fust,  where  i  iouod  our 
fomuy.  The  Indiana  «iU  eontiniied  to  be  tioableMH&e;  my  Mar  thoagbt  It 
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*d?i9aMp  to  leave  the  country  and  !fo  to  a  place  of  more  pafety;  wp  Iff^  the  Sns- 
quehaniia,  crossed  the  inouutains  to  Nortiiampton  County,  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Bethlehem ;  this  beiiiff  in  the  All  of  1779.  In  Ma^,  1780,  the  IndumB  paid  a 
TiBit  to  that  country,  took  and  carried  away  Benjamin  Gilbert  and  family,  and 
eeverJi!  of  his  neighbours,  amounlin<r  to  eiiihteon  or  twenty  in  all  Said  Gil- 
bert was  a  public  Friend,  of  the  society  called  Quakers.  It  was  then  thought 
ezpedieDt  to  raise  a  eeitaiii  number  of  mtlitSa  men)  and  ednblisb  a  line  of  blook- 
houses  north  of  the  Blue  Mountain,  from  the  Delaware  River  near  Stroudsburs 
in  Northampton  county  to  the  river  Srhnylkill  in  then  Berks,  now  Schuylkill 
County,  in  which  fiervice  I  entered  as  substitute  ior  Jacob  Reedy.  In  Mav,  1780| 
was  appointed  oideily  serjeant  in  Capt.  Conrad  Bather's  oompany,  in  which  sto* 
ation  I  served  that  season  six  months,  as  follows:— two  months  under  Cant 
Rather,  two  months  under  Capt.  Deal;  during  this  two  months  the  Indians  made 
an  attack  upon  our  blockhouse,  at  which  engageaoent  some  of  the  Indiaas  were 
killed ;  and  two  months  under  Capt.  Smealhen.  During  the  winter  it  was  con- 
sidered  unnecessary  to  ooDtinne  the  service.  In  May,  1781,  the  forces  were  re- 
orjjanized  at  the  blockhouses,  where  I  served  four  month«.  In  September  of  the 
same  year  I  entered  the  French  service  in  Philadelphia  as  wagoner,  with  CapL 
Gosho,  wagon  master,  and  was  attached  to  the  horottal  depaiteient;  arriTed  aft 
Yorktown,  Virginia,  the  last  of  September,  about  three  weeks  before  the  sur- 
rerifler  of  Lord  CorawalHs.  I  remained  with  the  array  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Yorktown  until  June.  1782,  at  which  time  the  French  army  left  Virginia  for  Boe- 
iOD,  atriTed  at  Pkoridenee.  Stale  of  Rhode  Island,  aboirt  in  November:  ramalnad 
there  until  the  first  of  Feoruary,  17S3,  when  the  army  marched  to  Boston,  and 
embarked  on  board  of  their  fleet.  I  then  retiimed  to  Phihdelphia,  Pennsylvania, 
was  discharged,  and  returned  home  aiier  an  absence  ot  about  eighteen  months. 
I  was  horn,  savs  our  funily  register^  July,  1763,  near  a  place  now  catted  Hodsooi 
«B  the  Noffth  River,  ha  the  State  of  New  Yoik.  Have  continiied  to  lesida  wMua 
Lnzeme  County  from  September,  1769,  to  the  pseaaottima,  exeaptiag  fife  yaam 
-as  before  stated. 


Mr.  Beach  related  to  the  writer  the  following  amusing  anecdote,  showing  in 
what  manner  the  second  set  of  Yankees,  confined  in  the  Easton  PruMin,  obtained 
Jiheir  disehar^. 

The  cnptivily  of  the  Ynnkee  prirtv,  by  SberifT  Jennings  of  Northampton  roiintr, 
and  impritioument  at  £aston,  has  so  many  laughable  circumstances  connected  with 
it,  th^  all  melanchdjr  impremimis  are  obliterated,  and  may  awaken  a  smile  from 
am  i^idesof  the  queation.  Tlie  Wyoming  e^tives  found  amcmglho  inhahitaali 
of  F^ai^ton  a  great  many  friends,  whose  ^mpaihy  Ibr  their  iaie  was  gvaalar  ikm 
aneet  for  their  fault. 


Flip,  in  those  days,  was  a  &vourite  and  fashionable  liquor,  especially  among 
Ihe  New  England  selilers.  Stay,  we  will  delay  the  narrative  only  long  enough  to 
0ive  the  roct  ipt  to  make  it.  Put  into  a  quart  of  beer  a  tablespoonfrl  of  brown  iugar, 
warm  it  thorougidy  by  stirring  it  round  with  a  red  hot  poker ;  add  Irorn  a  gill  to  half  a 
pint  of  old  Antigua  rum ;  grate  on  half  a  nutmeg ;  our  grandfathers  thoui;ht  it  a  capital 
DOferage.  Many  a  liberal-betttod  Eaatoi^an  was  in  the  habit  of  visiting  the  pri- 
soners, furnishing  th  e  mnterialH^and  partakinir  of  the  inspiring  draught.  The  jatloi^ 
loo,  a  jovial  clever  leliow,  occasionally  sipped  a  noggin,  with  his*  merry  chanre. 

One  might  think  the  plan  had  been  concerted.  The  keeper  having  closed  the 
Opening  with  an  extramiig,  lost  the  power,  or  the  will,  to  make  much  resistaaooL 
Opening  the  door  to  let  ont  some  of  the  ^  i^itors,  old  Mr  Beai  li  ami  Ills  eompa- 
nioni^  preH«ed  it  back  auauist  him.  holding  him  in  duxance,  till  the  whole  pwty 
escaped,  and  they  returned  to  Wyoming. 

At  the  aorrender  of  Comwallis,  Mr  Beach  lelMaa  that  the  British  marahod  aot 
playing  Ist,  Ix)rd  Comwallis'  March — 2d,  some  pnpnlnrtimc  in  ihrir  nrnn-,  and 
3d,  God  save  the  Kin !t;  and  starked  arms.  The  Arooru  aii  and  Fienrh  troops 
advanced  playing  isl,  Count  iiodiambeau's  March  j  2d,  Waahington's  March ,  and 


Jd|  astl^y  suvoQoded  tbo  Haakod  aims,  Yaokoo  Doodtel  <k  bearing  wlaah 
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the  Britiah  soldiers  became  almost  ungoyeraaUy  enraged|  and  oould  aoaioelj  be 
restrained  from  rushing  back  and  seizing  their  muskets. 
And  then,  said  Mr.  Beach,  was  to  be  seen  the  moel'  eztramdinarf  ■ie:ht  I  ew 

beheld.  The  officer^  of  all  three  armies,  in  large  numbers,  on  horseback,  ex- 
changing courtesies  as  if  they  were  sworn  brothers  just  met.  instead  of  deaiilr 
foes ;  old  acquaintance  reoogaiziag  and  introducing  each  other  to  otiicers  to  whom 
they  were  strangers. 

"Grim-visaged  war  then  smoothed  hi-^  wrinkled  front."  But  an  incident  oc- 
curred, annoying  to  one  of  the  best  otiicers  of  the  Hritish  army.  Col.  Tarhon  was 
obliged  to  dismount  from  a  beuulifui  cliarger,  claimed  by  a  Virginia  geuiiemao, 
from  whom  it  had  been  taken. 

[Though  entirely  out  of  place  T  cannot  repress  the  curiosity  I  have  to  know 
wlio  were  pa.s<^enger8  to  New  York,  in  the  ^'Boaetta.''  Whataa  iacideattoiiXiB 
iiail  a  duzeu  chapters  in  a  romance  \] 


NO.  XXL 

£LISUA  HARDING,  £SQ. 

Hi  dept  with  bis  fiidiers,''  is  the  simple  lad  bwmSM  wprewion  of  Setiptuie, 
whan  an  aged  man  had  closed  his  earthly  pilgrimage.  fiuBiu  HamiG,  Esq^  m 
Eaton,  has  paid  the  debt  of  Nature,  and  gone  down  to  the  grave  in  a  grxxl  old  age, 
with  the  umversal  respect  of  all  who  knew  him.  One  of  the  rerr  few  who  w«e 
left  among  us  who  shaved  in  the  soenes  and  snffiKings  of  Wyoming  in  the  Rero- 
Intiooaiy  war,  his  depnitnre  eraates  a  painfid  ohaam,  and  compete  remailE-* 

A  few,  very  few  years  more,  and  not  one  will  remain  who  can  say — '  I  wm 
there — 1  saw  the  British  Butler,  his  Green  Rangers  and  his  savage  myrmidooa  ' 
I  saw  the  scalps  of  oar  butchered  people,  and  witnessed  the  contlagration.' " 

Elisha  Harding  was  a  native  of  Colchester,  Connectioiityboinitt  17€S,andoaBM 
with  his  father  to  Wyoming  in  1770  among  the  early  pettlerf.  Kveter  was  the 
place  selected  for  their  residence.  At  the  commencement  of  the  1\ evolutionary 
troubles,  VVintermoot's  fort  had  been  erected,  and  suspicion  prevailed  that  those  who 
controlled  it  were  not  friendly  to  our  cause,  although  their  professions  were  £m. 
The  Jenkinses  and  the  Hardmgs,  the  chief  Whig  families  who  lived  near,  thoiijht 
proper  to  unite  their  otlbrts,  and  Jenkins-  fort  was  built  above  Wintermoot'^,  near 
the  ferrj'.  Young  Harding,  then  a  bov  too  young  to  lift  logs,  had  yet  the  true 
blood  flowing  in  his  veins;  he  could  driye  oxen;  and  he  wdvked  at  the  etoccede 
with  the  spirit  of  youth  and  ardour  of  patriotism.  This  was  in  1777.  In  \(v 
vember  of  that  year,  John  Jenkins,  Jr.,  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  Indians  and 
carried  to  Niagara.  A  Mr.  York  and  Lemuel  Fitch  were  taken  off  at  the  i^anM 
Ihne.  An  old  man  named  Fttzgerald  was  also  made  captive.  The  enem^  plaeed 
him  on  a  flax-brake,  and  gave  him  his  choice — ^to  die,  or  renounce  his  Whig 
principle.s  and  swear  allegiance  to  King  George.  The  reply  is  worthy  of  preser- 
vation in  letters  of  gold :  am  an  old  man — I  can  continue  but  a  few  years  at 
most,  and  had  rather  die  mow,  a  friend  to  my  eomtiy  than  bate  my  life  ^Mied 
and  be  branded  with  the  name  of  Toiy !"  He  was  a  noUe  £bUow.  And  dic^bad 
the  magnanimity  to  let  him  go. 

The  troubles  which  may  be  said  to  have  begun  with  the  captivity  of  JeokinS) 
now  tfuekeaed  around  the  settlement  In  May,  1778,  William  Crooks  and  Asa 
Budd  went  np  the  river  and  stopped  at  John  Secord's  house,  where  Crooks  was 
shot  by  the  enemy,  and  Budd  escaped.  Was  not  the  blood  of  Crooks  the  first 
shed  at  W  voming?  The  people  now  repaired  to  the  forts  for  safety.  At  Jenkins' 
ImI  were  me  fiimily  of  that  name,  the  head  of  which  was  John  Jenkins,  Esq.,  a 
Man  diatini^nished  in  his  day  by  intelligence,  leal  for  libei^,  and  extennve  in- 
fluence. In  May,  1777,  he  had  been  elected  a  memberof  Asasmblvto  Connecti- 
out,  from  Westmoreland.  He  was  the  lather  of  the  Mr.  Jenkins  who  was  a  pri- 
soner; aodafieiwanlB  thRNi(^  tbs      a  bate  and  active  offieer.  Hero  weie 
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Ciqpt  Stephen  Harding.  Benjanmij  Stukelv,  and  Stephen  Harding,  Jr^  Wm.  Martin, 
James  nacl^^all,  Sr.,  and  Jr.,  Samuel  Morgan,  Ichabod  Phelpa,  luoer  Robbina, 
John  f'anliner,  Daniol  Wi'l!or,  juul  Darjiel  Carr,  with  thoir  \vnmen  and  children. 

On  the  30lh  oi  June  the  men  iett  the  ibrt  and  went  up  the  nver  a  few  miles  to 
work  among  their  corn;  they  were  ambusihed  by  the  savages,  and  six  of  them 
aJain.  Those  who  fell  were  Stukely  Harding,  and  Benjamin  Harding,  brewers 
of  Kli.sha;  Miner  Robblns,  James  Hadsall  Jarne-  IT  \d<.ill.  Jr  ,  and  a  roloiired  man 
named  Martin  f«ee  note].  The  British  Buiier  said  our  men  lought  as  long  as 
they  could  stand ;  when  lound  their  bodies  were  shockingly  mangled — ^fuli  of  bpear 
holM— their  hands  and  aiiDSinit  as  if  an  attempt  had  oeen  made  to  take  them 
prisoners,  and  they  ha^l  resisted  to  the  last.  Daniel  Weller,  Daniel  Carr  and  John 
GardiTipr  wpre  taken  prisoners  ^^^  Tlardiniij  of  wliotn  we  write,  used  to  say, 
that  in  uii  lu»  life  he  never  saw  a  more  pileou:^  scene  than  that  of  Mr.  Gardiner 
teking  leave  of  his  wib  mod  childfen.  Afker  the  battle  he  was  allowed  to  aee, 
and  bid  them  farewell,  when  he  was  driven  off,  led  by  a  h&lter,  loaded  almost  to 
crushinj?  with  plunder.— He  seemed  an  object  of  particular  ^^pi'e,  probably  arising 
from  the  revenge  of  some  personal  euemv.  (iu — go ' ' — wha  the  Indian  s  com- 
flwad.  On  the  way,  a  lew  milee  west  of  Geneva,  he  became  worn  om— 4all  and 
was  given  up  to  the  squaws,  who  put  him  to  death  with  cruel  torture. 

The  day  w»fore  the  battle.  Jenkins'  fort  capitulated  to  a  detachment  under  Capt 
Caldwell,  and  young  Harding  was  anM>ng  the  prisonen.  As  suwected|  Winter- 
noot's  fort  thtew  open  its  gate  to  the  enemy.  On  the  3d  of  July  m  the  aflemoon 
about  one  o'clock,  word  name  QptojMykins'RMt that  the  Yankees  were  marching  out 
to  battle  and  all  tne  warriors  must  go  down  to  Wintermoot's  to  meet  them  Tlie 
issue  is  known.  The  next  day  Mr.  Hardiug  describea  the  savages,  as  smoking, 
sitting  abont,  and  with  the  most  stoics!  indineienoe,  scraping  thoMOod  and  brains 
from  the  scalps  of  our  oeople,  and  straining  them  over  little  Doope  to  dry — a  most 
soul-sickenint^  sight.  In  a  day  or  two  Col.  Butler,  his  Rangers,  and  a  party  of  the 
Indians  left  the  valley,  abandoning  the  settlement  to  the  tender  mercies  of  the 
bolcheia  who  chose  to  remain.  Among  the  expelled,  he  sought  his  way  to 
Norwich,  Connecticut,  bound  himself  to  the  blacksmith's  trade,  and  despising 
idlene'^''  and  dependeoo«{y  ttobly  rasobed  to  life  above  the  world  and  waitf,  by 
honest  industry.  ^ 
Alter  the  war  he  retnnied  to  the  beloved  waters  of  the  Susquebantuu  Whoem 
dwelt  on  its  banks  that  did  not  say^If  I  forget  thee,  thou  clear  and  beaotifid  slream| 
may  ray  right  hand  forget  its  cunning?  VVhocver  left  Wyomingi  whose  SOUldiA 
not  loo^  to  return  to  its  romantic  hills  and  lovely  plains!  '  .'| 

Mamedf  settled,  havins  an  admirable  farm,  and  be  a  first  rate  farmer,  comftm 
and  independence  flowed  in  vpon  lum,  crowned  his  board  with  plenty,  and  gavt 
him  the  means  of  charitable  usefulnes.**  in  reward  for  early  toils  and  present  labour. 

A  man  of  strong  mind  and  retentive  memory,  he  read  much  and  retained  every- 
thing worth  remembering.  Shrewd,  sensible,  thoroughly  understanding  human 
natnre,  few  in  his  neighbourhood  had  more  inflneooe.  A  jostioe  under  a  Goro- 
miFs^ion  from  Gov.  MitRin,  he  rendered  useful  services  as  a  inai-i^strate  for  a  long 
series  of  years.  Of  a  n^ady  turn  of  wit,  an  apt  ptory — an  applicable  JScripture 
quolalion^ — couplet  of  popular  vetae^  always  ready  at  command,  rendered  him 
a  prominent  and  suooessfiil  adTOcale  m  the  thoosanid  interesting  confUcts  of  opin« 
ion  that  arise  in  life.  A  keen  sarcasm — severe  retort — an  unexpected  answer, 
that  would  turn  the  laugii  on  his  opponent,  characterized  him,  but  never  in  bitter- 
n^s,  for  he  wati  too  benevolent  to  give  unmerited  pain.  Of  old  times  he  loved 
loeOBven>e,  and  has  tematkable  memorv  enafalM  him  to  trace  with  surprising 
accuracy  every  event  which  he  witnessed,  or  heard,  during  tlictiouble.H  here.  Ife 
could  describe  every  house  and  faun,  and  name  every  farmer  from  the  lower  to 
the  npper  line,  living  in  KxeUa  before  the  battle,  although  but  a  lad  of  12  or  13. 
.  -A  very  woithy^-«  Tory  eterei^— a  very  upright  man,  he  leaves  the  world  ¥04 
spected  and  regretted.  Thick  set,  not  tall,  but  well  knit  together  he  seemed 
formed  for  strength  and  endurance ;  of  an  excellent  ron^ifntion,  well  preserved 
exercise,  cheerfulness  and  temperance,  be  )iad  known  but  little  thickness.  A 
ur  ago,  1839,  the  last  tine  I  had  the  pleasme  to  see  him,  his  mind  seemed  in 
vigonriandho  fiv«  pfomiseof  many  yearaof  lifeandmi^^^      In  tbtf 
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bupnning  of  August  he  waa  struck  ^vith  apoplexy;  nmA  and  bo^T "■i'^i'^S  ^ 
gemeri  he  aomred  the  stroke  b«t  a  shoit  timei  and  diediii  tli0  Tfu  jmn  m  hm 
ag@. 

Id  sober  sUle 
Thraajh  the  tequester'd  rale  of  mortal  litk 
The  venerable  patriarch  goildeM  held 
The  tenour  oDiii  way ;  laboor  prepared 
His  simple  fare  ;  and  temp'rance  nil*d  Uiboud. 
Tired  with  his  daily  toil  at  mtij 
Ha  rank  to  soft  rapose ;  geiHle  tad  pvn 
Aabroath  of  eTonisg  zepiiv  r;  ;in(]  n.^  gweet 
Waia  all  hisslomhersj  with  the  mtnheMM 
Alert  tad  vigoroas  as  be*  to  ma 
Hi-<  destined  (  iirirve  :    FbfMf  aa4l aS^WAlMa— • 
£rer  marked  htn  path 

Along  the  gentle  elofNr  of  Hl^*«  dedto* 

Hp  hrnt  liif<  LTailual  wiiv,  ti!I  full  orxoarj 
Ue  dropt  like  mellow  thiit  into  his  grave.'* 

N'.Tc— tIkto  was  not  a  fiiiniy  in  Hm floastiy  wtiM  udm/Hj  debited  ta  AeadoM 
the  Uardings ;  or  that  suffered  more. 
Thoee  who  fell  at  Eiet«r,  were  takea  to  the  boryinfr-froaad  aear  Jeakiaa  ferrr,  viKre 

th'  ir  remains  were  interrr*!  F.lisha  Harding,  Esq.,  pinis  .-m.^  p-.triotic  r«^o!irn^,  rii*#d 
a  stone  te  their  akemorj,  with  this  iucriptioo,  **  8umt  be  the  sle^  </  that  who  J^^sfer  Uealk 


No.xxn. 

THE  DANA  FAMILY. 

NoTWrniSTAWDiNO  the  ?torv  of  this  patriotic  and  "nffrrincr  family  15  90  pxteo- 
aively  interwoven  in  the  body  ul  uur  work,  their  meritb  demaaii  boino  further  notice 
horn  our  pen.  Anderson  Dana,  Esq.,  from  Ashford,  Windham  ooontf,  vaa  a 
lawyer  ot  handsome  attainments.  Immediately  on  his  removal  to  Wilkesbaire  he 
took  a  decitlf^l  lend  in  the  establishment  of  frcp  schonl?,  and  n  Goapei  minislet. 
'  p  is  a  pleasure  to  trace  in  the  old  records  llie  nobie  impre^ol  his  Puritaa  ieal,Qa 
DOth  subjects.— Before  the  first  stump  cilt  on  his  plantation  had  begun  to  deoaf, 
lus  son,  Daniel  Dana,  was  placed  at  sohool  in  Lebaiion»  to  prepare  himself  form 
colle;ri  f'ducaiion  at  Vale.  On  his  re'imi  from  the  assemMy  at  Hartford,  near 
the  close  ol  June,  1778,  where,  at  that  most  trying  period,  the  people  had  chosen 
him  to  represent  them,  the  euem)^  having  come,  Mr.  Dana  mounled  his  horae 
ind  rode  from  town  to  town,  aroosiDg,  eh^ring,  for  the  confliet;  thooi^  bf  km 
flKempt  from  militia  duty  he  hastened  to  the  li'Md  and  fell. 

The  death  of  his  sou-m-law  Stephen  Whiton  \va«5  not  less  dit^tressing.  1^ 
Toung  schoolmaster  was  especially  welcome  as  a  suitor,  l>ecause  to  a  fine  person 
he  united  pleasing  manners,  pure  morals,  and  was  a  icholar.  A  few  weeks  mif 
ha<^  pa-^sed  since  the  celebratioji  of  the  nuptials,  when  VVhllon.  forcp  !  hv  impe- 
rious uecessity,  tore  himsfllf  iiom  the  tond  embcace  of  his  sonowitig  liride--4e 
return  no  more. 

Mrs.  Dana,  with  a  thonzhtfijdness  no  where  equaled,  knowing  that  as  her 

husband  was  much  enga^jed  in  public  business,  his  j^apers  must  be  valuable, 
gathered  up  all  she  deemed  inn«5t  important,  took  provisions,  and  wjih  her 
widow^  daughter,  and  the  younger  children,  tied.  Mr.  AndenM>u  Dana,  now  at 
the  agn  of  76,  residing  on  the  homestead,  then  a  lad  of  9,  was  their  okaef  Mb 
protpctnr.  Like  hundreds  of  others  they  sought  their  way  to  their  former  home, 
iu  Connecticut,  where,  while  Anderson  was  pot  out  an  apprentice,  Daniel  was 
sent  to  college,  and  the  rest  turned  their  hands  to  such  labour  as  could  bost  sustaui 
^Min.  Hie  indepeodenl  apirit  exhilnted,  aU  nnoeii^inefable,  is  itself  n  baaoliiri 
illustration  of  the  Yankee  cliaracter.  Several  months  after,  Mrs.  Wliilon  wasi  con* 
An^d  with  a  dam^hter,  who  inteaoamed  with  Cajit.  Hflgekinh  £aama,  ior  thii^ 
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^eaispast  one  of  the  most  estimable  citizens  of  Wilkeftbane.  Smile  who  may ; 
Ifn.  ParsoDS,  if  gone  mm  fired  tDddoiily  neWf  it  tlmcet  tiwofwa  mto  eopmlriwis  or 

fainlini;,  the  overwhelming  dread,  beinj^  traced  without  a  doabt,  to  the  alarm  suf- 
fered by  her  mother  at  the  time  of  the  battle.  If  the  sorrows  of  early  are  not 
fcKgoaen.  they  are  afisoageti  by  healing  time.  Their  days  have  been  prosperous,  and 
indepeoijiaM  mdbIm  on  iMr  dsoliniiig  yoam.  Andonoa  Dim  volvroed,  after  % 
bound  service  of  10  or  11  years,  to  recover  the  patrimonial  estate.  The  father^s 
fondest  aspirations  never  rooK^  have  reached  the  des^ee  of  virealth  and  prosperity, 
which  the  old  plaatatioo  eAhibiUi,  £k  not  onlr  the  cauial  oasses  ttiroi^h  it,  but  the 
waH^tmd  nm  Mar  half  a  Buto  mim»  it,  wkMm,  boonded  by  the  main  avonM|  It 
is  all  becoming  build ina  lots.  Bfitier  and  Ross  were  formeriy  in  advance  of  DaM, 
but  the  Dana  property  will  nearly  equal  them.  But  behold  thai  laige  white  boild* 
iiig  on  the  upper  line  of  the  farm  1  It  is  Dana's  Acadeiny. 
'  Daniel,  as  daaignod  by  the  ftther,  waa  edneated  at  Tale  CoBeM.  He  lived 
Majiy  years  in  the  State  of  New  York|  was  jud^  of  the  court  and  field  other  effl* 
4lial  station!*.  In  advanced  age  he  removed  with  his  children  to  Ohio,  wherf*  in 
.1641,  he  died  aged  80 ;  having  lived  a  life  of  usefulness,  and  left  a  memory  with- 
cart  ataiB  or  lepffoacb. 

The  Rer.  Sylveater  Dana,  another  son,  imbued  like  his  martyred  father  wiih  a 
7^?{\  for  Tclijjion  and  love  of  learninjr.  '^oM  his  patrimonial  rii^ht,  and  dbla-nrtl  a 
liberal  education,  with  the  intent  to  enter  into  the  Christian  ministry.  He  now 
jasides  in  Cooconl,  New  Hampshife.  A  few  years  since  Wyoming  had  the  plea^ 
ewe  to  welcome  him  to  its  now  pleasant  and  peaceful  aoenefl^  wbieh  he  had  left 

abonnflinu  in  sorrow  and  r!nni'lp[1  wjfh  woe. 

Eleazer,  the  youugest  son,  resides  al  Ovvego,  New  York,  where,  for  forty  yeaia 
mflt  in  an  extensive  legal  practice  he  has  acquired  respect,  and  accumulaled  a 
liandsome  independence. 

Five  of  the  grandchildren  of  the  old  pn'riot  have  been  educated  at  edilegei 
making  with  the  two  M>ns  named,  seven  of  the  family. 

Hon.  Amasa  Dana,  of  Ithaca,  another  grandson,  has  for  several  terms,  repre- 
Meted  the  district  in  which  he  residea  in  CopgWM,  and  his  able  report  at  the 
session  of  1843-4,  on  the  radeotioe  of  poitegei  wee  aiwemiaUy  iiHininaiitel  ia 
Meeting  the  late  reform. 

Let  those  who  have  no  taste  for  such  details  turn  from  them.  I  own  the  plea- 
man  it  giveame  to  trace  up  from  the  daik  aodbleody  sceneaof  TS^  fcmilieeM  IIm 
4M  aefiMafBy  riaing  inte  joyooa  ligfat,  independeMe  Md  bonoor. 


NO.  XXIIL 

THE  JAMESON  FAMILY. 

TifK  Jameson  family,  second  to  none  in  respectability,  services  or  sufTeringi, 
were  among  the  early  inhabitants  of  Wyoming,  having  emigrated  hither  in  1776, 
from  Volimtowa,  Conneolieet  Robait  Jameson,  the  firiber,  waa  bora  in  1714, 
and  IheMlbsa  M  whM  he  airived  ie  the  Talley;  bat  he  brought  with  him  a  number 
©f  ionf,  m^n  f?rown,  or  just  enterin?  npon  the  f»taire  of  action.  Robert,  William, 
J(4ui,  Alexander  and  Joseph.  He  had  one  daughter  who  married  Eltiha  Harvey. 
A  daiightor  of  tbeiia  was  married  to  the  Rev.  George  Lane  so  long  known  and 
bahnrtri  in  Wyoming.  Her  husband  was  taken  priioser  by  the  ravages  and  kepi 
along  time  in  Canadn  Robert  and  William  were  in  Capt.  M'Karachan'B  cnm- 
Daay  in  the  battle,  iiobert  fell  and  Wihiam  had  the  lock  of  his  srun  shot  away. 
Mteaaa^.  The  mordor  of  William,  near  Cateytewn  in  tbe  fidi  of  1778;  and 
of  Jelm,  in  1782,  near  the  Hanover  mealing  hnnnr,  we  have  recorded  in  the  body 
of  onr  work.  Thus,  of  hit*  five  sons,  three  fell  victims  to  the  merciless  Indinn^  ; 
and  the  son-in-law  was  a  admire  in  their  hands.  Verily  this  was  drinking  deep 
of  the  cup  of  woe.  John  Jameien,  the  last  one  slain,  bed  matried  a  dau|^ter  of 
liqor  PAioe  AkUa»  and  toft  two  efatldM  a  aoB  and  n  dMfh^ 
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child  was  born  shortly  after  his  decease,  and  married  Elder  Pearce^  adistin^ished 
minister  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Polly  was  married  to  Jonatbaa 
Hunlock;  and  Samuel,  the  eldest  child,  resided  at  the  orisinal  farm  in  Hajiover, 
where  he  recently  died,  having  sustained  the  character  of  an  upright  and  amiable 
man ;  for  several  of  the  last  years  of  his  life,  he  was  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  The  two  other  sons  of  the  old  gentleman  have  resided  on  their  beaotifnl 
plantation  in  Salem,  adjoining  that  of  N.  Beach  Esq.,  having  at  their  command, 
and  hospitably  enjoying  all  the  good  things,  that  could  make  life  pass  a^rreeabiy. 
Joseph,  one  of  the  pleasantest  and  most  intelligent  men  of  our  early  acquaint- 
ance, chose  to  live  a  bachelor,  the  more  unaccountable,  as  his  pleasing  manners, 
cheerful  disposition,  and  inexhaustible  fund  of  anecdote,  rendered  him  every- 
where an  agreeable  companion.  Alexander  was  for  a  great  number  of  years  an 
approved  magistrate.  He  was  and  is  a  man  of  active  business  habits.  These  united 
with  a  sound  judgment  led  him  to  the  accumiilation  of  wealth  to  his  heart's  con- 
tent. Both  these  brothers,  besides  the  deep,  deep  sufferings  of  their  family,  were 
themselves  participators  in  the  active  scenes  of  the  war  and  endured  hardships 
that  the  present  inhabitants  can  form  no  true  conception  of.  Their  motlier** 
maiden  name  was  Dixon,  of  the  family  from  wliich  the  Hon.  Mr.  Dixon,  recent 
Senator  in  Congress  from  Rhode  Island,  was  descended.  Their  father  died  ia 
1786,  ^ed  72.  Though  far  advanced  in  the  vale  of  years,  we  cannot  but  express 
the  hope  that  their  lives  may  be  prolonged  to  enjoy  the  blessings  won  by  their 
worthy  labours^  and  the  unsurpassed  services  and  sufferings  of  their  patriotic  (ajnily. 


NO.  XXIV. 
THE   PERKINS'  FAMILY. 

Among  the  instances  of  Indian  barbarity,  the  murder  of  Mr.  John  Perkins  has 
been  narrated.  He  was  from  Plainfield,  Windham  county.  On  the  enlij^traenl 
of  the  two  independent  companies,  his  eldest  son,  then  an  active  young  man,  of 
about  twenty,  enrolled  his  name  in  the  list,  and  marched  to  camp  under  Ransom. 
Hence  the  family  were  objects  of  especial  hatred  to  the  enemy.  Aaron  Perkins 
continued  in  the  army,  to  the  close  of  the  war,  having  given  his  best  days  to  the 
service  of  his  country.  David  Perkins,  the  next  brother,  took  charge  of  the  family, 
and  by  great  prudence  and  industry,  kept  them  together,  and  not  only  preserved 
the  plantation,  but  improved  and  enlarged  it,  so  that  now  it  is  among  the  moiA 
valuable  in  Kingston.  For  a  great  number  of  years,  Mr.  Perkins  executed  tlie 
duties  of  a  magistrate  to  the  general  acceptance.  A  son  of  his  held  the  com- 
mission of  major  in  the  United  States  army,  and  is  still  in  the  service.  Numbers 
of  his  chihlren  are  well  married,  and  settled  around  him,  or  not  far  distant  The 
late  Mrs.  James  Hancock,  whose  amiable  character  endeared  her  to  all  who  had 
the  pleasure  of  her  acquaintance,  was  the  daughter  of  David  Perkins.  The  beau- 
tiful farm  of  Mr.  Hancock  embracing  more  than  100  acres  of  rich  alluvial  land, 
contains  thejower  part  of  the  ancient  Indian  fort,  the  upper  part,  running  into  the 
no  less  valuable  plantation  of  Mr.  John  Searle,  whose  grandfather  fell  in  the 
battle.  So  that  the  children,  descendants  of  both  those  ancient  sufferers  by  savage 
barbarity,  now  disport  in  |>eaceful  triumph  on  the  mined  palace  of  those  haughty 
and  cruel  warriors,  by  whose  hands  their  forefathers  fell. 

David  Perkins,  Esq.,  still  lives,  in  the  enjoyment  of  fineliealth,  and  an  easy  for- 
tune. Aaron,  the  old  soldier,  one  of  the  extreme  remnant  of  Ransom  and  Durkee's 
men,  broken  with  age  and  toil,  you  may  yet  see,  slowly  pacing  his  brother's  porch, 
or  in  a  summer  day  taking  his  walk  along  those  beautiful  plains.  If  not  enjoyinff 
much  positive  pleasure,  he  yet  seems  to  suffer  no  pain.  Linger  yel.  atred  veteran! 
Ye  winds  blow  kindly  on  him  I  Beam  mildly  on  his  path,  thou  radiant  sun,  thai 
saw  his  father  slaughtered !  and  must  have  witnessed  the  ^lant  soldier  in  mmny 
a  noble  conflict.  Plenty  surrounds  him.  Peace  to  his  declining  years!  As  a 
most  interesting  memorial  of  the  past  we  love  to  look  upon  you ! 
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Ja»t)ce  prompts  me  to  say  that  the  family  of  Perkins  staodft  among  the  foremost 
the  tile  of  pathetic  services  aud  deep  suiferingSj  aad  is  entitled  to  gratitade  and 


NO.  3qnr. 

DR.   WILLIAM  HOOK£R  SMITH. 

The  name  of  this  ^tlenian  is  ieTenS  thnea  montioned  in  our  anntis;  bat  it 
•eetns  proper 'n  a  line  or  t-^vn  respectinjr  him.  He  filled  a  lar^rn  space  la 
public  estimation  at  Wyoming;,  lor  nearly  half  a  centnry.  A  man  of  great  naga- 
city  aud  tact  as  well  as  of  an  excellent  education,  his  influence  was  extenfiively 
felt  and  acknowledged.  For  many  years  he  held  the  first  rank  as  a  physician^ 
and  from  tbr  nnnifrous  cures  perfornieil,  the  old  people  thought  him  unecjualod. 
The  extraordmary  cases  of  the  recovery  of  Follet  and  Hn^raman,  excited  woii<lt  r: 
but  he  was  modest,  and  candid  enough  to  say,  that  no  human  means  could  have 
availed,  beyond  the  exlubition  of  a  diet  at  once  cool,  nourishing  and  ea/ty  of  diges- 
tion, the  patient  being  kept  cheerful  and  quiet — Nature  wa?  the  grr  .a  pliV'^ician  and 
made  the  cure.  The  truth  seems  to  hnve  been,  that  to  great  t*kill  in  his  pro- 
fession, he  united  a  liXjj^e  share  of  that  capital  ingredient— >good  counuon  sense. 

Both  the  patriotic  spirit  and  aciiTi^  of  i)r.  Smith  are  shown  by  the  fact  that, 
while  he  was  relied  on  as  chief  medical  attendant,  by  the  settlement,  he  yet  ac- 
cepted, and  exercised  the  po-^t  of  captain,  commanding  in  Wilkesbarre.  the  "  old 
reiormadoes,''  as  tlie  aged  men  were  called,  who  associated  to  guard  the  fort. 
Subsequently  when  namerons  troops  were  stationed  at  Wyoming,  Dr.  Smith  was 
Rtill  the  principal  physician.  After  the  war  his  enterprise  led  him  to  the  estab* 
lishment  of  mills,  at  the  old  forge  place,  Pittston,  where  in  1«00  he  resided. 

A  daughter  married  Mr.  Isaac  O^terhout,  and  after  his  decease,  Fisher  Gay,  F<«q., 
of  Kingston.*  Besides  fhe  daughter  named,  Dr.  Smith  had  a  numerous  family. 
"William  Smith,  a  third  son,  is  now  (1845)  living  in  Windham,  Wyoming  county, 
at  the  a^lvanced  age  of  85  years,  A  daughter,  Samh,  wa?  married  to  Tames 
Sutton,  of  Kxeter.  She  died  in  1834,  aged  about  80  years.  (Gen.  Roi^,  when  the 
writer  began  to  coUeot  materials  tbr  this  work,  frequently  expressed  nmtatthe 
departure  of  Mrs.  Sutton,  whom  he  represented  as  having  a  more  perfect  know* 
Ie<ige  of  Wyoming  history  than  any  person  he  ever  knew.)  Hut  there  wa«  ano- 
ther daughter,  who  was  married  to  Dr.  Samuel  Gustin,  (whose  name  will  be 
Ibond  appended  as  a  witness  to  the  capitulation  of  Forty  Fort.)  Dr.  Gustin  re- 
moved to  the  west,  and  an  oidy  daughter  of  theirs,  who  was  in  the  fort  at  the  time 
of  its  surrender,  married  \ho  Rev.  Mr.  Snowden,  father  of  Jnmp==  Koss  Snowden, 
Esq.  The  heart  leaps  more  quickly,  and  the  life  current  flows  more  kindly,  at 
the  mention  of  his  name,  when  we  recollaet  tfiat  the  late  honoured  Speaker  or  ibB 
House  of  Representatives,  and  present  IVeasnrer  of  the  State,  is  the  descendant 

of  one  of  the  Wyoming  sufferers. 

A  daughter,  Alary,  married  Mr.  Baker,  of  New  York  city;  Elizabeth  married 
Mr.  Bailey,  who  died  in  the  lake  country.  Two  sons,  John  and  James,  rended 
and  died  m  the  State  of  New  York. 

Dr.  Smith  Vi  1  ]i\  the  township  of  Tunkhamiock,  July  17th,  1615,aged91yearSy 
having  been  bom  m  1724. 

His  heirs  received  from  Congress,  in  1838,  an  appropriation  of$2400aspay  for 
acting  surgeon  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  For  many  of  these  inteiesling  fiicts  we 
are  indebted  to  rh*^  polite  attention  of  Isaac  S.  Qsterhout,  K.<q.,  grandson  <}(  the 
deceaseil  patriot,  i  lie  ijrrant  was  just  in  itself,  due  to  the  perviees.  and  honourable 
to  tlie  niemury  of  Dr.  Smith.   A  very  few  instances  of  the  kind  hare  occurred. 

•  Mr  Civ  rr-Rirlp^  near  the  mommr'nt,  whirh  built  on  hi*  plantntion,  nni!  5t  it  proper 
to  recurd,  to  bonoori  that  h«  moit  iiberaii^  prcsetiteil  the  grouod  on  which  the  iUructttr« 
Is  SiSSlSj, 
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AwmAv  of  cases  slUl  raratttn  peHsotly  clear,  Md  of  iBpenoasollipliaB.vlMk 

Congress  would  not  n-fu'^c  to  provide  for,  if  tM ffBilllM  oC  bSMBtit  WOnld. lllaV 

them  leisure  to  hear  and  uaderslaad  them. 


NO.  xxyi. 

THE  8EARLE  FAMILY. 

 "In  reply  to  vonr  qnf^stion,  I  sail]  thnt  Mr.  Stephen  Abboft  married  a  Searie: 

Abigail,  daughter  of  William  Searie,  who  was  the  son  of  Con^iiaut  v>earle.  The 
]aM  narded,  (Mrs.  Abbott's  grandfiidieT.)  was  ia  the  battle.  He  was  a  mm  aft 
Tauoed  in  age,  havlnn^  -everal  sons  ana  daughlen  mairiedf  and  being  tho  gnad- 
fildier  of  a  number  ol  children." 

"What!  old  men  I  grandfadiers!  were  moli  obliged  to  go  out?" 

"  They  were;  the  al)le-lx)died  men,  fit  for  war,  b^ing  marched  awaj,  orettted 
the  direful  necei»sity  which  drew  to  the  bettie-tield  old  and  young.  Mr.  Searie 
was  tliere,  and  a  son  ol  hia,  Roger  Searie.  quite  a  young  man;  his  son-in-law, 
Capt.  Deathie  Hewett,  commanded  the  tnini  company  raised  at  Wyomhi^,  bjr 
or(fer  of  Congrcse,  a  very  short  time  before  thp  invasion.  So  there  were  three  of 
the  family  in  the  engagement;  and  the  fourth,  (William  Searie,)  would  also  have 
been  there,  but  was  at  the  time  confined  to  the  house  by  a  wound  reoeiTed  from 
a  riflo-Bhot  while  on  a  scouting  party  a  few  days  previous  to  the  balde. 

How  unsuitable  it  was  that  a  man  likn  olfi  Mr.  Searie  should  no  out,  will  further 
appear  from  the  fact  that  he  wore  a  yxis,  as  was  not  unusual  with  aged  mea  in 
Ibose  days.  The  bloody  aavagen,  in  their  riotoms  ioy,  after  their  ▼ictory,  mida 
tfiia  appendage  the  source  of  great  merriment  A  prisoner  (adopted,  I  have 
reason  to  tliink,  after  the  Indian  fashion^,  was  painted  and  permitted  to  go  down 
from  Wintermoot's  to  Forty  Fort,  to  take  leave  of  his  mother,  under  a  guard. 
When  near  the  brook  that  runs  by  Col.  Denison's  he  saw  a  group  of  saragee  m 
high  glee.  On  coming  near  he  beheld  an  Indian  on  a  colt,  with  a  rope  for  a 
bndle,  having  on  his  head,  hind  side  before,  the  wig  of  Mr.  Searie.  The  cott 
would  not  go;  and  one  of  fte  wraiofaM  pcieked  him  widihia  mar— ha  ipiav 
suddenly,  the  Indian  feU  on  one  aide,  ibo  wig  on  tlio  other,  and  luo  damODa  laiaad 
a  yell  of  delight. 

**  Mr.  Searie,  before  he  went  out  to  battle,  took  oil  a  pair  of  silver  knee  buctl^ 
whidi  he  wore — gave  them  to  his  ftunily,  saying,  they  mi|^  impede  his  moT^ 
merits; — if  hp  fpll,  he  shonl  1  not  nep^d,  and  if  he  rptnrned,  he  could  ge*.  th*^m. 
There  was  evidently  a  strong  presentiment  on  lus  mmd — '  I  go  to  return  no  more.' 

**  The  first  ineldeot  I  find  myself  relnctant  to  ralate->it  appeara  liko  awalaniat 
light  thoughts,  in  the  midst  of  anguish,  sorrow,  and  despair;  but  it  seems  proper 
that  those  things  should  be  sot  forth,  which  make  deep  impressions  of  material 
facts;  and  1  deem  it  a  very  importunt  rnaUfr,  m  considering  the  battle,  the  defeat, 
and  the  present  Claim  of  our  people — ^to  »how  that  oU  mm,  for  tear,  by  tha 
necessity  of  the  case,  were  forced  into  the  fu  ld  again-^t  train  nd,  yor/liful  and  ei- 
pert  warriors.  The  very  young  also  were  there.  Hcger  Searie,  the  son  of  Con- 
stant, a  young  man  of  18  or  19,  stood  by  the  side  of  Wm.  Buck,  aladof  14— they 
foogbt  together,  Buck  fell,  and  Searie  escaped. 

"  Wm.  Searie,  Mrs.  Abbott's  iather,  wont  out  through  the  wildemees  with  the 
fiunily,  having  twelve  women  and  children  under  his  care.  I  have  seen  a  mo- 
norandnm  kept  by  him.  It  runs  thus: 

"  '  Battle  of  We.stmoreland  July  S,  1778, 
<  Capitulation  ye  4ih. 

« <  Prisoners  obtained  liberty  to  leare  the  settlement  yo  7th.' 

"It  proceeds  to  tha  S6lby  whan  thayamyad  at  their  faaaerraiddaBfaiaf^liMiiBg 
ton,  Connecticut. 

li  Oa  the  13th  they  got  to  Fort  Peon  oa  the  DelawarOi  and  here  they  receiTed 


from  Col.  Stroud,  a  pass  and  recommeiidatuiii,  AMpjr  ofivUek  may  not  be  nnae* 
•spteble  as  a  memorial  of  old  times: 

** '  Permit  the  bearers,  Serjf.  Wm.  Skari.f  with  twelve  women  and  children,  m. 
company  with  him  to  pass  unmolested  to  some  part  of  the  state  of  Connecticut, 
where  they  may  be  able  by  their  industry,  to  obtain  an  honest  living,  the\'  being 
part  of  the  unhappy  people,  drove  off  from  Wyoming  by  the  TofMa  and  Indians, 
aru!  are  truly  stripped  and  ctistres&ed  anrl  their  circumstances  call  for  the  charity 
ol  all  Christiari  people  ;  and  are  especially  recommended  by  me  to  all  ppr?«nns  in 
autiiority,  civil  and  military,  and  to  all  coiitineutal  otficers  and  CQmmi»f'urie6,  to 
mmB  pfOfiakNia  aid  olhei  necawaiios  for  their  reliof  on  the  raid. 

*  Given  mder  my  hand  at  Fort  Penn. 
"  '  Jiilv  14,  1778.  Jacob  Stroud,  Col.'" 

Four  ol  thu  name,  to  wit,  Roger,  William,  Constant,  and  Miner  Searle,  were 
iMtf-five  yeaiB  ego  among  the  most  intelligent  and  infloential  oidzeAS  upcm  tlin 
Lackawana;  but  Uiey  all  departed  in  mid>life.  Constant,  who  was  in  the  battle, 
died  at  Providence  An^.  4,  1804,  aged  45  years  Their  descendants  retain,  or 
possess,  several  ot  the  mo^  valuable  farms  in  old  Westmoreland,  while  one 
at  leeeiy  wheoi  we  eonld  namei  tnm  a  female  bmooh  of  the  fiuDilji  is  winning 
liiiwny  lodiiiinstieniAaneidiMMaandlioomiiible  prafeision. 


NO.  XXVII. 

THE  GORE  FAMILY. 

Hating  siven  you  a  sketch  of  the  Bidlack  family,  it  eecms  proper  to  speak  o£ 
his  lady,  Mrs.  Bidlacil,  whoso  father  and  brothers  were  among  the  mobi  con* 
apiooous  actore  in  the  eventful  scenes  that  occuned  at  Wyoming.  Her  maiden 
name  was  Gore,  daughter  of  Obadiah  Gore,  Esq.j  she  was  thi^  -ister  of  ilie  late 
Obadiah  Gore,  who  wr<  for  many  years  an  associate  judge  ol  the  court  in  Luzerne 
county.  Norwich,  in  ihe  Siale  of  Connecitcut,  was  the  place  of  her  birth.  Mrs. 
Bidlaok  ia  now  ( 1838)  80  years  of  age  but  she  moves  abonl  the  house,  look  ing  to 
her  domestic  concerns  witli  the  ease  and  attention  of  a  woman  of  forty.  In  ex- 
cellent health — with  a  cheerful  flow  of  spirit-,  her  mnul  stronu  atu!  memory 
dear— -to  the  uu^uirer  after  facts  in  relalioa  lu  liiu  early  hiaiury  oi  W  youiiu^,  ahe 
ie  at  once  a  pleasmg  and  valuable  inetnicKMr. 

Of  course  she  must  have  been  aboot  SO  yeamoldatthetimeof  thebatUe.  lliat 
day  she  wa*  in  P'orty  Fort. 

.  Few  things  have  affected  me  more  deeply,  m  answer  to  my  inquiries  into  the 
•venta  that  ooenrred  in  Wyoming  during  the  war,  than  the  wot  oc  the  devoliotty 
heart  and  soul,  of  the  people  here  to  the  causes  of  liberty  and  their  country.  I  in* 
trodm-e  this  remark  in  no  idle  or  half-meaning  spirit;  but  asatruth  jnsily  redound- 
ing lo  their  patriotism  and  honour,  it  did  not  bcem  an  unwilling  service— (1m 
duty  performed  did  not  appear  to  be  a  grudging  compUanoe  with  the  call  of  laiw. 
Fa  jillii  t)  <^  half  a  dozen  did  noC  send  oat  one  of  their  number  to  defend  the  cause 
offree  iom,  wliile  the  otiier  five  remained  at  home  to  plant,  to  build,  to  trade,  01 
to  make  money.  The  new  married  man  leA  his  bride  without  clainatig  the  fait 
•soeption  of  tbe  Jewiih  law.  The  fuher,^  whose  tint  bom  amiled  a  perauaaivin 
lequest  to  stay,  left  the  eiadle  side,  and  ma  dependent  infant,  with  its  mother^^ 
blessing  and  ronscnt.  given  through  tears,  and  he  ranged  himself  in  the  ranks  for 
bsMie.  Take  the  instance  of  the  Gore  iiunily :  The  old  gentleman  was  one  of 
the  aged  men  left  in  Forty  Fort,  Ibr  its  delcnioe,  while  onr  array  nuuohed  out  t^ 
meet  the  enemy.  He  was  a  magristrate  under  the  laws  of  Connecticut  I  have 
seen  his  commission^  'ifrnH  in  April,  1778,  by  John  TruwbttU,  then  ^overaor 
of  (hat  state.  His  eldest  sou  Obadiah.  was  a  lieutenant  in  (he  regular  servioe, 
at  that  time  under  the  oommand  of  Capt  Weianer,  and  was  on  the  lines  balbro 
IfewYork.  BntinthelildebandthatmaiefaedfMfhcfttheldof  My,  wnieluf 
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sons  Samuel  Gore,  Daniel  Gore,  Silas  Gore,  George  Gore,  Asa  Gore.  The 
father  in  the  fort ;  and  five  sons  marching  out  to  the  conflict !  nor  was  thi^  alL 
John  Murfee,  who  married  a  daughter  of  Mr.  Gore,  (the  sister  of  those  tiTc 
brothers,)  was  also  in  the  ranks;  and  Timolliy  Pearce,  another  brother-in-law. 
liaving  ridden  all  night,  came  in,  and  joined  our  army  in  the  battle  field.  Thv 
there  were  seven  in  the  battle,  while  an  eighth  was  in  service  with  a  regular 
army  :  and  it  proved  a  most  bloody  and  disastrous  day  to  the  family.  At  sun  set- 
ting, nve  of  the  seven  were  on  the  field  mangled  corpses.  Asa  and  Silas  were 
ensigns,  and  were  slaiu — George  was  slain,  Murfee  was  slain.  Timothy  Pearoe 
held  a  commi.«sion  in  the  regular  army,  but  had  hurried  in.  He  also  was  killed. 
Lieut.  Daniel  Gore  was  near  the  right  wing,  and  stootl  a  few  rods  below  Winter- 
moot's  Fort,  close  to  the  old  roatl  that  led  up  through  the  valley.  Stepping  into 
the  roaxl,  a  oall  struck  him  in  the  arm :  tearing  it  from  his  shirt  he  applied  a  hasty 
bandage.  Just  at  that  moment  Capt  Durkee  stepped  into  the  road  at  the  same 
place.  Look  out said  Mr.  Gore ;  there  are  some  of  the  savages  conoeaiflil 
under  yonder  heap  of  logs.''  At  that  instant  a  bullet  struck  Capt.  Durkee  in  the 
thigh.  When  retreat  became  inevitable,  Mr.  Gore  endeavoured  to  assist  Capt 
Durkee  from  the  lieKl,  but  found  it  impossible ;  and  Durkee  said,  "  Save  youreell. 
Mr.  Gore — my  fate  is  sealed.  '  Lieut.  Gore  then  escaped  down  the  road,  aad 
leaping  the  fence  about  a  mile  below,  lay  couched  close  under  a  bunch  of  bushes. 
While  tliere,  an  Indian  got  over  the  fence  and  stood  near  him.  Mr.  G.  said  he 
could  see  the  white  of  his  eye,  and  was  almost  sure  he  was  discovered.  A  mo- 
ment after,  a  yell  was  raised  on  the  flats  below,  the  Indian  drew  up  his  rifle  and 
fired,  and  instantly  ran  off  in  tliat  direction.  Though  the  wave  of  death  seeme«l 
to  have  passed  over  and  spent  itself,  yet  Lieut.  Gore  remained  under  cover  till 
dusk,  when  he  heard  voices  in  the  ro;id  near  him.  One  said  to  the  other.  It 
has  been  a  hard  day  for  the  Yankees."  "  Yes,"  replied  the  other  there  has 
been  blood  enough  shed."  He  thought  one  was  Col.  John  Butler,  but  could  not 
eay  for  certain.  Af\er  dark  Mr.  G.  found  his  way  to  the  fort,  and  met  his  brother 
Samuel,  the  only  survivors  of  the  seven.  The  distress  of  Mrs.  Murfee  was  very 
great.  She  feared  her  husband  liail  been  tortured.  When  she  learned  he  fell  on 
the  field,  she  was  less  distressed;  and  begging  her  way,  among  tlie  rest  of  the 
fugitives,  traversed  the  wilderness  and  sought  a  home  in  the  state  from  which 
she  had  emii^rated,  having  an  infant  born  a  lew  days  after  her  arrival  among 
her  former  fnend^. 

"  What  you  tell  mo  of  a  whole  family  going  out  to  battle,  strikes  me  with  sur- 
prise. W'hy  did  not  each  family  furnish  one  for  the  ranks,  leaving  the  others  to 
remain  at  home  ?  ' 

"Ah!  from  that  question,  it  is  evident,  ray  friend,  yon  do  not  yet  fully  comprehend 
the  situation  of  the  settlement.  The  men  of  war — those  fit  for  the  arduous  duties 
of  the  battle  field — hatl  almost  all  been  drawn  away  from  Wyoming  to  Washing- 
ton's army.  Left  destitute  of  their  natural  defenders,  when  the  enemy  rarae,  there 
was  no  choice — all  who  could  bear  arms  were  obliffed  to  go.  Thus  whole  fami- 
lies were  in  the  action.  And  yet  the  numlx^rs  were  too  few,  and  the  destruction 
was  mounifully  e.vcessive.  Have  you  a  broiiier  that  you  love"?  Can  you  cv>n- 
ceive  a  father's  affection  for  his  sons?  What  must  have  been  the  feelings  of  Mrs.. 
G. — what  the  agonizing  sorrow  of  the  father,  when  the  tidings  came  that  three  of 
his  sons  had  fallen,  and  that  two  of  his  daughters  had  become  widows!  No 
tongue  can  tell — no  pencil  can  paint — the  sorrows  and  the  sufferings  of  poor 
VN^yoming;  and  all  undoubtedly  occasioned  by  drawing  away  the  men  rai«ed 
here  for  iu*  special  defence. 

The  mother  of  the  Gore  family  survived  to  see  her  remaining  children  hisrhir 

Erosperous.  Bom  in  1720,  she  lived  until  1804,  when  she  died  at  the  house  of 
er  son  in  Sheshequin,  aged  84  years. 

**  If  mitrortune  cornea,  ihc  brings  along 
The  brarept  Tirtnea.    And  so  many  great 
Illustrioaa  spiribi  have  conTersed  with  woe — 
Have  in  her  school  been  taught — as  are  enough 
To  consecrate  distress,  and  make  ambition 
£v'a  wish  the  frown  beyond  the  smile  of  fortuae." 


i 

li  .  NO.  XXVlii. 

I  .  MftS.  YOUNG. 

The  pi^pers  have  already  mentioned  the  decease  of  Mrs.  Voung.    BtU  the 
\  pubyUc  expect,  and  it  wmsm  fitting,  that  a  more  extended  notice  should  be  given 
r  of  one  ao  aged,  and  whose  life  was  maiked  by  ao  many  vieinritiidM.  Her  maldeii 
name  was  Phebe  !V)\  ner.    \lr\-  Hither  was  a  Huguenot,  ^vho  m-h'?  rnmppllcd  to 
leave  France  and  come  to  this  country,  in  consequence  ol  persecutiou  tor  reli- 
i   ffiona  opinkms.   An  active  and  intelligent  man,  he  was  a  commissary  in  the  old 
I   V'Maekwar.  Hie  naim  of  her  rootlwrwa»  F.unice  ChapmaD,  a  native  of  CoU 
;    Chester.  Cnnn..  but  married  to  Mr.  Fovnrr  at  Sharon,  Ninepartnere,  New  York — ■ 
where  the  subject  ot  this  notice  was  born,  in  1750.    Her  father  died  of  small  pox 
at  Aibaxiv ;  and  her  mother  married  Dr.  Joseph  Sprague,  a  widower,  who  liad 
•ororai  children  by  his  first  wife.  Thm  tmited  ftmiliee  letnoTad  to  Wyomiog  in 
1770 — Mrs.  Young  being  then,  of  conr^r,  20  years  old. 

This  may  be  re<?arded  as  the  dats'  o)  permanent  settlements  at  Wyoming,  75 
yeurs  ago.    What  a  change  from  Uiat  day  to  this?    What  scenes  of  joy  and  woe 
•Mh«of  lope,  pleaeiue  and  sorrow,  hm  marked  ^oae  yeaia!  There  were  only 
five  white  women  in  Wilkesbarre  township  when  she  arrived;  Mrs.  M'Clure, 
wife  of  James  M'Clure;  Mrs.  Sill,  wife  of  .Tabez  8ill ;  Mrs.  Bciniett,  gmrtdmother 
of  iwuius  Bennett,  the  brave  old  soldier,  who  wa^  in  the  battle,  and  t>tiii  burvivcs: 
oaoUier  of  the  same  name,  wife  of  ThomM  Bennett,  mo^er  of  Mn.  Myei^  Hill 
livinsr,  who  gives  so  interesting'  an  account  of  the  entry  of  the  Indians  into  Forty 
Fort,  and  a  Mrs.  Hickmnn     -At  Mil!  Orrk.  jtipt  above  the  larg»*  merchant  mills 
of  Mr.  Hoiienback.  a  iort  waa  erected— Kjoutaiuing,  perhaps,  an  acre.    A  ditch 
waa  dag  aroond  the  awn  logs,  IS  or  14  feet  high,  split,  were  ploeed  pevpon- 
dicularly  in  double  rows,  to  break  joints,  so  as  to  enclose  it.   Loop>holes  to  iire 
through  with  mnsketry  were  provided.    71iere  was  one  cannon  in  th**  fort,  the 
only  one  in  the  setUement,  until  Sullivan  »  exoedition  in '79^  but  u  waa  uae- 
leaa,  exoept  an  an  ahtnn  gun,  having  no  boll.   Within  this  enelomia  the  whole 
eottlement  was  congregated :  the  men,  generally  armed,  going  out  to  their  farms 
to  work  dnring  the  day.  ana  returning  at  niirht.    The  town  plot  of  the  borough 
had  been  laid  out,  but  not  a  house  built.   It  was  a  sterile  plain,  covered  with 
pitch  pine  and  serob  oak.  Mr.  John  Abbott  (who  fell  by  the  hande  of  the  aarages, 
the  lather  of  Mr  Stephen  Abbott  of  Jacob's  Plains)  put  up  the  first  house,  on  the 
southwest  comer  of  Main  and  Northampton  streets.    Mr.,  afterwards  Coi.  Dm? 
son,  and  Miss  8iU,  were  the  hrst  couple  married  at  Wilkesbarre.  The  wedding 
look  plaeo  tt  a  how  where  the  laio  CoL  Wolb'  boose  stands.  Mm.  M'Chno 
gave  birth  to  the  seeoad  child  bom  hoio-  a  son.  Bat  let  us  look  in  upon  then. 
Th»'  hoM-^f  s,  store  and  sheds  were  placed  aronnti  against  the  wall  of  timbeiB. 
Matthias  Hoiienback,  then  about  20,  lull  of  liie  and  enterprise,  had  just  come  up 
the  rirer  with  a  boat  load  of  goods,  and  opened  a  store  of  various  articles  exceed- 
ingly needed. — On  the  lefi  was  the  hoose  of  Capt.  Z.  Butler.   Next  on  ^  ri|^t 
^v•J^  fhr  building  of  Dr.  Sprague,  the  physician  of  thf     tiloinprtf.        who  kept 
a  boardiug-house.    Here  Mr.  Hoiienback  and  Mr.  Deai^oii  had  tiieir  quarters. 
Capt  Rezin  Gear,  who  fell  in  the  batde,  waa  here. — For  bread  they  used  pounded 
corn :  mills  thova  were  nime;  nor  a  table,  nor  a  chair,  nor  a  bedtiead,  except  the 
ru(i  '  luamtfactnre  of  the  hour.    Dr.  P.  would  take  hi>  hnrfC;  with  as  much  wheat 
UA  he  could  carry,  and  go  out  to  the  Delaware  to  get  it  ground.    A  bridle  oath 
was  the  only  road,  and  70  or  80  miles  to  mill  was  no  trifling  distance.  The  nour 
was  kmit  for  eakes,  and  to  be  used  only  on  extraordinary  oooasions.  But  veni- 
son and  shad  were  in  nbundanco.  All  wofo  elalo  with  lMp0|  and  the  people  for 
a  time  were  never  happier. 

But  »tckueti«  come.   Zebulon,  a  son  of  Capt.  BuUer,  died — two  daughters  of 
lha  EsY.  Mr.  Johnson ;  two  men,  Per^griaa  Gvdiner  and  Thomaa  Bohiaaon ;  than 
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Lazarus  Young,  a  brother  of  Mrs.  Young's  husband,  was  drowned  in  bringing  up 
mill  irons.  Soon  after,  Capt.  Butler  and  Mr.  Young,  her  husband,  were  taken  by 
the  Pennymites  and  carried  to  Philadelphia,  where  they  were  bailed  by  frieixu 
and  permiiled  to  return. 
At  this  time  the  Indians  were  numerous  around  the  settlement;  some  of  them, 
I  belonging  to  the  Moravian  society,  very  orderly.  Among  them  were  Captain  Job 
Gilliway  and  his  wife  Comfort.  She  could  sew  and  do  the  work  of  white  people. 
Black  Henry  and  John  Lystrom  were  also  of  the  number;  thoM  were  friendly 
and  good  neighbours.  But  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  all  left  the  country, 
went  up  the  river  and  joined  the  Six  Nations,  to  whom  they  were  in  a  stale  of 
vassalage. 

About  two  years  the  people  made  their  head  quarters  at  the  fort;  then,  be- 
coming numerous,  and  feeling  secure,  scattered  over  the  valley. 

Dr.  Sprague  died  in  Virginia.  A  son  of  his  fell  in  the  battle.  Mn».  Young's 
husband  was  up  at  the  Narrows  with  Colonel  Butler  on  the  Ist  of  July,  and  was 
in  the  battle  on  the  3d,  but  escaped.— Mrs.  Young  was  at  her  hoo^e  in  Han- 
over, where  also  were  the  wife  of  Col.  Denison  and  her  two  children,  (Col.  I^aza- 
rus  Denison  and  Betsey,  the  late  Mrs.  Shoemaker).  These  three,  wiih  Mr«. 
Fitch,  wife  of  Sheriff  Jonathan  Fitch,  Mrs.  Young  and  two  children,  making 
seven,  took  a  canoe,  managed  by  Levi  Vincent,  on  hearing  the  dreatlful  issue 
and  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  and  pushed  off  into  the  river,  without  provisions, 
to  seek  safety  from  the  murderous  tomahawk.  Meeting  a  boat  coming  up  with 
stores  for  Cant.  Spalding's  company,  the  sufferings  of  hunger  were  relieved,  and 
the  distressea  fugitives,  not  knowing  the  fate  of  their  friends,  after  a  danjjprous 
navigation  of  120  miles,  landed  near  Harrisburg,  where  they  were  hospitably 
received  and  kindly  treated.  Here  they  remained  until  Sullivan's  army  came  to 
Wyoming  and  rendered  it  safe  to  return. 

But  we  are  occupying  too  much  space.  As  Mrs.  Young  was  the  last  surrivor 
of  those  who  occupied  the  fort  at  Mill  Creek,  we  thought  her  recollections  of 
those  early  scenes  might  not  be  inappropriate  here  in  conveying  information  of 
bygone  days — the  enterprise,  the  toil  and  the  sufferings  of  the  pioneers  in  settling 
this  charming  valley. 

Mrs.  Young  was  slender  and  extremely  delicately  formed.  Intelligent,  ob- 
serving, with  a  retentive  memory,  great  sprightliness  and  vivacity,  and  remark- 
ably cheerful,  it  was  delightful  to  visit  her.  Young  and  old,  for  many  years, 
seemed  to  take  special  pleasure  in  calling  and  chatting  an  hour.  Of  old  times 
her  memory  was  a  full  and  perfect  record.  For  several  years  she  had  been 
blind,  and  being  feeble  from  great  age,  had  been  for  a  long  time  confined  to  the 
house.  Vet  a  murmur  or  complaint  never  escaped  her  lips.  Professing  the 
Christian  religion,  being  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  reposing  on 
the  merits  of  a  Saviour,  her  faith  was  perfect ;  and  hence,  in  a  great  measnre, 
that  cheerfulness  and  resignation  which  rendered  the  advanced  hours  of  life  so 
serene,  and  her  society  so  uniformly  pleasant.  Her  mortal  remains  were  gathered 
to  her  parent  earth  at  the  good  old  age  of  89.    She  strongly  felt,  that 

"On  a  throne  of  love,  where  never 

Weeping  mincry  pleads  in  rain, 
Mercy  siti  and  imiles  for  erer, 

Soothing  grief  and  healing  pain.'* 

And  with  triumph  may  have  said 

"  Thrice  welcome  death, 
That  af\er  many  a  painful  bleeding  itep. 
Conducts  ut  to  our  home,  and  landa  ua  safe 
On  the  long-wished  for  shore." 


NO.  xxix; 

THE   DUBKEE  FAMILY. 

Major  John  Btrkkk  bn<l  Loeii  in  Col.  Lyman's  reLninent  at  ihc  taking  of  the 
liuvauaj  he  16  nameU  iu  uur  aiuials  as  beading  u  ^nay  oi  ilie  first  enuj^matfl 
in  1769*70.  Arreited  by  Capt.  Ogdea  and  sent  to  Philadelphia,  several  month* 
imprisonment  extiagoished  his  ardour  for  the  settlement  of  Wyoming,  and  he  re- 
turned to  Norwich.  His  name  Pt;uuis  on  liie  old  records,  as  one  of  the  orii,'inal 
40  settlers  in  Kingstoo.  Ou  the  breaking  out  of  the  Revolutionary  war  Major 
Duikee  entered  tealonaly  into  the  contest.  A  paper  published  Sept.,  1774,  an- 
nounces, <<0n  Sunday  morning  four  hundred  and  sixiy  four  men,  well  armed 
and  the  greater  part  mounted  on  good  hordes,  started  for  Ho.sion,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Mz^or  John  Durkee.''  Subsequently,  in  a  subordinate  station,  be  was 
with  Putnam  in  die  battle  of  Bonlcer  Hill.  Commissioned  a  colonel  of  the  Cooneo- 
tioat  lino,  on  the  continental  establishment,  this  ^-  bold  Bean-hill  man,*'  as  he  was 
sometimes  called,  "  accompanied  the  army  to  New  \'ork.  foui^^ht  at  Germantown," 
and  continued  to  serve  with  reputation  to  the  close  of  the  arduous  struggle.  He 
died  in  Norwich  at  his  residence  on,  or  near  Bean  Hill,  in  1782,  aged  54  yeara. 
Military  honours  were  accorded  at  us  funeral,  and  the  display  on  a  similar  occa- 
sion in  that  city  liad  nevt-r  been  surpassed.  It  is  evldrvit  he  left  property  in 
Wyoming.  Thomas  Dy  er,  Eso.,  many  years  a&erward^^  took  out  letters  at  Wiike#- 
barre,  and  administered  upon  ms  estate. 

That  Robert  Dorkee,  his  brother,  received  a  commission  as  captain  of  one  of 
the  Independi'iit  companies;  that,  when  Congress  refusecV  noiwithstandiug  its 
solemn  pledge  to  allow  the  bokliers  to  return  to  Wyoming,  menaced  as  it  was 
by  irajHJading  danger,  he,  like  Ransom.,  resigned  his  commission,  and  hastened 
home  to  defend  his  family ;  that  he  entered  a  volunteer  into  the  utile  and  fell, 
IB  all  on  record.  Wis  residence  wa.-*  in  Wilkesbarre  on  the  main  avenue,  below 
Gen.  Ho-ss's  larin.  Tlip  nncient  hou.se  in  still  standing — the  property  including 
the  old  stone  wall  near  wiiore  tlie  slate  load  turu.^  off.  His  widow  married 
Capt.  Landoo, »  respeotaUe  citizen  of  Kingston,  and  a  surveyor.  She  died  Sept. 
3d,  1803,  aged  65.  Amelia  Durkee,  a  daughter,  resided  on  the  farm,  and  in 
A\vs\:9i,  1804,  married  Philip  Weeks  (whose  fanuly  were  such  terrible  hullerers 
ill  liic  balUe).  Some  years  afterwards^  ihey  muvt^d  to  Ot^uago;  and  bO  iai  U£>  our 
knowledge  e xtondi  Old  name  in  Wyommg  m»  ceased  to  exist  out  in  jemembcance. 


NO.  XXX. 
DR.  SILL. 

Died,  at  Windsor,  Connecticut,  May  24th.  1845,  Dr.  Elisha  Notes  Sill,  aged  84 
years.  The  middle  name  is  derived  mm  ttte  fionily  of  Noyes,  long  distinguished 
in  Connecticut,  residing  in  Lyme,  the  birth-place  of  Dr.  Sill.  In  1770  became  with 

his  falhcr'H  family  to  Wyornin  j-,  being  then  a  lad  nine  yenrH  ohl.  They  built  the 
second  house  erected  in  VV  iikesbarre,  on  the  comer  now  occupied  by  the  dwell- 
ing  of  the  late  Col.  Welles,  and  here  was  the  first  wedding  in  the  valley^  the  sister 
oTMr.  Sill  he'in^,  married  to  Mr.  Nathan  Denlson;  another  sister  was  afterwards 
married  to  ('apt.  John  P.  Schott.  In  177fi  yonn?  Siil,  then  only  15.  joined  Capt. 
Durkee  s  company.  The  account  of  the  Millstone  battle,  ^ven  by  bun  to  the 
writer  (at  Hartford,  May.  1839^  was  this:  "The  two  coimwniea  wUni  wera  there 
alone,  were  out  on  parade,  before  sunrii^e — we  saw  the  BritiA  coming  over  a  rias 
of  ground  from  towitr  !-^  Brunswick,  artillery  and  infantry.  Their  numbers  in 
too  grent,  o«ir  companies  retreated  about  half  a  mile.  The  enemy  came  out  with 
a  train  ui  wagons  lor  Hour ;  we  met  Gen.  Dickinson  with  the  New  Jersey  Militia. 
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Our  troops  M-heeled,  and  they  returned  together,  attacked  the  British,  the  enemy 
^ve^e  defeated,  and  we  took  a  large  number  of  wagons  and  hordes.  Porter  of 
Ransom's  company  was  killed.'' 

Marshall  does  not  mention  this  gallant  aiTair.  Gordon  has  this  imperfect  sketch 
of  it 

"  The  royal  troops  were  confined  to  the  narrow  compass  of  Bnmswick  and 
Amboy,  both  holding  an  open  commimicalion  with  New  York,  by  water.  They 
could  not  even  stir  out  to  forage  but  in  lai^e  parties,  which  seldom  returned  with- 
out loss.  January  20th,  1777,  General  Dickinson,  with  about  400  [300]  militia 
and  50  [160]  of  the  Pennsylvania  Riflemen,  defeated,  near  Somerset  Court  Hou5e, 
on  Millstone  river,  a  foraging  party  of  the  enemy,  of  ccjual  number,  and  took  40 
wagons  and  upwards  of  100  horses,  besides  sheep  and  cattle,  which  they  had 
collected.  The  enemy  retreated  with  such  precipitation,  that  he  could  take  only 
nine  prisoners;  but  they  were  observed  to  carry  otT  many  dead  and  wounded  in 
light  wagons.  The  general's  behaviour  reflected  the  hignest  honour  on  him:  for 
though  his  troops  were  all  raw,  he  led  them  through  the  river  middle  deep,  and 

gave  the  enemy  so  severe  a  charge  that  although  supported  by  three  field  pieces, 
ley  gave  way  and  left  their  convoy." 
Dr.  Sill  had  a  brother,  named  Shadrack,  who  was  with  him  in  the  service,  and 
continued  after  the  consolidation  in  Spalding's  company,  to  the  close  of  the  war; 
"but  his  own  youth,  and  extreme  privation,  with  a  severe  attack  of  camp  distemper, 
brought  him  to  the  verge  of  the  grave;  and  he  was  permitted  to  return  home  on 
furlough.  At  the  time  of  the  invasion,  ho  fled  with  the  exiles;  and  in  October, 
1779,  removed  to  Connecticut,  preparea  himself  for  the  practice  of  medicine,  and, 
as  a  physician,  as  well  as  in  the  performance  of  the  common  duties  of  a  citizen, 
lived  a  life  of  usefulness  and  has  departed  with  the  respect  of  all  who  knew  him. 


NO.  XXXI. 
JONATHAN   FITCH,  ESQ. 

Jonathan  Frrni;  Eso.,  for  five  years  high  sheriff  of  Westmoreland  county, 
when  juristliction  pa-^ised  to  Pennsylvania,  and  the  subsequent  troubles  became 
serious,  removed  to  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  and  gave  his  name  to  a  stream,  near  which 
he  made  his  location.  The  fact  of  his  passins  through  the  wilderness  at  the  time  of 
the  expulsion  by  the  Indians,  being  tne  only  man  to  protect  a  company  of  an 
hundred  women  and  children,  has  been  related.  He  was  four  times  choeen 
member  of  Assembly  to  Hartford  or  New  Haven,  so  that  the  two  offices  of  sheriff, 
and  representative  to  the  legislature  seem  not  to  have  been  incompatible. 

The  writer  of  the  "  Binghampton  Annals,"  a  work  of  much  interest,  thus  speaks 
of  him:  In  the  summer  of  1789  Jonathan  Fitch  settled  upon  the  creek  that  took 
his  name.  Mr.  F.  was  from  Wyoming  and  had  been  sheriff  of  the  county.  He 
was  a  man  of  considerable  native  talent,  had  mingled  much  with  men  of  infor- 
mation, and  was  polished  in  his  manners.  He  was  the  first  representative  to  ihe 
state  legislature  from  the  county  of  Tioga.  Subsequently  he  was  judge  of  the  court. 


NO.  XXXII. 

THE  ATHERTONS. 

Of  the  Athertons,  there  were  two  branches  among  the  earliest  settlers  in 
Wyoming.  In  the  Forty  or  Kingston  list,  the  names  of  James  and  John  Atherton 
are  found. 

Of  the  very  few  names  of  the  settlers  in  1762-3,  that  I  have  been  able  to  fmd, 
that  of  James  Atherton  appears  as  one.  They  were  therefore  the  real  pioneers  in 
this  distant  settlement,  and  double  sufferers.   Undaunted,  though  his  companions 


il 


fell  afoiind  him  by  Iho  Tnemilees  tomahawk,  he  rrturned.  Among  those  who 
were  slain  in  the  battle^  the  name  of  Jabes  Alheiioti  is  recorded.  Their  arms 
assayed  vrith  other  patriots  to  defend  their  country.  Their  blood  ennebee  its  soil, 
nrifl  it  is  ri^ht  to  renord  that  their  dr.'s  fndaTit=5  nrr  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  the 
truit.s  ol  their  lathers  enterpri'^p  and  toil,  combmed  with  their  own  pnulence  and 
labour.  In  parsing  through  Kingston  not  far  above  the  residence  of  Col.  Denieon, 
l0oltiiig  to  the  kift  jom  may  tea  amboeomed  in  trew  in  a  mMt  lanmio  sMoatton, 
a  neat  dwellinir.  the  farm  house  of  a  beautiful  plantation.  Intermarried  with  a 
daiii^hter  of  tlie  late  (^'cn.  Ross,  here  resides  a  descendant  of  one  of  the  efirlv  !»et- 
tiers.  The  farin,  extending  from  the  river  to  the  mountain,  yields  abnndunce  to 
emM  euMura^  and  it  is  a  plaMan  to  add  that  it  is  4ia  seat  of  ioteUigonee  and 
hoapHality. 


NO.  XXXlIi. 

BENJAMIN  HABVEY. 

Bfn^^mtn  Harvky  was  esteemed  one  of  the  moM  considerate,  prudent  men 
anioiig  til 066  who  tir^  established  theindelves  in  the  valley.  His  name  is  on  the 
earliest  list  in  the  tovmship  of  Plymouth.  Ha  amignted  from  Lyme^  New  Loo* 
don  Co..  Conn  .  and  was  the  intimate  friend,  and  frequently  the  oonndential  ad* 
vi-^er  of  Crl  HiTlpr,  they  having  formerly  been  neighbour?'.  He  was  often 
employed  m  mtuatioas  ol  tnist  aad  deiicaoyi  and  hia  opinions  were  regarded  with 
marked  respect. 

Ha  had  three  sons;  the  olde,'*t,  Ren^jam in,  joined  the  Independent  companies  in 
1776,  marched  to  the  lines  to  join  Gen.  W  ttshington,  and  ilied  in  the  service. 
Sila5.  the  f'econd  son,  united  with  the  little  band  that  went  out  from  Forty  Fort 
and  fell  in  liio  bailie.  Thus,  the  stem  demands  of  relentless  war  had  reft  from 
the  poor  old  man  his  two  eldoat  boys,  leaving  but  or  e  the  .stay  and  aolaoe  of 
his  (leclininfr  year^.  But  the  cnp  of  vengeance,  thebiltei  dianLjli'  f>f  w;ir  and  woe 
was  not  yet  exhausted.  In  December,  1780,  the  savaizes  made  an  mcursion  into 
the  valley,  took  seven  prisoner  from  bhawuee,  the  old  gentleman  himself,  and 
Biiha,  his  only  renaining  son,  being  two  of  the  <mptives.  Their  sufferings  in  that 
inclement  sea.-'on,  bound,  loaded  and  driven  seTOtal  luttdiad  mijas  thfoagli  the 
wildemess  to  Canada,  no  pen  can  descnl)e. 

It  is  wondertul  that  cold,  toil,  hunger,  and  anguish  of  mind,  iiad  not  arrested 
tbe  oonent  of  life,  and  left  them  a  prey  to  the  weaves.  They  snnrivad,  and 
returned,  the  old  gentleman  being  earliest  released,  and  Elisha  at  or  near  the 
close  of  the  war.  Under  the  despotic  administration  of  Mr.  Justice  raltnr-on, 
in  1784,  Mr.  Harvey  was  cast  into  prison  and  treated  with  special  indignity. 

Awav  widi  him  f Semnel  Ransom)  to  the  gusid  hooae,  with  old  Harvey,  an- 
swer damned  raacaJ." 

Elisha  intermarried  with  Kasanna  Jameson,  of  the  patriotic  .himeson  f;unily, 
aad  the  Her.  George  Lane  married  their  daujg^r.  Jameson  Harvey,  their  sod, 
hsTing  opened  an  inexhautibla  mina  of  anlbieciia  in  a  rocky  hill,  cenneeled  with 
the  farm,  and  near  the  canal,  has  st  his  command  a  source  o>f  almost  boundless 
wealth.  Thus  the  clouds  liave  dispersed,  the  sun  come  out  from  his  hklinsr,  znd 
brightnets  and  prosperity  beam  on  the  family  which  was  so  long  and  so  deeply 
ibnnded  in  woe. 


NO.  XXXIV. 

CAPT.  TIMOTHY  SMITH. 

Gift.  Timothy  Smith,  or  as  he  is  more  freooenUy  designated,  Timothy  Smith, 
Eiq^Mtms  to  htfa  been  a  lending  mm  in  the  taqnebanna  Co«pan|r,  ai  thait 
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»Mtkig8  ia  Hartfi»d,  htSom  ■«*'HriTW**  vccro  ntdb  in  Wyoming.  Choaeiiif 

Kington  for  his  residence,  his  name  is  recorded  as  one  of  the  *■  Forty/' or  emfaem 
oeulers.  The  old  WestinorelaiMi  records  ircKiueaUy  contain  his  name,  and  il  ji 
•ndant,  that  he  waaaa  aotire,  ihonnigh  buriaen  man,  eammm^a^  cem&imm 

and  respect  The  tobriouet  i;iTen  him  bv  liie  eoeient  people  diows  the  e^^smf 

tion  in  which  he  was  held.  Of  course  all  were  anxiont*  to  indnce  the  le^islataie 
of  Connecticut  to  recognize  the  settieaieiit  on  the  iniequehaana,  aod  exinmd  km 
iurifdictioa  and  laws  theieio.  Among  the  agenta  aeol  out  wm  Mr.  Staill^  mmi  m 
Im  anperior  management  they  asonb^  the  su<»aM  of  this  mission.  Hpum^'*' 

said  Mr.  John  Carey,  "the  settler?  gave  him  the  name  of  *  old  head.'  "  He  wis 
afterwards  a  meml^ir  of  Assemlily  to  Hartford,  and  always  condacted  whaimw 
aifairs  were  entrusted  to  him.  wiiii  spirit  and  prudence;  showing  that  he  wm  a 
yn'ue  and  safe  counsellor,  and  an  active  citizen.  Hie  son,  who  inherited  the  pra. 
perly.  Mr.  John  Smith,  with  other  excellent  properties,  was  n  rran  of  i-irirtilar 
benevolence  and  an  admirable  nurse  of  the  sick.  When,  m  1815,  the  typciitf 
fever  prevailed  throughout  the  country,  he  threw  himself  ia  the  midst  of  it,  took 
the  diseeee  and  died .  Dr.  John  Smito,  the  grandaon,  retaining  the  old  bome^eai, 
not  lonj?  since  prothonotary  of  the  county,  and  a  respec  iahle  physician,  does  josbce 
to  the  tulnnt  of  the  publio-spihted  grandaire|  aad  the  excelieoi  aocial  qualjiias  ei 
the  lather. 


NO.  XXXV. 


GENERAL  SPALDING. 

Of  Capt.  Simon  Spalding  frequently  spoken  of  in  our  narrative,  I  hare  several 
additional  faets  and  anecdotes,  from  his  son-in-law,  Joseph  Kin^rsbmy,  Eeq-.  le 
yleasingiy  related,  lliat  I  copy  from  his  loUer  dated  Shef<l)e(;uin,  l\>c.  2d,  1841. 

"Gen.  Simon  Spalding  was  a  native  oi  I'jaintield,  r(inTi. — He  wa-  in 
1741,  married  to  iluih  t>l»epard  in  1761,  and  died  the  24ia  Jan.,  1814,  aiieu  73.-' 
(1  may  add.  that  freonently  Tisiting  Sheeliequin  hem  1800  to  1813, 1  olban  mw 
General  Spalilini:.  He  v  as  a  larije  man,  of  imposing  and  pleasing  appearance. 
His  merits  antl  services  deserve  a  nuK-h  more  extended  memoir;  and  no  one  is 
mure  capable  of  doing  justice  to  the  subject  than  C<^.  Kwgsbury.]  He  was  a  rap- 
tain  in  the  Re^oIntioniuT  war,  end  from  good  teilimony,  I  ImTe  no  doabt  ta  4M 
he  was  a  bravo  officer.  But  Gen.  Spalding,  as  a  captain  in  the  war,  never  h^  jfmtxB 
done  to  him.  The  affair  of  Bound  Brook  was  a  performance  of  hi«  He  re- 
covered the  forage  the  Bhhsh  had  gathered  at  the  time,  and  took  several  prisooen. 
But  jnat  ae  the  ekinniih  wae  over,  and  TicAoiy  eeenred,  en  ofioer  er  eoperinr 
rank  came  up  (I  forget  his  name)  and  to  him  was  the  honoor  of  tf)e  \ictory 
given,  when  he  had  no  more  to  do  with  it  than  yon  or  I  had.  Gen*»ral  Spak^irg 
tirst  discovered  this  unjust  account  in  Weems's  little  history  of  the  Kevoluttooaiy 
wer,  end  it  mmtSfied  the  leel  eelor  of  the  soene  ver^  raueh. 

"Gen.  (then  Capt.  Spalding)  was  with  Gen.  Selhvan  in  his  expedition  into  the 
GenecKoe  coontrv.  In  this  tour  he  di'^'overed.  and  took  n  fanev  to  Sliesheouin. 
On  iii^  return  to  Wyoming  be  made  known  his  intention  to  geute  at  this  pia^. 
In  1783.  in  company  with  hie  fiimily,  end  seYeral  of  his  neigfaboore  at  Wyoming, 
with  their  families,  lie  remoited  from  thenoe  to  Sbasheqain.  They  airi ved  at  th» 
place  on  the  30lh  day  of  May.  I  have  ]v':\n\  Gen.  Spalding  sav.  that  the  Indiaa 
grass,  upon  the  tlats  at  the  time  he  came  here,  was  as  high  as  his  bead,  when  he 
eat  upou  a  horse.  These  pioneers  set  fire  to  it,  and  such  a  fire  was  never  seea 
hefore  by  any  one  preeent ;  it  ran  from  one  end  of  the  interval  to  the  odier,  e  dW> 
tance  of  about  four  miles,  and  no  doubt  wee  Teiy  dettmctivetotheemmelewhieii 
made  their  homes  in  its  dense  covers. 

"  When  the  settlers  took  posse^sdon  of  Sheshequin,  there  were  a  few  InJian 
fiuniliee  reeident  upon  Queen  Either'a  Flati^,  and  one  family  on  tfaie  nde  ef  ibt 
river.  V-it  none  of  any  note  among  thern.  These  ladifne  ptofed  HWtf  U^Kaitff 
and  the  next  yeai  mostly  moved  ^  to  the  west. 
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«'Gf^n  Spaldint?  was  a  man  calmlatod  tn  irain  \ho  Ime  and  ertepm  rr(»n  of  a 
»a%age.    A  better  hearted  maii  I  was  never  acquainted  with.    He  hiul  a  pceuJiar 
taot  in  plMwiiif  the  fed  Aim,  moA  nmally,  when  passing  through  the  place,  on 
treaty  businees  to  Philadelphia,  he  would  ^  some  sporting  on  foot.    I  remember 
of  hearing  it  told  of  a  feat  performed  by  a  coxiple  of  these  red  skins,  at  a  tinuf  when 
m  laige  company  of  Indimis  were  on  their  return  from  the  city  of  Iwotherly  love. 
They  always  nnde  it  a  pobitle  atop  anight  with  their  old  inmd,  who  nerer  frOed 
in  providh^^  ihem  something  to  eat.  At  diia  time  he  selected  out  two  long-legged 
ho«^,  from  a  company  of  half  a  scor^  f>r  mnre.    He  informed  the  chi^'f-'  that  these 
two  hogs  were  a  present  to  thera  fur  hupper  and  breakfast,  on  tlie  fuliowing  con- 
ditioiu,  to  wit.  The  chiefr  wete  to  aeleet  from  their  omnpany  tss  o  young  Indians, 
who  were  to  catch  Ae  hogs  at  fair  niiimng»  and  then  they  were  theim.  Thk 
pleased  the  red  skins  ven'  mnch.    The  yonnir  racers  were  selected,  stripper^  bnre 
to  Indian  leggins  and  breeciiclouts,  armed  each  with  a  scalping  knife.   The  iiogs 
WM  tumedlooae  upon  the  flafa,  and  the  sport  began.  Sooh  eeatasy  as  the  Indiana 
wwe  in,  aa  weU  aa  the  pale  faces  preoent,  I  expect  from  the  account,  doea  not 
often  happen  to  any  people.    The  hoirs  at       "vere  too  swift  on  fool  fen  the  two- 
legged  swine  in  pursuit    Once  in  a  while  the  red  skins  would  catch  the  liogs  by 
tfie  tail,  but  in  attempting  to  stop  them,  they  ware  generally  thrown  down,  some- 
tiin»^s  tumbling  heels  over  head,  and  sometimea  dragged  for  several  rods,  tin  ^ey 
rouUI  hold  on  no  lon'j'^r:  irivin:.'  loose  thev  wer^^  up  and  at  it  again.    This  Bport 
lasted  for  three-quarters  ot  an  hour,  when  the  fiercer  bnifes  finally  conquorod.  A 
fire  was  buUt,  the  hogs  laid  on  without  any  dressing,  roasted^  and  eaten  with  much 
eetiflAMlion*" 


NO.  XXXVI. 
JOS£PH  ELLIOTT. 

A  TSTiaAN  diiitinguished  for  extraordinary  services  and  sufferings,  claims  our  at- 
tealien.  He  is  now,  June.  1845,  living  at  VVyalusing,  nearly  89  years  old,  having 
been  bom  Oct.  10th,  1756.  Hia  &ther  dietl  in  1809  aged'  97  years,  so  that  the 
lon^vity  of  the  family  is  extraordinnrr.  Tliey  cmiirratod  from  StoninLton  to 
Wyoming  in  1776.  in  1777  Joseph  Elliott  was  with  the  detachment  ol  80  men 
whioh  ascend^  to  ^eshequin  under  the  command  of  Col.  Dorrance. 

At  the  time  of  the  invasion,  he  marahed  oat  to  batHa  in  Cant  Bidlack'a  cempaay. 
Pressed  by  a'^as  snprriority  of  numbers,  his  comninnder  slain,  he  n'tr*  \*pd  with 
the  rest,  and  was  raatle  prisoner,  it  was  \m  fale  to  be  dra^'i'f»d  to  \ho  fatal  rinif, 
at  Bloody  Rock,  where  the  savages,  intoxicated  with  victory  and  excitcii  by  pass^ion 
to  wilde.'^t  fiir>',  ululled  their  thirst  for  Mood.  A  circle  was  formed,  two  or  three 
Indiana  holding  or  <ruardin£r  each  prisoner  while  thn  work  of  d«'ath  went  forward. 
Qiip^-n  F»5Hi(  I  t  i^ed  like  a  demon.  He  saw  six  or  seven  murdered.  A  voung 
man.  1  homa^  i*  uiier,  sprang  to  escape,  ^hook  olf  his  guards,  but  was  almost  in- 
stantly overtaken,  ai^  tonuuawked.  The  eonfaaon,  iS»  savage  yells,  the  moaaa 
of  his  dying  f  rlrnd?,  iho  streams  of  blood,  tht*  scattered  brains,  for  a  moment  stii- 
petied  him.  With  a  ray  of  retuniinir  reason,  he  saw  death  almost  in  a  moment 
eertaiu,  and  he  could  but  die.  VVitii  the  might  of  combined  courage  and  despair, 
he  duvw  off  Indiana  who  held  him,  andat  a  spring  leaped  down  the  nmk, 
turned  off  to  the  right  a  second,  and  at  a  bound  cleared  a  fence,  and  fled  to  the  river, 
several  of  the  enemy  in  full  pursuit  He  had  paj^e^l  Monoekasy  Island,  and  en- 
tered the  southern  branch  ot  the  stream,  wlien  a  bullet  struck  him  in  the  left 
ihoalder  infliottng  a  grieroos  woond.  Being  compelled  to  ateady  hia  wounded 
arm,  dangling  by  his  side,  with  his  risrht  liand.  he  does  not  know  how  he  swam 
the  portion  of  the  river,  too  deep  to  ford ;  but  found  himself  on  the  bank,  and  took 
•halter  beiuiui  a  tree  a  moment  to  recover  breath.  His  wound  bled  sh)  profusely 
tehiadolhai  beoans  a  buiden,  they  wm»  ae  aaiwailad;  hot  he  it  length  airiwd 
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at  ihe  Witkesbarre  fort,  and  Dr.  Smilli  afforded  his  prompt  and  skilliiil  aid.  Amocg 
those  whom  he  could  remember  to  have  seea  butchered,  were  Mnamh  Baa^ 
Sanincl  and  Josepli  Crooker,  Stephen  Biillack,  and  Peter  Wheeler. 

it  will  be  recollected  that  in  Col.  Kranklhrs  aeconnt  of  events  the  day  of  tlie  c^pita- 
laUCHi,  Queen  Esther  headed  the  Indiaiis,  aiid  wuli  imsoleiu  pride  t»aid,  *  h&rt:;.  Col. 
DeniaoD,  I  told  you  VA  bring  you  moie  UidiaiM."  B  is  the  opinion  of  Mr.  ^ioc^ 
that  her  exasperation  of  passion  \va>^  partly  owin^r  to  this.  Several  Indian  spt& 
had  been  arrested,  and  were  held  prisoners  in  Forty  Fort.  Queen  Fsvther  had  W^ri 
down  iirom  her  palace  at  Sheahequin  to  obtain  their  release,  vvkicii  CoL  DeEiisc:^ 
htd  denned  it  proper  to  lefose.  In  anger  at  her  disgqwintment,  aba  pvofcaUj 
made  the  threat,  which  now  she  repeated  in  taunt 

No  wToner  was  Elliott  ret-oYered,  and  his  wounded  }»honlder  sufnciently  healed, 
tlian  he  entered  asaia  upou  acceptable  services.  On  Sullivan's  advance  iinto  the 
Indian  cotmtiy,  a  une  of  expretfles,  to  oonnect  wtih  Wyonuigt  wna  nwtaHlnlifiJj 
when  Mr.  John  Carey  and  Joseph  Elliott  were  selected  to  perform  the  duty.  And, 
says  Mr.  Flliott.  aft(?r  eiirlity  days'  constant  ser^'ice  I  was  taken  sick,  and  cannot 
teU  what  siiouid  be  the  cause,  unless  too  often  sleeping  out  in  the  wet,  overdaa* 
wBh  iati^e.  and  being  ver>'  hungry.- '   Poor  feUowl  It  vaa  easse  eaoagfa. 

But  JosefHi  Elliott  was  an  actor  in  another  trying  scene.  The  making  prisotMii 
of  all  RospwhH  Frankiin^s  faiuilv  "l>v  tlie  Indian*  is  related  in  the  annals  oi  1782.  His 
account  to  us  ol  the  aduair,  so  lar  as  he  was  concemed|  was  this.  Severaljpaiues  were 
mardiaUed  to  pmaue  the  savages.  One  of  these  aMemUed  at  MiD  Cieak,  mm- 
baring  nine  pessciiB.  lliey  chose  Thomas  Baldwin  to  be  their  leader,  and  him- 
F:clf  to  be  second  in  command.  Makini;  their  way  up  the  river  ^vi»h  all  pos<?ible 
celerity,  they  were  satisfied,  when  liiey  reached  the  path  on  the  mountain  neariy 
opposite  Frenchtown,  that  the  enemy  nad  not  passed.  Taking  up  a  poeitioa  on 
the  hiU  which  was  deemed  most  eligible,  being  out  of  provisions,  two  of  the  men, 
e.xpert  hunters,  went  out  for  venison,  when  the  Indians,  thirteen  in  number,  with 
Mrs.  Franklin,  her  babe,  two  little  girls,  and  a  boy  about  four  yea^s  old,  as  pnsoo* 
ers,  were  reported  by  the  advanced  sentinel  to  be  near.  To  call  in  Aeir  waOered 
himters  was  of  cx)urse  impossible.  There  they  were  seven  to  ihineen,  and  it  was 
bravely  resolved  to  £;ive  battle.  Tlie  fire  wa?  sharp  o:-  Vrth  sides.  Capt.  l^iil  fwia 
received  a  rifle  bail  in  the  hand  wliieh  nearly  dif^abled  hun,  but  Thomas  Baidwm 
was  every  inch  a  soldier,  and  still  exerting  himself  he  led  on  fuui  cheered  his  men. 
How  near  they  were  is  evident,  ffom  tiie  children  knowingihe  voices  of  our  psry. 
and  with  instinctive  sagacity  they  ran  frorn  the  Indians,  and  clung  to  the  knet*^  of 
their  friends.  Mrs.  Franklhi,  who  had  been  ordered  to  sit  still,  raised  her  hr.-.d, 
ou  iiearing  the  joyous  cry  of  her  children*  and  llie  savages  instantly  sliot  her. 
Pressing  forwara,  the  Indians  were  compelled  to  retrrat,  leaving  two  or  three  sf 
their  number  dead  on  the  field.  The  inlant  was  Imrne  off  in  their  tliuht.  a!»d  its 
fate  never  ktiown.  The  two  little  girls  and  yommer  bov  were,  after  the  bunal  rtf 
their  mother,  decently  as  circumstances  permitted,  brought  safely  to  VVyormng, 
and  netored  to  the  arms  of  their  father.  Mr.  Franklin  had  been  with  another 
party  in  earrer  pursuit,  but  ha^l  failed  to  find  the  enemy.  Gen.  Wm.  Rops  u.sed  lo 
tiey,  the  batde  lor  Mr.  Franklin  s  family  was  one  of  the  best  contested  in  Wvomir^*. 

Peace  soon  came,  and  Mr.  EUiott  wm  much  in  the  employment  ol  Judge  Hvi' 
knbnok,  who  had  the  Ing^heat  confidence  in  his  fidtfafidnesa,  and  the  vHiemk  qwaks 
of  Judge  H.  in  terms  of  warm  commendation. 

A  pension  of  65  dollars  a  year,  has  contributed  to  render  the  erenim?  of  his  d.iy» 
CMUotortable.  Below  the  micldle  height,  he  was  well  built,  and  of  that  cast  befi 
diowtt  by  eiperienoe  to  be  adapted  to  endvre  ftitiiifiie.  Jane  89lh,  1845,  whan  we 
called  on  the  old  gentleman  to  hear  his  narrative,  he  w  m  at  work  in  his  garden.  In 
early  life  Josi>ph  Elliott  must  have  been  handsome,  for,  except  tlie  loss  of  his  right 
eye,  he  still  looks  well.  His  face  is  round,  and  lighted  up  by  a  benevolent  smile, 
ifalf  his  diin  hair  is  sitD  dark,  and  his  manner  mSd  and  pleasing.  Bat  when  ha 
is  in  fiiU  tide,  ralaling  the  events  of  battle. — When  the  Indians  came  down  on 
us  like  so  many  raiririir  devils,'-  aire  is  forgotten,  and  he  is  full  of  animation.  Hl^ 
habits  have  been  simple,  his  lilie  virtuous,  his  conduct  in  war  meritonous  as  fid<^ 
iity  and  brarety  eonki  render  it.  He  li^es  nnivereally  respected^  and  it  is  hoped 
oiftjr  anjoy  his  pension  theaa  many  eoming  years.  With  pleaawe  we  add  diat  Ida 
aen  waa,  al  the  last  sessioQ, »  member  of  Assembly  iitom  Bradford  oomtf. 
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Imel  SkianeTy  sotkor  of  the  BevoluUonary  War  in  rhyme,  eeems  to  iiave 
titei  iRMi  di»  falnmi^i  lips  tfie  iiocoimt  of  his  eacapa  from  the  dreadful  JUngj 

ThoM  who  were  taken  by  the  Indiaat  Hhtttf 

As  Joseph  KIHott  f^rtth  to  ns  (?rr?nrf», 

(Who  did  aiiioug  liie  priioners  reinuiny 

And  was  one  of  those  appointed  to  be  daiai) 

Were  taken  to  a  certain  ipot  of  ground, 

And  stripped,  and  in  a  ring  arraigned  around. 

As  victims  of  their  rage  designM  to  b0> 

A  ncrifice  to  savage  cmeltj. 

A  squaw,  the  Indians  did  Qoeen  Esther  call. 

Was  set  apart  to  tomahawk  them  all. 

TkM  tight  to  b«r  petliapa  thej  did  extend, 

To  auto  atonement  fbr  some  slaughtered  firiead; 

Elliott  says,  five  or  six  became  a  prey, 

la  presence  of  him  in  his  savage  way; 

Hiat  ho  himsolf  wtt  fn  a  stvpM  mate, 

When  first  hr  at  thrir  rnirltics  c:a7P, 

Bat  beinK  rouscni  in  le^liiiga  at  the  stght, 

Botbought  to  strugglo  wUb  hia  atOMSt  might, 

Thinking  at  worst  he  could  but  fill  i\  prey 

To  savage  vengeance  while  upon  this  way. 

Twa  Tnoiaat  holdinf  Mta  thoa  quickly  were 

P,v  hiK  puissnnt  ^rm  laul  pro^tnilf  tJiore  ; 
Then  he  towards  the  rtver  pressc^l  his  '^ay, 
WMIo  mimttm  waapaaa  did  aw— d  him  play. 
Ar\i^  miny  ofthe  savage  Indiaa  aroar 
Did  to  the  river's  margin  him  parsoe- 
But  he  before  their  frightful  vengeance  hied 
And  plunged  hunFr  If  henoath  the  liquid  tido^ 
And  diving  on  his  way  as  he  did  flee 
Thereby  to  shun  the  Mv*go  enmity. 
But  whilf  thr  buzzing  buUets  dashed  nrouad 
iu  his  let^  shoulder  he  received  a  wound. 
Which  aMakaaed  him  so  much  he  though!  it  bait 
W*hen  he  approached  the  shore  m  hile  to  rest* 
Whea  he  had  rested,  he  with  ail  his  force 
Leapad  ftom  the  water  and  kept  on  his  coarse  t 
W^hcn  round  the  place  a  leaden  shower  did  light 
Which  mndf  the  liquid  billows  foam  with  white; 
Yet  notwithstanding  those  obstructions  ha 
Sprang  up  Uic  bank  and  got  behind  a  tree. 
When  be  his  breath  had  gained  and  was  revived. 
He  uwed  his  way,  and  to  the  Fort  arriaady 
And  there  united  with  his  friends  again, 
And  thus  escaped  the  brutal  savage  train.** 

The  classical  render,  \vK\]f  formin!?  his  own  opinion  \«,  hoihf  r  in  poetic  charm 
there  in  anything  equal  in  Homer  or  Virgil,  will  allow  us  to  sugge^^t,  that  we  pro- 
bably have  nere  a  Inia  nanatifui  of     fittta  of  tiiia  manrelloos  escape. 


NO.  XXXVII. 

MAJOR  £Z£KI£L  PIEECE. 

Major  Ezxkiel  Pierce,  the  £ither  ofthe  Pieice  ^tmily,  was  the  ready  writer  of 
oarly  daya,  and  fbr  n  surcossion  of  yMcsobnk  of  the  town,  the  RiKMada  htiag  in 

his  namf  wntiiig.  He  h:ul  live  sons,  all  grown  to  manhotx!.  when  he  remm  f"'  to 
Wyoming,  in  1771,  and  mui$t  therefore  have  been  advanced  towards  the  decinie 
of  life.  Their  names  were  Abel,  D<uael,  John,  Timcrihy  and  Phineas.  When  in 
iiM  1T78|  tha  tvo  Ind^^oidaiit  riwniwmfii  wwo  oamoiidaied  inlo  one  nodot 
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Capt  SpaUangt'  ^^othy  and  Phmeas  were  oommi88i(»ied  Ist  and  2d  linleiiaiii. 

Timothy  was  one  of  tho  three  who  rode  all  night,  before  l}ie  battle,  arri-red  afm 
the  troops  had  marched  out,  followed,  and  leli.  Joha  also  was  aiaiu  in  the  en- 
gagement Abel,  the  fether  of  Mrs.  Lord  Botler,  fhe  writer  kii0ir,  and  mmftwi 
with  respect  and  pleaaure.  He  lost  a  son,  Chester,  just  in  theUoomof  eadjr  jbi^ 

hood,  in  the  civQ  dissensions  that  sn(  rM>(^!if>il  ilu-  Revolutionary  war.  A  datmlar- 
Mrs.  Hoyt,  widow  of  the  late  Capt.  Damei  lioyl,  of  Kiugsioa;  etiU  Utos,  June,  li»4x 


NO.  XXXVUL 

THE   FINCH  FAMILY 

Three  of  the  Finch  family.  Join i,  Daniel,  and  Bt  njamin,  were  killed  al  ib>e 
time  of  the  invasion,  two  in  the  enirturernent,  one  murdered  by  the  Indian-^,  iho 
day  preYious,  near  Shoemaker  s  iniU.  Our  researches  have  not  put  ua  in  poe6^^*im. 
of  all  tba  ftclii  in  lagaid  to  tlua  iwfliwring  funflir,  tbat  we  daagad. 


NO.  XXXIX. 
THOMAS  BROWN. 

Thk  names  of  Thomas  Brown  and  Jolm  Brown  are  in  the  list  of  sladn.  Tlmniass 
111  the  retreat,  had  nearly  croased  the  river,  another  person  beinff  in  company. 
Overtaken  by  the  enemy  he  was  induced*  or  forced  to  retunij  and  on  n^aehing 
til©  shore  was  instantly  speared  and  tomahawked;  his  companion  witne^vsed  the 
deed  but  escaped.  The  particulars  of  the  fall  of  John  we  have  not  learned. 
Buiel  Brown,  a  broOior,  was  then  a  lad  m  Fortjr  Foit  He  now  fondea  wr  ia- 
dependently,  near  the  Wyalusiiig,  a  neighbour  to  the  gallant  and  fortunate  Elliott, 
(who  escaped  from  the  fatal  rinsf  with  Hammond,)  having  also  near  him,  Mok 
Wells,  who  was  a  Roas,  and  several  other  of  the  ancieitf  Wyoming  peodte. 

One  of  the  stoocades  at  Pittslon  was  called  Brown's  Fort,  that  nunuy  having 
ereoted  it  on  their  own  land.  Tlioog^  not  named,  it  is  evidendy  referred  to^  in 
the  dispatchef*  of  Col.  John  Butler,  as  one  of  the  three  that  capitulated.  Several 
of  the  descendants  of  those  Revolutionary  sufferers  stili  reside  on  or  nc»r  the 
Laekawana. 

•  I  MY  "induced  or  forced."  The  rnemv,  to  make  sure  of  the  scalp*  of  their  rictiBM, 
vrel^frea  aUiuiag  tlisai  to  lAie  shore,  rather  than  to  shoot  them  in  the  stream.  Promises  of 
nfe  and  protection  were  solemnly  made,  to  be  instinrly  nnd  -itVIr-.^ly  violated,  .\rter 
peace  opened  intercoarse  with  Canada,  Mr.  Hollen back  relates  that  he  hsu  seen  loduinsim 
their  draakea  Of^ies,  act  orer  the  massacre.  Their  coaxini;  the  Yankees  ashore,  aad  tlM 
the  murderous  struggle,  the  plrnr^inir?  for  lifo,  "  Fnr  Jp5us  Christ's  sake,*'  the  wan^^ 
demons  would  exclaim  in  hrokeu  Kugliab,  with  fiend-hko  exuitauon,  until,  he  smid,  it  «aa 
almost  iaiponiMe  to  keep  Us  htads  off  thom. 


NO.  XL. 

ASA  AND  JOHN  8TETENS. 

Asa  and  John  Stevens  are  named  in  the  old  rwords,  as  inhabitants  of  Wi!k*»«- 
barre  so  early  as  1772.  Rose  well  btevens  was  one  of  the  patriotic  soldiers  that 
entered  &e  service  in  Ransom's  Indepsodent  eompany.  Aaa  Sloveaa  waa  m 
officer  holding  the  commission  o!  Ueotenant  in  the  militia,  and  was  sIobi  in  the 
battle.  like  the  Danaa  they  wem  pwtioiiMydi«tanf^^ 
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ftWhiMwhinept  of  free  ecboo^  and  the  advancement  of  learning.  This  congenialitv 
of  ■entimmir  led  1o  the  toML  intinmte  connection — ^Mr.  Anderson  Dana  and  Syf- 
^erttrDwaa,  fiaq.,  marryinff  aiaters  of  the  Stevens  family.  RemoTin^  from  Wiikes- 
barre,  Jonathan  Stpvenn,  Esq..  >;ettled  in  Braiiitrini.  aiul  nftcr'.vnnl^  hi  I>raJford 
oooDty,  where,  on  the  orgaiiiiiation  of  that  count)'— 4iaying  ion^  e.\tircii»ed  with 
Mrtethgence  vul  finsoees  the  duties  of  a  magistrate,  he  was  appointed  one  of  the 
iWDciiifr  judges.  When  the  author  had  the  pleasure  ef  Ids  acquaintanoe,  thirljr 
years  ago,  hi-  manners  were  pleasing— he  was  intelligent,  quick  to  obeenre,  ready 
to  communicate,  and  of  a  most  exiaot^asry  mexooty*  UiscoavenalkiDWasiughly 
agreeable  and  instructive. 


NO.  XU. 

LIEUTENANT  JAMES  WELLES. 

T.n  I  TV  NANT  James  WEr.T  r«?  is  on  the  record  of  the  hononred  patriots,  who  fell 
in  tiial  disaatrous  battle,  which  tilled  Wyoming  witli  lameuialion  and  woe.  The 
frmily  were  the  eailiest  aelden  in  Sprii^^ld,  on  the  Wyahisinff,  from  which  on 
dansr^^r  of  the  savages  becoming  imminent,  they  removed  to  the  more  densely 
settled  part  of  the  country  in  the  vr(llf»v.  Re?<uming  the  occupation  of  their  property 
on  the  restoration  of  peace,  the  family  became  prosperous,  and  continue  among  the 
motl  leapeolaUe  and  indefmdeirt  mhabitanls  ofuatbeantiAil  place,  (formerly  it 
will  be  remembered  llie  leddeooe  of  the  Momvian  miaaltinariea  and  CfaiirtUB 
Indiana.) 


XUl. 

COREY   AND  BULLOCK. 

Of  the  Corey  and  the  Bum-ock  families,  no  long:er  resident'?  of  Wyoming,  we 
have  been  able  to  learn  much  less  than,  from  their  sacrifices  and  sutTeriiii^:-*,  could 
have  been  wi(»hed.  Amos  and  Aha  Bullock  were  killed  in  tlie  battle.  One  of  the 
name,  probably  one  of  the  brothers,  who  fell,  was  a  lawyer;  the  &dier  resided  at 
the  meadowH^  six  miles  on  tlie  Easton  road,  from  W^ilkesbarre,  where  the  night 
and  day,  after  the  massacre,  from  thf»  rn^binix  in  and  departure  of  th©  fucitives, 
images  of  sorrow  and  despair,  the  (ireadtui  miccrtainity  of  the  fate  of  his  boys, 
ttie  flcene  was  inexpressibly  distressing.  Nathan  BiiUock,  probably  the  filler,  was 
two  years  afterwards  taken  by  Lidians  a  prisoner  to  Canada. 

TTiree  of  the  Corey  family  were  nmon^  the  victims  of  the  rifle  and  tomahawk; 
Jenks,  Kufus  and  Anson.  The  former  was  one  of  the  original  proprietors  of  Pitts« 
ton.  It  may  be  noted,  as  exliaoidinary,  that  three  of  the  younger  Dranches  of  die 
name  came  by  melancholy  accident  to  untimely  deaths.  One,  being  shot  by  a 
neighbour,  mistaken  for  a  deer. — One  lumberin!^  f*ome  years  a^o  on  the  T^high— 
the  other  in  the  tar  western  country,  to  which  the  remains  of  the  family  had  emi- 
grated. The  fiither  died  loog  sitioe  in  Kingston,  and  his  remams  are  buried  on  or 
near  the  qpot  where  the  tavern  stands  on  £e  north-east  comer  at  New  Troy. 


NO.  XUU. 

THE  CHURCH  FAMILT. 

Thk  Church  kmily  came  from  Kent,  Litehfield  county.  "  An  abstract  of  the 
iteoDd  ladepaDdantoompany  raM  in  the  mm  of  WeMoieiand,  eanunndod 


Digitized  by  Google 


APPBNDIX 


W  Capt  tanel  BantonL"  dated  OmAbt  TOk,  fTH, jooafiiM  te  mmm  4, 

Nathaniel  Church,  John  Cnurch  and  Gideon  Church.  The  pvMeot  ten  on  te 
Kiii£r*ton  flats,  opposite  Mill  Creek,  was  owned  by,  and  the  rpsidenf^f*  r>f  Gid«ii, 
and  the  property  now  belongB  to  his  son,  Wm.  Chuich.  The  reader,  tam*iiar  wtt 
aU  Indian  wan,  win  remflmber  (he  gaHant tnd  uuiiciMBfal Captrin  ClMic|L«to 
was  scarcely  lesF  distin^iishcd  than  Mason,  the  heio  of  dw  Pequot  conqnest  Tkat 
is  no  reason  to  doubt  tliattho  familieswere  of  dwaBBie  origiaal  aiooli,ttMttiaBveif 
early  day  emi^ated  £rom  England. 

In  tiM  liat«f  alum  in  tlMMto,  fomiahed  bgrCdonel  Firanklin,  is  nw 
of  Jod  Church,  who  also  wa»  tfie  brother  of  Gideon.  With  aniy  other  Wymaaim 
people,  nttnuncd  by  alluring  aoooonta  of  the  nchnoaa  of  wofltom  laadaii  wmwmA.  il 
the  iamiiy  removed  to  Ohio. 


NO.  XUY. 
CAPTAIN  &£;ZIN  GERJfi. 

Caftaih  Rkw  Gnue  oommanded  the  aeooad  or  upper  Wttkaabniro  MBpany 

on  the  £atal  3d  *  He  Icf\  three  sons,  the  eldest  only  five  years  of  age,  to  dm  eaaa 
of  hi-*  widow  Driven  with  her  orphan  children  from  the  vnllev,  their  hoii-t>  «nd 
aU  tiieu  papc»  were  consumed  by  fire.  Too  yoimg  to  know  their  iighli»  ui  to 
latnm  and  lepoeooaa  their  &nn— the  tide  papera  baiaff  dfrrtmyitd  tho  Imk  «f 
course  went  into  other  hands.  Captain  Jeremiab  GoMy  ahighly  raapectaUe  fliliaaa 
of  Snsquehannn  county,  recently  deceased,  was  one  of  the  sons.  Tlif  t^tiier 
bn^ers  not  long  since  visited  Wyoming.  We  are  becoming  <M  and  arc  ixkm,'* 
aaid  they,  oor  frdier  fell,  a  oommiaBioned  oflloer,  fighting  the  eoemiea  of  fib«ty 
and  his  country- — we  lost  eveiything,  aTon  the  land.  Is  there  no  redfaaa?  lailMa 
no  aid  to  be  ohtain«>  l  from  the  government  of  the  cmintn  '  '  Tlieir  case  seems 
one  of  great  hardi^hip.  Is  there  one  instance  in  a  hundred  m  which  Coogreas  hare 
giantBo  landa  or  penakma  where  the  olaim  waa  so  strong  as  thiaf 

*  He  was  from  Norwich,  descended  from  ono  of  tho  oliJpjtt  fnmilirs  uf  that  place.  .V 
Mr.  Rczin  Gere  i«  named  la  it«  annali  as  livmg  an  hundred  aud  iilXy  yearn  ago.    Cmpt  G«n 

wa«  aged  40 years  at  the  time  of  hia  death.  Slephea  Gera»of  BrooUja>  Saaqaahaaaa  eoaatf^ 
is  the  oalj  soa  bow  liviag  (June,  1S46). 


NO.  XLV. 
PITT8T0N. 

Is  PitLston  the  leading  families,  during  the  Revolutionary  war.  were  the  Blaa- 
chards,  Browns,  Careys,  BeonettSi  ^^ilbey8,  Marcys,  Benedicis,  St.  Johns,*  Sawyers, 
not  omitting  the  gallant  Cooper.  ObaerFe  fliat  neat  whiia  boose  on  the  plain  «e 
that  white  and  taateiul  dwelling  cm  tlie  hill — both  are  occupied  by  the  deeoendaniB 
of  Cooper.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Benedict  was  the  earliest  mini.ster  there.  Tlio^e  harti^- 
some  buildings  above  Manockasy  belong  to  the  Blanchards.  Captain  Jeremiah 
Blanchard  (tl^  elder)  commanded  the  nttaton  company.  Utqoat  cenjsure  was 
cast  upon  him  by  some  qnendoos  peopta,  beoanse  he  did  not  lead  hia  men  ima 
battle.  The  ^lure  to  do  «o  rirose  neitht^r  from  want  of  courage  nor  patrioti-5Tn.  At 
the  head  of  the  valley,  the  enemy  having  posdoasioii  of  Wintermoot  and  Jenkiae»' 
Forts,  both  in  sight  and  only  separated  from  his  stoccade  by  the  river,  he  could  not 
bsTe  sone  with  his  men  to  Focty  Foit  wilboiil  toaying  tlw  waraaa,  oUdmny  and 
e¥«ry»Mi^giuidgrbiaoaga,  tothfl  oiMapaialajfeiyaf  tfai^^ 
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Zatoion  aod  Kbenezer  Marcy  were  broiiters.  The  painiiil  ciieumatanoeft  eoi^ 
meled  with  Ihe  flight  of  the  wife  of  EbeMMrutelae^^  ThecaMcflhff 

wife  of  Zebulon  waa  still  more  dlBtresaing.  She  fled  with  an  infiant,  six  weeks  oU 
in  her  arms,  at  the  same  time  leadinu:  n  child  two  years  older.  The  oldest  died  in 
tlie  wildemesS}  and  as  there  were  no  means  to  bury  it  decentl^i  they  corered  it  with 
num  and  bark  as  well  aa  they  could,  and  hurried  on,  leamig  tie  nemaaa  to  Ae 
bMMts  of  prey.  The  iofittit  daughter,  Mrs.  Whitmore.  formerly  Mrs.  M'Coid,  is 
now  (Jnnej  1H45)  living  in  Wyoming;  county.  Zebulon  Marcy  after  the  war,  estab- 
lished himaeli  on  a  tine  tann,  on  theXunkbannock,  where  he  exercised  the  duties 
of  a mugiwtiiitft  for  many  yean.  On  the  llth  of  September,  1884,  he  doeed  hie 
«renkfbl  life  at  the  advanoed  age  of  90  years. 

T*ilt-toTi.  though  not  the  most  attractive  in  leferencc  to  soil,  of  the  6^*1  fwv  Incatoil 
townshipt^,  will  probably  prove  the  richest  in  the  valley,  from  its  puAition,  its 
water  power,  and  nnhounded  quaaiiliat  of  availaUe  anthracite. 

*  Daniel  St.  John  was  the  lint  penoa  naidsrsd  after  the  capitiilatioa*  Freaoaaeed  bf 

the  old  people  Seathon. 


NO.  XLVI. 

THE  6AYL0RD  FAMILY. 

Emioratjej}  at  an  early  ilav  to  Wyoming,  from  Norwich.  Justus  Gayiord  com- 
Baeneed  a  aalileiuBot  in  Springfield,  on  ma  Wyaluaiiui^  befoie  Indian  kiililiiiea 
began ;  but  waa  obUged  to  remora  down  the  liTer  to  me  move  densely  populated 

country. 

When  the  independent  companies  were  raised,  two  of  his  sous,  Justua  and 
Amhioie,  enlisted  m  that  of  Captain  Bansom,  and  nerved  during  the  war.  On 
the  r^toration  of  pMoe,  the  old  gentleman  and  his  son  Justus  resumed  their  poa» 
aaasions  at  Wyalusinc;  while  Ambrose  established  himself  at  Braintrim. 

Aholiab  Buck,  captain  of  the  Kin^pton  company,  about  a  year  before  the  battle, 
had  married  Bftts  York,  bom  in  Stomngton.  The  (subsequentlv)  Rev.  Bfiner  Yo^ 
was  her  brother.  Mrs.  Buck  was  iii  Forty  Fort,  having  in  her  aniui  an  infmt 
daughter,  a  few  weeks  old,  when  her  hus»l)aiid  led  his  men  to  the  fir  Id— no  more  to 
return.  Their  flighty  their  scNrrows,  their  deep  Bufferings,  so  similar  to  those  of 
hnndreds  of  others,  it  would  seem  like  repetition  to  relate.  At  (he  eenduaon  of 
the  war,  Justus  Gaylord,  Jr.,  and  Mrs.  Buck  were  married  by  the  Bev.  Mr.  John- 
pon.  The  author  M-aitrd  upon  her  .Tune  25th,  1845,  and  found  the  good  old  lady, 
now  ( iixhty-ei^ht  years  of  age,  m  Ime  health  and  qnrits,  the  prohision  of  lace  upon 
her  cap  Hpeaking  of  habitud  fondneea  for  dieaa,  her  round,  mil  feoe.  and  dieenul 
amdle  indicating  in  early  life,  remarkable  personal  beauty.  She  had  walked  up  a 
mile  to  visit  Mrs.  Taylor,  wiff  nf  Major  John  Taylor,  the  daughter  we  have  ppoken 
of  as  being  on  her  nursing  bosom  in  July,  1778.  Mrs.  Gaylord  never  had  but  that 
one  child.  But  Mrs.  Taylor  has  counted  seventeen,  and  near  fbr^  granddiiidren, 
be^des  mrm  or  eight  great^^eat-grandchildren.  8o  tha^  althfHigh  the  name  of 
Captain  Buck  is  not  peipetnated,  yet  hia  deag  eiidaH  ate  now  immeion%  aod 
"  well  to  live." 

In  1606,  Justus  Gavlord,  Jr.,  was  on  the  ticket  for  assembly.  Luaeme  then 
embiaced  Wyoming,  Soaqnehanna,  and  Bmdfevd,  exoaiit  the  Tfegn  diatiietaat  eff 
toLyeomiag.  The  ▼etea  etood 

Justus  Gaylord,  Jr.,  333 
Justus  Gaylord,  38 

371 

Mo.se  Coolbauijh  .^^4 
Sodiat  if  the  votes  given  without  the  Jr.  were  added  to  his  Ust,  (hit*  father  being  a 

vary  oUmin  and  Beta  eaadidile,)  hAWiedMNn.  flat  th*plBoe  had  not  ohnnt 
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enough  to  induce  the  old  soldier  to  contest  the  election,  and  Mr.  Coolbau^h  took 
the  seat  The  incident  is  mentioned  to  show  the  respect  in  which  he  was  held,  as 
well  as  lo  show  the  fact  that  less  than  400  votes  chose  a  member  of  assembly. 

The  old  gentleman  removed  with  a  son  to  the  Ohio,  where,  at  a  very  advanced 
age,  he  died.    Justus  died  May,  1830,  aged  73. 

Ambrose,  who  settled  in  Braintrim,  married  Eleanor  Corastock,  dauijhter  of 
John  Comstock,  who  came  from  Norwich  west  farms.  Mr.  Gaylord  died  June  12, 
1844,  and  had  he  hved  to  November,  he  would  have  been  95.  His  country  had 
not  entirely  forgotten  him,  for  his  old  age  was  cheered  by  a  pension  of  80  dollars. 
His  good  wife  Eleanor,  with  whom  we  spent  an  hour,  now  (June,  1845.)  82 
years  of  age,  appears  of  perfectly  sound  mind  and  memory.  She  stales  that  her 
i^uher  and  two  brothers  were  in  the  battle,  she  living  in  Forty  Fort  Her  two  bro- 
thers, Kingsley  and  Robert,  were  killed.  Her  father,  e.xhau8ted  in  the  llight.  threw 
himself  beside  a  fallen  tree.  Presently  two  Indians  sprang  upon  it,  intent  on 
those  at  a  distance,  and,  on  stepping  down  to  pursue,  bent  the  bushes  so  as  to 
brush  him.    When  night  came,  ne  found  his  way  to  the  fort. 

Another  branch  of  the  name  settled  in  the  lower  part  of  Wyoming.  The  father 
of  the  late  Charles  E.  Gaylord,  Esq.,  of  Huntington,  died  while  in  the  ser^'ice,  hav- 
ing been  a  member  of  Captain  Durkee's  company.  Lieutenant  Aaron  Gaylord; 
one  of  the  officers  who  fell  in  the  battle,  was  his  brother. 

In  the  queer  poem,  the  American  Revolutionary  War,  in  rh}Tne,  I  find: 

"  Next  Aaron  Gaylord  unto  death  did  yield, 
With  Stoddart  Bowen  on  the  tented  field." 

Dr.  Charles  Gaylord  studied  medicine  after  the  war  with  Dr.  Henderson,  a  di»- 
tinguished  physician  of  Connecticut,  in  comphment  to  whom  he  gave  that  name 
to  his  son,  the  present  merchant  in  Plymouth.  Dr.  Gaylord  died  in  1839,  aged  69 
years. 

Four,  therefore,  bore  arras  for  their  coimtry,  one  of  whom  died  in  the  service, 
and  one  fell  in  batttle. 


NO.  XLVII. 
JOSIAH  ROGERS 

Removed  with  his  fiunily  to  Wyoming,  and  settled  at  Plymouth  in  1776.  Alter 
the  massacre,  with  his  family  he  fled,  taking  liis  course  dovm  the  Susquehanna 
two  days'  journey ;  thence  across  the  mountains  towards  Nortliamptoii  or  Berks. 
Exhausted  by  fatigue,  and  heart-stricken  with  terror,  Mrs.  Rogers  faiuled  upon  the 
journey  ;  and  notwithstanding  the  utmost  aid  was  administered  their  poor  means 
afforded,  she  died  in  the  tcildemfss,  many  miles  from  any  human  habitation.  This 
was  July  the  9th,  1778.  Husband  and  children  gathered  roimd  to  look  upon  the 
pale  face  of  one  who  in  life  they  had  loved  so  fondly.  It  was  a  scene  of  inex- 
pressible sorrow.  A  broken  piece  of  board  that  lay  in  the  path  was  used  for  a 
spade,  and  in  a  hollow  where  a  fallen  tree  had  upturned  its  roots,  a  shallow  grave 
was  dug,  and  her  remains  were  buried  willi  all  the  care  and  respect  their  dis- 
tressed condition  would  allow.  On  the  board  placed  over  the  grave,  this  inscrip- 
tion was  written  with  a  piece  of  charcoal : 

"  Here  rest  tlie  remains  of  Hannah,  wife  of  Josiah  Roocrs,  who  died  while 
fleeing  from  the  Indians  after  the  maseacre  at  Wyoming.'' 

Frail  memorial  of  reverence  and  love !  yet  how  slightly  more  endurable,  hav- 
ing reference  either  to  time  or  eternity,  are  the  costliest  monuments  that  ostenta- 
tious pride,  or  heartfelt  grief,  have  ever  erected,  to  perpetuate  what  the  ine.vorabie 
law  of  nature  has  prescribed  shall  be  forgotten ! 

The  deceased  was  aged  52  years.    Her  maiden  name  was  Hannah  Ford. 

Ou  arriving  at  the  settlement  near  the  Blue  Mountain,  the  some  6)inpathy  and 
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kjndneps  were  exttnided  to  them  which  the  Wyoming  penplo  had  imiiormly  ex- 
perienced from  the  beoevulent  Germaati.  Aiter  an  exile  ul  mme  moulhs,  the 
survivors  of  the  famify  ratamed  to  PlyiMmth,  wImm  dnwer  still  awiiHd  tbera. 

That  the  old  gentleman  was  n  hnraourist  will  be  Been  from  the  account  "iven  of 
his  hair-breadth  escape  from  ludiaa  captiviQr  or  death.  Uift  deMeoduUi  Di..  Joel 
J.  KogerSj  is  the  narrator. 

-  ■  die  spring  of  1779,  the  next  year  after  the  maseaere,  Joeiah  Rofiera. 
my  grrat-Lnr:irulfrit]ier,  having  returned,  ?aid,  '  1  will  lay  my  Umes  in  Wyoming/ 
Indians'  hail  not  for  some  time  beefi  t^f^en  in  the  valley,  and  Capt.  James  Bidlack 
with  Mr.  Kogers,  started  on  horsebaci^  to  go  to  Plymouth  to  aee^  if  eligible  to  re- 
move wHh  their  mmiliee.  Afler  erowingr  riTer  eoroe  eighty  loda  bel^  die  pre" 
eent  bridge,  they  passed  up  the  road,  on  the  township  line,  until  they  were  near 
Toby's  creek,  where  nn  Indian  appeared  imd  rushinff  towards  ihem  from  behind 
the  \nllow8;  wt)ui<i  have  mixed  their  bridles.  He  \vd»  instantly  ioiiowed  by  others, 
and  dw  trembling  wifiows  dien  diadoaed  die  oore  of  the  cieek  above  ihem  lea 
with  Indians.  Biit  a  Yankee,  though  an  old  man,  don't  give  up,  you  know,  with* 
ont<<howing  his  skill.  They  were  unarmed,  but  they  wheeled  tiieir  horse?  stud- 
denH ,  and  made  towards  the  block  house  oo  the  bank  of  the  river.  Capt.  Bidkck's 
nedme  having  an  old  girth,  which  broke,  turned  and  pieeipilated  mni  to  die 
groond.  And  now  came  a  race;  Bidlack  after  Rogers!  But  stepping  onanily 
(laid  over  ^  slough,)  which  inmed  with  him,  Capt.  Bidlack  fell  and  was  imme- 
diately taken  prkoaer.  Now  tlew  the  lead— and  now  flew  mv  grandftuher's  old 
IwiBe,  whaoh,  as  die  old  gentleman  need  to  say.  'didn't  like  the  amell  of  aa  In- 
dian.' One  sav^e,  fleet  of  foot,  came  very  near  hie  horse  but  did  not  quite 
reach  him,  another  wa.s  but  a  ilBw  roda  behind.  He  gnm  quite  iuiiiliar  with  die 
whizzing  of  badls,  but  felt  no  wound. 

**  The  garrison  at  die  block-houfle,  on  hearing  the  firing,  advaeeed  to  thereaooe. 
The  cannon  at  the  Foit  in  Wilkesbarre,  of  which  die  Indians  were  teiribty  afraid, 
was  broufrht  to  l>e3r.  nnrl  (H<=rhar:refl  towards  them,  aurresting  their  pronre?'*  Mv 
great-grand^hcr  wore  a  ti^ht-budied  coat,  and  an  over  coat  ul  llie  same  clolhf 
made  of  wool-coloured,  one  part  butternut,  the  other  blue,  horoespim,  woven, 
and  dreasedf  Ibo.  (honeapun,  you  undecataad).  Coming  to  a  new  coontry,  he 
expected  to  preserve  them  unBullied  for  many  years,  when,  alas!  on  arrivinji  at 
the  block-house,  he  found  tlio  rascals  had  cat  two  holes  through  his  over-coat, 
passing  in  near  the  t^mall  of  the  back  on  one  side,  coming  out  eight  inches  from 
It  on  the  odier,  widi  a  rent  of  a  finger^  breadth  in  hia  dght-bodied  coat.  For 
many  yearR  he  wa^  compelled  tn  wear,  when  abroad  and  at  meeting,  die  endeooa 
of  Indian  i^kill  in  shooiin;;  at  a  mark." 

The  capture  of  jroung  Josiah  Kogers  (with  I'ikc  and  Van  Campen)  is  related  in 
evr  antiaiai 

Josiah  Ro!;ere  live<l  to  the  s^ood  old  ivjo  nf  96  yeaia^  aad  died  in  1816,  hia  widi 
being  accorded  "  to  lay  his  bones  at  Wyoming," 

The  family  were  highly  respectable,  and  remarkable  for  their  inlelligenoat 
Nmataefa  of  die  name  bUU  rende  in  the  lower  part  of  Wyoming. 


NO.  XLV. 

COLONEL   ZEBULON  BUTLER. 

As  the  bioTmphv  of  Wn^hin'jtnn  ip  the  «tory  of  the  Revolution,  50  the  life  of 
Col.  Zebulon  Builcr  is  the  History  of  Wyomiiijz.  Almost  every  letter  of  our  annals 
bears  the  impress  of  his  name,  aiid  is  a  record  of  his  deeds.  A  liberal  and  natural 
einioeily  would  lead  to  the  desire,  to  learn  something  of  the  early  life  of  a  man  ao 
distinguished— for  !:e  wa.-<  in  full  manhood  when  he  miule  his  first  appearance  on 
the  wjiters  of  the  Si!=qn<'hanna.  A  native  of  Lyme,  New  I,r»ndon  (^ount>'.  Zebu- 
lon ikitler  waii  boru  in  1731.    From  the  ueat  hand- writing  and  business  style  oi 
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John  Butler,  his  father,  it  may  be  inferred  that  the  education  of  the  parent  had  not 
been  neglected.  It  would  seem  probable  that  both  parents  came  from  England. 
A  bill  ot"  exchange  drawn  in  favour  of  Jacob  Hurd,  on  Mr.  Samuel  Storke,  for  £S0 
sterling,  in  February,  1746,  would  show  business  transactions  of  some  importance 
abroad.  Another  paper  leads  to  the  conclusion  that  the  sum  was  part  of  a  legacy 
to  Mr.  John  Buder  s  wife,  of  several  hundred  pounds.    In  an  old  bill, 

John  Butler  to  Jacob  Hurd 
Is  charged,  cash  paid,  £190 — Gold  ear  rings, — A  gold  ring, — Several  ounces  of 
silver, — A  note  of  liand  for  £300,  payable  six  months  after  date,  and  cash  iu  fiiil, 
— With  various  otlier  charges  amounting  to  £710  10s. 

On  the  breaking  out  of  what  is  usually  called  "  the  Old  French  War,"  Zebulon 
Butler  entered  the  military  service  of  his  country,  bearing  the  commi.«»ion  of  en- 
sign, in  one  of  the  Provincial  companies,  raised  by  Connecticut  for  the  crown.  On 
the  northern  frontier,  particularly  at  Ticoiideroga  and  Crown  Point,  his  ambitioo 
was  soon  gratified,  by  entering  upon  a  field  of  stirring  and  honourable  action.  So 
early  as  1761,  he  had  attained  the  rank  of  captain,  and  tne  following  year  sailed  with 
his  company  on  the  memorable  expedition  to  the  Havana.  In  the  perils,  ihe  glory 
and  the  accjuisitions  of  the  capture  of  that  important  place,  Captain  Butler  shared. 
Whether  his  future  companions  iu  arms.  Captains  Durkee  and  Ransom,  served  a.* 
subordinates  in  these  early  campaigns,  is  not  certainly  known,  but  is  rendered  pro- 
bable from  tlie  fact  that  both  were  oHicers  in  the  Old  French  War,  and  the  three 
were  in  the  Wyoming  conflicts,  early  associated  in  friendship  and  action  together. 

Peace  was  concluded  with  France,  and  in  1763,  the  Provincial  troops  were 
disbanded.  The  emigration  of  Captain  Butler  to  Wyoming  in  1769,  and  subse- 
quent events,  in  which  he  bore  a  part  up  to  the  Revolutionary  War,  have  been  fuUy 
narrated.  Soon  adter  the  contest  with  Great  Britain  commenced.  Captain  Butler 
received  the  appointment  of  lieutenant  colonel  of  a  regiment  in  the  Connecticut 
line  of  the  army,  and  in  September,  1778,  he  "  was  appointed  full  colonel  to  the  laie 
Charles  Webb's  regiment,  against  the  will  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Sherman,  who 
intended  to  have  had  the  regiment."  This  extract  of  a  letter  from  Colonel  Thoraas 
Grosvenor,  dated  1778,  is  reganied  as  important,  because  it  shows  the  excellent 
standing  and  popularity  of  Colonel  Butler,  the  fall  ummediatcly  after  the  massacre, 
when  time  sutficient  had  elapsed  for  the  country  and  constituted  authorities  per- 
fectly to  ascertain  the  merits  or  defects  of  his  conduct  on  that  memorable  and 
tr)'ing  occasion.  When  it  is  recollected  that  Lieutenant  Colonel  Sherman,  his  com- 
petitor for  the  office,  was  the  brother  of  the  distinguished  Rf^er  Sherman,  and  that 
Colonel  Butler  was  absent  while  his  rival  was  upon  tlie  ground,  tlie  commission 
reflects  more  than  common  honour  upon  the  recipient.  A  brief  note  to  that  letter 
in  the  hand-writing  of  Colonel  Wyllys,  among  the  most  able  and  excellent  leailers 
in  Connecticut,  though  not  veiy  important  in  the  matter  contained,  is  copied  becaa«e 
it  shows  the  kind  and  respectful  feelings,  at  that  interesting  moment,  that  prevailed 
in  respect  to  Colonel  B. 

"  Colonel  Wyllys  desires  his  best  compliments  to  Colonel  BuUer  and  would  have 
written,  but  hopes  Mr.  Gore  will  give  him  an  account  of  our  present  situation,  and 
as  Mr.  G.  sets  out  ui  the  morning  begs  the  colonel  to  accept  this 

From  his  humble  servant 

Samuel  Wyllys.** 

After  being  withdrawn  from  Wyoming,  Colonel  Butler  served  with  honour  to  the 
close  of  the  contest,  and  when  the  army  was  disbanded^  returned  to  his  residence 
in  Wilkesbarre,  where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life,  the  prudent  but  steady 
supporter  of  the  rights  of  the  settlers,  looking  confidently  to  the  justice  of  Pennsyl- 
vania to  settle  the  existing  controversy  by  an  equitable  compromise.  Such  was 
the  estimation  in  which  he  was  held  that  in  1787,  on  the  establishment  of  Luzerne, 
he  received  from  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  the  honourable  appointment  of 
lieutenant  of  the  county,  which  he  held  until  the  office  was  abr(^ted  by  the 
new  constitution  of  1790. 

On  the  28th  of  July,  1795,  aged  64  years,  this  gallant  soldier  and  estimable 
citizen  resigned  his  breath  to  God  who  gave  it,  and  his  remains  were  interred  iu 


Digitized  by  Google 


the  Gpravej-ard  in  Wilkcsbarre,  Among  other  marks  of  respect  paid  to  his  memorj*, 
a  monody  of  a  dozen  verses  was  whuen,  one  of  which  was  inscribed  on  hifl  tomo- 
atooe. 

"  Ditlfaignislied  by  his  usefiifaieM 

At  home  and  when  abroad 
In  court,  in  camp,  and  in  recav 
Protected  still  by  God." 

Colonel  Butler  was  thrice  married.  First  to  Miss  Ellen  Lord  before  his  emigra< 
4ioa  :6rom  Connecticut  The  fruit  of  this  vmoa  was  two  children.  The  late  Gea. 
Lord  Butler  and  Mis.  Welles,  consort  of  Ifae  late  Roswell  Welles,  Esq.,  a  lawyer  of 
banclsame  talents  and  attainments,  who  in  his  day,  was  judge  of  the  court,  colonel  of 
a  rPETiment,  an  d  '^evenl  times  member  of  Assembly.  One  daughter  of  Judge  Welle'? 
is  livim|y  Ma.  linnet  Cowles,  consort  of  Colonel  Cowks^  ]*amungu>u,  Ccnmecti- 
out  Loid  had  intennairied  with  the  dangfaler  of  Abel  Fiefce,  Esq.  Thatr  mos, 
several  of  whom  are  now  living,  are  Pierce,  John,  Chester,  Zebulon  and  hatd. 

Pierce  is  a  farmer  on  the  fine  plantation  running  from  the  river  a  few  rods 
above  the  bridge  to  the  village  oi  Kmgi>ton.  The  Kev.  Zebulau  Butler  is  the 
esieemed  pastor  of  a  Presb>nenan  congregation  at  Port  Gibson,  Mississippi.  John, 
Cheater  and  Lord,  residing  in  Wilkenante.  ate  amopgHt  tls  most  aodTe  business 
men.  Sylvina,  the  eldest  daughter,  several  years  since  deceased,  was  the  wife  of 
the  Hon.  Garrick  Mallery.  Ruth  Ann,  the  second  daughter,  is  married  to  the  Hon. 
John  N.  Conyngham,  piesident  judge  of  this  judicial  district.  Phebe,  married  to 
Dr.  Donalson,  has  removed  with  her  husband  to  Iowa. 

Tlie  second  wifr  of  ('olonel  Bvitlf^r  was  Miss  Johnson,  daughter  of  the  first  Gospel 
minister  of  Wyoming.  Their  union  was  brief,  and  a  son,  the  late  Captain  Zehnlon 
Butler,  their  only  child.  Of  dark  complexion, his  black  eye,  when  cheerfully  ani- 
mated, wa.s  brUliant  and  pleasing.  This  son  wasbandsome,  and  from  his  extremely 
fine  form,  he  was  eminently  attractive.  His  step  was  elastic  but  firm,  his  head 
erect,  his  carriage  noble.  It  wius  s;n*d  he  was  proud.  In  command  of  his  company 
on  purado,  he  looked  every  inch  a  man. '  Honourable,  generous,  higli-spirited, 
he  seemed  to  pant  for  a  wider  field,  and  more  eieking  scenes  of  action.  In  ndliag 
the  bullet,  and  other  atWetic  exercises,  lie  had  no  superior.  Tlie  %vriter  knew, 
admired  and  estcf^m^'d  liim  He  was  cut  oti  in  the  prime  ot"  lite,  and  his  numerous 
and  interesting  tamiiy  are  widely  scattered:  it  is  hoped  prosperously  situated. 

While  on  duty  at  West  Point,  near  die  oloie  of  tm  war,  Cokmel'Biitler  married 
his  third  wife,  Miss  Phebe  Haight.  Three  children,  by  this  marriage,  sun  ive. 
Stuben  Butler,  Esq.,  of  Wilkesbarre,  sometime  since  commissioner  of  the  county, 
and  for  inany  years  editor  of  the  Wyoming  Herald.  Lydia,  who  intermarried  with 
Geoige  Griffin,  Esq.,  of  New  Yoric.  The  late  Rev.  Edmund  Griffin,  whose  aoco- 
rate  and  extensive  teaming,  and  brilliant  talents,  gave  promise  of  unusual  useful- 
n«*ss  and  fame,  and  whose  early  t\e-Af]]  was  so  deeply  lamented,  wn^^  the  grandson 
of  Colonel  Butler.  Mrs.  Kobinson  (whoi»e  late  husband.  Mr.  John  iiobiuson,  was 
a  diieot  deaoendant  of  the  pilgrim  minister) ,  is  the  Aitd  enild.  Their  only  dauji^ter 
intermarried  with  H.  B.  Wright,  Esq.,  recently  Speaker  of  theHouae  of  Assembly. 
We  cannot  refrain  from  the  remark,  that  it  is  at  once  curious  and  pleasing,  that  twd 
Speakers  of  the  House,  and  two  president  judges,  have  been  so  intimately  con- 
nected with  the  ancient  Wjromins  sttfferem. 

The  i^iatingiiii^vi^  tnits  of  Colonfll  Butler's  character  were  activity,  energr,  a 
high  ^onse  of  hoooor,  m  oouage  momL  and  pcofesnonal,  that,  when  duty  called, 
knew  no  tear. 
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WYOMING  1£ASSACR£. 

The  Bdhd  whicb  foQowa,  composed  soon  after  the  bstsle,  bat  serer  W> 

fore,  that  I  can  learn,  appeared  in  print.   Mr.  Joel  J.  Rogers,  to  whan  t 

am  indebted  for  this  interesting  relic  of  the  olden  time,  says,  "  Written  by 
Mr.  Ufiiili  Terry,  of  Kingston — so  i^iiys  my  father.  Copied  by  Uncle  Jo- 
siah  from  a  manuscript,  Dec.  30,  1785.  Sixty  yean>ago."  These  **  uncouiu 
rhymes''  which 

Implore  the  pMsiag  tribate  of  a  ngh,'* 

I  cauMl  doafat  will  be  acceptable  to  the  antiquanBii. 


I,  Kind  Heftven,  aauat  the  tiemUing  mnee* 
While  she  attempts  to  tell 
Of  poor  Wyoming's  oTerthiow« 
By  savage  sons  of  hell. 

9*  One  hundTed  whitest  in  painted  hae. 
Whom  Butler  there  did  lead* 
Supported  by  a  barbarous  crew 
Of  the  fierce  savage  breed. 

d.  The  last  of  Jnne  the  alege  begaut 
And  aerenl  days  It  held, 
While  many  abmve  and  valiant  man 
Lay  slaughtered  on  the  field. 

4.  Our  troops  marched  out  from  Foitj  Forty 
The  third  day  of  Jniyt 
Three  hundred  strong*  they  march  akaigt 
The  fiite  of  war  to  try. 

6.  But  oh  I  aksl  three  htmdred  men> 
Is  much  too  small  a  band^ 
To  meet  eight  hundred  men  GQQipiete» 
And  make  a  glorious  stand. 

6.  Four  miles  they  marched  from  the  Fort 
Their  enemy  to  meet, 
Too  far  indeed  did  Butler  lead» 
To  keep  a  safe  retreat. 
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7*  And  DOW  the  fatal  hour  is  com»>^ 
They  hrayely  charge  the  foe, 
And  they  with  ire,  returned  the  firei 
Which  pn>T*d  OUT  oreithniw* 

$•  Soma  minittes  they  mutained  the  fire, 
Bat  ere  they  were  aware 
They  were  encempaned  all  aroand 
Which  prer'd  a  &tal  snare* 

9.  And  then  they  did  attempt  to  fly» 
But  all  was  now  in  Tain,; 
Yluir  little  host— hy  lar  the  nuiet— > 
Was  hy  those  Indians  shin* 

Ml  And  as  they  fly,  for  qnaiten  cry ; 
Oh  hear!  indulgent  Heaven  1 
Hard  lo  rebte— their  dreadful  ftte, 
No  quarters  must  be  given. 

II*  With  hitler  cries  and  moamM  sighs 
They  seek  some  safe  retreat. 
Bun  here  and  there,  they  know  not  where. 
Till  awfol  death  they  meet. 

IS*  Tlieir  piercing  cries  sslute  the  8kie»— 
Mercy  is  all  their  cry: 
«Oar  souls  prepare  God*s  gmee  to  share, 
We  instantly  must  die*** 

19*  Some  men  yet  feond  are  flying  round 
Sagacious  to  get  clear ; 
In  vain  to  fly,  their  foes  too  nigh! 
They  front  they  ilank  and  rear. 

14.  And  now  the  foe  hath  won  the  day, 
Methinks  their  words  are  these  : 
*•  Ye  cursed,  rebel,  Yankee  race, 
Will  this  your  Congress  please?** 

16.  "  Your  pardons  crave,  you  them  shall  luive, 

B<  hold  them  in  our  hands; 
We'll  all  nrrroc  to  sot  yon  free, 
By  dashing  out  yoiu  brains. 

B 


•    •  • 


Mr  •'And ute yv^f  eoljilpd 

We*ll  raise  your  honowB  highfti 
Pray  t»ta  your  eye,  where  you  i^j^ 
In  yonder  burjiji^  fijc^." 

17.  Then  naked  in  thoae  flamef  tJ^*i<^C9^ 

Too  dreadful  *tis  to  tell, 

Wiicro  tiiey  mu**!  fr)',  and  bum^a^d  di^^^ 
While  cursed  Xa^aui|  jelU. 

38r  Nor  son,  nor  sire,  these  tigers  ?pa^tj^ 
The  ycuih,  and  hoary  liead» 
Were,  by  those  monsters  murdered,  UwyP^ 
And  numibc^  wilh  l^^  dead* 

19.  Mcihifiki^  I  hear  some  sprightly  yQ^)J^ 
His  mournful  state  condole  : 
**  O,  that  my  tender  parents  la^v^ 
The  angtiiial)  qC.q^/wsmJL 

But  O I  there's  none  to  save  njiy 
Or  heed  my  dreadful  fear; 
isee  the  tomaliawk  and  knife, 
And  the  moK  glitteiiyg; 

2I0  •♦Wheii  years  ago,  1  dandled  'vaois 
Upon  my  parent's  knees, 
I  Kttle  thought  I  should  be  biom^ 
To  feel  such  paogi  as  thim% 

2SL  **I  hoped  for  many  a  joy(ul  di^^ 
I  hoped  for  riehe0'  store — 
These  goklen  dreama^m  flelaDr»;f  f 
I  abaij^ht  ahaU  ba  no  mw* 

88.    Farewell,  foofl  mgUi/Qri,  laffi  I  wvtr 
Locked  up  in  your  emJtnWfSi 
Tom  bean  would  sche,  and  even  bieattr 
If  3m  could  kwfw  myjGM* 

34.  "  FareweU,  indulgent  parenia  deax» 
I  muai'ieaigpii  niy  loealihi 
I  now  moat  dio^  and  bmnnmlili^ 
In  the  cold  anqa  of  dcfitfu 


^  "For  O !  the  fatal  liour  is  OMK, 
I  SOP  the  bloody  knite,^ 
The  Lord  have  mercy  on  my  soul!" 

^  A  dolefai  theme ;  yet,  peseite  moM^ 
Pursue  the  dolefU  thami: 
It  is  10  £Mi«y  t»  dehMb» 

97.  The  FiArty  Fort  v,'m  the  resort^ 
For  moibev  «Bd  ibrchyd,' 
To  sare  them  ktm  tbe  cruel  ngtr 
Of  the  fiesQs  nvflgv  wiM» 

98*  Now,  when  the  neip»«f  tkm  d<iBit» 
Had  sounded  in  m  ears, 
Ton  if«i  nmy  know  our  dmdAii  'wmi 
And  ooz  fonMlag  ftiMi 

89.  A  detoiri  namid  iy  wrhfapwid  twindi 
The  mm  nmr  liidni  kie  held? 
Tbeiightlj  gtan  farhodee  cwr  desnw 
WeaUduitteiMtbedMd. 

30*  Hoir  CMi  ^  heif  lbs  drtMUU  flpcmv 
The  lomnbawk  ittd  harift  t 
And  if the  snrftrigm^ 

Will  lob  OS  of  onr  Itfk. 

81.  Bat  Heaven!  kind  Heaven,  piopitioafl  pom 
Hie  hand  we  mnit  adore ; 
He  did  aesoage  the  savage  lage. 
That  they  dwiild  Idtt  no  nune. 

89.  The  gloomy  night  now  gone  and  pastt 
The  sun  lekoms  again. 

The  little  birds  from  every  hush, 
Seem  to  lament  the  slain. 

33.  With  aching  hearts  and  tremUing  hands 

We  walked  here  and  there, 
Till  through  the  northern  pines  we  saw, 
A  flag  approaching  acai. 


APPENDIX. 
Onr  eolonei  im  tha  ehia^ 

WllO  MMH  IQlllfllBd  Itti  HI  hSM  dMitllf 

Hb  laought  aadiiv  kiL 

85.  Thiidbekif  WMgsaiiliadliiB, 
But  then  w«  suMt  fio  sum 

Pretend  to  fight  with  Britam's  kiugt 
Until  the  wars  are  o'er. 

36.  And  now  poor  Westmoreland  is  losty 

Our  lurtb  aie  ail  resigned. 
Our  buildings  they  are  all  on  hre^— 
What  shelter  can  we  find  I 

37.  They  did  agree  in  black  and  whue. 

If  we'd  lay  down  our  arms, 
That  all  who  pleased  iniL^hi  <^uieiiy 
BffiPBin  upon  their  larms. 

88.  But  O !  they've  robbed  us  of  our  ail. 

They've  taken  all  but  life, 
And  we'll  rejoice  and  bless  the  Jjoxdt 

If  this  may  end  the  striib* 

39.  And  now  I've  told  my  moumfui  taiey 
I  hope  you'll  all  agree, 
To  help  our  cause  and  hraak  the  jaw» 
Of  cruel  lynomy* 
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<*  DMttii  ia  Che  wont — a  (hte  that  all  muat  try — 
And  for  our  country  MIh  a  bliss  to  die: 
The  saUaat  moo,  Uiougb  slaia  in  fifht  he  be» 
Tet  le«««e  Ma  ttatfoa  aafe,  Ma  ohilc 
Entails  a  debt  on  nil  tlie  grateful  «tnt( — 
Hie  own  hrave  friends  ahaJl  glory  in  hia  fiito} 
Hie  wiib      boMoT'd;  all  u»  mot  aiioeewl, 
And  kte  pMlmt7  «^Jo7  the  dMd.** 

luAo,  Book^  15j  f .  6t>d. 

Not  donbtiog  it  will  proTe  a  sul^eel  of  iBtorMt  to  many  mderB,  and  paiiispslv 
a  matter  of  useful  reference  hfreafter,  we  pioeeed  to  place  oo  record  thf  measures 
adopted  to  procure  the  erection  of  a  rooaument  over  the  remains  of  Uio^e  patrioto 
who  ML  in  the  hnttfO]  and  dia  Heps  which  ware  taken  to  dibtain  fiom  Coaneotkmt 
tome  mark  of  leoQgnilifla  aiid  le^^  in  leqni^ 
people  in  her  cause. 

So  early  aa  1S09|  36  years  agO|  several  essays  were  pnl^ished  intended  to 
awaken  public  attentioo  to  the  fitness  of  erecting  a  moomnent  orer  lb»  ramavia  of 
those  who  fell  in  the  battle.  Among  odieiB^  it  being  tlx?  M^cond  or  dlild  written 
by  the  author  of  tliis  woik|  the  ioUowiag  ^peaied  in  the  Wiikeabane  paper  of 
Nov.  3d  of  that  year. 

"THE  WYOMING  MASSACRE. 

.'Mas  ! — the  horrors  of  that  Moo<ly  poene  arc  ptill  fresh  in  my  recollection. 
Tho  tinie  tliat  has  i>a8^d  since  tluit  fatal  day  seems  only  like  n  dream  oi  the  night, 
tuid  all  the  circumstances  of  the  buttle  ri^e  on  my  memory  like  the  events  of  yes- 
terday. I  behold  onr  litdo  band  of  wairioia,  fau  of  anlonr,  marching  forth  to  the 
engagement :  1  i^ee  the  commander,  finn  and  steatly,  cheering  the  soldiers  to  do 
their  duty  like  men  worthy  of  th»>mselves  and  worthy  of  their  countr}\  I  well 
remember,  on  the  mommg  ot  the  Uittle.  an  old  man — God  bless  his  memory,  for  he 
wasabraveone— whoinsiflledonjobnifffhelilflebaBdofpatriota.  Hohadfiranfat 
under  Wolfe  at  Qnelxv,  and  liad  approved  niniselfa  soldier,  but  age  had  tmnerved  his 
arm.  and  the  frosts  of  sevent)-  wuiters  had  whitened  his  locks  like  the  snowfl  that 
crown  Uie  summit  of  Colopaxi.  Two  of  hi^  sons  had  already  joined  tlie  troops; 
a  younger  one  of  serenteen  was  preparing  to  fcUow.  The  dram  aoonded  the 
alarm,  the  hum  of  active  preparation  arose  from  the  camp;  the  old  man's  eye 
beamed  with  the  ardmir  of  Oh-  warrior;  his  soul  swclU'd  with  the  proud  hope  that 
he  could  be  useful  to  his  counirv ;  he  seb^  his  riHe,  and  vuin  were  the  entreaties 
of  his  son;  his  danghter  dissuaded  him  in  vain;  he  rushed  to  the  camp  rasolved 
to  conquer  or  to  perish.  The  battle  raged  on  our  right.  Brandt  with  nis  savage 
myrmidon*  poured  from  the  tliickft  that  flanked  onr  left  winj::  rain  were  all  our 
ertorts  to  bear  up  against  the  va^t  superiority  of  numbers.  Like  a  torrent  from  the 
monnlain  aweUed  widi  ceaseless  lain,  pouring  with  irresisdUe  Any  on  ^  TsOey, 
so  poured  forth  the  herds  of  savages  fit>m  their  coverts  on  our  devoted  lt>fl,  until 
retreat  was  hopeless  and  victory  impowible.  Fickle  fortune  smiled  lor  awhile  on 
our  r^zht.  There  the  gallant  Butler,  cool  and  intrepid,  directed  the  storm.  He  rode 
sleaduy  in  onr  front  pressed  on  the  fee,  and  victory  hovered  over  and  &aned  Inm 
widi  her  jMnions.  But  alas,  unsustained,  every  effort  wa.H  vain,  and  the  reluctant 
retTf  f<f  ^'  ^on-ed  by  a  prudent  atTe<'tion  for  the  safety  of  the  troops  that  wore  left. 
Tlien  toilowed  ail  the  fury  of  savage  warfare.  Fiends  seemed  to  have  joined  the 
engagement  I  slin  hear  the  savage  yell  rise  and  mingle  widi  the  groans  of  the 
dying.  1  seethe  spear  glaam  diaiidfai,  as  it  flieaaad  amali  iti  noiiin.  I  saw 
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Ilie  <ild  nun  turn  like  a  woanded  panther  on  the  foe :  three  savages  ieQ  by  his 

arm,  but  a  fourth  cleft  his  white  locks  :  he  died  gloriously.  Ruin  wide  aud  aw -I 
extended  o'er  the  plains,  Tlie  flames  of  our  habitations  rose  and  thr^-w  a  lu&a 
li^ht  athwart  the  gloom  of  the  evening.  But  dreadful  was  the  night  thai  foUav«d. 
Ine  fearful  anxiety  of  the  friends  of  thode  who  wentlo'tetle,  the  agonizing  erie! 

of  those  who  had  fnnpn  aliv  e  inio  the  hands  of  the  ravages,  the  horrors  of  the  r:  '- 

night  •^icrificr'    all  >   rrn  a  at-t»nt»  that^  ftVAn  at  thU  Higtanl  Hay^  thfft  miwrl  ^^fllT* 

template  wiUiout  horror. 

Few  only  eecaped  the  dangliler.  Many  were  Ifaelmve  men  wlio  fsQ.  Kem 

have  I  rested  in  quiet  since  that  day,  because  no  testimonial  of  rcspert  has  bem 
paid  to  the  memory  of  the  blain.  Now  eince  it  profw>se(l  lo  raise  a  monuipcm 
over  them  do  I  rejoice.  Our  old  men  will  bo  giud  liiai  utoee  who  fell  in  the  caose 
of  freedom  are  not  onnmded.  Our  young  men  shall  gadier  Toand  fhe  Umki 
reflect  on  the  virtues  of  their  fathers  ;  their  ^ouh  shall  catch  fire  as  at  the  ahar— 
they  shall  swear  a  new  devotion  to  liberty,  and  new  fealty  to  their  oountij.  Xlv 
shaii  tiio  moniunent  do  justice  to  the  memory  of  departed  patriots. 

"Tkd  old  ahall  be  gratified;  the  young  ^hall  be^  mspired— I  wiD|^hre  wgfwH^ 
with  pleasure.   Where  is  the  patriot  who  will  not?" 

Snbseuuently,  in  March,  1810,  an  irresular  ode,  of  soul-stinincr  InterMt,  ante^ 
stood  to  be  Drom  the  pen  of  Cha&lss  F.  Wklls,        waa  published.. 


«WARRIOR8  OF  WTOMIKQ. 

^^O!  haughty  was  the  hour, 
The  hum^  Ae  brave  arn^i 
Wbon  aallied  forth  Wyomiiig's  powCTi 
Upon  the  battto  day. 

But  soon,  when  hemmed  by  sadden  foes^ 
They  gathered  roond  to  nght  and  il^ 

0!  horrid  was  the  shout  that  rose, 
And  kmg  and  deep  the  djpiageiy. 

^'  Fierce  was  the  flglit  ot  nitron^  dec^air 
And  fierce  the  aavage  yell. 
And  dr^ulftrl  was  the  carnage  where 
Hie  wanion  oC  Wyoming  fett. 

"  No  shouting  of  victorious  pride 

Deceived  the  brare  man's  dying  breath, 
But  murder  ra^'d  on  everv'  f*ide, 
Aiul  heavy  Uows^  and  blood  and  death. 

'*  0,  fi}p<Mny  was  the  day, 

When  me  widow'd  mother  beard 

The  roar  of  battle  die  away, 
And  no  returning  band  i^^fieai'd. 

«No  more  their  boramg  hamlela  ^eam, 

Along  the  narrow  heath, 
Nor  stretchtn?  o'er  the  midni^  fltraaniy 
Reflect  the  tire  of  death. 

"No  mote  their  little  fort  toomd, 

The  warriors  of  Wyoming  throng, 
Tb^y  sleep  beneath  tlu?  fro:^f  n  LTourid 
Where  the  wind  howk  k>ud  ami  ioo^. 
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^  And  ihittre  ihe  j^ltnsinsr  tmT«n9r  fiadf 
No  grave  stone  rieupj  nl-h, 
Whore  the  tall        5 1  i  mis  and  fhd  lulUow  Wandi 
May  eddy  lound  aiid  sigh. 

''O)  when  dull  &eir  olent  ham» 

Its  rnoumfal  g^ory  gain! 
Hie  volliHil  roar  anH  muffled  druniy 
lu  honour  ol  the  warrior  alam? 

''O,  when  thaU  lue,  wMi  oht^t  ld  heed. 

The  tall  frtone  o'er  their  burial  place,  • 
Where  the  winds  may  sijih  for  the  rallant  dead 
And  the  dry  ^idna  rubtie  round  it<i  ba^e  V' 


held  and  reaolutionfl  adopted  fiivourablo  to  the  eibfect,  but  fh» 

people,  poor,  and  iiidf^btpd  for  Iheir  land.  \v<»re  not  able  to  meet  the  f  tix^itsp.  Nor 
wiii  this  be  r^arded  centiurable  or  strange  when  it  recollected  that  the  Bunker 
HiU  Moninnent,  loested  in  ihe  richest  and  most  populous  part  of  the  Union,  has 
but  recently  been  completod. 

Snb'^eijuently,  iiiegular  nntl  yr^  inpfficipnt  TDovf^mf^rt!''  were  mnde  to  the  end  in 
¥iew,  and  much  of  the  granite  licvvn  and  drawn  to  the  sacred  spot,  where  (through 
die  instnimentaltty  of  an  old  settler)  the  long  forgotten  place  of  interment  had  been 
discovered. 

Public  attention  havin  j  in  1839  hc(^n  nwakened  to  the  claims  of  Wyominrr  upon 
Connecticut,  a  comnuUec  wai»  appomttxl  by  a  meeting  of  ancient  suderecs  to 
ropetr  to  Hartford  and  solicit  of  the  Assembly  aid  to  finish  the  monument 

Confident  in  the  jus^ce  of  a  much  larger  claim  of  ri^^ht  upon  Connecticut,  the 
committee,  consisting  of  Gen.  Wrn.  I'o'^^,  Cnpt.  HczeKia'i  P.jr^nn'?  mid  Charles  Mi- 
ner, ail  natives  of  that  state,  repaired  to  llartiord.  Their  petition  was  presented 
by  La&yette  S.  Foster,  Esq.,  one  of  the  repren^entaiives  from  Norwich,  and  a  joint 
MmBiiMeo  of  the  Senate  and  Honae  appointed  for  its  considerBlioii.  After  an  elo- 
<]uent  appeal  hy  Tsaac  Toucey.  Esq.,  a  report  was  made  unaniroonsty  in  favour  of 
the  grant  of  ^3000  asked.  In  tho  House  it  wa-s  most  ably  supported  by  Mr.  Foster, 
assisted  by  Dr.  Woodward  and  several  other  gentlemen,  (nil  rejected,  between 
ei.Tty  and  seventy  members  voting  in  its  &voar.  Gov.  Ellsworth  had  expressed 
his  individual  wishes  that  somothinir  shouldlv  iriven.  and  tho  committeo,  from 
tho  favourable  impression  matic,  and  the  mass  of  int('rp?tiiig  matter  found  at  Harl- 
it>rd,  returned,  entertaining  confident  expectations  ihax  a  succeeding  Assembly, 
would  grant  the  prayer  of  the  petition. 

In  May,  184 1,  a  new  memorial  was  prpsenfod  to  the  assembly  :  Chester  Butler, 
and  Henr)'  Pettebnnc.  K«r;rs.,  and  Capt.  11.  Parsons,  wlio  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee for  that  purpose^  having  repaired  to  Hartford.  The  grounds  of  claim  are 
set  forth  in  the  nllowing  propositiottt.  The  frets  being  undeninUe,  the  pnUio  wfll 
Judge  of  their  weip^it : 

"  First.  Because  Wyoming  was  settled  under  the  authority  of  Conn<^ticut  as 
part  oi  the  slate,  under  her  charter,  in  the  assertion  and  defence  of  her  claims 
west  of  Now  Yotk. 

''Second.  Because  Connecticut  extended  her  laws  here,  claimed  jurisdiction, 
collected  taxes,  authorized  the  election  of  representatives  to  her  assembly,  and,  in- 
deed, recognized  this  town  to  be,  what  it  really  was,  a  part  and  parcel  of  the  state. 

"Thirdly.  Becaase  tho  ttoops  raised  hi  Wyontinf  in  tho  Rmliitioa  were  oon- 
sidered  as  Connecticut  troops-— credited  as  port  of  her  Kne  on  the  Continent^ 
establishment — makintx  np  p^rt  of  her  quota  rerpiired  by  CongRNMy  and  lOndeihlg 
eiiicient  and  honourable  service  to  the  state  during  the  war. 

u  Fooithly.  Beemse,  while  dioae  aernooi  were  Ifaiis  randering,  and  aBegiamt 
<rfieerfully  accorded,  the  parent  state,  from  its  distance  and  other  causes,  coold 
not,  and  did  not.  perform  its  correlidvo  duty  froUtOiiMkf  aad  guard'  Wyoodng 
from  the  danger  that  mmatxtd  her. 
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^'  Fifthly.  Becavuse  the  able-bodied  men  of  the  settlement  being  drawn  awjcj  io 
h0r  line  of  the  armfo—die  people  bein^  unprotected,  the  British  and  sarmgm  can* 
down,  Blaiightnrrtl  mariv  ofher  iiihalilta'its— deva^.lii{t;J  tlie  whole  sftllemenl  wi& 
Hre  and  ^wonl,  to  tiu?  total  loss  ot  houses,  bams,  cattle|  and  tbe  yearns  banroai  to 
the  utter  ruiu  of  every  tiling  but  the  naked  soil. 

Sixthly.  Because,  diaoouraging  aaldie  eueameteiioet  weie^  the  wuriuw 
T^mipfl  to  vVyomiTii;— rrnt'Wf'd  tlie  sfttlomorit,  n-J  porsevered  m  maintamiligp 
clainiB  of  Connwticut,  iincter  hor  charterod  hunts,  to  her  wp«tem  land?. 

Seventhly.  Btxause,  ui  tlio  thial  adjui>Unenl  of  her  laud  claimii,  Coonecticot 
retained,  or  obtained,  the  Western  Reaefre  in  Ohio,  embracing  120  miles  in  longi- 
tude west  of  Pennsylvania,  by  a  dey:rep  niid  two  minutes  of  latitude,  contaijiirur 
five  millions  of  acres  of  lain! — a  territory  larijer  than  the  whole  preueiit  limit*  <*f 
the  state;  of  which  Reserve,  if  it  belonged  originally  to  Connecticut.  Westmorelaod  or 
Wyoming,  as  a  part  of  the  state,  mi^  reasonably  have  claimed  a  share ;  ami  if  ir 
be  rei^arded  as  a  s^nint  for  revohitioiiaiy  senrioea  and  snfferiugfl^  tbe  daan  of  Wj- 
omin^  wouhl  l)e  stron^xer  still. 

EightlJy.  Because  Cotuiecticut  appropriated  five  hundred  thousand  xies  of  tlie 
Reserve  to  iademnifythe  suffeieis  m  Grolon,  New  Londoo,  Fwfidd,  Danbaiy 
and  New  Haven,  cut  off  by  the  common  enemy,  and  appropriiled  weAatg  ts 
Westmoreland,  the  greatest  sufferer,  and  not  the  least  meritorious. 

And  niniliiy.  Becaubo  it  was  owingj  in  a  great  degree,  to  the  eariy,  pezaevenng 
efibrltofthe  Wyoming  seCllera  to  soslain  the  charteied  and  teiiilorialdaaa  4^ 
!4ate  west  of  New  Yoik|  linA  die  Wertem  Beaetre  waa  finaUj  secoied  to  Cobbbo- 
licut 

Therefore,  be  it  Resolved,  That  while  we  are  not  disposed  to  go  back  into  those 
old  daima,  however  olear  and  stoong  in  equity  and  inslioe  we  may  refi^atd  tfaenif 
yet.  as  it  is  undeniable  that  those  who  fell  in  the  battle  were  eitiaens  of  Coniiecti> 
.  lit,  li^htinr;  in  defence  of  her  rights  and  laws;  that  they  were  her  own  childrPTi, 
most  oi  them  natives  of  the  state;  and  while  it  is  but  a  reasonable  mark  of  re- 
speotthat  their  remains  shovld  "be  gathered  and  deoently  inlened  wilii  aoitaUs 
sepulchral  honours,  it  seems  to  us  but  right  that  die  sMa  dioold  make  sn  s|ips»> 
pnation  to  finish  the  monument  in  a  plain  but  neat  5tyle,  worthv  ofher  jnrttce  anil 
of  their  merits  and  suflerings.  If  granted,  we  will  receive  the  donation  wiih  grate- 
fill  hearts,  in  foil  and  perfect  abaolutioa  of  all  odier  demnnda  eiiiting,  or  wliieli 
might  be  supposed  to  eiist,  egainst  the  state  en  the  part  of  die  people  of  Wye- 
ming." 

Without  taking  the  yeas  and  nays,  tlie  House  by  a  large  majority  voted  to  grazA 
die  $3000  asked  for  the  monnment,  but  the  Senate  did  not  coiMnir.  A  farther  eAnt 
wa.s  made  tlie  succeeding  year,  when  the  Ilnn.  C.  D.  Shoemaker,  aocompained  by 
Col.  Miller  Hc»rton,  attended  on  behalf  of  the  ani  ient  people;  but  their  eflorts  wptt 
unavailing,  and  there,  in  relation  to  Connecticut,  the  claim  for  aid  rests,  except 
diat  Erastus  Ellsworth,  Esn.,  of  Windsor,  to  his  honour  be  it  q>oken,  sent  ns  a  pre- 
sent of  Five  dollar.<«,  after  tne  njection  of  the  petition,  expressing  his  deep  sym- 
patliy  for  the  Wyoming  suffeien,  and  bis  respect  £or  tbsserfiaeaiendaied  ajtamn 
to  the  state  and  countr}'. 

All  the  efforts  of  the  Gentlemen  having  fiiiled,  the  Ladies  formed  a  ^'Lozems 
Monumental  Association ;"  solicited  donations,  held  iairs,  and  by  snperioreaeigy 
and  address,  obtained  the  neces!=iary  fiands  and  completed  the  montmient. 

The  following  is  a  list  ot  the  oilicer^  of  the  a-^soeiation  :  Mrs.  C.  Butler,  Presi- 
dent Mrs.  G.  M.  HoUenbuck,  Mi-s.  K.  Carey,  Vice  Presidents.  Mrs.  J.  Birtler, 
Mrs.  Nicholson,  Mrs.  Hollenback,  Mnk  Lewis,  If  rs.  Ross,  Iflrs.  Coaynp^iam,  Mrs. 
Beaumont,  IMrs.  Drake,  Mrs.  Beiuiet.  Mr«.  Carey.  Executive  Committee,  Mi^v.^ 
Emily  Cist,  Treasurer.  Miss  Gertrude  Butler,  Seoretai}-.  Mis.  Donley,  Mrs.  L. 
Butler,  Corresponduig  Committee. 

On  two  marble  tablets  are  engraved  tbe  names  of  diose  (so  finr  as  eoidd  be  as* 
rortaiiu'd)  who  fell,  and  al>o  those  who,  havinir  been  in  the  battle,  surt  ive*!.  bol 
the  Usi  must  rHMM'^snril\'  be  ver^'  incomplete.  And  another  tablet  eontain^.  from 
tlie  |>ea  of  i:^dwuxd  jMaiiery^  Lsq.,  the  ibllowing  chaste^  beautiful;  aitd  ii^puetits 
tnscriptiaD. 
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APP£NDIX 


On  UiB  aftemoon  of  Fridfty^  tiie  fluid  day  of  July,  1776| 

THE  BATTLE  OF  WYOMING, 

In  which  a  small  band  of  patriot  Americans, 

rhipfly  the  undisciplined,  the  youthful,  and  the  a^d, 
ij»red,  by  inefficiency,  from  the  distant  ranks  of  tho  rppubliCy 
led  by  Coi.  Zebulon  Butler,  and  Col.  Nathaii  Deuison, 

With  a  courage  that  dc^iorvod  siiccoBa) 
boldly  met  and  bravely  lou<rht, 

a  oombined  British.  Ton.-,  and  Indian  SoKB 
of  tlirice  theii  number* 

Nmnerieal  superiority  alone  gare  snoeesB  to  invaderi 
And  wide-spread  havoc,  desolation  and  ruin 
marked  hia  aavage  and  bloody  foolatepa  throi^  the  vaUey. 

tins  MONUMENT, 
«wnpiw— Min— ^iwa  of  iheie  STcnlK^ 
and  of  the  aetois  inthem, 

has  been  erected 
orer  ^hm  bonea  of  the  daisi 
By  dm  dfltoendants,  and  others,  who  gratefuDy  ■ppwwiated 
tlw  aemoea  and  flaorifioea  of  dieir  patriot  ancesioiB.'' 

A  suitable  enclosure  remains  to  be  erected|  which^  we  trust,  will  early  be  ao* 


INDIAN  £LOaU£NC£. 

PutkAtd  io  UkuMt  lAe  tharaeler  <f  At  hofuoU,  tfAo  hdd  dominien  mm  Wfommg, 

pKRHAPs  we  cannot  present  the  reader  with  a  greater  orator  titan  Gaeangvul; 
or,  aa  he  was  called  by  the  French,  Grand  GtmtrLK,  though  Lahontan,  who  knew 
him,  wrote  it  Grangula.  Ho  wa-i  by  nation  an  Onondaira,  and  U  brought  to  our 
notice  bv  the  manly  and  magnanimous  hpcech  wliich  he  made  to  a  French  ge- 
neral, who  marched  into  the  country  of  the  Irouuois  to  subiiue  them. 

In  the  year  1684,  M.  De  la  Bane,  Goremor-General  of  Canada,  complained  to 
the  English  at  Albany,  that  the  Senecas  were  infringing  upon  their  rights  of  trade 
with  some  of  the  other  more  remote  nation*'.  Governor  DunsTin  apf]naintpd  the 
Senecas  with  the  charge  made  by  the  French  governor.  They  admitted  the  fact, 
but  jnilified  their  eoone,  alleging  that  the  French  supplied  their  enemies  with 
arms  and  ammunition,  with  whom  they  were  then  at  war.  About  the  same  time 
tho  French  governor  raisod  an  army  ot  1700  mon.  and  made  other  "  miprbty  pre- 
parations "  for  the  final  destruction  of  tlie  Five  Nations.  But  before  he  had  pro- 
greesed  hr  in  his  irreat  undertaking,  a  mortal  sickness  broke  out  ia  hit  army^ 
which  finally  caused  him  to  give  over  his  expedition.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
Governor  of  New  York  waf  ordered  to  lay  no  obstacles  in  the  way  of  the  French 
expedition^  Instead  of  regarding  this  order^  which  was  from  hia  master,  the  Duka 
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Torkj  hi&  Mnt  iotsipnlMs  to  tts  Aw  TiMkni  to  onoonngs      *j  wHb  flftv 

lo  a«sist  them. 

De  la  Barrej  in  hopes  to  etiect  something  by  this  expensive  tmdertakiBg,  crossed 
Lake  Ontario,  and  held  a  talk  with  9uch  of  the  Five  Nations  as  would  meet  faiiB. 
To  keep  up  tne  appearance  of  power,  he  maile  a  hi<ih4oned  speech  toPB  i  iiin  ij 
in  which  he  obfervrrl  that  the  rtntlnns  had  often  infringed  upon  the  peace:  thi 
he  wished  now  for  peace;  but  on  the  condition  that  they  should  nnake  full  -ari*- 
factioQ  for  all  the  injuries  tliey  had  done  the  French,  and  for  the  future  never  lo 
disturb  them.  That  they,  the  Scnecas,  Cayugas,  Onondagas,  Ooeidaiy  and  M** 
hawks,  had  abused  and  robbed  all  their  tniders,  and  unless  th.'v  crwe  satis^factiflo 
he  should  declare  war.  That  they  had  conducted  the  Eni^lish  m'o  \hniT  counTrrtn 
get  away  theii  trade  heretofore,  but  tlie  past  he  would  overiook,  ii  they  woo^ 
offdnd  no  more;  yet,  if  orer  the  like  flhoiud  luippeii  again,  he  had  eipreai  ante 
from  the  king,  his  master,  to  declarf  wnv. 

Gr.inLTula  listened  to  these  words,  and  many  more  in  the  like  strain,  with  th^' 
contempt  which  a  real  knowledge  of  the  situation  oi  the  French  army,  «uid 
lectitude  of liis  own  course,  were  calculated  to  inspire:  and  after  walking  aevesid 
times  round  the  circle  formed  by  his  people  and  the  French,  11  ildnMlffinff  hllllF# 
to  the  governor,  seated  in  his  elbow  chair,  he  beiran  as  follows:— 

"  Yormoiidioj  [such  was  the  general  name  for  the  French  Governors  of  Canada.] 
I  honoBT  you,  and  the  warriofB  that  are  wMi  me  likewise  hoDour  ymt.  Tear  » 
terpreter  has  finished  your  speech.  I  HOW  iMgiii  mime.  My  woide  make  hato 
to  reach  your  ears,    ifarken  to  them. 

**  Yonnondio.  You  must  have  believed|  when  you  left  Quebec,  that  the  sun  bad 
burnt  up  all  the  flDreots,  which  render  otir  oonntry  inaoeeasifale  to  the  Fkeneh,  er 
that  the  lakes  had  so  far  overflown  the  bonks,  that  they  had  surrounded  our  castles, 
and  that  it  was  impossible  for  us  to  get  out  of  them ;  yes,  surely  von  most  havd 
dreamt  so,  and  the  curiosity  of  seeing  so  great  a  wonder  has  brought  yoa  ao  fuL 
Now  yon  «e  nndeceiTed,  sinee  that  I,  and  the  warriom  here  preeent,  are  eaee 
to  assure  you  that  the  Seneoas,  Cayugas,  Onondagas.  Oneidas  and  Mc^wks  are 
yet  alive.  I  thank  you,  in  their  name,  for  brin'^mi^  oack  into  their  eotmtry  the 
calumet,  which  your  predecessor  received  irom  their  hands.  It  was  hapi^y  im 
yon  that  yoa  left  under  ground  that  miirdering  hatohet^  bad  been  so  oiw  dyed 
in  the  blood  of  the  French. 

Hear,  Yonnondio.  I  do  not  sleep;  I  have  my  eyes  open:  and  the  .»<nn,  "^hich 
enlifi^htens  me,  discovered  to  me  a  great  captain  at  the  head  of  a  company  o( 
Boldiem,  who  epeaks  as  if  be  were  dreaming.  He  says,  that  be  only  oame  to  Ae 
lake  to  smoke  on  the  great  calumet  with  the  Onondagas.  But  Grangola  aaya,  that 
he  sees  the  contrary:  mat  it  was  to  knock  th^m  on  the  head,  if  sickness  Md  not 
weakened  the  arms  of  the  French.  I  see  loiuiondio  raving  in  a  camp  <^  sack 
men,  whose  Hves  the  Great  Spirit  has  eaved  by  inflicting  this  afeknoiB  on  Hwib. 

^'Hcar,  Yanmm^,  Oor  women  had  taken  their  ctubB,oiire)mdten  and  old  men 
had  carried  their  bows  and  arrows  into  tlie  heart  of  yonr  rnmp,  if  our  warriors  had 
not  disarmed  them,  and  kept  them  back,  when  yotlc  messenger  Ateouossan  came 
to  ear  oasdes.  tt  is  done,  and  1  have  said  h. 

"Jhar,  Tcmondio.  We  plundered  none  of  the  French  but  those  diat  carried  goes, 
powder  and  balls  to  the  Twightwies,  and  Chict.iirhick'^.  beranse  those  arm?Tr;i:At 
have  cost  us  our  lives.  Herein  we  follow  the  example  of  the  Jesuits,  who  break 
all  the  kegs  of  rum  brought  to  our  castle,  lest  the  drunken  Indians  should  knock 
them  on  the  head.  Our  warriors  have  not  beater  enoui^h  to  pay  fiw  aO  tho^ 
arms  that  they  have  taicen|  and  our  old  men  are  not  afiaid  of  the  war*  ^fhis  bsk 
preserves  my  words. 

"We  carried  the  English  into  our  lakes,  to  trade  there  with  Uie  Utawawas  and 
'QnatO£rhies,  as  the  Adirondaks  brought  the  Flench  to  our  easdes,  to  cany  on  a 
trade  which  the  English  say  is  theirs.  We  are  born  tut.y..  We  N'EItittir  de* 
FEND  ON  ^'oNxoxnio,  NOR  CoRi  rAK.  [tlie  English.]  We  may  c;o  where  we  hlea§e. 

AUD  CK&RY  WITH  l;S  WHOM  Wi:  PLJ^ASE,  AKD  BUY  AND  SELL  WHAT  W£  PL£A&£.*  Ii 

*  TL  s  J  roud  declaration  of  Indepeadsnce  seeordawi^  and  instiias  dM  oyialisas  a^ 
ptetted  by  u  in  our  Indtaa  aamtiTv. 
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onr  BiMes  be  your  filaves,  nse  ihem  as  such :  comfniMidlbein  to  receive  no  (Mher 
ut  your  people.   Thid  belt  presen'es  my  words. 
<^  We  knoekod  the  Twighiwies  and  Citiotaghicks  on  tiie  Ikead,  beeniM  ttiey 

hnil  rnt  down  thr  trees  of  peace,  whicli  were  the  limit«5  of  our  eoantry.  They  have 
jUuated  beaver  o;i  oui  lands.  They  have  artot!  cnntrary  to  the  custom «  of  all  In- 
dians, lor  they  leii  none  of  ihe  beavers  aiive ;  tuey  killed  both  male  and  lemaie. 
They  brought  the  Satanas  into  their  eooBlryy  to  take  part  with  them,  ^er  they  had 
concertr^l  ill  tle-ii«:ns  against  ;u3.  We  have  done  le*s  than  eltlier  the  Engiifth  or 
French  that  Imve  ii«iirppd  the  lands  of  ?o  rnnnv  Indian  nation8|  and  chaaed  them 
&om  their  owu  cuuatry    This  belt  preserves  my  words. 

Hmt,  Ymmamiia.  What  I  say  is  the  roioe  of  all  the  Five  Nationa.  Hear  what 
they  answer  Open  your  ears  to  what  they  speak.  Tlie  Senecas,  Cayngas, 
Oiionrl;v!»a8,  Oneidas  and  Mohawks  say,  that  ■when  they  buried  the  hatchet  at 
Cadarackui  in  the  presence  of  your  predecessor,  in  the  iniddle  of  the  fort,  ^ey 
'yhiiiled  Ibe  iMe  efpeaoa  in  the  iMsne  places  to  be  theie  ecrefbUy  piiseoive^,  that, 
in  the  place  of  a  retreat  for  soldiers,  that  fort  might  be  a  rendezvous  for  mefchants: 
xhnt  in  place  of  arms  end  anmmnitiDn  of  war,  beavers  and  nMcchani^  ^onkl 
only  enter  there. 

"  jtUTf  xofwmioMr.  \i«wB  c&n  lOr ine  wuire^  w veipceei  n  ■wuiwi  m  muiefv  es 

'appear  there,  do  not  choke  tiie  tree  of  peace  planted  in  so  small  a  fort.  It  will  be 
a  great  loss,  if,  afler  it  had  so  easily  t-ikon  r'>ot,  you  shonld  stop  its  growth,  and 
rent  its  covering  yonr  country  and  ours  vrith  its  branches.  I  assure  tou,  in 
Mme  of  die  ThreNvtiena,  that  oar  wurriora  ahaO  daaee  tothe  oehtmet  or  peaee 
under  il8  lesrea;  and  shall  remain  qniet  on  their  mats,  and  shall  never  dig  up  the 
hatchet,  till  th**tr  brother  Yonnotuho  or  Corhnr  shall  either  jointly  or  separately  en- 
deavonr  to  attack  the  country  which  the  Great  Spirit  has  given  to  our  ancestors. 
This  belt  iRMerrM  mj  wofoi}  and  this  otfMr,  %m  sndiDrity  whidk  llie  Five  Nalioaa 
have  given  me.'' 

Then  addressing  himself  tothe  interpreter,  he  said:  ''Take  ronTfi«r*».  You  have 
spirit:  speak,  explain  my  words,  forget  nothing;  tell  ail  that  your  brethren  and 
vlenas  sejr  to  Ywmtmdio,  your  governor,  by  the  wevth  of  Grangvla,  who  toUto 
you,  and  desires  yon  to  acNMpC  of  this  piesent  of  beaver,  and  teke  part  with  me  hi 
tny  fea?t,  to  which  I  invi'e  yon.  This  pieeent  of  bettrer  b  tent  to  Ifonnondio,  on 
the  part  of  the  Five  Nations.^' 

St  Is  BofTt  was  struuk  w¥ii  surpriM  el  the  wisdom  of  tfus  ohief,  and  etpitl 
^Mfrin  at  tile  plain  refutation  of  liw  own.  He  immediately  retume*!  to  Montreal, 
and  thus  finished  this  in'^lnrioii<*  expedition  of  the  Freneh  against  the  F'n  -  Nations. 

GrangvAa  was  at  this  time  a  very  old  man,  and  trom  this  valuable  speech  we 
became  acquainted  withhim—- everyNeslorof  hisfmtlon^whose  powers  of  mind 
would  not  suffer  in  comparison  widi  those  of  a  Roman  or  a  mon  modem  senator. 
He  treated  thn  French  with  gmat  civility,  and  feested  ftem  with  the  best  his 
ooootiy  urotdd  afl^,  on  their  dep«rtttie.«l>nBihr. 


WYOMmd  GUDI  ON  COK&RESSL 


As  a  matter  of  historical  interest,  and  because  the  subject  may  still  be  rsgarded 
as  pending;  before  Coogiess,  this  momoiial  Is  pnbUshed,  not  wimout  the  hope  thnt 
the  National  I^gislatwo  Myy«  bopoitadm  toliiketkeasse  ODdorlkeirw^^ 

able  consideratioo. 

id%faM^  hdd  byMlie  Noileo  nt  dm  h^  «f  Pb.  A  litii  fti,  In 
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n  APPENDIX. 

Wilkesbarre,  November  7th,  1837, — of  a  number  of  Bufferers  at  Wyoming  donog 

the  Rovolutionarj'  War,  their  descendants  and  others : 

Gen.  WILLIAM  ROSS  was  called  to  the  Chair,  and 
ANDERSON  DANA  appointed  Secretary. 

CHESTER  BUTLER,  Esq.,  from  the  Committee  appointed  at  a  former  meeting 
for  that  purpose,  reported  a  memorial  to  Congress  which  was  adopted ;  and  it  was 
ordered  that  the  same  be  signed  by  the  Chairman  and  Secretary,  in  behalf  of  the 
Meeting,  and  be  forwarded  for  presentation. 

To  the  Honourable^  tiu  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives     the  United  States^  m 

Congress  assembled: 

By  order  of  a  public  meeting,  held  at  Wilkesbarre,  Luzerne  county,  Pennsyln* 
nia,  the  subscribers  present  you  the  following  memorial  in  behalf  of  the  Wyoming 
sutferers,  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  their  heirs,  widows,  and  l^al  represea* 
tatives. 

TTie  circumstances  of  the  invasion  of  the  Wyoming  settlement  by  the  British  and 
Indians;  the  battle  and  massacre:  the  entire  exniilsion  of  the  inhabitants;  the  conllagra* 
tion  of  their  dwellings;  and  tlie  devastation  of  their  fields — are  presumed  to  be  tamlliaf 
to  all  of  you.  In  me  annals  of  tlxat  fearful  but  glorious  contlict,  not  a  page  re* 
counts  a  livelier  devotion  to  tlie  cause  of  liberty,  or  depicts  a  bloodier  field,  deeper 
woes,  or  more  extensive  losses  of  property.  Every  historian  who  has  written 
an  account  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  has  told  the  story  of  her  sufierings.  All 
America  and  Europe  were  filled,  at  the  time,  Avith  the  melancholy  details.  It  i« 
not  our  purpose  to  awaken  your  sympathies;  but  so  much  we  thought  proper  to 
say  by  way  of  introduction.  VVe  would  address  facts  to  your  reason,  and  argu- 
ments to  your  understanding;  looking  to  your  deliberate  judgments  for  a  favour* 
able  response  to  our  petition. 

The  Wyoming  settlements  were  made  under  the  authority  of  Connecticut  A 
town  called  Westmoreland  was  erected  here,  attached  to  the  county  of  Litchdeki, 
near  three  hundred  miles  distant,  the  laws  of  Connecticut  prevailed.  Civil  and  mili- 
tary officers  derived  their  commissions  from  that  state.  Representatives  were  sent 
from  here  to  her  legislature;  and  the  troops  raised  in  Westmoreland  were  part  of 
the  Connecticut  line  on  the  Continental  establishment.  Several  towns  of  Connect- 
icut were  burnt  by  the  enemy:  New  I/Ondon,  Dan  bury,  Westmoreland,  Fairfield, 
Groton  and  others,  were  among  the  number.  Connecticut  has  made  all  those 
towns,  except  one,  full  and  ample  remuneration  for  their  losses.  Westmoreland, 
or  Wyoming,  alone  received  nothing.  Five  hundred  thousand  acres  of  land,  in 
the  Western  Reserve,  were  granted  in  1792  to  those  towns^  valued  at  65.  8rf.,  a 
French  crown,  per  acre — amounting  to  between  five  and  six  hundred  tliousand 
dollars.  This  was  a  beneficent  act  on  the  part  of  Connecticut,  and  will  redound 
in  all  future  fime  to  her  honour.  Was  not  tlie  grant  also  just  as  well  as  beneficent! 
Did  not  the  recipients  deserve — were  they  not  entitled  to  this  grant  ?  Was  not 
their  claim  founded  in  the  principles  of  eternal  equity  and  everlasting  justice  ? 
Who  ever  heard  a  doubt  expressed  of  the  righteousness  of  their  claim?  If,  then, 
it  was  just  and  equitable  that  New  London,  Danbury,  Fairfield  and  those  other 
towns  should  be  indemnified,  is  it  not  clear  as  demonstrafion,  that  Wesimoreland. 
or  Wyoming — where  a  heavier  sacrifice  of  life,  far  deeper  personal  sulferings.  and 
more  extensive  losses  were  sustained,  was  also  entitled  to  remuneration  ? 

We  anticipate  here,  that  honourable  members  may  say — "  Your  claim  is  doubt- 
less just. — Standing  on  its  own  merits  o{  services,  sufferings  and  losses,  it  is  a  strong 
claim ;  and  when  it  is  considered  relatively  to  those  other  towns  of  Coimecticut, 
provided  for,  it  appears  of  unquosfionablo  validity.  But  when  your  parent  state 
was  making  so  ample  provision  lor  others  similarly  situated,  why  did  yon  not 
then  apply  to  her  for  aid  ?  While  we  admit  the  claim  just,  we  cannot  see  as 
yet,  how  the  general  government  can  be  held  liable  to  make  you  compensation." 
To  this  we  would  reply  with  all  truth  and  simplicity: 

The  reason  why  no  provision  was  made  for  Westmoreland  is  simple  and 
easily  told. — About  the  conclusion  of  the  war,  by  the  decree  of  Trenton,  which 
■ettled  the  long  existing  controversy  in  respect  to  these  lands,  the  jurisdiction  over 
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WaidiMHiknd  deased  in  Coimeetieiit,  ad  wn  tMnafamd  to  FefinsyWania.  ll 
W9M  not  until  about  ten  years  ator  this  emt  HhM  Connecticut  so  laar  neorered  her 

rf^ttoiiTTT"  as  to  bo  able  to  mnke  remuneration  lo  those  KufTerin^  towns  which  hIic 
ijidcnmUied.  Being  no  loriger  a  portion  of  the  stale,  no  pruvisioa  was  made  for 
us,  aft  there  doubtless  would  haye  been,  had  WestnuM^land  continued  a  com- 
ponent part  of  Connecticut. 

Pennsylvania,  with  a  liborality  and  ptiblic  spirit  most  honourable  to  her  patriot- 
ism  and  jnstice,  has  granted  ample  rewards  to  otiicers  and  soldiers  oi  her  line, 
and  to  others,  whose  suilcrings  and  merits  in  the  cause  commended  them  to  her 
consideration.  Not  having  been  harmoniouf>ly  a  part  of  Pennpyh  nnia,  but  main* 
tainiri!:^  an  attitude  of  oppoj^ition,  if  not  of  hnvtiUfy,  during,  and  indeed  for  snine  time 
alter  ihc  war,  it  could  not  be  asiked  or  expected  tliat  »he  would  make  good  the  losses, 
or  grant  rewards  for  the  suferings  of  the  Wyoming  people.  So  that,  to  u&e  a  com- 
■wn  but  expretsive  triuaM,  *^  beCweeo  two  stools  we  came  to  the  ground."  More- 
over, tlie  disafi'rr**  of  thn  wnr  utterly  prostrated  the  people  of  WyonnuL'  Most  of 
our  natural  guardians  aud  protectors  were  slain,  and  amongst  thetn  many  of  our 
chief  men;  widows  aiid  ornhans,  aged  or  very  young  men,  destitute  and  poor, 
•nnatitnted  our  cliief  popanlioiL  The  nnhapmr  dispute,  since,  so  satisfactorilv 
atljusted  by  our  present  parent  and  protector,  iior>!e  and  liberal  Pennsylvania,  still 
continued,  you  doubtle^  know,  to  perplex  and  impoveri.'«h  us.  '1  o  obtain  "  tliis 
day  our  daily  bread,"  occupied  the  thoughts  and  e^erlionii  of  ua  all,  and  no  appli- 
cmon  was  made  to  Conneelioat  to  share  in  the  bowitf  she  was  libemlly  di» 
penf^ing.  But  we  ask  your  patience  while  we  show,  as  we  are  sure  wc  can,  that 
to  the  general  government  we  have  a  right  fairly  to  look  for  ai(!.  The  services 
performed,  the  butierings  endured,  and  tiie  losses  sustained  were  ail  m  the  public 
MTfioe,  ior  the  general  cause.  They  all  tended  to  the  great  end  of  aecemplisfamtf 
national  independence,  which  has  broucfht  prosperity  so  unbounded  toouroelovM 
country.  Ail  the  debts  fouii  lcd  on  contract  having  been  paid.  Congress  have  re- 
cently, with  just  and  liberal  hand,  been  meting  out  to  claimants,  not  by  cfrntraet^ 
bat  td  equity,  liberal  rewards  for  mrvkts  performed,  sufferings  endured,  or  htmt  Mia- 
tained.    In  those  three  particulars,  no  claim  can  be  stronger  than  that  of  Wyoming. 

Moreover,  there  i«  n  stronir  point  which  we  mean  to  in(}irnie,  but  not  to  nrtme, 
which  stalesioeD,  lamiiiar  wuh  the  springs  of  evmits,  wiii  lud^  whether  it  has 
mdi  for  Ha  foinidctioii.  About  the  eloae  of  the  war,  when  Ine  taaoe  wae  eertaoi, 
and  a  great  empire  of  independent  and  powerful  sovereignties  was  taking  rank 
among  th(?  nations,  it  wa-«i  deemed  of  the  utmost  importance  that  all  dispute  about 
tenitorr  and  jurisdiction  should  be  put  to  rest  Powerful  states  were  to  be  coo- 
cfliated  by  the  fevowable  adjeatnent  of  their  efauma.  Indomntfieatiooa  weie  le 
be  allowed  to  others.   Little  would  those  patriots  have  deserved  the  awaid  we  al 

{rield  their  wisdom  and  sagacity,  if  thev  }iad  not  adopted  proper  measures  ta 
larmonize  conflicting  interests,  and  to  consolidate  the  union.  How  far  the  national 
j^licy  we  speak  of  infloeaoed  the  various  measnea  and  6iialdeoiMi  whiehoOB* 
firmed  to  PenosylTania  the  whole  extent  of  her  chartered  limits,  and  granted  to 
Connecticut  an  indemnification  in  Ohio,  we  need  not  here  demonstrate.  Certainly 
that  policy  was^  in  a  national  point  of  Tiew,  wise — a  benelit  to  Coonecticut-Hi 
Ueasing  to  Fransyhmoia;  and  tC^  for  the  oommon  good,  it  eidaded  WeMiBOfalnd 
fioB  a  participation  with  other  towna  iiidflBiiiiied,  is  it  not  right  <hrt  <faa  eannnea 
ptiTse  should  nlfonl  her  mch  reminieration  as  may  be  jurt** 

Again — l  lie  old  contmentai  Congress  passed  a  resolution,  Oct.  10, 1780,  in  which 
It  was  declared,  m  reference  to  the  miafmoiiiiMed  landa  wUbIi  mar  baeoded  to 
the  United  States,  that  the  necessary  and  laaaonable  expenseawhion  any  jnrticu- 
lar  state  shall  have  iru'urred  f^Ince  tlie  rnmmfnrt'meTit  of  the  present  war,  in  sub- 
duing the  British  po«»ls^  or  tn  mamtaimng  jorU  and  garrtsom  wUkm  and  for  the  d*- 
fenu  of.  or  in  acquiring  any  part  of  the  territory  that  may  be  oeded  or  raunqoiahad 
telhe  United  Btatea,  diaUU  wmhrnmL''  Although  the  words  of  the  resohMiflado  M» 
reach  IIS  we  do  reipeotfiiBy  wafga^  that  ill  a^rifc  makaaaHoqgly  in  fotvoar  ef  ika 
Wyoming  claim. 

During  the  revolutionaiy  war,  Wyoming  stood  an  extreme  frontier— aa  oo^poit 
on  the  borders  of  die  eettlements  of  the  sarage  enemy.  To  Snnbury,  the  nearaat 
inhibited  plaoe  down  the  8aaq^iahiana|  ii  ww  ai^  nto  j  thwi^p^  iht  <km 
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in^  the  Delaware  was  reduced  to  less  than  thiee  «VriT"^;  of  whom  not  (^liie  one 

third  were  militia  of  New  Jersey."  '"nio  commander-in-chief  found  himself  at 
the  head  of  this  small  band  of  soldiers,  dispirited  by  their  losses  and  faiiguos,  re- 
treating almost  naked  and  barefoot  in  the  cold  of  November  and  December^  btilore 
a  numerous,  well  appointed  and  victorioaa  anaoy." 

On  the  1 2th  December,  Congreflffpamted  a  resolution  setting  forth  that,  whereas 
the  movements  of  the  enemy  have  rendered  this  city  (Philadelphia)  the  seat  of  war,'' 
&0.,  they  resolved  to  adjourn  to  meet  at  Baltimore.  The  8AM£  day  they  adopted 
tlie  following  resolution: Roaolyod,  that  the  twooamptniwiBiaedinWeaUnfliauiid 
be  ordered  to  join  Gen.  Washington  with  all  possible  expeditiom." 

Thus  within  less  than  four  months  from  the  first  order  to  raise  these  companiea, 
and  probably  within  less  tlian  ninety  days  from  their  eniii>tment  and  omauizatioo^ 
the  extreme  and  pressing  exigencies  of  the  genertdcauae  reqniiedthat  uey  ■hfjn 
be  witlidrawn  from  tlie  country  they  were  miiMM^  Aafm^^  ff.  Wtahiiigtm  in 
resisting  the  alarming  advances  of  the  enemy. 

The  consequences  wliich  followed  it  required  but  liuie  sanity  to  foresee.  St»* . 
a&ulated  to  revenge  by  the  aid  aent  from  Wyoming  to  Waohmgton;  inoiled  by  the. 
consequent  weakness  of  the  .settlements  to  attack  them;  and  urged  by  policy  to  < 
compel  the  withdrawal  from  tlio  commander-in-chief  of  part  of  his  men,  by  fore-- 
ing  them  home  to  deicud  their  own  lireaides— the  enemy  was  not  long  iu  planning 
their  attack. 

The  British  having  gained  possession  of  Philadelphia,  inevitable  neeeaaity  did  < 
not  allow  his  excellency  to  dispense  with  the  services  oi  the  Westmoreland  com- 
panies, but  the  reiterated  rumours  of  preparations  to  attack  Wvunung,  agiiin  en- 
gaged the  atlenlioa  of  Congreaa.  They  aaw,  felt,  aod  ackaowledged  its  expeaad  • 
situation;  but  while  the  heart  was  assailed,  and  the  whole  force  of  the  country 
wa'^  concentrated  for  its  protection,  little  aid  but  encouraging  words,  could  be  af- 
forded to  the  threatened  extremitioa.  In  Masch|  1778,  ^)out  nmOLy  da^^a  befoas 
tlie  invasion.  Congress  resolved  "Hat  one  foSi  company  of  fiMt be  raised  in lh«: 
town  of  Westmoreland  on  the  east  branch  of  the  Susquehanna  for  the  defence  of 
said  town  and  the  settlements  on  the  frontiers,  and  in  the  neighbourhood  thereof, 
against  the  Indians  and  other  enemies  of  the  state;  the  said  companies  to  be 
enliated  fdr  onis  year  fSrom  the  time  of  their  enlistment,  unless  soooeK  disohngtML* 
bv  Con^ss.''  Thai  "lis  anpannfind  their  otvn  ami,  cuxoutrtmmdi^  Mm  mtH, 
blankdsj'^  and  provision  was  made  that  these  should  be  paid  for. 

Thus  a  third  company  was  raised  iu  this  iniant  and  small  settlement,  having  to 
clothe  and  aim  themadTves^  i^thej  ooold,  and  an  exhausted  treasury  promised  to 
repay  the  cfaaige.  Hus  company  vraa  in  die  battlay  and  almoal  litenUy  aonihic^ 
lated. 

On  the  first  of  July,  1778.  Col.  John  Butler,^  of  the  British  anny,  with  4Q0  men 
regoIarB  and  toriee,  and  wim  500  Indian  wamors,  entered  the  valley  of  Wyoming* 
Ixnmours  of  the  meditated  eruption  had  preceded  them,  and  pressing  soliflfttationar, 

had  been  sent  to  hea^l-cpiarters.  A  nmriber  of  the  officers  of  the  two  companies 
had  returned  on  furlough.  The  militia  were  muMered.  Ohl  men  and  boys  took 
their  mnaikets.  Retirement  or  flight  was  impossible.  Ibere  seemed  no  security 
but  in  victory.  Unequal  as  was  the  ooofliety  and  hopeless  in  the  eye  of  prudencaf 
the  young  athletic  men  fit  to  bear  arms,  and  rai-^ed  for  their  special  defence, 
being  absent  with  the  main  army;  yet  the  inhabitanla,  lookuig  to  tlieir  dependent 
wives  and  little  ones,  took  counsel  of  their  courage,  and  resolved  to  give  tne  ene- 
my battle.  On  the  third  of  July,  about  400  men  under  the  command  of  CcA.  Zflbo^ 
Ion  Butler,  marched  out  to  meet  the  British  and  their  savage  allies;  beinir  more  than 
double  their  numbers.  On  the  right  wirig  the  conflict  wa^i  i-harply  contested  lor 
some  time,  and  the  enemy  gave  wav.  On  the  left,  out  Hanked  by  tlie  savage^,, 
die  men  mof^  and  ieD  rapidly,  ontfl  en  order  was  given  to  fidl  back  and  pre.seo^ 
•  longer  front  to  the  enemy;  a  manoeuvre  which  could  not  be  executed  imder  the 
destructive  fire  of  the  Indian  rifles.  Confn^iion  ensued — a  disastrous  retreat  fol- 
lowed, and  a  most  cruel  massacre  consummated  the  bloody  tragedy.  We  cannot 
dwell  on  the  battle  and  the  consequent  horrors.  It  would  be  useless  if  we  oonld* 
Brother  fell  by  the  side  of  brother;  father  and  son  perished  00  the  same  field* 
More  than  hak  our  little  anny  wero  slain  j[  maay  of  the  lest  wew  wounded :  apd  Hbm^ 
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whole  Betdement — verj  aged  men  and  helpless  children,  widows  and  orphans- 
were  now  expo'ied,  without  protection,  to  the  tomahawk  and  ecalpinc  knife,  hi 
VHer  oon^sioa  and  distress  they  all  lied — some  ia  boats  down  the  liver,  but  mas 
OB  ibot  thmngh  die  wiUenieM.  Your  ima^mations  moal  ooooeive,  ibr  woeda  tmt 
not  paint,  the  uneqnaled  misery  of  their  situation.  In  the  simplicity  of  tm^  wi 
will  ^tate  two  instances,  those  of  the  chairman  and  secretary  of  this  meedng. 

Perrin  and  Jeremiah  Ross,  brothers  of  the  chairman,  wore  in  the  b^Ue  aoii  bcit!i 
IdL  Mr.  Ross^  then  a  lad,  bob  fiither  being  dead,  waa  Ifae  only  male  of  Am  fanl^ 
remaining.  His  mother,  six  sisters,  the  widow  of  his  brother  Perrin  and  her  fire 
orp!ifiTi  rhilJren  fled— such  was  the  terror  and  confiision — ^not  tc^elher,  but  in  three 
separate  parties:  two  down  the  river  to  Uarrisbuj^,  and  thence  io  Orange  Cornxj, 
New  Tone— two  to  Nesoopeok  and  flience  to  Fort  Alien— the  leet  by  a  more 
mly  route. 

The  father  of  Mr.  Dana  had  thon  recently  retiimed  from  Hartford,  where  he  had 
been  a  member  of  the  Assembly  of  Connecticut  from  the  town  of  WestmoreJaocL 
He  waa  in  the  battle;  and  Mr.  Whiting,  a  young  man  who  had  a  few  mcBtha  W 
fino  manied  his  daughter,  was  al.^)  in  the  battle.  Both  were  slain.  Anderaoe 
Dana,  our  secrctar}',  then  a  lad  of  13,  his  widowed  mother  and  widowed  sisler, 
(the  latter  in  delicate  healthy)  with  thirteen  others,  of  whom  he  was  the  eldetf 
male,  having  one  pack  home  to  carry  the  few  tfiinga  they  could  hastily  gather.  Mt 
oat  tiirough  the  wildemesa  on  foot  to  join  flieir  friends  300  miles  distant,  in  ArioBa^ 
Connrctimt,  from  whence  they  originally  c? me.  Death  and  desolation  were  be- 
hind them;  belore  them  hunger,  and  sorrow,  and  despair.  They  were  iweaty 
days  on  their  journey,  living  chiefly  on  charity.  Several  women  of  different  par> 
ties  of  fngiliTea^  gare  birth  to  children  on  their  way,  who  were  indeed 

«<CluUlraa  af  niteiy  baptiMd  la  tassa.^ 

In  the  valley  the  demon  of  destruction  completed  his  work.  Scarcely  an  ijohi^ 
taut  remained.  Every  house  waa  rifled  and  muni  The  sweep  waa  nnireraalF- 
everything  was  destroyed.  The  cattle  drivpn  away  and  the  harverts  laid  waAe. 
War  and  woe  never  looked  upon  a  scene  of  such  utter  sorrow  and  desolation  ! 

GsNTLKMEN — Is  it  not  plain  that  these  disasters  and  sullurings  befel  the  iuh&i«- 
taola  from  flieir  exertiona  in  the  cause  ot  their  country  ?  Is  it  not  raanifeet  that  fti 
witkdrawint:^  the  two  companies  raif^ed  for  the  defence  of  the  people,  ocr^a^ioried  the 
attack,  maasaore  and  ruin  that  followed?  And  is  it  not  right  jn^^t  vj^w  -vl  .  a  the 
public  treasury  is  full,  and  all  the  other  equitable  revolutionary  clauus  ii.ive  D^ai 
recognized  by  Congress,  that  something  aboold  be  granted  to  toe  Wyoming  aofi^ 
ers,  and  their  heirs!  Why  should  all  others  receive  l:)Ounty  or  justice,  and  we  ieu- 
fold  8iifferpr<*  receive  nothing?  In  honour,  to  the  dead,  as  well  aa  justice  to  the 
living,  wu  ask  it  at  your  hands.  Noble  Virginia  granted  Col.  Geome  Rogers  Clarke 
and  hia  reoiment,  who  marohed  with  him  to  Kaskasldaa  and  St  Vinoent,  one 
dred  and  thous^d  acre?  of  land  on  the  Ohio.  Should  not  Wyoming  receive 
a.^  much.  The  portion  of  New  London  must  have  exceeded  one  hmidiad  aad 
tiibr  thousand.   Ought  not  Wyoming  to  receive  as  much? 

Having  no  other  resting  plaee  the  survivora  were  obliged  to  return,  deaolale  and 
melancholy  as  were  tlieir  homes.  Tlie  battle  field  was  still  strewed  with  the  un- 
boned slain,  and  their  remains,  as  soon  as  they  could  be  approached  tint  sidtiy 
season,  were  gathered  and  buried  with  affectionate  and  pious  care.  « 

The  uood  and  teara  ahed  at  MTyoming  were  not  cihed  in  wi.  Pediaipa  few 
incidents  during  the  war,  prodooedatronger  sensationa  horror  and  pity  tbrao^ 
out  Europe,  than  the  Wyoming  massacre.  Perhaps  few  circumstances  had  so 
powerhil  a  tendency  to  discredit,  in  pubUc  estimation,  the  arms  and  efforts  of  the 
enemy ;  or  had  a  stronger  influence  in  arousing  the  people  of  the  whole  oifiiiMi 
woild  in  behalf  of  the  American  cause. 

After  thoi  surrender  of  Lord  Comwallis.  and  the  war  roi2[ht  be  regarded  as  ended. 
Congress  issued  a  proclamation  for  a  general  ihank^ving,  calling  on  all  dasaes 
to  aMCnowledge  flie  goodneaa  of  Almighty  God  in  arording  aid  to  our  aima— ia 
confeunding  the  councils  of  our  enemies,  and  suffering  them  to  pursue  such  mea> 
sures  afi  havo  con tributpd  to  frustrate  their  own  desire.^  and  expectaticms;  above 
all  in  making  their  extreme  crueUjf  to  the  inhabitants  of  these  states,  when  in  their 
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power  J  and  their  savage  devaMaticms  oj  jn-opert^,  ihe  very  mean*'  ot  cementing  our 
mioD,  ud  addiiMr  vigour  1o  erenr  ennt  in  of^weilioB  to  Ih^m.'* 

Thus,  hoQcmrafele  represeotitim  of  the  Mm  md  peofde,  have  we  stated  mir 
case:  and  wo  resppctfully  pray  fliat  Conares!*  wonld  appropr5?itp  n  tnct  M  land 
equal  to  that  granted  bj  the  state  of  Vumnia  to  Coi.  George  Rogers  Clarke  6  regi- 
ment; or  in  proportion  fti  tint  gnnlM  I17  Coonadfeot  toN«w  London  and  her 
other  towns — to  be  divided  by  commissioners  to  be  a^mointed  ta^^o  FMiidml  of 
the  United  State*— to  the  oW  Wymhig  «tfioiei%  ttalr  widowa,  luAm,  flttd  legil 
leprestiutatives. 

Signed  by  oider  and  in  behalf  of  the  meeting. 

WM.  ]I068>  Cbaifnian. 

Anaaaoa  Dama^  Sttnlanf^ 


COL.  HUBLET'S  JOURNAL. 

Regarding  General  Suihvairs  oxpeditioa  to  avenge  Wyoming,  ami  the  remaining 
Wyominf^  military  force  having  accompanied  him.  I  d*'emecl  it  propur  to  preserve 
n  full  account  of  it.  To  this  end  I  had  obtained  a  journal  of  an  officer  in  l^lax- 
well'a  Jeraey  Brigade,  kept  during  the  maroh;  and  another  by  an  officer  in  Poors 
New  Hampshire  Brigade,  intoning  to  inaeit  000  or  the  other  in  the  Appendix. 
But  bodi  having  been  soma  yeeia  ago  pobiished  in  ^  newspapers,  and  the  kind- 
ness of  my  Mend  Mr.  Jobdui  having  plaoed  in  my  possession  the  joomal  of  Col. 
AntM  HoBLKT|  of  Lancaster  eoonty ,  whix^  besides  coming  from  a  snperior  officer, 
and  a  Pennaylvaniani  it  is  believed  wiU  have  all  the  freshness  of  novel^,  I  give 
it  the  preference.  The  reader  WiU  be  struck  with  iho  harsh,  I  bad  like  to  have 
■aid,  unsoldi8f>>like  reflection  upon  the  public  authorities  in  Gen.  Sullivan's  ad* 
dress  to  his  army  of  August  30th.  Nor  will  he  be  less  surprif^d  at  the  soldiers  being 
called  upon  to  vote  whether  thoy  should  be  put  on  half  allowance  of  flour.  In  a 
country  replete  to  profn'^ion  with  mm.  l^ean-*,  melons,  potatoes  and  poaches, 
which  the  army  was  desiroymg,  the  idea  ol  lamine,  or  even  want,  seems  prt  pos- 
teroua.  On  Saturday  the  28th,  two  days  previous  to  that  addrew.  Col  Hubley  say.'? — 
"The  coiii  aiie^idy  destroyed  by  our  army  is  not  leas  th;ui  5000  bushels,  upon  a 
moderate  calculation,  and  the  quantity  yet  on  the  ground,  in  tku  nfi^^i/bowhoo^  is 
at  least  the  same."* 

Beaidea  the  joomal  of  CoL  BMBf,  and  those  of  iha  Jeney  and  Now  Hampshito 
officors^  I  bavo  obtained  the  minmae  of  aMr.  Newmaoi  who  waa  widi  Qen.  Clin- 
lon  in  his  maioh  from  thfllCoIiawk  to  LakoOlsegOy  and  thence  to  hie  juneti  with 
BoQiTan  at  Ticiga  point  Throwing  a  cloudy  light  on  ihMk  portaon  of  the  army, 
and  containing  aevanl  oorioos  iaoidflBiS)!  drink  too  valasibio  to  bo  lost,  and  ragmt 
"tfut  oor  limita  donot  admit  of  its  pidriSeatioB  hOfo« 

We  have  diem  ibar  jonmals  relating  to  SnlHvan^s  exp^tion.  Is  not  the  in  ference 
fair  that  it  was  a  common  pffBeti0e  in  the  oontioentai  army  to  keep  such  journal^? 
Are  there  not  in  existence  very  many  such  diarie?  in  the  hands  of  descen  iani-s  of 
Revolutionary  soldiers?  TTiis  remark  is  mude  with  llie  hope  that  they  may  be 
fiou£jht  out  and  published,  a.s  every  incident  of  the  war  for  indopendence,  which 
has  produced  Revolutions  so  extraordinary  througlioiit  the  whole  cirilizeJ  world, 
should  be  regarded  worthy  oi  the  most  careful  preservation.  .  , 


*''It  was  esdmated  160,000 bodieli  ofooni  Woo  deatroyed 
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OS  TUX 

W£ST££N  £XP£DmON.  AGAINST  THE  IKDIANS, 
MAJOR  GENERAL  SULLIVAN,  1779. 

BY  SIMON  STEVENS,  LANCASTER,  FA^  AUG.  9,  IMS. 


Head  Q^aTters,  Eoitonj  May  24,  a.  d.  It  »9. 

Wbih  to  aimy  tbaU  be  folly  aasembled  the  fbUowing 
take  place 


Li-ht 


corps,  commanded  by  Gen. 


Uaad|  to  conaiflt  of— 

.Maxwell's  brigade  coosiists  of— 
Poors  bii^adc  consists  of— 


Annandfs,  HoUeir'a^  Shott's,  6  _ 

panies  of  Rangers,  Wm.  Bnller  s  l-atta- 
lion,  Morgan's  corps,  and  all  Yolouteeis 
who  may  join  the  army. 

Daytou,  Shteere, 
filBDiiig  nghftof  fint  low. 

Cniey,  Reed,  Scammel, 
and  form  left  of  first  line. 

Livingston,  Dubois,  G:im?5worth,  01- 
den,  and  form  second  luie  or  reserve. 

The  right  of  the  first  line  to  be  covered  by  100  men.  draughtod  from  MaxweD^ 
brigade,  the  left  to  be  covered  by  100  men  detaehea  from  l^oor's  T  rig  each 
flaiik  of  thp  ?Pcoad  line  to  bp  covered  by  50  men  t;ic]ied  from  Clinton's  bri- 
gade, tlie  ilaukmg  division  on  tlie  right  to  consist  ot  Hubley  's  regiment,  and  a 
draught  from  the  line  of  100  men,  the  tiankiug  divL&ioa  on  left  to  consist  of  the 
German  baltalimii  and  100  draughted  men  from  the  line. 

ORDSR  or  MARCH. 

The  It^M  corps  will  advance  by  the  rii^ht  of  companies  in  file*.  :u\d  ke-pat 
least  one  mile  m  front  Maxwell  s  bn£[ade  will  advance  by  its  ri^i  m  tiles,  sec- 
tions,  or  platoons,  as  the  ooontry  will  admit  Poor's  brigade  will  advioee  by  in 
left  in  the  same  manner.  Clintm'e  brigade  will  advance  by  the  right  of  regi> 
ments,  in  platoons,  files^  or  sections,  as  the  country  will  admit.    All  the  corerinj 

f>arties  and  liaaking  divisions  on  the  right  will  advance  by  their  left ;  those  on  the 
eft  of  the  aimy  will  advance  by  their  right.  The  arUlleiy  and  pack  hones  ait 
to  march  in  the  centre. 
Should  the  eraiy  be  etticked  ia  frent  while  oa  ileiiiarob|the  lii^eoipivll 
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faumjliiMy  hm  to  mpvke  the  mnjr,  the  flmking  diriirikiiit  win  oodeamrto 

gain  the  flanks  and  rear  of  the  enemy.  While  the  line  is  forming  the  [raokhmaet 
will,  in  all  cai^es,  fall  into  the  position  represented  on  the  annexed  plan.  Should 
the  eneniT  auack  on  either  flank,  the  flanking  division  attacked  will  form  a  front, 
•od  Boatein  the  stlack  Ifll  ramforoedF-^  wUeh  case  apart  of  the  light  oorpe  is  to 
be  immediately  detached  to  gain  the  enemy's  flank  and  rear,  the  covering  partita 
of  lhf»  ?d  lirtf*  move  to  nn'm  the  other  tiank.  Should  the  enemy  attack  our  rear, 
the  2ii  iiae  wiU  lace  and  &>rm  a  front  to  the  enemy,  the  oovenng  parties  of  the 
first  line  w31  more  to  snslaiii  it,  while  the  flanking  d  i Yiaion  froe  alMiit  and  euidea* 
Tour  to  gain  their  flank  and  rear.  Slmnkl  the  ii^t  troops  be  drifen  baok.  they 
will  pass  throuij;h  the  intervals  of  the  main  army,  and  form  in  the  rear.  Should 
the  enemy  in  an  engagement  with  the  army,  when  lonoed,  endeavour  either 
flaok,  the  eofering  party  wiUmoreiip  to  lengioeD  the  line,  end  eo  muehas 
be  found  neoenaiy  notn  the  flanking  division  will  display  oatwaide  to  prevent 
the  attempt  frnm  «ncceeding.  Tlie  li^'ht  corps  will  have  their  advanre  and  flank 
guards  at  a  good  distance  from  their  mam  body.  The  Ikmkiiig  divuion  will  iumish 
lank  guardts,  end  the  9d  line  a  rear  guard  Ibr  die  mdn  ani^« 

When  we  hnd  tliat  the  ligfal  corps  are  engaged  in  front,  the  front  of  tfie  pack 
horses  halt,  and  iho  rear  close  up,  while  the  column*  move  "in  a  proper  distance, 
close  and  display,  which  will  brmg  the  horses  in  the  positiou  they  are  on  the  plan 
Ibr  the  order  of  battle.  Should  the  attack  be  made  on  either,  in  flank  or  in  rear, 
Hm  hoiaee  nnat  be  kept  m  thepoeilionthayare  at  the  oommwammwit  of  fhe  atladk, 
nnless  other  orders  are  then  given. 


[The  trees  cradnted  by  the  Indians,  between  Owego  and  Chokunut,  en  ^e  head 
wateia  of  the  Saaqnehaaiia,  with  their  chaiaelers.] 

Wyominr,  My  tOd,  1779r-Wyoaiiog  ie  sitnated  on  the  east  side  of  the  eaat 
blanch  of  the  Snsquehanna,  the  town  consisting  of  about  seToniy  houses,  chiefly 

log  buildings;  besides  the^'e  hnihliji^r"  there  are  sriruin'  lartjer  ones  which  were 
erected  by  the  army  for  the  purpose  ol  receiving  stores,  &c.,  a  large  bake  and 
smoke  houses. 

There  is  likewise  a  small  fort  erected  in  the  town,  with  a  strong  abnUa  around 

it,  and  a  small  rednnht  to  shnltpr  tlif^  iiihalii;a:it'^  in  cases  of  an  alarm.  This  fort 
IS  garrisoned  by  100  men,  draughted  Jrora  the  western  army,  and  put  under  the 
oommand  of  Col.  Zeb'n  Butler.  I  cannot  omit  taking  notice  of  the  poor  inliabit- 
aats  of  the  town;  twa4hMs  of  them  are  widowaand  orphans,  who,  by  the  vile 
hands  of  the  savages,  have  not  nnlv  deprived  some  of  tender  husband."*,  some  of 
indul'jcnt  parents,  and  others  ot  iiifpctionate  friemls  and  acquaintance'*,  l^sides 
robbt:ci  aud  plundered  of  all  their  furniture  and  clothing.  In  short,  ihey  are  left 
totally  dependent  on  the  pubKc,  and  are  become  abeolute  objedi  of  dianty. 

The  situation  of  this  place  is  eleirant  and  deliffhtful.  It  composics  an  extensiva 
valley  ,  bounded  both  on  the  eaf^t  and  weft  side  of  the  river  by  large  chains  of  monn- 
tains.  The  vallev^  a  mere  garden,  of  an  excellent  rich  soil,  abounding  wiiii  large 
timber  of  afl  kinds,  and  Ihioa^  &e  centre  die  east  bnan^  of  the  8iiiq^nailiaiiBa« 


Wyoming^  July  3l5f,  1779. — Apreeable  to  orders,  marched  the  western  army 
under  the  command  of  Ma^r  General  SuUivao,  in  the  following  order,  from  this 
place  to  Tioga. 


The  army  being  esnqpooad  of  the  Iblkiwiag  ngimonla  and  bitgidM  m  fiiltov* 
ing  manner,  Tis.>^ 


SKSTCH  NO.  1. 


NO.  2,  A  SKETCH  OF  THZ  XMCAMPMKHT  AT  WYOMINO. 


HO.  8.  omen  or  ■iicB. 


'  Hubley, 


Regiments, 
Ind.  Corps, 


German 
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APPENDIX. 


Gen.  MiucwMl's  Inigade, 


Clcn.Pooc'ftbrigBdi^ 


Shreeyei 
Ogden, 
[  Spencer, 
From  main  hoif* 
C\\]eY, 
Reed, 
Scamme], 

Took  up  the  line  of  msrch  about  one  o'clock,  P.  M.,  viz. :  light  corp?«  s 
in  front  of  main  body  abotit  a  mite;  vanguard,  consisting  of  twent^'-four  raaj, 
mxdei  commaud  ot  a  subaltern,  and  Poor's  brigade,  (main  bodyO  foilowed  hf 
pack  hortM  aod  oMile,  aAsr  whirak  oompltte  nginient,  laken  MtenMielyft— 
Maxwells  and  Poor's  brigade,  (composed  tne  rear  guard.) 

Observed  the  couritrj^  to  be  much  broken  and  mornitainoiic,  ^ronr?  chiefly  kmr, 
and  composed  of  pine  only.  I  was  struck  on  this  day's  march  xMlh  the  reios  <€ 
many  houses,  chiefly  built  of  logs,  and  nninhabited ;  though  poor,  yet  happy  in  tb^ 
fituuon,  until  that  horrid  engmnwnty-trheD  the  British  mant  let  loooei^oiiflMB 
his  emissaries,  the  pavacrs  ol  the  wood,  who  not  only  ae?troyoJ  and  laid  irn^te 
those  cottages,  but  in  cool  blood  massacred  aod  cut  oik  the  iahahitaolty  not  erm 
•paring  gray  locks  or  lielpless  iniiancy. 

'    Abtmt  4  o'dock^  P.  M.,  arrived  at  a  most  beautiful  plain,  covered  wHh  absnd- 
ance  of  grass,  soil  cxcr-^'  jvoly  rich,  thron^'h  which  run  a  delightfnl  stream  of 
water,  known  by  the  name  ol  Lackawanna  ;  crof^sed  the  saine,  aiu]  encayr.ped 
about  one  mile  on  the  northern  side  of  it,  advanced  about  one  hall  iLnia  lu  kotti. 
main  body;  aAer  night  fell  in  with  rain--*«QBluiiifld imlil mamap^ 
Diiiaiica  of  maich  this  day,.  10  mikaai 

NO.  4.    SKETCH  OF  Tf!i:  i:>TAMPME?»T  AT  LACKAWANNA. 

Sumday^  August  l$t. — <.  ontmued  at  Lackawanna  waiting  for  the  fleet,  wiiich.  if^ 
HOB  or  oonMorafate  rapids,  was  datainod  vntiliioidy  tf  o'dook  ftia  daj  haim 


Ibe  Tao  oonld  powiUy  cross  th^.  In  getting  throt%h,  lost  two  boata^  af 

thtnr  car-rnf-s  xrere  paved.  About  2  nVlnrk,  P  ]VT.,the  whoJe  arrived  oprpo?«i?e  oar 
encampment,  in  consequence  of  which  received  orders  for  a  march,  struck  teals 
accordingly,  aad  moved  about  3  o'clock,  P.  M.  Abpi^  one  mile  tram  the  m* 
campmeait,  eutered  the  narrows  on  the  river,  first  detarimient  nd  laft  cchoB 
tinilnr  rrrmmt^nd  of  €apt.  BnrV  to  join  the  right  column  of  li^:;ht  cor^=.  -.'^  i  crrwr^ 
the  mountam,  which  was  alnio&t  inaccessible,  in  order  to  coverthe  army  Irom  iaiiang 
in  an  amboscade.  VMnlst  passing  througn  the  defile  found  pat^age  throng 
etoeeding  diffiottlt  and  tro«i4e«niie.  owing  to  the  badness  oil  tha  podi; 
passed  by  a  most  beautiful  cataract  called  tlie  Spring  Falls.  To  attempt  a  doacrip- 
tion  ol  it  would  be  alrnot>t  presumption.  Let  this  short  account  ilioreoi  ^nffice. 
The  first  or  upper  fall  thereof  is  nearly  ninety  feet  r^rpendicular,  pouring  kom  a 
idtd  rock,  oinariog  forth  a  most  beautiM  eofao,  and  israoeived  by  a  cleft  of  rocks 
considerably  more  projected  than  the  former;  from  whence  il  rolls  gradually  and 
empties  into  the  Susquehanna.  I.iirht  corps  pn?sed  and  :^ot  through  the  defile 
about  6  o'clock,  P.  M.;  arrived  about  dusk  at  a  place  called  Quiluiimuiik,  and 
encamped  one  mile  in  front  of  the  place,  occupied  that  night  by  the  main  amy. 

'File  main  army,  on  account  of  the  difficcrtt  passage,  rnarehed  nearly  all  night 
before  they  reached  their  encampiuiz  irronnd.  Great  quantities  of  ba^^a^^e  b*»tn2 
dropped  and  left  lying  that  night  ubli'^ed  us  to  continue  on  this  groand.  Aii  tne 
preceding  day  nnmMra  of  oar  pack  horaee  were  aent  back  and  employed  ia 
Dnnging  on  the  scattered  stores,  &c. ;  dit«tance  of  march  this  day  about  7  miles: 
fine  clear  eveninr^'  Quilutimunk  is  a  spot  of  "iTonnd  situate  on  the  river:  firte, 
open  and  clear;  quantity,  about  1200  acre?:  scnl  very  rich,  timber  tiBe^giara  in 
atnmdance,  and  coDtaina  aeTeral  etoeedin^y  lino  springs. 
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SKETCH  OF  THE  ENCAMPMENT  AT  ai'ILrTlMTrNK- 

Mondonff  August  2d. — In  consequence  of  the  difficult  and  tedious  march  the 
preceding  day,  the  trmy  receired  orders  to  eootiinie  on  the  gronnd  this  day;  in 
the  meantime  to  provide  themselves  vidi  five  days provi<^ion,  and  gftting  every 
other  matter  in  port>ct  readinf^<^3  for  a  march  next  momiog  at  6a'ck»ck.  Nothuig 
material  liappeaeJ  during  our  stay  on  this  sroand. 

Weih)f<id>nf  Hif. — Ai^rrrnMo  to  orders  took  up  the  Hnn  of  march  at  6  o'clock,  A. 
M.  1  aok  tuc  mouiiuuas  ajior  we  asnemUed — found  them  exceedingly  level  ibr 
at  IflMk  ax  inilM.  Land  tolaiable,  tha  tirabery  pwa  aad  white  oak,  ohiafly 
large.  About  three  miles  from  Quilutimunk  we  crasised  near  another  oataraot, 
which  descended  the  nMHintuin  in  three  succpssive  fallf?,  the  least  of  which  is 
equal  ii  not  sttperipf  to  the  one  already  dewribed.  Although  it  is  not  quite  so 
high,  it  is  miM»  widar,  and  likowiM  amjiliaa  iiita  lha  Saaqnahiaiia^  aaaaii^ 
white  wnilk.  Thay  am  coBamonly  kammm,    tha  aama  of BimaiMk  galU 

SUTCU  OF  BUmmflLK  WLUA. 

About  12  o'clock  we  dc^cendt'd  the  monntains  near  the  river;  marched  about 
one  mile  on  tiat  piece  of  ground,  and  arrived  at  Ttmkhannunk,  a  beautiful  stream 
of  water  so  called,  which  empties  into  the  Susqaehaona;  cresead  the  same,  and 
encamped  on  the  rivor  about  1  o'clock.  P.  M.  Nothing  material  happened  this 
day  excepting  a  discovery  of  two  Iiidian;^  by  the  party  on  the  west  side  of  die 
river.  Indians  finding  themselves  rather  near  the  party  were  obliged  to  leave 
their  canoe,  and  make  through  the  mountains.  Party  took  possession  of  the 
<Mmoe,  and  Drought  it  to  their  encamping  place,  for  that  evening  immediateljr  op> 
poeita  tho  naia  atay.  Diitaiiea  of  maich  tius  day^  12  miiaa. 

SKETCH  or  TUNKHAVVrNK  ENCAMPMEJJT. 

Wtdtirstlay  Ath. — The  army  was  in  motion  5  o'clock,  A.  M  .  and  moved  up  the 
river  lar  three  miles,  chietly  on  \ho  beach,  close  under  aii  aiii)o»i  inaccea^ibla 
mountain.  Wo  than  aeoendod  the  aamo  with  tho  greataet  ditiicalty ,  and  contiaQaA 
on  it  for  near  seven  miles.  A  considerable  distance  from  tlie  river  ilie  path  along 
the  mountain  w.is  exceedincly  rough,  and  carried  through  several  very  considtjrap 
ble  swamps,  in  which  were  Targe  moras&es.  The  land  in  general  Uiin  aiid  broken| 
abounds  in  wild  deer  and  other  game.  We  then  deaeended  the  mountain,  ana 
at  the  foot  of  it  crossed  a  small  creek  called  Massasppi,  immediately  where  it 
empties  into  die  river.  Wo  then  continued  up  the  same  until  wc  m.ide  Vander- 
lip's  farm,  discovered  several  old  Indian  encampments  j  one  of  them  appeared  to 
have  bean  Tonr  largo. 

The  land,  aiter  cronsing  Masmsppi,  was  exceedtofdy  fine  and  rich,  the  soil  very 
black  and  well  timbered,  chietiy  with  black  walnut,  which  are  remarkably  large, 
some  not  less  than  six  feet  over,  and  excessively  high,  it  is  likewise  well  calcu- 
latad  6r  makaBg  fine  and  eHeoMvo  meadows.  Tho  main  aimy  took  poet  for  (bia 
Bi|^  on  Vanderlip's  farm,  and  the  inDantry  advanced  about  ona  mila  higher  up, 
and  encamped  about  1  o'clock,  P.  M.,  on  a  pbiff  kn^wn  by  the  name  of  WilUa»- 
aan's  iano.  Bistaoce  of  march  this  day,  1-i  nuies  j  ime  clear  day,  very  hot 

MKvni  or  TRi  ncaHnmrr,  runamur^u  un  wntii«e*'ff  wool 

Thursday  5th. — In  consequence  of  orders  issued  last  evening  to  march  dua 
morning  at  5  o'clock,  we  struck  tents  and  loaded  baggage.   But  the  boata 

bcinu'  considerablv  iuip<^ded  by  the  rapidness  of  the  water  some  miles  below  our 
encampment,  could  not  reach  us.  and  we  were  obliged  to  halt  all  night.  Did  not 
join  us  until  9  o'clock,  A.  M.,  all  which  time  we  were  obliged  to  halt.  On  their 
mniftA  ^  Wholo  army  was  put  in  motion,  and  as  more  danger  on  tfiis  day'a 

march  was  apprehended  than  an}'  T)eforo,  the  followitiL'  distribution  of  the  army 
took  place,  viz.:  The  right  and  left  columns  of  the  li::lit  corp?*.  conducted  by  Cen. 
Hand,  moved  along  the  top  ot  a  very  high  mountain ;  main  body  of  light  corpw, 

8tid«r  CoL  Habley^  oommand,  with  aa  adTanoa  of  twanQT'ter  mon^  mowd  ab 
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tbe  beac1ii6TenltiijlM  Mite  edge  of  Ihe  water.  Tbie  vuSn  mtmj.foBemedbf 

the  bagnge,  &c.,  flanked  m  their  ii^  hf  foar  hundred  men,  who  liad  likewiv 
to  (akeUiis  mountain.  Thus  we  moved  for  severd  miles,  then  arrived  in  a  smsl! 
valley  called  Depue's  &rm;  the  land  very  good.  Observed  and  reconaoiterei 
this  ground  ibr  some  diatanboe,  it  bein^  the  place  oo  which  Cd.  Havftoy  ^vaai^ 
tacked  by  the  savages  last  year^  on  hia  letnm  firom  Tioga  to  WyorauE^.  Th» 
conntrj'  being  fine  and  open,  some  loss  wa.«  '^nefained  on  both  sitle* :  the  isavaae* 
at  last  gave  way,  and  Col.  Hartley  pursued  his  route  to  \^omin^  without  liifdbK 
moleatatioii.  Contioiied  ODT  march  for  about  ono  milei  ana  fenneo  ft  jBofltten  wiH 
the  parties  on  the  right  flank,  ascended  a  high  mountain,  and  marched  for  mat 
milcB  on  thf  '^ame.  Land  pnor.  timber  but  pmal!,  chiefly  pine,  after  which 
eoended  the  mountain  nearly  one  mile  in  length,  and  arrived  in  a  line  aad  imrpt 
ralley,  knovrn  by  the  name  of  WyahKiog.  The  main  wrmf  took  peal  at  wp 
place,  and  the  infantr\  iiU-anced  about  one  mile  in  iiront  of  them,  and  encampfj 
abont  2  o'oiook,  P.  M.  Clear  butveiy  waim  dajj  diatanooof  match  fkia^qry  l«i 
miles. 

This  valley  was  formerly  called  OLdman's  farm,  oeenpied  b^  the  Indiaaa  aii 
white  peojde;  together,  they  had  about  sixty  houses,  a  considenUe  Mniirisa 

meeting'  lioiT^o,  and  snndr}'  other  public  buildings  :  but  since  the  commrncemf^nt 
of  the  present  war  the  whole  has  been  consumed  and  laid  waste,  parflr  by  (iie 
savages  and  partly  by  our  own  people.  The  land  is  extraordinariljr  ciJculated 
ehletly  for  meadows.  The  grass  at  this  time  is  almost  beyond  description, 
and  thick,  chiefly  blue  grass,  and  the  ?oil  of  thp  land  very  rich  Thp  rrdfey  con- 
tains about  1200  acres  of  land,  bounded  on  one  side  by  an  almost  iaacoeasihte 
mountain^  and  on  the  other  by  tlie  river  Susquehanna. 

SKSTCR  or  Tax  racummrr  it  wriLvum 

Friday,  August  The  boats  not  arrivii^  before  late  this  day,  tile  army  received 
orders  to  continue  on  the  ground  h)  the  meantime  to  be  provided  with  mrce  dan 
vision,  gei  their  arms  and  accoutrements  in  perfect  order,  and  be  in  readioi^ 
anaieb  early  to-morrow  morning.  A  sob.  andtwentjr-fiDiirmen  fiom  my  re^ 
nMQt  reconnoiiered  viotntlj  of  oamp;  ntoroied  in  the  eveniog;  made  no  disss 
varies.  Rain  all  night. 

SaUir<frnj  1th. — Tlie  heavy  rain  last  night  and  this  momifi^-  rendered  it  Ottarif 
impossibU^  to  march  this  day;  rontiniw^  ov  llio  irround  lot  lurlher  orders. 

A  captain  and  tliirty  mea  iioju  my  re^uiieut  rtjconuoitered  vicinity  ot  campj 
made  no  discoveries. 

This  day  received  a  letter  (by  express)  from  his  ExoeUenoy  Gen*  WaduDg^ 
dated  Head  Quarters,  at  I<iew  Windsor. 

Sunday,  Sth. — The  army  moved  (in  pamc  order  as  on  6th)  this  momm?  af  5 
o'clock ;  croesed  Wyalusing  creek,  and  ascended  an  extensive  moootaxD,  the  top 
ramarkablr level ;  land  poor,  and  tmiber  smalL  Airived  aboot  10  o^eloek^  A.  M- 
gtthe  north  end,  and  descended  the  same  cloaa  on  the  riTOr  aide,  and  cootinaa» 
along  the  b^arh  for  some  distance,  after  which  w^  entered  an  extenf^ivr*  vall'  v  or 
olam,  known  by  the  name  of  Standing  Stone ;  made  a  halt  here  for  about  halt  an 
hom  farfsftashmaata.  Thia  plaoe  derives  its  name  itam  a  laige  atone  standing 
enflt  in  the  river  immediately  opposite  this  plain.  It  is  near  twenty  feet  in  bsii^ 
fotirteen  feot  in  width,  and  three  leel  in  cb^pih.  Tliis  valley  aboiHids  in  cTa-«5.  the 
land  exceedingly  fine,  and  produces  chielly  white  oak,  black  walnui,  and  um^ 
timber.  After  lefreslminit  ecmtinued  our  march  along  me  same  valley ;  land  not 
<piile  so  fine.  Arrived  aboot  3  o'dook,  P.  M.,  at  a  small  creek  calk  i  ^Ve5cuking| 
crossed  fte  same,  and  encamped  about  one  miie  beyond  it,  and  inuoediateijr  an 
the  river. 

Fhur  o^clocJc,  P.  M. — Slnco  our  arrival  at  this  place  some  c(  my  officer?  di!»co- 
vered  a  small  Indian  encampment,  seemingly  occupied  but  a  few  days  since  j 
foond  near  the  same  a  neat  oanoe,  whioh  mef  bmoght  off.  ThisiBOfniDg  tt» 
scout,  (of  three  rnen,)  sent  np  to  Shesheqnm  some  d^  sinea^  lelamod  wmmA 

making  any  diwnvermp. 
General  ^uiUvan,  on  account  of  his  indispositiooj  came  on  m  the  bo«U 
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»  BTCETCU  OF  STANDING  STO.Vi:. 

SKETCH  OF  ENCAMPMENT  AT  WMCUKING. 

3ffyn(hy,  August  9th. — The  boats  not  being  able  to  reach  Wescuking,  the  ground 
on  wkich  light  coips  eucamped  preceding  evening.  The  main  body  in  conse- 
quence tliaMof  toakpoit  andeoeampedat  Standing  Sttmei  about  Uireemflesbehnr 
light  corps  eooam|Mnmit|  for  protection  of  the  boat. 

The  light  corps,  on  account  of  their  d'-fnrheJ  situation  from  main  body  the  pre- 
ceding evening,  and  apprehending  some  daiiger,  being  considerably  advanced  ia 
the  enem^'a  ooontryi  for  their  greater  security,  stood  nnder  arms  fiom  3  o'clock, 
A.  lA^  vnol  daylii^  where  thsy  dismissed,  with  orders  to  hold  themselves  in 
rendiness  at  a  moment's  warning.  Previon«  to  their  Ti'^niis&al  my  light  infiuitry 
was  sent  out  to  reconnoitre  the  viokiity  oi  encampment;  returned  about  7 o'docki 
A.  M.«— made  no  discovery. 

This  mooiing,  9  o'clock,  boats  hove  in  skht,  in  oomeqnenca  dieieof  leeeiTed 
orders  to  strike  tents,  and  be  in  readiness  for  n  march :  main  army  in  the  mean- 
time arrived  about  10  o  clock ;  the  whole  was  in  motion,  marched  through  a  diffi- 
cult swamp  j  at  nonli  of  same  crossed  a  small  stream,  and  ascended  a  m\\ ;  lands 
poor,  and  winnI  but  indiflSMeot  About  12  o'clock,  P.  M.,  dawended  the  nme, 
and  entered  a  ?mall  vallev  ;  continued  about  half  mile,  when  we  ascended  a  veiy 
lamarkable  high  mountajuj  generally  known  by  the  name  of  Break  Neck  Hill. 

This  mountain  derives  its  name  from  the  great  liei^ht,  of  the  difficult  and  narrow 
pass^ige,  not  more  tfadm  one  foot  wide,  and  remarkable  precipice  which  is  imme- 
diately prrpoMiHi  alar,  and  not  le^s  thnii  180  feet  deep    One  rnis-''tpp  must  inevi- 
tably carrv  you  from  top  to  bottom  without  the  least  hopo  or  chiinco  of  recovery. 
At  norlii  eud  oi  eame  entered  a  mountainous  and  beauuiul  vallev  called  Sheshe- 
eammk.  General  SalUvm,  widi  a  number  of  officers,  made  a  halt  here  at  a  most 
beautiful  run  of  watrr,  took  a  hho  of  dinner,  and  proceeded  on  alonL'  tlie  valley, 
which  very  particularly  stnick  my  attention.    Any  quantity  ol  meadow  may  be 
made  here;  abounds  with  ail  kinds  of  wood,  particularly  white  oak,  hickory,  and 
Uaok  walnnt;  the  ground  oovered  with  grass  and  pea  winee;  the  soil  in  general 
very  rich.    About  4  o'clock,  P.  M.,  arrived  on  the  bank  of  the  river;  the  whole 
encamped  in  a  line  on  a  most  beautiful  plain  ;  consists  chielly  in  meadows,  the 
grass  remarkably  thick  and  high.   On  our  arnvai  here  made  discoveries  of  some 
new  Indiui  tiadcs,  plaoas  on  whioh  fire  had  jiist  been,  and  fresh  boughs  oat,  and 
appeared  as  if  the  place  had  just  been  Oflctjpiad  a  fow  boon  before  our  arrival* 
MStaaee  of  laaroh  this  day,  H  niles. 

moB  or  sanuifiaeMT  at  snMnooinwK. 

T\iudafff  August  lOCl.— Set  in  with  rain,  and  boats  not  reaching  this  plaee  before 
9  o^doek  flus  morning ;  army  received  orders  to  continue  on  ib»  ground  nntil  fur- 
ther order?.    Men  drew  and  cooked  two  days  provisions. 

One  regiment  from  each  of  the  brigades  attended  General  Sullivan.  Tlie  general 
and  field  officers  of  the  army  whilst  they  were  reconnoitering  the  river  and  ground 
DSsrTif^  branch,  about  three  miles  above  this  place,  retained  withoot  any  di»> 
oOTfliiss  worthy  of  reoiarh  about  4  o'dock,  P.  M. 

Wedne$d^f  Aupist  1  lih. — Agreeable  to  orders  the  army  moved  this  morning  at 
8oV1fvk,  A  M  m  the  usual  order.  Light  corps  moved  half  an  hour  before  \lie 
main  army,  and  took  post  on  the  banks  of  the  river  near  the  fording  place.  On 
foe  arivaf  of  the  maitt  amy  and  boats,  CoL  Forest  drew  up  his  boat  st  the  foidingi 
ptoBe,  and  fixed  several  six  pounders  on  the  opposite  shore  in  order  to  scour  the 
woods  and  thickets,  and  prevent  any  ambuscade  from  taking  pi  fire.  In  the  mean- 
time the  iieht  corps  marched  bv  platoons,  Unked  together,  on  account  of  the 
itpidity  of  me  water,  and  folded  ue  same,  and  eflacted  a  hnding  about  9  o'olooh: 
foey  iiH! nediatdly  advanced  about  one  hundred  yaids  from  the  river,  and  formea 
in  fine  of  battle,  in  order  to  cover  the  landinjr  of  the  main  army,  which  was  safely 
siected  about  lo  o  clock.  A  M.,  aiser  which  came  on  pack  horses,  cattle,  &c.y 
isfwsd  by  •  reglKat  which  composed  the  rear  goaicL  Abont  half  past  ten 
o^foeklba  whote  moved  ia  foOowiiig  oidar. 
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oaocR  or  maach  up  tiooa  vlats. 

Previous  to  our  arrival  on  tlie  flats  we  had  to  pass  about  one  and  a  half  mile 
throui^h  a  dark,  ditficuU  swamp,  which  was  covered  with  weeds  and  consix^Jcrable 
underwood,  interspersed  with  large  timber,  chiefly  button  wood.  We  then  entered 
the  Hals  near  the  place  on  which  Queen  Esther's  palace  stood,  and  was  destroved 
by  Col.  Hartley's  detachment  last  fall.  The  grass  is  remarkably  thick  and  high. 
We  continued  alon2;  the  same  for  about  one  mile,  and  arrived  at  the  entrance  of 
Tioga  branch  into  Susquehanna  about  1  o'clock*  we  crossed  the  same,  and  Landed 
on  a  peninsula  of  land  which  extends  towards  Chemung,  and  is  bounded  on  the 
ea.st  Dv  Susquehanna,  and  on  the  west  by  Tioga  branch,  and  continued  np  (3i9 
same  for  about  two  miles  and  a  half  and  encamped.  This  peninsula  is  composed 
of  excellent  raemlow  and  upland ;  grass  is  plenty,  and  timber  of  all  kinds,  and  soil 
in  general  good :  distance  of  march  this  day,  three  miles.  Since  our  arrival  a 
scout  of  eight  men  was  ordered  up  to  reconnoitre  Chemung,  and  endeavour  to 
make  discoveries  of  the  number  of  savages,  and  their  situation,  if  possible. 

Thursday f  Augtist  12/A.~Tioga  Plain.  Tliis  being  a  plain  calculated  to  cover 
the  wofilem  army  during  the  expedition  to  the  northern  part  of  it,  a  garriwn  for  thai 
purpose  is  to  remain  until  our  return.  Sundry  works  for  the  security  of  the  sajEoa 
are  now  erecting  about  two  aud  a  half  miles  distant  from  where  Tioga  branch 
empties  into  tlie  Suwjuehanna,  and  where  the  two  rivers  are  about  190  yards  dis- 
tance firom  each  other ;  those  works  to  extend  from  river  to  river. 

Captain  Cummings  with  his  scout  (sent  out  last  evening)  retixmed  this  day  ]  1 
o'clock,  A.  M.;  made  several  discoveries  at  Chemung:  an  Indian  village  twelve 
miles  distance  from  tliis  place ;  in  consequence  of  wliich  a  couucil  of  war  sat.  and 
determined  an  expedition  should  immediately  take  place  for  the  reduction  of  the 
same.  The  army  (two  regiments  excepte<l)  received  orders  to  be  in  readinesa 
for  an  immediate  march.  Eight  o'clock,  P.  M.,  the  whole  were  in  motion,  and 
proceeded  for  Chemung. 

SKETCH  OF  ENCAMPMKNT  AND  WORKS  ON  TIOGA  PLAINS. 

A%igiuU  13fA,  1779. — Eight  o'clock,  P.  M.,  the  army  having  marched  last  even- 
ing in  the  following  order,  viz.:  Light  corps,  under  command  of  Gen.  Hand,  led 
the  van,  then  followed  Grens,  Poor  and  Maxwell's  brigades,  which  formed  main 
body,  and  corps  de  reserve,  the  whole  under  the  immediate  command  of  Maj.  Gen. 
Sullivan.  The  night  being  excessively  dark,  and  the  want  of  proper  guides,  im- 
peded our  march,  besides  which  we  had  several  consideralde  defiles  to  march 
through,  that  we  could  not  possibly  reach  Chemung  till  after  daylight.  The  morn- 
ing being  foggy  favoured  our  enterprise.  Our  pilot,  on  our  arrival,  from  some  dis- 
agreeable emotions  he  felt,  could  not  find  the  town.  We  diicovered  a  few  huts, 
wliich  we  surrounded,  but  found  them  vacated ;  after  about  one  hour's  march  we 
came  upon  the  main  town.  The  following  disposition  for  suqmsing  the  same  wa* 
ordered  to  take  place,  viz, :  Two  regiments,  one  from  the  light  coq)s,  and  one  from 
main  body,  were  ordered  to  cross  the  river  and  prevent  the  enemy  from  making 
their  escape  that  way,  should  they  still  hold  the  town.  Tlie  remauider  of  the  light 
corps,  viz.,  two  independent  companies,  and  my  regiment,  under  command  of 
Hand,  were  to  make  the  attack  on  the  town.  Gen.  Poor  was  immediately  to 
move  up  and  support  the  light  corps.  We  moved  in  this  order  accordinjrly,  but 
the  savajes  having  probably  discovered  our  scouting  party  the  proceiling  day,  de- 
feated our  enterprise  by  evacuating  the  village  previous  to  our  coming,  carrying 
oflf  with  them  nearly  all  their  furniture  and  stock,  and  leaving  an  empt>'  village 
only,  which  fell  an  easy  conquest  about  5  o'clock,  A.  M.  The  situation  of  this 
Tillage  was  beautifiil ;  it  contained  fifty  or  sixty  houses,  built  of  logs  and  frames, 
and  situate  on  the  banks  of  Tioga  branch,  and  on  a  most  fertile,  beautiful,  and  ex- 
tensive plain,  the  lands  chiefly  calculated  for  meadows,  and  the  soil  rich. 

The  army  continued  for  some  small  space  in  the  town.  Gen.  Hand,  in  the 
meanfime,  a<ivanced  my  light  infantrv  compwiy,  under  Capt.  Bush,  about  one 
mile  beyond  the  village,  on  a  path  whic^  leads  to  a  small  Indian  habitation,  called 
Newtown.  On  Capt.  Bush's  arrival  there  he  discovered  fires  bnming,  an  Indian 
dog,  which  lay  asleep,  a  number  of  deer  skins^  some  blanketa,  &c.;  he  immedi- 
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itoly  mr9  infMHitii  4f  Bii  tfiMSWiriek  in  etait^pHMiof  wlikh  te'foMMMr 
past  of  the  licht  cacpi^  vit.:  Ikm  Uro  independtnlaoaifaiiiefl.  and  my  reieriment, 
under  Gen.  Hand's  command,  were  ordered  to  move  some  miles  up  the  path,  and 
endeavour,  if  possible,  to  make  some  diacovened.  We  aocordingly  proceeded  <m 
in  the  fbUowing  order,  vis. :  Captain  Walker,  with  twenty-four  men,  compoaed  ' 
the  Tan,  the  eleventh  regiment,  under  my  command,  after  which  the  two  inde- 
pendent companies,  the  whole  covered  on  the  left  by  Tioga  branchy  and  on  the 
right  by  Capt  Bush's  inlaniry  company  of  forty  men.  In  this  order  we  moved 
aomewnat  better  than  a  mile  beyond  this  place.  Tfie  f  rst  Hrea  were  discovered, 
when  our  van  waa  fired  vpon  by  a  party  of  savages,  vvhn  lay  concealed  on  a  high 
hill  irri mediately  upon  onr  riijht,  and  which  Capt.  Bush  lia^l  not  yet  made.  We 
immediately  formed  a  front  wim  my  regiment,  pushed  up  the  hill  with  a  degree 
of  intrepidity  seldom  to  be  met  with,  and,  unaer  a  ve^  severe  fire  from  the 
mrsgfiB,  Capt.  Bush,  in  the  meantime,  endeaTODied  to  gain  the  enemy's  rev. 
They,  seeing  the  determined  resolution  of  our  troops,  retreated  ;  and,  according  to 
onstora.  previous  to  our  dislodging  tliem,  carried  off  their  wounded  and  dead,  by 
'Which  means  they  deprived  us  from  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  their  wounded 
ladtiatd.  TIm  ground  on  the  eppoaite  side  of  the  moantBin  or  tidge,  m  whic  h 
ttai  MIIbb  OHBBOBaed,  being  composed  of  swamp  or  low  gronnt^  covored  with 
underwood,  ftc.,  fevomed  their  retsaat,  and  prevented  our  piirauing  them,  by  which 
means  ihey  got  c^.  ' 

Our  loaa  ob  thia  oaoarioii)  wUeh  tsMf  (oBr>a|itnf  two)  fell  on  my  wgkiMiH, 
was  as  follows,  viz. :  two  captains,  one  adjutant,  one  guide,  and  eight  privates 
wounded,  and  one  serjeant,  one  drummer,  and  four  privates  killecT  Officers', 
names:  Captain  Walker,  (slight  wound,)  Captain  Carberry,  and  Adj.  Huston,  (I 
ftar  moiU&l.^ 

After  graining  the  summit  of  the  hill,  and  dislo<l;ring  ihe  enemy,  We  marched  by 
tlie  ri^ht  of  companie;*  in  eight  columns,  and  continued  aloncr  tno  same  until  the 
arrival  of  General  Sullivan.  We  then  halted  for  some  little  time,  an«l  then  returned  * 
to  the  village,  which  waa  inatanUy  laid  ia  aahea,  and  a  party  detached  to  eroaa  the 
river  to  destroy  the  com,  beans,  &e.,  of  which  there  were  severnl  very  extonsive 
fielth.  and  those  articles  in  the  lk'  .tfst  perfection.  Whilst  the  troop;-  wt-rt*  onimged 
in  this  business,  Gens.  Poor  and  Maxwell's  brigudes  were  fired  upon,  lost  one  man* 
killed,  and  aeveral  wounded.  The  whole  bualneaa  beingdoBpleted,  w«  mwnm 
to  the  ruins  of  the  village,  halted  some  litt!o  time,  and  receivecf  orders  to  return  to 
Tioga  Plain,  at  which  plat^e  we  arrived  at  8  o'clock,  considerably  fatigued.  I..est 
tlie  savages  should  discover  our  loi*s,  after  leaving  the  place,  I  had  the  dead  bodies 
of  my  reeiment  carried  along,  fixed  on  hoieea,  and  hrooght  to  Ads  place  for  liittfb 
ment.  'Hie  expedition  from  tfie  first  to  Utst  continued  twenty-four  hours,  of  which 
time  my  regiment  was  employed,  without  the  lea.4t  intermiaaioOy  tweaty-l||Q^^ 
hours:  the  whole  of  our  march  not  less  than  fort}*  miles. 

Saturdayy  August  lAth. — lliis  morning  10  o'clock,  A.  M.,  had  the  bodies  of  those 
brave  veterans,  who  so  nobly  dii^tinguished  themselves,  and  bravely  fell  in  the 
•ailon  of  yesterday,  interred  with  mililaiy  iMMiowa^  (naag  oxoeplBd.)  PlnriDQ 

Bogors  dclivrrod  a  -mall  discourse  on  the  occasion. 

'V\'^as  employed  ijrreater  part  oftlie  day  in  writing  to  my  friends  at  JLaaoaBter  and 
Philadelphia,  which  were  forwarded  the  same  evening. 

Aifidiiy,  Agreeable  to  orders  of  yesterday,  seven  hundred  men  were 

uiJaiiid  to  MMk  Oi  itm  mmA  nando  n  kiMiilinn.  md  In  Iwi  fiiiiiilind  irilh 
aammution  and  eight  days  provision,  for  the  porpoae  of  marching  up  die  Soacme- 
hanna  and  meeting  General  ClinUn,  who  ia  now  oa  hie  maioh  to  lona  a  jiinoti<N| 
with  this  army. 

Two  o^dook,  P.M.,  a  firing  waa  haaid  on  llitweet  aide  of  Tioga  braaolL  irani^ 
jfolrij  i^poaita  onr  enoampment  Anamber  of  Indians,  under  cover  of  a  high 
mountain,  advanced  on  a  large  meadow  or  flat  of  grounti,  on  which  our  cattle  and 
horses  were  grazing.  Unfortunately,  two  men  were  there  to  fetch  some  horses, 
one  of  whksh  waa  killed  and  scalped,  ilia  oiMr  alighdy  wonnded,  bat  nt  elear. 
Om  bidkMk  was  likewise  killed,  wad  aavimi  public  hotaaa  taken  oC  My  regi- 
mmt  waa  oideied  in  pnmnt  of  thorn:  wo  aoooidingly  eraawd  the  biaooh  and 
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two  miles  in  wS^^t^aiai  fheir  i^u^but  the  enony  bcrtag too  mJkilm^pt. 
clear.   After  Ksouring  the  moontains  nd  Tiftnyi  nm       utmBf  Wttnatif 

much  fatigued,  about  5  o'clock,  P.  M, 

Monday,  liUh — The  detachment  under  Gci^cral  Prtor'«  ronuTiand .  agreeaWe  » 
orders,  moved  this  day,  1  o'clock,  P.  M.,  up  tiie  iiusqueiiauna  lor  the  purpose  d 
forming  a  junction  vrnh,  Oen.  Clinton. 

Several  of  our  out  conlinentalH  alarmed  the  camp  by  firing  off  ftevetml  gaa 
about  !  oVlof'k  in  the  morning,  in  consequenrr  of  wliich  hf^ht  corps  s!-x>d  uriikf 
Hrma.  Several  patrols  were  sent  out  to  recomioilre  the  front  of  eucampment,  le- 
turned  near  day-oreak,  but  made  no  disooreriee-feUum  proved  prevalve*  Qm, 
Hand,  being  ordered  with  the  ilelachment  under  Qn»  PdoTi  dl0  r^Tf^rmt  id 
ooips  devolved  on  me  during  his  absence. 

Thirxday,  17/A. — Seven  o'clock,  P.  M.,  a  firing  ■was  hearr^  nbmit  fire  hundred 
yards^  immediately  in  front  of  li^ht  corps'  encampment.  A  party  of  fiity  mea 
was  immediately  detadied  to  endeavour  to  find  out  the  cause  of  it;  letuiucd 
at  8  o'cloek,  P.  H.;  teported  that  a  party  of  Indians,  eleven  in  number,  had  ws^^ 
laid  a  few  jy^cV  horsemen,  who  were  jii'^t  rrtiiming  with  tlieir  hor^e?  from  pasture: 
that  they  had  killed  and  scalped  one  man,  and  wounded  another ;  the  wocmdfid 
man  got  nfe  to  camp,  and  the  corpse  of  the  other  was  likewise  bfooght  in. 

Aa  alim  was  firM    a  oontinenlal  absi^ 

Wtdnmdaiff  18lib-4iiQidertoentnpaoiiMofdiotes«TagflatHioke0paiaah^ 

about  the  encampment,  the  following  parties  ordLnrd  out  for  that  purpoae,  wmk 
to  be  relieved  daily  by  an  eoiml  Tmmber  uritil  we  leave  this  ground,  ri?.:  ore 
subaltern  and  twenty  men  on  the  mouiitaui  opposite  the  encanqMneotj  oo^t  sob* 
atom  and  tweoly  men  on  die  ialand,  about  a  mile  and  lialf  mw9  the  wf- 
ment,  <m  Tioga  branch,  and  one  subaltern  and  twenty  men  In  the  woods,  ahasl 
a  mile  and  a  half  immediately  in  front  of  light  corfw'  eoOBlI^lllBD^  widi  Olden  li 
waylay  and  take  every  othex  means  to  take  them. 

This  day,  by  partieiilar  foqnest  of  tereral  gentlemen,  a  diaeoane  ^nm  detivered 
in  die  Masonic  form,  by  Dr.  Rogers,  on  die  death  of  Captain  Diavia  of  the  llth 
Penn.,  and  T  imtpimrtt  Jnnf^f*  of  the  Delaware  re^ments,  who  were,  on  the  23d  of 
April  last,  mot^t  cruelly  and  ndiumaniy  massacred  and  scalped  by  the  savages, 
emiiaariea  employed  by  the  Bnitiih  king)  aa  diey  were  maicoing  with  a  detail 
meat  for  die  relief  of  tlie  garrison  at  Wyoming. 

Tbo'^e  ireyiflemen  were  both  members  of  that  honourable  and  ancient  Sr^n^tv 
Freemen.  A  number  of  brethren  attended  on  this  oocasicm  in  proper  lonzL,  and  the 
whole  was  conducted  with  propriety  and  haimony.  Text  preached  on  this  sc^nm 
occasion  was  the  first  clanee  in  the  7th  vene  of  the  7di  ehiq^r  of  Johi  **  Bamatt* 
ber  my  life  is  but  wind." 

Thartiojf,  IML— Noddng  vnnaikafaia  dua  day. 

Friday.  IMNft.— This  day  anivad  lieoL  Boyd,  of  Cel.  Bnder's  regiment,  wit 

COimti  of  Gen.  Clinton's  movementi?  on  the  §nsqnehnTmn.  and  that  a  junctiOT  wat 
formed  by  him  with  Gen.  Poor  s  detachment,  Ckokoanut^  about  thiity-five  mflea 
from  this  place.   Rain  rery  heavy  chief  part  of  die  day. 

tkUurdmfj  2 1st. — i'he  detachments  under  Gens.  Chnton  and  Poor,  on  aooount  oi 
die  Tery  naavy  lain  yeataiday,  did  not  n«eh  dna  aneampnanl  aa  waa  wptmi. 

Sundanff  22d— This  day,  1 0  o^elock,  A.  M.,  Oens.  CKnton  and Pbor'adefaehmeBO^ 
widi  about  two  hundred  and  twenty  boats,  passed  light  corps'  enoampmeot  forte 

main  armv,  about  one  R'ld  rx  hnlf  miles  in  their  rear  On  their  pafsjin^.  ther  xrew 
saluted  with  thirteen  rounds  Irora  the  park:  the  light  corps  txjmg  likewifie  drawTi 

S,  and  received  them  in  proper  fomii  witn  Col.  Proctor's  mmiDj  and  drams  and 
w  beating  and  playing. 

Jfondbgr.  f  ScL-^ThiB  day  a  moat  *«*ftW«*g  aifiiir  happened,  by  an  aeddent  of  n 
gittii  which  went  cfl^  die  nail  of  whkdi  flnfaiQd  a  tent  m  which  waa  CagitfiHihJ^ 
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the  lieutenant  wounded 

Gen.  Clinton  faring  iormed  a  juootion  wilh  the  army  at  this  place  yeeterday^  tfie 
JbOowing  all0ialkR»  in  tfie  floreral  brigades  wme  orderad  to  tue  place,  yit.:  Coi. 
Courtland'fl  regiment  to  be  annexed  to  General  Clinton's,  Colonel  Older  to  General 
Poor's,  and  Cdoa^  Bntler't  regUnant,  with  Maior  Pair's  ^otph  ^  G^noral  Hand's 
brigade. 

Tuesday.  1\fh.~'T}n'^  (}i\y  cmplnycd  liruul-  lo  m.-iko  bags  for  the  purpose  of  081- 
l^'ing  iiuur  -  hauds  eniplu}  ed  ail  day  and  mght  iii  thxa  biLsioegs. 

Agreeable  to  orders  a  signal  gnn  was  firad  fisr  the  whole  anny  to  strike  teals, 
5  o'clock,  P.  M.,  and  marched  some  small  distance  in  order  to  form  the  line  of 
inarch.  Seven  o  cloclc,  P.  M.,  another  signal  gun  was  fired  for  the  army  to  encamp 
in  proper  order,  and  to  be  in  readiness  for  an  immediate  march.   Col.  Butler's  re- 

S'ment,  with  Major  Pan's  nflemen,  joined  light  corps,  and  ODOamped  wiQi  them 
is  day,  7  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Colonel  Shrieve  took  conmiand  of  Fort  SuUiFan  this  day  agreeable  to  orders. 

Flying  hoppitaJ  and  stores  were  moved  this  day  to  the  garrison. 

» 

Wedneadatfj  2514— This  morning  was  entirely  devoted  to  packing  up  and  getting 
every  thing  m  readiness  for  an  immediate  march.  A  hesTy  rain  feU  in  at  11 
&€ikockf  MdmnBd  gieiMer  part  of  the  day,  whioiipssvialed  oiir»of«MDts. 

TWidoy,  secft.— 'He  anny  not  being  perfectly  ready  to  match  at  B  oVslock,  A. 

M.,  agreeable  to  yesterday's  orders,  the  signal  gun  for  a  march  was  not  fired  until  * 
11  o'clock,  when  tlip  whole  took  up  the  line  of  march  in  the  following  order, 
namely :  Light  corps,  commanded  by  General  Hand,  marched  in  six  columns,  the 
tight  oommanded  vy  Cdloael  Bofler,  and  the  left  oy  myself.  M ijor  P^,  with 
the  riflemen,  dispersed  considerably  in  front  of  the  whole,  with  orders  to  recon- 
noitre all  mountains,  defiles,  and  other  suspicious  places,  previous  lo  the  arrival 
of  the  army,  to  prevent  any  surprise  or  ambuscade  from  taking  place.  The  pion> 
eers,  under  command  of  a  captain,  sobaliera,  dien  followed  ato,  w^h  preceded  • 
the  park  of  artillery;  then  came  on  the  main  army,  in  two  columns,  in  tlic  <  ntre 
of  which  movpfl  tMp  pack  horses  and  cnttlo.  the  whole  flanked  on  right  and  left 
by  the  flanking  divisions,  commanded  by  C  oiunei  Dubois  and  Colonel  Oeden,  and 
Tear  brought  up  by  General  Qinloii's  brigade ; 'm  tfiis  positkm  the  whote  moved 
to  the  upper  end  of  Tioga  flats,  aboat  thiee  iniles  above  Fort  SoUiTan,  where  wo 
encarnpr'd  for  t]ii«  niirbf 

This  day  dispo&ed  of  one  my  horses  to  Mr.  Bond,  captain,  on  account  oi  his  mdis- 
poflilioni  obtained  leere  to  continne  either  at  Fort  SoUiTan,  or  go  lo  Wyoming^ 
VAtil  the  rstnm  of  the  logiioent  torn  ^  oipedltioii. 

FHday,  Augiui         On  aoooont  of  some  delays  this  morning  army  did  not 

move  until  half  past  eight  o'clock,  A.  M.  Previous  to  the  marcli  the  pioneers, 
under  cover  of  the  rifle  corps,  were  advnnced  to  the  first  and  second  dehie,  or 
narrows,  some  miles  in  front  of  our  encampment,  where  they  were  employed  in 
mending  and  entting  a  road  for  the  pack  to  pass.  The  array  marched  in  same 
order  of^yesterday,  the  country  through  which  they  had  to  pass  being  exceedingly 
mountainous  and  rough,  and  the  slow  movements  of  the  pack  considernbly  im- 

S)ded  the  march.  About  7  o'clock,  P.  M.,  we  arrived  near  the  last  narrows,  at 
e  lower  end  of  Chemung,  where  we  encamped  m  ^  following  order: 
corps  near  the  entrance  of  the  defile  or  narrows,  and  in  front  of  some  veiy  exten* 
sive  corn-fields,  some  refugee  Tories,  now  acting  with  the  fiEivour  of  the  mam  army, 
about  one  mile  in  our  rear,  and  immediately  nonting  the  cora-fields.  After  en- 
camping bad  an  agreeable  repast  of  com,  potatoes,  beans,  eocombets,  water- 
melons, squaslK  s.  -ukI  other  vegetables,  which  were  in  great  plenty,  (pro<1uced) 
from  the  com-fiei  l^  ihcndy  mentioned)  end  in  thegieateatpenection:  distance  <ML 
march  this  day,  six  miles 

Saturday,  AugvU  28fA  — Fore  part  of  this  day  being  employed  by  the  general 
and  principal  otEcers  of  the  army  in  reconnoitering  the  river  and  fiadiu^out  eome 

ivding  plaoo  for  the  artiUery,  paok  hoiiea,  and  orttle  to  woes,  tagaiaChemong, 
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the  defile  or  narrows  Tn<*nt:onf    in  mf  TesteTday^s  jourBal 
narrow,  and,  indeed,  almost  ini;na(  tu  able  for  them  to  pas3. 
The  jfoUowing  diipoastion  ior  the  uiamhiiig  of  ihe  army  took  place  aoeordiogiv. 
jr:  TbB  nfle  eorpf,  witk  Genial  Maxwetl'»Mfiid»^  and  M  flaafciiig  iM 


Bioii  01  the  army,  covering  the  park,  pack  hor=f?8,  and  mttlp.  crossed  to  the  weH 
iide  of  the  river,  and  about  one  and  a  half  mile  above  recro«*sed  the  ^amc.  aiA 
formed  a  junctioa  on  the  lower  end  of  Chemuug  ilal^  with  the  hghtcorp^,  G^^aenit 
Poor  and  CUnton's  brigades,  and  right  flanking  division  of  di^  army,  who  taek 
their  route  acro«8  an  almost  innccessible  mountain,  on  the  ea«t  side  of  Ae  fiver, 
the  bottom  of  which  forms  the  narrows  already  mentioned.  TTie  snmmh 
gained  with  the  greatest  difficulty;  on  the  top  of  the  mountain  the  lazul>|  trkiea 
are  IotbI  and  extoniivO)  axa  oioeedhigly  licn  wiAi  largo  tiubflif}  f^ba/Btty  Oil^ 
larspersed  with  underwood  and  excellent  grass.  The  prospect  from  this  moaD« 
tain  most  beautiful ;  we  had  a  view  of  the  country  of  at  le;i>if  twenty  miles  immi : 
Ihe  tine,  extensive  plains,  interspersed  with  streams  of  water,  mado  the 
vleaabg  and  elegant  from  tliiB  momitiui.  Wo  oboenrod,  soma  ctm^ 
distance,  a  numbor  of  clouds  of  smoke  aiiiin^  ohftKwe  ooodiided  tbe 
bo  encamped. 

Previous  to  the  movoment  of  tbe  army  this  dar,  a  unaU  mxty  of  soda  weie  ant 
moss  the  tivof  in  ofdar  todoBisoysoia#inf  IsdiaiihiAy  waiohiMMtenMdfairi^ 

opposila  evr  encampmoat  Before  ttMbnaaess  was  i^nia  effected  tbey  were  firal 

upon  hy  a  party  of  Indians,  who,  after  *rivin»  the  fire,  immediately  fatroaiadi  lbs 
panv  executed  their  orders,  and  all  returned  unhixrt  to  the  army. 

Tno  scoot  seat  out  last  evomnf  to  neonnoitre  the  enemy  near  Mswlnnm,  (sk 
Ihdian  village  so  called,)  returned  this  day,  and  reported  they  disooveMd  agMC 

number  of  nre«.  atul  that  they  snppo«ecf,  from  the  extensive  piece  of  ^ronal 
covered  bv  the  tires,  the  enemy  must  be  very  formidaUe,  and  mean  to  ^ve  oi 
battle.  Tney  likewise  discovered  four  or  five  smal!  soonting  parties  on  their  wiy 
towards  tkiJ0  t»lace,  it  is  supposed  to  reconnoitre  our  army.  Sinoe  our  anrnU  here  a 

great  quantity  of  furniture  was  found  b^'  our  poldiers  which  was  concealed  in  th* 
adjacent  woods.  At^er  forming  the  junction  above  mentioned,  we  took  up  the  liue  of 
march,  and  moved  to  tbe  upper  Chemung  town,  and  encamped  abont  6  o'ckick, 
P.  M.,  for  this  night   Distance  of  march  on  a  stiai^t  course,  abont  two  miles. 

From  the  great  qiiantitles  of  corn  nnd  other  vecretaNes  here  and  in  the  noiizb- 
bourhood,  it  is  supposed  tliey  intended  to  establish  Uieir  priucipil  magazine  at  ihm 
place,  which  seems  to  be  their  chief  rendezvous^  whenever  Uiey  intend  to  go  is 
war ;  it  is  the  key  to  the  Pennsylvania  and  New  York  frontier.  The  com  already 
de«;trnypd  by  onr  army  i??  not  les?*  than  5,000  husho!'^  upon  a  moderate  calcidatiooj 
and  tilt'  (inantity  yet  in  the  ground  in  this  nei;ihbourhood  is  at  lea5t  the  same, 
aides  which  there  are  vabl  (^uauliiies  of  beaiia,  potatoes,  squares,  pumpkins, 
vhidh  shsrad  the  to  of  tlis  eom. 


Sumhy.  Jugwft  29r^— Hits  morning  at  9  o'oloek  the  army  moved  m  — 
order  of  the  26th ;  the  rifiemen  were  well  scattered  in  front  of  tba  b^  ooi|%  wfai 
moved  with  the  greatest  precision  and  caution.  On  our  arrival  near  the  ndi^e  on 
which  the  action  of  the  13th  commenced  with  light  coips,  our  van  discovered 
saveral  Indiana  bi  front,  one  of  whom  aave  Ibani  a  fin,  and  then  fled.  Wa  eoo- 
tiniied  our  march  for  about  one  mile ;  the  rifle  ooips  entered  a  low  mardiy gnoad 
which  seemed  well  calculated  for  forminp:  ambuscades  ;  they  adA  anced  wiA 
great  precaution,  when  several  more  Indians  were  discovered,  who  &red  and  ie> 
treated.  Msior  P)ut,  from  those  oirenmstaiices,  judged  it  laflier  deagerooa  to  pnv 
eeed  any  further  without  taking  every  caution  to  reconnoitre  almost  every  foctsf 
ground,  and  ordered  one  of  hi^  men  to  mount  a  tree  and  pee  if  he  could  make  any 
discoveries  ■  after  being  some  time  on  the  tree  he  discovered  the  movemects  of 
wveral  Indians,  (wbidi  were  rmidered  oonspicnons  by  the  quantity  of  piunt  they 
had  on  them,)  as  they  were  hying  behmd  an  e.vtensive  bMastwori^  wbiebask 
tend'Hl  at  lea^t  half  a  mile,  and  most  artfully  covered  withsfreen  bonL^h-^.  and  trees, 
having  their  ripht  flank  secured  by  the  nver,  and  their  Idtt  by  a  moimtain.  it  was 
sitoated  on  a  rising  grotmd— about  one  bombed  yards  in  froaU  of  a  difficult 
of  watsT;  boQndM    the  manby  gioud  akaady      '  ' 
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0ie  other,  between  it  and  llie  Vraaal*woriu,  by  in  open  and  clear  field.  Mi^ 

,  Parr  immediately  gave  uitelligence  to  General  Hand  of  hie  dit«coverie9,  who  ira- 
TQf^Iiately  advanced  llie  light  corpe  wilhiji  about  three  hundred  yards  of  the  ene- 
my^a  works,  and  formed  in  line  of  battle;  the  rifle  corps,  under  cover,  advanced, 
and  lay  under  the  bank  of  the  creek  within  one  hundred  yards  of  the  lines.  Gen. 
Sullivjui,  having  previous  notice,  arrived  with  the  main  army,  and  ordered  the 
*  followinar  dif«}K)ftition  to  take  place:  The  Hfle  and  light  corps  to  continue  their 
^  position :  the  left  Hanking  division,  under  command  of  Colonel  Ogden,  to  take 
post  on  the  left  flank  of  the  light  corps,  and  General  Maxwell's  brigade,  some  dis- 
tance in  the  rear,  an  a  corps  de  reserve,  and  Colonel  Proctor's  artillery  in  front  of 
the  centre  of  the  light  corps,  and  immediately  opposite  the  breast-worK.  A  heavy 
fire  ensued  between  the  rifle  corps  and  the  enemy,  but  little  damage  was  done  oa 
either  side.  In  the  meantime,  Generals  Poor  and  Clinton's  brigades,  with  the 
right  flanking  division,  were  orilered  to  march  and  gain,  if  possiWe,  the  enemy's 
flank  and  rear,  wliilbl  the  rille  and  li^ht  corps  amused  them  in  front.  Col.  Proclor 
bad  orders  to  be  in  readiness  with  his  artillery  and  attack  the  lines,  first  allowing 
a  sufficient  space  of  time  to  Graerals  Poor,  &c.,  to  gain  their  intended  stations. 
About  3  o'clock,  P.  M.,  the  artillerv  bci^  their  attack  on  the  enemy's  works ;  the 
rifle  and  light  corps  in  the  meantime  prepared  to  advance  and  charge  j  but  the 
enemy,  finding  their  situation  rather  precarious,  and  our  troops  determined,  left 
and  retreated  nom  their  works  with  the  greatest  precipitation,  leaving  behind  them 
a  numl)er  of  blankets,  gun  covers,  and  kettles,  witn  corn  boiling  over  the  fire. 
Generals  Poor,  &c.,  on  account  of  several  difiiculties  which  they  had  to  .«^urmount, 
could  not  effect  their  designs,  and  the  enemy  probably  having  uitelligence  of 
their  approach,  posted  a  number  of  troops  on  the  top  of  a  mountain,  over  which 
they  had  to  advance.  On  their  arrival  near  the  summit  of  the  same,  the  enemy 
gave  them  a  fire,  and  wounded  several  officers  and  soldiers.  General  Poor 
pushed  on  and  gave  them  a  fire  as  they  retreated,  and  killed  five  of  the  saTagflp. 
In  the  course  of  the  day  we  took  nine  scalps,  (all  savages,)  and  two  prisonenL 
who  were  separately  examined,  and  gave  the  following  corresponding  account: 
that  the  enemy  were  seven  hundred  men  strong,  vi/..,  iive  hunared  savages,  and 
two  hundred  Tories,  with  about  twenty  British  troops,  commanded  by  a  SenefS 
chief,  the  two  Butlers.  Brandt,  and  M'Donald. 

The  infantrj'  pushetl  on  towards  Newtown ;  the  main  army  halted  and  encamped 
near  the  place  of  action,  near  which  were  several  extensive  fields  of  com  and  otner 
irefetables.  About  6  o'clock,  P.  M.,  the  infantry  remrued  and  encamped  near  the 
main  army. 

The  prisoners  further  informed  us  that  the  whole  of  their  party  had  subsisted  on 
com  oidy  for  this  fortnight  past,  and  that  they  had  no  other  provisions  with  them; 
and  that  their  next  place  of  rendezvous  would  be  at  Catharines  town,  an  Indian 
village  about  twenty-five  miles  from  this  place. 

Distance  of  marcn  (exclusive  of  counter-marches)  this  day,  abont  eight  miles. 

Monday,  Augrirt  SOffe. — On  acconnt  of  the  great  quantities  of  com,  beans,  pota- 
toes, turnips,  and  other  vegetables,  in  destroying  of  which  the  troops  were  em- 
ployed, and  the  rain  which  set  in  the  after  part  of  tlie  day,  obliged  us  to  continue 
on  the  ground  for  this  day  and  night.  The  troops  were  likewise  employed  in 
drawing  eight  days  provisions,  (commencing  1st  day  of  September.)  The  reason 
of  drawing  thi«*  great  quantity  at  one  time  was,  (however  inconsistent  with  that 
economy  which  i^^  absolutely  necessary  in  our  present  situation,  considering  the 
extensive  campaign  before  us,  and  the  time  of  consequence  it  will  require  to  com- 
plete it.)  the  want  of  pack  horses  for  transporting  the  same,  and  in  order  to  expe- 
dite this  great  point  in  view,  are  obliged  to  snbetitnte  our  soldiery  for  carrying  the 
same. 

From  the  great  and  unparalleled  neglect  of  those  persons  employee!  for  the  pur- 
pose of  supplying  the  western  army  with  everything  necessary  to  enable  them  to 
carry  througli  the  important  expedition  required  of  tliem,  General  Sullivan  was  at 
this  early  perioii  under  tlie  disagreeable  necessity  of  issuing  the  following  ad- 
dress to  the  army,  which  was  oommumcated  by  the  commandiug  officers  to  theii 
corps  separately,  viz. : 


A-PPENBIX. 


OKMBRAL  SULUTAM'S  ADDRXSS. 

"The  commander-in-chief  informs  the  troops  that  he  used  every  effort  to  procure 
proper  supulies  for  the  army,  and  to  obtain  a  sufficient  number  of  horses  to  trans- 
port them,  out  owing  to  the  inattention  of  those  whose  business  it  was  to  make  the 
necessary  provision,  he  failed  of  obtaining  such  an  ample  supply  as  he  wished, 
and  greatly  fears  that  the  supplies  onJiand  will  not,  without  the  greatest  prudence, 
enable  him  to  complete  the  business  of  the  expedition. 

"  He  therefore  requests  the  several  brigadiers  and  officers  commanding  cx)rps  lo 
take  the  mind  of  the  troops  under  their  respective  commands,  whether  they  will, 
whilst  in  this  country,  which  abounds  with  corn  and  vegetables  of  every  kind,  be 
content  to  draw  one  half  of  flour,  one  half  of  meat  and  salt  a  day.  And  ne  desires 
the  troops  to  give  their  opinions  with  freedom  and  as  soon  as  possible. 

"  Should  they  generally  fall  in  witli  the  proposal,  he  promises  they  shall  be  pul 
that  part  of  the  rations  which  is  held  back  at  the  full  value  in  money. 

"  He  flatters  himself  that  the  troops  who  have  discovered  so  much  bravery  and 
firmness  will  readily  consent  to  fall  in  with  a  measure  so  essentially  neces'sary  to 
accomplish  the  important  purpose  of  the  expedition,  to  enable  them  to  add  to  tbe 
laurels  they  have  already  gained. 

"The  enemy  have  subsisted  for  a  number  of  days  on  com  only,  withont  eiAer 
salt,  meat,  or  flour,  and  the  general  cannot  persuade  himself  that  troop«i,  who  so 
fu  surpass  them  in  bravery  and  true  valour,  will  suffer  themselves  to  De.outdcDe 
in  that  fortitude  and  perseverance,  which  not  only  distinguishes  but  dignifies  the 
soldier.  He  does  not  mean  to  continue  this  through  the  campaign,  but  only  wishes 
it  to  be  adopted  in  those  places  whore  vegetables  may  supply  the  place  of  a  part 
of  the  common  ration  of  meat  and  flour,  which  will  be  much  better  than  without 
any. 

"  The  troops  will  please  to  consider  the  matter,  and  give  their  opinion  as  soon  as 
possible." 

Agreeable  to  the  above  address,  the  army  was  drawn  up,  (this  evening.)  in 
corps  separately,  and  the  same,  through  their  commanding  officers,  made  known 
to  tnera,  and  their  opinions  requested  thereupon,  when  the  whole,  without  a  dis- 
senting voice,  cheerfully  agreed  to  the  request  of  the  general,  which  they  signified 
by  unanimously  holding  up  their  hands  and  giving  three  cheers. 

This  remarkable  instance  of  fortitude  and  virtue  cannot  but  endear  those  brave 
troops  to  all  ranks  of  people,  more  particularly  as  it  was  so  generally  and  cheer- 
fully entered  into  without  a  single  dissenting  voice. 

Tuesday,  August  31st. — ^Took  up  our  line  of  march  in  usual  order  at  9  o'clock, 
A.  M.;  marched  about  four  miles  and  a  half  through  a  broken  and  mountainous 
country,  and  an  almost  continuous  defile  on  the  east  side  of  Cavniga  branch,  the 
west  of  the  same  for  that  distance  was  an  excellent  plain,  on  which  large  quanfi* 
ties  of  corn,  beans,  potatoes,  and  other  vegetables  stood,  and  were  destroyed  by 
us  the  preceding  day.  We  then  crossed  Ca5ruga  branch,  where  it  forks'with  a 
stream  of  water  running  east  and  west,  and  landed  on  a  most  beautiful  piece  of 
country  remarkably  level.  On  the  banks  of  the  same  stood  a  small  Indian  villa^, 
which  was  immediately  destroyed.  The  soldiers  found  great  quantities  of  fumi- 
niture,  &c.,  which  was  buried,  some  of  which  they  carried  off,  and  some  was  de- 
stroyed. About  2  o'clock,  P.  M.,  we  proceeded  along  the  path  which  leads  to 
Catharines  town,  (an  Indian  village,)  and  leaves  the  Cayuga  branch  on  its  lefL 
About  5  o'clock,  P.  M.,  we  encamped  on  a  most  beautiful  plain,  interspersed  with 
marshes,  well  calculated  for  meadows.  Wood  chiefly  pine,  interspersed  with 
hazel  brushes,  auid  great  quantities  of  grass;  distance  of  march  this  day,  10  m'des. 

Wedimday,  September  1st. — About  9  o'clock,  P.  M.,  whole  army  moved  in  good 
order,  on  a  level  piece  of  ground.  About  11  o'clock,  A.  M.,  we  enteretl  an  exton- 
sive  hemlock  swamp,  not  less  than  six  miles  through ;  the  path  through  almo«t 
impa-ssible,  owing  to  the  numberof  defiles,  long  ranges  of  mountains,  ravine  ai^er 
ravine,  interspersed  with  thick  underwood,  &c.  The  infantry,  with  the  greatest 
difficulty,  got  through  about  half  past  nine  o'clock,  P.  M.   The  remainder  of  the 
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kl  getting  ihroiigl^^ 

As  the  infiamtry  were  approaching  Catharines  town  we  were  alarmed  by  the 
lK>wliDg  of  dogs  and  other  great  noise.   A  fev¥  of  the  riflemen  were  dispatched  in 
order  to  reoonnoitra  Ifas  place.    In  the  meantime  we  feimed  in  two 
columns,  at  fixed  bayonets,  with  positive  orders  not  a  man  to  fire  his  gun,  but  to 

^Ttish  on  in  case  the  enemy  should  make  a  stand ;  but  the  ritli'men  ,  who  had  been 
sent  to  reconnoitre  the  town,  returned  witli  the  intelligence  the  eucmy  had  left  it. 
*We  fhen  immediately  aherad  our  position  on  account  of  the  nariowuesa  d  die 

^load,  and  marched  in  tilths  through  the  first  part  of  the  town,  after  which  we  crossed 
the  creek:  in  a  Hold  iimnrdiately  opposite,  where  there  stood  a  number  of  houses 
also,  where  we  encunrped^  and  substituted  the  timber  of  the  houses  in  room  of 

:  flie-wood.  On  our  amral,  we  Iboad  m  Bimiber  of  fiiw  Iwmng,  whStl^  appoaiid 
vslftlMy  bad  gome  off  predpitateljr.  Tliis  day's  march  oompl^iid.  t2  miUL  ^ 

Vmniajf,  Sejd.  2d— The  dismal  situation  of  oar  peck  horses  and  cattle,  of  whkk 
several  were  killed  by  fiailling  into  ditches,  and  several  otherwise  disabled  in 
ting  through  this  horrid  swamp  last  evening,  prevented  our  march  this  moromg. 
The  fore  part  of  this  day  was  entirely  employed  in  collecting  them,  which,  from 
their  scattered  and  diro^sed  situation^  was  altanded  widitbB  gieatcst  difficulty. 

We  this  morning  Umud  an  old  squaw  who.  wp  suppose,  by  reason  of  her  ad- 
vanced age,  could  not  be  carried  off^  and  tlierefore  was  left  to  our  mercy.  On  ex- 
amining her,  she  informed  us  that  the  Indians,  on  our  ajmroach  last  evening,  went 
.off  very  precipitataly ;  that  Am  women  and  ekildfen  had  gone  off  in  the  morning 
to  takt'  shelter  in  some  mountains,  until  the  army  had  passed  them;  that  Colonel 
Butler  promised  he  would  send  l^M^k  some  warriors,  who  should  conduct  them  by 
bye-ways  to  some  place  of  safety.  She  further  adds,  that,  previous  to  the  sqoaws 
going  off.  there  was  great  contentkai  with  them  and  the  wairioia  abtitt  thaii  gbisg 
off;  the  former  had  determined  on  staying  and  submitting  to  our  generosity ;  the 
latter  opposed  it,  and  informed  them  that,  by  such  a  step,  the  American?*  would  be 
able  to  Dring  them  to  any  terms  they  pleased;  whereas^  did  they  go  otl|^  tl^ 
woidd  hate  it  in  their  power  to  oonio  to  more  Jafoomble  terms,  Aobm  ai  twiiywf 
*'iny  kind  be  offered. 

Catharines  town  is  pleasantly  situated  on  a  creek,  about  three  miles  from  Seneca 
lake ;  it  contained  nearly  fifty  houses,  in  general,  very  good — the  country  near 
it  very  exeelfent.  Wo  wana  several  very  fine  com-neMs,  which  afforded  the 
greatest  plenty  of  com,  beans,  &c.,  of  which,  after  our  fatiguing  march,  we  had  an 
agreeaUlo  repast.  After  getting  ever)^thing  in  perfect  readiness,  we  took  up  our 
luie  ol  marcQ  at  7  o'clock  this  moming.  The  roads  from  this  place  for  about  one 
milo  woio  lalfasr  difflenti  and  swampy.  Wo  Ami  asnaadoa  a  rising  coonliy, 
wtakAk  was,  in  general,  level,  exceming  a  few  defiles  which  we  had  to  pass,  bat 
were  by  no  reason  dangerous  or  difficuU.  The  lands  are  rich,  abouncfing  with 
fine,  laige.  and  clear  timberj  chiefly  white  oak.  hickory,  walnut,  and  aah  ^  bounded 
on  the  lat  Ibr  aiboat  tfaioo  miles  with  oioalwntmaian  or  meadow  froond.  aitr 
which  proceeds  the  beautiful  Seneca  lake,  which  aboonds  with  all  kmds  oi  fisb, 
particularly  salmon,  trout,  rock,  that  which  resembles  perch,  as  also  sheep-head. 

Previous  to  our  leaving  this  place,  the  squaw  which  wiis  taken  here,  was  lefi, 
and  a  but  aroeted|  of  which  dto  took  poaaassioo.  A  quautit3r  of  wood  was  also 
fttfiared  and  canned  to  the  hut  for  her  use ;  she  was  also  provided  with  a  quantity 
of  provisions.  AU  thoso  &T0ttia  bad  sttoh  sa  offMl  OQ  her  that  it  diow  team  from 
bor  savage  eyes. 

It  is  about  three  Blilosm  breadth,  and  aboot  forty  miles  in  length.  Upon  tho 

li^t,  though  considerably  up  the  countnr.  is  another  delightftil  lake,  called  Kajr* 
nga  lake;  abooods  With  all  kinds  of  nui  also^  and  is  ^ot  forty-six  miles  m 

length. 

We  prooeeded  along  this  beantUnl  oottitiT  dMOttwelTO  mOos,  and  eneampod 
near  a  eom-field|  on  wbfoh  stood aarorall&diiBi  oabina ;  bearing  between  the  hgbt 

corps  and  main  arniy  aa  advaiiiHF">*  i*^^>nB>|  andbooiidedoiioiir  laAbj^Sffi^ 

lake. 

Previous  to  our  arrival  here  the  IndUaoa  wbo  occupied  the  cabins  already  men- 
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tioned,  probably  discovered  our  approach,  puahad  cM  precipitately;  

kettles  with  com  boiling  over  the  fire.    During  our  march  tlus  day  we  u_ 
MverBl  tree9  with  the  following  characteni  newly  cut  on  them  hr  thom 
commanded  by  Brandt  and  the  Butlers^  and  with  whom  we  had  toe  aclioD  «Bi 
2dth  ultimo. 


Satnrdayy  Sett.  Ath. — On  account  of  the  rain  this  morning  (he  army  did  noli, 
until  10  o  elocK,  A.  M.  We  passed  through  a  delijrhllul  level  counlr)-,  tbe  <ai«; 
which  very  rich,  tlie  timber  fine  and  large,  inter4>«r8ed  with  hazel  buekes.  fiv 
grass,  and  pea  vines.  On  our  march  we  discovered  several  fires  burning  vkkA 
rally  intimated  some  of  the  savages  were  not  far  off  in  front  of  us.  We  <kHfeoyad 
fWYeral  fields  of  com,  and,  after  a  march  of  thirteen  miles,  we  eocamped  ia  ftr 
woods,  in  the  front  of  a  very  large  ravine,  and  about  half  a  mile  from  SeoBCA  kkr 
On  account  of  some  difficulties  with  the  pack-horiies,  &c.,  the  main  axmj  didtv 
reach  so  far  as  the  infantry,  and  encamped  about  two  miles  in  their  rear. 

Sunday,  Sent.  5th. — About  9  o'clock  this  morning  the  army  moved  thioqg^  t 
country  mucn  the  same  as  yesterday.  About  12  o'clock  we  arrived  at  Cm 
about  three  miles  from  the  last  encampment,  where  we  encamped  for  this 
Previous  to  our  arrival  we  entered  several  cora'fields.  and  fumiahed  the 
with  two  days  allowance  of  the  same.  The  rifleraen.  wlio  were  advHM 
a  prisoner  who  was  taken  last  year  by  the  savages  on  the  east  branch  of  like  6w> 
quehanna.  An  Indian,  who  lay  concealed,  fired,  but  without  effect  on  oar  nfl^ 
men,  and  immediately  fled. 

•  On  examining  this  priponer,  he  informed  us  that  Brandt,  with  near  a  thooMtti 
•Rivages,  indutling  Butler's  Rangers,  left  this  town  last  Friday,  seeiningjy  nsdlk. 
fri-rhtencd  and  fatigued — that  they  were  puehing  for  Kanadauaga,  an  Indian 
lage,  where  they  mean  to  make  a  stand  and  dve  us  battle.  He  iiinAier  taktaa 
tU5  fhat,  exclusive  of  a  con^derable  number  of  j?avage9  killed  and  wounded  aftr 
action  of  the  29th,  seven  Tories  were  killed  ;  that  all  their  wounded,  with  Bomt 
dead,  were  carried  in  Canoes  up  the  Cayuga  branch-^lhaX  they  allow  ibtey  aj^ 
tained  a  ver^  heavy  loss  in  that  action.  ^ffff 

Canadia  is  mucn  the  finest  village  we  have  vet  come  to.  It  is  PituavJ  on  a 
rising  ground,  in  the  midst  of  an  extensive  apple  and  peach  ordliard,  wiibia  ^mIi 
a  mile  of  Seneca  lake ;  it  contains  about  forty  well-tiuished  hoosee,  and  evew 
thine  about  it  seems  neat  and  well  improved. 

Monday f  Sept.  6th. — ^The  fore  part  of  the  day  was  entirely  employed  in  huaMK 
up  our  horses  and  cattle,  a  number  of  which  were  lost.  About  2  o'clock  we  loci 
up  our  line  of  march,  and  moved  about  three  miles,  when  we  encamped  oa  a 
beautiful  piece  of  woodland,  (interspersed  with  vast  quantities  of  pea  vinee,  whid 
served  for  food  for  oiur  horses,)  our  rear  covered  by  the  lake,  oiir  flank  by  coosh 
derablo  ravines. 

On  the  fourth,  whilst  on  our  march,  several  officers'  waiters,  who  had  delaftd 
in  the  rear,  lost  the  path  along  which  the  army  moved,  and,  towards  ni^,  foaad 
themselves  near  an  Indian  viUage,  which  had  been  previously  evacuated.  They 
found  a  quantity  of  plunder,  which  they  brought  off,  first  putting  the  town  in  damm- 
A  captain  and  a  parly,  on  missing,  being  sent  in  pursuit,  and  fell  in  with  thea  m 
they  were  returning  to  the  encamping  place  occupied  by  the  army  the  precediag 
day,  and  conducted  them  safe  to  tne  army  at  Canadia. 

An  express  from  Tioga,  with  packets,  &c.,  for  the  array,  arrived  this  day  C 
head  quarters — received  several  letters  from  my  friends. 

Tttesdny,  Sept.  7th. — At  half-past  seven  o'clock  the  army  moved  and  arrived  at 
the  head  of  the  lake  about  2  o'clock.  P.  M.  The  country  we  parsed  through  was 
exceedingly  fine,  and  cliieHy  along  the  water  for  eight  miles  and  a  halt 

About  3  o'clock,  P.  M.,  the  riile  and  infantr}'  corps  crossed  at  the  raooth  of  the 
lake,  about  knee  deep,  and  not  above  thirty  yards  wide.  On  our  arriv^  on  the 
opposite  shore,  we  immediately  entered  a  dangerous  and  narrow  defile,  bounded 
on  the  left  by  the  head  of  Seneca  lake,  and  on  our  right  by  a  lai^e  xoonsft  aad 
flooded  at  mtorvals,  well  calculated  to  form  an  ambuscade.  From  every  cir- 
cumstanoe;  both  as  to  intelligence  and  the  great  advantage  the  enemy  ■ngfatbave 
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had  from  ilsftliiailiai,  vm  fi^ly  expedsd  an  attaok.  Bammty  w  moved  through. 

in  files,  supported  by  the  two  flanking  divisions,  and  iiaincd  the  otht  r  ^itlt\  Tlu; 
main  army  then  crossed,  and  took  our  plfwe.  We  then  moved  ihrou-^li  a  second 
defile,  as  difficult  as  the  first,  aud  formed  again  uuiil  the  niaiu  artay  puMH,'^t*d 


a  third  defile,  and  foimeil  ui  a  com-fielil.  ncir  a  hirge  house,  which  was  Lujauti- 
fully  situated  on  the  head  of  the  lake,  md  geaenUiy  occupied  by  Builer,  oae  oi' 
the  savage  leaders. 

The  light  corps,  flanked  by  two  fluiking  divisions,  received  orders  to  move  and 

gain  the  rear  of  the  town.  The  muiii  rtrrny  took  tlio  path,  and  marched  imiaodi- 
ately  in  front  ot  the  same^  but  the  enemy  no  doubt  havmf,'  previous  notice  ol  our 
movements,  had  abandoned  die  town,  which  we  entered  about  dusk,  leavijijr  be- 
hind them  a  number  of  bear  and  deer  ekiae,  and  also  a  fine  white  chikl  of  wout 
Ihree  years  old. 

This  town  is  called  Kanatfasmra,  and  appears  to  be  one  of  their  capital  setUe- 
ments;  about  it  is  a  line  apple  orchard  and  a  council-hou6e.  There  was  iu  the 
neighbourhood  a  great  quantity  of  com,  beans,  &c.,  which,  after  taking  ^reat  quan* 
titles  for  the  use  of  the  army,  we  totally  destroyed  :  burned  the  houses,  which  were 
in  number  about  My,  and  gudied  the  apple  trees.  IHstanoe  of  match  tbia  day, 
about  12  miles. 

Wednesday,  Sept.  8<A.— This  day  we  lay  on  our  ground;  the  riiie  corps,  with 
several  other  parties,  were  detached  down  the  hue  to  destroy  a  small  viUage, 
called  Oa^uiiingiMy  and  a  quantity  of  com,  60*,  ia  tbia  neigblxmrhood,  and  U10 

army  prepared  for  a  march  early  to  morrow  morning. 

Vanous  opinions  prevailed  between  many  officers  about  our  proceeding  any 
further  on  account  of  our  provisions;  but  General  Sullivan,  with  a  number  of  om- 
ceia,  nobly  resolved  to  encounter  every  difficulty  to  execute  the  important  expedi- 
lion,  and  determined,  notwithstanding  the  horrid  neglect  in  not  funiishluir  us  with 
provision,  horses,  &c.,  sufficient  to  enable  us  to  carry  through  the  expedition,  evea 
to  proceed  on  with  the  scanty  pittance,  and  accomplish  the  arduous  task  of  d^ 
stroying  the  whole  Semeea  eounliy. 

Tkarsdmff  Sai.  9UL-^Oa  account  of  a  namber  of  pack  boisea  which  had  gone 

astray  and  could  not  be  found,  the  army  did  not  march  at  6  o'clock  agreeable  to 
yesterday's  orders.  A  command  of  fifty  men,  under  a  captain,  returned  from  tliis 
place  to  Tioga  to  escort  the  ekk.  and  those  who  were  not  able  to  proceed  without 
retarding  the  march  of  the  anny,  which  ia  now  under  the  necessity  on  aocoont  of 
our  wants  to  be  as  ezpedilioaa  aa  possible  to  complete  the  expedition ;  all  those 
pack  horses  whieh  were  lame,  or  otherwise  reduced,  likewise  returned. 

About  twelve  o'clock  the  army  marciied;  their  lirst  route  was  over  bushy  land, 
interspersed  with  remarkably  wild  h'x^h  grass,  and  appeared  to  have  been  for- 
merly cleared  We  then  descended  into  an  extensive  maple  swamp,  wbidi  waa 
very  rich,  and  well  calculated  for  meadow,  .\rier  marchin;^  seven  miles,  we 
came  to  a  creek,  known  by  the  name  of  Flint  Creek,  which  the  whole,  excepting 
Clinton's  brigade,  crossed,  and  encamped  on  a  plain  which  had  been  occupied  by 
the  enemy  but  a  mw  days  before  for  the  same  purpose.  ,  Distance  of  maioh,  seven 
miles. 

The  rifle  corps  who  yesterday  went  to  destroy  Gaa^hsiungua  this  evenini;  reluruod . 
They  report  it  was  a  nne  town,  well  iraprove<l,  wUh  a  great  quantity  of  corn  near 
the  same ;  likewise,  an  abundance  of  bean.-«,  water-melon^  peaches,  and  all  kinds 
of  vegetables,  the  whole  of  which  they  totally  destroyed. 

Frifhy,  Sept.  lOfSL— >At  8  o^clock  this  momina:  the  army  took  up  their  line  of 
march  in  the  usual  order.  Their  route,  about  four  mile*,  continued  through  the 
swamp,  which,  in  some  places,  was  miry,  andditficult  for  pack  horses,  oiiier  wise 
Ibe  foot  wovld  not  have  been  mach  lelaided.  We  then  arrived  on  very  fina 
ground  for  maichiag,  which,  to  all  appearance,  was  (M  clearad  fields,  as  they 
contained  a  great  qtiantity  of  wild  ;^ass  as  hii,'h  as  the  horses  in  many  places. 
The  land  continued  in  this  manner  (alternately  having  a  strip  of  wood  tM»lween^ 
for  about  four  miles,  when  we  arrived  at  a  lalte,  (toe  name  I  eodd  moi  Icamj 


themselves  of  the  same 
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which  appeared  to  be  a  miln  wi/ln.  and  ?ix  or  seven  miles  in  length.  Wr  rrn.r<  h-:^ 
hall  a  naile  along  this  lake,  aad  <  anjc  to  the  mouUi,  which  we  crossed ;  the  via.« 
WW  not  iknee  deep,  and  about  thirty  yards  orer :  bat  it  nairowod  to  laot  tbaL abort 
twenty  yard?  from  the  month,  it  was  not  in  Af  idtn  more  than  five,  but  much  aceper. 
We  then  moved  up  a  finp  t  ountr}-  from  the  lake,  and  in  half  a  mile  came  to  ka- 
nadalaugua,  a  beautifttUy  situated  town,  contaiioing  between  twentj  and  thii^ 
houses,  weU  finished,  chiefly  of  hewn  plank,  which  we  immediately  onrned,  aad 
proceeded  about  half  a  mile  on  our  right,  where  we  found  a  large  field  of  com. 
squashpp.  beans,  &c.  At  this  place  we  encamped,  but  were  very  >.ai!ly  o!f  5"f 
Water,  having  none  bnl  what  we  sent  half  a  mile  for,  and  that  very  bail  The 
Seneca  cotmtry,  (irom  its  extreme  flatness,  baring  no  good  spriiigs,  which  v  el* 
tremely  disagreeable  for  a  matching  army.   Distance  of  maroh  uiia  day,  9  muei. 

In  thfiitown  a  dor  washonsr  np,  with  a  string  of  wampnm  rmmd  hi*  neck,  on 
a  tree,  curiously  decorated  and  trimmed.  On  inquiry,  1  was  informed  that  itwa» 
a  castom  among  the  savages  before  they  went  to  war  to  offer  thb  as  u  eaerifiee  to 
JM^rs,  the  God  of  War,  and  praying  that  he  might  strengthen  them.  In  ratom  far 
those  favours,  they  promise  to  present  him  with  the  akin  for  a  tobaiooopoodi. 

Salnnlry,  Sc{)t.  l\th. — .tViXreeable  to  ortler.s  we  took  up  our  line  of  fHiirch  'J  i' 
morninjT  j)rt'C'i>ely  ut  6  o'flock.  We  moved  lhrotii:^h  a  ttiickel  and  swamp  ne;a 
one  mile  before  we  gained  the  main  path.  The  iniuniry,  on  account  of  this  dii^'«i!t 
swamp,  cooM  not  possibly  march  in  the  nsoal  order,  without  being  con8ideral4y 
dispersed.  We  moved  aluni;  this  path  for  about  three  miles,  after  which  we  a*- 
cendpd  a  riphi2:  irronrui ;  the  country  remarkably  fine  and  rich,  cormedl  chietfy 
with  pine,  oak,  and  hickory  timber.  At  intervals  we  crossed  considerable  clear 
^ds.  with  remarfcably  high,  wild  grass.  About  1  o'clock  we  descended  into  t 
most  oeautiful  valley,  within  one  mile  of  an  Indian  village,  known  by  the  name 
of  Anyayea.  fitnale  on  a  fin©  plain,  within  abont  half  a  mile  of  Anyayea  lake, 
which  is  but  small  and  veiy  beautiful,  and  abounds  with  all  kinds  of  fi^h.  This 
town  contains  about  twelve  honses,  cniefly  hewn  logs.  About  it  are  sereiat  Isags 
com'fields,  and  a  namber  of  apple  and  other  fruit  trees.  We  encamped  abotttvo 
O'clock  for  this  day,  after  completing  a  match  of  thirteen  milea. 

Stmd/ni,  ^rj)t.  12th. — In  order  to  expedite  otir  march,  and  prevent  tho  enemy  from 
making  oil  with  their  effects  from  Jenese,  their  capital,  and  hist  town  in  the  Senaca 
country,  il  was  determined  a  garrison  of  iifty  men,  with  those  soldiers  who  were 
not  very  able  to  march,  should  conttnoe  at  this  post,  m  order  to  guaid  oor  ttom, 
viz.,  ammunition  and  flour,  until  our  return. 

The  rain  havings  set  in  ven'  heavy  this  morning,  we  conld  not  move  until  abont 
twelve  o'clock.  \Ve  then  began  our  inarch,  but,  on  account  of  a  defile  which  we 
had  to  cross,  could  not  march  in  the  usual  order.  After  passing  the  same,  we  took 
up  our  line  of  march  as  usual,  and  a.<cended  a  ri.-^ing  piece  of  t;ronn;h  Af.cr 
marcliiuL'  abnnt  five  miles,  we  came  to  a  lake,  wliich  we  crossed  ai  the  month, 
beuig  about  knee  deep,  and  about  ten  yards  over.  We  then  ascended  ancHier 
risinff  piece  of  ground,  composed  of  exceedingly  fine,  rich  land,  with  laige  otk 
and  hickory  timber,  and,  at  intervals,  whh  marsh  or  swamp,  well  calculate*!  lor 
meadow  gfonnd.  After  arriving  within  half  a  mile  of  Kanaghsas,  a  ^mall  In  Uan 
village,  wliich  wa4>  previously  destined  lor  this  day's  march,  n^ht  s«l  iu,  and  Uie 
main  army  beins  at  least  a  mile  in  our  rear,  we  received  om&n  to  e&«antp  for 
this  night,  which  was  in  the  woods,  and  exceedingly  ill  calc  it  '  nl  for  thai  pur- 
po!«e,  no  water  being  nearer  than  half  a  mile.  This  day's  march  completed  tveire 
miles. 

After  we  encamped,  Lieutenant  Boyd,  of  the  rifle  corps,  some  velimteeis,  tod 

as  many  riflemen,  made  up  six  and  twenty  in  the  whole,  were  seat  up  to  recon* 
noiire  the  town  of  Jenesse.  havin-i  for  tlieir  ^tide  an  Onieada  Indian,  named  Han- 
yost,  a  chief  of  tliat  tribe,  who  has  been  remarkable  for  his  attachment  to  llai 
eountiy,  having  served  as  a  vohmteer  since  the  commencement  of  the  war. 

Monday,  Sept.  \3th. — ^This  morning  before  daylight  we  left;  the  general  beat,  oa 
which  the  tents  were  immediateljr  struck,  and  in  half  an  hour  the  azmy  marnied 
into  the  town  of  Kaaaghs as,  which  oontained  ten  htmses^  ^aie  on  a  flat  nitr 
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Uie  head  of  a  small  lake.  The  flat  contained  a  great  nuaaiiiy  of  corn,  anii  voga- 
lablea  of  all  kinds,  wluoh  were  remarkably  well  tended.  At  thia  plaoe  we  halted 
to  draw  provisions,  viz.,  beef,  (half  alio w^oe,)  and  to  destroy  the  town,  com,  &c. 

Four  men  of  Lieutenant  Boyd's  parly  this  monuDii  r(»turned,  bringing  information, 
of  the  town  of  GaghsuquUahery  (which  they  took  lor  Jenese^  being  abandoned . 
About  18  o'olook  we  were  alarmea  by  some  Indians  firing  uia^ivin^  chase  to  Mr. 
Lodge  and  a  few  men  who  went  forward  to  survey.  They  wounded  a  corporal, 
who  died  n»  \t  dav,  and  chased  them  until  one  of  out  camp  seatiiieis  fired  oa 
them  and  stopped  tKeir  career. 

Lieutenant  Boyd  having  retired  from  the  town  of  Gaghsuquilaheiy  to  wait  for 
the  arrival  of  the  main  army,  which  was  detained  longer  than  he  expected,  lie 
sent  back  two  men  to  know  the  cause ;  these  two  men  had  not  trone  far  Ivr'^-^o 
they  discovered  a  few  lodiaos  ahead.  They  then  retired  and  iniormed  Lieutunaat 
Boyd,  who  immedialelv,  with  his  party,  gave  chase,  and  followed  them  within 
•boot  two  miles  and  a  half  from  the  main  army,  where  a  body  of  sava^res,  of  at 
least  four  or  five  hundrod,  lay  concealed,  and  probably  intended  giving  the  maiu 
array  (the  ground  being  favourable  on  their  side)  a  fire,  and  push  olf  according  to 
custom,  who  iramediaielv  sorroonded  him  and  his  party.  He  nobly  fought 
them  for  some  considerable  time ;  but,  by  their  'n'oat  superiority,  he  was  oUi^Ml 
to  attempt  a  retreat,  at  the  same  time  loading  and  firing  ns  his  party  ran. 

The  Indians  killed,  and,  in  the  most  inhuman  manner,  tomahawked  and 
icalped  six  that  were  found.  Nine  of  the  party  have  got  safe  ui ;  but  Uentenant 
Boyd  and  Heniost.  (the  Indian  already  mentioned,)  with  seven  others,  are  yet 
missing,  one  oi  wnnm  we  know  is  a  prisoner,  as  one  Murphy,  a  ritlomaii  of  the 
party,  who  made  his  escape,  saw  him  in  their  po-tsession.  This  Murphy  is  a 
noted  marksman,  and  a  great  soldier,  he  having  killed  and  scalped  that  morning, 
in  the  town  diey  were  at,  an  Indian,  which  makes  the  three  and  thirtieth  man  of 
the  PHPrny  he  has  killed,  ns      v  11  known  to  his  offirpr??,  thi-*  war 

There  being  a  swamp  or  moraes  totally  impassable  for  our  horses,  in  front  of 
KanaL^lisaS;  the  infantry-  and  rifle  corps  passed  over,  and  amended  the  hill, 
wherein  Indians  lay.  in  hopes  to  come  up  with  diem;  but  they  had  fled,  leaving 
behind  them  upwards  of  one  hundred  blanket?,  a  great  number  of  hats,  and  many 
other  things,  which  we  took,  and  then  halted  until  the  main  army  arrived,  they 
having  first  been  obliged,  in  order  to  enable  them  to  move,  to  throw  a  hedge  over 
tfaemoiass. 

The  whole  then  took  up  their  line  of  march;  and  prrwecded  to  the  town  of 
Gai^hsuquilahery,  ihroush  the  tinest  coujitry  I  almost  ever  >a\v,  witiiout  exception. 
Bel  fore  dusk  we  arrived  within  sight  of  the  town.  The  Indians,  having  throMm 
tfiemselves  in  a  wood  on  the  opposite  side,  the  loilnwiii*;  disposition  for  an  attack 
was  immediately  ordered  to  take  place,  viz.:  The  intantry,  with  the  artillery,  to 
pusli  on  in  front;  General  Maxwell  s  brigade,  with  the  left  Hankinir  division,  to 
endeavour  to  gain  tlie  enemy's  right;  Geuerul  Poor't*  bri^a<le  to  move  and  gain 
their  leA;  the  right  flanking  division,  and  two  regiments  from  General  CUnton^a 
briga<le  to  move  round  Boor's  riirht  flank  ;  the  infantry  to  rush  on  in  front,  sup- 
ported  by  the  remainder  of  Clinton's  brigade.  \Vo  then  moved  forward,  and  took 
possession  of  the  town  without  opposition;  the  eneiny  dying  before  aero»3  a 
Dianeh  of  Genese  river,  through  a  tnieket,  where  it  was  impossible  for  us  to  follow, 
we  not  hem<j^  acquainted  with  the  country,  and  night  having  set  in.  Wereceivea 
orders  to  encamp^  after  making  a  maroh'of  eight  and  a  half  miles. 

7%urtday,  Sept.  14//». — Previous  to  our  march  this  morning  parties  were  ordered 
out  to  destroy  me  com,  which  thev  didi  pluckiug  and  throwing  it  into  the  nver. 
About  11  o'clock  we  took  up  our  nne  m  march  and  proceeded  for  Jeneise,  the 
last  and  capital  settlement  of  the  Seneca  country :  the  whole  cros&e<l  a  branch  (4 
the  .Teniae  river,  and  moved  through  a  considerable  swamp,  and  formed  on  a  plain 
the  other  side,  the  most  exten.sive  I  over  saw,  containing  not  less  than  six  liiou- 
sand  acres  of  the  richest  soil  that  can  be  conceived,  not  having  a  btiah  standing, 
but  filled  with  gras"  cannAdersbly  higher  than  a  man.  We  moved  up  this  plam 
for  about  three  milf^s  in  nnr  re^rnlar  line  of  march,  wliich  was  a  henuttnd  siirlit.  ns 
a  view  of  tlie  whole  could  be  had  at  one  look,  and  then  eami^  to  Jenif^e  river, 
which  we  crossed;  he'm^  about  forty  yards  over,  and  near  middle  deep;  and  tlien 
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ascended  a  ri^ig  ground,  %vhich  afTordeil  a  prospect  which  vras  to  beaafifd  tte 
to  attempt  a  oomparieonj  woold  be  doin^  an  injury,  aa  we  had  m  ritwmlum 
our  t'Vt's  could  carry  ue  of  another  plain,  besides  the  one  we  crossed,  Arpod 
whicli  the  Jenise  river  formed  a  most  beautiful  windinc',  and,  aft  jBtflrvaiiy  oMp 
racis^  which  rolled  from  the  rocks,  and  emptied  into  the  river. 
«  We  thea  marclied  on  through  a  rough  rat  rich  country,  nntfl  W9  «mv8d  M  At 
capital  town,  which  is  moch  we  hiigeai  we  have  jtft  bmI  within  onr  wkala  id^ 
and  encamped  about  the  pame. 

At  this  place  we  found  the  body  of  the  brave  but  unfortnoale  Lieateouit  Bqji 
tod  one  rifleman,  xnaancred  in  the  most  eiuel  and  haihaiODa  maaiMr  fk/t  A? 
human  mind  oan  poeriUjr conceive;  the  savages  having  pot  them  to  the  most  ei- 
eructating  torment?  possible,  by  first  plucking  tlieir  nails  from  their  hand*,  tb« 
apearinc,  cutting,  and  whipping  them,  and  mangling  their  bodies,  then  ciming 
ue-fleah  from  their  sbowlera  by  pieces,  tomalmwfii^  and  aevering  their  mtk 
from  their  bodies,  and  then  leaving  them  a  ptejr  to  Ifaeir  dofi.  We  likewlmliMil 
CnP  house  burned,  in  which,  proltablv,  was  a  f«cenr  a«  rnipl      i.hr»  fr>r-n^r.r^ 

This  evening  the  remains  of  Lieutenant  Boyd  and  the  rUleman  &  corpse  vrm 
intoned  with  mllifafy  hononra.  Mr.  Boyd'a  mrmer  good  c^mnoter,  m  m  Itm 
ioldier.  and  an  honeet  man,  and  his  behaTionrin  the  skirmish  of  yestenlanr  (mif^ 
ral  of  tne  Indians  being  found  i!ead,  art']  =nmp  Reen  carried  off.)  must  encfcur  him 
to  all  friends  of  mankind.  May  his  iaie  await  those  who  have  been  the  can;^  o; 
his.  Oh !  Britain,  behold  and  blush.  Jenise  town,  the  cs^ital  of  8«nect 
nation,  ia  pleasantly  situated  on  a  rich  and  o.vtonsive  flat,  the  mH  lemwlMfalyricL 
»nd  great  parts  well  improved  \\  ilh  fioKls  of  corn,  beans,  potatoes,  and  all  kiadl 
of  vegetables.    Il  contained  one  hundred  and  seven  weii-hiiished  hoiisea. 

Wednesday,  Srpt.  lo/A. — ^This  morniog  the  whole  army,  exceptinjr  a  cnrerng 
party,  were  engaged  in  destroying  the  com,  beans,  potatoes,  and  crther  veg*;L4i4i!. 
whion  were  in  quantity  tmmensei  and  in  goodness  tin  equaled  by  any  I  ever  jet 
saw.  Agreeable  to  a  moderate  calculation,  there  was  not  less  tKan  two  hnndred 
acres,  the  whole  of  which  was  pulled  and  piled  up  in  large  heap?,  mixed  with  (fry 
wood,  taken  from  the  houses,  and  consumed  to  ashes.  About  3  o'clock,  P.  Mi, 
the  bosinesa  was  finished,  and  the  immediate  objects  of  ihia  expedition  eomptoad, 
viz.,  the  total  min  of  the  Indian  settlements,  and  the  deslraotioii  of  dm  engt^ 
The  foUowine  ia  a  part  ot  the  orders  issued  this  dajTi  Tuc: 

"  The  commander-in-chief  informs  this  l>rave  and  resolute  array  that  the  iraine- 
diate  object?  ofthi.s  expedition  are  accomplished,  viz. '.total  ruin  of  the  Indian  set- 
tlements, and  the  deii-truction  of  their  crops,  which  were  de»igned  far  the  support 
of  those  inhuman  baiharians,  while  they  were  desolating  the  Aroerietm  frartvffa 
He  if5  by  no  means  insen?«i!>le  of  the  oVilIi^ations  he  i?  under  to  tliose  brave  oiTicc* 
and  soldiers  whose  virtue  and  fortitutle  have  enabled  him  to  complete  the  ini?  rr- 
ant  desipn  of  the  expedition,  and  he  assures  them  lie  will  not  fail  to  inform  Aase- 
fiea  at  taige  how  mtx;h  they  stand  hkdebted  to  them.  The  anny  wfll  this  dqr 
oommence  its  march  for  Tioga."  * 

Previous  to  our  leaving  Jenise,  a  woman  with  a  child  came  io  to  us,  xrho  had 

been  taken  prisoner  last  year  near  Wyoming,  and  fortunately  made  her  escape 
from  the  savages.  She.  with  hei  b:uitllng,  was  almost  starved  for  want  of  food; 
she  informa  us  that  the  Indians  have  been  in  great  want  all  last  spring — that  ihey 
6ub*sisted  entirely  on  green  corn  this  summer — ^that  their  squaws  were  fretting^ 
digiously,  and  continually  It^azlnii:  their  warriors  to  make  peace — that  bypromitw 
by  Butler  and  his  minions,  they  are  fed  up  with  great  things  that  shouhi  be  doae  for 
them— that  they  seem  considerably  cast  down  and  frightened ;  and,  in  short,  she 
says  distress  and  trouUe  seem  paintod  on  their  oonntensfioea.  Distance  of  muik 
this  day^  aix  miles. 

Thursday,  Sept.  Wh. — Afier  destroying  several  corn-fields,  we  took  up  our  line 
of  march  about  H  o'clock,  A.  M.,  and  proceeded  towards  Kanaghsas.  Previou* 
to  our  arrival  there,  parties  were  ordered  out  to  reconnoitre  the  woods,  and  gamer 
the  bodies  of  those  soldiers  who  M  in  the  skirmish  of  the  IStfau  FWtean,  in* 
eluding  those  six  mentioned  in  my  journal  of  the  13th,  were  Jbundfand  buri«d 
\vith  militaiy  honouis.  The  sigbt  was  most  shocking,  as  ihey  were  all  scalped, 
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MnahawM,  iacl  moft  intonanly  mangled.  Amongst  tfiow  tmfartuntia  tarn 

"Wan  HanjoBt,  the  volunteer  Indian,  who  mivd  equally  wiili  the  rest.  About  six 
oVlryrk  we  arrived  at  Kann'jh'^n'^  and  encampwi.  ^Ve  found  several Gom^^kkli 
which  were  imniedialely  laid  v.ii.ste.    Our  march  this  day,  9  miles. 

Friday,  Sept.  17i^.— About  5  o'clock  this  morning  the  general  beat,  the  tents  were 
iBtTuck,  and  the  Ime  of  march  taken  up  about  6  o  clock.  We  arrived  at  Auyeaya 
about  12  o'clock,  being  the  place  our  stores,  with  a  garrison,  was  left.  It  was  not 
with  a  little  satisfaction  that  we  found  ever^thin;;  pah*.  We  were  not  %vithout  our 
apprehensions  about  them,  on  account  of  the  intelligence  we  were  fearful  the 
enemy  mi^hthave  collected  from  the  unfortunate  prisoners  who  fell  in  their  hands 
on  the  I3ta.  We  encamped  in  the  aame  oidef|  and  on  the  anme  gionnd  as  on 
the  nth  Inst 

Saturday,  Sept.  \StL — ^This  morning  about  8  o'clock  the  army  moved;  ihtt  IMT 
wa«»  onlered  (before  they  left  the  ground)  tn  kill  all  such  horses  as  were  unable 
to  move  along,  lest  they  bhoukl  fall  into  the  enemy's  hands.  On  our  route  we  iell 
in  with  aeTeml  Oneida  Indiana,  (oujr  ineads.^  who  teemed  moch  rejoiced  at  our 
cnat  success  against  the  Seneca  nations.  We  anived  about  6  o'clock,  P.  M.,  at 
the  easi  side  of  the  Kanadaugua  hkiB,  whefe  we  enrampiw^  afiar  eomfleting  a 

aiarch  of  thirteen  miles  and  a  naif. 

Sumliiy.  Sept.  I9th. — 'The  arrny  moved  at  eight  o'clock  this  mornnigm  the  usual 
order excepting  a  few  obstructions  they  met  with  passing  through  several 
swamps,  they  marched  remarkably  steady.  On  our  roote  we  were  met  by  an  ex* 
press  iroin  Tioga,  who  brought  a  number  of  letters  and  papers  informing  us  of 
Spain  declaring  war  against  Great  Britain.  They  also  brought  us  the  agreenble 
intelligence  of  a  good  supply  for  the  army  ha\'ing  come  on  to  Newtown,  Jabout 
twenty  miles  abo?e  Tioga,)  to  meet  ns.  This  agreeable  intelligence  eonspiredto 
make  us  exceedingly  happy,  sm  we  had  not  only  been  a  long  time  entirt  l)  in  tha 
dark  with  respect  to  home  adwS|  but  the  disagreeaUe  lefleption  of  half  allowance 
was  entirely  dispelled. 

We  panned  our  mareh  nntil  we  arrived  at  Kanadasaga,  which  was  abont  dosk. 
When  the  infantry  got  up ;  we  encamped  on  tlie  same  ground,  and  In  tibe  tame 
^sition,  as  on  the  7th,  aner  completing  a  march  of  fifteen  miles. 

3fm](hjy^  Sept.  20th. — ^The  greater  part  of  this  day  was  emplovrcl  at  hpad-quar» 
ters  m  holding  a  council  in  consequence  of  the  intercession  made  by  some  Onieda 
Indians,  Tour  friends)  in  favour  of  the  Cayuga  tribe,  who  have  been  for  some  time 
pM  in  alliance  with  the  Seneoas.  and  acted  with  them,  and  are  now  desirotisto 
make  peace  with  us.  The  council  determined  no  treaty  should  br-  held  with  them, 
and  a  command  of  five  hundred  infanlr\'.  with  Major  Parr's  rifle  corps,  were  im- 
mediately detached  and  i>ent  to  Cayuga  lake,  on  which  their  settlement  lay,  w^ 
orders  to  lay  wait  ami  destroy  their  towns,  com,  &c.,  and  receive  none  m  them 
but  in  the  characters  of  prisoners  of  war.  Col.  Smith,  with  t\vo  hundred  men.  was 
also  (]i=spatched  down  tne  north  side  of  the  Seneca  lake  m  order  to  finish  the  de- 
stmclion  of  Gausiimque,  an  Indian  village  about  eight  miles  below  Caaadasaga. 
Colonel  Gainswofth,  with  one  hundred  men,  was  likewise  detached,  and  sMt  to 
Fort  Stanwix  for  somebusinc^s,  from  whenee bs  IB  toproeeed  lo bead-qoattefs  on 
the  north  river,  antl  join  the  main  army 

About  4  o'clock,  i'.  M.,  the  army  took  up  their  ime  oi  march,  and  moved  stea- 
dily. Abont  half-past  five  they  reached  and  ovoaaed  the  outlet  ot  Seneea  lake,  and 
eocamped  about  one  mile  beyond  the  f^ame. 

Tite^iatiy  Sept.  27//i.— The  armv  marchet^  thi^  morning  about  eight  o'clock,  and 
continued  movii^  steadily  untii  we|>aased  Laaudia  about  two  miles,  where  we  en- 
camped, near  tibe  lake.  ProTioos  to  our  maichiai^  this  noratng,  Cdonal  De■l^ 
bourn,  with  a  conunand  of  two  hundred  men.  marched  to  destroy  a  town  on  the 
north  side  of  Cayuga  lake.   Distance  of  march  this  day,  13  miles. 

Thvrs'hiy,  Sepf.^:itl — About  8  o'clock  this  morning  the  army  marchf»d,  and  ar- 
rived at  Catharines  town  about  2  o'clock,  P.  M.,  where  we  made  a  small  halt.  W© 
found  at  this  place  the  old  Indian  squaw  who  was  left  here  on  our  march  up  the 
oonnliy.  Oeoeral  SoUiTin  fava  bor  a  oonrideiaMa  sapply  of  float  and  meat,  for 
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wliicli,  wHh  toaro  in  her  9$mg9  efos,  she  expressed  agreat  deal  of  thaiikB.  Dnitt; 

our  absence  from  this  plare  a  vminnr  squaw  came  and  attended  on  the  old  one: 
^ut  some  inhuman  Tillain  who  passed  through  killed  her.  What  msule  xhinctmn 
fltill  more  heinoas  was,  beeanse  a  manifesto  was  left  with  tiM  €ild  ^uaw  f» 
\\ve\y  forbidding  any  violence  or  injury  should  be  committed  on  the  women  « 
children  of  the  ^avacres,  by  virtue  of  which  it  appears  thia  young  squaw  came  to 
this  place,  which  absolutely  comes  under  the  virtue  of  a  breach  of  ^ith^  and  tbe 
o^ader  ought  to  be  severely  punished. 

I  went  to  view,  in  company  with  a  number  of  ganllemen ,  n  \  nTy  remaHnble 
fall  of  wat'^r,  wTiich  is  al>out  one  mile  above  this  place.  Its  beauty  and  Heganee 
surpass  almost  any  thing  i  ever  saw.  The  M  is  not  less  than  two  hundred  ka. 
AhoQt  3  o'clock  die  arm/  moved  about  three  miles  foifter^  and  fnicawmed  cat 
plain  at  fli  <ri  trance  of  the  great  swamp,  aiker  completing  amaichof  thtitaa 
nUles  and  a  half. 

F.i'l'U.  ^ept.  2\th. — This  morning  precisely  at  8  o'c!o(  k  the  army  mr^vt-d.  ani 
continued  their  route  throu«jh  the  hernhx'k  swamp  mentioned  in  the  l>t  !'»«L, 
meeting  with  much  fewer  ODStnietious  than  we  expected;  owin»  to  the  very  dty 
weather  which  we  have  had  for  this  month  past  After  passing  tnttmgh  ibe  sane 
we  came  to  a  fine  open  country,  and  soon  arrived  at  Kanawalunery,.  Avhere  thero 
was  a  post  established  with  a  reinforcement  of  ■^fort^^.  whirh  was  a  most  plea^ir? 
circumstance,  as  the  last  was  issued,  and  that  at  hail  allowance,  at  Kaoadarafa. 
On  onr  anivui  the  garrison  sainted  with  the  disehaige  of  thirteen  caonoiii  whn 
eompUment  waa  returned  them  by  the  aimy. 

Saturday,  Sept.  2SA.— Tn  consequence  of  the  accession  of  the        of  Spain  H 

the  Ain( nran  alliance,  an  1  tli^  ^ronerous  proceedings  of  the  pre-f^nt  r'on^ress  ia 
augracnimg  the  subsistence  oi  tlie  oflicers  and  men  of  the  army,  General  SoUiraa 
ordered  five  head  of  the  best  cattle,  viz. :  one  for  the  use  of  the  officers  of  each 
brigade,  with  five  gallons  of  spirits  e^u-h,  to  be  delivered  to  tiiem  leopeotivcfy, 
ther^bv  ^ivin'T  them  an  opporlniiify  of  tei^lifying  their  joy  on  Xh\<  rH^rn^v^n. 

In  the  evening,  the  whole  was  drawn  up  and  fired  a  feu-de-joie,  thirteen  cannoa 
being  first  discharged.  The  infantry  then  commenced  a  running  fire  througti  the 
whoto  line,  which,  being  repeated  a  second  time,  the  whole  army  gave  thrst 
rhorrs,  viz. :  one  for  the  United  States  of  America,  one  for  CoagresSy  and  ooeftr 
our  ufw  ally,  the  King  of  Spain. 

Tiie  army  being  then  dismissed,  General  Hand,  with  the  otiicers  of  his  brigade, 
attended  by  the  ofHcers  of  the  park  of  artillery,  repaired  to  a  bowery,  ereoted  for  that 
purpose,  where  the  fatted  bullock  was  served  up,  (dressed  in  ditferent  ways.)  the 
whole  seated  themselves  on  the  ground  around  the  «nme,  whirh  atTorded  them  a 
most  agreeable  repast.  The  ullicers  being  very  jovial^  and  the  evening  was  spad 
in  great  mirth  and  jollity. 

After  dinner  the  foUowing  toasia  were  drank,  the  drama  and  fifaa  playiif 
intervals. 

1st.  The  thirteen  states  and  their  sponsors. 
2d.  The  honourable,  the  American  Congresa. 

3d.  General  Washington  and  the  American  array. 

4th.  The  commander-in-chief  of  the  western  expedition. 

6th.  The  American  navy. 

0th.  Onr  fiuthftil  alHes,  the  united  hoosea  of  Bouibon. 

7th.  May  the  American  Congress,  and  all  her  legislative  representatires,  be  en» 
dowed  with  virtue  and  wisdom,  and  may  her  iodependenoe  be  as  finnly  estar 
bhshed  as  the  pillars  of  time. 

8th.  May  the  citizens  of  America,  and  her  aoldiera,  be  ever  unaaimoos  in  tbt 
reciprocal  support  of  each  other. 

9th.  May  alterr:\tinnB,  discord|  and  eveiy  degree  of  iiaod,  be  totally  baniihed 
the  peaceful  shores  of  America. 

10th.  May  the  memory  of  the  brave  Lteotenant  Bovd,  and  the  soldleia  under 
hia  command,  who  were  horribly  massacred  by  the  inhuman  sa^  l  .  or  1^}  thdr 
more  barbarous  and  detestable  aUieS|the  British  and  Tories,  on  the  13th  inst,  be 
ever  dear  to  his  country. 

llfh.  Anhmuninble  peace  with  America,  or  perpetual  war  wldi  her  eneaaieBL 
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ISth.  May  the  klogdma  of  IrelHid  merit  a  ilripe  in  ft»  Ameiibaii  alaadsid.  >*, 

13th.  May  the  enemies  of  America  be  metamoiplioeed  into  peek  hofMOi  and 

sent  oil  a  western  expedition  against  the  Indians. 

An  exprc.'^'i,  with  dispatches  for  General  SuUivaa^  from  Philadelphia,  arrived 
this  momiiig/by  whom  I  received  a  packet  encloeing  the  oommissiaiia  for  my 
Hfficers. 

About  11  o'clock.  A  AT  ,  ihe  command  nncVr  Tolonel  Dearbourn,  who  loft 
the  21st  of  June  tu  proceed  to  Cayuga  lake,  leiuraed,  bringing  two  squawb  pn-  ^ 
Boaen;  he  havingy  m  hia  iDute^  destroyed  aeveral  towna  and  a  great  quantity  of 
fine  com. 

Monday,  Sg)t.  27th. — The  detachment  ordered  to  march  yeaterday  moved  this 
moniing  up  Tioiia  branch  to  an  Indiaa  village,  aboot  twelve  miles  from  thiaplao^ 

with  orders  to  destroy  the  same. 

Coiemau  aud  Caldwell,  two  of  my  soldiers,  who.  by  some  means,  lost  the  reci* 
ment  at  Kanadaogua  lake^  on  the  eighteenth,  after  waoderiiiff  for  aeveo  days  m 
the  wilderno!*s,  found  and  joined  us  at  this  place.  Tliey  suusisted,  during  their 
absence,  on  the  hearts  and  livers  of  two  dead  hMses  which  they  found  on  tliepatli 
along  wliich  the  army  had  marched. 

At  dusk  this  evening,  the  detaohment  wkieh  maidied  this  morning  retnmed, 
after  destroying  a  considerable  quantity  of  com,  beans,  and  other  vegetables,  six- 
teen boat  loads  of  which  they  biought  with  them  for  the  use  of  the  army  j  they 
also  burned  a  small  village. 

Tuesday.  S^.  2Bth. — Several  commands  were  ordered  out  this  day,  viz.,  one  up 
and  the  otner  down  the  Tioga  branch,  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  coniy  Sto^  m 
which  there  was  a  (|uantity  left  on  our  maioh  towards  the  Seneca  country. 

All  thr  Inrnr  and  sick  soldiers  of  the  army  were  tliis  day  ordered  to  go  toTioga 
in  boats,  and  the  pack  horses  least  able  for  other  duty. 

Colonel  Butler,  with  his  command,  after  laying  waste  and  destroying  the  Cayuga 
settlements,  and  com,  kc,  of  which  there  was  a  very  great  qnanUty,  letnmM, 
and  joined  the  army  aooot  10  o'clock  this  morning* 

Wednesday,  Sept.  29th. — The  army  marched  this  morning  about  8  o'clock,  and 
continued  moving  steady  until  we  passed  Chemung  about  one  mile,  where  we 
encamped  on  the  same  ground,  aud  in  the  same  position,  as  on  the  27th.  Hie 
two  commands  ordered  out  yesterday  rooming  retoraed,  and  joined  the  army  at 
this  place  about  9  o'cloek,  P.  il,  afier  destioymg  large  quantities  of  com,  beans, 
and  other  vegetables. 

TTiursday,  Sept.  ZOth. — ^Tliis  morning  abont  ^  o  .  lock  the  army  moved.  About  2 
o'clock  they  arrived  at  Tin^^  plains,  near  Kori  iSulli\  an.  where  the  whole  formed 
in  regular  line  of  march,  and  moved  into  the  garnt^on  m  the  greatest  order,  when 
we  were  received  with  military  honours,  the  garrison  turning  out  with  presented 
arms,  and  a  salute  r<!' iliirteen  rounds  from  their  artillery,  which  complement  WaS 
returned  them  from  the  park  of  artillery  with  tlu'  army. 

Colonel  Shrieve,  governor  of  die  garrison,  iia4i  an  elegant  dinner  provided  for 
the  general  and  field  ofKcers  of  the  araiy.  We  regaled  onraelvea,  and  great  jjOf 
and  good  humour  was  visible  in  every  countenance.  Colonel  Pkocior'a  band,  and 
dnuns  and  fifes  played  in  concert  the  whole  time* 

Friil'ii/,  Oct.  Is^. — Tills  momlni:  the  liorses  belonging  to  the  officers  of  the  bri- 
gade were  forwarded  to  W^-oming.  We  also  sent  our  cow  which  we  had  along 
with  ns  the  whole  expedition,  and  to  whom  we  are  tmder  infinite  obligations  for 
the  great  quantity  of  milk  i^he  afforded  us,  which  rendered  onr  sitnation  very  com* 
fcrtable.  and  wa."*  no  small  addition  to  our  half  allowance. 

This  afternoon  Colonel  Brewer^  General  SuUivan's  t»ecretary,  setoflfto  Congress 
with  the  dispfUches,  wluch  contamed  a  relation  of  the  great  success  of  the  expe- 
dition. 

Sofiireiiiy,  Od.  2d^Thvi  day  the  commander-in-chief  made  an  elegant  enters 
tunment,  and  invited  all  the  general  and  held  officers  of  the  arniy  to  dine  with  him. 

In  the  evening,  to  coTiclude  the  mirth  of  the  day,  we  had  an  Indian  dance.  Tlie 
.   officers  who  joined  m  it  putting  on  vizors,  (alias  Monetas.)   The  dance  was  coa- 
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ducted  and  led  off  by  a  yonng  Sachem  of  the  Oneida  tribe,  who  was  next  folkml 
by  several  other  Indian?*,  tb«n  the  whole  hn}  off,  and,  after  the  Intliatn  cr**'^ 
danced  tu  the  music,  which  was  a  rattle,  a  icuife,  and  a  pipe,  which  the  t^oc^ea 
oonliBiied  duhing  togetitor  asd  nngin^  Indfaa  thi  whflw  tioie.  At  cod 
•aoh^  Ifatt  Indktti  wboo^wm  a«t  «p  dqf  the  ivboto. 

Sunday y  Oct.  3d. — Agreeable  to  the  oidefs  of  yeateidey,  the  gairison  of  Fan 

livan  this  day  joiiicd  their  rP"»pectivo  rorp«».  ari'l  tnr  fort  was  dcmolishevL  Tl.e  stom 
and  other  bagL'^iui*^  ^vjth  the  park  of  artillery  were  pnt  on  board  the  Kva)<.  n*'^ 
every  other  matter  put  m  perfect  reiuliness  to  move  with  the  army,  oa  iheir  lOi^ 
to  Wyoming,  to-morrow  morning  at  6  o'clock. 

Hxr  ynv.w::  S;irh''rn.  ^virh  several  Oneii  1:1  Iiicimn^,  rr^ative?  and  friend's  of  tfce 
imfnminait;  Indian  llanjost,  who  bravely  f<'U  wr.h  the  party  under  com  man  J  of  i*-^ 
ntuch  lamented  Lieut.  Boyd  on  the  13th  ulu,  who  taithiully  acted  »«»  gu^tf  lo  Um 
army,  left  «s  thie  day,  well  pleased,  (after  boatowing  some  fweeBPto  eo  ibaaO  ^ 
their  native  place,  the  Oneida  country. 

The  German  repment,  which  compo«f>fi  a  part  nt  the  llanking  diristons  nf 
anny,  was  this  day  ordered  to  join  aud  do  duty  with  lh&  third  Pesmsyivattia  bn- 
gade,  eommanded  Dy  Gen.  Hand. 

Mminff  Od.  4lXi.-*ThiB  day  abont  9  o'clock  llie  army  took  np  their  lin  e  of  maids. 
We  arrived  at  Wessankm  about  6  o'ckxsk  in  the  evening,  afteroompleting  a  mard 

of  fifteen  miles.  On  nrronnt  of  the  rain,  marching  was  rather  di?arrpeaMe  t!i:5  day- 
On  my  arrival  at  tins  place  I  received  a  leUer.  with  some  newspapers,  6lc^  from 
hia  excellency  President  Read,  which  contained  agreeable  news,  kc. 

Wednesday,  Oct.  dth. — About  8  o'clock  this  moroing  the  whole  embadced  again, 
and  moved,  paying  no  attention  to  order  down  the  river. 

Thmday.  Od,  TlA^Embarked  abont  6  o'elook,  and  kept  on  steadily  itntfl  we 
ttiived  at  Wfea^.  About  3  o'clock,  P.  SI,  the  whole  army  landed  and  en- 
Oempedon  the  same  cronnd,  and  in  the  same  order,  na  on  the  3inh  of  July. 

Thus,  by  the  ]>eri»everance,  good  conduct,  and  deierniined  re»oUilioa  of  oar 
oomniaiideT-ia«chief,  with  the  assistance  of  his  council,  and  the  ihll  detenninatkii 
of  hia  troops  to  execute,  have  we  fully  accomplished  the  great  end  and  mteotioBa 
of  tliis  important  expedition  :  and  I  llattcr  myself  we  fully  8urpa5>e^l  the  mo^saa* 
guino  expectatioua  of  those  whose  eyes  were  more  immediately  looking  to  us  for 
success. 

The  i^orions  aehievemento  we  have  exhibited  hi  extondin^  our  contmeits  to 

far,  ami,  nt  the  same  time,  render  them  po  very  complete,  will  make  no 
derabie  balance  even  in  the  present  poliiics  of  America.  It3  fuinre  i;<x>d  roase- 
qaences  I  leave  to  the  eloquence  of  time  to  declare,  which  will,  in  ages  hence, 
eelebrate  the  memory  of  those  brave  sons  who  naiily  risked  Uieir  live<,  disdaining 
every  fatigue  and  hardship,  to  completp  a  conqueat^  ths  rest  gpod  efiisets  sndsf^ 
vantages  of  which  posterity  will  nanu  ul  irly  enjov. 

Whilst  I  revere  the  merit  aiul  vulue  ot'  the  atray,  I  ara  sorry  i  am  under  the 
necessity  of  mentioning  that  ttiere  was  an  unparalleled  and  unpaidooabis  ne^ 
gleet,  (and  wliirli  oni^ht  not  to  pass  with  impunity.)  in  those  whof**^  biir-ine-s  it 
was  to  supply  liiem  with  a  sutiicient  quantity  of  necessaries  to  carry  them  uuroosh 
the  expeililiun,  instead  of  which  not  more  tlian  twenty-two  days  tiour,  at.d  sixteen 
davs  meat  was  on  hand  when  it  oommenced.  And,  although  the  army  pciaiesisd 
adegree  of  virtue,  perhaps  unparalleled  in  the  annals  of  history,  in  undertaking  an 
expedition  on  half  allowance,  which  was  in  every  instance  haT^ardons  and  impe- 
rious, yet,  had  we  not  been  favoured  with  the  smiles  of  Providence,  in  a  con- 
tinuation of  good  weather^  the  half  allowance  itself  wonld  not  have  ennhied  us  id 
perform  whii,  ftom  that  eiieanutance,  we  have. 


THE  END. 
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